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New Work Zone Speed Limit on U.S. 30 Project in Will County

Speed Limit Reduction Aims to Improve Motorist, Worker Safety

WILL COUNTY - The Illinois Department of Transportation, in an effort to improve safety for workers and motorists, announced today that the speed limit for the U.S. 30 work zone in New Lenox, Frankfort and Mokena will be lowered to 35 mph. New signs reflecting the change will be installed starting Friday, Aug. 19. 

The U.S. 30 work zone speed limit between Williams Street in New Lenox and Harlem Avenue (Illinois 43) in Frankfort normally varies between 40 and 45 mph. The reduction means police can begin writing tickets in the work zone to drivers who are using cell phones, unless they are in a hands-free or voice-activated mode, even when workers are not present. 

In 2009, Gov. Pat Quinn signed two laws aimed at curbing distracted driving. The new laws made it illegal to e-mail, text and surf the Internet while driving and restricted drivers from using a cell phone in work zones where the speed limit has been reduced and in school zones. Fines start at $75 for either offense. 

Illinois averages more than 7,000 work zone crashes annually, resulting in 2,100 injuries and 27 fatalities each year. In 2010, 32 people, including three workers, died in work zone crashes. 

“Driving through a work zone demands a motorist’s full attention. Distracted drivers put themselves in danger and also endanger other drivers and workers,” said Diane O’Keefe, regional engineer for IDOT’s Region 1, covering Cook, Will, DuPage, Kane, Lake and McHenry counties. “We ask everyone driving in work zones to hang up the cell phone and keep everyone safe.”

The $72.7 million widening and reconstruction of U.S. 30 started in May. The project involves building a second lane in both directions and adding a raised concrete median for nine miles on U.S. 30 through New Lenox, Frankfort and Mokena.

The first stage of construction, currently under way, involves removing trees, installing new storm sewers and constructing temporary pavement. Construction of the new lanes will start later this summer, with the entire project scheduled to be complete and the four lanes open to traffic in fall 2012.

For more information on the U.S. 30 reconstruction and widening, including a map of the work zone, visit http://www.dot.il.gov/usroute30/index.html. 
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