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This handout contains narrative descriptions of the improvement alternatives for each segment of 
Illinois Route 159 that is followed by a table which compares the number of potential displacements 
associated with each alternative.  In addition to considering the number of potential displacements, 
the following criteria were also examined by the Project Study Team and the Community Advisory 
Group (CAG) in order to arrive at the current alternatives: 

 Safety Effects 

 Traffic Flow/Congestion 

 Economic Development/Redevelopment 

 Historic Preservation 

 Social/Economic Impacts 

 Ability to Accommodate Aesthetic Improvements 

 

Following tonight’s meeting, the Project Study Team will continue to evaluate the alternatives by 
examining each criteria listed above in further detail.  However, these criteria represent only a 
fraction of the full matrix of criteria which will be studied by the Project Study Team in order to 
arrive at a preferred alternative.  Examples of some of the other criteria which will be looked at in the 
coming months include: Costs, Constructability, Environmental Impacts, Construction Schedule, and 
Utility Relocations just to name a few. 

 

 

SOUTH SEGMENT (S. Morrison Ave. to Church St.) 

Alternative 1: 
 Five 12’ lanes from S. Morrison Ave. to S. Loop St. 

Four 12’ lanes from S. Loop St. to Church St. 
 Paved shoulder on both sides (south of S. Clinton only) 
 Curb & gutter on both sides 
 Sidewalk on both sides 
 Bi-directional left-turn lane (except from S. Loop St. to Church St.) 

 
Alternative 2: 

 Five 11’ lanes from S. Morrison Ave. to S. Loop St.; 
  Four 11’ lanes from S. Loop St. to Church St. 

 Paved shoulder on both sides (south of S. Clinton only) 
 Curb & gutter on both sides (except on west side from Cherokee Dr. to Idlewood Dr.) 
 Sidewalk on both sides (except on west side from S. Morrison Ave. to S. Clinton St.) 
 Bi-directional left-turn lane (except from S. Loop St. to Church St.) 
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Sub-Alternative A (S. Morrison Ave. to S. Clinton only): 
 Five 11’ lanes 
 Paved shoulder on both sides (south of S. Clinton only) 
 Curb & gutter on both sides 
 Sidewalk on both sides 
 Bi-directional left-turn lane (except from S. Loop St. to Church St.) 

 
Sub-Alternative B (S. Morrison Ave. to S. Clinton only): 

 Five 11’ lanes 
 No paved shoulders 
 Curb & gutter on both sides 
 Sidewalk on both sides 
 Bi-directional left-turn lane (except from S. Loop St. to Church St.) 

 
 

POTENTIAL DISPLACEMENTS 
South Segment Alternatives 

Residential  Commercial Homes Apartments 
Total 

Displacements
No-build 0 0 0 0 
Alternative 1 2 4 2 8 
Alternative 2 2 4 1 7 
Alternative 2 w/       
Sub-Alternative A 2 4 2 8 

Alternative 2 w/       
Sub-Alternative B 2 4 1 7 

 

 

 

 

 

CENTER SEGMENT (Church St. to Park/Spring Ave.) 

Alternative 1: 
 Four 11’ lanes from Church St. to Main St.; 

Five 11’ lanes with bi-directional left-turn lane from Main St. to Clay St.; 
Four 11’ lanes with 6’ raised median from Clay St. to Wickliffe Ave.; 
Five 11’ lanes with bi-directional left-turn lane from Wickliffe Ave. to 
  Park/Spring Ave. 

 Curb & gutter on both sides 
 Sidewalk on both sides 
 4-legged intersection at Wickliffe Ave. with Keebler Rd. removed and cul-de-sac 

constructed 
 Aesthetics: 6’ raised median provides potential space for enhancements 
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Sub-Alternative C (Clay St. to Wickliffe Ave. only): 
 Four 11’ lanes with painted center stripe 
 Curb & gutter on both sides 
 Sidewalk on both sides 
 No direct access for entrances to IL 159 (property access to be provided from 

parallel alleys) 
 Right-in/right-out only access for sideroads 
 Aesthetics: No raised median to provide potential space for enhancements  

 
Sub-Alternative D (Main St. to Wickliffe Ave. only): 

 Five 11’ lanes from Main St. to Clay St.; 
Four 11’ lanes with 6’ raised median from Clay St. to Wickliffe Ave. 

 Alignment shifted east to avoid impacts to church 
 Curb & gutter on both sides 
 Sidewalk on both sides 
 Right-in/right-out only access for entrances and sideroads (within limits of raised 

median) 
 Aesthetics: 6’ raised median provides potential space for enhancements 

 
Sub-Alternative E (Wickliffe Ave. intersection only): 

 3-legged intersection at Wickliffe Ave./IL 159 
 West leg of Wickliffe Ave. and Keebler Rd. removed from intersection with IL 159 
 Wickliffe Ave. and Keebler Rd. directly connected with 90o curve 

 
Sub-Alternative F (just south of Wickliffe Ave. to Park/Spring Ave. only): 

 Five 11’ lanes with bi-directional left-turn lane 
 Alignment shifted east to avoid impacts to historic building 
 Curb & gutter on both sides 
 Sidewalk on both sides 

 
 

POTENTIAL DISPLACEMENTS 
Center Segment Alternatives 

Residential  Commercial Homes Apartments 
Total 

Displacements
No-build 0 0 0 0 
Alternative 1 7 1 0 8 
Alternative 1 w/ 
Sub-Alternative C 7 1 0 8 

Alternative 1 w/       
Sub-Alternative D 13 1 0 14 

Alternative 1 w/       
Sub-Alternative E 5 2 0 7 

Alternative 1 w/       
Sub-Alternative F 10 3 0 13 
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NORTH SEGMENT (Park/Spring Ave. to Kinloch Ave.) 

Alternative 1: 
 Five 12’ lanes 
 Curb & gutter on both sides 
 Sidewalk on both sides 
 Bi-directional left-turn lane 

 
Alternative 2: 

 Five 11’ lanes 
 Curb & gutter on both sides 
 Sidewalk on both sides 
 Bi-directional left-turn lane 

 
 
 

POTENTIAL DISPLACEMENTS 
North Segment Alternatives 

Residential  Commercial Homes Apartments 
Total 

Displacements
No-build 0 0 0 0 
Alternative 1 7 3 1 11 
Alternative 2 7 1 1 9 
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