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State of Illinois 
Department of Transportation 

Bureau of Local Roads and Streets 

SPECIAL PROVISION 
FOR 

COOPERATION WITH UTILITIES 

Effective: January 1, 1999 
Revised: January 1, 2007 

 
All references to Sections or Articles in this specification shall be construed to mean specific 

Section or Article of the Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction, adopted by 
the Department of Transportation. 
 

 
 
Replace Article 105.07 of the Standard Specifications with the following: 
 
“105.07 Cooperation with Utilities. The adjustment of utilities consists of the relocation, 
removal, replacement, rearrangements, reconstruction, improvement, disconnection, 
connection, shifting, new installation or altering of an existing utility facility in any manner. 
 
When the plans or special provisions include information pertaining to the location of 
underground utility facilities, such information represents only the opinion of the Department as 
to the location of such utilities and is only included for the convenience of the bidder. The 
Department assumes no responsibility in respect to the sufficiency or the accuracy of the 
information shown on the plans relative to the location of the underground utility facilities. 
 
Utilities which are to be adjusted shall be adjusted by the utility owner or the owner’s 
representative or by the Contractor as a contract item. Generally, arrangements for adjusting 
existing utilities will be made by the Department prior to project construction; however, utilities 
will not necessarily be adjusted in advance of project construction and, in some cases, utilities 
will not be removed from the proposed construction limits. When utility adjustments must be 
performed in conjunction with construction, the utility adjustment work will be shown on the 
plans and/or covered by Special Provisions.  
 
When the Contractor discovers a utility has not been adjusted by the owner or the owner’s 
representative as indicated in the contract documents, or the utility is not shown on the plans or 
described in the Special Provisions as to be adjusted in conjunction with construction, the 
Contractor shall not interfere with said utility, and shall take proper precautions to prevent 
damage or interruption of the utility and shall promptly notify the Engineer of the nature and 
location of said utility. 

 
All necessary adjustments, as determined by the Engineer, of utilities not shown on the plans or 
not identified by markers, will be made at no cost to the Contractor except traffic structures, light 
poles, etc., that are normally located within the proposed construction limits as hereinafter 
defined will not be adjusted unless required by the proposed improvement.  
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(a) Limits of Proposed Construction for Utilities Paralleling the Roadway. For the purpose of 
this Article, limits of proposed construction for utilities extending in the same longitudinal 
direction as the roadway, shall be defined as follows: 

 
(1) The horizontal limits shall be a vertical plane, outside of, parallel to, and 600 mm (2 

ft) distant at right angles from the plan or revised slope limits. 
 
In cases where the limits of excavation for structures are not shown on the plans, the 

horizontal limits shall be a vertical plane 1.2 m (4 ft) outside the edges of structure 
footings or the structure where no footings are required. 

 
(2) The upper vertical limits shall be the regulations governing the roadbed clearance for 

the specific utility involved. 
 
(3) The lower vertical limits shall be the top of the utility at the depth below the proposed 

grade as prescribed by the governing agency or the limits of excavation, whichever is 
less. 

 
(b) Limits of Proposed Construction for Utilities Crossing the Roadway. For the purpose of 

this Article, limits of proposed construction for utilities crossing the roadway in a 
generally transverse direction shall be defined as follows: 

 
(1) Utilities crossing excavations for structures that are normally made by trenching such 

as sewers, underdrains, etc. and all minor structures such as manholes, inlets, 
foundations for signs, foundations for traffic signals, etc., the limits shall be the space 
to be occupied by the proposed permanent construction unless otherwise required 
by the regulations governing the specific utility involved. 

 
(2) For utilities crossing the proposed site of major structures such as bridges, sign 

trusses, etc., the limits shall be as defined above for utilities extending in the same 
general direction as the roadway. 

 
The Contractor may make arrangements for adjustment of utilities outside of the limits of 
proposed construction provided the Contractor furnishes the Department with a signed 
agreement with the utility owner covering the adjustments to be made. The cost of any 
adjustments made outside the limits of proposed construction shall be the responsibility of the 
Contractor unless otherwise provided.  

 
The Contractor shall request all utility owners to field locate their facilities according to Article 
107.31. The Engineer may make the request for location from the utility after receipt of notice 
from the Contractor. On request, the Engineer will make an inspection to verify that the utility 
company has field located its facilities, but will not assume responsibility for the accuracy of 
such work. The Contractor shall be responsible for maintaining the excavations or markers 
provided by the utility owners. This field location procedure may be waived if the utility owner 
has stated in writing to the Department it is satisfied the construction plans are sufficiently 
accurate. If the utility owner does not submit such statement to the Department, and they do not 
field locate their facilities in both horizontal and vertical alignment, the Engineer will authorize 
the Contractor in writing to proceed to locate the facilities in the most economical and 
reasonable manner, subject to the approval of the Engineer, and be paid according to Article 
109.04. 
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The Contractor shall coordinate with any planned utility adjustment or new installation and the 
Contractor shall take all precautions to prevent disturbance or damage to utility facilities. Any 
failure on the part of the utility owner, or their representative, to proceed with any planned utility 
adjustment or new installation shall be reported promptly by the Contractor to the Engineer 
orally and in writing. 
 
The Contractor shall take all necessary precautions for the protection of the utility facilities. The 
Contractor shall be responsible for any damage or destruction of utility facilities resulting from 
neglect, misconduct, or omission in the Contractor’s manner or method of execution or 
nonexecution of the work, or caused by defective work or the use of unsatisfactory materials. 
Whenever any damage or destruction of a utility facility occurs as a result of work performed by 
the Contractor, the utility company will be immediately notified. The utility company will make 
arrangements to restore such facility to a condition equal to that existing before any such 
damage or destruction was done. 
 
It is understood and agreed that the Contractor has considered in the bid all of the permanent 
and temporary utilities in their present and/or adjusted positions. 

 
No additional compensation will be allowed for any delays, inconvenience, or damage sustained 
by the Contractor due to any interference from the said utility facilities or the operation of 
relocating the said utility facilities. 

 
 

 


