
PUBLIC MEETING 

WELCOME 
 

I-55 AT WEBER ROAD 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

May 12, 2011 



Please join us for a presentation covering: 

 Project Status 

 Problem Statement 

 Purpose and Need 

 Initial Range of Alternatives 

 Evaluation and Screening Criteria 

 Next Steps 

 

 

Presentation will begin at: 
 

 
4:00 p.m. 

 

 

STUDY PRESENTATION 

5:40 p.m. 

 

 

4:25 p.m. 

 

 
6:05 p.m. 

 

 

4:50 p.m. 

 

 
6:30 p.m. 

 

 

5:15 p.m. 

 

 



STUDY AREA 



STUDY PROCESS AND SCHEDULE  

     P    U    B    L    I    C       I    N    V    O    L    V    E    M    E    N    T  

IDENTIFY 
DEFICIENCIES 

DEVELOP 
PURPOSE 

AND NEED 

IDENTIFY 
POSSIBLE 

ALTERNATIVES 

EVALUATE 
ALTERNATIVES 

DETAILED 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
AND TECHNICAL 

STUDIES 

PREFFERRED 
ALTERNATIVE & 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT (EA) 

FINDING OF NO 
SIGNIFICANT 

IMPACT (FONSI) 

PUBLIC MEETING 

STUDY MILESTONE 

ST
A

R
T 

2010 2011 2012 

2  3 

Public Meeting (Spring 2011) 
•Project Status 
•Problem Statement 
•Present Purpose and Need 
•Present Range of Alternatives 
•Evaluation & Screening Criteria 

 

Public Hearing (2012) 
•Present Preferred Alternative 
•Present Environmental  
Assessment 

 

4 

4 1 

Public Meeting (Fall 2011) 
•Present the results of 
technical screening 

• Identify alternatives to carry 
forward 

Public Meeting (April 7, 2010) 
•Provide study information 
•Gather input 
•Describe the next steps 

WE ARE HERE 

 

PHASE III 

Construction 

 

PHASE II 

Contract Plan 
Preparations & 

Land Acquisition 

 

PHASE I 

Preliminary 
Engineering & 
Environmental 

Studies 

2 

1 3 

IDOT Project Development Process 

Phase I  
Process and Schedule 

PUBLIC HEARING 

WE ARE HERE 



LAND ACQUISITION 

 

TYPES 

Fee Simple 

Acquisition of all rights and interest 
 

Permanent Easement 

Ownership retained by property 
owner 

IDOT allowed permanent use of 
property to construct and maintain 
the transportation facility 

 

Temporary Easement 

Ownership retained by property 
owner 

IDOT allowed temporary use of 
property to construct minor 
improvements 

 

 

 

 

PROCEDURES 

Determine Ownership 

Prepare property description and 
survey 

Independent Appraisal 

Negotiation 

Condemnation 

Relocation assistance when building 
acquired 

Advisory/referral services 

Replacement housing payments 

Reimburse moving expenses 

 

 

 



CONTEXT SENSITIVE SOLUTIONS 

“Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) is a collaborative,  
interdisciplinary approach that seeks effective, multimodal 
transportation solutions by working with stakeholders to 
develop  a cost-effective transportation facility which will fit 
into and reflect the project’s surroundings – its context.”  

 

An IDOT CSS project: 

 Considers the project’s context 

 Includes stakeholder input  

 Is environmentally sensitive 

 Is feasible and safe 

 

 



ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT 

We want your input: 

 Submit your comment in the box tonight, by mail to IDOT or by 
email on the project website. 

 

Comments must be received by May 26, 2011 to become part of 
the official public meeting record. 

 

Alternative Development  
Process 

Define             
Problem 

Range of 
Alternatives 

Evaluate 
Alternatives 

Preferred 
Alternative 

 Confirm alternatives meet Purpose and Need 
and transportation performance measures 

 Compare impacts to natural and built 
environment 

 Brainstorm alternatives with 
stakeholders 

 Solicit alternatives from agencies 

 Develop alternatives with project team 

 Detailed engineering and environmental 
analysis of remaining alternatives 

 Evaluate performance, impacts, and costs 

 Recommend preferred alternative 

Identify            
Context 

Identify   
Stakeholders 



PURPOSE AND NEED REPORT 

The purpose of the proposed action is to provide an improved 
transportation facility in the Interstate 55 and Weber Road 
Interchange project study area. The specific needs to be 
addressed include safety, operational, and capacity 
deficiencies.  

We want your input: 

 Submit your comment in the box tonight, by mail to IDOT or 
email on the project website. 

 

Comments must be received by May 26, 2011 to become part 
of the official public meeting record. 

 



PROBLEM STATEMENT 

Development and forecasted growth in the communities 
around the I-55 at Weber Road interchange present a need 
for improved transportation.  

Community Advisory Group 

Focus Question:  What are the transportation problems at 
the I-55 at Weber Road Interchange? 



RESULTS OF CONTEXT SURVEY 

Legend 

> 70% 

40% - 70% 

< 40% 



Northeast of 
Interchange -  1994 

Northeast of 
Interchange -  2009 

REGIONAL GROWTH 



LEVEL OF SERVICE (LOS) 

LOS D =   
TRAFFIC FLOW 
BREAKS DOWN 

LOS F = 
GRIDLOCK 

LOS E = 
CONGESTION 

LOS C =   

NEAR FREE FLOW 

LOS B = 
FREE FLOW 

LOS A = 
FREE FLOW 



§̈¦55

B O L I N G B R O O KB O L I N G B R O O K

R O M E O V I L L ER O M E O V I L L E

P L A I N F I E L DP L A I N F I E L D

J O L I E TJ O L I E T

N A P E R V I L L EN A P E R V I L L E

C R E S T  H I L LC R E S T  H I L L

L O C K P O R TL O C K P O R T

2010 & 2040
Population ²

Legend

39,680

39,581

73,366

74,527

82,492

116,469

###### 2010 Population (U.S. Census)
2040 Population Forecast (CMAP)

141,853209,075

20,83730,655

24,83949,597

147,433242,285

PROJECTSTUDY AREA

I-55 Within Project Area
Weber Road Within Project Area
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R O M E O V I L L E

B O L I N G B R O O K
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Vehicle Crashes ²
Legend
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(Analysis Period: 2004-2008)
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Fatalities and 
Severe Injuries
^ Fatal Crash
^ Disabling Injury

Crash

*As part of the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP),
states are required to submit an annual report to the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) describing at least 5% of 
highway locations exhibiting the most pressing safety needs.
Identified 5% locations shown on this map were developed
 for the 2009 HSIP, and are included in the 2009 Five 
Percent Report to the FHWA.  The analysis results were 
based on IDOT data from April 2 and April 8, 2009 and 
represents years 2003 to 2007.  The roadway data and 
intersection data was developed by IDOT and represents
conditions at the end of year 2008.  The data was used 
"as is" for analysis purposes and should be interpreted 
accordingly.  

5% Locations*

Number of Crashes
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2010 & 2040
Average Daily Traffic ²

40,300 (2,418)

34,900 (2,094)

106,400 (11,400)

136,400 (18,800)

17,000 (680)

7,300 (475)

7,300 (730)

38,000 (2,280)

49,000 (2,940)

146,000 (20,123)

128,000 (13,714)

8,000 (520)

17,000 (1,020)

17,000 (680)

8,000 (800)
5,300 (477)10,000 (900)

11,900 (1,428)14,000 (1,680)

Legend

######

Weber Road
I-55
2010 ADT (Truck ADT)
2040 ADT FORECAST
(Truck ADT)

13,200 (792)
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2010 AM & PM Peak 
Level of Service ²

§̈¦55
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2010 PM2010 AM

A

B

D
E

C

C

C

E

D
C

C

C

B

E
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2040 AM & PM Peak 
Level of Service

(No Build Scenario) ²

§̈¦55

§̈¦55

2040 PM2040 AM

A

C

F
F

D

C

C

F

F
D

D

C

B

F



INITIAL RANGE OF ALTERNATIVES 

 Free Flowing Traffic, No Traffic Signals Required 

 Large Footprint to Accommodate Ramps 

 Weaving Traffic Patterns 

 
 

 Not Pedestrian Friendly 
 

 

 

Concept:  Full Cloverleaf   

I-55 at Lemont Road 

Similar to: 



 Some Free Flowing Movements, Traffic Signals      
Required 

 Less Weaving Traffic 

 Smaller Footprint 

 Not Pedestrian Friendly 
 

 

 

INITIAL RANGE OF ALTERNATIVES 

Concept:  Partial Cloverleaf 

I-80 at LaGrange Road 

Similar to: 



INITIAL RANGE OF ALTERNATIVES 

 No Free Flowing Movements, 
Traffic Signals Required 

 Small Footprint 

 Pedestrian Friendly on Minor Roads  
 

 

 

 

Concept:  Diamond 

I-55 at Weber Rd   

Similar to: 

Cracker 
Barrel 

Gas City 

Brunswick 
Zone 



INITIAL RANGE OF ALTERNATIVES 

 No Free Flowing Movements, 
Traffic Signals Required 

 Utilizes Frontage Roads 

 Pedestrian Friendly on Minor Roads  
 

 

 

 

Concept:  Split Diamond 

I-355 at IL-171 

Similar to: 



INITIAL RANGE OF ALTERNATIVES 

 Some Free-Flowing Movements, 
Traffic Signals Required 

 Small Footprint 

 Accommodates High Traffic Volume 

 Large Bridge Structure Required 

 Not Pedestrian Friendly 
 

 

 

I-55 at Pulaski Road 

Concept:  Single Point Urban Diamond 

Similar to: 



INITIAL RANGE OF ALTERNATIVES 

 Small Footprint 

 Free Flowing Entrance to Interstate, 
Traffic Signals Required 

 Accommodates High Left Turn Volumes 

 Driver Unfamiliarity 

 Pedestrian Friendly 

 

Concept:  Diverging Diamond 

Similar to: 

I-15 at Pioneer Crossing, Utah I-44 at Kansas Expy, MO 



INITIAL RANGE OF ALTERNATIVES 
Concept:  New I-55 Access Locations 

IL Route 126 

Additional Interchange Locations 

W
e

b
e

r 
R

o
ad

 

More information on improvements to IL Route 126 
can be found at www.airportand126study.com.   

 

Veterans Parkway 

http://www.airportand126study.com/


INITIAL RANGE OF ALTERNATIVES 
Concept:  New I-55 Access Locations 

Suggested Ramp Locations 

Community Advisory Group Ideas 
W

e
b

e
r 

R
o

ad
 

Lakeview Dr. 

Windham Pkwy 

R
e

m
in

gt
o

n
 D

r.
 

Suggested Interchange Designs 

W
e

b
e

r 
R

o
ad

 

Windham Pkwy 

R
e

m
in

gt
o

n
 D

r.
 



4 - Lanes 

Add Lane Add Lane 

Lighting 

Access Management 

Raised Medians & Physically 
Separated Turn Lanes 

Roadway Widening 

INITIAL RANGE OF ALTERNATIVES 

Concept:  Weber Road Improvements 

Existing Roadway 



Concept:  Intersection Improvements 

INITIAL RANGE OF ALTERNATIVES 

  Additional Turn Lanes 

  Improved Signal Timing 

  Turn Restrictions 

  Improved Pavement Marking 



INITIAL RANGE OF ALTERNATIVES 

Concept:  Other Mode Accommodations 

PACE Park-N-Ride 

Connect Existing 
Path Network 

Pedestrian/Bicycle 
Access Over I-55 



ALTERNATIVE EVALUATION 

We Are Here 

We want your input: 

 Submit your comment in the box tonight, by mail to IDOT or by email 
on the project website. 

 

Comments must be received by May 26, 2011 to become part of the 
official public meeting record. 

 



EVALUATION CRITERIA 

Transportation 

Purpose and 
Need 

Right-of-Way 

Level-of-Service 

Predicted Crash 
Frequency 

Construction 
Cost 

Environmental 

Wetlands 

Floodplains 

Threatened & 
Endangered 

Species 

Parklands 

Agricultural 
Lands 

Traffic Noise 

Community 

Stakeholder 
Input 

Businesses 

Residences 

Compatibility 
with Community 

Planning 

Community 
Cohesion 



ENVIRONMENTAL INVENTORY MAP
INTERSTATE 55 AND WEBER ROAD
BOLINGBROOK & ROMEOVILLE, WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

AERIAL SOURCE: USDA WILL COUNTY
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