


FOREWORD

Palatine/Willow Road is a Strategic Regional
Arterial in Cook County between U.S, Route 14
{Northwest Highway) in Palatine and Interstate
94 (Edens Expressway) in Northfield. The Stra-
tegic Regional Arterial (SRA) report for Palatine/
Willow Road has been prepared for the lllinois
Department of Transportation and the Strate-
gic Regional Arterial Subcommittee of the Work
Program Committee of the Chicago Area Trans-
portation Study by Harland Bartholomew &
Associates, Inc.

As an SRA route, Palatine/Willow Road is
intended to function as part of a regional arte-
rial system, carrying high volumes of long-dis-
tance traffic in conjunction with other SRA
routes and the regional expressway and transit
systerns. This report is one element of a long-
range plan for all routes in the SRA network.
Together, the route studies constitute a com-
prehensive, coordinated plan for the entire SRA
network.

Volume | of this report includes a description
of the SRA study objective and process, a de-
tailed exposition and analysis of the existing
route conditions, recommendations for ultimate,
low-cost and post-2010 improvements, and ex-
hibits of existing facility, environmental, and
developmental characteristics and recom-
mended improvements. Volume [l contains
details and documentation of the public involve-
ment process including citizen comments.
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SECTION FOUR
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

4.1 THE PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS

The public involvement process includes three elements: three SRA Advisory Panel meetings, the
public hearing, and the newsletters to the Panel members and coordinator. The Panel meetings were
held on March 9, 1990 and November 15, 1990. The final Panel meeting will be held prior to the
public hearing. The final Panel meeting and the public hearing are scheduled for the Spring of 1992.
SRA newsletters —called the 8 patlight -were issued in July, October, and December, 1990; and
March, May, July and October, 1991.

Copies of the meetings minutes and newsletters are included as Sections 4.2 through Sections 4.4,
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4.2 ADVISORY PANEL MEETING MINUTES

The advisory panel for Palatine/Willow Road met three times during the route study: March 9,
1990; November 15, 1990; and April 22, 1992. At the first Panel meeting, presentations were
made to introduce the SRA system, its relation to the 2010 TSD Plan and Operation Greenlight,
and the SRA study process. At the November 1990 meeting, presentations were made to
review progress on the SRA study and alternative improvement concepts to be considered for
Palatine/Willow Road. At the final Panel meeting, the recommended improvements were
presented as in the Preliminary Draft Report.

At each of the Panel meetings, opportunity was provided for those attending the meetings to
ask questions, make comments and discuss the presentation and recommendations. In addition
to the officials from municipalities and counties along the route, panel members included
representatives of other organizations interested in transportation within the Palatine/Wiliow
Road corridor.

Copies of the minutes of the Panel meetings are contained in the following pages.
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MEETING MINUTES

BTRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL BYBTEM
ADVIBORY PANEL MEETING
PALATINE/WILLOW ROAD

8:30 AM -~ MARCH 9, 1990
PROSPECT HEIGHTS CITY HALL
1 N. ELMHURST ROAD
PROSPECT HEIGHTS, IL

The SRA Advisory Panel Meeting for Palatine/Willow Road
was held between representative of the Illinois Department
of Transportation (IDOT), Chicago Area Transportation
Study (CATB), Harland Bartholomew & Associates (HBA), and
the 8tudy Advisory Panel Members on March 9, 1990 at the
Prospect Heights City Hall. Attendees are listed on the
attached Meeting Register., Results and specific items
discussed are outlined as follows:

1. Eugene Ryan (CATS) provided introduction and
discussion of the 2010 TSD Plan, Operation
Greenlight, and the SRA Systemn.

2. Richard Starr (IDOT) provided the Introduction to k
SRA Study.

3. Paulette Carolin (HBA) provided an Overview of the
Study Process and Discussion of the SRA Design
Concept Development.

Following the presentations, the Advisory Panel Members
had these questions and comments:

1. Will the study take into account the differences
along the route (such as industrial areas versus
residential areas) or will there be a single standard
for the proposed & improvements along the route.
Ans: The study will consider the need for different
treatment along different portions of the route.

2. The study should consider the need for bicycle
crossing on multi~lane arterials.

3. Will the Techny Studies be taken into account in the
SRA Study? Ans: Yes, SRA Study will be coordinated
with all ongoing studies including Techny.

4. How many public hearings will there be? Ans: One in
each county for each route.
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What will format be for public hearing? Ans: Open
house format, with proposals displayed and CATS, IDOT
and Consultant Staff available to answer questions.
A court reporter will be present to take formal
statements.

Will consultant recommended final plan or will it be
a joint advisory panel/consultant recommendation?
Ans: An important part of the process is building
consensus on the long range plan for each route.
Hopefully there will be a consensus of the advisory
panel on the final recommendation. Contractually,
the consultant has the responsibility to prepare the
final recommended plan.

Will the study address the current IDOT standards?
Ans: Yes, the consultant will review the IDOT
standards and recomnend what changes may be appropri-
ate for SRA routes.

Will the study consider Level of Service Standards on
the route? Ans: Yes.

How will the study address rail? Ans: Grade sepa-
rations on the SRA routes is one of the types of
improvement to be considered; also, the study will
consider improvements in access to commuter rail
stations.

Please inform the writer of any revisions or modifications
to these meeting minutes.

Respectfully Submitted,

w &,E‘Mm@

Robert A. Duchek

RAD:cr

Nancy Magnus
Attendees
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MEETING MINUTES

STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL SYSTEM
ADVISORY PANEL MEETING
PALATINE/WILLOW ROAD

8:00 A.M. - NOVEMBER 15, 1990
NORTHBROOK VILLAGE FIRE DEPARTMENT
740 DUNDEE ROAD
NORTHBROOK, ILLINOIS

The SRA Advisory Panel Meaeting for Palatine/Willow Read in Suburban Cock
County was held among representatives of the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATS), Harland
Bartholomew & Associates (HBA) and the Study Advisory Panel Members on
November 15, 1990. Attendees are listed on the attached Meeting Register. Results
and specific items discussed are outlined as follows:

1. Eugene Ryan (CATS) provided an introduction and brief review of the SRA
system and its role in the 2010 TSD Plan.

2. Polly Carolin (HBA) provided a brief review of the SRA study process,
discussed the physical relationship between iL-64 and intersecting major
transportation corridors, displayed the existing and desirable conditions for
the route, and reviewed alternatives to be studied for bringing the existing
roadway to the desirable level of improvement.

Following the presentations, the Advisory Panel Members had these questions and
comments:

1. The Village of Northbrook recommended that the interchange with i-294
be modified to handle traffic onto the expressway more efficiently.

2. Concern was expressed that the alternatives did not adequately reflect the

need for improved mass transit facilities. Others commented that such
facilities would not significantly reduce demand for roadway improvements.
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3. The Village of Northbrock noted that a new Metra station is being
proposed for the Milwaukee line at Willow.

4. The Village of Northfield commented on four topics: a) new development
at Techny is expected to significantly increase traffic through Northfield; b)
Sunset Ridge Elementary School is a primary concern associated with
widening Willow; a pedestrian grade separation has been studied and may
not be feasible; c) the closing of Old willow Road at its western
intersection with Willow in Northfield would be acceptable only if the
closure were heavily landscaped; and d} the Village has examined the
possibility of other intersecting road closures, and supports signal
interconnection and coordination.

5. IDOT commented that right-of-way (ROW) cannot legally be acquired from
other units of government without their permission.

6. The Village of Arlington Heights was less concerned about consistency of
the cross section than the impact of grade separations on access to
abutting commercial properties and associated additional ROW needs on
abutting homeowners. A consistent eightlane arterial cross section is
expected to be the most acceptable of the alternatives to the Village.

7. It was generally agreed that the existing cross section between Rand and
Schoenbeck is less than desirable.

Please inform the writer of any revisions or modifications to these meeting minutes.
Respectfully submitted,

ﬁ%»l?}r\?m BQ&LN

Paulette M. Carolin, AICP

cc: Nancy Magnus, with attachments
Attendees
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MEETING MINUTES

STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL SYSTEM
ADVISORY PANEL MEETING
PALATINE/WILLOW ROAD

APRIL 22, 1992 - 10:00 AM
NORTHWEST MUNICIPAL CONFERENCE
1616 E. GOLF ROAD
DES PLAINES, ILLINOIS

The third SRA Advisory Panel Meeting for Palatine/Willow Road in Cook
County was held between representatives of the lllinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATS), Harland
Bartholomew & Assoclates (HBA) and the Advisory Panel Members on April
22, 1992 at the office of the Northwest Municipal Conference. Attendees are
listed on the attached Meeting Register. Results and speclfic items
discussed are outlined as follows:

1. Rob Hull of HBA provided a brief review of the SRA study objectives
and study process and then discussed the SRA project

recommendations outlined in the draft SRA report for Palatine/Willow
Road.

2. The Village of Northfield inquired as to the public meeting format.

Response: Public meeting will be held in an open house format. The
public will be invited to view a slideshow and exhibits and are
encouraged to ask questions and record statements concerning the
improvements.

3. The Lake-Cook T.M.A. questioned whether the SRA study will

recommend new ramp configurations or interchange types at Interstate
294,

Response: Recommendations at this interchange do not include total
interchange reconstruction, but rather increasing capacity with the
existing diamond configuration. Traffic circulation at this interchange,

102 Wilmot Road » Suite 220 = Deerfield lllincis 60015 « (708) 405-0252 = Fax: {708) 405-0261



Palatine/Willow Road Advisory Panel
Meeting Minutes

April 22, 1992

Page 2

and in this corridor In general, would also be improved by a more
equitable Interchange spacing along Interstate 294,

4. The Village of Northbrook questioned whether the SRA study has

determined what affect additional interchanges along Interstate 294 will
have on congestion. '

Response: No, SRA study has not determined the potential reduction
in Palatine traffic volume due to additional interstate 294 interchanges.

5. Village of Northfield asked if the Edens spur has ever been studied for

the addition of a westbound Interstate 94 to southbound Interstate 294
movement.

Response: This movement has not been studied.

6. Village of Arlington Heights questioned whether the final report will give
two alternates for the year 2010 recommendation or will a determination
be made prior to the final report printing.

Response: SRA study will not make a determination between 2010
alternates in order to lessen confusion with recently initiated Phase |
study. That study will determine which of the recommended alternates
will provide the most desirable operating features on the facility. The
SRA study will provide good preliminary input to the Phase | consultant.

7. City of Prospect Heights requested that a pedestrian grade separation
be included in the plans at Schoenbeck Road to facilitate safer
pedestrian access to schools and parks on the southwest comner.

8. Village of Glenview asked when these recommended improvements will
be constructed.

Response: No timetable has been established since there are
presently no funds available for the SRA improvements.

9. Village of Glenview inquired as to how the SRA report will effect
ongoing studies of the route.
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Meeting Minutes

April 22, 1992

Page 3

Response: Ongoing studies will continue and coordination between
the two studies will occur where applicable. Some studies (e.g.,
Gateway Study) will allow money to be released tor Phase |

engineering upon their completion and further coordination between the
SRA study will occur at that point.

10. The Village of Northbrook asked whether IDOT is willing to make a
major expenditure on a project that is unwanted by the locals.

Response: With limited funds for roadway improvements, IDOT is
most likely to make funds available to those communities who desire
the improvements.

11. Lake-Cook T.M.A. stated that IDOT should set priority for improvements
based on need or benetit, not solely on community acceptance.

Response: Lobbying by outside groups for particular improvements
would be beneficial in bringing such projects into the forefront,

12. Village of Glenview asked for an explanation of the variation In median
widths used along the route and whether they can be reduced.

Response: Median widths are based on the degree to which access
can be controlled along the route. Yes, the width can be reduced at
some locations.

Please inform the writer of any modifications or revisions to these meeting
minutes.

Respectfully submitted,

HARLAND BARTHOLOMEW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

M%W. eterson, P.E.

MWP/bp

cc:  Nancy Magnus, IDOT
Advisory Panel Members
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PALATINE/WILLOW ROAD
SECTION 4: Public involvement

4.3 PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES AND RECORDED COMMENTS

A Public Hearing was held on May 20, 1992 to present recommended improvements to
Palatine/Willow Road as part of the SRA system and to obtain public input. The Public Hearing
was conducted in an open house format with exhibits displayed showing the recommended
improvements for the entire SRA route on aerial photographs as well as typical roadway cross-
sections. Also, a slide presentation was shown every half-hour during the hearing. These
presentations included the scope and objectives of the SRA system; the relation of Palatine/
Willow Road to the overall system; and the scope of recommended improvements for the entire
SRA route.

Representatives of the lllinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the SRA project
consultant were available during the hearing to discuss the project and answer questions. A
court reporter was present during the hearing to take oral comments, and written statements
were accepted during the hearing. An additional period of 30 days following the hearing was
provided for submission of written statements to the IDOT District One office.

Included in this section are copies of the following:
public hearing notice,

public hearing handout,

summary of public hearing,

public hearing register (Attachment A),
slide presentation narrative (Attachment B),
recorded oral comments (Attachment C),
written comments (Attachment D), and
IDOT response letters (Attachment E).
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lllinois Department
of Transportation

INVITES YOU TO ATTEND
A PUBLIC HEARING

CONCERNING:

PALATINE/WILLOW ROAD
between US ROUTE 14 (Northwest Hwy.) and
INTERSTATE 94 (Edens Expressway)
in COOK COUNTY

WEDNESDAY,MAY 20, 1992
2p.m.-8pm.
RAMADA INN NORTHBROOK
2875 N. MILWAUKEE AVENUE
NORTHBROOK, IL 60062

PURPOSE OF HEARING:

¢  To present recommended improvements for
Palatine/Willow Road as part of the Strategic
Regional Arterial (SRA) system

*  To obtain public input

A slide presentation will be shown every half hour
starting at 2 p.m. with the last show at 7:30 p.m.
Exhibits will be on display with 1llinois Department
of Transportation personnel available to discuss the
project and to answer questions.

This hearing will be handicapped accessible. Those
persons planning to attend and in need of special
accommodations should contact Rich Starr at (708)
705-4095 in the District One office.

DISTRICT ONE OFFICE

Illinois Department of Transportation
District 1
Division of Highways
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096
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Summary of Public Hearing
Palatine/Willow Road Strategic Regional Arterial

Wednesday, May 20, 1992
2 pm to 8 pm
Northbrook Ramada Inn
2875 North Milwaukee Avenue
Northbrook, lllinois

A public hearing was held by the lllinois Department of Transportation to present
recommendations for improvements to Palatine/Willow Road as part of the Strategic
Regional Arterial System and to obtain public input. The recommended improvements
include the following:

¢ Between U.S. Route 14 (Northwest Highway) and lllinois Route 53
Two through traffic lanes in each direction with continuous median, left-
turn lanes, and coordinated traffic signals.

¢ Between illinois Route 53 and Interstate 294 (Tri-State Tollway) Two
through traffic lanes in each direction with one-lane frontage roads or three
through traffic lanes in each direction with no frontage roads, continuous
median, left-turn lanes, and coordinated traffic signals.

e Between Interstate 294 (Tri-State Tollway) and llinois Route 43
(Waukegan Road) - Three through traffic lanes in each direction with
continuous median, left-turn lanes, and coordinated traffic signals.

¢ Between lllinois Route 43 (Waukegan Road) and Interstate 94 (Edens
Expressway) - Two traffic lanes in each direction with continuous median,
left-turn lanes, and coordinated traffic signals.

Acquisition of additional right-of-way is recommended between Shermer Road and
llinois Route 43 (Waukegan Road).

Additionally, a post-2010 improvement recommends implementation of an access
controlled expressway facility with two through lanes in each direction plus one-way
frontage roads between lllinois Route 53 and Interstate 294 (Tri-State Toliway). This
improvement would require new grade separations at Kennicott Avenue, Arlington
Heights Road, U.S. Route 12 (Rand Road), Windsor Drive, Schoenbeck Road, Wheeling
Road, and Sanders Road.

The public hearing was conducted in an open house format. A copy of the
attendance register for the hearing is provided as Attachment A to this summary.
Exhibits showing the recommended improvements were displayed for public viewing.



During the hearing, a narrated slide presentation was given every 30 minutes. This
presentation included general information about the Strategic Regional Arterial
System and Operation GreenLight, as well as identifying the scope of improvements
recommended for the Strategic Regional Arterial Route. A copy of the narrative for
the slide presentation is provided as Attachment B to this summary.

Representatives of the lllinois Department of Transportation as well as the project
consultant, Harland Bartholomew & Associates, Inc., were present during the hearing
to answer questions and discuss the project recommendations. Also, a court reporter
was present during the hearing to take oral comments, and provision was made for
submission of written comments at the hearing and for a period of 30 days following
the hearing. A copy of the recorded oral comments is provided as Attachment C to
this summary; copies of the received written comments are provided as Attachment D.
In addition to the recorded oral and written comments, the following comments were
expressed to IDOT or project consultant representatives by those attending the
hearings:

® A number of Northfield residents were concerned about the additional lanes
recommended on Willow Road through their community. Residents believed
that widening Willow Road to four lanes would increase congestion, pose
additional safety hazards and adversely affect the quality of life and property
values.

RE: Widening Willow Road would relieve congestion on minor streets
created by drivers seeking alternate routes in order to avoid congestion on
Willow Road. Safety would increase on the minor streets as drivers returned
to using Willow Road for their trips.

o Several Northfield residents suggested routing Willow Road traffic to parallel
east-west routes to preclude the need for additional lanes in their community.
Alternate routes suggested included the Edens spur and Lake Street.

RE: Lake Street is not an appropriate alternate if the most direct route for
the trip is Willow Road. The Edens spur could possibly relieve some Willow
Road congestion if additional movements were added at the interchanges.
Again, it would not represent the most direct route for many Willow Road
trips.

® Several Northbrook residents were concerned about the proximity of
additional lanes to their homes and the potential noise, safety and visual
impacts.



RE: Where possible the median width could be reduced to maintain a larger
distance between the edge of the through lanes and adjacent structures.

Several Northbrook residents were concerned about the maintenance of
existing access between Pfingsten Road and Shermer Road where a barrier
median is recommended.

RE: Where right-of-way is insufficient for the development of a left turn lane,
it may be necessary to convert some access points into right turn in/right
turn out operation,

Several attendees complained about the noise caused by heavy vehicles
traversing the rough pavement on Palatine Road between Windsor Drive and
Wheeling Road.

RE: Phase | design for the reconstruction of this portion of Palatine Road will
begin this year.

Several Arlington Heights and Prospect Heights residents questioned whether
or not noise walls would be included with the reconstruction of Palatine Road
through their community.

RE: The reconstructed roadway as displayed in the exhibits would utilize the
existing pavement area and not encroach on any unpaved areas closer to
homes.

Several questions were raised concerning the timing of the Phase | project
and the two improvement alternatives recommended between lllinois Route
53 and Interstate 294,

RE: The Phase | project will determine which of the recommended roadway
alternatives is the most desirable for future construction.

Several questions were raised concerning intersection improvements and
access treatments associated with the two improvement alternatives
recommended between lllinois Route 53 and Interstate 294.

RE: The junior expressway alternate will maintain the frontage road system
and access will be very similar to the existing roadway configuration. The six
lane arterial alternate will allow direct access to the through lanes from
driveways and cross streets that previously accessed the frontage road
system. These minor access points would be right turn in/right turn out only.



Concerns were expressed by two businesses along Palatine Road as to the
disposition of a median opening just east of U.S. Route 12 where a
continuous median is recommended.

RE: A raised median is desired along the suburban SRA in order to
consolidate access to signalized intersections. Unsignalized left turns on a 6
lane SRA route are very undesirable from a safety standpoint.

Concerns were expressed by several attendees about the unsafe signal
operation at the intersections of the Palatine Road ramps with lllincis Route
83.

RE: The signal operation of these intersections could be investigated with the
Phase | improvement of Palatine Road or the SRA study of lllinois Route 83.

A concern was expressed about the high speed of vehicles on the Palatine
Road frontage roads.

RE: The traffic on frontage roads is often extremely light and there is a
tendency of vehicles using them to exceed the posted speed.

An Arlington Heights resident expressed the need for a pedestrian grade
separation on Palatine Road at Kennicott Avenue for pedestrian access to
parks and schools.

RE: Due to the proximity of parks and a school near this intersection, there
may be significant pedestrian activity near this intersection. A grade
separation could be appropriate at this intersection and should be considered
in the future.



PUBLIC HEARING REGISTER

ATTACHMENT A
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PALATINE/WILLOW ROAD SRA
PUBLIC HEARING SLIDE PRESENTATION

Woelcome to this Public Hearing. The Illinois Department of Transportation
Is pleased to present recommended improvements for Palatine/Willow
Road between U.S. Route 14 (Northwest Highway) and interstate 94
(Edens Expressway) as part of the Strategic Regional Arterial System.

The Strategic Regional Arterial System Is a 1340-mile network of existing
roads in Northeastern Illinois. This system is part of the 2010 Transporta-
tion System Development Plan adopted in 1989 as the official long-range

plan for transportation improvements in the six-county area of Northeast-
ern {llinois.

The Strategic Regional Arterial System is ailso a major element of Opera-
tion GreenLight, an eight-point program developed in response to a
growing awareness of traffic congestion in the region. In the last few
years, rapid economic development and population growth have resulted
in increased congestion on the expressways and on arterial and local
streets as well. Although projects are underway to increase the capacity

- of the highway and transit system, continued economic and population

growth are expected to place Increasing demands on the transportation
system.

As one of the key elements in Operation GreenLight, the Strategic Re-
glonal Arterial System Is intended to supplement the expressway system

- by providing a network of roads for long-distance travel across the reglon. -

The system [s also intended to improve access to the expressway system
and major transit routes for regional trips.

However, the Strategic Reglonal Arterial System alone is not Intended to
solve the congestion problem In the Chicago area. In addition to creating
the Strategic Regional Arterial System, Operation GreenLight also in-
cludes other elements, such as developing major transit and highway
facllities;

improving other arterial routes In the region; and reducing demand on the
highway and arterial system.

Together the eight points of Operation GreenLight are a blueprint for a
comprehensive approach to improve transportation in Northeastern lllinols,
and planning the Strategic Regional Arterial System is receiving high
priority.
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Within the overall system, three different route types have been defined

based upon future density of development in the reglon. The three route
types are designated as rural, suburban and urban.

Urban routes are located In the City of Chicago and adjacent portions of
more densely developed suburbs such as Oak Park. Suburban route
designations encompass most of suburban Cook and Lake Counties, all of
DuPage County and the more developed portions of McHenry, Kane and
Will Counties. Rural routes are located in the outer portions of Lake,
McHenry, Kane and Will Counties. :

Each of the three route types has different characteristics which affect the
type and scope of potential future improvements. Routes located in
densely urbanized areas typically have minimal possibilities for roadway
expansion. However, improvements could be made to intersections, local
transit facilities and low structural clearances. For routes in developing
suburban areas, preservation of right-of-way, additional lanes on road-
ways, and signal coordination may be considered. In rural areas, preser-
vation of right-of-way and controlled access would provide for movement
of through traffic and accommodate future needs.

Deslirable characteristics for each of the three route types have been

~ defined in the Strategic Reglonal Asterial Concept Report, completed in

January, 1991. These characteristics identify desirable standards In
planning for the routes on the system.

Detailed studies of the entire 1340-mile system are being carried out In
phases over the next five years. The first phase of studies, which began - -

in January, 1990, covers 245 miles of the system, including Palatine/
Willow Road.

Development of a comprehensive, long-range plan for the entire Strateglic
Regional Arterial network Is necessary in order to Implement improve-
ments to the system In a coordinated and cost effective way. To accom-

plish this consistently throughout the system, the route studies are guided
by eight objectives.

- Determine the types of roadway Improvements needed for each
route inciuding additional lanes, signalization and Interchanges.

- Identify and protect needed right-of-way.

- Examine ways to enhance public transportation.
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- Manage access to Strategic Regional Arterial routes to improve
through traffic movement and reduce conflicts.

- Coordinate land use and development projects with transportation
improvements.

- identity ways to accommodate the growth in commerclal traffic.
- Accommodate necessary bicycle and pedestrian travel.
- ldentify potential environmental conoérns.

The Palatine/Willow Road studies have been carried out over the past
eighteen months. The studies began with the collection and analysis of
information about conditions along the route. With information about
existing and projected conditions, possible improvements for the Strategic
Regional Arterial route were determined and a screening process identi-
fied significant environmental conditions along each route. Consideration

also was given 1o right-of-way needs and availability to accommodate
recommended ultimate improvements,

Throughout the planning process, local involvement and coordination
efforts inciuded meeting with an Advisory Panel for each Strateglc Re-
gional Arterial route. A regular newsletter for each Panel has informed
members about the Strategic Reglonal Arterial program and ongoing route
studies, and a draft report has been prepared for each route.

Following this public hearing, & final report will be prepared, documenting
the route studies, recommended improvements and public involvement
including comments from this meeting.

implementation of improvements may occur over a period of many years
and each improvement project will involve more detalled study to develop
specific plans. Continued public involvement and community coordination

will be an integral part of the process throughout the design and construc-
tion of future improvements.

Palatine/Willow Road is designated as a Strategic Reglonal Arterial be-
tween U.S. Route 14 (Northwest Highway) and Interstate 94 (Edens Ex-
pressway), a distance of 15 miles. The SRA route is referred to as Pala-
tine Road west of Interstate 294 (Tri-State Tollway) and referred to as
Willow Road east of the Tri-State Tollway. The route is termed Palatine/
Willow Road throughout this presentation. Palatine/Willow Road passes
through the communities of Palatine, Arlington Heights, Wheeling, Pros-
pect Heights, Glenview, Northbrook and Northfield.
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Palatine/Willow Road intersects with five other SRA routes: U.S. Route 14
(Northwest Highway), U.S. Route 12 (Rand Road), illinols Route 83
(Elmhurst Road), lllinois Route 21 (Milwaukee Avenue) and lllinois Route
43 (Waukegan Road). Palatine/Willow Road has interchanges with three
existing expressways: lllinois Route 53, Interstate 284 (Tri-State Tollway)
and Interstate 94 (Edens Expressway). One commuter rall line presently
crosses Palatine/Willow Road. Itls for the Metra Milwaukee District which
Intersects Palatine/Willow Road west of lllinois Route 43 (Waukegan
Road) and there are stations for this rail line in Northbrook and Glenview.

The 2010 Transportation System Development plan prepared by the

. Chicago Area Transportation Study identifies two proposed transit projects

which would intersect Palatine/Willow Road. The first transit project is the
Wisconsin Central Railroad, which would intersect Palatine/Willow Road
between lllinois Route 83 (Eimhurst Road) and lllinols Route 21 (Milwau-
kee Road). The second transit project is the 37-mile long Middle Circum-
ferential Corridor, which would intersect Palatine/Willow Road east of
lllinois Route 53. The 2010 Transportation Plan also identifies the exten-

sion of the Skokie Swift as a transit facility of the future which would be
parallel to Interstate 94,

Palatine/Willow Road Is classified as a suburban Strategic Reglonal Arte-
vial, for which a minimum of three through lanes in each direction with at
feast a 120-foot wide right-of-way are deslrable general features. The '
existing configuration of Palatine/Willow Road varies significantly over the
fength of the SRA route. Between U.S. 14 (Northwest Highway) and
interstate 294, the general existing roadway configuration Is two through
lanes In each direction with frontage roads. Between Interstate 294 (Tri-
State Tollway) and lllinols Route 43 (Waukegan Road), the existing road-
way configuration Is two through lanes In each direction. Between lllinois
Route 43 (Waukegan Road) and Northfield Road, the existing roadway
configuration Is one through lane in each direction and between Northfield

Road and Interstate 94 (Edens Expressway), there are two lanes In each
direction.

The recommended roadway configuration for Palatine/Wiliow Road be-
tween U.S. Route 14 (Northwest Highway) and Williams Drive is two

through lanes In each direction plus a twelve foot median within the exist-
ing 100-foot right-of-way.

The recommended roadway configuration for Palatine/Willow Road be-
tween Williams Drive and lllinois Route 53 is retention of the current road-
way cross-section of two through lanes in each direction plus frontage
roads within the existing 135-foot right-of-way.
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Between lllinois Route 53 and Interstate 204 (Tri-State Tollway) there are
two alternative roadway configurations recommended for further detalled
evaluation. The first alternative roadway configuration involves retention
of the existing roadway cross section of two through lanes in each direc-
tion and one-way frontage roads and includes major Intersection improve-
ments of dual left turn lanes and separate right turn lanes at Arington
Heights Road, Windsor Drive, Schoenbeck Road, Wheeling Road, Sand-
ers Road and Interstate 294 (Tri-State Tollway).

The second alternative roadway configuration between lllinois Route 53
and Interstate 294 (Tri-State Tollway) recommended for further study
Involves implementation of an arterial roadway with three through lanes in
each direction. Major Intersection improvements consisting of dual left
turn lanes and separate right turn lanes would also be implemented at
Arlington Heights Road, Windsor Drive, Schoenbeck Road, Wheeling
Road, Sanders Road and Interstate 294 (Tri-State Tollway). The further
detailed evaluation necessary to determine the most appropriate roadway
configuration will be conducted during an IDOT Phase | Study scheduled
to commence in the summer of 1892.

it is recommended that a post-2010 roadway configuration between lilinols
Route 53 and Interstate 294 (Tri-State Tollway) be a grade separated and

access controlled expressway facllity conslsting of two through lanes in
each direction.

The recommended roadway configuration between Interstate 294 (Tri-
State Tollway) and Lehigh Avenue is three through lanes In each direction
plus an 18-foot wide ralsed median within the existing 100-foot right-of-
way. Major intersection improvements, including dual left and dual right
turn lanes are recommended for the exit ramps at the Palatine/Willow and
Interstate 294 (Tri-State Tollway) interchange. Structural modifications will
be required to the Chicago & NorthWestem Rallroad overpass and the

Metra Milwaukee District Rallroad underpass to accommodate the recom-
mended roadway configuration.

The recommended roadway configuration between Lehigh Avenue and
llinois Route 43 (Waukegan Road) is three through lanes in each direction

plus a 30-foot wide raised median within an ultimate desirable right-of-way
width of 150 feet.

The recommended roadway configuration between lllinols Route 43 (Wau-
kegan Road) and interstate 94 (Edens Expressway) is two through lanes

in each direction plus a 12-foot wide median within the existing 100-foot
right-of-way.
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Additional information conceming the Strategic Reglonal Arterial program,
as well as the studies and recommended Improvements from Palatine/
Willow Road as part of the SRA system may be viewed In the adjoining
room, and representatives of the lllinols Department of Transportation and
the project consultant will be avallable to answer questions. A court re-
porter, also located in an adjoining room will be avallable to take any
statement you may wish to make. Written comments may be submitted at
this meeting or may be sent to the lllinols Department of Transportation at
the address shown In the project brochure.

Thank you for participating In this public heaﬁng.
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BEFORE THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

IN RE, THE PUBLIC HEARING

on widening Willow-Palatine Road

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS in the above-captioned
matter, reported by Barbara Liberke, CSR, and a Notary
Public within and for the County of Cook and State of
Illinois, at Ramada Inn, 2875 North Milwaukee, Northbrook,
Illinols, on Wednesday, the 20th day of May, 1992, between

the hours of 2:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.

A-PLUS REPORTING SERVICE (70B) 272-7364
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RICHARD MILLER, 211 West Lilian Street, Arlington
Heights, Illinois. My suggestion is, if they could
maintain the Frontage Road's access through Arlington
Heights in Palatine, I'd prefer that over a six-lane
major highway. And whatever they could do to consider
keeping the noise down on Frontage Road: You can't
have a cookout, with normal conversation, in your back
yard; there's so much traffic noise.

KARL WOLF, 2035 Heathér Terrace; Northfield. I
have been a resident of Northfield on 0ld Willow Road
for 34 years, and the problems of traffic in Northfield
are simply horrendous due to this two-lane stigma that
we are under because of the pressure of a few people
who miss, entirely, the point that we have to get
traffic through the place rather than all bogged down
and fuming up the place, blocking the lights so you
can't even get through the light sometimes at Wagner
Road; it is simply awful.

As far as these statements that it's a danger
to the kids, they can build an overpass and underpass
for the kids to cross over that street. But the main
thing is to get the traffic moving through the place to
try to take a left hand turn off of Willow Road into
any of the residence streets turning south. It blocks

up traffic both ways and is just simply awful.
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What scares me the most, I gquess, is when you
hear the police or fire department come ripping
through: What are they supposed to do? Are they
supposed to take the gravel on the side of the road to
get through? Are the cars supposed to pull off or is
something not supposed to happen at all and they will
be blocked up like everybody else?

It's the most shortsighted thing I have ever
heard of to have a two-lane highway in a town that
certainly has grown since I moved there. I resent the
fact that a few people have been able to block this
thing.

KATHY RICHARDSON, 1824 North Walnut Avenue;
Arlington Heights. I live south of Palatine Road
between Kennicott and Arlington Heights Road. And I
would like to say that I am leaning towards favoring
the major expressway plan where they have the frontage
road next to the sidewalk because children do walk
along those sidewalks, and I would like a little bit of
protection for them.

Also, if they did go with a six-lane arterial
plan, I would hope that they would lower the speed
limit so it would be safer for the children that walk
along. Also, there are houses very close to the street

at that point. And so I would hope they would consider
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that.

BARBARA MOORE, 345 Sunset Drive; Northbrook,
Illinois. I am very concerned about the improvements
of Willow Road through Northfield. The narrow passage
of less than a mile, which is now two lanes, will have
a dramatic effect, if widened to four lanes, to the
conmunity in dissecting what is essentially a very
small rural neighborhood community where there is
really no public transportation or sidewalks to access
to the village, to the schools, to the churches.
Everyone basically walks in the street except for
three major sidewalked areas.

I have looked around and cobserved what has
happened on Route 22 through Lincolnshire in Riverwoods
and also on Lake=-Cook, the narrow passage near Highland
Park going to the Chicago Botanical Gardens, and I
think there are two philosophies here:

The one in Highland Park has merged four
lanes into three, giving plenty of access for turning
into the community, a residential community, yet still
where there's need for traffic to allow buses and large
amounts of cars and pedestrians into the Chicago
Botanical Gardens. This is also true of Northfield
where we are just a feeder through and yet it is a

neighborhood you are going through. It never was
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intended to be a major four-lane highway.

The other example is Riverwoods, Route
22, where the community adamantly has voiced opposition
to any expansion, and therefore there have never been
any road improvements in that community.

I think it's important to look at the nature
of the community and to find alternatives to just
cement. Cement, be it four lanes or six lanes, is not
really the answer. Other forms of mass transportation
are the answer. The more we encourage cars, the more
cars we are going to have.

I think it's important and vital that you
remember the nature of each community and not work to
destroy it but work to enhance it. So I do want you to
consider the possibility of three lanes. And that was
one of the recommendations that I saw in your slide
show similar to the access of the Chicago Botanical
Gardens.

I am absolutely, adamantly against four
lanes through the village, as I believe it would
dissect a community of less than 4,000 individuals who
really do use their parks. We don't hop into our cars
for every instance when our grocery store is easily
accessible, unlike other communities where everything

is all spread out and it's malls here and there; we
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are more tight knit than that. 8o there is some
uniqueness there, and I think that needs to be
considered.

Otherwise, it's just going to be a royal
fight. There's got to be a compromise out there.
There are many individuals who will be hurt by a four
lane highway through that one-mile section. My
observation is that traffic flows far better through
Northfield, and its two lanes, than it passes through

Northbrook with its four lanes. Because of the

difference in how the lights are timed, it can, through

heavy traffic, take maybe, from Waukegan to 294, twenty

minutes to go through that lane of no more than two
miles; whereas, through Northfield, the one-mile two
lane will take maybe four minutes.

I think you should time it and compare the
two and ask if the extra minute off is really worth
what the community would have to go through, the
torment the community would have to go through to
change drastically to a four-lane interstate.

RON ANDERSON, 1715 Avon Lane; Arlington Heights.
In the Arlington Heights area, the present four-lane
major expressway with Frontage Road is not understood
by most drivers, nor is it a very safe road. At

Schoenbeck Road, the high-speed morning rush hour
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eastbound traffic uses the Frontage Road right past the
elementary schools at that location.

The best solution is to immediately depress
the roadway and make grade separations. This is safer
and will produce less noise for adjacent home owners.
Furthermore, it will be a lot less expensive to do it
now instead of 20 to 25 years from now which will
surely be needed to be done then. Do it now.

Why do all the north suburban drivers have to
put up with the horse-and-buggy attitude of a few
Northfield residents insisting on a two-lane road?

It's a pain in the neck.

FRED KELLY. I live at 707 North Elmhurst Road:;
Prospect Heights. The intersection of Route 83,
Elmhurst Road, intoc Palatine Road-Frontage Road is
probably one of the most hazardous intersections in the
community. The problem is that: someone is traveling
west on the two-lane Frontage Rcocad and they stop for
the light on Elmhurst Road; when the light turns green
they make their left turn. Then they have the right of
way and they continue through a red light. The traffic
coming from the east on the east-west Frontage Road,
they already have a green light, and if they're
crossing Elmhurst Road, they strike the car that made

the left turn and went through the red light.
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I realize that the light is there and people
should pay attention to it. But apparently because of
the short turn off of Frontage Road on to Elmhurst
Road, people do not expect to be stopped again by a red
light, and they unconsciously drive on through. 1If
IDOT checks the record I think they will find that
there have been a minimum of five deaths at that
intersection, and, in my opinion, several more:

Just recently, within the last month, a young
lady made that left turn to go south, went through the
red light and a semitrailer truck, proceeding in an
easterly direction, struck the car and killed a baby, a
little girl, and I believe the lady was killed; I'm not
sure of the lady. That's one comment.

Another comment is: Recently the City of
Prospect Heights rezoned the northwest corner of
Elmhurst Road and Palatine Road. As part of that
rezoning, they are permitting a restaurant and a strip
shopping center on the west side of Elmhurst Road.
Presently that's a two-lane highway from Elmhurst Road
north to Milwaukee Avenue -- I think Dundee Road,
excuse ne,

On the shopping center that's in the
business, the traffic that's now tied up around five

o'clock on Elmhurst Road from Palatine Rcocad south down
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to Willow Road, when it gets a green light, if the lead
car or any or few cars in the lead decide to go into
the shopping center, there's going to be a terrific
bottleneck in traffic and possibly some rear-end
collisions.

I understand that the City or the developer
is going to pay for a turning lane of traffic coming
from the north into the shopping center, but I do not
believe that will correct the problem of the traffic
coming from the south running into the bottleneck when
you have people turning left into the shopping center.

I want to add something. One of the problems
that the residents who live on the Frontage Road at
Elmhurst Road and Palatine Road __ not only on the

Frontage Road, but at least five houses south of

Palatine Road who live on Elmhurst Road __ are faced with

is the traffic noise from the trucks and vehicles going
over the overpass. They actually shake the house; you

can feel it, and the noise wakes the people up because

that traffic starts about 4:30 in the morning.

If you drive up the interstate through
Milwaukee, you will find that, at places where the
overpass has housing alongside of it, they will put up
a noise barrier on each side of the overpass, and it

would seem to me that that's something that they could
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do on the overpass of Elmhurst Road if they are going
into a change. And certainly, if they're going to
expand with the rocad to six lanes, because there will
now be one more lane closer to the homes on the south
side, Palatine Road.

GLEN ANDERSEN. I am at 1012 East Wildwood
Drive in Prospect Heights. The only thing I want to
talk about is the intersection at 83 and Palatine-Willow
is something that must be done. There have been so many
accidents caused by the dual set of stop lights.
Traffic off the frontage road, most of the time, is not
aware of the second set of lights under the bridge, and
I cannot tell you the amount of fatalities that have
occurred there over the last twelve years that I have
lived where I do now.

The only other thing that I would like to see
is some serious consideration given to improving Route
83 north of Palatine-Willow up to Dundee Road. That
section of Route 83 is now single lane in each
direction. South of Palatine-Willow it is two lanes in
each direction with a center turn lane. And the
bottleneck at rush hour on 83 north of Palatine Road
there is just horrendous twice a day.

ROSEMARY J. GOLDBERG, 3941 Michael Lane; Glenview.

I f£ind that there's a great need to widen Willow in
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Northfield to alleviate the traffic in Northbrook and
Glenview. I have great concerns about the plan for the
development of Willow between Pfingsten and Shermer:
with the children's safety in getting to school and
the access of the neighborhood, being able to get in and
out of their homes and the Plaza Del Prado, the area of
safety of this plan.

MARY NOVOTNY. My address is 2334 Indian Ridge
Drive; Glenview, 60025. My only comment is I would
like to see them develop Willow Road east of Waukegan
Road to Edens Expressway as their priority. I feel
that the Kraft Corporation at the intersection of
Waukegan and Willow Roads has created a nightmare in
congestion. I think the demand is there, the volume is
there, and it should be connected, especially if they
are considering the Skokie Swift connection.

SAM SEMROW, 847 Windemere Lane; Lake Zurich. My
comment is that we should go directly to the Post 2010
recommended improvement, make it an expressway from
Route 53 to 294 instead of doing the interim
improvements. The right of way already exists for the
most part. Instead of putting resources into an
improvement for 15 or 20 years, you should put those
resources right into making a full expressway from now

on.
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ELLEN LATA. I am with the Child Realty Group.
And I am involved with leasing the center at Palatine
and Windsor and would be interested in having the dual
left lanes going west.

WILLIAM LEFEBVRE. I live at 1833 Normandy Court:
Arlington Heights. I have a very short comment.
Anything that improves the quality of the Palatine Road
surface is good. The surface of Palatine Road is in
very bad shape and definitely needs to be improved.

RICHARD YOHE. I live at 214 West Frontage in
Northfield. I think it's long overdue that they do
improvements to Willow Road. Having been a Northfield
resident for more years than I can even count at this
moment, I have been subjected to the poor quality of
the road. Most recently I experienced a heart attack
on the job.

I am a fireman for Northfield. We were
responding to a call at the time I had the heart
attack; they put me in the ambulance which headed off
to go to Glenbrook Hospital, and we got stuck in the
construction traffic just east of Shermer Road. Since
there were no extra lanes or anywhere for the ambulance
to go, we sat there while I had my lonely little heart
attack and waited for seven to eight minutes for a

police car to get all the traffic moved from the Willow
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and Shermer intersection. Needless to say, I am very
much in favor of improving Willow Road, having more
lanes and accessibility.

I do have one major concern that I do not see
addressed here: and that is either underpasses or
overpasses for the safety of children crossing Willow
Road to go to school; and I would like those to be
considered in their planning.

HOWARD KAGAY. I am representing Kagay Car Wash
which is at 1007 East Palatine Road. It is imperative
that the U-turn by Cub Foods from people traveling west
on Palatine Road be maintained or the U turn be
available at Route 12, Rand Road, sc that people coming
from the east can find access to Cub Foods and Kagay Car
Wash.

HENRY HILL. I an representing the Canterbury
Improvement Association, Canterbury Park; Glenview,
Illinois. cCanterbury Park is adjacent to Lake Street,
and the residents of Canterbury Park are presently
inconvenienced and in fact find it very difficult to
exit from Canterbury Park on to Lake Street during the
rush hours. This is because Lake Street has an
increased traffic flow due to the fact that Willow Road
is a two-lane road east of Waukegan.

The residents of Canterbury Park feel that it
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is appropriate, and in fact very much desirable, to
widen Willow Road to at least a minimum of four lanes
east of Waukegan Road in order to relieve the over
burden on Lake Street which is presently occurring.

WARREN POOLE. I live at 1834 North Dale in
Arlington Heights, 60004. I have a home on the corner
of Palatine-Willow Road, the south side of the road
being frontage east, and Dale Avenue. I am on the
corner just west of Schoenbeck and Palatine-Willow
Road.

My concern is, I have recently talked with
the Village of Arlington Heights who was attempting to
assess me over fifteen hundred dollars to put sidewalks
in against the curb of the existing frontage road.

They have passed a change in their village ordinance:
that being that the sidewalk is on my side yard and on
a public thoroughfare; that there's no public benefit
to the homeowner and therefore the Village of Arlington
Heights which is proceeding with this improvement, more
than likely this year, is bearing the entire expense.

In talking with the consultant here, it's
indicated that over seven million dollars have already
been allotted to improve that highway, including that
stretch that Arlington Heights is going to spend monies

they don't have. They are already running a deficit



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

15

budget and if the state is going to tear it up, then I
am going to pay for it one way or the other.

Now, being that Arlington Helghts is not
charging me, I pay taxes to the Village indirectly. 1I
am paying the State of Illinois. I pay taxes. They
are going to tear it up and I am going to pay for it
twice, although I am not going to cut a check for the
amount.

I think somebody should coordinate bhetween
the Village as to any plans currently on the books or
plans in the next five years to halt any additional
spending of those cities along this route in the
areas where the proposed construction is, that are
heavily residential.

In many parts of the country I have seen,
where they have improved the highway system, they have
also put up a sound barrier and safety barricade. If
the expressway is going to be three lanes each
direction and no frontage in those areas, that
soundproofing safety barrier needs to be addressed.
And sidewalks will not be required in those areas by
the villages, on either side of that highway, or by the
state.

If there's any questions or I may be of

further assistance, please feel free to call me at
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708-870-1044.

TOM ROWE. I live at 346 Crooked Creek Lane in
Northfield. I am for widening Willow Road through
Northfield to four lanes _ two lanes and two lanes
as long as the speed limit is 35 miles an hour and the
stop lights at Wagner and Sunset Ridge are still there.
I think it will improve the flow of traffic very much.
I an a minority from Northfield but I feel very
strongly that we should have it. Unfortunately, I am
probably one out of a hundred that are going to talk, I
guess.

DAVID ANDERSON. I live at 1918 East Robin Hood;
Arlington Heights. My comment is that there's no
guestion, for my good and the good of the people that
use Palatine Road, that the only method of change that
makes sense 1s the alternative method that maintains
the frontage lanes.

I personally have my back yard up against
Palatine Road, and currently the noise level is
increasing. To increase that to six lanes would make
it unbelievably miserable. Right now I could use a
twenty-foot sound barrier on the back of my lot like
has been put on other major roads. If, for some
strange reason, it is decided to make Palatine Road six

lanes, I hope to God that I get this twenty-foot sound
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barrier put up to protect me from the terrible noise
that I would be subjected to.

Another major reason that I want Palatine
Road to be maintained in the current four lanes with
frontage lanes available is because I use Palatine Road
a great deal, like many people, to go three or four
miles or six miles and then get off at another road
that may not even be a major road with an expressway:
and the ability to get off at a variety of different
roads would be destroyed.

If you surveyed people that use Palatine
Road, you would find the majority of people use it to
go to another north-socuth road that provides a quick
way of getting to that north-south road. Putting an
expressway in again would destroy the usability of the
road for the majority of people that want to get to all
the roads that currently are available to get to with
the current configuration.

As I said before, the plan to make a slight
change in the current four-lane traffic pattern by
keeping the frontage lanes is the only method that
makes sense for the vast majority of people that use
that road. Some of the people that have their homes
along Palatine Road near Route 53 would be damaged even

more by the expressway than I would be since the front
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of their house is sitting right on the local currently.

Please give careful consideration to
maintaining the four lanes with alterations on the
frontage road. Thank you.

SUSAN JACOBSON. My address 1is 2560 Essex Drive;
Northbrook. To whom this may concern, IDOT or the
Village of Northbrook: The back yard of my home faces
Willow Road. As it is, with two lanes, it's difficult
being in the back yard because I have a very small
yard. I am afraid that if they widen Willow Road, not
only will it ruin my property value but it can be a
danger to our health, and I do not want to live on a
highway.

I purchased my home knowing Willow Road was
there, not expecting ever to have the road come any
closer. 1 am concerned for the safety of the children
and the pets while we are in the yards. And I strongly
oppose the widening of Willow Road. I don't want to
see anymore traffic coming on to Willow Road than
already is; and, by widening it, not only will it not
alleviate what they say is congestion, it will create
more.

MARIE SMITH, 2561 Essex Drive; Northbrook. I am
opposed to the widening of Willow Road. I do not

believe that widening it to six lanes is going to
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alleviate the traffic; rather it is going to increase
the traffic. There are alternates that they could
choose as far as making the toll roads and other
streets both directions. 1It shouldn't be just Willow
that has both directions so that it's a throughway for
traffic and cars going from the Edens to the
interstate. There are other things to explore before
they do that.

It's never been proven that six lanes
decreases traffic; it only increases it. And it's
going to -- really, the noise level is bad enough right
now. I live right off of Willow and the trucks coming
along there now are bad enough without it going to six
lanes. There's people in our communities whose houses
back up against the fence that separates Willow who
have already lost the use of their back yards because
of this, and six lanes would only make it worse.

I have been on the board of directors for our
assoclation, and you can already see where there's
deterioration in their patios from the settling from
all the trucks going back and forth now. 8Six lanes is
not going to make it any better; it's only going to
make it worse.

JAMES W. SMIRLES: My address is 400 Ferndale in

Glenview, 60025. I am a 34-year resident of the
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Village of Glenview. I also serve as President of the
Village of Glenview. I am a member of the Palatine-
Willow Road SRA Committee advisory panel. So I am here
tonight primarily as a resident.

The village board will be mailing their
official position at a later date, but I wanted to make
sure that I come by. And I think I speak both as a
resident, and I wear the mayor's hat, the president's
hat, when I speak for the residents of the town.

As far as the report, I am very familiar with
the report. I have gone through a number of hearings
for the preliminary report and so forth. Let's just
take it in phases first.

The part from Waukegan Road to the bridge
again is earmarked for six lanes, and we totally do
support that. 1In fact, with the marathon votes with
Northbrook and Glenview, we are anticipating those type
of changes. The bridge is naturally one of the key
issues in your report.

I totally agree that the bridge must
eventually be widened to six lanes from the bridge west
to the toll road. The report calls for six lanes and
I believe it's 18-foot center median, whatever that is.
When you talk about the year 2010, I've got to tell you

that I basically do agree that we are going to need
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those six lanes.

However, I think some adjustments and
reconsideration has to be given to the center media.
Does it have to be really 18 feet versus the 12 feet or
something? Because if you do, we have to loock at the
residents, the single family homes that are on Willow
Road, and see how close this brings it to their front
yards. We have already talked about this on the
advisory panel, and we are going to be sending that in
from the village's standpoint. But basically I do
agree that we are going to need to go to six lanes
eventually.

However, that six lanes has got to be tied in
with two major factors of the report, which I agree
with: number one, there must be the finances, and the
financial commitment must be there before we even
start thinking about widening to six lanes. Number
two, that bridge must be converted to a six lane;
improvement must be made there before they even think
of anything west of there. That's what the report
calls for, and I totally agree with it.

In the meantime, I don't think we should wait
for the six lanes. I think we need to continue to look
at the major intersections of Shermer Road __ the

Pfingstens, the Landwehrs __ and we need to continue to
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make those necessary turning improvements. As the
village has developers coming in at those intersections,
we are doing our part of getting right of ways and the
easements and we are doing some of the intersection's
improvements. But I think we need to continue to
tackle those and not wait for six lane improvements.

When you go back now to Willow and Waukegan
Road, that intersection again, I totally agree with the
recommendations. The villages of Northbrook and
Glenview, with the marathon projects, has the
commitments for millions of dollars. We need to
proceed with that intersection improvement.

The critical part, and I think the thing that
is most disturbing, is naturally the four lanes through
Northfield. Some day we have to quit playing this
political game. This report basically has not said one
thing different than the report that IDOT did back in
1975 or 1976. It said at that time the traffic back
then bore the volume that it was needed to be widened
to four lanes. The political people in both Northfield
and in the state legislature in Springfield continue to
block that improvement. It is a very parochial view
that they have; they're only concerned about
Northfield and not concerned about the goals and

objectives of the transportation systen.
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I think the time has come that either it
takes state legislation or some commitment to the state
that the four lanes are going to be done. We continue
doing and spending all of our money and wasting our
time, as far as I'm concerned, doing studies that show
it should be done. But if a community __ in this case
a community of 4,000 people __ says no, and here you have
Northbrook and Glenview, a total population of almost
80,000 people, I'd say yes.

The legislators, both the state representative,
Parcels, and Senator Keats, continue to block the
financing for that. I don't think that they are
properly serving their constituents and they know how I
feel on that.

The problem that the village is having __ and
I live near Lake and Wagner Roads -- everybody is
bypassing Northfield and they come east on Willow to
Waukegan Road and, because of the two lanes, they
quickly swing down Waukegan Road to get to Lake or they
go down Sunset Ridge to Lake or they go down Wagner,
get over to Wagner and go down to Lake because they
have got to get on Edens Highway. In the evening they
get off at Lake rather than Willow and then they take
the reverse route back.

So again, some day we are going to have to
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pull our heads out of the sand. I think Northfield has
exasperated the situation. I was a top supporter of
having Kraft located at the corner of Willow and
Waukegan Road. But to show you the thinking of
Northfield: at the intersection of Willow Road was --
the entire property, I should say, where Kraft is,
Willow Road was four lanes. As soon as they put Kraft
there, they widened it to six lanes. So they told
Kraft, "You have to widen it to six lanes." But yet,
you go about two or three hundred feet further east,
and then what do you get? You go right back to the two
lanes. They don't want the traffic through there, but
yYet they want -~ they're bringing 3,000 employees up to
that facility up there.

All in all, what I'm really saying is, I hope
that the record will show that we strongly feel that,
until we widen Northfield, that that's the bottom line

of what needs to be done in the area.

(A short break was taken.)
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WILLIAM DOLAN. I live at 1534 Basswood Circle;
Glenview, Illinois. I currently am the President of
the Tall Trees Homeowners Association of Glenview.
There are 192 homeowners in Tall Trees Subdivision.

At the annual meeting of the Tall Trees
Homeowners Association on May 19, 1992, Matt Carlson,
assistant to the village manager of Glenview, discussed

the Palatine/Willow Road SRA in his presentation to the

approximately fifty Tall Trees residents presently at this

meeting. Matt Carlson also used a three-page summary of
the SRA as a handout.

After Matt Carlson's presentation, I asked
the fifty Tall Trees residents for an informal
indication of support or non support for the SRA,
especially the widening of Willow Road from Waukegan
Road to the Edens Expressway. This widening of Willow
Road is important to Tall Trees residents because the
only entrance to the main area of Tall Trees is on Lake
Avenue west of Waukegan Road.

The general feeling of the Tall Trees
residents was that the widening of Willow Road from
Waukegan to the Edens Expressway would reduce the
overflow traffic on Lake Avenue which now includes
traffic that is avoiding the bottleneck section (one

lane each way) of Willow Road in Northfield.
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My informal poll of the attendees at this
1992 annual meeting of Tall Trees Homeowners
Association indicated that all except one of the
homeowners supported the Palatine/Willow Road SRA with
special emphasis on the widening of Willow Rcad to two
lanes each way between Waukegan Road and the Edens
Expressway.

EDWARD SCHULTZ, 1701 Lake Terrace; Arlington
Heights. We live right on Palatine Road, and most of
the people in our area there commute into Chicago on
Palatine Road to Edens. And we just feel that if we
see Northfield is here staking their protest against
it, and if the road doesn't get widened to four lanes
through Northfield, I think they should scrap the whole
jidea.

I think it's pretty bad when politics and big
money can stop a highway from going through. We have
to put up with the traffic coming out of Northfield out
to the race track and to the toll road, but they don't
want us coming through their town, and I think it's
just a waste of money to put an expressway that goes
nowvhere.

ALLEN BROWNE. My address is 3445 Carol Lane;
Northbrook. I am President of the Timber Trails

Homeowners Assoclation at the intersection of Lake
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Avenue and Milwaukee. I am speaking on behalf of the
91 homeowners there.

We need some intersection improvements on
Willow Road very badly. In our particular area, the
intersection of Willow and Sanders, it is impossible to
negotiate the expanded turn lanes. Something like that
is a necessity.

Willow Road, through Northfield, cannot
continue to be a two-lane road. We suffer the adverse
affects of it being so. A lot of traffic from the
corporate offices on Sanders just comes out Sanders to
Milwaukee and just Lake Avenue rather than try to get
to the Edens on Willow Road. That's mandatory.

Whether Willow Road should be widened to six lanes or
not, I don't know. That's all I have to say.

ROY KESLIN, 2567 Essex Drive; Northbrook, 60062.
This is my first experience, involvement, with this
project, being here today, and I have several questions
to ask.

One is, I see a lot of money being spent.

For what purpose, I don't know. It seems that the
people here do not know where the traffic has
originated from and are unable to tell me from where
the traffic is coming or where it's going to.

One of the questions that are asked is, what
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happens to Dundee? Why is Dundee not being improved
upon by adding interchanges at Edens and at the
tollway? It should be a lot less expensive than
widening Willow Road, as proposed, for its full length.
None of the exhibits portray any protection for the
local residents on the highway.

As I see the problem, the expansion of local
areas, particularly in Northfield, have created
additional traffic within the area. This additional
traffic does not justify expansion of Willow Road as so
proposed. I believe the additional traffic is coming
from Edens and would be transmitted across Sanders to
the new expansion which occurs west of Sanders.

If this is the case, then this highway should
be approached totally different than what it is. This
is not a street; this is an interstate highway.

I am very dissatisfied with the whole
approach of this thing: a good engineering; it is not
good economics and it's being presented very poorly.

KENNETH L. GOULD. I live at 2005 Valley View;
Northbrook, 60062. This is a comment regarding the
widening of Willow Road through the Northfield
corridor. I feel this would do nothing but increase
the traffic flow in this area and it would be just as

crowded as it is today. The safety of the people in
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Northfield would be a danger, and certainly the traffic
would create pollution that would be very objectionable.
Thank you.

JAMES R. CLARKSON, 257 Jeffrey; Northfield. I
taught in Northfield for 31 years at Sunset Ridge
School. 1 was recreation director for the Northfield
Park District for 20 years, and I wanted to voice my
opinion on this matter: and it is opposing the widening
of the road.

It's basically for the sake of our children
that cross that road to go to Sunset Ridge School to go
to Middlefork School which is K through third grade
school, for the St. Phillip's children that must cross
the street to go to St. Phillip's School, and for the
children who take part in recreation in our wvillage who
must cross Sunset Ridge and Willow Road to get to the
various recreational activities, the park activities,
they must cross Willow Road for ice skating and again for
all the schools; they must cross Willow Road. And the
widening would make it very difficult and hazardous for
our young people.

ANDREW PRICE, 259 Bristol Street; Northfield. I
just want to say that we have too much traffic already.
The access to our street, Bristol Street, is bad enough

at the present moment without making it worse by
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widening it to four lanes. I think the whole idea would
just ruin our town of Northtfield.

DOUG CHRISTELL, 511 Whitland Lane South:;
Northfield. I would like to make a statement for the
children of Northfield. I am protesting against the
widening of Willow Road because it is not safe for
children.

CAROL FRY, President of the Northfield Community
Nursery School. 1It's to Mr. Morien, the village
manager: Willow Road must not be widened. For more
than 40 years, the Northfield Community Nursery School
has had the well being of Northfield's children as our
consuming focus. It is this concern that prompts our
s0lid opposition to any widening of Willow.

We are located near the heart of our
community, just off of Willow Road and so are very
familiar with the numbers of children who, as

pedestrians, must negotiate this roadway. Widening

Willow Road __ with the attendant increase in traffic and

undoubtedly the higher speed that four lane arteries
seem to encourage, despite speed restrictions and police
vigilance __ would significantly, perhaps disastrously,
increase the hazard to our children's safety. We nmust
not allow this.

The reasons given, for widening this
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thoroughfare, pale beside the need to protect our young
people. The Northfield Community Nursery School, which
exists only to serve our children's best interests, must
stand firmly opposed to the proposed widening of Willow
Road. Sincerely.

EDWARD G. COTTRELL. I am here representing the
Northfield Park District. I am vice president and a
member of the board of commissioners. I would like to
read our statement which was enacted by resolution at
our last board meeting, and it reads as follows:

"The Northfield Park District strongly
opposes the proposed widening of Willow Road through
the Village of Northfield. We believe that changing
Willow Road from a two-lane local road to a four-lane
divided regional highway would adversely affect the
park district and its residents in the following
respects.

"One: Widening Willow Road would create a
clear and unreasonable danger to the safety of park
district residents and especially children who must
cross that road on foot in order to reach park district
facilities and programs.

"Two: The proposed widening would make it
more difficult for Park district residents to drive to

reach park district facilities and programs from
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within the village.

"Three: The proposed widening would eliminate
open space adjacent to two park district facilities,
Willow Park and Clarkson Park.

"Four: Widening Willow Road likely would
increase the volume of air and noise pollution adjacent
to Willow and Clarkson parks and would bring that
pollution closer to the users of these facilities.

*The Northfield Park District conducts
recreational programming for its residents, including
children, at one outdoor facility, Willow Park, and at
four indoor facilities, Middle Fork, St. Phillips,
Sunset Ridge Schools and Northfield Community Church.
All of these facilities are located north of Willow
Road.

"officials of the Village of Northfield
estimate that 55 percent of the village's residents
live south of Willow Road. 1In other words, most of the
residents who wish to participate in park district
programe must cross Willow Road in order to reach these
programs.

"The current volume of traffic makes it
dangerous for pedestrians to cross Willow Road even at
intersections with traffic signals. The closest of

these signals is some two to three blocks away from
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Willow Park.

“The proposed widening of Willow Road will
make it even more dangerous to cross the road on foot,
especially for children. We all know that children
tend to take the shortest route between two points and
may consider a busy street more as a challenge to be
met rather than as a danger to be avoided. Widening
Willow Road would increase both the challenge and the
danger. We do not want our children subjected to
either.

*Widening Willow Rocad also would bring cars
and trucks much closer to the children and other
residents who use Willow and Clarkson parks. Several
of the park district's athletic fields begin
approximately 40 feet away from the current roadway.
The proposed widening would eliminate virtually all of
this zone of safety.

"The tragedy just two years ago at Harrington
Park in Riverside, in which a car veered off the road,
striking and killing three children playing in the
park, is a grim reminder of the need to keep roads as
far away from parks as possible. Willow Road is
already too close to our parks; we don't want it any
closer.

"Access: The Proposed widening of Willow
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Road would restrict access to park district facilities,
especially Willow and Clarkson parks. The Illinois
Department of Transportation's draft proposal calls for
full access to Willow Road from side streets only from
side streets, only at the intersections that currently
have traffic signals. All other intersections would
operate as right turn in right turn out only.

"As a result, park district residents who now
drive to Willow Park or Clarkson Park on Willow Road
from Edgewood Lane, Whittier Lane, Summerset Lane,
Bracken Lane, Chapel Hill Lane, Edens Street, Dickens
Street, Churchill Street, Robin Hood Lane and Bristol,
would have to travel circuitous, more time consuming,
routes, in order to reach these facilities.

»park District residents traveling by car for
programs conducted at St. Phillip's School would
encounter similar access restrictions.

"Open Space: The State of Illinois presently
utilizes only between 36 and 40 feet of its right of
way on Willow Road in Northfield. The remaining 60 to
64 feet form a buffer of open space between the roadway
in Willow and Clarkson parks. Elimination of this open
space and the trees that occupy it will make these
parks less attractive and less desirable as locations

for both active and passive recreation.
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"Air and noise pollution: Moving Willow Road
closer to Willow and Clarkson parks also will bring
more air and noise pollution closer to these facilities
and to the park district residents who use them. The
State of Illinois should consider the adverse affects
of this pollution upon these residents, especially the
children, before proceeding with the widening of Willow
Road.

"Conclusion: The Federal Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991, under which the
proposed widening of Willow Road might be funded,
requires that 'the overall social economic energy and
environmental effects of transportation decisions' must
be taken into account before making such decisions.

"The Northfield Park District respectfully
submits that the proposed widening of Willow Road
through Northfield would have serious adverse social
and environmental effects as well as endangering the
public. Therefore, for the sake of our residents and
especially for the safety of our children, we urge the
State of Illinois not to proceed with the proposed
widening of Willow Road through the Village of
Northfield.

"Respectfully submitted, Northfield Park

District, signed, John Cherdeny, President, Edward G.
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Cottrell, Vice President, Michael McIntyre,
Commissioner, Sharon Krill, Commissioner, Blair
Robinson, Commissioner.™

MRS. ALBERT L. RAYMOND, 587 Briar Lane,
Northfield. I have lived in Northfield for 48 years.
My cbjection to this proposal is, traffic going through
to Edens is going to form a block anyway because it
won't be enough space to go down to Edens from west to
Edens. It will be blocked up to Waukegan. No matter
what we do, the block will be there, and I think it's
very sad to have Northfield divided once again. We
were divided by Edens Highway and now they are going to
divide us again by enlarging Willow Road. And I am
very opposed to this because I don't think it will
help the problem of congestion; it will just increase
it, and it will be very bad for our village. Thank you.

JEFF MCGRATH. I am Chairman of the Northfield
Caucus. I would like to read the statement to the
Illinois Department of Transportation:

"Northfield Caucus is a representative body
of citizens entrusted to elect candidates for public
office within the village and to define issues of
importance via its platform. The overwhelming majority
of Northfield residents have taken a position opposing

the widening of Willow Road within the Village of
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Northfield and its caucus representatives.

"Caucus platforms specifically state
opposition to widening the road. Northfield is the
only village on the North Shore bisected by Willow

Road. Widening Willow Road will split our community

7

with a noisy, dangerous roadway that would contribute

to the land development of neighboring municipalities.

"The Caucus has participated in all the
traffic studies, formal and informal discussions,
polls and other meetings devoted to Willow Road. Our
community cannot gain anything from the road project
proposal that, one, splits the community in half with
high-speed thoroughfare, two, encroaches into the
flood way, three, cuts through the heart of our only
park system, four, directly borders both Northfield
schools and many churches, five, encourages the
commercial development of Techny, and 6, severely
affects speedy access by a police and fire department

"The Northfield Caucus opposes this plan; it
has opposed the issue for well over 20 years. We urg
IDOT to consider alternative plans to the widening of
willow Road as a strategic focus of state highway
planning."

VERNA POLLAK, 2221 Birchwood Lane; Northfield.

am co-president of the League of Women Voters of

e

I
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Winnetka, Northfield and Kenilworth. We have a
position, as a league, and I will read the Northfield
program pesition of the village planning.

"Support of community beautification, support
of annexation of adjacent unincorporated land, with
emphasis on a comprehensive plan and control of land
use. Support for evaluation plans for road and house,
primarily concern for the safety of pedestrians, safe
traffic flow, community preservation.

"It will be detrimental and dangerous to
widen any arterials at this time without proper
consideration of these factors."

JULIE WEARY, President of the District 29 PTA. I
am speaking to you on behalf of the District 29 PTA,
which represents both Middlefork and Sunset Ridge
elenmentary schools in Northfield.

We are overwhelmingly opposed to any plans
that call for the widening of Willow Road. Our concern
is primarily one of safety. We feel that our
children's well being will be seriously compromised by
your consultants' proposed work through our village.

The two District 29 schools located adjacent
to and north of Willow Road presently have an
enrollment of 389 students, 50 percent of which live

south of Willow Road. During school hours, because our
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district does not bus students, the increased traffic
volume of a four-lane Willow Road would create an
extremely dangerous crossing situation for our children
at both schools.

However, this situation becomes
extraordinarily hazardous during non-schocl hours when
no crossing guards are present. It is simply
unacceptable to us to put our children at this
increased risk. Proudly, our village has represented a
certain quality of life and strength that comes
naturally from an ongoing understood commitment to our
children. They are our priority.

This commitment is evident daily in our
outstanding school and park district and by the
enormous apparent involvement in both. We can't allow
the safety of even one of our children to be
jeopardized by your plan. If we do, we will lose much
more than we will gain.

RONALD FEGGERT. I live in Buffalo Grove. I would
like to say that I thoroughly support the IDOT proposed
improvement, but that I don't think they go far enough
to increasing the capacity that is necessary for the
increase in population density that has occurred and is
still occurring.

I think they should consider, if they can,
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they should be able to find the funding, the
possibllity of having double decker highways or
increasing the size of the right of way of existing
roads, 1f they can expand the existing capacity.

JOYCE WARD, 2000 Bayside Drive; Palatine. I
thoroughly support the widening and changes between
Route 14 and the Eden Expressway. I don't think that
the changes proposed are going to alleviate traffic
times. I think that an expressway with on-off ramps,
rather than intersections, would better serve the
traffic problems, if not along Palatine-Willow Road,
maybe north of Lake Cock Road.

DR. M. M. CHERTACK, Whittier Lane; Northfield.

As a representative of the population of Northfield, I
have been fighting the widening of Willow Road over 25
yeare because of the following reasons:

The Village is constructed, at present, in a
manner in which the road is accessed by people of
churches and schools, and any increase of flow or rate
of traffic increases the morbidity and the mortality
potentials. We have had limited morbidity and no
mortality of significance in all those 25 years.

Widening of that road would immediately
increase the risk and danger of the people utilizing

the school, park and church facilities. The access
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roads that enter between Sunset Ridge and Happ Road are
some that ended. And if the engineers' own handbook is
reviewed, it will be indicated that roads that are
entering a four to six lane highway, of the type to be
considered in Northfield, increases the risks of people
entering on to the highway from the side roads such as
wWhittier Lane, Bracken, Churchill, etc.

There's no way, without removing existing
homes along Willow, with limited access, such as are
Whittier Lane, Bracken Lane, Churchill, etc. The
building of frontage roads could not be considered with
the type of existing homes, churches, etc.

It is more practical to develop other systens
of moving traffic than continuous widening of roads,
especially when all that would occur would be an
increased volume of cars entering in the Edens Highway
which already has an overload with resulting backing up
of traffic into the village, creating a greater
problemn.

We would like to communicate to the people of
IDOT and to the political system that people in the
Village of Northfield will not tolerate such a road for
these and multiple other reasons.

JOSHUA AND TRACY BUCHMAN, 254 Ingaram in

Northfield. We are opposed to the widening of the road
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because it would divide the community and cause a
safety problem to children going to school along north
of Willow who live south of Willow, and cause problems
with the flood plain.

LYNNE CURTIS, Old Farm Road. I am very opposed to
the widening of Willow Road. I have lived in the
village for 35 years. I am opposed because it would
divide the community and pose a safety hazard to our
children.

KATHY SHEARER, 280 014 Farm Road in Northfield. I
am very opposed to any widening of wWillow Road,
primarily because I have three children and I think
four lanes will not cure the problem of access to
Edens.

GREGORY SHEARER, 280 0ld Farm Road; Northfield.

My wife and I are adamantly opposed to the widening of
Willow Road, as proposed, for a number of very
important reasons that we urge IDOT to take note of:
Northfield will be broken -- it's park
district will be broken into two pieces with the
widened road, as proposed, making it very dangerous for
the children to go from the south to the north park. A
nunber of schools and churches border the highway,
making it very dangerous for the primary population of

Northfield which lives south of Willow to cross the



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

43

road going north of Willow.

I would also say that adding an off ramp from
294 going east on Lake Street would be a much superior
alternative to widening the road through Northfield,
inasmuch as the route has far less residential
development and is already four lanes from 294 east to
the lake.

LINDA O'BRIEN, 2260 Bracken Lane in Northfield.

My comment is that I understand there are certain
pressure groups finding for this four lanes in
Northfield. Most of these groups do not live in
Northfield, and I really don't think it's right that
people who are passing through and using Northfield for
other purposes should be able to dictate the quality of
life to those of us who do live there.

JIM O'BRIEN, 2260 Bracken Lane; Northfield. I'm
just rendering my opinion that I am totally against any
widening of Willow Road; that Northfield has basically
nothing to gain for this, except pollution, noise,
traffic, the danger to our children. We spend a lot of
time and money in Northfield and we like it the way it
is.

~ DOROTHY RASMUSEN, 445 Chapel Hill Lane in
Northfield. I am very much opposed to the widening of

Willow Road. The traffic congestion is terrible going
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west, which is well out of Northfield. Northfield is
not the problem.

Other than the obvious reasons for opposing
the widening of Willow, which are increased traffic,
pollution, noise, danger to the children and local
traffic, flooding, there is also the fact that IDOT is
proposing to create for us the exact conditions we
moved to Northfield in the first place.

We pay premium prices to have the quiet and
little congestion, and if we had wanted to have the
congestion and the noise and pollution, we would have
bought property on 294, The increased congestion will
lower the property values and destroy our way of life.
In fact, it will destroy the Village of Northfield.

KATRINA OLSON, 2024 suffork in Northfield. I
represent my husband and myself and my three children.
We moved to Northfield six years ago, from Winnetka,
because we liked the rural field of Northfield and the
small community.

I am very opposed to widening of Willow Road
because it would change the nature of our community.
It would divide it and congest it and take away the
rural feel that we have come to enjoy. I believe it
would be dangerous to our children who like to ride

their bikes and visit their friends on the other side
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of Willow Road. And I believe it would serve no
long~-term benefit as the traffic is already congested
before they even get to Northfield.

JANE JEFFRIES. I am here on behalf of Northfield
Community Church. I have a position statement of
Northfield Community Church regarding the widening of
Willow Road.

"In regards to the proposal to widen nine
tenths of a mile of Willow Road through Northfield, we
wish to go on record as being unconditionally opposed.
The Northfield Community Church is located on the
northwest corner of Willow and Wagner Roads. We are
opposed to this proposal for the following reasons:

"One, it would be dangerous for children who
participate in weekday and Sunday activities at the
church to walk acreoss a four-lane highway;

*Two, Nolse, for the proposed four-lane
highway would interfere with normal church services;

"Three, There is a high probability that the
church would lose its six maple and four flowering crab
apple trees which are irreplaceable."

LIZ DAUTEN, 16 Country Lane in Northfield. I just
want to register that I am strongly opposed to this,
and I wonder why they have not considered Lake, which

is already a four-lane highway. It has access on to
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one highway and all they would need to do is to build a
ramp on the other highway.

One of the consultants said it was not within
the strategic regional artery, whatever, one of the
roads that was being considered. Why not? And why is
Willow? And can we get Willow out of that study? We
don't want to widen.

NANCY ROBINSON. I live on Sunset Ridge Road in

Northfield, Winnetka Avenue. And there are 17 children

under eight that live on my corner, and, as it is, there's

a lot of traffic in Northfield, and I'm very nervous
about their safety. They all go to the schools that
are on the other side of Willow Road from us. And the
danger for them is incredible. I hate to see them, as

children in our community, to being confined to their

yards and not ever being able to go to neighbors on bikes

or on foot for fear of being hit by cars.

And it is totally inappropriate to have a
four-lane highway that has the speed limit that's
greater than the speed limit now, because it will just
totally tear our community apart.

JAMIE GARARD. I represent a concerned parent.
And my real concerns in a vote against the widening
would be in reference to the two churches, the two

parks, the two schools that many children and families
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attend on a regular basis, the magnitude of additional
road causing potential floods, causing potential danger
and escalating the overall pollution to the area is
something I would like to continue to fight and hope
that IDOT will learn today, people can represent
themselves.

ROBERT L. SNYDER, 2161 Drury lLane; Northfield.
I have already written several letters to the Village
President Rieser of the Village of Northfield. And at
this time, I won't give you all the details. May I
leave these letters with you? I have basically one
single point:

The jam-up is not too rough here. The jam-up
is not through Northfield. The biggest jams are west
of Northfield. They are beginning west of even
Waukegan Road. I travel east and west, almost every
day, on Willow all the way out to Route 53, and I can
attest to the fact that the real jams are at the
intersections. We can't do away with stop lights, and
it's the stop lights that really jam up the traffic.

TRUMAN B. COBB. I am a resident at 252 Eton
Street in Northfield. I am vehemently opposed to the
widening of Willow Road. I think it's ludicrous that a
small community, which was once zoned for horses, has

to bear the brunt of roads for the entire western and
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northern suburbs.

Willow Road is a major artery through two
schools, three playgrounds, and community police
department and the fire department. And to widen the
road and create a traffic jam at a major intersection
would be detrimental to everyone that lives in
Northfield and would sclve no problems and only move
the traffic jams another mile further east.

JIM CHRISTELL, 511 Woodland Lane in Northfield.
And I am opposed to any widening of Willow Road. I
would like to have IDOT consider the nine tenths of a
mile through Willow as simply an entrance ramp to Edens
Highway and to allow the Northfield residents to enjoy
the quality of life they so wish and deserve.

I am also concerned that safety is a number
one priority. I hope that the politicians in down
state, as well as other people, put the safety of the
people of Northfield first.

DAVID KAHN., I am totally opposed to the widening
of Willow Road. I think it will really deteriocrate the
safety and the quality of life in the village of
Northfield and in all the other villages in which the
road is widened. It will also create increased air
pollution and noise pollution.

I don't think we should disperse our
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population; I think we should have people concentrate
their living in practical ways. I don't think we
should create obsolete communities in the cities, which
we have done; just create roadways to take people away
from the cities. I think we should refurbish and
regain the use of our existing cities and our existing
infrastructure rather than just abandon them. We can't
afford to abandon the resources.

I am totally opposed to the widening of
Willow Road. I think it will just benefit people that
are speculated in land and land developers, the value
of whose land will increase substantially, and it will
provide unexpected benefits to people who even purchase
homes at values that reflected the then-existing
access and who never expected any increased mode of
transportation to their communities, at the expense of
pecple who purchased their homes on the basis to then-
existing conditions which will be substantially
deterjorated if Willow is widened. I am totally
opposed to the widening of Willow.

JEANNE CHAPLINE, 353 Jeffrey; Northfield. I moved
to Northfield three years ago for the rural atmosphere.
I travel Willow Road every day west to Palatine and to
Arlington Heights and then back east in rush hour and I

see no reason to widen it. 1It's actually a very fast
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thoroughfare, and going east in the morning is more
impossible and will only get more impossible if it's
widened. I live one block south and the noise already
is very loud in the morning and the accidents are very
tremendous.

MARGARET LEASON. I live at 353 Jeffrey in
Northfield. I think the major reason I don't want
Willow Road widened is for the children. I think it's
extremely dangerous. Secondly, from what we've been
told, it's not going to help the traffic problem one
jota; it's going to simply take up the remaining lanes.
Thirdly, I am a real estate appraiser, and I think it
will have a terrible, detrimental affect on the value
of our property. I moved to Northfield for peace and
quiet and I would like it to remain that way.

SALLY FAINER. I live in Northfield and I object
to widening Willow Road because I don't think any
child's life is worth shortening any car passenger's
commute across Willow Road. Children cross the road at
all times of the day and the park is constantly filled
with children, and any overpass they build over willow
Road will still not protect them from any car that
happens to veer off at a high rate of speed while
they're playing baseball.

My children are scared to go to school if the
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road is widened, and I don't think they should live
with that fear, and I object to my tax dollars being
used to alter the way of life in Northfield.

ROBERT MACKAY, 209 Thackery Lane in Northfield.
As a 24-year resident of the Village of Northfield, I
don't see the need to widen Willow Road past the
existing two lanes. I can't help but feel that, by
widening the road, we would have more traffic which
would result in loss of life due to fatalities and
accidents, many of which could involve children
crossing the roadway to get to the schools.

The vast majority of children of school age
live on the south side of Willow, while the schools are
located on the north side. And while an overpass or an
underpass would be constructed, school children don't
always use their best judgment in where they cross the
road.

I would also have serious concerns about the
ability of the police and fire within the village to
respond with a multi~-lane highway through the village.
Please do not widen Willow Road.

MARSHALL RAKE, 343 Thackery in Northfield. So
far, from what I have been told, the reason for this is
because of traffic congestion and safety. Now I have

been in Northfield for 15 years. I do not see the
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reason for this. At most, it stays five to ten minutes
bumper to bumper traffic from Edens to Waukegan or vice
versa. There's no problem with the village right now;
people like it the way it is.

I have a child and I have one on the way;
they both will be attending the schools in Northfield.
I plan on staying in Northfield. They said safety is
the reason. To me, loss of l1ife should be the first
concern and not a fender bender that could occur on
Willow Road. To me, child safety should be first.

If one child gets killed because of your
proposed expressway running through Northfield, the
safety factor, as you say, is gone.

I am wholly opposed to this; my wife is
opposed to this, and I am sure my children are too.

JOHN M. FIELD, 3322 Sunset Ridge Road; Northfield.
My wife and I travel Willow Road between Edens and
sunset Ridge daily at all hours of the day and night,
and we do not find that the traffic is so great there,
that there's any problem as far as riding on Willow
Road.

The fact that there's a light at Sunset Ridge
and Wagner and then downtown Northfield are the
principal reasons why traffic doesn't flow as fast as

it could. And the plan that is proposed by IDOT



10

11

12

i3

14

15

l6

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

53

doesn't take care of this at all. Whether there are
two lanes, as at present, or four or six or eight
lanes, the traffic isn't going to go any faster with
the lights they way they are.

Not only does this have no value as far as
expedited traffic, but will destroy the quality of life
in Northfield and the safety of the children in
crossing to the schools and parks.

MARY BETH KRAFT. I live at 2251 Bracken Lane.
Bracken Lane is a street that intersects Willow Road on
the south side between Sunset Ridge Roads and Wagner
Roads. I have a child in Middlefork School, a child at
Sunset Ridge and two other children that are older.

I have lived in Northfield since 1980 at this address.

Yes, there has been an increase of traffic on
Willow Road. The proposed improvement is not an
improvement to our family. At peak traffic times, we
leave more time to go to and from where we have to go.
As a resident of Northfield in that location, I feel
that the widening of Willow Road is not an improvement.

Adding more lanes in each direction will only
make pulling in and out of our street more impossible.
At this time, the folks on Bracken lane do not see
widening of Willow Road as any kind of improvement; it

is not an improvement.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

54

STEPHEN ASH, 445 Meadow Lark lLane in Northfield. I
would like to register my vote against the widening of
Willow Road for the reasons of preventing the existing
level of safety and the community atmosphere within
Northfield. I don't feel that the residents of
Northfield should have to suffer as a result of an
expansion that has been happening outside of our
boundaries. Thank you very much.

LAURA ASH, 445 Meadow Lark Lane; Northfield. 1I
live off of 0ld Willow Road. I would like to, one,
express my disappointment in the presentation this
evening in that it did not address the overall issues
such as density, future density, other infrastructure
such as alternative commuter transportation such as
trains, buses, etc. I am vehemently opposed to the
widening of Willow Road.

DON NATHAN, 525 Happ Road; Northfield,
representing myself. I am categorically opposed to the
widening of Willow Road and humbly request that they
leave it as is.

HOWARD BULTINCK. I am superintendent at Sunset
Ridge School District 29. I wanted to make sure, for
the record, that it was indicated this evening that our
school board will be making a submission within the

30~day time allotment from our consultants, Ralph Berg
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& Assocliates which will analyze IDOT's consultants'
proposal to add four lanes in front of our schools.

The position our school board has taken is that we want
a road-way system that's as safe, if not safer, than
what currently exists for our students who walk or take
their bicycles to school daily.

RICHARD RIESER, President of the Village of
Northfield. I am here to state for the record the
board's opposition to the widening of Willow Road and
to give to you Resolution Number DR30-92, which
expresses the unanimous opposition of all the members
of the village board and the community to the widening
of Willow Road to four lanes through Northfield.

"Whereas, in 1990, the President of the Bocard
of Trustees of the Village of Northfield received the
results of a community survey indicating that the
Illinois Department of Transportation's plans for
widening Willow Road from two lanes to four lanes was
strongly opposed by the village residents;

"And whereas, based on said response, which
indicated that 64 percent of the responding residents
felt that the village should leave Willow Road two
lanes between Sunset Ridge Road and Bristol and adopt a
resolution on March 26, 1990 affirming the same;

"and whereas, the Village of the Board of
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Trustees believes that widening the road will seriously
compromise the safety of residents due to more traffic
and faster traffic;

"And whereas, most children live on the south
side of Willow Road and need to cross it in order to
attend one of the three primary elementary schools
located on the north side of Willow Road, and that
these children will be required to cross Willow Road to
play in parks on the other side of Willow Road:

"Now therefore, be it resolved by the
President and Board of Trustees that the Vvillage of
Northfield, Cook County, Illinois, that the community
strongly opposes” _ and "“opposes" is in bold type
*.. the widening of Willow Road to four lanes between
Sunset Ridge Road to Bristol Avenue.

"We would further resolve that a copy of this
resolution be forwarded to the office of the Illinois
Department of Transportation and approved by me this
27th day of April, 1992, Four ayes, zeros nays, one
absent, signed Richard Rieser, Village President."

In addition, we have had responses from 359
residents who are opposed to the widening of Willow
Road, and we have also received 19 responses which were
addressed to Duane Carlson of the Illinois Department

of Transportation, opposed to widening Willow Road, and
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we have received only five responses in favor of
widening wWillow Road.

Furthermore, we have, for the record, two
letters: one from Paul Wagner in favor of widening
Willow Road and one from Paul Speer, Jr. also favoring
the widening of Willow Road. ©On the other hand, we
have 16 letters from the following individuals which
oppose the widening of Willow Road and detailing their
reasons therefore:

Those opponents of widening Willow Road are:
Bruce and Katrina Olson; Northfield, Illinois; Edward
Forester, Northfield, Illinois; Leonard Blinderman,
Northfield, Illinois, Roger P. Eklund, Northfield,
Illinois; Warren Greene, Northfield; James J. Hardy;
Northfield; Anthony and Mary Ann Gramza, Northfield:;
James O'Brien, Northfield; June McClemmens, Northfield;
Dan Podolsky, Northfield; Dorna Christel, Northfield;
Robert Snyder, Northfield; Betty and Bob Fenn,
Northfield.

We also have a letter from residents in
Northbhrook to the Northbrook Transportation Advisory
Committee, Northbrook, Illinois, also opposing the
widening of Willow Road at the corner of Pfingsten and

Willow in Northbrook, Illinois.

Lastly, we have a letter _ if I can find it __
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from the Northfield Community Nursery School, Darrell
Fry, also opposing the widening of Willow Road and
expressing the concerns about danger and increased
hazards to the children of Northfield.

Tonight I have had the opportunity to talk
with Nancy Magnus, a representative of IDOT, about the
whole concept of widening Willow Road, and I expressed
to her _ and I repeat for the record __ that I think,
underlying the strong, overwhelming community
opposition to the widening of Willow Road through
Northfield that there are absolutely no benefits to be
derived by people in the community creating a mini
super highway dividing our community between north and
south.

All there are are the burdens of noise,
pollution, the hazards to children crossing the road,
the increased requirements for traffic enforcement.
There's already a problem with the road as big as
Willow Road currently is.

I further pointed out to Ms. Magnus that, in
other areas ___ for example, Zion, Illinois, where
Commonwealth Edison built a nuclear reactor:;
Commonwealth Edison at least provided the community
with a full recreational facility, in essence providing

a benefit to offset the burdens. The residents of
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Northfield, Illinois, in contrast to the residents of
some of the surrounding communities, have a great
purity of motive; they have not developed or sought the
development of their community as a commercial
community or a mixed-use community but have tried to
preserve the village of Northfield as a residential
community with a semi-rural flavor; therefore, not
having contributed to the traffic themselves, they are
only the victims of it.

It seems to me that before proceeding with
any further plans on the widening of Willow Road, the
showing tonight ought to be taken into consideration.
The most impressive thing about this evening's
activities are the fact that this was a grass roots
effort, not an effort of the political leaders, but a
demonstration of the strong feelings of the individual
residents of the community against something which is
going to degrade the quality of life in the community.
Just as Edens Highway divides our community bhetween
east and west, the proposal for the widening of Willow
Road will divide it between north and south.

Unfortunately, the village's past experience
with the Illinois Department of Transportation has been
a sadly lacking in trust. As recently as a year or two

ago, IDOT added a 100-foot high light pole at the Tower
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Road interchange; it looks as if, as far away as

three quarters of a mile from the site, Martians

are landed. When IDOT was made aware of the problem
they created, they did nothing to mitigate the problem.

In the same way as noise along the Edens
Highway has increased dramatically, as shown by a
recent IDOT study, which we asked IDOT to perform, the
Illinois Department of Transportation has done
absolutely nothing to protect residents from the noise
pollution that's only increased with the increasing
amounts of traffic.

Unless, therefore, IDOT builds a sense of
trust with the community and provides benefits that
offset the degradation to the quality of life, as
proposed in the widening of Willow, it is absolutely
unthinkable that the community’s views will change.
The comnunity will continue to oppose and fight against
the widening of Willow Road.

BOB AND GINI DAMON, residents of Northfield for
over 30 years. We live at 2323 Pebblefork Lake. The
purpose of our comments are not to add fuel to a fire
that's already blazing but rather to give some
constructive suggestions that might help to control the
flames and tc divert them into a useable substance.

The problem apparently relates to heavy
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traffic, either existing or anticipated, going east or
west on Palatine or Willow Road. Our suggestion is
that when traffic goes east on Willow Road and comes to
the Illinois Tollway today, there is a left hand
turning lane that should be eliminated and a spur
should be built which will carry traffic going east on
Willow north on the Illinois Tollway to the spur which
joins the Illinois Tollway to the Edens Expressway.

At that point, traffic going east on Willow
would exit at the tollway and scoot on down to that
spur and proceed down to Edens Expressway and into the
city of Chicago, thus avoiding completely any
necessity for lane improvement from approximately
Landwehr to Edens Expressway.

On traffic going north on Edens, they could
take the Milwaukee turnoff, continue up towards the
Illinois tollway, but, instead of turning right to go to
Milwaukee, catch that same spur which has been built
which will take the traffic up to Palatine or Willow
Road on the west side of the tollway. Advantages of a
four-lane highway already has been built from the
tollway west,

Every single citizen of Northfield will
kiss and hug every member of the Illinois Department of

Transportation because of their ingenuity in working
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out this problem. Wwhat do you think, gang?
KAY MABIE, President of the Northfielders Garden
Club. I'm just going to read this to you.

"I am here to express the Northfielders'
opposition to the proposed widening of Willow Road in
Northfield. For many years, our members have invested
their time and energy in projects aimed at the
beautification of our village.

"Through our annual plant sale, we raise
money to landscape areas of the village and create
flower beds in the center of town. Many of our members
were instrumental in the acquisition of lands which now
comprise our major parks. The majority of our efforts
are focused on Willow Road and the parks which lie both
north and south of it, as this is the area most central
to our community and therefore most likely to be
enjoyed by our residents.

"In all of our improvement projects we seek
to maintain the open, informal country atmosphere which
characterizes our town. The proposed widening of
Willow Road would dramatically alter the nature of our
village and expressway by splitting the community,
dividing the parklands and funneling ever increasing
numbers of ailsles through the middle of town, would

destroy everything we have worked to create.
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"What they are proposing to do is to
sacrifice our town to the convenience of commuters who
don't even iive in the area. We understand that it's
the state's policy not to force change on communities
that do not welcome them, and we wish to assure then
that Northfield does not want the town split by an
expressway."

NANCY ARMSTRONG. I live in Northfield and I am a
member of the Country Gardeners of Northfield, and I an
here to represent our garden club.

We find that the widening of Willow Road to
four lanes through Northfield ie counter productive to
our club's objectives. The objectives of our garden
club are to further the advancement of gardening for
home and civic beautification, to stimulate an interest
in cooperative gardening, to aid in the protection of
forests, wild flowers, natural growth and birds and to
transact any and all other matters of business
pertaining to or in furtherance of the foregoing
objectives.

We helped to create a bird sanctuary in
Willow Park and have planted wild flowers that run
thorough the park to help preserve a natural
environment within this park, which has been one of our

objectives. We believe that the increase in noise and
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emissions from more road vehicles and the infringement
on to the floodplain near Wagner Road would encourage
the misuse of our environment.

Our club's position on the suggested widening
of Willow Road through Northfield is a loud and firm
no. Respectfully submitted, Nancy Armstrong, the
President of Country Gardeners of Northfield.

SALLY RAINER, 585 Laurie Lane; Northfield. This
is a letter to the Illinois Department of
Transportation, Ramada Inn; Northbrook, Illinocis.

"Proposal for widening Willow Road through
Northfield: I regret to inform you that a significant
number of Northfield residents opposed to the
widening of Willow Road are unable to attend the
meeting this evening. Unfortunately, our church, St.
James the Less of Northfield, scheduled a farewell
dinner and service for our beloved priest who is
leaving our church after a 35-year tenure. These plans
have been underway for a considerable period of time
and rescheduling is impossible.

"Safety, excess of traffic, as well as higher
speeds, are a prime concern of all of us. Willow Road
divides our village in half. All three schools are
located on the north side of Willow Road, and a

significant number of children must cross Willow Road
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to attend school. I am Bure you can understand our
concern for their safety as well as maintaining the
community, as we have known it for many years.
Respectfully submitted, David R. Bruce, Warden, St.
James the Less Episcopal Church, Northfield.™

MS. RAINER: The second letter is also addressed
to the Illinois Department of Transportation:

*Gentlemen: I moved to 451 Chapel Hill Lane,

consisting of one-acre home sites, 27 years ago. My
family has used the school, churches and business
community in our immediate area. The impact upon
widening Willow Road would be devastating in all
respects, such as, 1, environmental, noise and
pollution; 2, we live on a cul de sac with one exit
to Willow Road; 3, the premium we paid for the
privilege of small community living would be completely
lost; 4, the value of our homes and land would
plummet; 5, we were here first and feel we have the
right to make the decisions as to the widening of
Willow Road; 6, Glenview Naval Air station has
maintained the above position for many years: namely,
we were here first; 7, it is my understanding that IDOT
has never forced an issue like this when the town
officials have been against it; 8, the safety of

children is the paramount issue; it has been addressed
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by experts who are in complete agreement not to widen

the road; 9, there are so many infrastructure problems
in the state of Illinecis __ gridleck traffic on roads,
decaying of bridges and hundreds of miles of thruways

in desperate need of repair.

"Ladies and gentlemen of IDOT, please listen
to the overwhelming outcry of the people and officials
of Northfield. Leave Willow Road as it is: two lanes
from Sunset Ridge Road east. Sincerely, Richard G.
Sennott, 451 Chapel Hill Lane; Northfield.™

MS. RAINER: Then I would like to make a brief
statement of my own. I am Sally Rainer of Northfield.
I don't think that IDOT could have chosen a better
place to have this meeting tonight than the Ramada Inn
out here in Northbrook. We didn't have any trouble
leaving Northfield on a two-lane road and didn't get
into traffic jams until we got to where the four lanes
and the tollway traffic began, and that's where the
traffic jams are. 8o as far as I'm concerned, where
the roads are four lanes, there's just as much traffic,
and maybe more, as where there are two lanes. Thanks
very much.

GAYLE GAMBILL, 1902 East Robin Hood Lane;
Arlington Heights, Illinois. My concern is that my

house, my property, backs up to Palatine Road on the
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south side of Palatine Road between Schoenbeck and
Windsor. The way the road is structured now, with the
express lanes and the frontage road, is already what I
would consider a nightmare.

I have learned to put up with the noise and
the fear of my child being hurt while playing in my
yard. I have looked at both the proposals for that
piece of road, eliminating frontage road as opposed to
keeping frontage road. And I would say that I would
vote in favor of eliminating frontage road if
provisions were made for a parkway between my fence and
the first lane of traffic with perhaps some trees
and/or a barrier fence for noise and safety, the people
whose yard abuts to the road.

I would also ask that the speed limit be
considered because of homes right there, as well as the
school at the corner of Schoenbeck and Palatine Road.

I see the six lanes of traffic, with three going east
and three going west, an improvement of the
configuration as it stands now, and I understand this
is a long-term project. But again, I would hope that
safety and noise be considered, if they do eliminate
frontage road.

LEONARD PERKINS, 1139 North Ridge; Arlington

Heights, 60004, of A.C. Nielson Company. Speaking on
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my own behalf, not only the company's behalf, a couple
of comments 1n general aimed at two communities,
basically, Northfield and Lincolnshire, both of which
are creating a great deal of ozone backup problem,
ozone problem, because of the inability of IDOT to
create a road system that works and moves traffic at
the speed 1t should.

I really think that the need to have a four
lane through Northfield to complete Palatine Road
system 1s supposed to work. At the same time, 22 has
to be looked at as a rellef for problems on Willow
Road. A good deal of traffic that's on Willow 1is there
because 22 doesn't work in the morning. People who
work at AllState, Nielson and Kraft in those areas are
taking lLake Cook and Willow to get to work rather than
going on 22 to the tollway and then getting off.

Secondly, the Lake-Cook interchange on the
expressway needs to be done because that will relieve
the congestion at Sanders Road. A tremendous amount of
traffic is looping into and going north of Sanders
because of the lack of an exit southbound on the Tristate
at Lake-Cook.

Ultimately, I am convinced that there needs
to be a south exit, north entrance on the Tristate at

Sanders south of Lake Cock Road near the Allstate
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complex because a tremendous amount of traffic coming
south in the morning that comes up on to Willow and
then turns left on to either Milwaukee or Sanders. If
that was a straight shot on Sanders, it would relieve
much of the congestion on Sanders and Willow.

The little things that need to get done on
Willow such as the Wisconsin grade crossing at the
Wisconsin-Sioux line, on wherever the railroad is, will
aid in the moving traffic through Willow Rocad
intersection, and I urge people to lock at that grade
crossing as a relief because of the amocunt of traffic
that's u-turning at Willow would be eliminated.

Finally, as a general comment: I think the
six-lane approach without the frontage roads make the
most sense, and would urge that pattern to be adopted

for reconstruction when Willow gets reconstructed.

(The public hearing was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.)
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STATE OF ILLINOIS)

COUNTY OF C O O K) SS:

I, BARBARA LIBERKO, CSR, and a notary public
within and for the County of Cook and state of Illinecis,
do hereby certify that I reported in shorthand the
foregoing public hearing before IDOT and that the
foregoing transcript is a true, cerrect and complete
transcript as appears from my shorthand notes, reported

and transcribed by me.

() L

CSR Lic. No. 084-001023.

OFFICIAL SEAL *
BARBARA LIBERKO

NDTARY POBLIC. STATE OF ILLIROIS
MY COMMSSION EXPRES 3/27/94
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Summary of Written Comments
Palatine/Willow Road Strategic Regional Arterial

The majority of the written comments focused on the recommendations at the
east end of the SRA route from Illinois Route 43 to Interstate 294. Almost all of
these comments came from Northfield residents opposing the recommended four
lane roadway. Submitted written statements from Northfield residents included
913 postcards with pre-printed opposition statements. A copy of the opposition
statement follows this summary. Eleven postcards had been altered to favor
roadway widening.

In addition to the postcard statement, the negative aspects of roadway
widening often cited in the written comments included:

decreased pedestrian safety,

increased air and noise pollution,

loss of open space,

divides the community,

causes a decline in property values, and
encroaches onto the floodplain of the Chicago River.

Only a small number of written comments were received pertaining to the
segment of Willow Road from Interstate 294 to lllinois Route 43. These
comments cited increased automobile accidents, decreased pedestrian safety,
increased noise and air pollution, and a decrease in property values as reasons
why the recommended six lane section should not be implemented. The
discussion of the Willow Road improvements by the Village of Northbrook
Transportation Advisory Committee, as recorded in their May 14, 1992 meeting,
has been included in this report.

The segment of Palatine Road between lllinois Route 53 and Interstate 294
also received few written comments. Of the two alternates proposed over this
segment none was particularly favored over the other or over the no-build
aiternative for that matter. Most of the comments did recognize the need to
improve safety and operations.

Written comments in favor of improvements to Palatine/Willow Road were
received from employers in the Palatine/Willow Road corridor. Specific
improvement recommendations cited most often in these letters were the need to
improve the Sanders Road intersection, the [nterstate 294 interchange, and
widening Willow Road from Waukegan Road to the Edens Expressway.



Duane Carlson

Ass't. Secretary, IDOT
201 W. Center Ct.
Schaumburg, IL 60194

Litadbd bt

T am a resident of Northfield, Illinois

I AM UNEQUIVACALLY OPPOSED TO WIDENING
WILLOW ROAD TO FOUR LANES FROM SUNSET
RIDGE ROAD _ EAST TO THE BRIDGE.

To widen the road would: create neoise and

air pollution to sensitive areas on and near
Willow RdA.(3 churches, 3 schools, 2 parks,
residential homes, village hall, library,
postoffice, police-fire depts). Public safety
would be threatened. There would be significant
filling of the floodway east of Wagner.

THE PROPOSED WIDENING OF .9 MILE SHOULD NOT

OCCUR.
SIGNEDWIJ /MM




Sunset Ridge School District No. 29

525 Sunset Ridge Road « Northfleld, MNinols 60093 « 708/446-8383

SUNSET RIDQE SCHOOL
825 SUNSET RIDGE ROAD
WORTHFIELD, IL. 80083

TOU 4400302

MIDDLEFORK SCHOOL BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING

NORTHFIELD, I 8003

arss o7 R=CEIVED
JUN 171992

DISTRICT #1

June 15, 1992

Mr. Richard Starr
Bureau of Programming
201 W. Central Ct.
Schaumburg, IL. 60196

Dear Mr. Starm:
Antached you will find two (2) copies of a study prepared by Ralph Burke & Associates. This
study serves as our school district's official response to Harland Bartholomew & Associates, Inc.

study prepared for IDOT on the proposed widening of Willow Road in Northfield. Thank you in
advance for taking this study into consideration. Should you have any questions, please call.

SZ cerely
Dr. o%a;dt%;ul/aéck

Superintende
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June 5, 1992 RECElVED

Mr. Duane P. Carlson 92
District Engineer JUN 118
Illinois Department of Transportation )
District 1 DISTRICT #1
201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096

Dear Mr. Carlson,

As a resident of Northfield, I feel that the Illinois
Department of Transportation Khas been short sighted in_

its Strategic Regional Arterial Improvement Plan, particularly
as it pertains to Willow Road in Northfield.

Your goal is to move traffic, but nowhere in the Harland
Bartholomew & Associates study does it describe the point
of origin for the traffic on Willow Road. Before prescribing

a "cure"” for the situation, isn't it important to study
the cause?

A more glaring omission for all of the thousands of dollars
and hours spent on the study, is that it does not mention
how many child crossings of Willow Road take place each
day, or week or month. How about the numbers relating

to pedestrian fatalities at 5 lane intersections versus

3 lane intersections?

It has been suggested by some that pedestrian safety is
not a concern of IDOT. I don't believe that. I do think
that widening Willow Road in Neorthfield will do little
to relieve overall traffic congestion in the area. I
know it will greatly increase the danger for my children
as they cross Willow Road at least twice each day on
their bicycles or on foot.

So IDOT wants to move traffic and I want to safequard
my children as well as I can. I think there is at least
one alternative...one that your department and other
State authorities can make happen, that will provide

great relief to the danger facing our children AND move
traffic in the area.

In traveling to other major cities, one factor stands

out when it comes to traffic movement, there is a major
road or series of roads that encircle the city. On the
south side of Chicago it is possible to travel southbound
on I-294, take I-80 east, then "loop" back north on 1-94

into Chicago. There is no such''possibility in the northern
suburbs of Chicago.



I think most reasonable people will agree that' Willow
Road in Northfield, Glenview and Northbrook, doesn't
back up or become'heavy due to traffic volume generated
locally. These conditions are caused by the "through"

nature of the traffic originating on either end of Willow/Palatine

and continuing for a substantial distance. On the stretch
from Edens Expressway to I-294, there are simply too

many lights to ever move the traffic quickly in both
directions. Timed lights may work in one direction or

the other, but not both.

The alternative I suggest is a road already in existence,
the I-94 spur from Edens Expressway to I-294, With minor
improvements, this can provide an excellent and easily
expandable alternative to widening Willow Road between
Edens Expressway and I-294,

First, a ramp must be constructed so that traffic from
the Edens Expressway can use the I-94 spur and then go
SOUTH on I-294., A westbound exit could then be installed
at Dundee Road (68) and another at Sanders Road (easing
conditions at the Willow Road exit). Traffic originating
on the Edens could then continue west on Dundee or

if exiting at Sanders Road, go a simple } mile south

on an improved road (with no homes or schools) to the
proposed Palatine Road Expressway. (A direct ramp could
be extended through the Forest Preserve to Palatine Road
Westbound, but that would probably create some opposition.

Secondly, a companion ramp must be constructed to allow
traffic northbound on I-294 to go east on the I-94 spur

to the Edens Expressway. Traffic looking for a faster

route to the Edens could also enter go north on I-294

at Willow Road, swinging east on the I-94 spur and bypassing
Willow Road in Northbrook, Glenview and Northfield entirely.
A northboun@ entrance to I-294 at Dundee Road wild also

take a substantial amount of East-West traffic off of
Dundee,

Logically, the route sis longer, but faster. The tollroad
can be expanded to 4 lanes without public hearings. A
westbound exit on Dundee would not upset Northbrook
residents. Traffic exiting the Edens atiWillow or Dundee
would reach its destination socner, with fewer traffic
signals. Traffic originating in the western or northwestern
suburbs and destined for Glencoe, Winnetka or Wilmette
would not need to use Lake, Dundee and Willow as their

main route.

The cost of the mentioned improvements should be significantly
less than widening Willow Road in 3 lanes west of Waukegan,
considering the railroad bridge and underpass involved.



For the Tollroad authorities, who are plagued with 2
expressways merging at the Deerfield Toll Plaza, this
presents a unique opportunity to move the Northbound

I~294 toll plaza to a point south of the proposed "loop",
with an additional toll plaza on the I-94 spur for traffic
entering from the Edens eXxpressway. The merging of the

2 expressways would then be substantially improved, the
additional toll money generated going to pay for the
improvements {along, hopefully with some ofithe money

IDOT has earmarked to Willow/Palatine improvements) .

With the "loop"™ I've described, an alternative route
would be available during constructions periods or anytime
the Kennedy or Edens is backed up...there would be a

way downtown or back to the suburbs without using our
suburban roads.

I've enclosed a map of the area with my suggestions drawn
in. My only fear is that you have your vision fixed
on a certain portion of the area and not overall solutions.

I know there may some points of my plan that may need
clarification. I am available at your convenience and
have provided my phone numbers and address below.

I hope the thought of moving traffic around the area,
without creating additional traffic for ANY municipality
appeals to you and your planners. With this idea there
is not one vehicle encroaching on a community that it-
wouldn't ultimately reach anyway.

Very Truly You ~

LS

Gerald J. Diganf

241 Sunset Ridge Road
Northfield, IL 60093z
708-441-5983
708-383-5320(office)

CC.

HB&A

Village of Northfield
Village of Glenview
Village of Northbrook
School District #29
Gov. Jim Edgar
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“WpA: WARREN H. GREENE
2278 DRURY LANE Bl 0 :A-naz......l,G
NORTHFIELD, ILLINDIS 800903

l;u"l“ i rJ .z;h_,’
May 14, 1992 e

Dear IDOT, SN 4 |

I own my home at the above address.

I am unalterably opposed to any further widening of Willow Rd.
from Waukegan Rd. to Hibbard Rd.

I am immediately and unalterably opposed to the widening or the
changing of Willow Rd. through Northfield between the Kraft
traffic lights west of Sunset Ridge Rd. east to Edens.

I read in the business section of last Sunday's Chicago Tribune
that the Catholic sisters had sold their land at Waukegan and
Willow for development. Never was traffic density considered
or discussed. It is automatic that local residents will submit
to increased pollution, noise and danger and pay higher taxes
for the privilege.

It is time IDOT wascontrolled.

Illinois roads are terrible. There isn't a road that isn't dug
up. Traffic grows worse as business spreads out along the corrid-
ors the highways have created. The city needs the business for
jobs, but it is easier and cheaper for business to take over

new empty space, requiring new and bigger roads. A vicious circle

The filth and pollution of the black exhausts spewed out by the
trucks covers us all and only increases. Meanwhile we citizens
line up for our clean-air stickers! But the truck lobby is strong

Don't widen Winnetka Road, elther. We will only get more cars
and trucks. There will never be enoughl! The above doesn't even

touch on the effect of covering more area with concrete, or the
polluted run-off into our poor little streams.

Sincerely.

f§:>Warren H. Gra&ne

Copies sent to other concerned parties.






LAW OFFICE OF [ o e
EKLUND AND EKLUND o s -,
ROGER P. EKLUND FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING ERNEST 4 EKCUND (.9,5'..9:‘;'5‘)
ONE FIRST NATIONAL PLAZA JOMN N THORNBURN (1020 -1981)
JOMN C. LIVENBPARGER CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 80803 ALBERT BROWN (1938-1968)

(3.12) 728-0212
TELECOPIER (312) 728-4907

May 15, 1992

Mr. Duane Carlson

Assistant Secretary

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, Illinois 60194

In re Willow Road
Dear Mr. Carlson:

Enclosed herewith you will find a card stating that I
am opposed to the widening of Willow Road through the Village
of Northfield. Four citizens of Northfield suggested this card
be sent to you, if I was so inclined. I felt that receipt of

the card might not express adequately my negative feeling about
the widening.

There is no question that there is congested traffic
on Willow Road and that there is substantial congestion through
the Village of Northfield. In my opinion, it will not improve
the flow of traffic but merely move the congestion on the
existing four-lane highway to the West into the town. This
serves no purpose as there will always be a bottleneck at the
junction of Edens Expressway and Willow Road due to the fact
tnat the exit and entry lanes are only one car wide.

Stacking cérs in Northfield will add nothing to
the convenience of the people driving and will only worsen the
safety of the residents of Northfield, and particularly the
school children, over what it is now.

DO NOT WIDEN WILLOW ROAD IN NORTHFIELD!

Very truly yours,

/; /792,\

RPE/dmw Roger P. Eklund
Enclosure

cc: Mr. Richard Rieser
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HOLLIS P. FROMM Pr
363 Thackeray Lane
Northfield IL 60093

,-.,'-_-;-—l
[jng bbb B

May 20, 1992

Mr. Duane P. Carlson, P.E.

District Engineer

Illinols Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196-10%96

Dear Mr. Carlson,

I am writing to you to voice my opposition to the
proposed project of widening Willow Road between Illincis
Route 43 and Interstate 94.

I have been a resident of Northfield for sixteen years
and have two chlildren aged fourteen and eleven years. They
are often crossing Willow Road toc go to school, church or a
sporting event. There is a steady stream of people and dogs
walking along and crossing Willow Road during the day on
foot, bicycles, rollerblades, skateboards and with strollers
and baby carriages. A wlider Willow Road with more and
possibly faster cars would put our population iIn danger and
change the character of our community.

Northfield is a small village where adults and
children walk and ride blkes to vislt friends and go to
school, church and the park. This is the way we live. We are
out on the streets In our village (not always in cars>. This
is one of the many reasons we llve here. Our community ls
small, so we can do these things In pleasant surroundlngs.

Willow Road splits our communlty down the middle.
Three schools, three churches, and the baseball, soccer, and
tennis faclllitles are all across Willow Road from where the
most concentrated population llives. To widen Willow Road
would creat a barrier down the middle of our village which
would substantlally alter our way of life by increasing the
danger to our school chlldren, lnhcreasing air and nolse

#



]

pollution, and hampering natural communication within our
community.

The possliblllty of an aerial crosswalk is unaccept-
able. A brldge would be an eyvesore and dangerous to all the
aforement | oned wheeled modes of conveyance. It would have to
be lighted at night and would be unsafe due to lts potentlal
for attractlng loltering and garbage.

In conclusion, I believe that a four lane Willlow Road
willl have negative economic, soclial and environmental
effects on the community of Northfleld. We do not want a
hlgh speed thoroughfare decreasing the safety of the
resldents In our village.

1 attended the publlc hearlng tonight at the Ramada
Inn In Northbrook. Please enter these comments into the
record,

Sincerely,

Hollis P. Fromm

[ 2]



JAMES E. OBRIEN,
SUITE 344
540 FRONTAGE ROAD
NORTHFIELD, ILLINOIS 60093
(708) 441-7776

May 19,1992 it

Mr. Duane Carlson
I.D.O.T.

201 W. Center St.
Schaumberg, . 60194

Re. Expansion of Willow Rd.
Dear Mr. Carison,

{ am writing you as president of the Bracken Lane Association, which represents the
13 home owners on the lane.

We are a dead end lane the exits onto Willow Road.

We are unanimously and absolutely oppossed to any widening of Willow Road
through Northfield. The reasons are many and | am sure you are aware of most of
them . But in particular, most of the homeowners on the lane either have or will have
children who must cross Willow Road to get to school. The crossing is dangerous now
but if Willow is ever converted into a super highway through Northfield it would be just
a matter of time until the first child is killed. There is also the probability that with Willow
becoming a 4 or more lane road we would never be able to get in or out of the lane.

If Willow were to be widened we could look forward to a drastic increase in poliution,
garbage and crime that the greatly increased traffic would cause,which would be to
the detriment of every living thing in the area.

The real solution to the traffic problem should come from building new access ramps
for Edens and the tollway and controling or limiting the access on already overcrowed
streets such as Willow.

All of us on Bracken Lane have invested many years and many dollars in our homes
and in Northfield and we certainly don’t want this all destroyed so that commuters can
make it to work in 2 or 3 minutes less time.

Lol

mes. E. O’'Brien



A 1cH

Kevin J. Condcn
1869 Stockton Drive
Northfield, Illinois 60093

Ed™~ ¢ A M (e
May 27, 1992 V. T
R
Mr. Duane P. Carlson, P.E. E;__.,: --;il#‘l

District Engineer
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, Illinocis 60796-1096

Attention: Walter S. Kos, P.E.

Re: Palatine/Willow Road
Strategic Regional Arterial

Dear Mr. Kos:

I reside in Northfield and attended the Open House presented by the
Strategic Regional Arterial Panel at the Ramada Inn in Northbrook on
May 20, 1992. Following my review of the recommended improvements
presented at the public hearing, I have concluded that it is a
mistake to widen Willow Road from Illinocis Route 43 {(Waukegan Road)
to Interstate 94 through Northfield.

Most residents with children live south of Willow Road and the two
public elementary schools are both north of Willow Road. Moreover, a
parochial elementary school is also north of Willow Road. The
widening of Willow Road through Northfield would present a
significant safety risk to children attending these schools.
Furthermore, Northfield has always been a quiet residential community
which would be adversely affected by a four lane roadway through the
center of the Village. Leaving Willow Road two lanes through
Northfield would not be without precedent. Other four lane roadways
have remained two lanes through villages, such as Irving Park Road
through Itasca.

I ask that the final report concerning the recommended improvements
delete the recommended widening of Willow Road from Illincis Route 43
to I-94. Thank you for your consideration of this letter.

Very truly y. '

Kevin/d. Condon

KJC:kg
cc: Northfield Board of Trustees



NORTHFIELD PARK DISTRICT = 405 Wagner Road * Northfleld, lilinois 60093
Phone: (7T08) 446-4428

May 20, 1992

The Northfield Park District strongly opposes the proposed widening of Willow Road
through the Village of Northfield. We believe that changing Willow Road from a two-lane,
local road to a four-lane, divided, regional highway will adversely affect the Park District and
its residents in the following respects:

1. Widening Willow Road would create a clear and unreasonable danger to the safety of Park
District residents, and especially children, who must cross that road on foot in order to
reach Park District facilities and programs.

2. The proposed widening would make it more difficult for Park District residents who drive
to reach Park District facilities and programs from within the Village.

3. The proposed widening would eliminate open space adjacent to two Park District facilities,
Willow Park and Clarkson Park.

4, Widening Willow Road likely would increase the volume of air and noise pollution
adjacent to Willow and Clarkson Parks, and would bring that pollution closer to the users
of these facilities.

Public Safety

The Northfield Park District conducts recreational programming for its residents,
including children at one outdoor facility, Willow Park, and at four indoor facilities,
Middlefork, St. Philips and Sunset Ridge Schools and Northfield Community Church. All of
these facilities are located north of Willow Road. Officials of the Village of Northfield
estimate that 55 percent of the Village's residents live south of Willow Road. In other words,
most of the residents who wish to participate in Park District programs must cross Willow
Road in order to reach those programs.

The current volume of traffic makes it dangerous for pedestrians to cross Willow Road,
even at intersections with traffic signals. The closest of these signals is some two to three
blocks away from Willow Park. The proposed widening of Willow Road will make it even
more dangerous to cross the road on foot, especially for children. We all know that children
tend to take the shortest route between two points, and may consider a busy street more as a
challenge to be met rather than as a danger to be avoided. Widening Willow Road would
increase both the challenge and the danger. We do not want our children subjected to either!



Widening Willow Road also would bring cars and trucks much closer to the children
and other residents who use Willow and Clarkson Parks. Several of the Park District's athletic
fields begin approximately 40 feet away from the current roadway. The proposed widening
would eliminate virtually all of this zone of safety. The tragedy just two years ago at
Harrington Park in Riverside, in which a car veered off the road, striking and killing three
children playing in the park, is a grim reminder of the need to keep roads as afar away from
parks as possible. Willow Road is already too close to our parks. We don't want it any
closer!

Access

The proposed widening of Willow Road would restrict access to Park District facilities,
especially Willow and Clarkson Parks. The Illinois Department of Transportation's draft
proposal calls for full access to Willow Road from side streets only at the intersections that
currently have traffic signals. All other intersections would operate as right turn in/right turn
out only.

As a result, Park District residents who now drive to Willow Park or Clarkson Park on
Willow Road from Edgewood Lane, Whittier Lane, Somerset Lane, Bracken Lane, Chapel
Hill Lane, Eaton Street, Dickens Street, Churchill Street, Robin Hood Lane and Bristo] Street
would have to travel circuitous, more-time-consuming routes in order to reach these facilities.
Park District residents traveling by car to programs conducted at St. Philips School would
encounter similar access restrictions.

Open Space

The State of Illinois presently utilizes only between 36 and 40 feet of its right-of-way
along Willow Road in Northfield. The remaining 60 to 64 feet form a buffer of open space
between the roadway and Willow and Clarkson Parks. Elimination of this open space, and the
trees that occupy it, would make these parks less attractive, and less desirable as locations for
both active and passive recreation.

ise Pollution

Moving Willow Road closer to Willow and Clarkson Parks also will bring more air and
noise pollution closer to these facilities, and to the Park District residents who use them. The
State of Illinois should consider the adverse effects of this pollution upon these residents,
especially the children, before proceeding with the widening of Willow Road.

nclusi
The federal Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991, under which the

proposed widening of Willow Road might be funded, requires that "(t)he overall social,
economic, energy, and environmental effects of transportation decisions” must be taken into



account before making such decisions. The Northfield Park District respectfully submits that

the proposed widening of Willow Road through Northfield would have seriously adverse social

and environmental effects, as well as endangering the public. Therefore, for the sake of our

residents, and especially for the safety of our children, we urge the State of Illinois not to

proceed with the proposed widening of Willow Road through the Village of Northfield.
Respectfully submitted,

NORTHFIELD PARK DISTRICT

%@g"‘“@m

@ Cherveny, President

Cotomdll Gt

Edward G. Cottrell, Vice President

W%@

Michael Mcintyre, Coml@éswner

M 8 bty

Sharon Krill, Commissioner

blon - Moiaern.

Blair H. Robinson, Céfimissioner




Nothfield Community Church

4;}‘”5&' 3

MAY 18, 1992

POSITION STATEMENT OF NORTHFIELD COMMUNITY CHURCH

Re: Widening of Willow Road

In regards to the proposal to widen .9 of a mile of Willow Road through Northfield,
we wish to go on record as being unconditionally opposed. The Northfield
Community Church is located on the northwest comer of Willow and Wagner Roads.
We are opposed to this proposal for the following reasons: 1) It would be
dangerous for children who participate in weekday and Sunday activities at the
Church to walk across a 4 lane highway. 2) Noise from the proposed 4 lane
highway would interfere with normal Church services. 3) There is a high probability
that the Church would lose its 6§ maple and 4 flowering crab apple trees which are
ireplaceable.

e

Jane Jeffris, Moderator
Northfield Community Church

400 WAGNER ROAD, NORTHFIELD, ILLINOIS 60093
PHONE (708) 446-3070
MINISTERS: DONALD E. MINNICK . DELORES J. ROGERS




THE COUNTRY GARDENERS OF NORTHFIELD

POSITION PAPER ON THE PROPOSED WILLOW ROAD WIDENING THROUGH
NORTHFIELD.

FROM: THE COUNTRY GARDENERS OF NORTHFIELD.

My name is Diau\cﬁk f*ﬂTﬁgffb z , and I live in Northfield.

I am a member of the Country Gardeners of Northfield, and I am
here to represent our garden club members.

We find the widening of WILLOW ROAD to four lanes through
Northfield is counter-productive to our club’s objectives.

The objectives of our garden club are:

To further the advancement of gardening for home and civic
beautification, to stimulate an interest in cooperative gardening;
to aid in the protection of forests, wild flowers, natural growth
and birds, AND to transact any and all other matters of business
pertaining to or, in furtherance of the foregoing objectives."

We helped to create a bird sanctuary in Willow Park and have
planted wild flowers along the creek that runs through the park.

To help preserve a natural environment within this park has been
one of our objectives.

We believe that the increase in noise and emissions from more
road vehicles, and the infringement onto the flood plain near
Wagner Road would encourage the misuse of our environment.

OQur club's position on the suggested widening of Willow Road
through Northfield is a loud and firm :NO:

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Armstrong, President

Country Gardeners of Northfield
5/20/92



NORTHFIELDERS' GARDEN CLUB
Northfield, lllinois 60093

May 20, 1992

Mr. Duane Carison
Assistant Secretary 1.D.0.T.
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg IL 60194

Dear Mr. Carison:

I write on behalf of the members of the Northfielders' Garden Club to express our
opposition to the proposed widening of Willow Road in Northfield.

For many years, our members (in cooperation with the members of the Country
Gardners of Northfie{d) have invested time and energy in projects aimed at beautifi-
cation of our village. Through our annual plant sale, we have raised money to
landscape areas of the Village and 1o create flower beds in the center of town. Years
ago, many of our members were instrumental in the aquisition of the lands which now
comprise our major parks.

The majority of our efforts have focused on Willow Road and the parks which lie both
north and south of it as this is the area most central to our community and therefore
most likely to be enjoyed by a majority of our residents. In all of our improvement
projects, we have sought 10 maintain the open, infor mal, country atmosphere which
characterizes our town.

The proposed widening of Willow Road would dramatically alter the nature of our
village. An expressway bisecting the community, dividing the parklands, and funnel-
ling everincreasing numbers of automobiles through the middle of town would destroy
everything we have worked to create. What you propose 10 do is 10 sacrifice our town
to the convenience of commuters who do not even live in the area.

We understand that it is the State’s policy not to force changes such as those being

proposed for Willow Road upon communities that do not welcome them. Be assured
that the residents of Northfield do sy want their town split in half by a four-lane

highway.

Sincerety,

ipe b

orihfielders’ Garden Club



SUNSET RIDGE - MIDDLEFORK
ASSOCIATION OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS
525 Sunset Ridge Road, Northfield, Tllinois 60093

Mr. Richard Starr, P.E.

Technical Studies and Highway Systems Engineer
Bureau of Programming

201 West Central Court

Schaumburg, Illinois 60196

May 20: 1992

Dear Mr. Starr,

I am writing to you on behalf of the District 29 PTA which
represents both Middlefork and Sunset Ridge elementary schools
in Northfield. We are overwhelmingly opposed to any plans
that call for the widening of Willow Road.

Our concern is primarily one of safety. We feel that our
children's well-being will be seriously compromised by your
consultants' proposed roadwork through our village. The two
District 29 schools, located adjacent to and north of Willow
Road, presently have an enrolliment of 389 students, 50% of
which live south of Willow Road. During school hours, because
our district does not bus students, the increased traffic
volume of a four-lane Willow Road would create an extremely
dangerous crossing situation for our children at both schools.
However, this situation becomes extraordinarily hazardous
during non-school hours when no crossing guards are present.
It is simply unacceptable to us to put our children at this
increased risk.

Proudly, our village has represented a certain guality of
life and strength that comes naturally from an ongoing,
understood commitment to our children. They are our priority.
This commitment is evident daily in our outstanding schools,
Park District and by the enormous parent involvement in both.
We cannot allow the safety of even one of our children to
be jeopardized by your plans. If we do, we will lose much
more than we will gain.

Sincerely,

gﬁlie Weary, President

District 29 PTA



The Northfield Caucus
P.0O. Box 8412
Northfield, Illinois 60093

To: The Illinois Department of Transportation

Re: The Strategic Regional Arterial study

The Northfield Caucus 1is a representative body of citizens
entrusted to elect candidates for public office within the Village
and to define issues of importance via its platform.

The overwhelming majority of Northfield residents have taken a
position opposing the widening of Willow Road within the Village

of Northfield, and its Caucus represents that view.

The Caucus platform specifically states opposition to widening the
road.

Northfield is the only village on the North Shore bisected by
Willow Road. If widened, Willow Road would split our community
with a noisy, dangerous roadway that would contribute only to the
land development of neighboring municipalities.

The Caucus has participated in all of the traffic studies, formal
and informal discussions, polls and other meetings devoted to
Willow Road.

Our community cannot gain anything from a road project proposal
that:

1) Splits the community in half with a high speed
thoroughfare.

2) Encroaches into the floodway.
3) Cuts through the heart of our only park system.

4) Directly borders both Northfield schools, and many
churches.

5) Encourages the commercial development of TECHNY.
6) Severely affects speedy access by our police and fire
department.
The Northfield Caucus opposes this plan as it has opposed the issue

for well over twenty years!

We urge IDOT to consider alternative plans to the widening of
Willow Road as a strategic focus of state highway planning.



Parents and Children Together
525 Sunset Ridge Road
Northfield, Illinois 60093
May 19, 1992

To Whom it May Concern:

The staff of Pact would like to express our concern about
the widening of Willow Road. We are housed in three of the
rooms of Sunset Ridge Schocl. We have parents and young
children driving to our school each morning, five mornings a
week. We are concerned that the widening of Willow will
draw far more fast traveling traffic thus increasing the
possibilities of accidents at the intersection of Willow and
Sunset Ridge.

We recommend that Willow Road not be widened thus creating a

safer intersection for our families and children traveling
to our school.

Sincerely,

v

Lynn T. Kelso, Director
and the PACT staff



CRAWFORD For

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
57th DISTRICT

101 Rutgers Court
Glenview, lllinois 60025

708-291-6948 PRESS RELEASE MAY 20, 1992

John D, Crawford, Democratic candidate for State Represent-
ative in the 57th District, advocates the widening of Willow Road
to four lanes in Northfield, just west of Edens Expressway, and
opposes the widening of the Willow-Palatine Road corridor to six
lanes west of Waukegan Road to Northwest Highway.

In a statement filed on May 20 at the public hearing on the
proposal developed for the Illinois Department of Transportation
by Harland, Bartholomew & Associates, Mr. Crawford stated that
with regard to the plan as a whole, it "is tco narrowly focused

on accommodating automeobiles as the favored mode of transportation,
and disregards the possibilities and benefits of more mass transit

in the region."

He pointed out that with regard to train service,
ancother Metra station could be provided at Willow Road between
Glenview and Northbrook, and Skokie Swift service could be extend-
ed between Dempster and Lake-Cook Road in the eastern section
of the region; in the Wheeling Township area, the use of Wisconsin
Central trackage for Metra service from Antioch to the Metra
station at Franklin Park would also take many cars off the road.
Increased Pace bus service, private employers' van-pooling and
shuttles, added grade separations on Palatine west of I-294,
expansion of Tri-State Tollway interchanges to four-way
cloverleafs at Golf Road .and at Lake-Cook Rocad, and adding a
southbound entrance to Edens at Tower Road, were other measures
suggested by Mr. Crawford before undertaking the expensive
proposal to expand Willow-Palatine Road to to six lanes.

With regard to the widening of Willow Road to four lanes
in Northfield, Mr. Crawford said he recognizes that Northfield
village officials, including incumbent State Representative
Margaret Parcells (who resigned as Northfield Village Trustee
last month), have long oppésed the widening of Willow Rcad to
four lanes in Northfield. He stated that "Finding some way Xro

A copy of our repont filed with the State Board of Elections is (or will be) available for purchase from the State Board of Elections,
Springfield, Ulinoss.



persuade Northfield to accept this proposal is the key to
solving many of the region's traffic problems. Cultivated median
strips such as those now in ce on Waukegan Road and in downtown
Northfield, berms, possibly overpasses such as those on Dundee
Road in Wheeling, and on Lake Avenue near Wagner Rcad and near
Greenwood in Glenview, would alleviate the aesthetic and safety
concerns of Northfield residents.™

Subsequent to her resignation last month as Northfield
Village Trustee, Mrs. Parcells said that she would take no
position on the proposed widening of Willow Road through
Northfield, because it is opposed by her neighbors in Northfield
but favored by residents of Glenview and Northbrook. Mr. Crawford
pointed out that taking no position on the guestion is tantamount
to a vote for the status guo, against the interests of Glenview,
Northbrook and Wheeling Township. Accordingly, she has still not
forsaken her bias in favor of the Village o{ Northfield when
their interests conflict with those of the rest of the district,
says Mr. Crawford, even if she has belatedly recognized the inher-
ent conflict of interest between serving as State Representative
and at the same time serving as Village Trustee for a municipality
which has been at odds with other communities in her district
for several years. “The honorable thing for Mrs. Parcells to do

would have been to resign as State Representative,” Mr.Crawford
stated "since her conduct in refusing to help her constituents
in this case clearly shows that she cannot fairly represent the

interests of her district."



CRAWFORD For
STATE REPRESENTATIVE
57th DISTRICT

101 Rutgers Court
Gleaview, [llinois 60025
708-291-6948

WILLOW-PALATINE ROAD
STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL PROPOSAL

This draft plan for the development of the Willow Road-
Palatine Road corridor as a Strategic Regional Arterial is too
narrowly focused on accommocdating automobiles as the favored mode
of transportation, and disregards the possibilities and benefits
of more mass transit in the Region.

The consultants state that projected traffic volumes for the
year 2010 would justify six lanes all the way from Edens Express-
way to the Tri-State Tollway, but that the proposal for only four
lanes in the Village of Northfield recognizes the long-standing
opposition of Northfield to the widening of Willow, and the cost
of obtaining additional right-of-way for six lanes at that point.
However, the proposal for six lanes west of Waukegan Road should
also be shelved until the effects of mass transit improvements
on lessening automobile traffic in this Region are studied:

1. The addition of a Metra station at Willow and Lehigh
would greatly reduce automobile traffic to and from the
projected office and industrial development in the Techny
area.

2. The Chicago and North Western's freight line, paralleling
Skokie Boulevard from Dempster to Lake-Cook Road, could be
utilized for non-stop or limited-stop commuter service.

This extension of the Skokie Swift Service would be attract-
ive to many drivers now using the Edens, as well as pro-
viding additiconal mass transportation sorely needed to meet
the projected increases in traffic volume. Furthermore, as
part of the proposed North Suburban O'Hare Connector, the
Chicago Area Transportation Study estimates that it would
eliminate a substantial part of the 1.2 million automobile
trips- each year from the northern suburbs to O'Hare, and
the concomitant return trips by auto, limo or taxi.

3. The Metra and Pace "FAST" Plan for expanding and inproving
suburban train and bus service will primarily benefit the
collar counties, but will also reduce suburb-to-suburb
automobile trips.

Consideration should also be given to expanding the two-way
interchanges on the Tri-State at Golf Road and at Lake-Cook Road
to cloverleaf, four-way interchanges. Such additions would reduce
traffic now using Willow Road for entrance or exit to the Tri-State,
before expanding Willow-Palatine to six lanes west of Waukegan Road.
Adding a southbound entrance lane at Tower Road would also drain
some traffic from Willow Road in Northfield.



The Clean Air Act, which will require employers of 100 or
more to draft plans to reduce driving by their employees by as
much as 20% or 25% by 1994, will place additional emphasis on
the use of car-pools, shuttles or mass transit. Kraft, one of the’
largest employers,has already developed an effective plan.

_ With regard to the improvements to Palatine Road west of
the Tri-State, the choice between three lanes in each direction
and adding grade separations seems clear. As pointed out by
Prospect Heights Mayor Edward Rotchford (Chicago Tribune, April
29, 1992), traffic backs up at every traffic light; adding
express lanes would exacerbate the problem. Investing mconey in
additional grade separations at some stop-lighted intersections
would even out the traffic flow while avciding the problems of
restricting access to residential subdivisions and shopping
centers by converting the frontage rocads to express lanes.

The most sorely needed part of this SRA Plan is the
proposal for widening Willow Road to fou- lanes between Sunset
Ridge Road and Edens Expressway. This pr. ject has been re-
commended by the Stiae Highway Department and IDOT since 1977,
but has been held up because of opposition by the Village of
Northfield and state >fficials who live in Northfield. Because
of this opposition. Edens traffic will continue to avoid Willow
Road and use Lake ave.iue or Dundee Road, adding traffic to
Sunset Ridge Road, Wagner, Milwaukee Avenue and other north-
south routes throujh Glenview and Northbrook. Finding some way
to persuade Northfield to accept this proposal is the key to
solving many of the Region’'s traffic problems. Cultivated median
strips such as those now in place on Waukegan Road and in downtown
Northfield, berms, possibly overpasses such as those on Dundee
Road in Wheeling, and on Lake Avenue near Wagner Road and near
Greenwood in Glenview, would alleviate the aesthetic and safety
concerns of Northfield residents. In addition, drainage and
flocd problems in Northfield could be reduced as a by-product
of the construction, as well as taking some traffic off side
streets in Northfield. Until something is done about the
problem in this area, Operation Greenlight and all of its SRA
proposals will be unacceptable to homeowners in residential
subdivisions running all the way from Timber Trails at Milwaukee
and Lake to the East Wagner homeowners at Glenview and Wagner,
who will continue to suffer from the inability of the Region to
effectuate this sorely needed change. The State should provide
funding for engineering studies for the widening of Willow Road
to four lanes between Sunset Ridge Road and Edens, and be pre-
pared for sufficient flexibility in its planning to provide
the amenities needed to meet the concerns of the residents of

Northfield. ¢ ) @-@«MJ/O/%

John D. Crawford
101 Rutgers Court
Glenview, IL 60025
{(708) 291-6948
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OPINION Tusaay, Ao 23,192 16C -
Don’t widen Willow Road

IDOT is stuck in high gear! They drew
the *“grid” blue-prints so long ago that they
believe they're predestined to widen Willow.
Somehow they are convinced that a few
temporarily disgruntled commuters deserve
the saving of one minute or less twice a
day, in spite of the

GUEST ESSAY

irreversible damage it would cause toa
village.
Several thoughts:

@ Northfield is NOT the bottleneck: | drive
the better part of Willow/ Palatine distance
nearly every work day. The commuter-hour
mega-jams occur west of Northfield,

.beginning at Shermer, all the way to Route
53. The driving pace is one of
hurry-up-and-wait. I try to schedule my trips
in the opposite direction of the main traffic
flow, because it is dramaticly heavier
eastbound a.m. and westbound p.m. The

lanes are virtually free, even at the

hght.s It is at those lights andthe
intersections out west where the real
problems Ke. Northfield is NOT the
bottleneck!

W Lights slow traffic, NOT road width:

Here's the irony. Cansider that only ONE
lane has traffic, only once each way, and only
once each work day. The turn lanes that were
put in place 20 years ago work well to allow an
unobstructed thru-lane. The nine-tenths mile
(between Sunset Ridge Road and the river)
takes less than two minutes at the posted

) must understand, must recognize

speed of 35 mph. The same distance during
commuter periods is sometimes slowed to 25
mph, which still takes less than three

minutes. Within that zone are two stoplights.

The lights are phased to benefit east-west
traffic durl.ng high-volume periods. The lights
must remain. So, the problem is NOT the
road width, it's tbehghts that glow the traﬂc'

@ One-hour restriction on left turns:

Other than the lights, occasional
obstructions to smooth flow are the
infrequent left turns onto Bristol, Churchill,
Dickens and Eaton during the west-bound
p.m. commuterperiod. Why not post a
one-hour restriction? It's a principle that now
works for the east-bound Old/New Willow
intersection. Or, a middle turn-lane serving
Just those four streets.

B Controlled Edens access/egress:

IDOT agrees that single-lane traffic ls safe.
Let’s think of the short passage through
Northfield as a slightly longer, more
controlled and gradual smgle—hme !‘.dem
access/egress. ;

'I'heremustbeaneqmtablelohﬁgn.

negatives which far outweigh their -
single-minded, dual-lane approach. IDO'!'
must not be allowed to blunder into another
of their documented misadventures at the
sacrifice of another village.

The records show a village can say no, and
make it stick. [IDOT must be stopped!

Robert L, Snyder is as resident of Northfield.

L

Stop me
before |

PauL
SASSONE

rent more

shouldn’t complain, 1
guess,
Thanks to video rental -

Everyone has been raving
about Kevin Costner's
performance as a sensitive,
but culturally limited, WASP
who accidentally moves into

constitutionally unable to
leave without a movie. It's
some kind of video-mania.
And I really should see
someone about it.

watch TV shows like “Eight an Italian-American . That’s what I should do.
irvihing wiih Liodoay | value cahnie and cutnamat | | o2t ] don't.  rent
anything with Lindsay ) ue i tural ;

Wagner in it diversity. The scene where = Soo

And I no longer have to
g0 to movie theaters and
attempt to hear what the

characters are saying during

tho hialla Zm 4k

he comes to realize that
gnocchi is just as good as
mashed potatoes is sure to
earn him an Oscar

often, I don't just rent

something, I rent anything.
Browse, browse, E

. . .Ooh, this looks

intoractineg “4 TMeti.d oF




7,

o

Jedr I3 wAs  Tou) TTHE 2@5021 Fo/L, {/Uzpam@

CWiwow  ias  Betvse  oF Teaire. (oneesTio

_.74;19 Sﬁﬁﬁzs/ /_,__‘—_/-:;Aff’f“/ F /b‘t Gef( o/¢

l‘ﬂ-}é J:;bs_?f I e [ /S (osg

Jq€ -Tﬂ?/éf 15 T20 Hlerd é@fd{:" (T THe=

;Umg o s Mow,  Mow 08%0ovsey/ Den T~
|

¢CA¢7€1 AT THE SAFETY OF oui

CHiedgen . TOUST A /71)

=
il Vv, e e

3Y2 TrftkEy LA

| /}me/f D

!

4 _
I



fft)/?v
9% D Do bl Paets

l
;
|

P b b bl N DY s /5CR

L\)//M MJN‘? V‘r_#e_. }ald'on.r a- "1:, (a—u-

lidois Soesd Ntor 02 tie b7 rosds pvey ol

-
|
|
l

12 loa iy o b of P St ey Sl brnor

-.._u,m.%ﬂ,_.é_ku:. ol B prmhd Yoo F gees. Q02

 towd e sy e I gy, K e,
St Bl ) P O Lo S g(/\fﬁw_
__________ ?-/ /5 M;‘of@yﬁ.«_ﬁ_ m_._\/

(20 Moy Aonete. NoQfilp I zonse A ()

M,‘pjag&qajv'we)&y&mr@uéLJ#G&iS

'z——p @M\/ e L);c&.a—‘/

ol

et

ﬁ-;gfrc:—j wﬁ:wﬁg"rﬂk?ﬂ«;LQL\/W

g,z%ﬁ Lo o oine Ve gdack of coms for

St Belee A Fo Tz T P gk 0l

1| f’{//gs—/<‘/ 5—1% m( At cus Vo 280eg s

‘JW Agwo/f%/ﬁéaﬁuﬂfr :ﬁa_-

P9 bl

il T4 s C,Cuc_lv_, a  pishhle o hah ewa

ﬁ/acokg ag@g QPHLL N et Cgﬁﬁﬁ,w ai’

actaly tnf) gl Leeofid Bl e 1l Luls

Irz‘i%LQﬁJLQ\ 1/ /

! 19} r<

‘f k{é .
et e ’. a—kiuk e
- /C(O 019 Facn 19 (\bm{@u;__



f‘f;__ - _@_ﬂoaﬁé@t@ W @% _____ o
Mmdl_aw:u -

"fj,&ld \L(X A_LIJAJMJ/ A1, -

” Y110, 3 Friiknes

B %{ / ’LQFKIAA'A/

/Yﬂuébjf Lsﬁd_éé_(am@____




\J.CU_ MR £

,Zfr JL2 B98m_ Lo,

NI Fafvsern e

THASTEE — VI C AL ph AILTWSUE LD

e e TR

(5slry e picfids of %wé%_

v gme@)é__w‘w\- _&/Jjﬂd AR

/5,"24’ 72—
A







‘\bﬁhc}k— 25sy Aycanut , ﬂ@

L o ad N 4 gl N g

‘I‘ ) I et l Ci [ o 3

e Doditall o
—Ti; m 6 LJT-LK(AF)AQQAM b

1

I s e SO s ea—
Ve 2o ~Asadiond)
- odndonges D Kot Mouly)

 TDendue] andd Lalle GA- Cumeth,




!
L
i
-



FE77 Moz

/B Lowdb .

—dmp———




e e e

o —— e e ————

e —— i - J— [P

_LDQL,__M_. _ .~

o P 24 YAp. %@w_of#&@ﬁg,o Toaw

_ﬂ__ __B&mo Wdeed,

 obeavyy URSET AT The - oF Auow B

- h—\m MasDRY OF Saaop Cmgbm‘ L,JE SDUTH OF |
. Wivow Wpee Taz Seaacs Ad Dus (heks

L ee NopTw. Scwooe Ars Corppere. Don T Aewnys.

.. Vs Besi Supcemeta_Wean CRossie Seer Taos

A_ Deminese BssEryy Esrs W Qe Crossoe
UnERS Tz SHouok T,

We Boui, Bere  esusare Tuor We Bousa T

Bad_ Bt SERLS DoupeaTs _n JoE asT. Whrs

4 tlus LaneS O Teeffle 0oz O2DS CO GREpI
Towsed Faracmics

_Dp_ror_ Wk Wisow Fosb.

Someer Mackay

. 290 Tepckeeax Uy
Mopspmred L0 Loz




JAMES ‘E. OBRIEN
SUFTE 344
540 FRONTAGE ROAD
NORTHFIELD, [LLIQ{OIS 60093
(708) 441-7776

May 19,1992

Mr. Duane Carlson
.D.O.T.

201 W. Center St.
Schaumberg, Ill. 60194

Re. Expansion of Willow Rd.
Dear Mr. Carlson,

I am writing you as president of the Bracken Lane Association, which represents the
13 home owners on the lane.

We are a dead end lane the exits onto Willow Road.

We are unanimously and absolutely oppossed to any widening of Willow Road
through Northfield. The reasons are many and | am sure you are aware of most of
them . But in particular, most of the homeowners on the lane either have or will have
children who must cross Willow Road to get to school. The ¢rossing is dangerous now
but if Willow is ever converted into a super highway through Northfield it would be just
- a matter of time untii the first child is killed. There is also the probability that with Willow
becoming a 4 or more lane road we would never be able to get in or out of the lane.

If Willow were to be widened we could look forward to a drastic increase in pollution,
garbage and crime that the greatly increased traffic would cause,which would be to
the detriment of every living thing in the area.

The real solution to the traffic problem should come from building new access ramps
for Edens and the tollway and controling or limiting the access on already overcrowed
streets such as Willow.

All of us on Bracken Lane have invested many years and many dollars in our homes
and in Northfield and we certainly don't want this all destroyed so that commuters can
make it to work in 2 or 3 minutes less time.

9 truly,

Jgmes. E. OBnen

-
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431 Chnapel Hill Lane
Nocrthfiela, I111. &@@33
mMay 19, 1393z

Illirncis Denartment of Trarnsportaticon
Hichway Divisicon

=&l W. Center Court

Schaumpurog, Illincis 6@194

Gert lemer:

+

I moved to 451 Cnaple kill Lave, cors:istins of eipht ocne
acre nomesites, tweniy sever years agc. My fTamily has usec

tne schaols, chureones, ancd busiress commurnity 1vn our
1mmeriate area. The 1msact upor wicerirno Willow RHoao wouic
oDe gevastatins (v o all resoects such as:

i. Evivairornmentally — roise arag palaution,

. We live art & cui-ce—-sac with ome exit to

Willow Roacd.

L

The premium we ocaid for the privilege of small
commuriity livinog would be completely laost.

4, The value of cur homes and larnd would plummet.

S We were here first arnd feel we have the right
to mae the cecilsioris as to the wideraing of
Willow Read.

E. Glernview Naval Air Statiohhas mairntaired the above
position for many years rniamely, we were here first.

7. It is my urderstanding that IDOT has rever forced
an issue like this whern the towrn officials have
beernn agairst it.

8. The safety of children is the paramount issue. It
is beirp addressed by experts who are irn complete
agreemert not to widen the road.

3. There are so many infrastructure problems in the
State of Illinas — gridlock traffic on rcoads, de-
caying bridges, and hundreds of miles of thruways
i desperate reed of repair.



Laci1es and pentlewer of IDOT please listen to the aver-—
whelmirng cout cry of the people ard officals of Northfield.

Leave Willow Road as 1t is = twoe lares from Sunset Ridge
esst.

Sircerely,

kot o Lorril

Richard J. Sermctt
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RESOLUTION ™
Village of Northfield
Village Opposition to Widening Willow Road

WHEREAS, in 1990 the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of
Northfield received the results of a community survey indicating that the Illinois
Department of Transportation's (IDOT) pians for widening Willow Road from two
lanes to four lanes was strongly opposed by the Village residents; and

WHEREAS, based on said response which ihdicated that 64% of the
responding residents felt that the Village should leave Willow Road two lanes
between Sunset Ridge Road and Bristol Avenue, and adopted a resolution on
March 26, 1990 affirming same; and

WHEREAS, the Village Board of Trustees believes that widening the road
will seriously compromise the safety of residents due to more and faster traffic;
and

WHEREAS, most children live on the south side of Wiliow Road and need to
cross it in order to attend one of the three primary/elementary schools located on
the north side of Willow Road, and that these children will be required to cross
Willow Road to play in parks on the other side of Willow Road;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of
Trustees of the Village of Northfield, Cook County, lllinois that the community
STRONGLY OPPOSES the widening of Willow Road to four lanes between
Sunset Ridge Road and Bristol Avenue;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution will be forwarded
to the office of the lllinois Department of Transportation.

PASSED and APPROVED by me this ___27t? day of April, 1992.
AYES: _ a NAYS: _ 0 ABSENT/_ )1 PASH

\
Presi e Villdge of Northfield




ATTESTED and FILED in the office of the Deputy Village Clerk this _2°" day of

April, 1992, ,«

Deputy vaude Clerk
A\

........

yhe v
llllllllll
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NORTHFIELD COMMUNITY NURSERY SCHOOL
AT MIDDLEFORK SCHOOL
405 WAGNER ROAD + NORTHFIELD, ILLINOIS 60093 « 446-1116

May 19, 1992

Mr. Mark ]. Morien
Village Manager

361 Happ Road
Northfield, IL 60093

Dear Mr. Morien:
Willow Road must not be widened.

For more than forty years, the Northfield Community Nursery School has had
the well-being of Northfield's children as our consuming focus. It is this concern
that prompts our solid opposition to any widening of Willow Road.

We are located near the heart of our community, just off Willow Road, and so are
very familiar with the numbers of children who as pedestrians must negotiate
this roadway. Widening Willow Road, with the aitendant increase in traffic (and,
undoubtedly, the higher speeds that four-lane arteries seem to encourage despite
speed restrictions and police vigilance), would significantly and perhaps
disastrously increase the hazard to our children's safety.

We must not allow this. The reasons given for widening this thoroughfare pale
beside the need to protect our young people. The Northfield Community
Nursery School, which exists only to serve our children's best interests, must
stand firmly opposed to the proposed widening of Willow Road.

Sincerely,

@

Carol Fry
President, Board Of Directors
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March 20. 1991

Mr. Richard M. Rleser
Pregslident

Village of Northfleld
Village Hal)

361 Happ Rd.
Northfleld, Ill1. 60093

Dear Mr. Rleser:

I am totally agalnst the widening of Willow Road withlin the
boundaries of the Village of Northfleld.

Wlidenling the road will llterally dlivide our village in half.
Children will no longer be allowed to cross the road without
adult supervislion. as parents will fear for thelr safety.
This will not only interfere with weekend sports and events
in the park. but with after-school events as well. Chlldren
also willl not be able to viglit thelr frliends on the other
glde of thls "dangerous® dlviding line. To me this lg |lke
erecting a Berlin Wall through the middle of Northfleld.

I algso feel that since we do not have a bus system in town
for transporting students, that the village should recoanize
how dependent we are on our chlldren walklng and blkling to
our schools. We must malntaln safety levels. and wldening
Willow Road will not allow for that. With Increased trafflc
and speed limlts. parents wlll feel they have to drive their
children to school. Thls will only cause more trafflc Jams
and more gafety hazards for chlldren stlll attempting to get
to school on foot or blke,

Please, please, please listen to your residents. This lssue
has been voted down for years, because |t can only affect
our village negatively. We are not talking Just about cars.

We are talking about quallty of |lfe and the safety of our
chlldren!

Sincerely,

'p&ﬂa_{%2L=CMBtﬂLuQ,_

orna Price Christell



, Srascier Acvertesing
Druey Lane
wieic, il 50083 3167
15230

March 31, 1992

Mr. Richard Rieser
Village President
Village of Northfield
361 Happ Road
Northfield, IL 60093

Dear Mr. Rieser:

IDOT is stuck in high gear! They have drawn the "grid”
blue-prints so long ago that they believe the're predestined
to widen Willow. Somehow they are convinced that a few
temporarily disgruntled commuters deserve the saving of one
minute or less twice a day, in spite of the irreversable
damage it would cause to a village.

Several Thoughts:

1. Northfield Is NOT The Bottleneck.

I drive the better part of Willow/Palatine distance nearly
every work day. The cammuter-hour mega-jams occur WEST OF
NORTHFIELD, beginning at Shermer, all the way to Rt.#53. The
driving pace is one of hurry-up~and-wait! I try to schedule
my trips in the opposite direction of the main traffic flow,
because it is dramaticly heavier eastbound a.m. and westbound
p.m. The opposing lanes are virtually free, even at the
lights. It is at those lights and the intersections out west
where the the real problems lie. Northfield is NOT the
bottleneck!

2, Lights Slow Traffic, NOT Road Width.

Here's the irony. Consider that only ONE lane has
traffic, only once each way, and only once each work day. The
turn lanes that were put in place twenty years ago work well
to allow an unobstructed thru-lane. The nine~tenths mile
{between Sunset Ridge Road and the river)} takes less than two
minutes at the posted speed of 35 mph. The same distance
during cammter periods is sometimes slowed to 25 mph which
still takes less than three mimnutes. Within that zone are two
stoplights. The lights are phased to benefit east-west
traffic during high-volume periods. The lights must remain.
So, the problem is NOT THE ROAD WIDTH, IT'S THE LIGHTS THAT
SLON THE TRAFFIC!

T e e v e it



Snyder Advertsing

Jmytae e 3+ 1-Hour Restriction On Left Turns.

JB) 441-6230

Other than the lights, an occassional obstruction to
smooth flow are the infrequent left turns onto Bristol,
Churchill, Dickens and Eaton during the west-bound p.m.
camuter period. Why not post a l~hour restriction? It's a
principle that now works for the east~bound Old/New Willow
intersection. Or, a middle turn-lane serving just those four
streets.

4. Controlled Edens Access/Egress.

IDOT agrees that single lane traffic is safe. Lets, think
of the short passage through Northfield as a slightly lorger,
more controlled and gradual single lane Edens access/egress.

There must be an equitable sollution. IDOT must understand.
'Must recognize the many negatives which far outweigh their
dual-lane single-minded approach. IDOT must not be allowed to
blunder into another of their documented misadventures at the
sacrifice of another village.

The records show a village can say no, and make it stick.
IDOT mast be stopped! .

Yours truly,

ok who_
Robert L. Snyder
cc: J. Birkinbine

K. Holland

D. Jaquith

J. Mabie

D. Onixt

M, Parcells



Robert Sryoer AGvertsing

218! Drury Lane

Northheldd 1L 80093- 3161
08} 441-6230

March 5, 1992

Mr. Richard Rieser
Village President
Village of Northfield
361 Happ Road
Northfield, IL 60093

Dear Mr. Rieser:

Last night a beleaguered IDOT répresentative inadvertently "shot
himself in the foot"! He made the case FOR the Village AGAINST
WIDENING!

I attended the meeting at the Sunset Ridge School entitled
"Fireside Chat Re: Willow Road Widening". Aside from the usual
fireside heat generated by the subject, this was an occasion
worth noting.

The IDOT spokesperson was challenged to bring to t.e forthcaming
hearing a written list of NBEGATIVES. These would be drawn from
a background of camplaints and miscalculations that have in fact
disputed the benefits espoused by IDOT engineers and experts.
Instead of waiting, he chose to expound upon the many
undesirable conditions created for other villages, as a direct
result of widening their roads. A few of his reasons-against
were a surprise to even this seasoned audience.

Additionally, IDOT was asked to submit substantive alternatives
to their dogmatic widening program, beyond the age-old, insult
campounding solutions such as berms, fences, pedestrian
overpasses, rezoning, etc.

He agreed to accammdate us with both lists.

I understand there is documented evidence that Village pressure
DOES MARE A DIFFERENCE. In light of this fact, I trust the
board will appreciate the absolute unanimity demonstrated at
last night's "chat", and apply the necessary legal pressure to
eclipse this historically lingering threat to widen Willow Road.

Yours truly,

Vi3S e

Rebert L. Snyder

cc: J. Birkinbine
K. Holland
D. Jagquith
J. Mabie
D. Onixt
M. Parcells



Resident Input
The Village President and Board of Trustees provide this opporiunity to address any questions or concerns that
you may have. Please includg your name, address and telephone number, so a response can be provided.
™,
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Forward inquiries to: Mark J. Morien, Village Manager, Village Hall, 361 Happ Road, Northfield, IL 60093
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Bruce and Katrina Olson
2024 Suffork,
Northfield, 11.

Dear Northfield Village Board, |

1 wanted to communicate to vou my husband's and my
feelings on recent MNorthfield concerns. I have attended
the rublic meetings regarding these concerns but I find it
easier to write.

Regarding the proposed ordinance regarding recreational
vehicle parking- we would hope that you could find some
sort of compromise nosition. We actually have 3 boats.
Because of consideration to our neiphbors regarding appearance
however, we park only one of them in our driveway- in the
summer only. We have no other place on our property to store
the boat, and there are few if any convenient storage facili-
ties in this area. We do agree that there should be some way
of addressing problems with abandoned cars, vacant houses or
even limitations to the number of vehicles on a property. But
it seems unfair to penalize all of us for a few offenders.

Ve moved here from Winnetka 5 vears ago because of the
more relaxed, less abvearance- and status-conscious feel to
this villare. I home that this will be retained.

Uur secord concern rerards the widening of Willow Road-
We firmlv believe that it would be a mistake to do so, and
hone that vou can remain firm in vour stand arainst the IDOT.
On a ohilosonhical line I believe that with continued
suburban sprawl and growth with all of it's associated oro-
blems we are losing all sense of community- and therefore the
local involvement of our citizens.

Lastly, it was brought out at the IDUT meeting that our
village board had voted not to be included in any of the
onpoing mass transit studies, specifically for consideration
of an "L extension/station. Althoug I do drive to work in
Chicago daily I would much orefer to use a transit system-
even with the added time‘and inconvenience. A bus svstem
would never be in the same category as a train system. I

hove that vyou can maintain some involvement in these consi-



derations, esvecially if we want to retain our credibility
with regard to our Willow Road position.

I appreciate the difficulty of keeping a balance be-
tween progress and retaining the community spirit, as well
as resvonding to the needs of such a varied pooulation.I think
that Northfield is unique in this area for maintaining
some of the more old-fashioned characteristics of a villaype.
We both feel optimistic that theses values will persist.

Sincerely,

ala, Olan_

Katrina Olson



MHay 1, 1992

Northbrook Transportation Advisory Committee
c/o Northbrook Development Department

1225 Cedar Lane :

Northbrook, Illinols 60062

To Whom it May Concern:

I am opposed to the future widening of Willow Road to a six lane
divided roadway. One of my major concerns effects the children in
the neighborhood.

There are five schools which have children crossing Willow Road
during the morning rush hour traftic, and again in the afternoon.
The five schools are: Flield School, located at Landwehr and
Techny; Winkelman School, on Landwehr, Willowbrook School, on Happy
Hollow, Maple School and Glenbrook North, both located on Shermer
Road. At this time I know of one accident involving a student at
Field schooi several years ago. There could be more. Children do
not always take the bus, especially when staying a little later for
an activity.

There are many children who walk and ride their bikes to the Plaza
Del ¥Prado Shopping Center located on the Southeast corner of
Willow and hingsten Roads. It 1s especlally busy with children
after school when rush hour begins. Any time =school is out the
center 1s a gathering place for children.

Now, alon¢g with Plaza De Prado, their will be a second shopping
center, across the street on the Northeast corner. This means
children will be walking and riding their bike back and forth
across Willow Road from the two shopping centers and their homes.
At this point the children are crossing five lanes 1f you include
the turning lane.

Children are also crossing Willow Road at Greenwood going to and
from Willowbrook Park. There is a guard only at certain times of
the day.

Qur children will always be replaced with new children. This is
going to be a permanent problem now and in the years to come,

Widening Willow road 1s an invitation to everyone to shortcut their
route between the tollway and the Edens. If streets are widened
the traffic width would not just be six lanes, a turning lane
becomes the 7th lane. That is just as wide as Eden’'s highway. It
is a definite threat to adults and children alike. Could it also
bring more crime to the neighborhood since the highway would
attract people from all over? This is a neighborhood that will be
split in half by a wide and busy roadway.

-



Sincerely,

Jwa\a& Mouaka. Kamoar

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Kamm
4048 Russet Way
Northbrook, Il 60062

564-7325

. €C: Village of Glenview
Village ot Northfield

The following neighbors are also opposed to the future widening
of Widlow ad tor the same reasons.
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Mr. Richard M. Rieser Jr.
Northfield Village President

and Northfield Board of Trustees
361 Happ Road

Northfield, IL 60093

April 5,1992

Dear Mr. Rieser and Trustees,

It is with deep grief that we read in
the Northfield News that IDOT was once again
conducting meetings about widening Willow
Road. It would be disastrous to enlarge the
carrying capacity of Willow Road through the
village. The traffic would be excessively
increased because more motorists would be
tempted to use the road; especially during
commuting hours. This is the same time when
our school population would be using the
cross-overs of Willow Road. We should never
lose sight of the fact that the schools, the
parks, the churches are on either side of
Willow Road, and whether there is regulation
of pedestrians by stoplight, or other means,
the potential for fatal accidents would be
raised with the excess traffic.

We urge you to reject any attempts to
widen Willow Road. Putting a highway through
our village will increase pollution, increase
the possibility of accidents, and greatly
degrade the quality and character of our town.

Yours very truly,

/”i/
/r 7 - /y"ll.-J-r/
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381 Happ Road
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Phone (708) 446-9200
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JAMES E. O'BRT EN
SUITE 344
540 FRONTAGE ROAD
NORTHFIELD, ILLINOIS 60093
(708) 441-7776

Aprit 21,1992

Mr. Richard Rieser
President

Board of Trustees
Village Hall
Northfield, lll. 60093

Dear Mr. Rieser,

t am writing to you as President of the Bracken Lane Association. The association
consists of the 12 owners of the homes on Bracken Lane.

With all the current talk about the widening of Willow Road we would like to go on
record as being unanimously and absolutely against any widening of Willow Road
through Northfield.

ouys truly,

mes f. Dgn

2760 Bracken Lane
441-5236




April 18, 1992

Village President
Northfield Village Hall
361 Happ Road
Northfield, IL 60093

Dear Sir:

We are writing to express our profound opposition to the proposed
widening of Willow Road. Without rehearsing all the arguments that
have been presented over recent vyears on this subject, let us
simply state that we do not believe a widened Willow Road would
resolve the traffic problems engendered by Techny development,
but would substantially damage the Village of Northfield. So,

we are adamantly against any widening plans for Willow Road.

Sincerely,

—~
— <

Anthony F. & Marianne R. Gramza
350 Wagner Road
Northfield, IL 60093



JAMES J. HARDY
Post Office Box 8565
Northfield, llinois 60093
(708) 446-7881

April 21, 1992

Mr. Richard M. Rieser
340 Maple Row
Northfield, IL 60093

Dear Rick:

It has been awhile since we've seen each other, although I
have heard your radio commercials and have read about you from
time to time in the newspaper as you carry out your official
functions for the Village. 1I've done my best to avoid newspaper
coverage for the past several years, having experienced enocugh
to last a lifetime back in those black days of 1986. By the
way, my belated congratulations to you on your election as
Village President. I can't think of anyone in whom I could have
more confidence in that job with the possible exception of
Mother Teresa. I'm certain that at times the position requires
the patience of a saint.

In regard to the Willow Road controversy, I certainly support
your efforts as I feel it would be a disaster to have a four-lane
highway running through the middle of the Village, particularly
with children having to cross in order to reach the schoocl. At
the same time, I can appreciate the frustrations of motorists who
must endure slow, one-lane traffic when traveling east or west
through Northfield.

I have one suggestion which has probably been aired previously,
but let me lay it on you regardless. Quite often, I turn left off
Willow onto Bristol, and am very conscious of the long line which
rapidly forms behind me. Many motorists disobey the "No Passing
on Shoulder"” sign which is right there, so as to continue on their
journey. Often, when traffic is heavy from the west, I'll continue
on to Wagner, and make my turn there, although it adds several
blocks to my trip. Would it not be possible to ban left turns
during rush hours, such as is done in Wilmette on Greenbay Road?
Then, one car would not hold up an entire caravan.

Good luck in all your efforts. I hope all goes well for you
in your many activities. And particularly, I hope your family is
doing fine. Take care of yourself.

JIH:ccC



Nt WARREN H. GREENE
~ 2276 DRURY LANE
NORTHFIELD. ILLINOIS 80083

Sear IDOT,
I own my home at the zbove address.

I 2m unalterably oprosed to any further widening of Willow Rd.
from Waukezan Rd. to Hibtard Rd.

I am imnediately and unalterably ovnosed to *he widening or the
changing of Willow Rd. throuch NorthTfield between the Kraft
traffic lights west of Sunset Ridze Rd. east to Zdens.

I read in *he tusiness sec*ion of lzst Sunday's Chiczazo Tribune
~hzt *he Ca+holic sistzrs had sold their land at Waukegzn and
willow for develonmment. Never was traffic density considered
or discussed, + is automatic that local resicents will submit
to increased nollution, noise and danger and vay higher taxes
Tor the rrivileze,

It is *ime IDCT wascontrolled.

Illinois roads are terrible. There isn't a road that isn't cug
up. Traffic grows worse as business spreads out along the corrid-
ors the hizhways have created. The city needs the btusiness for
jobs, but it is easier and cheaper for business to take over

new empty space, reguiring new and bigger rozds. A vicious circl.

The filth =2nd pollution of the black exhausts svewed out by the
trucks covers us all and only increases. Meanwhile we citizens
line up for our clean-air stickers! But the truck lobby is stron:
Don't widen Wirnnetka Road,either, We will only get more cars

and trucks, There will never be enough! The above doesn't even

touch on the effect of covering more area with concrete, or the
volluted run-o€f into cur vpoor little streams.

Sincerely,
M:fz.) Warren H, Sraséne

' Cories sent to other concerned varties,
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-OHM C LIVENRPARQER

tNZ) 726-0212
TELECORIER (312) 728-4997

‘4ay 15, 1992

‘r. Juane Carlson

Assistant Secretary

I1linois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court

3chaumburg, Illinois 50194

In re Willow l0ad
Jear 4r. Carlson:

Enclosed herewith you will find a card stating that I
am opposed Co the widening of Willow Road througn the Village
of Northfield. Four citizens of Northfield suggested this card
be sent to you, if I was so inclined. I felt that receipt of
the card might not express adequately my negative feeling about
the widening.

There is no question that there is congested traific
on Willow Road and that there is substantial congestion througn
the Village of Northfield. In mv opinion, it will not improve
rhe flow of traffic but merelv move the congestion on the
existing four-lane highwav to the West into the town. This
serves no purpose as there will always be a bottlenecx at the
junction of Edens Expressway and Willow oad due to tne {act
that the exit and entry lanes are only one car wide.

Stacking cars in Northfield will add nothing to
the convenience of the people driving and will only worsen the

safetv of the residents of Northfield, and particulariy the
school children, over what {t 1is now.

DO NOT WIDEN WILLOW ROAD IN NORTHFIELD!

Very truly vours,

! ~

, N N

e A S
PE/dmw Roger 2. Zklund
Inclosure

cc: dr. Richard Rieser



LEONARD BLINDERMAN
89 BALMORAL
NORTHFIELD, ILLINQIS 60093

rch 18, 1992

». Richard M. Rieser, Jr,
resident

illage of Northfield

61 Happ Road

orthfield, IL. 60093

Jear Mr, Rieser:

‘rom the last issue of Northfield News, we understand that IDOT will
se conducting a public meeting to review various options for Willow
Road.

You may know that I have several times suggested a tunnel from Edens
to the other side of Waukegan Road. Please do not accept
allegations from IDOT of lack of feasibility or expense. This
tunnel would get rid of automobile traffic, and solve any problem
that may arise if a commuter railroad is established on the present
Northwestern team track.

We cannot afford the Yillage to be divided by an open cut road, but
the 1increase in traffic is inevitable. In order to preserve the
character of our Village, the traffic must be removed. Even an
overhead bridge would be acceptable.

Sincerely,

T Dot

Leonard Blinderman



March 5, 1992 Wép /0;/
. Wichard Risser 0 THIE.

foven Syser Adversmy~ Village President
zierouyiane " yillage of Northfield /
(706) #41-6230 361 Happ Road : /7/ ﬁ,
Northfield, IL 60093 g i ®
- _

Dear Mr. Rieser:

Last night a beleaguered IDOT representative inadvertently
"shot himself in the foot™! He made the case FOR the Village
AGAINST WIDENING!

I attended the meeting at the Sunset Ridge School entitled
"Fireside Chat Re: Willow Road Widening”. Aside from the
usual fireside heat generated by the subject, this was an
occasion worth noting.

forthcoming hearing a written list of NEGATIVES. These would
be drawn fram a background of camplaints and miscalculations
that have in fact disputed the benefits espoused by IDOT
engineers and experts. Instead of waiting, he chose to
expound upon the many undesirable conditions created for other
villages, as a direct result of widening their roads. A few
of his reasons-against were a surprise to even this seasoned
audience,

[ The IDOT spokesperson was challenged to bring to the

Additionally, IDOT was asked to submit substantive

alternatives to their dogmatic widening program, beyond the
age-o0ld, insult campounding solutions such as berms, fences,
pedestrian overpasses, rezoning, etc.

He agreed to accammodate us with both lists.

I understand there is documented evidence that Village
pressure DOES MAKE A DIPFERENCE. In light of this fact, I
trust the board will appreciate the absolute unanimity
demonstrated at last night's "chat", and apply the necessary

legal pressure to eclipse this historically lingering threat
to widen Willow Road.

Yours truly,

(ML,

Robert L. Snyder

cc: J. Birkinbine
K. Holland
D. Jaquith
J. Mabie
D. Onixt
M. Parcells

e e ———————_— e a5
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May 20, 1992
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Cn‘»l"" -~ .

Duane Carlson

District Engineer

I1linois Departmenrt of Transportation
201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, Il. 60196-1096

Attention: Walter Kos

Re: Willow/Palatine Rd. SRA
US 14 to Edens Expressway

Gentlemen:

I am currently an elected Trustee in the Village of Northbrook. I am writing
to inform you that I will not be supporting your plans for the widening of

the above stretchof roadway.

I don't know if your projections include the planned reduction in traffic via
shared rides etc. that will be mandatory for employers with over 100 employees
in the near future.

That law alone will have a major impact in the Northbrook area, as we have
scores of employers who fall into that catagory.

Secondly, the area between the Tri-State and Waukegan Rd., is significantly
residential. Making this a six lane divided highway will surely be asking for
disaster after disaster to occur.

Further, it will have a drastic effect on the property values along that area
and our entire community as well.

I cannot and will not support your propossals.

Sincerely,

Daniel Walker

CORPORATE & PERSONAL INSURANCE



Aoril 26, 1992

¥s, Sandra E. Frum
Chairperson Transportation Advisory Committee

c/o Village of Northbrook Development Dept,
1225 Cedar
Northbrook, Ii 60062

Lear ¥Ns., Frum;

I have read in the newspaper of the plans to enlarge
Willow Foad to six lanes from Highway 294 to Lehigh.
I find this very disturbing as my house backs on
Willow Road. I strongly urge you to oppose this
proposal as the noise and pollution will detract
from the residential character of our area.

Very truly yours,

Bernard and Arlene Lane

2560 Salceda
Northbrook, IL 60062
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David and Ruth Anderson
1918 E. Robinhood Lane
Arlington Heights, Il.

May 22,1982
Duane P. Carlson, P.E., District Engineer BU™ T reTrontn g
Illinois Department of Transportation i LT
201 W. Center Court v ’ - '*~)
Schaumburg, Il. 801968-1096 N R
Dear Mr. Carlson: E_{‘T::::'—.'.ﬂ1

I would like to discuss the two proposed changes for
Palatine Road -~ to keep the current four lane highway with
modifications or make a six lane "mini~-expressway’.

In making this decision you need to consider the major use
of the road for the majority of people that use it. During the
day or night, (rush hour or non-rush hour) there is a tremendous
amount of traffiec entering and exiting Palatine Road at many
locations. The current highway design does a great job of
allowing people to get on or off at exactly the location they
need. Maeking a six lane "mini-expressway” with reduced entry and
exit possibilities would result in more travel time to get to the
closest entry or exit. I think it would be better to get people
off the road as soon as possible. We don’t want to make the
secondary roads more congested than they already are. The six
lanes would eliminate the flexibility that everybody now enjoys.

The other concern I have is with the proximity of the
highway to my house. My house is located next to the two lane
frontage road for Palatine Road - between Windsor and Schoenbeck.
The noise level is already unpleasant. Bringing the express
traffic one lane closer to my house would make living in my house
as well as in my neighbors’ houses "miserable". QOther people that
live near expressways have 20-foot sound barrier fences to reduce
the noise and visual pain of the expressway. If you were to
build the "mini-expressway'”, I would expect the same legal
treatment that other people have received, a 20-foot sound
barrier fence. The people should not have to take legal action
to be protected.

The "mini-expressway” is an incredibly silly idea. Why? Your
engineers have not locked at the homes in Arlington Heights that
are just east of Route 53 about a half mile. These people have
the front of their homes right on the frontage road. Take a
look! Those people would be living in hell if you were to put an
expressway next to their living room.

Our current highway is better than an expressway because it
is fast and it has the flexibility of letting people get on and
off of Palatine Road quickly and easily where they need to.
Slight modifications to this system would not destroy a very
functional highway. A "mini-expressway” would take this away and
alsc make living in many of the homes on Palatine Road miserable.
Also, the cost of making a six lane expressway would be far
greater. The savings realized in using the existing four lane



-- PAGE 2 --

highway could be used for other needed projects.

Thank you for taking the time to listen to me and consider
the important points I have made. I hope you will nake the
proper choice for the good of those people that use the highway

and those who live near it.
Sincerely yours
B oeid v BAX Lok,

David and Ruth Anderson

[ 2}
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I feel that Palatine Road should remain a fourrhighway.

Name

Address
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LAVE

I feel that Palatine Road should remain a fourYhighway.

Name

Address
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Mr. Duane Carlson
District Engineer

Ill. Dept. of Trans.

201 W. Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096

Dear Mr. Carlson: June 1, 1982

I have commuted on Palatine Road for 12 years on the stretch between
I-355 to I-294 at all times of the day, and would like to offer some
observations that may help your decision-making process in rebuilding
this terribly congested artery. It is, without question, one of the
most overused, dangerous, and poorly designed arteries in the suburbs.

One major flaw must be changed or the situation will never improve
regardless of any other improvements which might be proposed: the
frontage road & express lane layout must be eliminated. In practice
this has never worked efficiently for two reasons:

l) The volume of traffic causes massive backups at most of the
intersections because there are only two express lanes in
each direction. Two lanes are totally inadequate, while the
two extra frontage lanes on either side are too many and too
long.

2) The lights at each intersection are so long that traffic
in each direction backs up while cars are waiting. Unlike
normal intersections where there are 2 light changes, on
Palatine there are 4 changes; eastbound, eastbound frontage
left hand turns, westbound frontage left hand turns, and
westbound.

The only effective solution will be to turn the road into a 4 lane
divided highway with limited access entry and exit ramps. The most
effective way to handle the north-south cross streets is to run them
over or under the highway, like the current River rd., Wolf Rd., and
Route 83 intersections. The volume of traffic has become far too heavy
to support intersectioAs with traffic signals. Those that have signals
now are the chief causes of the terrible backups all the way along the
I-294 - I-355 stretch {(Sanders, Wheeling, Schoenbeck, and Windsor
signals).

I hope you will seriously consider these recommendations. They represent
12 years of discussion with fellow coworkers and residents of the area
who use Palatine Road on a daily basis.

Yours truly, _
@/\W—

Rex Winkelhake
262 Bryant
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137



JOSEPH FREED AND ASSOCIATES. INC.
June 11, 1992 BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING

RFCEIVED
JUN 17 1892

Mr. Duane P. Carlson, P.E. DISTRICT #1
District Engineer

Illinois Department of Transportation

201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, Illinois 60196-1096

Attention: Mr. Walter S. Kos, P.E.

Re: Strategic Regional Arterial
Operation Green Light
Palatine/Willow Road

Dear Mr. Carlson:

The property owners of SouthPoint Shopping Center, located at Rand
arnd Palatine Roads in Arlington Heights, arevaycx:umledabarttheprcposed
improvements for Palatine/Willow Road. At the Public Hearing on May 20, 1992,
an IDOT representative suggested that the final report on the proposed
improvements, due to be completed this sumer, may recamsend the closing of
the SouthPoint Shopping Center entrance on Palatine Road just east of Rand
Road because this is an uncontrolled intersection.

Please urderstand that this entrance constitutes a major entry point
of the shopping center. It is heavily used throughout the shopping center
daytime and evening hours of operation. A closing of this entrance would
createmssnecm*qesﬂmmﬂxealqpﬁgwterarﬂpr&sertsenmssafety
hazards! 'Iheabllltytomdeasergemymedlcalarﬂfm fighting services
would be seriocusly i !

The shopping center was designed by professional traffic ergineers
and architects to provide the most efficient and safe access points and,
without this particular entrance, the entire functional design would be
materially damaged. It is difficult to estimate the full extent of resulting
problems which would result fram closing the entrance but, without a doubt,
ﬂ)eeffectumldbeadevastatugmemﬂremanbersofﬂ)eshxpugmbhc,

the tenants and the shopping center as an important market center serving the
cammmity.

1000 CAPITOL DRIVE « WHEELING, ILLINCIS 50090 « (708] 215-5500 » FAX {708] 215-5288



JOSEPH FREED AND ASSOCIATES, INC.

Mr. Carlson
June 11, 1992

Page 2

We respectfully request the opportunity to meet personally with you
ard appropriate IDOT staff members to further explain, via our professional
traffic ergineers, architects and others, the reasons why it is absclutely
essential that this critical shopping center entrance not be considered for
closing.

Very truly yours,

5 J.ﬂ ASSOCIATES, INC.

M,

A joR1
Vice Presﬂiei?"lt

1000 CAPITOL DAIVE » WHEELING, ILLINOIS 50090 « (708] 215-5500 « FAX [708] 215-5282



BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING
RECEIVEFD

JUN 091892
June 8, 1792 DlSTRlCT #1

Arlington Heights, Illinois

Duane F. Carlson, F.E.,District Engineer

Illinois Department of Transportation

201 W. Center Court

Schaumburyg, I11.&401946-10%6

Attention Walter §. kos, FOE.
Operation Green Light
Falatine/Willow Rd.
BEetween U5 14 and I-94

As a homegwner and resident on Robinhood which backs onto
Falatine for 24 years, I have a few comments orn this planmed work.
20 years ago this was a gquiet street because the roadbed was solid,
there was less traffic and there was no truck traffic coming off I-274
cutting over to 53 and heading south to I-90. Today it ‘s a noisey
mess.

I feel that until you can do a proper job as proposed in "Fost-—-
2010", you will be best off by not making any traffic changes. The local
people are used to the access to Falatine Rd. and the frontage road. I+
part of Falatine Rd. is three lane and part two lane (eg the bridges
over Millwaukee and Elmhurst and the under passes at Wolf and at the
KR.R. crossing} this would add to the traffic congestion where the road
Narrows.

The current problem for those who live near Falatine road is
the noise from the trucks and the loose pavement in the roadbed. This
shakes houses for several blocks away each time a heavy truck comes by.
Ferhaps a 10 foot sound barrier where homes are adjacent to the road
would be helpful. -

It's unfortunate that the need for a east-west arterial comes
after the development is so dense. It would have heen better 1+ these
future arterials could have had greater set-backs in force years ago.
In any event, 1 wish you the best and appreciate this opportunity
to voice my thoughts.

«J.5chaper
1204 E Rabinhood Ln.
Arlington Heights 11 &000G4-422



Village of

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS

33 S. ARLINGTON HEIGHTS ROAD » ARLINGTON HEIGHT S, 1L 80005-1499 » (708) 253-2340

KENNETH M. BONDER

VILLAGE MANAGER

May 21, 1992

Mr. Duane P. Carlson, P.E.
District Engineer Kl 275002
Illinois Department of Transportation '

Division of Hwy/Dist. 1 - -t
201 Wast Center Court DleP‘ *1
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096 "

ATTN: Mr. Walter S. Kos, P.E.

RE: Palatine/Willow Road
Northwest Highway to Edens Expressway
SRA Study

Gentlemen:

The Village of Arlington Heights has reviewed the information made
available on the SRA study of Palatine Road and wishes to express
support for the year 2010 recommendations. Modifications to the
existing frontage road system at the signalized intersections is
necessary to improve the safety and operation of this roadway.

We support the immediate initiation of a phase I study to determine
which of the two alternatives is the appropriate course of action.
We are also requesting that improvements to the Palatine Road
intersections with Windsor Drive and Schoenbeck Road be made high
priority projects.

The Village of Arlington Heights is prepared to discuss these
projects at the earliest opportunity.

Sincerely, Z

enneth M. Bonder
illage Manager

KNB/ b/ SRAS tudy

The City of Good Neighbors

RECYCLED PAPER




VILLAGE OF PALATINE

200 East Wood Street * Palatine, lllinois 60067 » 708-358-7500
FAX 359-9040

Mmember:

Northwest Municipal Conference

ilinols Municipal League

May 11, 1992 National League of Cities

Mr. Duane P. Carlson, District

Engineer - e e e e LY 11
Illinois Dept. of Transportation BUT- 'Q;F“f"“' NG
Div. of Highways/ District 1 k. A |
201 W. Center Court . e -
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096 S B NV B

: i il a N e e irs
RE Palatine/Willow Road SRA D‘v ; L\i-—’l #1

Dear Mr. Carlson:

Oon April 20, 1992 the Village Board reviewed the recommendations
for the Palatine/Willow Road SRA presented in the draft report. We

are generally in support of the proposed recommendations as it
affects the Village of Palatine.

We presume the recommended jimprovements will be prioritized and
staged over several years as opposed to performing all the work at
one time. The Village feels that the recommended left turn
channelization at the Palatine/Rohlwing Road intersection as a low
cost improvement on Page 33 of the draft report would result in the
most benefit to the village and we request that this improvement
receive a high priority for consideration.

If you have any further questions regarding this matter, please
feel free to contact this office.

Truly yours,

N
ﬂlcha% ganec?;{ Village Engineer

Community Development

CC: M.Kadlecik

R.Starr
AN ILLINQOIS
[ 1
TREE CITY USA



Telephone (708) 405-1082

DEAN WITTER FINANGIAL SERVICES GROUP INC. 2500 Lake Cook Road, Riverwoods, IL 60015
3 4 %
(212) 392-3719 ‘

BUMCAU OF PROGRAMMING
— Y '.'_ri.‘-‘-gf
BRUCE L. OSBORNE F CCEIV D
Vice President Administration . June 15, 1992
Group Admlnistration & Planning JUN 23 1552
Mr. Duane Carlson, District Engineer - pp———
llinois Department of Transportation 1 ;,TR[CT 1

201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, lllinois 60196
ATTN: Walter Kos

Dear Mr. Carlson,

On behalf of Dean Witter Financial Services Group (1,600 employees), we are pleased to support the
recommended Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) improvements on Willow/Palatine Road.

We commend IDOT for the efforts in their SRA program to identify major highway corridors such as
Willow/Palatine and propose an improvement plan that comprehensively addresses traffic congestion.
Our firm is concerned that existing and predicted levels of traffic congestion on such roads as
Willow/Palatine negatively impacts the productivity of our employees and customers. Your
improvements, when implemented over time, willimprove the mobility of our employees and others who
travel the road.

Secondly, we support the recommended improvements as proposed at the May 20th public hearing
which includes road widenings, intersection improvements, medium for turning lanes, and traffic signal
coordination.

Finally, given your extensive list of improvements on the Willow/Palatine segment, we recommend IDOT
give a priority to improvements listed below and initiate PH 1 engineering studies for the:

® widening of Willow Road from two to four lanes from Waukegan Road to Edens Expressway,

® widening of Willow Road at the Tri-State Tollway from 4 to 6 lanes (including improved access
to and from Toliway with additional turning lanes) to and including the Sanders Road
intersection.

Again, we support your SRA recommendations and we look forward to IDOT initiating improvements
on Willow/Palatine.

Respectfully yours, z / %

BLO:mm



333 Phingsten Road

Northbrook, Hinois  60062-2096
(708) 272-8800

FAX No. (708) 272-8129

MC! Mail No. 254-3343
. . Cable ULINC NORTHBROOK. IL
Underwriters Laboratories Inc.=

Telex No. 6502543343

June 16, 1992

District Engineer

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196

Mr. Duane Carlson D[STRI .

Dear Mr. Carlson:

On behalf of Underwriters lLaboratories Inc., a corporation of
approximately 1,650 employees located in Northbrook, Illinois, we
are pleased to support the recommended Strategic Regional Arterial
(SRA) improvements on Willow/Palatine Road.

We commend IDOT for the efforts in their SRA program to identify
major highway corridors such as Willow/Palatine and propose an
improvement plan that comprehensively addresses traffic
congestion. Our firm is concerned that existing and predicted
levels of traffic congestion on such roads as Willow/Palatine
negatively impacts the productivity of our employees and
customers. Your improvements, when implemented over time will

improve the mobility of our employees and others who travel the
road.

Secondly, we support the recommended improvements as proposed at
the May 20th public hearing which includes road widening,
intersection improvements, mediums for turning lanes, and traffic
signal coordination.

Finally, given your extensive list of improvements on the
Willow/Palatine segment, we recommend IDOT give a priority to
improvements listed below and initiate PH I engineering studies for
the:

An independent,
not-tor-profit organization
testing for public safety



b ]

Underwriters Laboratories Inc..

Page 2
June 16, 1992

© Widening of Willow Road from two to four lanes from
Waukegan Road to Edens Expresswvay.

o Widening of Willow Road at the Tri-State Tollway
from four to six lanes (including improved access
to and from Tollway with additional turning lanes)
to and including the Sanders Road intersection.

Again, we support your SRA recommendations and we look forward to
IDOT initiating improvements on Willow/Palatine Road.

Very truly yours,

Vice President
Officer-In-Charge

JJR:ew

»
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May 1%, 1992

Mr. Richard Reiser, President
Village of Northfield

361 Happ Rd.

Northfield, IL 60093

Dear President Reiser:

I live at One Regent Wood Road. I have received the many
communications regarding the widening of Willow Road and read
many articles on same. I have alsoc watched the increase of
traffic on Winnetka Ave. The dangercus situations that
continually occur on Sunset Ridge Road, due to its increased
traffic, in front of the school and the increased traffic on
Lake Ave. all because motorists try teo avoid the two lane
bottleneck on Willow Road.

1 continually read that everyone is concerned about Sunset
Ridge School. Well then lets control the traffic with
adequate lighting or even a bridge over Sunset Ridge Road.

But certainly not continue to allow irate motorists, who

have lost their patience, to drive east or west on Willow or
north and south on Sunset. You cannot legislate against the
increasing number of drivers, but certainly you can contreol
them, Leaving the road at two lanes coming off a wmajor
turnoff from an expresavay and in face of the road going from
4 lanes to 2 lanes and back to 4 lanes will not prevent the
predicted increase in public safety, noise and air pollution, .
nor will it decrease the effect on three churches, our Library, .
Village Hall, Fire Station, Police Department or a mile of howmes

as was stated in the letter I received from four concerned
citizens on the 13th.

If, as has been projected, traffic will increase to 43,000 cars
a day in the year 2010, then you wmay be assured that I want my
fire and police departments to operate on a four lane road and
not be bottlenecked on a two lane road. There must be concern
for fire and life safety. You may slso be assured that I would
desire children to cross over one four lane road with adequate
control and supervision than over both two lane roads crowded
with irate drivers.



YN

Page 2

Your only other answer is to eliminate Kraft, the vacant Techny
lands, the four way turn off at Edens and change Willow Road to
two lanes between Hibbard and Waukegan Road. Now that 1is
something I would vote for, if I were able.

You know the State will eventually widen Willow. Why fight the
S5tate? Why not get every concession possible in order to provide
safety for all. Let's have some long range vision and not short
range blinders. Unfortunately, I will be out of town on the
20th, but I sincerely wish that my voice be entered into the
record.

I will be happy to discuss this problem further, with any
interested parties. I would also be grateful if you would let
me know whether or not the State will be made aware of my voice
on the 20th.

Most Sincerely,

(ol b
(33 S f i

Edward G. Forester

EGF/jgk

e T R S P,



4arch 23,1992

Village President and Board of Trustees
Village Hall

361 Happ rd.

Northfield, Il 60093

Dear President ,Richard M. Rieser,Jr.

I have been a resident of Northfield for 58 years and have seen
many changes in the Village.Most all have been good for the
majority of the long term residents.

I spent 40 years in Public works with two Municapalities and
Seven City Managers,so I am very aware of the problems relating
to changes and or improvements within a City Or Village.

The Willow Road issue should have been settled years ago when
IDOT was willing to stand for the major cost of the improvement.
But for a few reasons,one being a small group of residents from

the North Sunset Ridge area ,we are again back to the drawing
board.

I whole heartily approve of widening Willow Road to 5 lanes
,two each way ,center for left turns and right turn off's at
Wagner and Sunset Ridge. It's time to move forward and it's
time for the board to do the job,for the majority that they
have committed themselves to do,by gettin to be a board member.

Some of the old excuses for not widening Willow Road were.

1- The widening of Willow will cut the Village in half is nottrue
go out and look at all the examples of a working 5 lane in most
Northwest suburbs.

2- By a school will be dangerous,true,but it's been used as

a scare tatic for years,go out and look at many schools located
along side of a 5 lane road.

3- Cars will speed ,traffic will move to fast for safety,this

is not true .The speed is set say 35 mph and controlled .And

if controled, the word is out and it works,look at Sheridan Road
in Kenilworth,30mph,you don't believe it ,go over 30mph and

see what happens ,car's slow down and it has been happening

for over 30 years .

4-Pollution will increase,not true ,cars and trucks today moving
at 25to 35 are far more pollution free than slower start and
stop or creeping traffic.

It is also my hope that the New Village Manager will take a
strong stand for the widening of Willow Road and work with IDOT
to make it happen ASAP.

Paul D. Wagner 257 Latrobe,Northfield

P.S. It's a pleasure to drive Willow, Sunset to Waukegan.
K\ CLMQLUO‘K“"



Paul D. Speer, Jr
2456 Hedge Row, Northfield, Illinois 60093
(708) 441-5677

March 16, 1992

The Village Board President
and Board Members
The Village of Northfield

Ladies and gentlemen:

I have your newsletter item regarding the widening of Willow Road.
I believe that the residents in this area of the Village would be
best served by such a widening and better traffic controls on
certain roads. The stop sign at Central and Frontage is not
necessary. There should be no entry from Happ onto 0ld Willow

during rush hours, parallel to the hours at the other end of 0ld
Willow.

Such a widening will enable left turns to be made from Willow both
east and west of Wagner withount causing either fender benders or
shoulder riding.

The Board needs to serve residents of all areas of the Village in
this matter and not just those of Willow Road. Such a widening
will put the major portion of the through traffic on the one road
which can be adjusted to support it and relieve the traffic loads
on Winnetka and Sunset Ridge.

I would be pleased to circulate petitions to this effect.

Sinc ’



Household Internetional. Inc.
2700 Sanders Road
Prospect Heights. It 60070

708 564 5000
HOUSEHOLD INTERNATIONAL BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING
RECENED
JUN 22 1992

June 18, 1992 DIST

TO: Illinois Department of Transportation

Please find enclosed our Petition in support of Willow/Palatine Improvements.
Sincerely

Tracy Grantham
Manager, Employee Assistance

o /63
o el



Petition In Support of Willow/Palatine Improvements

® We the undersigned support the recommended Improvements
on Willow/Palatine as described at the May 20th public
hearing. This petition wlll be sent to state officlals and to the
lliinols Department of Transportation and wliil be Included In the
public record of comments on the Improvement.
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Petition In Support of Willow/Palatine Improvements

® We the undersigned support the recommended Improvements
on Wlllow/Palatine as described at the May 20th public
hearing. This petition will be sent to state officlals and to the
lliinols Department of Transportation and wlil be inciuded In the
public record of comments on the improvement.
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Petition In Support of Willow/Palatine Improvements

® We the undersigned support the recommended improvements
on Willow/Palatine as described at the May 20th public
hearing. This petition will be sent to state officlals and to the
llinols Department of Transportation and wiil be Included In the
public record of comments on the improvement.

Signature Home Address Municlpality
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Petition In Support of Wiliow/Palatine Improvements

® We the undersigned support the recommended Improvements
on Willow/Palatine as described at the May 20th public
hearing. This petition will be sent to state officlals and to the
Ilinols Department of Transportation and wiil be Included In the
public record of comments on the improvement.

Signature Home Address Municlpality
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Petition In Support of Willow/Palatine Improvements

® We the undersigned support the recommended Improvements
on Willow/Palatine as described at the May 20th public
hearing. This petition will be sent to state officlals and to the
illinols Department of Transportation and will be Included In the
public record of comments on the improvement.

Signature Home Address Municipality
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Petition In Support of Willow/Palatine Improvements

® We the undersigned support the recommended improvements
on Willow/Palatine as described at the May 20th public
hearing. This petition will be sent to state officlals and to the
lllinois Department of Transportation and wlil be Included In the
public record of comments on the Iimprovement.

ignature Home Address Municlpality
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Petition In Support of Willow/Palatine Improvements

® We the undersigned support the recommended Improvements
on Willow/Palatine as described at the May 20th public
hearing. This petition will be sent to state officlals and to the
iilinols Department of Transportation and wili be Included In the
public record of comments on the Improvement.

Signature Home Address Munlclpality
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Petition In Support of Willow/Palatine Improvements

® We the undersigned support the recommended Improvements
on Williow/Palatine as described at the May 20th public
hearing. This petition wlll be sent to state officlals and to the
lllinols Department of Transportation and wlll be Included In the
publlc record of comments on the Improvement.

Signature Home Address Munlclpallty
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Petition In Support of Wiliow/Palatine Improvements

® We the undersigned support the recommended Improvements
on Willow/Palatine as described at the May 20th public
hearing. This petition will be sent to state officlals and to the
liinols Department of Transportation and wlll be Included in the
public record of comments on the improvement.

Signature Home Address Munlclpally (035
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Petition In Support of Willow/Palatine Improvements

® We the undersigned support the recommended Improvements
on Willow/Palatine as described at the May 20th public
hearing. This petition wlll be sent to state officlals and to the
iliinols Department of Transportation and will be Included In the
public record of comments on the improvement.

Ig e Home Address Munlclpality
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Petition In Support of Willow/Palatine Improvements

® We the undersigned support the recommended Improvements
on Willow/Palatine as described at the May 20th public
hearing. This petition wlil be sent to state officlals and to the
illinols Department of Transportation and wlll be Included In the
public record of comments on the improvement.

Signature Home Address Municlpality
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Petitlon In Support of Willow/Palatine Improvements

® We the undersigned support the recommended improvements
on Willow/Palatine as described at the May 20th public
hearing. This petition will be sent to state officlals and to the
illinols Department of Transportation and will be included in the
public record of comments on the Improvement.

Ignature Home Address _Municlpality
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Petition In Support of Willow/Palatine Improvements

® We the undersigned support the recommended improvements
~on Willow/Palatine as described at the May 20th public
hearing. This petition will be sent to state officlals and to the
iliinols Department of Transportation and will be included in the
public record of comments on the Iimprovement.

jlgnature Home Address Municlpality
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Petition In Support of Willow/Palatine Improvements
® We the undersigned support the recommended Improvements
on Willow/Palatine as described at the May 20th public
hearing. This petition will be sent to state officlals and to the

lilinols Department of Transportation and wiil be included In the
public record of comments on the improvement.

ignat Home Address unicipality
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Petition In Support of Willow/Palatine Improvements

® Woe the undersigned support the recommended Improvements
on Willow/Palatine as described at the May 20th public

- hearing. This petition will be sent to state officlals and to the
lliinols Department of Transportation and will be Included In the
publlc record of comments on the improvement.

Signature = Home Address Municlpality
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Petition In Support of Willow/Palatine Improvements

® Woe the undersigned support the recommended Improvements
on Willow/Palatine as described at the May 20th public
hearing. This petition will be sent to state officlals and to the
illinols Department of Transportation and will be Included In the
public record of comments on the improvement.

Zlgnaturi Home Add;:'ess Municlpality
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Petition In Support of Willow/Palatine Improvements
® We the undersigned support the recommended improvements
on Willow/Palatine as described at the May 20th public
hearing. This petition will be sent to state officlals and to the

llinols Department of Transportation and will be Included In the
public record of comments on the Improvement.

Signature Home Address Municlpality
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Petition In Support of Willow/Palatine Improvements |

® We the undersigned support the recommended improvements
on Willow/Palatine as described at the May 20th public
hearing. This petition will be sent to state officlals and to the
lilinols Department of Transportation and will be included In the
public record of comments on the Improvement.

Sign ture Home Address Municlipality
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HAMILTOI\IPE‘\RTNERS

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT
HAMILTON PARTNERS, INC.
1130 Lake Cook Road
June 18th, 1992 Bufalo Grove, lilinois 60089
708.459.9225 Fax: 708.459.8918
Mr. Duane Carlson ' BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING
District Engineer o
linois Department of Transportation RLCEIVED
201 West Center Court JUN 221992
Schaumburg, IL 60196
ATTN: WALTER KOS DISTRICT #1

Dear Mr. Carlson:

Hamiiton Partners, through this correspondence, is expressing support for the
recommended Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) Improvements on Willow/Palatine Road.

We commend IDOT for the efforts in their SRA program to identify major highway
corridors such as Willow/Palatine and propose an improvement plan that
comprehensively addresses traffic congestion. Our firm is concerned that existing and
predicted levels of traffic congestion on such roads as Willow/Palatine negatively impacts
the productivity of our employees and tenants. Your improvements, when implemented
over time, will improve the mobility of our employees and others who travel the road.

Secondly, we support the recommended improvements as proposed at the May 20th
Public Hearing which includes road widenings, intersection improvements, medium for
turning lanes and traffic signal coordination.

Finally, given your extensive list of improvements on the Willow/Palatine segment, we
recommend IDOT give a priority to improvements listed below and initiate Phase |
engineering studies for the: *

- Widening of Willow Road from two to four lanes from Waukegan Road
to the Edens Expressway.

- Widening of Willow Road at the Tri-State Tollway from four to six lanes
(including improved access to and from the Toliway with additional
turning lanes) to and Including the Sanders Road intersection.



l_]'AM'ILTONPAR'}{'NERS

Page Two (2)
June 18th, 1992

Again, we support your SRA recommendations and we look forward to IDOT initiating
improvements on Willow-Palatine. It is extremely important that public outcries do not
deter the improvements necessary to handle future traffic needs in our suburban areas.

MJR:mcs

CC: Bill Baltutis
TMA of Lake Cook Road

FILE: 64/wp/SRA

e
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SPARKLING SPRING MINERAL WATER COMPRNY
1629 Park Avenue West ¢ Highland Park, IL 60035 e (708) 831-3442

NG
Duane Carlson, District Engineer BURLNJOFPROGRN“$;
Illinois Dept. of Transportation FQ‘ |\fEf
201 West Center Ct.
Schaumburg, Il 60196 T JuN 22 1992

DISTRICT #1

Attention: Walter Kocs

On behalf of Sparkling Spring Mineral Water Company in
Highland Park and our 140 erployees, we are pleased to
support the recoumended Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA)
improvements on Willow/Palatine Road.

We commend IDOT for the efforts in their SRA program to
identify major highway corridors such as Willow/Palatine and
propose an improvement plan that comprehensively addresses
traffic congestion. Our firm is concerned that existing and
predicted levels of traffic congestion on such roads as
Willow/Palatine negatively impacts the productivity of our
employees and customers. Your improvements, when implemented
over time will improve the mobility of our employees and
others who travel the road. .- ,
Secondly, we support the recommended .improvements as proposed
at the May 20th puyblic hearing which includes road widenings,
intersection improvements, medium for turning lanes and
traffic signal coordination.

Finally, given your extensive list of improvements on the
Willow/Palatine segment, we recommend IDOT give a prlorlty to
improvements listed below and initiate PH I engineering
studies for the: N

- O T 3 -t .
=Widening of Willow Road from two to four lanes from Waukegan
Road to Edens Expressway.

-Widening of Willow Road at the Tri-State Tollway from 4 to 6
lanes (including improved access to and from Tollway with
additional turning lanes) to and including the Sanders Road
intersection.

Again, we support your SRA recommendations and we look
forward to IDOT 1n1tiat1ng improvements on Willow-Palatine.

izzsectfully youiE::—’—f’

Warner B. Tillman
President
Sparkling Spring Mineral Water Co.
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OF LAKE-COOK

June 18, 1992 B
BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING -~ -

RECEIVED
Mr. Duane Carlson

District Engineer _ JUN 93 sqn o .

Illinois Department of Transportation ¢ st

201 West Center Court - R

Schaumburg, Illincis 60196 ~ P
DIGTRICT#7

Attention: Mr. Walter Kos
Dear Sir:

on behalf of the TMA of Lake-Cook, representing 55 firms and 25,000 employees, we
are pleased to support the recommended Strategic Regional Arterial ("SRA")
improvements on Willow/Palatine Road.

We commend IDOT for its efforts in the SRA program to identify major highway
corridors such as Willow/Palatine and propose an improvement plan that comprehen-
sively addresses traffic congestion. The TMA is concerned that existing and
predicted levels of traffic congestion on such roads as Willow/Palatine
negatively impacts the productivity of our employees and customers. Your
improvements, when implemented over time will improve the mobility of our
employees and others who travel the road. .

Secondly, we gupport the recommended improvements as proposed at the May 20,
1992, public hearing which includes road widening, intersection improvementl,
madium for turning lanes and traffic signal coordination.

Finally, given your extensive list of improvements on the willow/Palatine
segment, we recommend IDOT give a priority to improvements listed below and
initiate PH I engineering studies for the:

- Widening of Willow Road from two to four lanes from Waukegan
Road to Edens Expressway.

- Widening of Willow Road at the Tri-State Tollway from 4 to €& lanes
{including improved access to and from the Tollway with additional
turning lanes) to and including the Sanders Road intersection.

Again. we support your SRA %recommendations and we look forward to IDOT initiatlng .
improvements on W;llow/Palatine Road. . P

. - Respectfully yours.

deﬂzg %m

William J. Baltuties
Executive Director =

A TRANSPORTATION MANAGEMENTASSOCIATION SERVING NORTHERN COOK AND SOUTHEBN LAKE COUNTY

One Baxter Parkway Deerfield, Illinois 60015 (708) 948-4023 » FAX: (708) 948-4029



Robert B. Polisky, M.D.
ELK GROVE DERMATOLOGY, S.C.

Diseases and Surgery of the Skin
(708) 593-6222

May 26, 1992 ... 6 ron =ong
h\ .. \.I -
Duane Carlson Joooo L
District Engineer
Illinois Department of Transportation D" o #1
201 W. Center Court L B B 2

Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096
Dear Mr. Carlson:

It has come to my attention that there are some proposed improve-
ments on the Palatine-Willow Rocad Strategic Regional Arterial
Program. I am greatly in favor of improving traffic flow, as it
impacts on us as doctors and for our patients. Linking up the
Edens, the Tri-State and Route 53 would be tremendously helpful,
as there are several hospitals and medical communities between
these zones which are not well served by other east-west
arterjials.

Please let me know what I can do to lend a voice to improve the
traffic flow in this important east-west corridor.

Sincerely,
: Robert B. :Ei::ly, M.D.

RBP:Rxjp

901 Biesterfield Road #207 . Elk Grove, IL 60007
Diplomate American Board of Dermatology
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To: Duane Carlson Nl e o b
Illinois Dept. of Transportation } ——
201 West Center Ct D' “‘:'11 :, A *’1
Schaumburg, I1  60196-1096 i

From: Ken Gilbert &
739 S. Cook s8t.

Barrington, Il 60010 [ W'/7 ’,I I/;, 2
Date: 5/19/92 p’ ,J/ gﬂ"‘

[ 4
N L.
Re: PALATINE RD IMPROVEMENTS }‘ ‘tf
i
I would like to take a moment of your time
to discuss the proposed improvements to
Palatine Rd. . I would like you to consider

splitting the proposal into two separate

propoeals. A proposal to improve Palatine Rd

from 1294 to Rtl4 in Palatine and a second

proposal for improvements on the Eastern portion
from the Edens to 1294. The controversy surrounding
the Eastern section of this road as it impacts

the village of Northfield may never be resolved.
Flease do not let the problems on the Eastern leg
stop improvements to the West.

I strongly support the construction of bridges
and viaducts to create an expressway from 1294
West to Rtl4 . A portion of the road is already
an expy.... the job should be finished. How soon
can we get the West leg of the project started?

Funding for a project of this nature is always a
concern. If you cannot do the whole job at this
time.... how about one intersection per year?
Start with Sanders Rd. and work West. Every
traffic light that 18 removed eliminiates

a bottleneck. If state or federal funds are

not avallable, how about a toll road?

Please keep my suggestions in mind as
you examine this proposal, thank you for
you time and attention.



] m@@m BRANDS CO.

510 Lake Cook Road
Deerfield, Minois 60015-4964
Telephone: (708) 948-8888

Executive Offices

June 12, 1992

Duane Carlson

District Engineer

Hllinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196

Attention: Walter Kos

Dear Mr. Kos:

X & rcy

BUREAU OF PROGRAMMIN
RECEIVER

JUN 171997
DISTRICT #1

On behalf of Jim Beam Brands Co., 510 Lake Cook Road, Deerfield, IL and 200 employees we are
pleased to support the recommended Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) improvements on

Willow/Palatine Road.

We commend IDOT for the efforts in their SRA program to identify major highway corridors such
as Willow/Palatine and propose an improvement plan that comprehensively addresses traffic

congestion.  Our firm is concerned that existing and predicated levels of traffic congestion on such
road as Willow/Palatine negatively impacts the productivity of our employees and customers. Your
improvements, when implemented over time will improve the mobility of our employees and others

who travel the road,

Secondiy, we support the recommended improvements as proposed at the May 20th public hearing
which tncludes road widenings, intersection improvements, medium for turning lanes and traffic signal

coordination.

Finally, given your extensive list of improvements on the Willow/Palatine segment, we recommend
IDOT give a priority to improvements listed below and initiate PH I engineering studies for the:

-Widening of Willow road from two to four lanes from Waukegan Road to Edens Expressway.

-Widening of Willow Rnad at the Tri-State Tollway from 4 to 6 lanes (including improved access to
and from Tollway with additional turning lanes) to and including the Sanders Road intersection.

Again, we support your SRA recommendations and we look forward to IDOT initiating

improvements on Willow/Palatine.
Respecifully yours,

by ="

Kathryn A. Fitts
Director, Administration

KF:pr

FAX: (708) 948-0393
TELEX: 210-247
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DONLEN d
%?EE?«RQILON BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING
DEERFIELD, ILLINOIS 60015 RECE VED
708/834-0400
FAX 708/831-0483 JUN 17 1997
GARY RAPPEPORT

President D ' STRI CT # '

June 15, 1992

Duane Carlson, District Engineer
Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196

Attention: Mr. Walter Kos

Dear Mr. Kos:

On behalf of Donlen Corporation, located in Deerfield, 1L, with a
total number of 92 employees; we are pleased to support the
recommended Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) improvements on
Willow/Palatine Road.

We commend IDOT for the efforts in their SRA program to identify
major highway corridors such as Willow/Palatine and propose an
improvement plan that comprehensively addresses traffic congestion.
our firm is concerned that existing and predicted levels of traffic
congestion on such roads as Willow/Palatine negatively impacts the
productivity of our employees and customers. Your improvements,
when implemented overtime will improve the mobility of our
employees and others who travel the rocad.

Secondly, we support the recommended improvements as proposed at
the May 20th public hearing which includes road widenings,
intersection improvements, medium for turning lanes and traffic
signal coordination. .
Finally, given your extensive 1list of improvements on the
Willow/Palatine segment, we recommend IDOT give a priority to
improvements listed below and initiate PH I engineering studies for
the:

o Widening for Willow Road from two to four lanes

from Waukegan Road to Edens Expressway.

o Widening of Willow Road at the Tri-state Tollway
from 4 to 6 lanes (including improved access to and
from Tollway with additional turning lanes) to and
including the Sanders Road intersection.
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Again, we support your SRA recommendations and we look forward to
IDOT initiating improvements on Willow-Palatine.

Best regards,

sy Eep iy

Gary Rappeport
President
GR/sjg
cc: Mr. Billtutis
T™MA of Lake-Cook
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June 12, 1992 BUREAU OF PRCGRAMMING

RECFIVED

Duane Carison JUN 11992
District Engineer

Ilinois Department of Transportation D]STRICT #1
201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196

Attn: Walter Kos

Dear Mr. Carlson:

The Wheeling/Prospect Heights Chamber of Commerce and Industry, which represents a
business community of 1,500, is pleased to support the recommended Strategic Regional
Arterial (SRA) improvements on Willow/Palatine Road.

We commend IDOT for the efforts in their SRA program to identify major highway corridors
such as Willow/Palatine and propose an improvement plan that comprehensively addresses
traffic congestion. Our Chamber is concerned that existing and predicted levels of traffic
congestion on such roads as Wiliow/Palatine negatively impacts the productivity of our member
employers, their employees and their customers. Your Improvements, when implemented over
time will improve the mobility of those who travel the road.

Secondly, we support the recommended improvements as proposed at the May 20th public
hearing which includes road widenings, intersection improvements, medium for turning lanes
and traffic signal coordination.

Finally, given your extensive list of improvements on the Willow/Palatine segment, we
recommend IDOT give a prionity fo the widening of Willow Road at the Tri-State Tollway from 4

to 6 lanes (including improved access to and from Tollway with additional turning lanes) to and
including the Sanders Road intersection.

Again, we support your SRA recommendations and we look forward to IDOT initiating
improvements on Willow-Palatine.

Sincerety,

\/@(/ﬁy / o%(é
Jackie Pollack
Executive Diractor

395 E. Dundee Road, Wheeling, lllinois 60090 ¢ 708-541-0170
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June 15, 1992 BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING

RECEIVED
Duane Carlson JUN 1 1992
District Engineer

llinois Dept. of Transportation DISTRICT #1

201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196

Dear Mr. Carlson:

On behalf of Zenith Data Systems, 2150 East Lake Cook Rd., Buffalo Grove, IL 60089, and 340
employees we are pleased to support the recommended Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA)
improvements on Willow/Palatine Road.

We commend IDOT for the efforts in their SRA program to identity major highway corridors such as
Willow/Palatine and propose an improvement plan that comprehensively addresses traffic congestion
on such roads as Wiliow/Palatine negatively impacts the productivity of our employees and customers.
Your improvements, when implemented over time, will improve the mobility of our employees and
others who travel the road.

Secondly, we support the recommended improvements as proposed at the May 20th public hearing
which includes road widenings, intersection improvements, medium for tuming lanes and traffic signal
coordination.

Finaily, given your extensive list of improvements on the Willow/Palatine segment, we recommend
IDOT give a priority to improvements listed below and initiate PH | engineering studies for the:

B - Widening of Willew Road from two to four lanes from Wavkegan Road to Edens Expressway.
[ Widening of Willow Road at the Tri-State Tollway from 4 to 6 lanes (including improved access
to and from tollway with additional tuming lanes) to and including the Sanders Road

intersection.

Again, we support your SRA recommendations and we look forward to 1DOT initiating improvements
on Willow-Palatine.

Respectiully yours,

oseph W .«&dwards
Director of Facilities
Office Services
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BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING
RECFIVED

JUN 1 61092
DISTRICT #1

June 11, 1992

Mr. Duane Carlson, District Engineer
I11inois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096

Dear Mr. Carlson:

Qur company is located a few blocks off of Willow Road near Shermer. We
employ approximately fifty people, most of whom use Willow Road to and
from work. Many of these employees come from Edens Expressway. All have
experienced lengthy delays and inconvenience due to the increasing conges-
tion on Willow Road. Obviously this can only get worse as findustrial,
commercial and residential property is developed along this corridor.

The need to widen and improve Willow Road is urgent, particularly in
Northfield between Sunset Ridge and Edens. The delaying tactics of the
selfish, outspoken Northfield minority are deplorable.

My home is in Glenview just off Lake Avenue. Over the years we have seen
increasing traffic on this road. It, too, should be widened with a
planted median for left turns between Waukegan and Laramie; but I am
opposed to this until Willow is widened. Glenview should not be asked to
bear additional traffic to placate a few extremists in Northfield.

One other major improvement on Willow Road would be a cloverleaf at 294.
The present configuration results in unnecessary delays for traffic on
Willow and exiting from 294. When Willow is improved at this inter-
section, 1 believe a cloverleaf would eliminate a 1ot of delays and
congestion.

, yﬂy
rtin J.
/President

MJS:djb
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2125 Sunset Ridge Rd.
Glenview, IL 60025
June 8, 1992

Mr. Duane Carlson, District Engineer
Illinois Department of Transportation

201 West Center Court BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096 RECEIVED
Attn: Walter Kos JUN 12 1997

Dear Mr. Carlson: DISTRICT #1

I have watched the Willow Road situation for about 26 years. My
perspective has been from the point of view of a resident of an
eastern suburb (Wilmette) during most of that time. From Waukegan
Road to Edens Expressway there have been severe deficiencies for
many years.

I recognize the need for additional through lanes and turning lanes
necessary to provide appropriate capacity for the various sections
of the road. However, I feel that the area east of Waukegan Road
may justify consideration of a cross-section which allows the
necessary capacity without the same design speed as more westerly
locations. It may not be necessary to carry a full median through
the residential section of Northfield. The necessary turning lanes
could be developed by intersectional widenings at appropriate
locations rather than by maintaining a constant width which might
be considered somewhat excessive.

I feel that a certain amoount of rigidity has developed on both
sides of the issue. As a current resident of northeast Glenview,
I continue to feel that Willow Road should be improved, and my
comments are only intended to suggest a slight comprimise which
would achieve the needed objective while partially addressing some
of the local concerns.:

At some point it will be necessary for the State of Illinois to
step forward and accept the responsibility for properly developing
Willow road. However, I am hopeful that it will be done with
consideration for the suburban location of the project as compared
to the rural or open areas where many state roads are developed.

If these comments are considered constructive, as they are
intended, I will feel that this letter has been worthwhile.

Sincerely,

i

Max L. Whitman



BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING

RECEIVED
JUN 12 1992

DISTRICT #1

June 8, 1992

Duane Carlson, District Engineer
Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg,Illinois 60196-1096

Attn: Walter Kos

Dear Mr. Carlson:

I am in favor of all of the changes relating to
Willow Road.

Sincerely yours,

Samuel M. Lanoff

257 Princeton Lane
Glenview, IL 60025
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June 10, 1992

BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING
Mr. Duane Carlson, District Engineer RECE'VFD
Illinois Department of Transportation A
201 W. Center Court JUN 15 182

Schaumburg, Illinois 60196-1096

DISTRICT #1

Attention: Walter Kos
RE: Willow/Palatine SRA
Gentlemen:

This letter is to express our company’s support for the proposed improvements to the
Willow/Palatine SRA.

Our 200-employee engineering/development firm is located near Willow Road in Northbrook.
Many of our employees live in communities along the Willow/Palatine corridor and depend
on this link to commute to work, as well as other daily activities.

We feel the proposed improvements are vital to meet the current traffic load, let alone
the projected 2010 traffic. The project is needed to improve traffic flow and reduce
accidents.

Please continue on to the next phase of the study.
Sincerely,

STS CONSULTANTS. LTD. -

JQOUJL £ fotchens
Ronald E. Hutchens /(1 /
Executive Vice President

§TS Consultants Ltd.
Consuhing Engineers

111 Plingsten Road
Narthbrook, lilinols 80082
08,272 6520/ Fax TO8.498 27
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VILLAGE OF '

NORTHDBROOK

1225 CEDAR LANE NORTHBROOK. ILLINOIS 800624582 TO8/272-3050
FAX 706/272-9780
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Robert F. Donahue Sandrs E. Frum

Robert J. Jaeger Colette J. Hedien

Daniel J. Walker Mark W. Damisch

PRESIDENT Lona N. Louis Village Clerk Village Manager

Richard T, Falcone " John M. Novinson

TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
VILLAGE OF NORTHBROOK
1225 CEDAR LANE
NORTHBROOK, ILLINOIS

AGENDA
MAY 14, 1992 - 7:30 PM
VILLAGE BOARD ROOM

1. Roll Call
2, Approval of Minutes of March 12, 1992 meeting.
3.  Staff Presentation
A. 1990 Village Trapsportation Plan - Overview
B. Lake-Cook Road S.R.A. - Overview
- Possible Connections to the Edens Spur
- Completion of the I-294 Interchange
- Possible Interim Improvements

C. Willow Road S.R.A. - Overview

4, Audience Comments (Public Hearing Portion)

5.  Genperal Discussion AR B o
W
A, Lake-Cook Road 5 _mm;‘c
B. Willow Road
C. Other Transportation Issues
6. Transportation Advisory Committee Recommendations
MAY 11 1992
7. Adjonrn

THIS MEETING WILL BE CABLECAST L1VE ON CHANNEL 30.

The Village of Northbrook s subject to the requirements of 1he Americans with Dimabilities Act of 1990
Individuals with disabilitics who plan to stiend this mecting and who require certain acommodations i order
to allow them to obecrve and/or participate i this meeting, or who have questions regarding the acocasibility of
this meeting or the facilities, arc requested to coutact Kevia Barr or Loss Louis (708-272-5050, Exteasion 212§
or 221, respectively) promptly to allow the Village of Northbrook to make reasonsabk acoommodstions for those
pasons.  Hearing impaired individuals may call the TDD avmber, 708- 564-8645, for more iafarmation

omr-O<Onm



MEMORANDUM

TO: TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
‘FROM: THOMAS R. POUPARD, VILLAGE PLANNER

DATE: MAY 8§, 1992

RE: INFORMATION FOR MAY 14, 1993 TAC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the Village of Northbrook Transportation Advisory
Committee (TAC) on May 14, 1992 at 7:30 p.m. The TAC, at their March 12 meeting,
rccommended that such a hearing be held to provide an opportunity for area
residents to comment on the current Village Comprehensive Road Improvement Plan,
as well as the recently published Lake-Cook Road and Palatine/Willow Strategic
Regional Arterial (SRA) Reports, prepared for the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT). Guidelines for the manner in which the public hearing
portion of the meeting is to be conducted arc include in the TAC materials.

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an overview of the various staff and
consultant reports that are being transmitted to the TAC for review during the May
14 hcaring and to highlight associated issues that the Committee and residents may
wish to discuss. Members of the public who have requested information concerning
the TAC hearing, as well officials in Glenview, Highland Park, Decrficld, Northficld,
IDOT, and the comsultants for the Cook Highway Department have been mailed a
copy of the packet of information.

Yillage Comprehensive Road Improvement Plap

Enclosed in the TAC packet is a report entitled "An Overview of the Village
Comprchensive Road Improvement Plan®. The purposc of this report is to provide a
bricf overview of the purpose, findings and recommendations of this document,
adopted by the Village in November, 1990. At the March 12, 1992 meeting the TAC
agreed with the findings in a staff report, that the land use assumptions used in

projecting traffic demand for the Village were still accurate and no changes were
warranted.

With regard to the list of current and long-term corridor and intersection
improvements listed in the Plan, mo revisions have yet been suggested. It should be
noted, however, that the Plan does currently call for both Lake-Cook Road and
Willow Road to eventually be widened to six lanes (three lanes in ¢ach direction). It
has also been noted that the routing of traffic and the recommendations in the
Village Comprchensive Road Improvement Plan did not contcmplate:

1. The potential impact of adding a connection from Lake Cook Road to the
Edeas Spur,

2. The possible completion of the 1-294/1.ake-Cook Road interchange; and

3. Implications of possible reduced vehicular use, based on the Clean Air Act.



Memo to Transportation Advisory Committee
May 8, 1992
Page 2

Likewise, the Village Plan contemplated that during the ten-year planning period,
improvements would be made to Willow Road through Northfield. This now appears

unlikely based on the strong opposition to such improvements from the Village of
Northficld.

Based on TAC discussion of the findings in the SRA Reports, it may be appropriate
to re-cxamine the timing of the programmed transportation improvements. The
elimination, postponement or addition of recommended road improvements could
result in the need to compute a revised transporiation impact fee for the Village.

Yiew - Epo

The Village has hired the local transportation consulting firm of Gewalt Hamilton
Associates, Inc. to review thc Lake-Cook Road SRA Report and to provide a memo
(attached) summarizing the major findings and recommendations of the SRA Report.
The ceonsultant was directed to pay particular attention to the possible impact of
adding a new connection from Lake-Cook Road to the Edens Spur, as a means of

eliminating or postponing the need to widen Lake-Cook Road to six lanes through the
Village of Northbrook.

A map depicting the three possible connections to the Edens Spur currently under
consideration by the consultants for the Cook County Highway Department has been
attached 1o this memo. The threc locations can generally be described as follows:

Option 1: A "flyover" design that would provide a connection from Lake-Cook

Road to the Edens Spur at a location west of the existing Lake-Cook
Road/Tollway interchange; '

QOption 2: A connection with Lake Cook Road aligning with the existing Wilmot
Road intersection; and

A new bridge over the Edens Spur connecting the Villages of
Deerficld and Northbrook, extending Huehl Road from the south, and generally

aligning with the existing Birchwood Avenue/Lake-Cook Road intersection in
Deerficld.

We have had several discussions with the consultants for the Cook County Highway
Department concerning these possible connections to the Edens Spur. The comsultants
have assured us that the three alternatives are being evaluated as part of their
prefiminary (Phase I) engineering study of Lake-Cook Road improvements. They
have not yet devcloped cost estimates for the three connection alternatives; however,
these are cxpected to be available by the end of Jume. At that point it will be
possible to conduct a cost-benefit analysis comparing the impact of six-laning Lake-
Cook Road and constructing the connection to the Spur.

The Cook County Consultants indicated that they believed approximately 10-12,000
vehicles per day would use the connection to the Spur, if built. They also predicted
tbat tbe constructlon of a connection to the Spur could draw some additional traffic
to Lake-Cook Road, that otherwlse would have used Deerfleld Road or Dundee Road.
The staff will continue monitoring the progress made by the Cook County consultants
regarding the possible connection to the Edens Spur, and provide a report back to the
TAC at a future date (probably late-June). Persons on the current TAC mailing list
will also receive the updated information.
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May 8, 1992
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Yiew ow

The third major report included in the TAC materials is a staff memo summarizing
the findings of the Palatine/Willow Road SRA. The memo also highlights the
anticipated impacts of making the reccommended improvements.

The major points raised in the staff memo are that:
1. The recommendations are generally consistent with the Village Plan;

2, It is impractical to widen Willow Road to six lanes through Northbrook
vnless and until Willow Road is widened to at least four lanes in Northfield

and major bridge improvement projects are comstructed through Northbrook
and Glenview;

3. Interim solutions for increasing the capacity of Willow Road, such as
intersection improvements, should be cvaluated prior to imitiating a
widening project; and

3. The final design for a widened Willow Road must be semsitive to the
residential areas impacted, and should include appropriate sound barriers
and landscaping.

A copy of the resolution passed by the Village of Northfield opposing the widening
of Willow Road through their community is included, as is the notice for the May 20,
1992 IDOT public hearing on the SRA Report.

Summary

It is not practical to assume that the TAC will be able to resolve the wide variety of
transportation issues currently under consideration. Instead, we view this hearing as
the beglnnlng of an interactlve process wlith local resldents nnd sarrounding
munlcipalitles to cooperatlveiy resoive major transportatlon issues.

The staff would like specific direction from the TAC concerning:

1. The improvements recommended in the Village Comprehensive Road
Improvement Plan (should certain projects be given a higher priority, or
postponed?)

2. The position of the Village of Northbrook regarding the Lake-Cook Road
SRA in general, and the possible connection to the Edens Spur and

completion of the Tollway interchange in particular.

3. The position of the Village of Northbrook regarding the Willow Road SRA,
and the timing of improvements.

The staff and the Village coasultant will be attending the hearing to answer amy
questions raised during the hearing.

{poupard/tac mig2 cover]
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. Consulting Engineers

3100 Dundce Road, Suite 404
Northbrook, 1L 60062
708-272-7750
FAX: 708-272-9582

STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL (SRA) PROGRAM

GENERAL OVERVIEW

The SRA Program was established as a major component of Operation
Greenlight, a multi-faceted plan to deal with roadway congestion
and improve travel mobility. The SRA plan, which includes over
1,340 miles of roadways in Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry and
Will Counties was developed by the Illinois Department of Trans-
portation (IDOT) in cooperation with the Illinois State Toll
Highway Authority (ISTHA), the Chicago Area Transportation Study
(CATS), the Northeastern Illinois Plan commission (NIPC) and the
Regional Transportation Authority (RTA). The SRA program is an

integral part of the 2010 Transportation Development Plan adopted
by CATS and NIPC.

Willow Road, Lake-Cook Road, and Waukegan Road (IL 43) are SRA
routes within the Village of Northbrook's planning area. A
preliminary goal of the SRA program is minimizing disruption to
through traffic flow. How will this impact Northbrook? For
example, there could be many limitations to property access which

in turn, could effect development design alternatives, as well as
existing uses.

The SRA studies focus on the ability to implement the desired
pavement sections. Thus, a key consideration along an SRA route
is roadway right-of-way (ROW). The basic SRA right-of-way along
suburban routes ranges from 120 feet to 150 feet. Where this
ultimate ROW is not attainable, various compromises to the ulti-
mate desired pavement section are considered.

This is one point of the SRA planning process where public input
can be significant. At the public hearing, guestions regarding
factors such as reduced lane widths, speed limits, intersection
operations and property access should be brought to the attention
of the SRA planning team. Reasonable concerns and input could
lead to altering the standard@ IDOT "cookie-cutter"™ approach,
resulting in a much more compatible improvement in terms of its
impact upon Village residents, businesses and patrons.

Finally, the SRA program recommendations should be compared to
and augmented with the Village's Comprehensive Road Improvement
Plan prepared in November, 1990. The information compiled in

this report will provide valuable detailed backup documentation
for many of the generalized SRA recommendations.

GEWALT HAMILTON

ASSOC AT INC,




Consulting Engincers .

3100 Dundee Road, Suite 404
Northbrook, IL 60062
708-272-7750
FAX: 708-272-9582

STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL (SRA) PROGRAM

LAKE-COOK ROAD CORRIDOR BRIEF

INTRODUCTION

The Lake-Cook SRA corridor extends from Rand Road (US 12) on the
west to the Edens Expressway (US 41) on the east. The corridor
has a consistent four-lane divided pavement section virtually
throughout its entire length. Additional through lanes are
provided at the I-294 interchange. Throughout most of the corri-
dor, care has been taken to limit cross-streets and access inter-

sections. This has helped minimize the number of potential
vehicle conflict points.

There are three (3) projects currently planned to enhance opera-
tional efficiency and safety. The first is a diamond interchange
at Milwaukee Avenue (Il 21) with no disruptions to through traf-
fic on Lake-Cook. The other two projects involve railroad grade
separations at the METRA Milwaukee (west of Waukegan Road) and
C&NW lines (west of Skokie Road).

ROUTE CHARACTERISTICS

The segment of Lake-Cook Road which most effects the Village of
Northbrook lies between Milwaukee Avenue (Il 21) on the west and
the Edens Expressway (US 41) on the east. Current traffic levels
are fairly consistent throughout this segment, with a range of
about 35,000 to 44,000 vehicles per day. The heaviest traveled
segment is focused on the Tri-State Tollway (I-294)/Edens Spur
employment node. Future projections for the Year 2010 Planning
horizon suggest that traffic volumes will grow to between 50,000

and 58,000 vehicles per day, which relates to an approxlmate 35
percent increase.

The SRA report and the Village's Comprehensive Road Improvement
Plan suggest that six through lanes (three in each direction)
will ultimately be needed throughout the Northbrook area. Dual
left turn lanes and right turn lanes will also be needed at major
intersections.

GEWALT HAMILTON

1—';l|\|C
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Additional roadway right-of-way (ROW) will be needed at all major
signalized intersections and may be difficult to acquire in the
commercial areas near Waukegan Road (Il 43) and Skokie Road. For
example, 40 feet of additional ROW is needed on the south side of
Lake-Cook at Waukegan, which will take 50 to 100 parking spaces

from Deerbrook Mall and in particular, the restaurant in the
southwest corner.

COMMENTARY

The capacity of the existing four lane divided pavement is de-
pendent in part on the intensity of adjacent uses and cross
traffic activity. This suggests that the segment of Lake-Cook
between Pfingsten and Waukegan will have a lower capacity than
areas west of Pfingsten. West of Pfingsten, Lake-Cook Road can
accommodate about 40,000 vehicles per day. Between Pfingsten and
Wwaukegan, the capacity is reduced to about 30,000 to 35,000
vehicles per day. East of Waukegan, the capacity increases again
to about 40,000 vehicles per day.

Based on the above, it appears that through lane improvements are
already needed throughout the corridor. However, it should be
remembered that there are several factors which may effect the

current travel patterns, as well as the 2010 traffic projections.
These factors include:

1. The success of Lake-Cook corridor Transportation Management
Association (TMA) in encouraging ride-sharing and alternate
travel modes and the impacts of the Clean Air legislation on
vehicle reduction for larger employers.

2. Complete the interchange to provide access to/from the north
on I-294 at Lake-Cook Road.

3. Construction of the new METRA commuter rail station near
Pfingsten Road.

4. Provision of new rail service by the RTA (eg. Skokie Swift
extension, EJ&E, etc.) along the Lake-Cook corridor.

5. The potential for Personal Rapid Transit (PRT) along the
corridor which would link the employee and business centers.

6. Allowing the eastbound to northbound left turn movement from
the I-94 exit ramp to Waukegan Road.

7. Lake-Cook Road access to/from the east on the Edens Spur.

Several locations for such a connection have been consid-
ered.



The last project listed, a connection to the Edens Spur, may be
the most effective strategy in reducing traffic on Lake-Cook Road
east of I-294, by intercepting regional trips destined to the
Edens. For example, the Lake~Cook ramps at US 41 currently carry
an estimated 12,000 to 15,000 vehicles per day. If two-thirds of
these trips originate west of I-294, the Edens Spur ramps could
intercept about 10,000 daily vehicles that, otherwise, would
utilize Lake-Cook Road.

The resulting dramatic trip reduction would postpone the need for
additional through lanes along the entire section east of I-294.
Rather, selected intersection improvements (eg. dual left turn
lanes) could enhance the remaining through and local trips.
However, it should be noted that even the reduced Year 2010
volumes would eventually warrant six through lanes unless suffi-
cient reductions are accounted for from the other factors listed
(car-pooling, transit, etc).

Finally, the impact of through lane and turn lane inmprovements
along Lake-Cook Road can be "softened" by reducing lane widths.
For example, use of eleven foot lanes (instead of twelve) at Il
43 will reduce the pavement width on the west side by nine feet
or almost the width of an entire travel lane. This in turn will
help minimize the amount of ROW needed.

SUMMARY

The strong possibilities for trip reduction along Lake-Cook in
Northbrook will help delay the need for the ultimate six through
lanes throughout the corridor. Studies should be done to deter-
mine how many trips an Edens Spur connection at Huehl would
attract. This project should be encouraged by all affected
communities (eg. Northbrook, Deerfield, and Highland Park).

Should the number of existing and future trips not be reduced
adequately, pressure will mount to provide the ultimate six
through lane desired pavement section on Lake-Cook. If the
improvements are not implemented, the traffic impacts on other
routes in Northbrook could be substantial. In particular, use of

Dundee Road (Il 68) and Techny Road would increase, as drivers
look to alternate routes.
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A SUMMARY OF THE PALATINE/WILLOW ROAD
STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL (SRA) STUDY
AS IT IMPACTS THE
VILLAGE OF NORTHBROOK

What is e Strategic Regional Arterial?

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) recently authorized the study of a
series of major roads, referred to as Strategic Regional Arterials (SRA's), in the
Chicago metropolitan area. The attached Figure 1.1 from the Willow Road SRA
Report depicts 1340-mile network of roads comprising the Strategic Regional Arterial
system. The Village of Northbrook has three (3) SRA’s running through its corporate
limits: (a) Lake-Cook Road; (b) Willow Road; and (c) Waukegan Road. The Village of
Northbrook is also bounded on three sides by major expressways: the Edens
Expressway, the Edens Spur and the [-294 Tollway.

According to IDOT, the Strategic Regional Arterial system has been developed in
order to:

1. "Improve regional mobility by providing a comprehensive network of
arterial routes designed to carry significant volumes of long-distance
traffic through the region;

2. Complement the regional transit and bighway facilities by providing access
for regional trips on these facilities; and

3 Provide for long-distance travel to supplement the regional expressway
system.” (Source: Palatine/Willow Rd. SRA Report)

In other words, since it will be not be possible to widen existing expressways or build
necw cxpressways to bandle the projected travel demands of the region, this traffic is
expected to use major local roads, such as Lake Cook Road and Willow Road. The
purpose of the SRA studies, thercfore, is to try and maintain the capacity of these
Strategic Regional Artcrials by preserving the necessary public right-of-way,
restricting direct access to the routes, and planning the future road improvements to
these routes.

Summary of Palatine/Willow Road SRA Recommendations

The Village of Northbrook, in late-April, 1992, reccived a copy of the "Draft
Palatine/Willow Road SRA Report®, prepared for IDOT by Haralnd Bartholomew &
Associates. The draft report will be the subject of a public bhearing to be sponsored
by IDOT on May 20, 1992.

The Palatine/Willow Road SRA Report defines the western limits of the "study arca®
for the report as U.S. Route 14 (Northwest Highway), and the eastern limits as
Interstate 94 (the Edens Expressway). The report further divides the Palatine/Willow
Road SRA into four (4) functional scgments. The attached Figure 2.2, from the SRA
Report, depicts the four segments, and also illustrates the projected traffic to be
using the Palatine/Willow Road corridor in the Year 2010, Two of thesc segments
have a significant impact on the Viliage of Northbrook transportation system:
Segment 3, running from 1-294 to Waukegan Road; and Segment 4, extending from
Waukegan Road to 1-94,



Proposed Improvements: I-294 to Wavkegan Rd (Segment 3)

This portion of Willow Road, referred to as Segment 3 (sec the attached Figure
38 from the SRA Report), carried between 25,500 (at Waukegan Rd.) and 44,300
(at 1-294) vehicles per day in 1990. This scgment of Willow Road is also
adjacent to a large number of existing residential subdivisions within the
Villages of Northbrook and Glenview. The Villages of Glenview and
Northbrook have already agreed to restrict access and limit the intensity of
future development along much of this segment by adopting the Willow Road
Corridor Agregment in March, 1990.

The SRA Report recommends that this section of Willow Road be widened from
the existing four-lane divided road section (two lanes in each direction) to a six-
lane divide road (three lanes in cach direction). The attached Figure 3.9 from
the SRA Report illustrates the "typical cross section” of the road along this
segment. These improvements are, generally, anticipated to be accommodated
within the existing right-of-way, west of the Chicago North Western Railroad
right-of-way; however, some right-of-way acquisition may be needed at major
intersections.

It should be noted that the Report recommends the use of 11-foot wide travel
lanes, rather than the "standard™ 12-feoot lames, in order to remain within the
existing right-of-way. The improvements would result in an 8-foot wide arca,
measured from the edge of pavement to the lot line of adjoining properties. The
8-foot wide area would include sidewalk and a 1.5-foot curb and gutter section.
No information has yet been provide concerning possible sound barriers or other

screcning and buffering measures that might be needed to protect existing
homes. .

Additional right-of-way must be acquired or dedicated along the section of road
between the Chicago North Western Railroad right-of-way and Waukegan Road.
Much of this land has already becn reserved for future dedication as part of the
Techny Annexation Agreement. In addition to the road widening, mentioned
above, there are two major railroad crossing bridges, and a bridge over the West
Fork of the North Branch of the Chicago River which will need to widened (see
the attached Map D-3 from the SRA Report) to accommodate the widening of
Willow Road through this segment.

Proposed Improvements: Waukegan Rd. to the Edens Expressway (Segmeat 4)

Although this segment of the SRA is not within the Village, the improvements
planned for the section of Willow Road between Waukegan Road and the Edens
Expressway will have a significant impact on traffic within the Northbrook. In
1990, this two-lane segment of Willow Road, lying entircly within the corporate
limits of the Village of Northfield, carried an average of 27,000 to 28,100
vehicles per day.

The SRA Report recommends that this segment of Willow Road be widened to a
four-lane (two lanes in each direction) divided roadway (see the attached Figure
39, from the SRA Report). These improvements are planued to be
accommodated within the existing 100-foot right-of-way. This typical road
section allows a 20-foot area between the edge of pavement and the adjoining

property line. The attached Map D-4 from the SRA Report depicts the
recommended improvements.



Other Recommendations ol SRA Report

One of the important findings made by the consultants when preparing the SRA
Report for Palatine/Willow Road was the fact that additional interchanges were
needed along 1-294 in the vicinity of Glenview, Northbrook and Deerficld. The
consultants have indicated that they believe one of the reasons the Willow
Road/1-294 intersection is so overloaded is due to the fact that this is the only
*full interchange” (able to accommodate all turning movements) between
Dempster Street and Route 22 in Lake County, a distance of approximately 12
miles. Providing additional or enhanced interchanges at such locations as Golf,
Lake-Cook and Deerficld Roads could alleviate congestion at the Willow Road

interchange and provide more efficient traffic patterns for residents throughout
the area. ‘

WMWAMM

The following is a bricf overview of the some of the implications of the SRA Report
on Northbrook and area residents.

1.

Consi With Village Pl

The findings of the Palatine/Willow Road SRA are generally consistent with the
long-term recommendations of the Village Road Improvement Plan, adopted by
the Board of Trustees in November, 1990, The Village Plan also recommends
that Willow Road eventually be widened to a six-lane divided roadway (see the
attached Table 10 from the Village Road Improvement Plan).

The SRA Report goes on to recommend that the Willow Road/Waukegan Road
intersection be improved to accommodate dual left-turn lanes for each *leg” of
the intersection. Dual left-turn lanes are not contemplated for any other major
intersection along the segment from 1-294 to Waukegan. These findings are
consistent with recommendations in the Village Plan.

The SRA Report also recognizes the existing Willow Road Corridor Agreement
between the Village of Northbrook and the Village of Glenview to controls
access to Willow Road and control the inteusity of development along the
corridor. The continued implementation of this agreement will play a
significant role in maintaining the capacity of Willow Road.

) .

One of the most important factors to be considered in reviewing the
Palatine/Willow Road SRA Report is the inter-relationship of the many
programmed road improvements. This is particnlarly important in the case of
the Northbrook/Glenview section of Willow Road.

We have conflrmed with IDOT officials and the consultants preparing the SRA
Report that it would not be practical to widen Willow Road to six lanes through
Northbrook unless and untll Willow Road is (1) widened to st [onr lapes through
Northfield and (2) the three existing bridges on Willow Road between Shermer
Road snd Waukegan Road are widened to accommodsate six through lanes of
traffic. There is currently no money set aside for these bridge widening projects
and, as discussed below, there is strong opposition from the Village of Northfield
to a widening of Willow Road through their community.

-3-



Given the funding problems of the bridge widening projects and the strong
community opposition to a widening of Willow Road through Northfield, it is
recommended that serious consideration be given to possible phased
improvements that could increase the capacity of the road before constructing a
six-lane road section through Northbrook. In particular, the feasibility of first
making improvements to major intersections, such as dual left-turn lanes, and
dedicated right-turn lanes should be evaluated.

3. Need f ate S . { Bufferi

The SRA Report recognizes the fact that the widening of Willow Road will
impact adjacent residential uses, particularly residents of Northbrook and
Glenview, and that some form of fencing or sound barrier may be warranted.
While it is beyond the scope of the SRA Report to recommend specific types of
fencing measures or sound barriers, we believe any detailed plans for widening
Willow Road should utilize fencing or sound barriers, that incorporates guality
materials and design, as well as landscaping appropriate for a resldential area.
The fact the road is a regional arterial should not relieve IDOT from designing
a roadway that is compatible with the existing high-quality residential
environment.

4. S £ vill f Northficld Pasiti I

As noted above, there is continued strong opposition from the Village of
Northfield to widen Willow Road to the proposed four-lane section through that
community. Attached is the resolution recently passed by the Village of
Northfield opposing the proposed road widening. Again, it is considered
impractical to widen Willow Road to six lanes though Northbrook if the road
must "feed into" a two-lane road in Northfield.

Summary .

The Palatine/Willow Road SRA Report is a valuable document for controlling
development along major roads, reserving necessary right-of-way, and planning future
road improvements. The findings of the SRA Report are generally consistent with
the long-term recommendations of the adopted Village Road Improvement Plan, and
are reinforced through the Northbrook/Glenview Willow Road Corridor Agreement.
Several factors should be considered, however, before the SRA Report is finalized
and work progresses on designing specific road improvements for the corridor:

1. Any design of the road and related right-of-way improvements must be
sensitive to the fact that Willow Road passes through an established, high
quality-residential environment. Appropriate landscaping, buffering and
other mitigation measures should be an integral part of any road design.

2. Unless and until fuads are made available for: (a) widening the three
major bridge structures between Shermer Road and Waukegan Road, and
(b) there is an agreement with the Village of Northfield to widen Willow
Road to at least four lanes their community, it is impractical to consider
the widening of Willow Road to six lanes through Northbrook.
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3. If the capacity of Willow Road must be increased before both items
mentioned in #2, above, are completed, improvements to major intersections
should be evaluated in order to relieve congestion and increase *green time”
for through traffic.

If you bhave specific questions regarding the Palatine/Willow Road SRA Report,
prepared for IDOT, you should contact:

Mr. Duane P. Carlson, P.E.

District Engineer

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, Illinois 60196-1096
(708) 705-4095

The Village welcomes the comments and questions of arca residents and businesses.
If you have other questions or comments regarding the Village Comprehensive Road
Improvement Plan, Transportation Impact Fees, or other transportation issues, please
contact the Village of Northbrook Development Department.

(5/6/92)



TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Sandy Frum, Chairperson
3211 Glenbrook Drive
Northbrook, IL 60062

Board of Trustees
272-2816

Michael Lew
2121 Mallard Drive
Northbrook, IL 60062

Plan Commission Chairman
701-5614

A. C. Buehler
2650 Crabtree Lane
Northbrook, IL 60062

Plan Commission
564-8563

Mabel Janke
1556 Chapel Court
Northbrook, IL 60062

Northbrook Safety Commission
272-1061

Robert Stemn
579 Greenwood Road
Northbrook, IL 60062

Safety Commission Chairman
272-2866 or 691-7566

Stephanie Kiefer

Chicago Homebuilders Assoc.
1010 Jorie Blvd., #112

Oak Brook, IL 60521

alternate
990-7575

John Novinson
Village Manager

Thomas R. Poupard
Village Planner

Mark Damisch
1261 Mount Vernon Terrace
Northbrook, IL 60062

Board of Trustees
312-332-2300

Villiam Grams, Exec. Dir.
Chicago Homebuilders Assoc.
1010 Jorie Blvd., Suite 112
Oak Brook, IL 60521

990-7575

Edvard Hogan

Chicago Bldg./Const. Council
130 N, Franklin St.

Chicago, IL 60606

312-372-2049

George Olson

Kahn Realty

3063 Dundee Road
Northbrook, IL 60062

272-7000
Representative from Developers

Association - currently wvacant
due to resignation

ALTERNATES

Ted Trzaskowski

Chicago Bldg./Const. Council
619 East Charles

Arlington Hts., IL 60004

alternate
366-6695

STAFF

Carl Peter
Village Engineer

Wayne Hanson
Director of Development
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Summary of Response Letters
Palatine/Willow Road Strategic Regional Arterial

The following IDOT response letters to selected written statemenis reiterate
the need for the recommended SRA improvements both now and in the future.
As a result of the SRA public involvement process, these affected communities
will be given additional consideration and input into the possible future
implementation of the SRA improvements. As previously stated in the Summary
of Recommendations, the recommended improvements on Palatine/Willow Road
are.

SRA Segment 1: U.S. Route 14 (Northwest Highway) to lllinois Route 53

e Two through lanes in each direction with a 12-foot flush median from U.S.
Route 14 (Northwest Highway) to Williams Drive

¢ Retention of the existing cross-section from Williams Drive to lllinois Route 53
which includes two through lanes in each direction plus frontage roads

SRA Segment 2: lllinois Route 53 to Interstate 294 (Tri-State Tollway)

Ultimate Improvement

¢ Two through lanes in each direction plus one-way frontage roads or three
through lanes in each direction with no frontage roads. Intersection
improvements at Kennicott Avenue, Arlington Heights Road, U.S. Route 12
(Rand Road), Windsor Drive, Schoenbeck Road, Wheeling Road, Sanders
Road and Interstate 294 (Tri-State Tollway)

Post-2010 Improvement
¢ Implementation of an access controlled expressway facility with two through

lanes in each direction plus one-way frontage roads. New grade separations
at Kennicott Avenue, Arlington Heights Road, U.S. Route 12 (Rand Road),
Windsor Drive, Schoenbeck Road, Wheeling Road and Sanders Road

SRA Segment 3: Interstate 294 (Tri-State Tollway) to lllinois Route 43
(Waukegan Road)

e Three through lanes in each direction plus an 18-foot median within existing
100 foot right-of-way betweer Interstate 294 (Tri-State Tollway) and Lehigh
Avenue

¢ Three through lanes in each direction plus a 30-foot median within ultimate
desirable right-of-way width of 150 feet between Lehigh Avenue and lllinois
Route 43 (Waukegan Road)

¢ Intersection improvements at lllinois Route 43 (Waukegan Road)



SRA Segment 4: lllinois Route 43 (Waukegan Road) to Interstate 94 (Edens
Expressway)

¢ Two through lanes in each direction plus a 12-foot flush median within the
existing right-of-way
¢ Extend signal interconnect from Northfield Road to Old Willow Road in

Segment 3
e Structure modification at the Main Fork of the North Branch of the Chicago

River
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PALATINE/WILLOW ROAD
SECTION 4: Public involvement

4.4 NEWSLETTERS

A semi-monthly newsletter was prepared and distributed to members of the Palatine/Willow Road
SRA Advisory Panel. This newsletter, called the 8potlight, was designed to inform Panei
members about the SRA study and its progress. Included in the newsletter were articles concerning
topics and issues of general interest for the SRA system, as well as articles covering particular aspects
of the Palatine/Willow Road study. In addition, a Question and Answer section addressed specific
concerns about Palatine/Willow Road in relation to the SRA study.

Copies of all seven issues of the Bp otlight prepared for the Palatine/Willow Road SRA Advisory
Panel are contained in the following pages.
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NO. 1

AUGUST, 1990

S

Q/A

PALATINE/WILLOW ROAD ADVISORY PANEL

THE SRA PROJECT

The Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA)
system is a 1,340 mile network of
existing roads in the Northeastern Illi-
nois region. They create a network of
146 routes which is to act as a second
tier to the expressway system, Routes
are found in urban, suburban and rural
areas. They carry a large volume of
long haul automabile and commercial
traffic.

The SRA system is defined in the
2010 Transportation System Develop-
ment Plan. The Plan was adopted by
the Chicago Area Transportation Study
(CATS) and the Northeastern lllinois
Planning Commission (NIPC).

The SRA system is one response to
mounting traffic congestion through-
out the region. CATS estimates travel
in the year 2010 will be 23 percent
more than it was in 1980. Meeting the
2010 needs is the goal of the study.

Historically, some arterial roads have
accommodated regional travel. Roads
such as Mitwaukee Avenue in the north,
Rand Road in the northwest, Harlem
Avenue to the south, and the east-west
North Avenue were the regional travel
routes before the expressways. Oth-
ers, such as Lake-Cook Road and Ran-
dall Road offer continuous stretches of
roadway which lend themselves to long
distance travel. These are the roads
which are becoming the most con-
gested with regional travelers. The

llinois Department of Transportation
(IDOT) and local governments have
identified over 1,300 miles of these ar-
terials.

The primary purpose of the study is
to answer the following question:

What can be done to make
this existing arterial street system
function as efficiently as possible?

The search for answers to this
question yields the following topics:

¢ The desirable SRA route design;
¢ The appropriate level of service;

¢ Interrelationship of arterials within
the SRA system;

¢ Methods to reduce delay;

e Appropriate locations for road-
way widening;

¢ Existing and needed right-of-way;

{Continued on page 4)
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SRA ONE PART OF
OPERATION GREEN LIGHT

SRA is one part of a much larger
project to address traffic congestion:
Operation Green Light. Other activi-
ties include:

Develop Major Transit/High-
way Facilities: This element will
contribute to freeway and transit proj-
ects in the 2010 Plan. Also, it will
begin engineering studies and pre-
serve right-of-way for future routes.

improve Other Key Arterial
Roadways: If the SRA network is to
carry regional traffic, the remaining
roadways must play a more important
role in carrying local traffic. This ele-
ment will address improvements that
will make them more efficient.

Identify Strategic Transit Im-
provements: There are two goals
for this element. This element will
work to make transit more convenient
and swift. Also, it will encourage more
pedestrian and bicycle routes.

Improve Freeway Traffic Man-
agement: Information about acci
dents and blocked lanes is available
almost immediately. This element will
develop ways to provide this informa-
tion to other drivers and to emergency
personnel more quickly. Other priori-
ties are controlling the rate at which
vehicles enter the freeway and con-
tinuing the installation new toll collec-
tion equipment.

Improve Arterial Traffic Man-
agement; (ke freeways, better in-
formation systems for these routes
will reduce congestion. Providing this

information to individual drivers will
require sophisticated systems. New
equipment for private cars is being
tested. Traffic signal networks are
also very important. SRA will address
these same topics.

Reduce Demand for Highway
Use: This element examines ways to
reduce the number of vehicles on the
road, particularly at rush hours. In-
creasing the number of people in each
vehicle is the purpose of most strate-

gies. Sharing rides and taking mass
transit are ways that workers could
help. Businesses could offer preferred
parking to people sharing rides and
support the costs of sharing rides. This
element also encourages shifting work
schedules.

Increase Environmental Con-
sideration: Studies of ways to re-
duce noise and air pollution, to im-
prove the appearance of roads, and to
increase cooperation among local gov-
ernments are all part of this element.

OPERATION GREENLIGHT
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STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIALS
AND THE ROADWAY HIERARCHY

The Strategic Regional
Arterial will be a new kind
of road - an arterial that
takes on some of the func-
tions of an expressway.
This is how it fits into a
conventional roadway hi-
erarchy.

Freeway: The function of a free-
way is to provide regional transporta-
tion for large volumes of traffic over
long distances. There is no parking on
a freeway. Access is controlled by on-
and offramps that are generally spaced
at least a mile apart. Distance or
height often separate the freeway from
the land around it. Expressway, super-
highway, parkway, and tollway are all
terms used to describe freewaydike
roads.

OTHER ARTERIAL
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Strategic Regional Arterial
{SRA): A second tier to the freeway
system. These routes were selected
because they carry, or are projected to
carry, large volumes of long haul traf-
fic. As a group, they form a network
that can carry such traffic to and from
locations the freeway system cannot.
They can also handle some of the
overflow from the freeway system.
Because of their strategic importance
to regional travelers, IDOT and CATS
are working to insure they receive
needed improvements. Recommen-
dations concerning parking, access,
traffic control, transit, land additions
and intersection widenings are ex-
amples of typical improvements.

Arterial: An arterial has two func-
tions. The primary purpose of an arte-
rial road is to carry traffic within the
region. Secondly, it serves the homes
and businesses along it. Parking is
sometimes allowed, especially in older
commercial centers. Other streets and
the properties along it are directly con-
nected. Usually, the roadway is not
separate from the land around it.

Collector: The collector street di-
rects traffic from local streets to arteri-
als or local destinations such as shop-
ping, schools, and offices. The collec-
tor looks like the arterial, but it covers
less distance, so it carries less regional
traffic.

Local: A local street provides
access to property. Moving traffic is a
secondary function. Local streets route
traffic onto a collector or arterial street
as quickly as possible. Parking is usu-
ally allowed.
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THE SRA PROJECT
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

® Methods to increase capacity
without widening the roadway;

® Integration of surrounding de-
velopment;

® Frequency and design of access
points {(medians, curb cuts, driveways);

® The role of traffic signals;

® Accommodation of vehicles other
than cars including mass transit, trucks,
construction vehicles, emergency ve-
hicles, and pedestrians;

® Parking;

® Pedestrian safety and conven-
ience; and

* Environmental impact.
There are two parts to the study.

The purpose of Part One is to provide
standards that address identified is-

sues. It will define existing and desir-
able roadway characteristics for ur-
ban, suburban, and rural segments of
the system; and offer techniques for
addressing special circumstances. In
Part Two, SRA roadway designers will
be able to use these recommendations
and technigues to reduce congestion
on the SRA system.

The study of all 1,340 miles of SRA
routes is divided into five phases. The
concepts and standards developed will
be applied to the first 250 miles of
specific SRA routes. These routes are
now under study. The routes selected
for this first phase reflect the variety of
route types from the very rural IL 64
near DeKalb County to the very urban
Michigan Avenue. The resultant plans
for each of the routes will include both
short and long term improvements.
The second set of roadways will be
under study by January 1991 and
another set each year after that until
the entire system is complete.

Palatine/Willow SRA Route

The future traffic demand projected
for each route will depend more on
planned land development and rede-
velopement and travel times than on
the specific cross-section of the road-
way. The study will suggest alterna-
tives for improving each route. From
the various alternatives, a desirable
roadway design will be selected on the
basis of efficiency, cost, environmental
impact, and local development priori-
ties.

By January 1992, each Advisory
Panel will have reviewed alternatives
for its route, have offered its sugges-
tions, and have seen the final study
results. A public meeting will have
been held for each route segment.
Each route will have a prioritized list of
projects and activities for route im-
provements. This list will be a part of
a final written report. The recom-
mended physical improvements could
then proceed to conventional Phase |
engineering and design studies.

Palatine Rd
SEELAREE
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ARTERIAL
ANSWERS

Arterial Answers will be a regular feature of this newsletter.
Please use the form at the end of the column to send us your
questions in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator. We will
see that you receive an answer.

The topics in this column arose at the first meeting of the
Advisory Panel for this and other routes.

What are the duties of the Ad-
visory Panel and when during the
study is it scheduled to meet?

The Panel is responsible for review-
ing and commenting on the study
recommendations and conclusions. The
Panel will meet with the consultants
two additional times during the study:
once to review alternatives for the
routes {Fall or Winter 1990} and once
before the public hearing (Summer
through Winter 1991).

Will this route be the only one
considered at the public hear-
ing?

Yes. There will be one public hear-
ing for each route segment delegated
to an advisory panel,

What is the format for the pub-
lic hearing?

The public hearing will be an open
house. Alternative route proposals and
final recommendations will be on dis-
play. Chicago Area Transportation
Study (CATS), lllinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), and Harland
Bartholomew and Associates, Inc. (HBA)
staff will be available to answer ques-
tions and a court reporter will be pres-
ent to take formal statements for the
record.

Who should be on the Advi-
sory Panel?

In addition to those government
representatives invited to the initial
meeting, the panel may wish to add
representatives from businesses and
community organizations along the
route.

Will the consultants be avail-
ableto meetseparately with rep-
resentatives of all the communi-
ties along the route?

No. The Advisory Panels are the
only formal community contact included
within the contract for the consultant
services. HBA does plan ta meet infor-
mally with community officials as
needed to gather information and
identify local concerns.

How many years will it take to
study all the SRA routes?

The SRA routes are planned to be
studied in five groups over a five year
period.

Will the study set the design
standard for the roadway?

Yes. The study will provide goals,
such asintersection improvements and
traffic signalization, to work toward.

Will the study account for the
differences along the route (such
as industial areas versus residen-
tial areas) orwillthere be a single
standard for the proposed im-
provements along the route?

(Continued on Page 6)
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ARTERIAL ANSWERS

{CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5)

Each segment of the route will be
designed separately, so the study can
respond to changes in land use along
the route.

Will the study address current
IDOT standards for roadway de-
sign?

Yes. HBA will review the IDOT stan-
dards and recommend what changes
may be appropriate for SRA routes.

Will a Level of Service Stan-
dard be a desirable character-
istic of each roadway?

Yes. A Level of Service (L.0.5.)
Standard (how freely traffic should
flow) will be a goal for each segment
of the route.

How will the study address rail
transportation?

Grade separations will be consid-
ered for all points at which a rail line
crosses the SRA. The study will also
work to improve access to commuter
rail stations.

Must all routes be studied
before any improvements can be
made?

No. The five year capital improve-
ments plan can include new projects
as soon as each phase of the study is
complete.

How does other work on this
route, such as studies for the
Techny land and recent construc-
tion, relate to this study?

This study will consider funded
improvements and the conclusions and
recommendations of other studies to
be existing conditions of the roadway.
Recommendations of this study may
include additional improvements.

Are local community goals im-
portant to the study? Does the
Adyvisory Panel share responsibil-
ity for making recommendations?

We are looking to the Advisory
Panels to keep open the lines of com-
munication. In the end, however, it
will be IDOT who has the responsibility
to determine the final recommenda-
tions. Keep those questions com-
ing! They will help us understand what
your concerns and goals are.

MILESTONES

e January 29, 1990
SRA Project Began

e March ¢, 1990
First AQvisory
Panel Meeting

e April 16, 1990
Draft Part One
Design Concept

Report Submitfed
for review

¢ October 1990
Final Part One
Design Concept
Report

response.

Do you have questions about the Strategic Regional Arterials Plan? Is |
there something you would like to contribute? Use this form, or another |
sheet of paper (as many as you like), and send them to your Advisory |
Panel Coordinator listed below. We'll see that you get an answer or |

Please send to:

Bill Duggan
1616 E. Golf Rd.
Des Plaines, IL 60016

|
|
|
|
|
i
i
|
i
i
1
i
|
i
i
1
i
i
i
i
i
i
I (708) 296-9200
i
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SRA SPOTLIGHT

is published by:
The Illinois Department of
Transportation

edited by:

Harland Bartholomew & Assoc., Inc.

for:
The Strategic Regional Arterials Plan

Advisory Panel

Chairman
Richart T. Falcone
President, Northbrook

Members
Rober! Hedrick
Cook County Hwy. Dept.

Willarm O. Maki
President, Ardington Helghts

Jerry Meyer
Mayor, Prospect Heights

Gregory Solberg
Trustee, Paiatine,

Richard Rleser
President, Northfleid

Shella H. Schultz
President, Wheeling

James W, Smires
President, Glenview

Advisor
Bill Battutis
Lake-Cook TMA

For more information,
please contact:

Bill Duggan

1616 Golf Rd.

Des Plaines, IL 60016
(708) 296-9200

A LOOK AT THE
SPOTLIGHT

The SRA Spotlight is a
newsletter about the Strategic
Regional Arterial system study.

Each segment of the system has
its own edition published once every
other month. This first issue will go to
all members of the Advisory Panel and
any others who were on the mailing
list. Please use the form below to
change your address or add others to
the mailing list.

mailing list:

Name

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add
someone to our mailing list? If so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your

The purpose of the Spotlightis toin-
form Panel members about progress in
the study and to respond to their ques-
tions and comments. There will be
regular features including the Mile-
stones and Arterial An-
swers. Arterial Answars
will respond to Panel member ques-
tions. Please use the form at the end
of Arterial Answers tosub-
mit your questions and comments about
the SRA and the Spotlight.

Title/Organization

Street

City

State Zip

Send to: SRA SPOTLIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator
whose address is shown at the bottom of the box to your left.




5

SRA SPOTLIGHT

STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIALS PLAN
Postage

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

District One
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, lllinois 60196-1096



NO. 2 OCTOBER, 1990

e

V4

(57 24 _SPOTLIGHT

PALATINE/WILLOW ROAD ADVISORY PANEL

ROUTE TYPES DESIGNATED

The Chicago AreaTransportation ROUTE TYPES
Study (CATS)and the llfinois Department ' ‘
of Transportation (IDOT) have designated

road types on the SIRA. These designa-
tions will help identify such things as the right-of-
way width, number of lanes, and type of signals that
could be desirable for each route. I

McHenry

SRA routes are found in urban, suburban, and
rural areas. Urban routes are concentrated in the * Kane
City of Chicago and adjacent suburbs. Suburban
routes include most of suburban Cook County, all of
DuPage County, and the contiguous parts of Lake,
Kane, McHenry and Will Counties. The routes
furthest from the City of Chicago are Rural.

-(.Irban

5] Suburban
Designations are based on the number of ] rurat bR
households per acre projected for 2010. Some —‘
routes do not appear as intensely developed today will '
as they wilt by 2010. Where household densities ;]{ ]
are projected to be less than or equal to one half per e
acre, the area is designated rural. Suburban areas L

are expected to experience densities between one
half and five households per acre by 2010. Over five

households per acre by 2010 is considered to be an urban area. Each area
represents the general trend within a given region not the growth rate of a
particular community. This allows some “smoothing” of designation, so that
the different types are not mixed together.

Palatine/Willow has been desig-
nated as a Suburban route. The ulti-
mate 2010 desirable characteristics for
a Suburban route could include:

Some routes offer segments which appear more intensely developed
than their designation. One such segment might be the part of Milwaukee
Road that passes through central Libertyville. These segments will be consid-
ered as special circumstances in the intensive analysis which follows the
route’s preliminary designation. These special segments can be improved in
ways which would not be proposed for the normal segments.

® A 120 to150 foot right-of-way,

¢ Three lanes for through traffic
in each direction,

(Continued on page 3}
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Please use the form at the back of the newsletter to send
us your questions in care of your Advisory Panel
Coordinator. We will see that you receive an answer.

What is the right-of-way?

Right-of-way (ROW) is the amount
of land set aside for the roadway. It
usually appears as a long narrow corri-
dor and also includes land for such
things as intersections, turn bays, and
on-/off-ramps.

Is the ROW always the same
width as the actual road?

No. Often more land is available
than is needed for the existing pave-
ment. This allows the road to be wid-
ened later when needed.

How do you find out where the
ROW ends and private property
begins?

There are maps in each county re-
corder’s office that show exactly where
the ROW is. These maps are impor-
tant, because sometimes private prop-
erty owners have built within the ROW.

About how wide are most
ROW’s on Palatine/Willow?

Except for segments of Palatine
Road between IL 53 and -294, most
ROW's are about 100 feet wide.

Are there many segments
where the roadwayls not 100feet
wide?

No. Most of these segments are
associated with the junior expressway.

Are these segments wider or
narrower than most?

Wider. The intersections with Ar-
lington Heights Road and Rand Road
are about 200 feet wide. The ROW
expands before Arlington Heights and
narrows again after Rand. Such awide
ROW would seemn to indicate that early
planners intended this segment to
become a grade separation.

The remaining roadway between
Rohlwing and IL21 {Milwaukee Road)
varies between 110 and 180 feet. The
variation appears to be designed to
accommodate the frontage roads,
access ways, interchanges, and over-
passes that make up the junior express-
way.

SIGNAL TIMING
AND
COORDINATION

Properly timed and coordinated
traffic signals is a cost effective tech-
nique that can greatlyimprove the flow
of traffic on SRA routes.

When a series of signals is coordi-
nated, thereis a window of time during
which cars can drive through the sys-
tem without stopping. Once the driver
passes through the first light in the
series, chances are very good that the
driver will be able to drive through the
rest of the signals in the series without
having to stop. In this manner, the
optimal flow of traffic along the SRA
can be achieved.

Usually this is achieved by linking
neighboring signals to a master signal.
The master controller signals the other
traffic signal controllers when to start
their cycles. On SRA routes, signals
within one-half mile of each other should
be properly timed and coordinated.

Waiting at a traffic signal costs driv-
ers time, gasoline, and patience. idling
cars add to noise and air pollution.
Uncoordinated traffic signals can actu-
ally compound congestion.

In this area, the lllinois Department
of Transportation {(IDOT) has a Signal
Coordination and Timing {SCAT) pro-
gram. During 1988 and 1989, 25
signal timings were implemented un-
der the SCAT program. Examples of
SCAT systems on SRA routes are Mik
waukee Avenue in Libertyville, Pros-
pect Heights and Niles, Willow Road at
the Tri-State, and two segments of
Lincoln Highway.

{Continued on page 3)
Page 2
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ROUTES

SIGNALS

{Con't from page 1)

A raised median 18 feet wide,
Curbs and gutters,

Sidewalks where appropriate,
No parking on the street,
Synchronized traffic signals at
arterial and collector streets,
and

® Dual left turn bays at major
intersections.

Segments which are considered
to offer special circumstances include
the intersections at Arlington Heights
and Rand Roads, the junior express-
way between Rand Road and Wheel-
ing Road, and the segment between
Waukegan Road and the Edens. The
Arlington Heights and Rand Roads inter-
sections have experienced an unusual
number of accidents in recent years as
have the intersections on the junior
expressway. The last segment is more
narrow than is desirable for a Subur-
ban route. Alternatives for these seg-
ments will be presented at the next
Advisory Committee Meeting. This
meeting is tentatively scheduled for
November. Your Advisory Panel Coor-
dinator wilt contact you concerning the
meeting arrangements.

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add someone to our
mailing list? if so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your mailing list:

Name

{Con't from page 2)

The Libertyville system is south of
the downtown area. It contains five
intersections from Greentree Parkway
to Park Avenue. Average travel speeds
increased as much as eight miles per
hour. During evening rush hour, collec-
tive fuel consumption was reduced by
over 100 gallons and vehicles were
delayed 52 hours less than they would
have been if the signals had not been
coordinated.

The Prospect Heights system in-
cludes intersections from Des Plaines
River Road to the Palatine Road inter-
change. While travel speeds did not
increase as much as in Libertyville, fuel
consumption decreased by 600 gallons
each noon rush hour. Evening rush
hour delay was reduced by 80 hours.
The Niles system is saving motorists
almost 63 hours each evening rush
hour, Wiliow Road system over 200
hours, and the two systems along the
Lincoln Highway over 170 hours. As
long as these systems are periodically
restudied to assure they are timed to
handle current traffic patterns, these
systems will continue to save time and
money.

Street

City State

Zip

Send to: BRA SPOTUGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator whose address
is shown at the bottorn of the box to your left.
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MILESTONES

e January 29, 1990
SRA Project Began

e March 9, 1990
First Advisory
Panel Meeling

* August, 1990
Final Draft Part One
Design Concept
Report

e October 1990
Pre-Final Part One
Design Concept
Report

e January 1991
Final Part One
Design Concept
Report
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Do you have questions about the Strategic Regional Arterials Plan? Is there
something you would like to contribute? Use this form, or another sheet of paper
{as many as you like), and send them to your Advisory Panel Coordinator listed
below. We'll see that you get an answer or response.

Name
Please send to:

Rita Athas, Executive Director
NW Municipal Conference
10 S. Emerson St.

Mt. Prospect, IL 60056
(708) 253-6323
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ADVISORY PANEL REVIEWS ROUTE CONCEPTS

= wm we SEGMENT ONE

snuxwmwe SEGMENT TWO

Transit

Rofll
Meadgvgs

The second Palatine/Willow Strate-
gic Regional Arterial (SRA} Advisory
Panel meeting was held on November
15, 1990 at the Northbrook Village Fire
Department. At the meeting the Il
nois Department of Transportation
(IDOT} and its consultant, Harland
Bartholomew & Associates (HBA),
presented the preliminary analysis for
the Palatine/Willow SRA route. Pre-
liminary analysis included applying the
desirable suburban SRA route charac-
teristics to Palatine/Willow and identi
fying both the impacts and some alter-
natives to those impacts.

The desirable configuration for a
suburban SRA route includes three lanes
of through traffic in each direction, a
raised median 18 feet wide thatcan be
widened at major intersections to ac-

commodate right and dual left turn
lanes, sidewalks, and such appurte-
nances as curbs and gutters. (Please
see the October 1990 issue of the
Spotlight for a more complete
explanation of the route types.) Ex-
pected traffic projections for parts of
Palatine/Willow in the year 2010 are
considerably above what can be ac-
commodated on the desirable SRA cross
section .

Three alternatives have been de-
veloped for evaluation along the most
heavily traveled segments of Palatine/
Willow. The segments are:

e |llincis Route 53 to Milwaukee
Avenue (lllinois 21), shown as
Segment One on the map, and

® Milwaukee Avenue (lllinois 21} to
1-294, shown as Segment Two, on the
map.

Underlying each alternative design
is the principle that the roadway should
be consistent within a segment.

Alternative A is an eight lane arte-
rial roadway along Segments One and
Two. Within the existing right-of-way
would be four through lanes in each
direction and an 18 foot median. The
roadway would be very similar to Pala-
tine Road between Windsor Drive and
Schoenbeck Road, except that the ex-
isting frontage roads would be elimi-
nated. All eight lanes would be for
through traffic.

{Continued on page 3)



ARTERIAL
ANSWERS

Can the interchange with |-
294 be modified to handle traffic
onto the expressway more effi-
ciently?

Alternatives A and C would provide
one additional lane in each direction
west of the interchange which could
reduce congestion caused by vehicles
waiting to enter the tollway. The prob-
lem of congestion at this interchange
will be examined as part of the remain-
der of the study.

What accommodations for
transit are there?

Development is too close to the
edge of the right-of-way to allow for a
separate lane for transit vehicles.
However, express bus service is included
as a desirable characteristic for this
route.

A right-of-way of 150 feet is being
studied for the Techny segment. This
width is expected to allow adequate
pulloff space for transit vehicles in
addition to merging and turning lanes

for Techny traffic. Further study will be
directed towards identifying suitable
off-route hubs for express bus services.
Such hubs might be at Techny or the
new Metra station proposed for the
Milwaukee line.

Are the final recommendations
likely to include an immediate
expansion to 120 feet for all rights-
of-way?

No. Four segments have less than
120 feet of right-of-way, so are of par-
ticular concern:

e Between Northwest Highway (U.S.
14) and Rohlwing;

e Through the Forest Preserve east
of Milwaukee Avenue {IL-21);

® Through the Village of Northbrook;
and

® Through the Village of Northfield.

This project will be coordinated with
the Forest Preserve staff, and the Vil
lages of Palatine, Northbrook, and
Northfield to discuss how traffic might
be accommodated in the right-of-way,
especially during the rush hour periods.

Is it not true that when roads
are improved they simply attract
mote traffic? K these routes are
loft as they are, will vehicles not
simply find another route?

As long as the road system is inade-
quate to accommodate all the traffic
that uses it, there will be congested
streets. While it is possible to improve
the flow of traffic on the road, it is not
possible to control how many drivers
use the roads or which roads they use.

Drivers will tend to choose the route
which takes the least time to travel
from origin to destination. For longer
trips, that route will usually be an ex-
pressway or arterial. If, however, a
route is congested, drivers may choose
residential collector and local streets
over detouring to another arterial. This
is especially likely if the residentia! streets
are reasonably parallel to the arterial or
equally suitable for accomplishing the
trip.

For example, westbound rush hour
traffic through Northfield can choose
to travel Old Willow from the Edens to
Sunset Ridge Road if Willow Road is
too congested. With some improve-
ments, Old Willow might carry such
traffic, but is now a quiet residential
street. Deferred improvements to
Willow would increase the pressure on
Old Willow and such streets as Bosworth
Lane.

Page 2
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ROUTE ALTERNATIVES

{Con't from page 1}

For Alternative A other major im-
provements to Segment One of Pala-
tine Road include:

¢ Modification of the interchange
with 1L.53 to accommodate a
change from four to eight lanes;

® Coordination of traffic signals and
redesign of intersections at Arling-
ton Heights, Rand, and Arlington
Heights at Rand to improve traffic
flow and reduce accident poten-
tial: and

® Removal of the grade separations
at Eimhurst Road (IL-83) and Wolf
Road and replacement with at-
grade intersections.

ARternative B calls for a continu-
ation of the existing junior expressway
design along Segment One. Other
major improvements to this segment
of Palatine Road include:

® interchange at Rand Road and
Arlington Heights Road; and

e Grade separations at Windsor
Drive, Schoenbeck Road and
Wheeling Road.

in Altemative B, Segment Two would
be modified to have six through lanes
in each direction to accommodate the
travel demand between 1-294 and
Milwaukee Avenue.

Alternative C calls for a six lane
freeway along Segment One. There
would be no frontage roads and access
to Palatine Road would be permitted
only at interchange locations such as
Eimhurst Road, Wolf Road, and MiF
waukee Avenue. The intersections with
Rand Road and Arlington Heights Road

would also become part of an inter-
change and would be connected by a
local frontage roads. Railroad grade
separations would be widened to six
lanes.

Alternative C would require addi
tional right-of-way for each interchange.
Access would be severed for those
business and residences that use the
frontage road. Under this alternative,
Segment Two would be modified toan
eight lane arterial, so it could carry a
traffic volume similar to the freeway.

Additional improvements com-
mon to all alternatives being evaluated
for Palatine/Willow include:

* Improvement of the intersections
with U.S. 14 (Northwest Highway)
Rohlwing Road, Sanders Road,
Landwehr Road, Pfingsten Road,
and Lehigh Avenue;

® Future potential interchange at
Waukegan Road;

» Modification of the access via Old
Palatine Road south of Palwaukee
Airport; and

® Ultimate provision of a 120 foot
right-of-way to provide the desir-
able suburban SRA cross section
from the Tri-State Tollway (1-294)
to the Edens Expressway (1-94).

Preliminary study and discussions
with the Advisory Panel have indicated
concerns associated with the widening
to the desirable cross section west of
Rohlwing Road, in the Forest Preserve,
and in the Villages of Northbrook and
Northfield. Please see Arterial
Answars for a summary of these
and other topics that were discussed at
the Advisory Panel meeting.

Page 3
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Do you have questions about the Strategic Regional Arterials Plan? Is there
something you would like to contribute? Has your address changed? Use this
form, or another sheet of paper (as many as you like), and send them to your
Advisory Panel Coordinator listed below. We'll see that you get an answer or
response.

Name
Please send to;

Rita Athas, Executive Director
NW Municipal Conference

10 S. Emerson Street

Mt. Prospect, IL 60056
(708) 253-6323
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WORKING WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

A key element in the success of the
SRA program goals is the active partici-
pation of local governments in implem-
entation in their own communities and
in cooperation with other jurisdictions.
Some are land use and development
goals which will require implementa-
tion by local governments over the
next 20 years. Others are the kinds of
changes which can be enforced by
local law enforcement officers.

Once the recommended improve-
ments have been determined, local
governments can support the SRA pro-
gram in the following ways:

* Right-of-way protection - Protect-
ing right-of-way is important for all
SRA routes. Frequently the desir-
able configuration will require more
right-of-way than currently exists.
Because the majority of rights-of-
way on the SRA system are 100
feet wide or less, buildings are
sometimes close enough to the
existing right-of-way that the desir-
able configuration is not likely to
be achieved in the foreseeable
future. The existing situation may
not be permanent. Eventually,
properties along many of these
route segments will be redevel
oped and could then be brought to
the desirable width.

Whether for development or rede-
velopment, there are two principal
ways in which rights-of-way can be
protected:  subdivision right-of-
way dedication requirements; and
building setback requirements
which add an additional right-of-
way allowance to the normal set-
backs. Dedication is usually the
acquisition method of choice, be-
cause, by definition, the right-of-
way is donated for the roadway at
the time land is platted. Setbacks
are most useful when development
of additional right-of-way is not
planned, but could be necessary;
and when development is expected
to take place outside of the subdi-
vision and platting process.

The municipal official map is one
logical vehicle to use in setting the
right-of-way standard for commu-
nity subdivision requirements. Sub-
division regulations are another.
Local governments can be espe-
cially helpful if they design regula-
tions to insure the property owner
retains a development potential
equal to that before additional right-
of-way is required. This could be
accomplished by allowing any ad-
ditional right-of-way to be included
in the calculation of land available
for development.

{Continued on page 2)




WORKING WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

{Continued from page 1)

access. Owners of prop-
erties served by alleyways

shoukd be encouraged to
make use of the alley-
ways.

Internal access roads
are recommended for all
new development and re-
development. This circu-
lation should accommo-
date autos, pedestrians,

delivery vehicles, transit,
Land bicycles. This strat-

Artarial

STRATEQIC REQIONAL ARTERIAL

egy will encourage ve-

Access Consolidation

* Access Management - Proper
management of access can signifi-
cantly improve traffic flow on the
SRA system. There are at least
three levels of access: mid-block,
intersection with non-SRA streets,
and intersections with other SRAs.
The development approval proc-
ess should address these issues for
all new development and redevel
opment. Access from existing
development can also be improved.

It is recommended that mid-block
access be limited to right-in/right-
out in new developments and re-
developments. Along segments
with many curb cut access points,
it is recommended that the access
be consolidated into single points
about 500 feet apart. Any proper-
ties that have less than 500 feet of
frontage can be interconnected via
easements allowing access across
property lines. This is particularly
workable when there are parking
lots between neighboring build-
ings and the streets they use for

m hicles to enter and exit
@Sﬁﬂrom non-SRA routes; in-

sure loading and loading is accom-
plished within the development;
and will draw pedestrians, transit
riders and bicyclists closer to many
origins and destinations.

Pemand Management - Local
governments can assistin reducing
the demand for highway use
through the promotion of strate-
gies such as
alternative

and local government officials, so
can be the most effective vehicle
for organizing such programs. The
Chicago Area Transportation Study
(CATS) can provide technical assis-
tance to TMAs, and to local gov-
ernments and employers to form
TMAs.

work sched- —
ules, ride shar-
ing programs,
and parking
incentives. In
rural and sub-
urban areas,
such programs
are best carried
out by groups
of neighboring
communities.
Transportation
Management
Associations

2.

Arterial

(TMAs)include
employers as

L
X

& N
STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL

well as transit
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N

N
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{Continued from page 2)

Traffic Signal Network

¢ Auxiliary Improvements - Auxil-
iary improvements include both op-
erational and physical changes. Be-
cause the primary cause of delay
on arterial routes is stopping and
turning movements at intersections,
relief of existing congestion will

:

Connector Route Improvement

involve some form of improvement
of peak period operations at inter-
sections. The three greatest sources
of delay are waiting at traffic sig-
nals for the green phase, waiting
for left turning vehicles, and wait-
ing for right turning vehicles. Large
vehicles are particularly difficult to
move through any narrow seg-
ments, because they are slow to
accelerate and frequently need
more turning space in these inter-
sections than is available to them.
Typical projects might include:

- Signal Networks - Signal co-
ordination projects typically involve
many intersecting routes and dif-
ferent jurisdictions, so are best im-
plemented as a cooperative effort
among the Wllinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT} and any
other local governments that might
have jurisdiction. This strategy at-
lows signals on intersecting routes
to be coordinated as well. Theo-
retically, signal networks can in-
clude an indefinite number of sig-
nals as long as no interval between
the signals exceeds one half mile.

- Intersection Redesign - Fre-
quently intersection improvements
involve rights-of-way belonging to
more than one jurisdiction. Coop-
erative ventures will assure thatim-
provements to both (or all) legs of
the intersection areimproved as ef-
ficiently and economically as pos-
sible.

- Improvement of Auxiliary
Routes - Upgrading of intersecting
and parallel routes which would re-
lieve traffic on the SRA by allowing

e +— t— ¢

" "T
)

Local Reliever Route \

traffic to proceed more directly to
its destination. As one example,
vehicles can be forced onto the
SRA because an intersecting route
ends at one point on the SRA and
picks up at another. If the inter-
secting streets are directly con-
nected, the through traffic no
longer needs to use the SRA.
Another example is improvement
of an existing route which would
allow traffic using intersecting SRAs
to accomplish the trip more di

{Continued on Page 5)
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What is the desirable roadway
standard for an SRA In an subui-
ban area?

The desirable cross section includes
three through lanes in each direction, a
sidewalk and parkway in each side of
the roadway, and a median 18 to 46
feet wide.

How many cars per day would
this desirable roadway accom-
modate ot a level of service that
is acceptable?

Assuming the traffic signals are
coordinated, access is consolidated, and
turns are either prohibited or accom-
modated in turn bays adequate to take
them out of the flow of through traffic,
this roadway could accommodate as
many as 40,000 vehicles per day. The
roadway would still be congested dur-
ing peak periods, but much improved
over the typical suburban route.

Why are all the alternates for
Palatine between IL-53 and IL-21
(Milwaukee Avenue) designed to
carry as many as 60,000to 70,000
vehicles per day?

The 1988 traffic counts for this seg-
ment showed an average of over 40,000
vehicles using the roadway each day.
The typical suburban capacity of 45,000
could not be expected to accommo-
date even a marginal level of growth.

Is t necessary that all seg-
ments of Willow Road have the
same humber of lanes in orderto
provide a comparable level of
service?

The goal of the SRA program is to
provide acceptable levels of service
throughout the system. Roadway en-
gineers use a Level of Service (LOS) as
a guide to measure how well traffic is
moving. LOS ranges from LOS A —free
flowing — to LOS F — gridlock. In an
urban area the acceptable peak hour
LOS is D. LOS D is normally described
as allowing tolerable average operat-
ing speeds, but with much stop and go
and little maneuverability. 1n a subur-
ban area, the acceptable peak hour
LOS is Cor D. LOS C allows two-thirds
to three quarters of the normal operat-
ing speed, speeds vary somewhat, and
changing lanes can be difficult. In a

rural area, the acceptable peak hour
LOSis C.

The Florida Department of Trans-
portation (FDOT) published a series of
tables detailing the maximum daily
volumes that could be handled by vari-
ous types of roadways. This 1988
guide provides an objective compari-
son of the impact of narrowing rights
of way.

FDOT estimates that routes designed
with three through lanes in each direc-
tion can carry as many as 45,000 ve-
hicles per day at an average daily LOS
C. If the number of through lanes is re-
duced to two in each direction, the
route can accommodate less than
30,000 vehicles per day at LOS C. The
level of service deteriorates rapidly with
increases in the numbers of vehicles:
32,000 vehicles per day reduce the LOS
to D and 33,500 vehicles per day re-
duce the LOS to E.

CELEBRATE APRIL 15TH???1!!

GOOD ROADS DAY

The fifteenth day of April in each year is designated as

Ilinois Good Roads Day to be observed throughout the State
as a day for holding appropriate exercises in the public schools
and elsewhere to show the value of our public highwaysin the
economy of our State and the contributions they represent to
the prosperity, comfort and wellbeing of the Citizens of
lllinois.

{An Act to designate ... Good Roads Day. Approved March
6, 1943, iflinois Revised Statutes, Section 401.)

Page 4



SRA SPOTLIGHT

is published by:
Tha lllinois Department of
Transportation

edited by:
Harland Bartholomew & Assoc., Inc.

for:
The Strategic Regional Arterials Plan

Advisory Panel

Chairman
Richard 1. Falcone
Prasident, Northbrook

Members
Robert Hedrick
Cook County Hwy. Dept.

William O, Makl
President, Ardington Helghts

Jerry Meyeor
Mavyor, Prospect Helghts

Gregory Solberg
Trustee, Palatine,

Richard Rleser
President, Northfield

Shella H. Schuliz
Prasident, Wheeling

James W. Smires
Prasident, Glenview

Adyvisor
Bill Baltutis
Lake-Cook TMA,

For more Information,
please contact:

Rita Athas, Executive Director
NW Municipal Conference

10 S. Emerson Street

Mt. Prospect, IL 60056
(708) 253-6323

WORKING WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

{Con't from page 3)

[ ——— . —— e e —

rectly. Still another example is the
improvement of collector routes to
accommodate local traffic.

- Accommodation of Selected
Uses in Parallel Rights-of-Way -
improvements of parallel routes to
accommodate pedestrian paths,
transit ways, and bike paths can
also help. To bring pedestrians, bi-
cyclists, and transit riders to the
shopping centers, office buildings,
and business parks, relocating
sidewalks, HOV (High Occupancy
Vehicle) lanes, and bike paths of{
of the SRA should be considered.
Already, many suburban bus routes
use shopping center entrances as
stops. Bicycles and pedestrians
can be much more safely accom-
modated in separate parallel path-

e Changes in Traffic Regulations
and Enforcement - Changing the
way a route operates can increase
the number of vehides it can handle.
Operational changes are those im-
provements which may be made
without extensive construction.
They include such things as prohibi-
tion of parking, loading, and ieft
turns as well as coordination of
traffic signals.  Usually these
changes are made in the traffic
regulations and can, in effect,
exchange parking or turn lanes for
through traffic lanes on a one-to-
one basis. Conversely, parking in a
no parking zone, double parking,
and illegal left turns can block lanes
which should be used by through
traffic.

Local governments can support the

SRA in all these ways. The companion
article details which of these are most
relevant to Palatine/Willow.

ways than within the inadequate
right-of-way of many SRAs.
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PALATINE/WILLOW ROAD ADVISORY PANEL

YEAR 2010 SRA SYSTEM TRAVEL DEMAND
PROJECTIONS UNDERWAY

This article was contributed by the Chicago
Area Transportation Study.

The Chicago Area Transportation
Study (CATS) makes forecasts of future
traffic levels and patterns as part of its
regional planning function. The Strate-
gic Regional Arterial system identified
in the 2010 TSD Plan was developed
and evaluated, in part, using these
types of forecasts. For the first
phase of the SRA system study, CATS

The Northeastern lllinois Planning
Commission (NIPC) prepared new esti-
mates of population, households and
employment for the year 2010 cover-
ing the six county area in November
1990. (CATS maintains a computer
based representation of the regional
highway network which contains the
entire freeway system, all roads on a

changed its regional highway
forecasting model to reflect
the recommendations devel
oped in the Design Concept
Report. The traffic forecasts
thus developed will be used in
preparing the initial design rec-
ommendations for each SRA
segment.

The 2010 SRA system
travel demand projections
assume that all routes in the
SRA system have been improved
as suggested in the Design

Concept Report for the system.

An explanation, in a gen-
eral fashion, of the methods used in
forecasting will make the resulting traf-
fic forecasts more understandable.
There are two primary inputs used in
developing traffic forecasts:

¢ estimates of future levels of socio-
economicdevelopment (e.g., num-
ber of households, amount and
type of employment, etc.) and

* arepresentation of the transporta-
tion network.

designated federal aid system and
about 70 percent of the roadways des-
ignated as minor arterials or collectors.
This network represents approximately
5,300 centerline miles in the six coun-
ties. In addition to this network data-
base, CATS has developed and main-
tains a set of travel simulation models
used in forecasting future travel de-
mand. The traditional four steps used
in travel demand forecasting are briefly
described below.

1.Trip generation - The NIPC socio-
economic data is gathered into
land areas called traffic zones which
range in size from one to nine
square miles. The forecast popula-
tion, households and employment
in each zone determine how many
{and what kind of} trips that zone
will produce and attract. For ex-
ample, a zone which has a large
population and no employment
will produce many work trips,
but not attract any work trips (a
zone the employment attracts
work trips).

2. Trip distribution - A work
trip produced by a residential
zone needs to be linked to a
zone with work attractions to
mimic a real world trip which
always has a particular starting and
ending point. This step turns trip
productions and attractions from
the previous step into trip inter-
changes using travel time (few
people are within five minutes of
work, most people travel about an
hour to work, and a few travel
much longer) and how many op-
portunities there are to satisfy the

{Continued on page 2)
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PROJECTIONS

(Continued from page 1)

trip purpose (there are more jobs
closer to Glenview than there are
to Woodstock).

3.Modal split- Knowing where trips
will begin and end, it is possible to
estimate how many will use auto
or transit based upon cost of mak-
ing the trip and user characteris-
tics. A work trip to the Chicago
central area is very likely to use
transit because of the high quality
service and high auto cost; while a
nonwork trip is far less likely to use
transit to suburban shopping loca-
tions because service levels are low
and auto costs are minimal.

4.Trip assignment - The auto trips
determined above are combined
with estimates of truck trips and
allocated to computer coded rep-
resentation of the highway net-
work. This is done in the same
manner that people usually choose
their travel routes: minimize total
time spent travelling. The esti-
mates of future traffic on any road-
way link is the sum of all the vehicle
trips assigned to that link by this
final model step.

Name,

— ——— — — — — — A i A —

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add someone to our
mailing list? If so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your mailing list:

The process outlined above has been
developed and refined for over thirty
years. It produces an estimate of
traffic for all roads (including the SRA
system) at once. This is useful and
necessary when a very large number of
estimates are needed. However, it is
very difficult to produce thousands of
“perfect” estimates simultaneously.
The proper application of estimates
developed at a regional scale is for
ascertaining the future capacity needs;
i.e., are two, four or six lanes likely to
be required in the future. This is why
the traffic forecasts CATS developed
were provided in the form of volume
ranges corresponding to the carrying
capacity of various sized roadways.
This allows the preparation of prelimi-
nary designs based upon the best cur-
rent forecast of future travel devel
oped in a consistent manner. The
traffic forecasts used in this prelimi-
nary work will continue to be refined
as these SRA projects move along the
established IDOT design/implementa-
tion process. This process includes
considerable opportunity for public
comment and review of the traffic
data used in actual project design.

Title/Organization

Street

City State

Zip

Send to: SRA SPOTLIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator whose address
is shown at the bottom of the box on Page 3.
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ARTERIAL ANSWERS

How important are the Year
2010 SRA travel demand projec-
tionsto Palatine/Willow SRA plan-
ning? Arethere otherfactors that
will go into the Improvement
plans?

Travel projections are important to
the SRA planning process, but they will
not determine the level of improve-
ments proposed. As part of the road-
way concept development, Harland
Bartholomew and Associates, Inc.
(HBA) is conducting roadway capacity
analyses. The results provide some
indication of the ability of proposed
improvements to meet future travel
demand.

A roadway capacity analysis esti-
mates how many vehicles can be car-
ried on the roadway. The analysis
allows variation of several conditions
that change the flow of traffic. The
capacity of an arterial roadway de-
pends most heavily on the number of
vehicles that can be accommodated at
its signalized intersections (trafficlights),
so a group of variables describe how
long the average vehicle is stopped at
each signal. The number of signals and
distance between them is included.
Variables relating to the roadway and
its operation, such as the number of
through lanes in each direction, how
many vehicles each lane canaccommo-
date, the posted speed, how many
vehicles are likely to make turns, and
the characteristics of rush hour traffic,
complete the information used in the
analysis,

Desirable right-of-way criteria
for SRA routes are included in the
Desigh Concept Report com-
pleted at the beginning of the
SRA project. Would protecting
the desirable amount of ight-of-
way be recommended In areas
through which it would be difficult
to obtain enough right-of-way?

Not always.The desirable right-of-
way width for a suburban SRA is at
least 120 feet with a six land roadway.
However there are segments which are
less than that and where buildings
front directly on the right-of-way. Rec-
ommendations for these segments will
focus on improvements within the ex-
isting right-of-way. Additional right-of-
way from developed properties to ac-
commodate the desirable roadway
should be acquired if redevelopment
along the segment occurs.

Is adding lanes to a road the
only way to reduce its conges-
fion?

No. Such things as signal coordina-
tion (see October 1990 Spotlight),
adding bays for turning vehicles, man-
aging driveway and side street access,
extending turn bays, and varying work
hours can all reduce the amount of
congestion in ways that add little or no
additional pavement to the roadway.
Many congestion reduction strategies
that do not involve construction of
additional lanes require the active co-
operation of the local governments

involved. Please see the March 1991
Spotlight for a more detailed dis-
cussion of how local governments can
participate in reducing congestion.

What about those segments
which have more right-of-way
than is necessary to meet the
desirable criteria? Will the full
right-of-way be developed?

Within the Palatine/Willow corridor,
only the segment between lllinois 53
and Windsor has more than the mini-
mum desirable right-of-way. Travel
demand projections for this segment
show maore than enough vehicles to fill
the desirable six lane roadway. The
additional right-of-way will allow for
improved access, accommodation of
extensive shopping center traffic at
Arlington Heights Road and Rand Road
intersections, and accommodation of
vehicles entering and exiting lllinois 53.

Please use the form at the
back of the newsletter to send
us your questions in care of
your  Advisory  Panel
Coordinator. We will see that
you receive an answer.
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PALATINE/WILLOW ROAD ADVISORY PANEL

TRANSIT AND THE SR A SYSTEM

One of the goals of the SRA process
is to examine ways to enhance public
transportation. This goal supports the
SRA system's primary function as a
regional transportation network. The
role of public transpertation is also a
function of the type of route. Each
route has been designated as Urban,
Suburban, or Rural. Some have been
divided into more than one type.

For Palatine/Willow as for all SRA
routes, recommendations are made
not only for relatively inexpensive im-
provements which might be completed
in the short term, but for improve-
ments which might ultimately be imple-
mented by the Year 2010. Objectives
such as increasing the capacity of the
corridor, improving travel times, reduc-
ing demand and providing for better
integration of the SRA with the ex-
pressway system, and other modes of
travel are important in considering po-
tential transit improvements.

Potential types of transit improve-
ments to be considered may include:

® High occupancyvehicle (HOV)lanes
which can include carpools and
vanpools as well as buses;

The photo is an example of the
sign system used in Lockport.

® Access to regional transit systems;

® Pedestrian access:

® The links between different transit
routes and type, and between tran-

sit and the automobile;

e Transit stop safety, convenience
and comfort; and

® Transit information systems visible
from the roadway.

Specific characteristics for these
types of improvements were developed
as part of the Design Concept Report
that was part of the first phase of the
SRA study. Improvements appropriate
to the type of route - suburban for
Palatine/Willow - were evaluated for
application to the specific route. For
example, turnouts are desirable for bus
stops on rural and suburban SRAs,
while urban stops are within the lane of
traffic. For rural and suburban SRAs
park and ride locations may be consid-
ered. For urban SRAs improved pas-
senger facilities to link regional local
transit routes may be considered.

A clear system of graphics identify-
ing transit stops, and information and
directions concerning transit is desir-
able for all routes. Extensive rail and
bus systems are near or on most SRA
routes, but, too often, the stations are
poorly marked, and schedules and
routes not widely known. Adoption of
an attractive, uniform signing system
and clear directions to the stations can
go a long way toward improving tran-
sit use on SRAs.
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ARTERIAL
ANSWERS

For this issue we are devoting the Arterial Answers column to a glossary of transit terms. Next
issue we will return to our normal question and answer format. Please send us your questions
in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator. We will see that you receive an answer.

Busway/Bus Lane - An HOV lane
reserved exclusively for buses.

Bus Shelter - A small, roofed struc-
ture designed to protect waiting
bus passengers from the elements.
Shelters are normally adjacent to
the sidewalk at a bus stop, but can
be part of an adjacent building.

CTA - The Chicago Transit Authority
operates buses in the City of Chi-
cago and several adjoining sub-
urbs, and the rapid transit system.

Demand Management- Techniques
such ascarpooling, staggered work
hours, and controlled development
which are employed to reduce the
number of vehicles using the road-
way at any one time.

Dial-a-Ride Bus Service - curbto-
curb bus service for the general
public as well as those individuals
having special needs such as eld-
erly persons or persons with dis-
abilities. (Pace, Development
Guidelines, December 1989, p. VIlI-

1)

Diamond Lane - An HOV lane
marked with painted diamonds.

Emergency Ride Program - Some-
times offered as part of a rideshare
or regular transit user program;

workers without a personal vehicle
are allowed a limited number of
immediate trips in the event of
emergency.

Headway - The amount of time
scheduled between buses or trains
leaving from a particular stop.

HOV/High Occupancy Vehicle -
Usually refers to buses, vans, and
other transit or service agency ve-
hicles; some localities also include
private vehicles carrying as few as
two people.

HOV Lane - A lane in or next to the
roadway which can be used only
by HOVs,

Jitney - A privately-owned,
unscheduled cab, van, or small bus
that carries paying passengers
along a specified route.

Kiss and Ride/Kiss-n-Ride - Passen-
ger drop-off/pick up point for tran-
sit riders.

Light Rail - A railroad system (tracks
and cars) that carries only passen-
gers. Cars are typicallyan updated
version of streetcars.

Metra - Operating agency for com-
muter rail service. Linesinclude the
Chicago and North Western, Mil-

waukee Road, Burlington North-
ern, Metra Electric, Metra/Heritage
Corridor, Norfork Southern, Rock
Island, and Chicago South Shore
and South Bend lines.

Pace - Operating agency for subur-
ban bus service.

Paratransit - Alternate transporta-
tion services for those not able to
use conventional public transit. Ve-
hicles used include buses, jitneys,
taxis, and vans that are especially
outfitted with seat belts, lifts, and
often wheelchair anchors.

Parking Facility - A parking lot or
garage.

Park and Ride/Park-n-Ride - A park-
ing facility for transit riders.

Peak Hour/Peak Period - The hour
or period of the day during which
traffic is heaviest. This time is
usually assumed to be that during
which most people go to or from
work.

Rideshare (Carpool, Vanpool) -
Usually refers to a private arrange-
ment between a driver and one or
more others to share a ride to and
from work. Driving responsibility
may rotate in these arrangements.

{Continued on Page 3)
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{Continued from page 2}

Rideshare may also include em-
ployer supported vanpoolsin which
the van is owned by the employer
who pays, or otherwise compen-
sates, the driver,

RTA - The Regional Transportation

Authority for the Chicago metro-
politan regionis an umbrella agency
for the CTA, Pace, and Metra.

Transit-dependent - Anyone who

cannot or may not drive a car,
including those who would use
paratransit (see Paratransit), chil-
dren and those without a valid
driver's license.

TMA (Transportation Manage-

ment Association)-Agroup, com-
posed of representatives from busi-
ness and government, that is re-
sponsible for developing ways to
manage the demand for roads in
their jurisdiction. Usually, a TMA's
area of responsibility covers a rela-

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add someocne
to our mailing fist? If so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your mailing list:

Name

tively large area and may be cen-
tered about a particular roadway.
Examples in the Chicago metro-
politan region include the Lake-
Cook Corridor TMA and the lllinois
Corridor Transportation Manage-
ment Association.

Transportation Center - A facility

built at the intersection of two or
more transit routes or modes. The
facility includes parking, bus lay-
over facility, cabloading areas, and
passenger shelter, and may also
include privately held space for con-
venience retail and service outlets.

Vehicdle Occupancy Ratio - Number

of people per vehicle. Transporta-
tion planners normally assume that
the number of people and the num-
ber of trips made will remain con-
stant; so as the number of people
in each vehicle increases, the num-
ber of vehicles on the road at any
one time will decrease.

Title/Organization
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SUBURBAN TOWN CENTERS

A suburban town center is a long-established business
district in a suburban community. Many were market
centers begun in the 1800s. Buildings are very close
together. Doors open onto sidewalks which abut on-street
parking. Town centers often are quite congested, particu-
larly during the rush periods.

Some of these districts, such as Libertyville

feet;: median width, 12 feet versus 18 to 30 feet; and a
lower design speed for urban routes than for suburban.

Since it is desirable that through traffic lanes be 12 feet
wide, 60 feet will accommodate five lanes but no side-
walks. In some centers, 60 to 66 feet of right-of-way has
been developed into four 11-foot-wide through lanes and

parking. The sidewalks, and even some of the

on Winois Route 21 (Milwaukee Av-
enue) and St. Charles on lllinois
Route 64 (North Avenue), were
established fongbefore stan-
dards for arterial right-of-
way widths were gener-
ally accepted, so the
rights-of-way canbe as
little as 60 feet wide.

Because these cen-
ters have usually been
developed in a grid-ike
pattern, the properties lin-
ing them often are served by
alleys. These altleys range from 16
to 24 feet wide. Typically, they are

parking, may be partially or wholly on
private property.

Because there is less
right-of-way to accommo-
date traffic and it is dif-

ficult to add right-of-

way, improvements
to the way the route

operates are most im-
portant. Such im-
provements can be
more significant than
in newer suburban com-
mercial areas, because the
right-of-way is more intensely
used.

used for garbage collection and often they
provide access to rear parking lots and loading areas.

The SRA study has recognized suburban town centers as
urban-ike areas and is applying urban design criteria to
them. The major differences between urban and suburban
route characteristics are right-of-way width, 72 to 86 feet
where bus/HOV lanes are not provided versus 120 to 150

Parking isimportant, because it can take up as much
space as two through lanes of traffic. Optimally, parking
can be relocated to scattered lots throughout the district or,
where relocation of parking is not feasible, prohibited

during rush hours. Where there are alleys, loading areas
can be moved to the rear.

{Continued on Page 3)
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Please send us your questions in
care of your Advisory Panel
Coordinator. We will see that you
receive an answer.

Are there suburban town cen-
ters on Palatine/Willow Road?

No, not as defined in the cover
article. The route doesnot travel
through atown centerwhichwas
established before enough right-
of-way was profected and in
which buildings are built right up
to the sidewalk,

An example of that type of
village center would be in Arling-
ton Heights in the area of
Campbell Street and Dunton
Avenue. Here the streets arerela-
fively narrow, and there are many
shops which open onto the side-
walk.

What about the area around
theintersections of Palatine Road
with Arington Heights Road and
Rand Road (U.S. Route 12)7?

The roadway is already very
wide and buildings do not meet
thesidewalk. There isnoon-street
parking. While the needs of ve-
hicles were forseen well in ad-
vance of development, the
needs of pedestrians andbicycles
were not. Like most suburban
shopping areaqs, safe conduct
through the parking lots and
broad roadway which separate
the shopping centers from each
other are of concern. Thisisnota
consideration for the suburban
town center,

A

How did Palatine Road come
to be as broad as it is?

Palatine/Willow Road from
linois Route 53 to Interstate 294
(Tri-State Tollway) was built as a
two lane road in the early 1930s.
During the 1960s Palatine Road.
between lllinois Route 53 and lli-
nois Route 21, was widened to its
current configuration. Right-of-
way was acquired between lli-
nois Route 53 and lllincis Route 21
during this period including
enough right-of-way to build an
interchange at Arlington Heights
and Rand Roads. It was also
during and aofter the 60s that
much of the development along
the route occurred.

Winnetka
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SUBURBAN TOWN CENTERS

{Continued from page 1)

Where there are no turning lanes,
turning vehicles, especially left turning
vehicles, can substantially reduce the
amount of traffic that can be accom-
modated. There are at least two ap-
proaches to reducing delays caused by
vehicles waiting to turn left: provide
left-turn lanes and prohibit left turns
during the peak periods.

Both alternatives work best when
parking that is near the corners is relo-
cated. The right-of-way used by park-
ing is usually needed to provide lest
turn bays. When left turns are prohib-
ited, vehicles which would otherwise
turn left can circle the block past a
signalized intersection and cross the
arterial via the cross street at the signal
ized intersection. A right-turn bay at
this first intersection past the signal
allows some space for vehicles to slow
before their turn.

Relocating transit stops to the far
sides of intersections in areas currently
used for parking can help to relieve any
congestion buses might cause during
peak periods. This reserves the near-
side corner for vehicles turning right

Name
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and, where no stopping area is pro-
vided, prevents a current practice of
stopping in the through lane.

Occasionally, a suburban town cen-
ter is undergoing a redevelopment
phase. Thisis a particularly opportune
time for right-of-way protection.

wWhen these improvements cannot
provide the SRA with capacity adequate
to meet the projected Year 2010 de-
mand, a bypass or reliever route may
be considered. A bypass completely
eliminates the need for the SRA desig-
nation through the suburban town cen-
ter. Whether a new or existing road,
the SRA designation would be trans-
ferred from the existing route to the
bypass.

A reliever route is designed to ac-
commodate some, but not all, of the
SRA traffic. Relievers are particularly
useful where a significant portion of
the traffic through a suburban town
center has an off-the-route destina-
tion. Where this traffic can be provided
with a more direct route, the SRA is
likely to experience a lessening of con-
gestion.
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Adyvisory Panel

Chairman
Rlchard T. Falcone
Prasldent, Northbrook

Members
Robert Hedrick
Cook County Hwy. Dept.

Willlam Q. Maki
President, Adington Heights

Edward P. Rotchford
Mayor, Prospect Heights

Gregory Sclberg
Trustes, Palaiine,

Richard Rieser
President, Northfleld

Shella H. Schultz
President, Wheeling
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Advisor
Bill Battutis
Lake-Cook TMA

For more information,
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David Seglin

Council Liaison
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1616 E. Golf Rd.

Des Plaines, IL 60016
(708) 296-9200
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MILESTONES

o January 29, 1990

SRA Project Began
e Fall 1991
Third Advisory
e March 9, 1990 Panel Meeting
First Advisory
Panel Meeting
o Winter 1992
Public Hearing
s November 15, 1990
Second Advisory
Panel Meeting » Winter 1992
Final Route
Report Due
s February 1991
Design Concept
Report Published

SRA SPOTLIGHT
STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIALS PLAN

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

District One
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, Wiinois 60196-1096
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