
 
 

December 18, 2012 
 
CIRCULAR LETTER 2012-20 
 
RAILROAD PROTECTIVE LIABILITY INSURANCE 
           
COUNTY ENGINEERS/SUPERINTENDENT OF HIGHWAYS   
MUNICIPAL ENGINEERS/DIRECTORS OF PUBLIC WORKS/MAYORS 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
 
At the August 29, 2012 IDOT/Industry Policy Committee meeting, the department 
was asked “Do contractors have to indemnify railroads for the railroad’s own 
mistakes by obtaining railroad protective liability insurance?”. On October 23, 2012, 
the department’s Office of Chief Counsel provided a positive response to this 
question, as well as providing additional background information on railroad 
protective liability insurance. This response is attached for you information. 
 
Please contact the Local Policy Unit at DOT.LocalPolicy@Illinois.gov with any 
questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James K. Klein, S.E., P. E. 
Acting Engineer of Local Roads and Streets 
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