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Public Meeting #3 Summary- Indiana 
 

The third Indiana public meeting for the Illiana Corridor Study was held on Wednesday, 
February 22, 2012 at Crown Point High School, located at 1500 South Main Street, Crown Point, 
Indiana from 5–8 PM.  The meeting was an open house format with a continuous PowerPoint 
presentation, exhibit boards for review, large scale aerials of the study area and a question and 
answer session to which meeting attendees provided comments, suggestions, issues and 
concerns.   The meeting was attended by 487 people, and 48 comment forms were received. 
 
The following public officials were in attendance: 

- Town of St. John:  President Michael Forbes 

- State Senate:  Bill Landske on behalf of Senator Sue Landske 

- Town of Cedar Lake:  Town Administrator, Ian Nicolini 

- Town of Lowell:  Councilman Craig Earley and Bob Philpot 

- Town of Schneider:  Dick Ludlow 

- Senator Coats Office:  Dave Murtaugh 

- Lake County:  Commissioner Gerry Scheub 

- Manhattan Township:  Township Supervisor, James Walsh 

- Peotone Township:  Kent Heisner 

 
Additional agencies/organizations represented included: 

- Lake County Police: Deputy Chief of Police, Dan Murchek  

- Grant Park Chamber of Commerce:  Bill Wold 

- Lake County Parks:  Craig Zanostra 

- Dunelands Sierra Club:  Sandy O’Brien 

- Sierra Club:  George Malis 

- NIRPC:  Steve Strains, Mitch Barloga, Bill Brown 

- Northwest Indiana Federation of Labor:  Dan Murchek 

- Calumet Astronomical Society:  Christopher Brownewell 

- US EPA:  Norm West 

 
The following Media were represented: 

- Times of NWI: Keith Benman 

- Lakeshore Public Television:  Sarah Holst & Jessica Turner 

- Lowell Tribune:  Nick Dmitrovich  

- Post Tribune:  Christine Lazerus 

- Times:  Kyle Telechan 
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Indiana Comment Summary 
During the Indiana public meeting 48 comment forms and 102 questions were submitted 
covering a variety of topics.  The summary below describes the most prominent categories and 
their frequency.  
 

Comment Category # of Comments 

Opposition/No Build 40 

Land acquisition/property value 32 

B3 Alignment Details/Suggestions 23 

Environmental Impacts/noise pollution 11 

Interchange Locations 11 

Alternative Suggestions 7 

Toll Revenue/Toll Road 7 

Funding 6 

Land Use 2 

Adverse Traffic 2 

Other 9 

TOTAL 150 

 
 

Comment Categories 
Opposition/No Build 

Several stakeholders posed questions during the question session of whether or not the B3 

preferred corridor could be opposed and what the best form would be to express opposition.  

 

Land Acquisition/Property Value 

Stakeholders expressed concern over decreased property value from the proposed expressway. 

Details were requested regarding compensation of properties near the expressway and those 

whose houses would be acquired and what the value would be during the down market. Also 

questions were raised regarding when each property owner would be notified regarding news of 

proposed route. Stakeholders were concerned when this acquisition process would start.  

 

Environmental Impacts/ Noise Pollution 

Concerns were raised over impacts that each corridor was measured against including the adverse noise 
and light pollution for those located near the proposed route. Further clarification of mitigated impacts 
was requested.  
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Interchange Locations 

Generally stakeholders wanted to know what local roads would be cut off or allowed access to the 
proposed expressway and how many interchanges would be considered in the plans. Several comments 
suggested locations and more details regarding the particular size of any interchanges on the proposed 
route particularly at Route 41 in Indiana and Route 394 in Illinois.  
 

B3 Alignment Details/Suggestions 

Details were requested regarding the number of lanes and specific location of the proposed expressway. 
Also comments were received regarding construction of the particular alignment and if certain sections 
would be open before others. Concern was raised for local roads that would dissect the proposed 
expressway and how EMS services would be maintained. Suggested refinements included: 

- Connecting to Route 2 in Indiana 
- Connect in with A4 and continue south of Lowell 
- Route should go north of 163rdSt and Broadway in Lowell 

 
Toll Revenue/Toll Road 

Comments received outlined concerns of low toll revenue as users might be deterred from paying tolls 
to utilize road.  
 

Funding 

Comments were received regarding potential private/public partnerships and if there were any 
identified at this point. Also questions were raised if no private investors step forward or costs soar 
would Illinois or Indiana be able to fund the proposed highway.  
 

Land Use 

Comments in this category were regarding development around the proposed corridor and tax base 
adjustments with the acquired properties.  
 
Adverse Traffic 

Stakeholders requested additional clarification on traffic numbers projected on proposed expressway 
and particularly how that would affect trucks traveling north/south on local routes. 

 

Alternative Corridor Comments 

Alternatives suggested for further consideration included the following: 
- A2 Alternative 
- Constructing the corridor along the high-tension power lines 
- A combination of B-3 on the west and A4, and C4   
- Develop Route 41 

Some stakeholders expressed opposition to the following alternative options: 
- A1  
- A3  
- A3S1 
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Other 

Additional comments received expressed concern over the Right to Work policy in Indiana, 

transportation of nuclear or chemical waste on proposed highway, and what multimodal opportunities 

have been identified so far. Also stakeholders requested to be added to the mailing list and provided 

feedback about the public meetings. 

 

 

 

Public Meeting #3 Summary- Illinois 
 
The third Indiana public meeting for the Illiana Corridor Study was held on Thursday, February 23, 2012 
at Matteson Hotel and Conference Center, 500 Holiday Plaza Drive Matteson, IL from 5–8 PM.  The 
meeting was an open house format with a continuous PowerPoint presentation, exhibit boards for 
review, large scale aerials of the study area and a question and answer session to which meeting 
attendees provided comments, suggestions, issues and concerns.   The meeting was attended by 245 
people, and 17 comment forms were received. 

 
The following public officials were in attendance: 

- City of Joliet: Greg Ruddy 

- City of Wilmington: Tony Graff , Darla Neises, Frank Studer 

- Congressman Kinzinger Office: Jen Mussman 

- Florence and Wilton Township Assessor: Dennis Bender 

- Florence Township: John Seibert 

- Grant Park Historical Society: Victor Frahm 

- Kankakee County: Mike Bossert, Mike Lammey, Mike Van Mille 

- Monee Township Highway Department: David Deutsch 

- Peotone Township Assessor: Pat Latham 

- Village of Channahon: Ed Dolezal 

- Village of Crete: Michael Einhorn 

- Village of Frankfort: Jim Holland 

- Village of Richton Park: Rick Reuhold 

- Village of Romeoville: Nathan Darga 

- Village of University Park: Vivian Covington, Jerry Townsend, Larry Brown, Milton Payton, Keith 

Griffin 

- Village of University Park Fire Department: Chuck Exner 

- Will County Farm Bureau/Will Township: Glenn Ginder 

- Will County Highway Department: Eric Wesel, Patti Killinger 

- Will County: Bruce Freifeld, Jim Moustis 
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- Will Township Highway Commissioner: Bruce Hamann 

- Will Township: Warren Asbrand, Everett Moeller 

- Wilmington Fire Department: Tim Zlomie 

- Wilton Township: Janice Schultz, Larry Christiansen 

  
Additional agencies/organizations represented included: 

- Prairie Creek Logistics IL Trucking Association: David Schultz 

- Illinois Tollway: Adam Lintner 

- ILMPO- Marta Perales 

- CSEDC: Mike Scholefield 

- Midewin Alliance: Jerry Heinrich 

- Midewin Tallgrass Prairie: Robert Hommes 

- Braidwood Chamber of Commerce: Angie Hutton 

- South Suburban Mayors and Managers: Ed Paesel 

 
The following Media were represented: 

- Free Press Newspapers: Pam Monson 

- The Daily Journal: Lee Provost 

- Chicago Tribune: Rich Wronski 

- Daily Journal: Flores  

- Southtown Star: Mary Paleologos 

- Southtown Star: Bret Rosen 

- WVLI Radio Kankakee: Ked 

- Will County News (blog): Ann Baskerville 
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During the Illinois public meeting 58 questions and 17 comment forms were submitted 
covering a variety of topics. The most predominant themes are summarized below:    
 
 
 

Comment Category # of Comments 

B3 Alignment Details/Suggestions 24 

Land acquisition/property value 14 

Alternative Suggestions  7 

Funding 7 

Other 7 

Sound Barriers 5 

Opposition/No Build 4 

Environmental Impacts 4 

Project Schedule 3 

TOTAL 75 

 

Comment Categories 
Land Acquisition/Property Value 

Comments were received requesting details of the land acquisition process, zoning requirements 

affecting taxes, property value compensation, and eminent domain.  

 

Sound Barriers 

Stakeholders submitted comments about sound barriers and what the project requirements will be 

to determine where they are placed along the route to reduce the noise/light pollution. 

 

B3 Alignment Details/Suggestions 

Comments were received that provided support for the B3 corridor as well as requesting further 

details for planned interchanges on the corridor. Also questions were received regarding increased 

traffic on existing interstates and local roads and if there would be increased capacity to further 

support B3. Specific suggestions included: 

- Connecting I-355 to proposed corridor 

- Connecting Rt. 394 to proposed corridor 

- Need for interchange at Rt. 53 

- Corridor only connecting I-57 to I-65 

- Coordination with Rt 129  
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Opposition/No Build 

Stakeholders wanted feedback about how the project would proceed if Indiana doesn’t have the 

support to build the proposed expressway. Also questions were asked how the study would 

proceed without local support. 

 

Project Schedule 

Stakeholders requested feedback regarding when the project is expected to reach a decision about 

the preferred corridor, when construction would begin, and how it would be phased. 

 

Environmental Impacts  

Stakeholders were concerned about how each impact was weighted. Concern was expressed about 

the acquisition of homes and how that measures to wildlife/natural impacts. 

 

Funding 

Stakeholders wanted to know how the project is being funding and if foreign investors will be involved.  
 
Alternative Suggestions 

Questions were posed regarding preference for alternate North or South routes or using Arsenal Road. 
Comments included if these alternatives would still be considered. 
 
Other 

Additional comments were received that requested maps, and further details about public meetings. 
Also consideration was requested to further coordinate with communities to assist land use planning.  
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Welcome! 
Public Meeting
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Study Process: What is NEPA?

•  The National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) requires 
federal agencies to integrate 
environmental values into their 
decision making processes by 
considering the environmental 
impacts of their proposed actions 
and reasonable alternatives to 
those actions.
and reasonable alternatives to and reasonable alternatives to 
those actions.
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Tiered Environmental Process

Detailed Engineering and Environmental
Studies of Preferred Alternative

Select 
Preferred 
Alternative

Develop & Evaluate 
Alternatives for 

All Modes

Identify 
Transportation 

Needs

Select 
Preferred 
Alternative

Develop & Evaluate
Alternatives for 

All Modes

Identify 
Transportation 

Needs

S T A K E H O L D E R  I N V O L V E M E N T

S T A K E H O L D E R  I N V O L V E M E N T

Detailed Engineering and Environmental
Studies of Preferred Alternative

Select 
Preferred 
Alternative

Develop & Evaluate 
Alternatives for 

All Modes

Identify 
Transportation 

Needs

S T A K E H O L D E R  I N V O L V E M E N T

S T A K E H O L D E R  I N V O L V E M E N T

Develop, evaluate, and recommend preferred transportation alternative

Detailed alignment, definition and evaluation
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Public Meeting
December 2011

• Present Purpose 
 and Need
• Present Transportation
 Performance Report
• Solicit Alternatives 
 and Evaluation

Public Meeting
February 2012

• Continued 
 alternatives 
 evaluation
•  Alternatives to be 
 carried forward

Public Hearing 
Summer 2012

•  Present (DEIS)
•  Recommended
 Alternative(s)

Data 
Collection

Purpose
& Need

Alternatives Development 
& Evaluation

Preferred 
Alternative(s)

S T A K E H O L D E R  I N V O L V E M E N T  A N D  A G E N C Y  I N P U T2011 2013

Record of
Decision

WE ARE HERE

Public Meeting
June 2011

• Study process 
• Solicit issues 
 and concerns

CPG/TTF Meetings

Public Outreach Schedule
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KEY PRINCIPLES
•	Balance	mobility,	community	
	 needs,	and	environment,	with	
	 safety	paramount

•	Involve	stakeholders	early	and			 	 	 	
	 often	in	the	planning	process

•	Address	all	transportation	modes

•	Involve	all	appropriate	disciplines	
	 in	planning	and	design

•	Consider	flexibility	as	part	of	design

•	Incorporate	aesthetics	into	design

CSS is used by IDOT and INDOT in the planning and design of major projects.

Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS)

An interdisciplinary approach that seeks 
effective, multimodal transportation solutions 
by working with stakeholders to 
develop, build, and maintain cost-effective 
transportation facilities which fit into and 
reflect the project’s surroundings.
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Project Working Group Structure

� Agencies
(i.e. transportation, 

resource etc.)
•

Communities, Counties, 
other units of Government

•
Interested Groups

•
Organizations

TECHNICAL
TASK 
FORCE

CORRIDOR 
PLANNING GROUP

(CPG)

PROJECT SPONSORS
IDOT • INDOT • FHWA

County and
Municipalities 

•
Northwestern Indiana

Regional Planning 
Commission

Counties and 
Municipalities 

• 
Chicago Metropolitan 
Agency for Planning

•
Kankakee Area 
Transportation 
 Study (KATS)

ILLINOIS INDIANA
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Goals for the Study Area
• Improve east-west connectivity

• Improve truck freight movement while addressing 
 congestion  and providing future capacity needs

• Avoid and mitigate environmental, social 
 and property impacts

• Maximize economic development opportunities

• Coordinate community land use plans

• Identify a fi nancially feasible sustainable 
 transportation project

What Have Stakeholders Said?

 Identify a fi nancially feasible sustainable  Identify a fi nancially feasible sustainable 
 transportation project transportation project
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Purpose and Need – What Is It?

Purpose & Need
Technical Analysis

Stakeholder Input

A concise statement of the 
transportation problems to 

be addressed

Improve Regional Mobility

Address Local System      
Deficiencies

Provide for Efficient       
Movement of  Freight

1

2

3

An important factor in selecting the best alternative is its ability to address the Purpose and Need for improvements. 
Therefore, it is important to have a good understanding of those needs as we identify possible alternatives. Based 
on the technical analysis and public involvement fi ndings,three transportation needs have been initially identifi ed.
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Stakeholder In
put

EvaluateR
ef

in
e

Alternatives Evaluation

Best Blend of:
> Improved Travel Performance
> Minimize Environmental Impacts
> Compatibility with Community Goals

Stakeholder Input > Refine > Evaluate
CONTINUOUS PROCESS
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Questions and Answers

•  If you have a question after viewing the 
PowerPoint presentation, please write it on 
this card and drop it in the question box. 

•  Study team members will respond to 
anonymous questions presented by an 
independent moderator beginning at 
6:00 p.m. and again at 7:00 p.m. 

•  Also, please feel free to speak to one of the 
Study Team representatives in the exhibit room. 

Thanks for your participation!
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Express Your Opinion

Project Website

Visit	
illianacorridor.org	
for	up	to	date	

project	information

• Written and online comment forms

• Comments received by March 9, 2012 
 will become part of the Public 
 Meeting record

Comment Forms
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Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement

•  DEIS federal/state document that includes:
  – The Purpose and Need of the project
  – The environmental setting of the project
  –  The range of transportation  

alternatives that were considered
  –  The environmental impacts of the  

transportation alternatives
  – Discuss mitigation strategies
• Presented at Public Hearing
•  Final EIS submitted for approval  

followed by a “Record of Decision”
•  Final EIS submitted for approval 

followed by a “Record of Decision”

K - 385



B3A1ALTERNATIVES
Impact Summary

 Environmental Impacts 

 Community Impacts

Financial Summary

 Preliminary Capital Cost Estimate

 Preliminary Toll Revenue Estimate

 Preliminary Financial Viability Estimate

Performance Summary

 Toll Traffic Diversion

 Compatibility with Multi-Purpose Uses

Best Performing:

X

X
X

X

X
X

X

X

Second Round Comparison
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Alternative Evaluation Continues

•	 	The	“A”	Alternatives	are	higher	performing	
but	have	greater	impacts	and	cost

•	 	The	“B”	alternatives	have	lower	impacts,	
lower	cost	but	medium	performance

•	 	Arterials	A-1	and	B-2	and	C4	have	high	
impacts	and	lower	travel	benefits	and	are	
set	aside	from	further	analysis

Major Corridors

•	 Lowest	environmental	impacts
•	 Higher	travel	benefit	potential
•	 	Greater	cohesion	with	local	planning
•	 Highest	multimodal	corridor	compatibility
•	 	Lowest	potential	cost

Refined  
“A” and “B” Corridors

Preliminary  
Recommendation B3

•	 	Corridors	are	further	refined	to	mitigate	impacts
•	 	Diagonal	routes	A3S1,	B1	and	A4	had	particularly	

greater	agriculture	and	property	impacts	and	
relatively	poor	performance	vs.	impacts
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Illinois/Indiana 
Public Meeting #3 

February 22-23, 2012 
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I L / I N  P u b l i c  M e e t i n g  # 3    |    2  

 Purpose of Today’s Meeting 

• Study Process and Schedule 
• Evaluation Criteria and Process 
• Corridor Alternatives 
• Preliminary Recommendation 
• Next Steps 

– Tier 1 - Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
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 Tiered Environmental Process 
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Public Meeting 

June 2011 

 

Public Meeting 

December 2011 

Public Hearing 

Summer 2012 

 

CPG/TTF Meetings 

Public Meeting 

February 2012 

Where Are We Now? 

TIER 1 TIMELINE 
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 Region Serves as a Vital Link 

    2010 – 2040 

P
O

P
U

LA
TI

O
N

 

JO
B

 G
R

O
W

TH
 

+176% 

+225% 

• National link for 

transportation and goods 

movement 

• Key intermodal logistical area 

for transfer of freight 
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• Improve Regional Mobility  
 

Purpose & Need 

• Address Local System Deficiencies  
• Provide for Efficient  Movement 
 of Freight 
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 Improve Regional Mobility 

• Address Projected 
Growth 

• Improve Regional 
Travel Times/Delay 

    2010 – 2040 

 
REGIONAL 
GROWTH  
DELAYS 
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 Address Local System Deficiencies 

Address Lack of higher class functional  

East-West Routes through the Study Area 

 

Study Area 
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 Provide for Efficient Movement of Freight 

• Provide More Efficient  
Freight Movement 

• Improve Accessibility  
for Freight Facilities 

HOURS  
OF  

TRUCK  
TRAFFIC  
DELAY 

    2010 – 2040 

INCREASE  
IN  

TRUCK 
TRAVEL  

+193% 

ECONOMIC 
LOSS 
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 Public Involvement  

Project 

Website 

7 CPG/TTF Meetings 

2 Public Meetings 

60 Community Meetings 

5 Newsletters/Fact Sheets 
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Corridor Alternatives 

K - 398



I L / I N  P u b l i c  M e e t i n g  # 3    |    1 2  

 Corridor  Evaluation 
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 Southern Corridors / Arterials  

C4 

Arterial B-2 

Arterial A-1 

 

 

• Highest impact to residential,  

commercial & historic properties 

• Low travel performance 

 

 

Arterial A-1 & B-2 

 

• Low travel performance 

• Sensitive areas include  

Kankakee River floodplains 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C4 
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 Northern Corridors 

 

PICKS UP 

MOST 

TRAFFIC 

 

 

• Natural environment 

• Residential and 

Commercial Properties 

 

 

 

GREATER IMPACT TO: 

 

 

• Future expansion 

• Multimodal opportunities 

 

SEVERELY RESTRICTED FOR: 
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 Central Corridors 

PICKS UP 

MODERATE 

TRAFFIC 

 

 

• Accommodating Future growth 

• Truck traffic volume & more 

flexible multimodal opportunities 

 

 

 

BEST OPTION FOR: 

 

 

• Wetlands 

• Forested areas 

 

 

3X LOWER IMPACTS TO: 
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The preliminary recommendation is for 
Corridor B3 to be carried forward as the 

preferred corridor 

Alternative B3 

Why move B3 forward? 

Lowest environmental  
impacts 

Higher travel benefit 
potential 

Greater cohesion with 
local planning 
 ALSO 

Highest multimodal 
corridor compatibility 

Lowest  
potential cost 
 

Alternative B3 has the: 

+ 
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 What are the Next Steps? 

Public Meeting 

June 2011 

• Study process 

• Solicit issues  

and concerns 

Public Meeting 

December 2011 

• Present Purpose  

and Need 

• Present Transportation 

Performance Report  

• Solicit Alternatives and 

Evaluation 

Public Hearing 

Summer 2012 

• Present DEIS 

• Recommended 

Alternative(s) 

Public Meeting 

February 2012 

• Continued 

alternatives 

evaluation  

• Alternatives to be 

carried forward 

CPG/TTF Meetings 

(S) 

TIER 1 TIMELINE 

K - 404



I L / I N  P u b l i c  M e e t i n g  # 3    |    1 8  

 

• Study team members 
available in exhibit room 

Questions? 

• Please submit your 
written questions to 
study team members 

• Q & A session held at 
6:00 PM and 7:00 PM  
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 We Want to Hear from You! 

• Written comment forms 
• Online comment forms at 

www.illianacorridor.org 

• Comments received  
by March 9, 2012 will 
become part of the  
public meeting record. 
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Thank You for Attending! 
Please visit the  
exhibit room and meet with  
study team members.  

 

Do not delete this 
box – it creates the 

hold timing for 
looping effect 
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Cooridor Analysis

 400’ Working Alignment
2000’

Corridor

For new limited access alternative 
corridors, each of the identifi ed 
corridors contained one or more 
“working alignments” within the 
2,000 feet overall corridor width that 
was evaluated for socioeconomic 
and environmental impacts. A 400 
feet working alignment width was 
assumed, which is the approximate 
width that would be considered for a 
new limited access transportation 
corridor. 
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