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Benjamin Trail
Benjamin School
Unit 5 Schools

Sheridan SRTS
Sheridan School
District 87 Schools

City of Bloomington, Illinois, 2 SRTS projects
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Similarities
Good projects.
Well written grant applications.
City willing to commit resources toward getting the grant and toward 

the projects.



Benjamin Trail
Benjamin School
Unit 5 Schools

4



December 2009

The Grove on Kickapoo Creek neighborhood was developed to comprise 2 major pieces connected by 
stream/prairie restoration area and park. A paved path was planned from the outset.
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Western portion

Eastern portion
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Subbed sidewalk… Mowed pathway… A bridge… Pedestrian underpass…

SRTS helped us build the asphalt trail. Without trail, we had..

And a street with rural construction, 45 mph traffic, and no 
accommodation for pedestrians.
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The Benjamin School Trail
10 feet wide asphalt trail
approximately 4,500 lineal feet

Grant application: 2014
Grant approved: 2014
Up to 80 percent
not to exceed $160,000.

Bidding: 2016
Construction: June 2017

Project Cost $265,000
Grant: $160,000 (60 percent)
City of Bloomington: $85,000
Unit 5 Schools: $20,000

Engineering: City, in-house
Project oversight and 
documentation: City, in-house
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Subbed sidewalk… Mowed pathway… A bridge… Pedestrian underpass…

Without Safe Routes to School, we still would have...

And a street with rural construction, 45 mph traffic, and no 
accommodation for pedestrians.
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Overwhelmingly positive response
Residents were using the trail before it was done



Sheridan SRTS
Sheridan Elementary School
District 87 Schools
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Public Housing

Public Housing

City Park

City Park

Sheridan Elementary School

SRTS projects mean more than just 
sidewalks and paths. Can be a bit 
warm and fuzzy.

 Sheridan project: 
Connecting students and adults to 
Sheridan School and two major 
City parks. 

 Getting children to school and 
home safely from households 
with no cars.

 Enhancing a neighborhood. 

 Health.
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The Sheridan Project is bigger than the grant

Grant: 2019 awarded
$200,000 with no local match

Total cost of project: About $500,000

City cost: About $250,000

(IDOT will replace Rt. 9 ramps when it 
resurfaces, noted by green line.)
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The Sheridan Project is bigger 
than the grant

Project has already begun

SRTS portion scheduled for 
2020
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2019 construction



2026

2022

2024

2025
2019

2022

2022

No color means sometime
in the distant future

2027

2023 State route

2027 2022

Without the grant:

Sidewalks and ramps would 
be done over 8-10 years, 
perhaps, maybe, contingent 
on funding.

Sidewalk work would 
correspond with street 
resurfacing.

If you are in kindergarten 
now, you’d be in high school 
before we fixed all the 
sidewalks in the project.

Resurfacing (& sidewalk) schedule

State route
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Affects of the grant
1. $200,000 is a significant amount of 

money. It will provide about 40 
percent of the overall project 
funding. (Rehab of a bad sidewalk, 
counting ramps, on both sides of 
the street, runs about $50,000.)

2. City commits to making the 
neighborhood more pedestrian-
friendly within a short time span. 

3. Rapid neighborhood improvement.
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Please hold questions and 
comments for the panel 
discussion.
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