[image: C:\Users\kwhitt\Desktop\template.jpg]
[image: ]





Walk ‘n Roll to School
Rewards for School Partners

Thank you for joining schools throughout Illinois and the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) by participating in the Walk ‘n Roll to School program!  The Walk ‘n Roll to School program is designed to educate and encourage students so that they choose to walk or bike to school.  IDOT also wants to encourage our School Partners to continue and sustain their Walk ‘n Roll to School programs.  Active Walk ‘n Roll to School programs result in more Illinois students safely walking and biking.

School Partners
IDOT wants to publicly acknowledge and thank each School Partner for their commitment to the Walk ‘n Roll to School program.  Each School Partner will be listed on the IDOT SRTS website under the list of School Partners (insert link to School Partner list on the IDOT SRTS website).  Each of our School Partners is listed by their current Walk ‘n Roll to School level at the beginning of the school year.  Each School Partner’s Walk ‘n Roll to School program coordinators are listed, along with their contact information, if you click on the name of each school.  Feel free to contact another School Partner and brainstorm ideas, ask advice, or just learn what other schools are doing!

Most Outstanding School Partners
Each year, our most outstanding School Partners are acknowledged at the annual IDOT Safety Conference.  After our School Partners have submitted their Annual Successes Report, the IDOT Bureau of Safety staff reviews each annual report and selects the most outstanding School Partner in each of the nine (9) IDOT districts (insert link to IDOT districts map from IDOT website).  These School Partners have shown school and community engagement and participation in their Walk ‘n Roll to School program as well as unique and innovative ideas for events, programs, or other activities for their students.  The School Coordinators from each of the selected School Partners from the nine IDOT districts will be invited to attend the IDOT Safety Conference and to receive a certificate for the most outstanding Walk ‘n Roll to School programs throughout Illinois. (Note to IDOT:  The certificate will be something that IDOT can print and frame, if they choose to do so.  We will develop a template file for the certificate.)

The most outstanding School Partners will be listed on the IDOT SRTS website (insert link to Most Outstanding School Partners from Districts) by year.  The contact information for the School Coordinators from these Most Outstanding School Partners will be listed and would make a great resource for our other School Partners as they are developing and expanding their Walk ‘n Roll to School programs.

Every School Partner, at every Walk ‘n Roll to School level is eligible to be named as one of the Most Outstanding School Partners.  Even first year School Partners may be named as one of the Most Outstanding School Partners.  Our Most Outstanding School Partners are School Partners that are developing engaging and exciting Walk ‘n Roll to School programs.

Illinois Golden School Partner
Each year, one School Partner is selected as the Illinois Golden School Partner.  This School Partner has an active and exciting Walk ‘n Roll to School program that engages the students, parents, community, and local governmental leaders.  The Illinois Golden School Partner hosts events and has shown an increase of students walking and biking to/from school as a result of their Walk ‘n Roll to School program.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Illinois Golden School Partner is typically selected from our School Partners that have achieved at least a Level 43 – Gold Level in the Walk ‘n Roll to School program.  Similar to our Most Outstanding School Partners, the Illinois Golden School Partner (insert link to Illinois Golden School Partners from IDOT SRTS website) will be listed on the IDOT SRTS website.  The School Coordinators’ contact information will also be listed as well so that other School Partners can contact them for ideas or advice for development of other Walk ‘n Roll to School programs.  In addition to the School Coordinators being recognized at the IDOT Safety Conference, they will be given the opportunity to participate in a presentation about the Walk ‘n Roll to School program and share their program successes.  The School Coordinators for the Illinois Golden School Partner will also be invited to represent Illinois at the National Safety Conference.  (Note for IDOT:  These are just quick ideas.  By participating in a presentation at the Safety Conference, this could be a variety of things – an update on the statewide Walk ‘n Roll program, a presentation of ideas from the Illinois Golden School Partner and/or Most Outstanding School Partners, or even presentation for the Illinois Golden School Partner’s program.  Priscilla mentioned the possibility of sending people to the national safety conference.  We thought this would be the right place to include that incentive/reward.)  

Platinum Members Club
Upon reaching Level 5 – Platinum Level of the Walk ‘n Roll to School program, School Partners have achieved their ultimate goal of creating and sustaining an engaging and active Walk ‘n Roll to School program which has grown and has shown a successful increase of students walking and biking to school.  Upon reaching Level 5 – Platinum Level of the Walk ‘n Roll to School program, School Partners will become part of our Platinum Members Club.  Platinum Members Club can serve as mentors or advisors to other School Partners present their Walk ‘n Roll to School program stories on the IDOT SRTS website or various safety or traffic conferences, or act in an advisory manner to the IDOT Bureau of Safety on an as needed basis.  

Our Walk ‘n Roll to School Platinum Members are listed on the IDOT SRTS website under the Walk ‘n Roll to School Platinum Members Club (insert link to IDOT SRTS webpage with Platinum Members Club).  The School Coordinators’ contact information is listed on the website so that other School Partners can contact them for advice or ideas in developing their Walk ‘n Roll to School programs.

During the IDOT Safety Conference, the newest members of our Walk ‘n Roll to School Platinum Members Club will be recognized and presented with a plaque (Note to IDOT:  If budget allows, plaques for members would be ideal.  If not, we could develop a template for certificates that could be printed internally by IDOT and could be presented “as is” or could be framed.) of membership.    
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Safe Routes to School
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