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SANDWICH—The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the City of Sandwich 
today announced that the five-lane proposal would be removed from the US 34 study on 
improvements from Gletty Road in Sandwich to Chilton Way in Plano.   
 
IDOT Region Two Engineer Paul Loete and Sandwich Mayor Rick Olson announced removal of 
the five-lane configuration after IDOT’s recent evaluation of community comments and revised 
traffic projections for the project indicated broad concerns within the community about the five-
lane proposal. Comments from a public hearing held Nov. 6, 2013, included community impact 
concerns due to proposed business relocations, building removals, and loss of parking.  
 
“Since 2009, IDOT has worked with local community groups and officials to outline potential 
improvements to US 34 from Sandwich to Plano,” said IDOT Regional Engineer Paul Loete. 
“IDOT recently received revised traffic projections completed in January 2014 and based on a 
study by the Chicago Metropolitan Agency on Planning (CMAP), indicate that traffic in the US 
34 project area will be significantly lower by 2040 than CMAP originally calculated.” 
 
IDOT engineers in a meeting with the city Thursday explained the analysis of comments from 
the November public hearing and a town meeting held Dec. 10. Most who commented opposed 
the five-lane plan, and favored further discussion. IDOT and the City of Sandwich agreed to take 
the five-lane proposal out of consideration and discuss other possible solutions to meet US 34 
traffic needs.  
 
Mayor Olson was pleased with the outcome of the meeting. “IDOT did everything we asked of 
them, and we look forward to working with them on individual improvements,” Mayor Olson 
said. “I can say with no hesitation that the process worked. I can assure the citizens of Sandwich 
that your comments, concerns and requests have been heard, and future plans will be made with 
the utmost consideration as to the impact to our community. The people at IDOT spent a great 
deal of time reviewing the issues posed by you and have made their decision based on a 
cooperative and partnership attitude as we progress.” 
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