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Designer Note:  Use whenever pipe culverts are to be placed across existing pavements that 
are to remain in place.  Trench backfill is to be measured and paid for separately and this 
quantity should be included in the plans. 
 
 
BACKFILL - PIPE CULVERTS 
 
Effective October 15, 1995 Revised January 1, 2007 
 
When trenches or excavation are made across existing pavement to remain in place, revise 
Article 542.04(f) 4th paragraph as follows: 
 
“The remainder of the trench and excavation shall be backfilled with trench backfill.  All backfill 
material shall be deposited in the trench or excavation in such a manner as not to damage the 
culvert.  Trench backfill above the center of the pipe shall be compacted by either Method 2 or 
Method 3 specified in Article 550.07, or in accordance with Method 1 specified in Article 550.07, 
except that the compacted lifts shall not exceed 8" (200 mm) in thickness. 
 
When the trench has been widened for the removal and replacement of unstable or unsuitable 
material, the backfilling with trench backfill and impervious material will be required for the entire 
width of the trench or excavation.  Each 8" (200 mm) layer for the entire trench width shall be 
completed before beginning the placement of the next layer.” 
 
Basis of Payment:  This work will not be paid for separately but shall be included in the contract 
unit price per foot (meter) for PIPE CULVERTS, of the type and diameter specified.  Trench 
backfill will be paid for as specified in Article 208.04. 
 
 
 


