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FOREWORD

Orchard Road/Randall Road/lllinois Route 31
(SRA) includes Orchard Road from U.S. Route 30
to Oak Street Road, Randall Road from Mooseheart
Road to McHenry Avenue, lllinois Route 31 from
about Three Oaks Road to U.S. Route 12, and U.S.
Route 12 from lllinois Route 31 to the Wisconsin
State Line. This Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA)
report for Orchard Road/Randall Road/llinois Route
31 has been prepared for the lflinois Department of
Transportation and the Strategic Regional Arterial
Subcommittee of the Work Program Committee of
the Chicago Area Transportation Study by Harland
Bartholomew & Associates, inc.

Asan SRA route, Orchard Road/Randall Road/
Hinois Route 31 is intended to function as part of
aregional arterial system, carrying high volumes of
long-distance traffic in conjunction with other SRA
routes and the regional expressway and transit
systems. This report is one elementofalong-range
plan for all routes in the SRA network. Together,
the route studies constitute a comprehensive, co-
ordinated plan for the entire SRA network.

Volume | of this report includes a description
of the SRA study objectives and process, a detailed
exposition and analysis of the existing route condi-
tions, recommendations for uftimate and low-cost
improvements, and exhibits of existing facility,
environmental and developmental characteristics,
recommended improvements and detalls. Volume
I consists of documentation of the public involve-
ment process including citizen comments.



ORCHARD ROAD/RANDALL ROAD/ILLINOIS ROUTE 31
SECTION 4: Public involvement

SECTION FOUR
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

4.1 THE PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS

The publicinvolvernent process includes three elements: six SRA Advisory Panel meetings, two public
hearings, and the newsletters to the Panel members and coordinator. The Panel meetings were held
on March 22, 1990, November 16, 1990 and December 17, 1991 for the Kane County portion of
the route and on March 16, 1990, November 15, 1991 and December 5, 1991for the McHenry
County portion of the route. A public hearing was held in each county along the route beginning
with McHenry County on February 5, 1992 and Kane County on February 11, 1992, SRA newsletters
- called the S potlight — were issued in August and October, 1990; and in January, March, May,
July and October, 1991.

Copies of the meeting minutes, public hearing minutes and comments and newsletters are included
as Sections 4.2 through Sections 4.4.
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ORCHARD ROAD/RANDALL ROAD/ILLINOIS ROUTE 31
SECTION 4: Public Involvement

4.2 ADVISORY PANEL MEETING MINUTES

Two separate advisory panels were created for Orchard Road/Randall Road/lllincis Route 31. The
McHenry County advisory panel met on March 16, 1990; November 15, 1990; and December 5,
1991. Meetings for the Kane County panel were held on March 22, 1990; November 16, 1990; and
December 17, 1991, At the first Panel meeting, presentations were made to introduce the SRA
system, its relation to the 2010 TSD Plan and Operation Greentight, and the SRA study process. At
the November, 1990 meetings, presentations were made to review progress on the SRA study and
alternative improvement concepts to be considered for Orchard Road/Randall Road/lllinois Route
31. At the final Panel meeting, the recommended improvements were presented as in the Draft
Report.

At each of the Panel meetings, opportunity was provided for those attending the meetings to ask
questions, make comments and discuss the presentations and recommendations. In addition to the
officials from municipalities and counties along the route, panel members included representatives
of other organizations interested in transportation within the Orchard Road/Randall Road/!llinois
Route 31 corridor.

Copies of the minutes of the Panel meetings are contained in the following pages.
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MEETING MINUTES

STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL SYSTEM
ADVIBORY PANEL MEETING
ROUTE IL 31, McHENRY COUNTY

4:00 PM - MARCH 16, 1990
MCHENRY COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
P. O. BOX 389
WOODSTOCK, IL

The S8RA Advisory Penel Meeting for IL 31 in McHenry County
was held between representatives of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation (IDOT), Chicago Area Transportation
8tudy (CATB), Earland Bartholomew & Associates (HBA), and
the 8tudy Advisory Panel Members on March 16, 1990 at the
McHenry County Highway Department. Attendees are listed
on the attached Meeting Register. Results and specific
items discussed are outlined as follows:

1. Eugene Ryan (CATS) provided introduction and discus-
sion of the 2010 TSD Plan, Operation Greenlight, and
the SRA Systemn.

2. Roy Bell (IDOT) proveided the Introduction to the SRA
Stuady.

3. Mark Peterson (HBA) provided an Overview of the Study
Process and Discussion of the SRA Design Concept
Development.

Following the presentations, the Advisory Panel Members
had these guestions and comments:

1. Will CATS prepare agenda for second Advisory Panel
Meeting? wWhat topics will be discussed? Ans:
Advisory Panel coordinators will meet and inform
panel members what topics will be discussed and what
specialists should attend. (Business, technical,
etc.)

2. Will study be conducted from a macro viewpoint? Ans:
No, HBA will meet with communities on an as needed
basis to learn about local concerns.

102 Wilmot Road s Suite 220 = Deerheld, lllinois 60015 « (708} 405-0252 » Fax: (708) 405-0261



Please inform the writer of any revisions or medifications
to these meeting minutes.

Respectfully Submitted,

Robe . Hull, P.E.
Project Manager

RFH:CrT

cc: Nancy Magnus
Attendees
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Harland Bartholomew & Assoclates, Inc.
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MEETING MINTUES

S8TRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL SYSTEM
ADVISBORY PANEL MEETING
RANDALL ROAD/ILLINOIS8 31 McHENRY COUNTY

4:00 P.M. - NOVEMBER 15, 1990
McHENRY COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
ROUTE 47 & COUNTRY CLUB ROAD
WOODSTOCK, IL

mere——— e

The SRA Advisory Panel Meeting for Randall Road/Illinois
31 in McHenry County was held among representatives of the
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), Chicago Area
Transportation 8tudy (CAT8), Harland Bartholomew &
Associates (HBA) and the S8tudy Advisory Panel Members on
November 15, 1990. Attendees are listed on the attached
Meeting Register. Results and specific items discussed
are outlined as follows:

1. Eugene Ryan (CATS) provided an introduction and brief
review of the SRA system and its role in the 2010 TSD
Plan.

2. Mark Peterson (HBA) provided a brief review of the
SRA study process, discussed the physical relation-
ship between Randall Road/Illinois 31 and intersect-
ing major transportation corridors, displayed the
existing and desirable conditions for the route, and
reviewed strategies to be studied for bringing the
existing roadway to the desirable level of improve-
ment.

Focllowing the presentations, the Advisory Panel Members
had these questions and comments:

1. Jim Rakow of the McHenry County Highway Department
asked why 1986 aerials were being used for the study.
Ans: At project start up, the 1986 aerials were the
most recent available from NIPC. New 1990 aerials
and field checks will be used to update the study.

County plans for Randall Road/Illinois 31 Connector
call for only four lanes, who will buy the additional
right-of-way for six through lanes? Ans: New
funding legislation may provide the mechanism for
protecting the right-of-way on county highways.

102 Wilmot Road s Suite 220 « Deerfield, Hinois 80015 » (708) 405-0252 « Fax: [708) 405-026)



Feasibility of West McHenry Bypass alternatives
may have changed since the 1982 Feasibility Study
due to quarry activities west of McHenry.

McHenry Highway Department would welcome a visit by
Harland Bartholomew & Associates for the purpose of
providing the Consultant with further details and
status of programmed improvements.

2. Bill Busse of the City of McHenry commented that the
City would favor additional investigation of a
western bypass.

McHenry would also appreciate a meeting with the
consultant to discuss the City's development plans
and access management issues.

Please inform the writer of any revisions or modifications
to these meeting minutes.

Respectfully submitted,

-/‘1‘1?J— 459./5217s_.

George M. Brown
GMB:cr

cc: Nancy Magnus, w/attachments
Attendees
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MEETING MINUTES

STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL SYSTEM
ADVISORY PANEL MEETING
RANDALL/L 31, MC HENRY COUNTY

DECEMBER 5, 1991 - 4:00 PM
MC HENRY COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
P.0. BOX 389
WOODSTOCK, IL

The third SRA Advisory Panel Meeting for Randall Road/IL 31 in McHenry
County was held between representatives of the lllinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATS), Harland
Bartholomew & Associates, Inc. (HBA) and the Advisory Panel Members on
December 5, 1991 at the McHenry County Highway Department. Attendees
are listed on the attached Meeting Register. Results and specific items
discussed are outlined as follows:

1.

Mark Peterson of HBA provided a review of the SRA study process and
discussed the SRA project recommendations outlined in the draft SRA
report for Randall Road/IL 31.

McHenry County advised that the Randall Road/IL 31 connector for
through movement near Crystal Lake may not be feasible to implement
due to recent development.

City of Crystal Lake indicated that signals will be installed in near future
at Ackman Road and McHenry Boulevard and should be indicated on
SRA route maps. '

City of Crystal Lake requested that the proposed traffic signal shown at
Roosevelt Street be deleted from the SRA recommendations. Crystal
Lake has no plans to extend Roosevelt Street in the future.

McHenry County questioned the dedicated right-of-way shown for the
bike path on the abandoned Chicago Northwestern Railroad.

102 Wilmot Road » Surte 220 ¢ Deerlield, lllingis 60015 & (708) 405-0252 « Fax' (708) 405-0261



Meeting Minutes
December 5, 1991
Page 2

6. McHenry County indicated that IDOT should pursue a West McHenry
bypass study for the purpose of defining an exact alignment in order to
begin protective right-of-way acquisition.

Please inform the writer of any revisions or modifications to these meeting
minutes.

Respectiully Submitted,

HARLAND BARTHOLOMEW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

pet e

Robert F. Hull, P.E.
Project Manager

RH/bp

cc: Nancy Magnus w/attachment
Advisory Panel Members
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Harland Bartholomew & Assoclates, Inc.
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MEETING MINUTES

S8TRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL S8YBTEM
ADVIBORY PANEL MEETING
RANDALL ROAD/ORCHARD ROAD KANE COUNTY

4:00 PM - MARCH 22, 1950
KANE COUNTY DIVISION OF TRANSPORTATION
41W011 BURLINGTON ROAD
ST. CHARLES, 1L

The BRA Advisory Panel Meeting for Randall and Orchard
Roads in Kane County was held between representatives of
the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), Chicago
Area Transportation 8tudy (CATB), Harland Bartholomew &
aAssociates (HBA), and the 8tudy Advisory Panel Members on
March 22, 1990 at the Kane County Division of Transporta-
tion. Attendees are listed on the attached Meeting
Register. Results and specific items discussed are out-
lined as follows:

1. Eugene Ryan (CATS} provided introduction and discus-
sion of the 2010 TSD Plan, Operation Greenlight, and
the SRA System.

2. Roy Bell (IDOT)} provided the Introduction to the SRA
Study.

3. Mark Peterson (HBA) prbvided an Ooverview of the Study
Process and Discussion of the SRA Concept Design
Development.

Following the presentations, the Advisory Panel Members
had these questions and comments:

1. What do you mean by "controlling the number of access
points", median barriers, right in/right out move-
ments? Ans: Yes, plus we could try and consolidate
access points,

2. What if the county doesn't want to spend the money to
construct the roads to the study recommendations?
Ans: Could possibly be special funding for entire
system to build it to this standard. We are not
trying to force anything on anybody.

3. Should we hold off on improvements presently planned?

Ans: No, the consultant will incorporate these
improvements in the base for the study.

102 Wilmoet Road e Suite 220 » Deerlield, illinois 60015 ¢ (70B) 405-0252 e Fax: (708) 405-0261



What will happen to Randall Road access control as
development continues, could curb cuts spring up?
Ans: Yes, if left unchecked.

Will consultant study include traffic study at
Orchard Road/I-88 interchange. Ans: Projected
traffic volumes will not supply sufficient detail to
study each individual intersection along the route.

Kane County Division of Transportation will make copy

of Randall Road Study available to consultant upon
its completion.

Please inform the writer of any revisions or modifications
to these meeting minutes.

itteaq,

Project Manager

RFH:cTr

Nancy Magnus
Attendees
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MEETING MINUTES

STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL SYSTEM
ADVISORY PANEL MEETING
RANDALL/ORCHARD RDS./KANE COUNTY

2:00 P.M. - NOVEMBER 16, 1990
KANE COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPT.
41W011 BURLINGTON RD.

ST. CHARLES, IL

The SRA Advisory Panel Meeting for Randall/Orchard Roads
in Kane County was held among representatives of the
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), Chicago Area
Transportation S8tudy (CAT8), Harland Barthoclomew &
Associates (HBA) and the study Advisory Panel Members on
November 16, 1990. Attendees are .listed on the attached
Meeting Register. Results and specific items discussed
are outlined as follows:

1. Eugene Ryan (CATS) provided an introduction and
brief review of the SRA system and its recle in
the 2010 TSD Plan.

2. Mark Peterson (HBA) provided a brief review of
the SRA study process, discussed the physical
relationship between Randall/Orchard Roads and
intersecting major transportation corridors,
displayed the existing and desirable conditions
for the route, and reviewed strategies to be
studied for bringing the existing roadway to the
desirable level of improvement.

Following the presentations, the Advisory Panel Members
had these questions and comments:

1. Mayor Van de Voorde of Elgin asked whether
the SRA Study was considering a fully
directional interchange at the Northwest
Tollway. The Toll Highway Authority has
indicated that this may be undertaken in 3
to 4 years and the Authority may have
acquired the additional R.0O.W., necessary
for the westbound ramps. Mayor Van de
Voorde also indicated that a major shopping
center was planned at the southwest quad-
rant of Randall and U.S. 20, and that the
U.S. 20/Randall interchange needed further
study.

'0 « Deerfietd, lilinois 60015 » (708) 405-0252 « Fax (708) 405-026!



2. The Village of Sleepy Hollow expressed con-
cern about water pipes along the east side
of Randall Road and also about the location
of septic fields serving homes on the east
side of Randall Road. Exploration of a west-
ward alignment shift in the segment of Randall
Road north of I-90 was suggested as a method to
avoid the potential utility conflict.

3. The City of Geneva indicated that Kaneville
Road had been closed west of Randall Rcad
and that there was an agreement for a
future signal at the first intersection
south of Kaneville Road.

4. Terry Heffron of the Kane County Highway
Department asked that the possibility of
State funding be considered for improve-
ments to SRA routes that are under local
jurisdiction. He also inquired whether
the next steps in the SRA route study pro-
cess would include meetings with the in-
dividual communities along the route, and
suggested that the process consider how
additional lanes would be accommodated in
the staging of improvements. Kane County
is now planning on widening some roads
from two to four lanes where the ultimate
cross-section would indicate six lanes.

Please inform the writer of any revisions or modifications
to these meeting minutes.

Respectfully submitted,

g 4.

Robert A. Duchek
RAD:cr

cc: Nancy Magnus
Attendees
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MEETING MINUTES

STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL SYSTEM
ADVISORY PANEL MEETING
ORCHARD ROAD/RANDALL ROAD, KANE COUNTY

DECEMBER 17, 1991 - 9:30 PM
KANE COUNTY DIVISION OF TRANSPORTATION
41W011 BURLUNGTON ROAD
ST. CHARLES, IL

The third SRA Advisory Panel Meeting for Orchard Road/Randall Road in
Kane County was held between representatives of the lllinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATS), Harland
Bartholomew & Associates, Inc. (HBA) and the Advisory Panel Members on
December 17, 1991 at the Kane County Division of Transportation. Attendees
are listed on the attached Meeting Register. Results and specific items
discussed are outlined as follows:

1. Mark Peterson of HBA provided a review of the SRA study objectives
and study process and then discussed the SRA project
recommendations outlined in the draft SRA report for Orchard
Road/Randall Road.

2. City of Elgin requested cul-de-sac that was constructed at the west ieg
of Kaneville Road be indicated on the plan.

3. City of Elgin supported SRA recommendation to provide access to
Randall Road to and from the west at I-90.

4. Kane County asked if proposed signals shown on SRA plan need to
meet warrants.

Response: Yes, SRA planning process has proposed toughening of

warrants to be met before signal can be implemented. Specifically,
warrants 10 and 11 would be dropped.

102 Wilmot Road = Suite 220 = Deerfield, lllinois 60015 & (708) 405-0252 » Fax. (708) 4050261
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Meeting Minutes
December 17, 1991
Page 2

Please inform the writer of any revisions or modifications to these mesting
minutes.
Respectiully Submitted,

HARLAND BARTHOLOMEW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Al

Robert F. Hull, P.E.
Project Manager

RH/bp

cc:  Nancy Magnus w/attachment

Advisory Panel Members
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ORCHARD ROAD/RANDALL ROAD/ILLINOIS ROUTE 31
SECTION 4: Public Involvement

4.3 PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES AND RECORDED COMMENTS

A Public Hearing was held in each county to present recommended improvements to Orchard Road/
Randall Road/lllinois Route 31 as part of the SRA system and to obtain public input. The Public
Hearings were held in McHenry County on February 5, 1992 and in Kane County on February 11,
1992. The Public Hearings were conducted in an open house format with exhibits displayed showing
the recommended improvements for the entire SRA route on aerial photographs as well as typical
roadway cross-sections. Also, a slide presentation was shown every half-hour during the hearings.
These presentations included the scope and objectives of the SRA system; the relation of Orchard
Road/Randall Road/Illinois Route 31 to the overall system; and the scope of recommended
improvements for the entire SRA route.

Representatives of the lllinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the SRA project consultant
were available during the hearings to discuss the project and answer questions. A court reporter also
was present during the hearings to take oral comments, and written statements were accepted
during the hearings. An additional period of 30 days following each of the hearings was provided
for submission of written statements to the IDOT District One offices.

included in this section are copies of the following:

* public hearing notice,
public hearing handout,
summary of public hearings,
public hearing register {Attachment A),
slide presentation narrative (Attachment B),
recorded oral comments {Attachment C),
written comments (Attachment D), and
IDOT response letters {Attachment E).

161



Winois Department
of Transportation

INVITES YOU TO ATTEND
A PUBLIC HEARING

CONCERNING:

ILLINOIS ROUTE 31/Randall Road
from McHENRY COUNTY -
WISCONSIN STATE LINE

to US 30
in McHENRY and KANE COUNTIES

Plan to attend one
of the following hearings:

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1992
2 p.m.-8 p.m.
CRYSTAL LAKE HOLIDAY INN
800 S. ROUTE 31
CRYSTAL LAKE, IL 60014

(or)

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1992
2 p.m.-8 p.m.
TRAVELODGE HOTEL
311 S. LINCOLNWAY
NORTH AURORA, IL 60542

URPOSE OF HEARING:

«To present recommended improvements for lllinois Route
31/ Randall Road as part of the Strategic Regional Arterial
(SRA) system

+ To obtain public input

A slide presentation will be shown every half hour with the
last show at 7:30 p.m. Exhibits will be on display with
Iilinois Department of Transportation personnel available to
discuss the project and answer questions.

This hearing will be handicapped accessible. Those persons
planning to attend and in need of special accommodations
should contact Rich Starr (708) 705-4095 at the District
Office.
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Summary of Public Hearings
Orchard Road/Randall Road/lllinois Route 31 Strategic Regional Arterial

Wednesday, February 5, 1992
2pmto 8 pm
Crystal Lake Holiday Inn
800 South Route 31
Crystal Lake, lilinois

and

Tuesday, February 11, 1992
2 pmto 8 pm
Travelodge Hotel
311 South Lincolnway
North Aurora, lilinois

Three public hearings were held by the lllinois Department of Transportation to present
recommendations for improvements to Orchard Road/Randall Road/lllinois Route 31 as
part of the Strategic Regional Arterial System and to obtain public input. The
recommended improvements include the following:

s Orchard Road from U.S. Route 30 to New Indian Trail - Two through lanes
in each direction with a continuous 30-foot wide median, left turn lanes and
coordinated traffic signals.

e Orchard Road from New Indian Trail to Oak Street Road, Orchard Road
Extension and Randall Road from Mooseheart Road to lllinois Route 72 -
Three through lanes in each direction with a continuous 30-foot wide median,
left turn lanes and coordinated traffic signals.

¢ Randall Road from lllinois Route 72 to McHenry Avenue, Randall
Road/lllinois Route 31 Connector and lllinois Route 31 from the
Connector to U.S. Route 12 - Two through lanes in each direction with
continuous median, left turn lanes and coordinated traffic signals.

¢ A detailed study is recommended in the West McHenry Bypass Corridor to
identify the future alignment for the SRA route west of the City of McHenry.

* The future alignment of U.S. Route 12 from lllinois Route 31 to the
llinois/Wisconsin State Line is presently under IDOT study. Sra
recommendations are deferred until the study is completed,



Acquisition of additional right-of-way is recommended from:

U.S. Route 30 to Jericho Road,
interstate 88 to Kaneville Road,
Williamsburg Avenue to Algonquin Road,
Pyott Road to lllinois Route 31, and
lllinois Route 176 to U.S. Route 12.

The public hearings were conducted in an open house format. A copy of the attendance
register for the hearings is provided as Attachment A to this summary. Exhibits showing
the recommended improvements were displayed for public viewing and throughout the
hearings, a narrated slide presentation was given every 30 minutes in an adjoining
room. The slide presentations included general information about the Strategic
Regional Arterial System and Operation Greenlight, as well as identitying the scope of
improvements recommended for the Strategic Regional Arterial Route. A copy of the
narrative for the slide presentations is provided as Attachment B to this summary.

Representatives of the lllinois Department of Transportation as well as the project
consultant, Harland Bartholomew & Associates, Inc., were present during the hearings
to answer questions and discuss the project recommendations. Also, a court reporter
was present during the hearings to take oral comments, and provision was made for
submission of written comments at the hearings and for a period of 30 days foliowing
the hearings. A copy of the recorded oral comments is provided as Attachment C to this
summary; copies of received written comments are provided as Attachment D. IDOT
response letters to the municipalities and local officials, concerning additional fina}
evaluation of SRA project recommendations, are provided in Attachment E. In addition
to the recorded oral and written comments, the following comments were expressed to
IDOT or project consultant representatives by those attending the hearings:

e Concerns were expressed for preservation of historic structures along Randall
Road.

RE: Historic structures have been identified on the route maps in order that
they may be preserved. Identifying the structures at this stage will insure that
all possible measures will be taken to preserve them.

¢ Questions were raised as to the timing of recommended improvements and
right-of-way acquisition.

RE: Acquisition of right-of-way could proceed as soon as the SRA study is
completed in order to protect right-of-way in developing areas. Roadway
improvements would not be constructed until the projected increases in traffic
volume are realized.



Concerns were expressed as the the impact of right-of-way acquisition on the
viability of businesses at the lllinois Route 64 intersection.

RE: Itis possible that in order to achieve the recommended SRA right-of-way
at some locations, businesses may have to be acquired, however, the right-
of-way limit shown at this particular intersection is not intended to provide the
detail which would be needed to determine the viability of these businesses.

A concern was expressed that other north-south county routes between
Randall Road and lllinois Route 47 should be improved/constructed rather
than focusing only on Randall Road.

RE: Randall Road is the focus of this study because it provides the most
viable existing route for long distance travel in this area of Kane County.
Other north-south routes in the area are not as suitable for long distance high
volume traffic.

Many questions were raised about sources of funding for SRA improvements.

RE: Presently there are no funds identified for any of the SRA improvements.
identifying the SRA system and the necessary improvements will provide the
mechanism for identifying a funding source.

Many gquestions were raised about the necessity for a 30-foot wide median
along the majority of the route.

RE: The 30-foot wide median is required along the route to facilitate dual left
turn lanes wherever they may be warranted in the future, This width could be
reduced in areas where access is controlled for long distances.

Questions were raised as to the method of providing access where barrier
median is recommended.

RE: Curb cut access would be right turn in/fright turn out with the possibility of
u-turn movements at the signalized intersections.

Concerns were expressed about the necessity to construct berms and other
noise barriers to protect residential areas from increased noise levels
accompanying the additional lanes.

RE: A detailed study of vehicle noise levels would be required in order to
determine the areas where sound barriers would be appropriate.

Support was expressed for improvements to the SRA in lieu of the Fox Valley
Expressway construction.



PUBLIC HEARING REGISTER

ATTACHMENT A
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ORCHARD/RANDALL/ILLINOIS ROUTE 31 SRA
PUBLIC HEARING SLIDE PRESENTATION

Welcome to this Public Hearing. The lllinois Department of Transportation
is pleased to present recommended improvements for Orchard/Randall/
llinois Route 31 between U.S. Route 30 and the lllinocis/Wisconsin State
Line as part of the Strategic Regional Arterial System.

The Strategic Regional Arterial System is a 1340-mile network of existing
roads in Northeastern llincis. This system is part of the 2010 Transporta-
tion System Development Plan adopted in 1989 as the official long-range
plan for transportation improvements in the six-county area of Northeast-
ern lllinois.

The Strategic Regional Arterial System is also a major element of Opera-
tion GreenLight, an eight-point program developed in response to a
growing awareness of traffic congestion in the region. In the last few
years, rapid economic development and population growth have resuited
in increased congestion on the expressways and on arterial and local
streets as well. Although projects are underway to increase the capacity
of the highway and transit system, continued economic and population
growth are expected to place increasing demands on the transportation
system.

As one of the key elements in Operation GreenLight, the Strategic Re-
gional Arterial System is intended to supplement the expressway system
by providing a network of roads for long-distance travel across the region.
The system is aiso intended to improve access to the expressway system
and major transit routes for regional trips.

However, the Strategic Regional Arterial System alone is not intended to
solve the congestion problem in the Chicago area. In addition to creating
the Strategic Regional Arterial System, Operation Greenlight also includes
other elements, such as developing major transit and highway facilities;
improving other arterial routes in the region; and reducing demand on the
highway and arterial system.

Together the eight points of Operation Greenlight are a blueprint for a
comprehensive approach to improve transportation in Northeastern Hli-
nois, and planning the Strategic Regional Arterial System is receiving high

priority.

Within the overali system, three different route types have been defined
based upon future density of development in the region. The three route
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types are designated as urban, suburban and rural.

Urban routes are located in the City of Chicago and adjacent portions of
more densely developed suburbs such as Qak Park. Suburban route
designations encompass most of suburban Cook and Lake Counties, all
of DuPage County and the more developed porions of McHenry, Kane
and Will Counties. Rural routes are located in the outer portions of Lake,
McHenry, Kane and Will Counties.

Each of the three route types has different characteristics which affect the
type and scope of potential future improvements. Routes located in
densely urbanized areas typically have minimal possibilities for roadway
expansion. However, improvements could be made to intersections, local
transit facilities and low structural clearances. For routes in developing
suburban areas, preservation of right-of-way, additional lanes on road-
ways, and signal coordination may be considered. In rural areas, preser-
vation of right-of-way and controlled access would provide for movement
of through traffic and accommodate future needs.

Desirable characteristics for each of the three route types have been
defined in the Strategic Regional Arterial Design Concept Report, com-
pleted in January, 1991. These characteristics identify desirable standards
in planning for the routes on the system.

Detailed studies of the entire 1340-mile system are being carried out in
phases over the next five years. The first phase of studies, which began in
January, 1990, covers 245 miles of the system, including Orchard/Randaill/
llinois Route 31.

Development of a comprehensive, long-range plan for the entire Strategic
Regional Arterial network is necessary in order to implement improve-
ments to the system in a coordinated and cost effective way. To accom-
plish this consistently throughout the system, the route studies are guided
by eight objectives.

- Determine the types of roadway improvements needed for each
route including additional lanes, signalization and interchanges.

- Identify and protect needed right-of-way.
- Examine ways to enhance public transportation.

- Manage access to Strategic Regional Arterial routes to improve
through traffic movement and reduce conflicts.
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- Coordinate land use and development projects with transporta-
tion improvements.

- |dentify ways to accommodate the growth in commercial traffic.

- Accommodate necessary bicycle and pedestrian travel on the
Strategic Regional Arterial route corridors.

- |dentify potential environmental concerns.

The Orchard/Randall/lllinois Route 31 studies have been c¢arried out over
the past eighteen months. The studies began with the collection and
analysis of information about conditions along the route. With information
about existing and projected conditions, possible improvements for the
Strategic Regional Arterial route were determined and a screening pro-
cess identified significant environmental conditions along each route.
Construction cost estimates for the recommended improvements for each
route were prepared. Consideration also was given to right-of-way needs
and availability to accommodate recommended ultimate improvements.

Throughout the planning process, local involvement and coordination
efforts included meeting with an Advisory Panel for each Strategic Re-
gional Arterial route. A regular newsletter for each Panel has informed
members about the Strategic Regional Arterial program and ongoing

route studies, and a draft report has been prepared for each route.

Following this public hearing, a final report will be prepared, documenting
the route studies, recommended improvements and public involvement
including comments from this meeting.

Implementation of improvements may occur over a period of many years
and each improvement project will involve more detailed study to develop
specific plans. Continued public involvement and community coordination
will be an integral part of the process throughout the design and construc-
tion of future improvements.

Four separate routes comprise Strategic Regional Arterial Orchard/
Randali/lilinois Route 31:

- Orchard Road from U.S. Route 30 to Mooseheart Road,

- Randall Road from Mooseheart Road to the proposed Randall
Road/llinois Route 31 connector,

- llinois Route 31 from the proposed connector to Tryon Grove
Road, and

- U.S. Route 12 from Tryon Grove Road to the Wisconsin State
Line



Together they provide a continuous 53-mile route from the Kane/Kendall
County Line to the llinois/Wisconsin State Line. The route passes through
the incorporated areas of twenty communities including Aurora, St.
Charles, Elgin, Crystal |Lake, McHenry and Richmond. Between U.S.
Route 30 and County Line Road, the route is in Kane County; and, be-
tween County Line Road and Wisconsin, the route is in McHenry County.
Although a separate public hearing is being held in each county, this
presentation includes information on the entire route to convey the conti-
nuity of the route as a Strategic Regional Arterial.

19 — Regional Orchard/Randall/lliinois Route 31 intersects nine other SRA routes: U.S.
Facilities Map Route 30, Fabyan Parkway, lllincis Route 64, U.S. Route 20, Algonquin

Road, U.S. Route 14, lllinois Route 120, U.S. Route 12 and llinois Route

173. It interchanges with two expressways: Interstate 88 and Interstate

90.

20 - Commuter Rail Four commuter rail lines operate between Chicago and the Orchard/
Lines Randall/lllinois Route 31 corridor:

- the Metra/Burlington Northern line operates a station at its west-
ern terminus in Aurora,

- the Metra/Chicago & North Western line operates a station at its
western terminus in Geneva,

- the Metra/Milwaukee District West line operates a station at its
western terminus at Big Timber Road, and

- the Metra/Chicago & North Western line operates stations in
both Crystal Lake and McHenry.

21 - Typical Subur- Orchard/Randall/lllinois Route 31 is classified as a Suburban Strategic
ban Cross Regional Anterial from U.S. Route 30 to the City of McHenry for which a
Section minimum of three through traffic lanes in each direction with at least a 120-

foot wide right-of-way are desirable. From the City of McHenry to the

22 - Typical Rural Wisconsin State Line, the route is classified as a Rural Strategic Regional
Cross Section Arteriat for which a minimum of two through traffic lanes in each direction

~ with at least a 168-foot wide right-of-way are desirable. The existing road-

23 — View of IL 31 way configuration is basically two through traffic lanes from U.S. Route 30
north of IL 176 to Oak Street Road and from Interstate 90 to Wisconsin. Between Oak

24 — View of Street Road and Interstate 90 there are four through traffic lanes. The
Randall @ existing right-of-way varies from 140 feet wide on Randall Road to 66 feet
Fabyan Pkwy. wide on lllinois Route 31.

25 . View of Rush The projected travel demand in the year 2010 for Orchard/Randall/ ilinois
between IL 38 Route 31 ranges from less than 30,000 vehicles per day on Orchard Road
&IL 64 to 40,000 vehicles per day on Randall Road. In comparison, the most

26 — View of Or- recent recorded traffic volumes range from 12,000 vehicles per day on

chard Road
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Orchard Road tc 34,000 vehicles per day on Randall Road.

Between U.S. Route 30 on the south and Sullivan Road on the north, the
recommended roadway improvement provides for two through traffic
lanes in each direction and a continuous 30-foot wide barrier median.
From U.S. Route 30 to Jericho Road, 120 feet of right-of-way is required
for the recommended roadway cross-section. North of Jericho Road the
existing right-of-way is adequate for the four through lane 30-foot wide
barrier median cross-section.

Between Sullivan Road on the south and Oak Street Road on the north,
the recommended roadway improvement for Orchard Road provides for
three through lanes in each direction and a 30-foot wide barrier median
with a desirable ultimate right-of-way width of 150 feet. It is recommended
in this segment that the Interstate 88 interchange be modified to provide
full directional access.

The recommended roadway improvement for the proposed Orchard Road
Extension from Oak Street Road to Randall Road provides for three
through lanes in each direction and a continuous 30-foot wide barrier
median with a desirable ultimate right-of-way width of 150 feet.

From the Orchard Road Extension on the south to U.S. Route 20 on the
north, the recommended roadway improvement for Randall Road pro-
vides for three through lanes in each direction with a desirable ultimate
right-of-way width of 150 feet. A 30-foot wide barrier median is recom-
mended throughout this segment to provide dual left turn lanes at major
cross streets. It is recommended in this segment that right-of-way be
protected between MacDonald and Hopps Roads for a potential grade
separation at the Chicago, Central and Pacific Railroad.

Between U.S. Route 20 on the south, and lllinois Route 72 (Higgins Road)
on the north, the recornmended roadway improvement for Randali Road
provides for three through lanes in each direction and a 30-foot wide
barrier median with a 150-foot wide right-of-way. It is recommended in
this segment that the Interstate 90 interchange be modified to provide full
directional access.

Between lllinois Route 72 on the south and the Randall Road/lllinois Route
31 connector on the north, the recommended roadway improvement for
Randalt Road provides for two through lanes in each direction and a 30-
foot wide barrier median. Between lllincis Route 72 and Algongquin Road
150 feet right-of-way is necessary for the recommended roadway cross
section. North of Algonquin Road the existing right-of-way is adequate for
recommended roadway cross-section.
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The recommended roadway improvement for the proposed Randall Road/
lllinois Route 31 connector provides for two through lanes in each direc-
tion and a continuous 30-foot wide barrier median with a desirable ultimate
right-of-way width of 120 feet.

Between the Randall Road/lllinois Route 31 connector and Gracy Road,
the recommended roadway improvement on lilinois Route 31 provides two
through lanes in each direction and a continuous 30-foot wide barrier
median. From the connector to Hlinois Route 176, the existing right-of-way
is adequate for the recommended roadway cross-section. North of lllinois
176 to Gracy Road, a desirable ultimate right-of-way width of 120 feet is
adequate for the four through lane 30-foot wide median cross-section

Between Gracy Road on the south and School Road on the north, it is
recommended that the West McHenry Bypass be constructed. Limited
existing right-of-way and continuous commercial and residential develop-
ment along lllinois Route 31 makes it infeasible to widen the roadway for
additional lanes through McHenry. Additional study of the West McHenry
Bypass is recommended in order to determine an alignment which will
incorporate the recommended bypass cross-section of two through lanes
in each direction and a 46-foot wide depressed median with a desirable
ultimate right-of-way width of 170 feet.

Between School Road on the south and U.S. Route 12 on the north, the
recommended roadway improvement on lliinois Route 31 provides two
through lanes in each direction and a 46-foot wide depressed median with
a desirable ultimate right-of-way width of 170 feet.

Between lllinois Route 31 and the lllinois/Wisconsin State Line, the SRA
recommendations for U.S. Route 12 have been deferred. Ongoing IDOT
studies in the Richmond area must be completed before the SRA recom-
mendations can be finalized.

in addition to the recommended roadway improvements, other measures
are recommended to improve the flow of traffic along the route. These
measures are especially important where additional traffic lanes cannot be
provided. Management and consolidation of access should be under-
taken to limit the number of driveways along the SRA route so that access
points in developing areas are at least 500 feet apart. Where possible in
developed areas consolidation of existing access points is also encour-
aged. Interconnection and coordinated timing of traffic signals is recom-
mended as a cost-effective means of improving traffic flow. Locations are
also recommended for future traffic signals with spacing to maintain traffic
flow and allow appropriate signal timings. Installation of signals at other
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than recommended locations would interfere with these objectives. Provi-
sion of facilities to support existing and future bus service on the route is
also recommended. This would include shelters and walkways at bus
stops, as well as bus turnouts where possible. Potential ocations for
future park-and-ride facilities are also identified along the route.

Additional information concerning the Strategic Regional Arterial program,
as well as the studies and recommended improvements from Orchard/
Randall/lilinois Route 31 as part of the Strategic Regional Arterial system
may be viewed in the adjoining room, and representatives of the Depart-
ment of Transportation and the project consultant will be available to
answer questions. A court reporter, aiso located in an adjoining room will
be available to take any statermnent you may wish to make. Written com-
ments may be submitted at this meeting or may be sent to the Department
of Transportation at the address shown in the project brochure.

Thank you for participating in this public hearing.
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IN RE:
STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL
OPERATION GREENLIGHT

ILLINOIS ROUTE 31 (RANDALL
ROAD) BETWEEN THE McCHENRY
COUNTY, ILLINOIS-WISCONSIN
STATE LINE AND U.S. ROUTE 30
IN McHENRY AND KANE COUNTIES.

REPORT of comments made at the public
hearing of the above-captioned matter, taken before
Joan M. Kenny, C. 8. R., a Notary Public in and for
the County of DuPage, State of Illinois at the
Holiday Inn, 800 South Route 31, Crystal Lake,
I11inois, on Wednesday, the 5th day of February,

A. D. 1992, during the hours of 2:00 P. M. and

8:00 P. M,
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MR. CAL SKINNER, JR.: Cal Skinner, Jr., 275
Meridian Street, Crystal Lake, 60014.

I have one comment and that is with
regard to the connector that is south of the Coventry
Subdivision, running from Randall Road to Route 31.

The presentation indicated that the
right-of-way was not wide enough at the present time.
I hope that the additional right-of-way will be taken
from the gravel pit side of the right-of-way rather
than the residential side of the right-of-way,
because the road is already too close to the

subdivision.

On the connector south of Coventry, it
seems to me there definitely ought to be a berm in
front of it and, also, a sound barrier if there is

going to be a four-lane highway there.
X % ¥ X X

MR. JOHN F. O’BRIEN: John F. O’'Brien,
O'Brien & Sons Furs, 180 South A Street -- that is
Route 31 -- West Dundese, Il1linois.

I was wondering why with East Dundee and

West Dundee and the Spring Hil11 shopping area that
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they wouldn’'t have an interchange at Randall Road and
Route 72; especially, when it is such an arterial
road that goes at an angle that a lot of pecple take.

That cuts off a lot of traffic because of
it being on an angled road like Algonquin’'s 72, or
Chicago, Elston, Milwaukee, Clybourn, et cetera, et
cetera, South Chicago Avenue.

I would think, geographically, becauss

the road is there, they should take advantage of it.

* X kX X X

MR. ROBERT W. GIBSON: Rebert W. Gibson,

After viewing the proposed plan, it seems
to me that that is a very good idea. It acknowledges
already a traffic pattern that is in progress now;
that is well used now.

And it would -- also, i1t should eliminate
the further need of a Fox Valley Expressway. This
should be more than adequate to supply the needs of
the local peopulation for the next twenty years.

Thank you. I guess that is it.

* X X x x




MS. DELORIS DOEDERLEIN: State
Representative Deloris Doederlein, representing the
65th District. My home is in Dundee and my office is
in Algonquin.

I am very concerned with Randall Road and
Highway 31. I am glad that we have this opportunity
to l1ook at these planes and future plans.

And while we are Tooking at improving the
roads that are existing roads that we already have, 1
would he very interested in looking at more details
on it; especially, to save the historical sites.

And that is what I am planning to do now.

X X X X X

MR. M. WHITMAN: M. Whitman, 320 Arrow,
Carpentersville.
I would suggest that you do all of this
on Route 47 and not disrupt all the homes en route

that this would do at this time.

x X X X X

MS. MYRTLE MILLER: Myrtle Miller, 11910

Randall Road, Algonquin.




I am concerned about the old large trees
in front of the farmhouse on the east side of the
road, the second farm from County Line Road, going
north.

And they are old and they, I think, are
rather unusual; and, if they get much closer, they
are going to ruin the roots.

I think they are already on the road
property, I am afraid; at least the hedge 1i1s and,
perhaps, the trees if they go closer.

If they can take i1t from the other sidse,

it would be better.

X ¥ ¥ X ¥

MR. FREDRICK C. BOGER: Fredrick C. Boger,
2121 Cherry Valley Road, Woodstock, 60098.

Now, I am a designer and architect and 1
can see the usefulness of it all. But what is going
to happen with that 30-foot easement in the center?

Are you going to landscape it or are you

just going to leave it, you know, collecting all kind

of debris?




And I have been on commissions 1like this
before for the State of Il1linois and I would like to
know why you can’'t reduce that 30 feet and put a
concrete barrier in between and bring it all together
better.

You are going to collect junk in there
otherwise, see. Although, if it was nicely
landscaped, it would be worthwhile, see.

But then you would have a probliem with
trees being mowed down by truck and cars on a
slippery day; where the wall escapes this whole
invasion. You stay on your side and I will stay on
mine.

But it should be high enough to hide the
lights so that you are not influenced by the lights
on the ocncoming traffic.

And they could reduce that roadway by at
least 15 to 20 feet and wouldn’t waste as much of the
width of the roadway that is being shown here.

Let's see, what else impressed me here.

At one time I was on this commission
with the State of I1linois, conservation. And what

bothered me there mostly was all of this wasted land

on either side.




A cloverleaf required roughly 64 acres of
land wasted when it should have been landscaped. And
my notion at that time was, okay, we got all these
poor kids in Chicago and elsewhere and make like a
C.C.C. camp and have them plant up these road with --
you can use evergreens.

I have used them on big jobs I have done
down at Griffith Laboratories down in Alsip. They
can see what I have done.

We can plant trees that are deciduous but
not big-lTeafed trees. So that, if it blows across
the road, it is a small item instead of big maple
leaves and oak leaves that you can't get rid of, see.

And it could be very nicely landscaped on
every one of these intersections.

And if they ever need somecone to be on
this committesa, I am volunteering right now.

But we can have some handsome roads. I
have traveled all over the country and states 1like
Kentucky do a better job with their wide roads than
we do here.

In fact, even Wisconsin has better people
planning the roadways than our idiots here, as far as

I am concerned.




But we got to take a look at all of these
intersections that are wasted. And I am on the
Forestation Act for the State of Il1linois, which is
trying to promote everybody into raising trees,
because, you know, one-acre of trees will release, I
think it is, twenty tons of dirt and pollutants from
the air. 8o we need more trees.

These roads are creating more pollution
with all of the o0il and all of the gasocline that is
being produced and tires, worn out tires, so we got
to plant up the thing to somehow compensate for it.

I think that will end my epistle for this
afternoon. Thank you.

But be sure that they invite me to be on
this committee. I am oild enough to know a lot of

things, okay. Thank you.

x X X X X%

MR. MICHAEL MARKOWITZ: Michael Markowitz,
P. 0. Box 176, Algonguin, Illinois.
Road improvements are not coming soon
enough, We need to really work on the bypass route

around Algonquin that was proposed back in 1959.



It needs to come to a decision and be

built as scon as possible.

X Xk X X X

MS. FLORENCE MERKLE: Florence Merkle,
215 South Northwest Highway.

I came up here primarily in regards to
Highway 14 crossing 31.

Another traffic study that came through
here said that at one time they were going to reduce
that to an at grade crossing as opposed a cloverleaf
as we have now.

The cloverleaf needs to be redesigned,
but it would be a Clavey Road if they put it at
grade. And this truly an objection.

Right now it is a very quiet objection.
I certainly would do everything I could to bring
attention to this at another meeting if I thought for
one second they were going to reduce it from a
cloverleaf to an at grade, because that is just an
accident waiting to happen.

The other thing is, 1 notice that they

are putting in a barrier median down what we consider
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now country.

That would be a herrible thing. If you
were pulling a horse trailer, going north or south,
and wanted to cross that median and you can’t cross a
barrier median.

And what you think of as farmland, or
just barns, are places where they hold horse shows on
the weekends. They may not be the International
Horse Show, but they are horse shows and horse
trailers have got to cross that median.

And 1 doubt very much that if people
along there -- I know some of the people that own
property along there. If they khew about the median
they would have come up here and fussed about it.

Because let a horse shift his wait, when
you are trying to cross a barrier median, you have
just tipped it over, you know.

It is the barrier median that is
upsetting me. I know we have to have then. wWe have
to have a median, you know.

Maybe -- going up to the corner and
making a U-~turn with a trajiler isn’t going to be a
good deal either, you know.

I am very concerned about that situation,




1

also. I just -- I doubt, you know, that IDOT is
completely aware of all of the people -- all of the
tenants, I should say, you know,.

But other than that, I think it is a
wonderful presentation.

The sl1ide show was great and so are the
aerijals. The guys have put a lot of work in. I am
glad to see it out here.

And that is 1it.

x %X X * *

MS. ELAINE MULLIGAN: My name is Elaine

Mulligan. My address is 18 Dartmoor.

I 1live on Dartmoor, which is right -- the
street that will abut the bypass. They have put in a
berm, which we appreciate; however, it is not
stopping any of the noise from the gravel pit.

I doubt if it will stop any ncise from a
Randall Road bypass. I would appreciate some type of
noise barrier on the side -- on the other side -- of

the bypass, away from the homes, on the side by the

gravel pit.

*x X XK X X
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MS. LILLIAN FORSBERG: My name is Lillian
Forsberg. I live at Post Office Box 375, Wonder
Lake, I11inois. Zip Code is 60087.

I find the exhibit very interesting, very
enlightening. I do have a question and request.

I found out that I can borrow these two
volumes, which explain the details, as well as tables
and maps, and reference from one volume to the other;
that I may borrow them to pore over or I may purchase
them for my own library.

I am also interested in the environmental
impact and an environmental impact statement, if
possible for this segment.

I would tike it in order to compare and
to test the noise lTevel and the pollution level by
using the wind roses available either through
airports or through the weather bureau along the
route that this segment is exhibiting to date.

I have here a two-page brochure with an
address to the I11inois Department of Transportation,
regarding this matter,

They also refer me here to the IEPA and
possibly I will get an Engineering Department

address. And I would appreciate this information as
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soon as possible. I will write as soon as I can get
home tonight to them.

Thank you for taking the message and
shortening the period of time when I will hear all

the good returns.

¥ ¥ X X %

MS. JUDY BRAJE: I live in the College Hi111
Subdivision, 4513 Ripon, R~i-p-o-n, Road. My name 1is
Judy Braje.

The comment I have is the expansion to
two lanes, which is now one lane in each direction --
when it goes to two lanes 1t is going to come even
closer to our back door,.

The noise level on 31 behind our propérty
is at a large amount now, and I would like to see
some type of berm or some type of trees or wooden
fence put up for noise because we are on the slope
that goes up 31,

And in consideration of pulling out of
our subdivision, I would like a left-hand turn lane

at the top of the hill., It is very treacherous.
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I would also like toc know how -- what
effect this would have on property taxes; if they are
taking part of our land, how would this effect --

Do you depreciate our property in any

way?

X ¥ X X X

MR, BILL KALASKE: My name is Bill Kalaske.
My address is 36W338 McKay Drive, St. Charles,
representing the Silver Ridge Estate Homeowners.

The reason I am here is to examine the
future roadbed as Randall Road runs through Kane
County and the effects that will have on the
watershed area along Silver Glen Road, which is where
our subdivision is.

The questions I have are the need for six
lanes running through Kane County when there is talk
of developing the scenic parkway one mile west of
there, which will be four lanes, to move traffic
north and south, and with the proposed Fox Valley

Freeway going in five miles to the east, carrying

traffic north and south.
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Also, I would l1ike to find out where and
how the bridge network, crossing the Fox River, will
tie in to this whole new expressway system and the
impact that it will have on primarily the seven miles
of residential area north of 8t. Charles and south of
Elgin.

That is my concern.

¥ X ¥ %X X

MR. DERS ANDERSON: Ders Anderson, 2712
Springbrook, Crystal Lake, 60012.
I am the -- I guess I will be speaking,
first of all, as a property owner in McHenry County
and, second of all, as a planner for the Village of

Bull valiley.

PATOR A NPT

ErESGTFEOC

As a property owner, I generally am
very supportive of the strategic regional arterial
concept. I think that, if anything, the right-of-
ways might be even wider than are recommended.

I think specifically on Route 31, north
of Terra Cotta, the right-of-way should --
immediately north of their property line, the right-

of-way should be 170 feet or more rather than 120.
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I would 1ike to see the process get a
little bit more involved in terms of obtaining
commitments from municipalities to end the county --
to preserve access controls to minimize curve cuts.
I don't think enough work is being done on that vet.

And then representing Bull valley, the
village will vote on a resolution in response to
these exhibits probably at their February meeting and
not any later than their March meeting.

As a planner for the village, what 1
initially see is that the bypass on the west side of
McHenry is being planned as a major arterial or, in
effect, an extension of Route 31%1.

And the Bull Valley Comprehensive Plan
recommends that there be a major collector bypass, or
a collector bypass, on the west side of McHenry, but
not an arterial bypass.

We appreciate McHenry's need for the
handling of traffic on the west side, but the
conversations that we have had with McHenry in the
past seen to be more in reference to that bypass
serving sub-regional traffic and not regional
traffic, such as this arterial bypass would do.

That seemed to be in concert with some of
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the recent development approvals, where they have not
preserved right-of-way for this arterial bypass.

So it is somewhat of a surprise at this
time to see that this would be an arterial bypass
rather than the current road, for instance, being
expanded to four lanes to serve neighborhood traffic
and sub-regional traffic.

But that is purely my opinion as a
planner for the village. I will have to wait to see
what the Board’s resolution and comment on the plan

will be.

x ¥ X X X

MS. BETTY STERLING: Betty Sterling, 8701
Riley, Wonder Lake, I1linois.

I find this plan much more acceptable
than the proposed Fox Valley Freeway. This 1is the
kind of thing 1 personally would like to see more of,
widening and improving current existing roads, rather
than building new roads.

My one question is, when you are going
through a park or a natural area, which you would

have to do to go through Glacier Park, why can't the
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roadways be narrower than 170 to preserve as much of
the park as possible.

I know that area. I know they would have
to go through some wetlands, and I would like to see
that corridor specifically made narrower.

Another comment is, we have lost a lot of
native vegetation to roadway developments. Would the
Department of Transportation consider planting this
roadway with only prairie species and maintaining it
not through extensive -- and maintaining it rather

than mowing it?

X X X X X

MR. HOWARD ADAMS: Howard Adams, 2307
Crystal Way, Crystal Lake, Illincis.

I don't feel that this study has gone far
enough. More of the problems that I see traveling
within the area is that we don’t have enough
east/west access of four lanes.

Everything that they seem to be doing and
the proposed Fox Yalley Freeway 1is covering

ncrth/south access.




19

People going into Chicago, or towards
Chicago, we don’t have anything major other than from

McHenry County’'s point of view I-90.

X %k %k Xk X

MR, FRED DOEDERLEIN: My name 1is Fred
Doederlein. My mailing address is 110 Railroad
Street, Dundee, Illinois, 60118.

I am a member of the Kane County Board. 1
would l1ike to make the following statement.

Kane County has spent many millions of
dollars and numerous years of planning and building,
and countless hours of work, building up Randall Road
to its present excellent shapse.

To have the State take over Randall Rcad,
as a state road, and possibly give us Route 31 in
Kane County in 1its present deplorable condition, and
with all the congestion, would be grossly unfair.

Perhaps the State could help Kane County
with the huge land acquisition required and a major
share of the construction costs involved. To do so
would insure a much better maintenance program for

Randall because the county has a more positive




maintenance program than the State; witness, the
present condition of the majority of the State of
IMlinois roads and Kane County roads,
Thank you.
(WHICH were all of the comments
recorded at the above-captioned

public hearing.)
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) §sS.
COUNTY OF DU PAGE )

I, JOAN M. KENNY, C. S. R., a Notary
Public in and for the County of DuPage, State of
IMlinois, do hereby certify that on the 5th day of
February, A. D. 1992, I reported in shorthand the
comments made at the public hearing of the above-
entitled matter; and that the foregoing 1s a true,
correct and complete transcript of my shorthand notes
so taken as aforesaid.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set
my hand and affixed my notarial seal this 18th day of

February, A. D. 1992.

Notary Public

kel
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MR. WILLIAM WALLEY

|

| David §. Sher & Company

1 180 North la Salle Street

| Chicago, Illinois 60601-2501

The comment is that, where the Randall Road
connector meets Highway 31 at the southeast edge of
Crystal Lake, it appears that traffic flow on the
existing 31 North, south of that point, and proposed
traffic flow from the Algonquin Road By-pass, hasn't
| been taken into account.

H Secondly, it seems that planning for two

| lanes of traffic in each direction on Randall Road,
north of the Interstate 90, is not adequate, given
the growth that's already occurring in that corridor.

It just doesn't seem to make sense.

That's 1it.

* % k K* K %
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| LORA J. SVANIGA

H Court Reporter - Joliet 815/723-9317-9318
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MS. PAT SJURSETH

12 N 040 Randall Road
Elgin, Illinois 60123

I'm also the Kane County Board representative
from the 16th District.

And my concern is mostly, living on
Randall Road, I feel as though there should be other
roads considered instead of concentrating a2ll the
traffic on Randall and Kirk Roads, the way it is now.

And, of course, my concern 1is the property
owners that live along Randall Road and who would
have to give up some of their property, which, for
another lane =-- another couple of lanes on
Randall Road.

And I would like to -- I would appreciate it
if they would consider concentrating the traffic on
other roads rather than on Randall.

Thank you,

* k% % & % %

LORA J. SVANIGA

i Court Reporter - Joliet 815/723-9317-9318



MR. JIM NANNINGA

44 East Downer Place
Aurora, Illinois 60507

Representing the City of Aurora.

1'd 1ike to make a request that the six lane
portion of the roadway be extended south to
Indian Trail, because Indian Trail will be our major
east/west arterial by-pass for the City, 1if you will.

It will make sense to carfy the widening
that one additional piece down to Indian Trail.

Very good.

Thank you.

* Kk k% k* Kk %

LORA J. SVANIGA
Court Reporter - Joliet 815/723-9317-9318



MR, TOM S. ANDERSON

712 Horne Street
St. Charles, Illinois 60174

I'm commenting on the concern for the corner
of Randall and Dean Street in St. Charles. I own the
property on the southwest corner.

Our building currently sits forty feet
setback from the current right-of-way.

And additional lanes will cause undue
traffic noise, congestion for the offices that are in
the building.

I would like the IDOT to consider the --
altering the plan that would limit the median strip
for a single turn lane on to Dean, because Dean is a
secondary activity and will not be necessary to have
the wide median strip at that corner.

This would allow our building and the other
corners that are already built to not have undue
encroachment by the highway into our property areas.

The address of the building of my concern
is 333 North Randall Road, St. Charles.

Thank you,

* k k k k *
LORA J. SVANIGA

Court Reporter - Joliet 815/723-9317-9318



MR. STEVE SZABO

283 Berwick Street
Aurora, Illinois

Yes, I'm concerned about the -- the
Orchard Road and the section between the Prairie and
Galena because that's where my back yard is. 1It's
setting probably in the middle of the road on the
north -- on the east side of -- of Orchard Road --
well, in the -- in the middle of that section, that
area.

And I'm just concerning the -- they try to
make the four lane street -- highway through there.

There's already a lot of traffic and there's

high noise -- noise level,

Plus, the -- the safety, because people not
gonna ride thirty miles an hour. They always gonna
speed.

And I'm afraid they gonna run into our back
yards. We have little kids, you know, and we're
concerned about their safety.

And, also, environmentally, you know, more
gas, more fume, dust and everything else what's comes
with it.

So, I'm just against it.
They should go in different routes and leave

the neighbors in a quiet area, you know, in a quieter
area.

I have recommended suggestion going out to 47,
and they can do four-six lanes on 47, and they can go
from 30 to Randall Road very easily by using that
route to 47,

All right, that's all I have. Thank you.

x 0k kK X % %

i LORA J. SVANIGA
Court Reporter - Joliet 815/723-9317-9318
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS
COUNTY OF C 0 0 K )

I, DOROTHY M. MAY, a notary public and
court reporter doing business in and certified by
the State of Illinois, under Certificate
No. 084-000732, do hereby certify that I reported in
shorthand the foregoing comments by interested
persons attending said public hearing on the
11th day of February, A.D. 1992; and that the
foregoing 1s a true and correct transcript of my

shorthand notes so taken as aforesaid,

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto
set my hand and affixed my notarial seal this

12th day of February, A.D., 1992,

. OFFICIAL SEAL
. DOROYY 4y
D S T M AY

Cook Couhty, Illinois

LORA J. SVANIGA
Court Reporter - Joliet 815/723-9317-9318
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LAW OFFICES
ZurowsKI, ROGERS, FLoOD & MCARDLE
20 VIRGINIA STREET

CrYsTAL L AKE, ILLINOIB 60014 CHICAGO OFFICE

(B1S) 459-2050 SUITE 1502

100 SOUTH WACKER ORIVE

CHICAGO, ILLING|S 60606
(312) 407-7700

FAX (815) 459-9057

RICHARD G. FLOCD February 27, 1992 FAX: (3)2) 332-1901

Mr. James C. Slifer, P.E. G
District Engineer T _ 4
Illinois Department of Transportation o
201 West Center Court R AN
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096 -
Attention: Walter S. Kos, P.E. S T

Gentlemen:

RE: Village of Bull Valley
Strategic Regional Arterial
Operation Green Light

Enclosed please find a resoclution
that was passed by the Village of Bull Valley
Board of Trustees on February 24, 1992. The
action came after being advised by the Vil-
lage Planner, Ders Anderson, that the Route
31 City of McHenry bypass corridor went with-
in the Village’s 1% mile planning jurisdic-
tion. The Village was never notified direct-
ly of this proposed corridor or any hearings

held on the matter.
Since
ﬁ//

ichard G. Flood

RGF: PH

Enclosure

Copy to: Village of Bull Valley
President and Board of Trustees
Village Clerk, Village Planner



A RESOLUTION REGARDING THE PROPOBED ROUTE 31
BYPASS WEST OF THE CITY OF McHENRY

WHEREAS, the 1Illinois Department of Transportation has
proposed bypassing the City of McHenry via an Illinois Route 31
bypass; and

WHEREAS, said bypass is a segment of the Orchard/Randall/Route
31 Improvement Project, which is called the Strategic Regional
Arterial Operation Green Light; and

WHEREAS, said bypass would be west of the existing Illinois
Route 31 and south of Illinois Route 120, extending into the 1%
mile planning jurisdiction of the Village of Bull Valley; and

WHEREAS, said bypass will potentially create a new commercial
area in total conflict with the Bull Valley Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Bull Valley has recently revised its
Comprehensive Plan, which was officially adopted with the passage
of Ordinance 1991-92-9 on January 27, 1992; and

WHEREAS, the Bull Valley Comprehensive Plan calls for publiec
and private open space and development having 3 to 4.9 acres per
dwelling unit within and around the Illinois Route 31/McHenry
Bypass corridor; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Bull Valley was never contacted by the
Illincis Department of Transportation, nor notified regarding any
hearings pertaining to this proposed bypass.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of
Trustees of the Village of Bull Valley, McHenry County, Illinois
that said Village opposes a Route 31 bypass corridor as proposed by
the Illinois Department of Transportation. The Village of Bull
Valley would reconsider its opposition to the bypass as proposed by
the Illinois Department of Transportation if land use policies and
planning are established and adopted by the City of McHenry and
Illinois Department of Transportation that are consistent with the

Bull Valley Comprehensive Plan. »AAA&éizz#é;;Z;izi:::::>
Rogal . Parrish
vi ge President

ATTEST:

CHL F oo

Phyllis Keinz, Village Clerk

DATED this 24th day of February




CERTIFICATION

I, PHYLLIS KEINZ, do hereby certify that I am the duly
appointed, acting and qualified Clerk of the Village of Bull
valley, McHenry County, Illinois, and that as such Clerk, I am the
keeper of the records and minutes and proceedings of the President
and Board of Trustees of said Village of Bull Valley.

I do hereby further certify that at a reqular meeting of the
President and Board of Trustees of the Village of Bull Valley, held
on the 24th day of February, 1992, the attached resclution entitled
"A RESOLUTION REGARDING THE PROPOSED ROUTE 31 BYPASS WEST OF THE
CITY OF McHENRY" was passed by the Bull Valley President and Board
of Trustees.

GIVEN under my hand and seal this 27 day of February, 1992,

(Pl e

Phyllis Keinz, Village Clerk
Village of Bull Vvalley,
McHenry County, Illinois

(SEAL)
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IDOT RESPONSE LETTERS

ATTACHMENT E



Summary of Response Letters

Orchard Road/Randall Road/lllinois Route 31 Strategic Regional Arterial

The following IDOT response letters to selected written statements reiterate

the need for the recommended SRA improvements both now and in the future.
As a result of the SRA public involvement process, these affected communities
will be given additional consideration and input into the possible future
implementation of the SRA improvements. As previously stated in the Summary
of Recommendations, the recommended improvements on lllinois Route 59 are:

SRA Segment 1: Orchard Road from U.S. Route 30 to Oak Street Road

U.S. Route 30 to Jericho Road, two through lanes in each direction with a 30-
foot wide median within a desirable ultimate right-of-way 120 feet wide
Jericho Road to New Indian Trail, two through lanes in each direction and a
30-foot wide median within the existing right-of-way

New Indian Trail to Interstate 88 (East-West Tollway), three through lanes in
each direction separated by a 30-foot wide median within the exXisting right-of-
way

Interstate 88 to Oak Street Road, three through lanes in each direction and a
30-foot wide median within a desirable ultimate right-of-way width of 150 feet
Interconnected signal systems from U.S. Route 30 to Aucutt Road and from
Jericho Road to the end of the segment

Grade separations at the Burlington Northern Railroad and the Virgil Gilman
Nature Trail

Modify Interstate B8 interchange to provide full directional movements

SRA Segment 2: Orchard Road Extension from QOak Street Road to Randall
Road

Three through lanes in each direction and a 30-foot wide median within a
desirable ultimate right-of-way width of 150 feet
An interconnected signal system for all of the signals in the segment

SRA Segment 3: Randall Road from Orchard Road Extension to lllinois
Route 38

Orchard Road Extension to the Chicago and NorthWestern Railroad, three
through lanes in each direction with a 30-foot wide median within a desirable
ultimate right-of-way 150 feet wide

Chicago & NorthWestern Railroad to Williamsburg Lane, three through lanes
in each direction and a 30-foot wide median within the existing right-of-way



Williamsburg Lane to lllinois Route 38, three through lanes in each direction
and a 30-foot wide median within a desirable ultimate right-of-way 150 feet
wide

An interconnected signal system from Main Street in Batavia to Segment 4

SRA Segment 4: Randall Road from lllinois Route 38 to Dean Street

Three through lanes in each direction with a 30-foot wide median within a
150-foot wide desirable ultimate right-of-way
An interconnected signal system for the entire segment

SRA Segment 5: Randall Road from Dean Street to U.S. Route 20

Three through lanes in each direction with a 30-foot wide median within a
desirable uitimate right-of-way 150 feet wide

Interconnected signal system from Segment 4 to Red Haw Lane; from Red
Gate Road to Bolcum Road, from Bowes Road to Cottage Green Drive, and
from South Street to Segment 6

SRA Segment 6: Randall Road from U.S. Route 20 to Big Timber Road

Three through lanes in each direction separated by a 30-foot wide median
within a desirable ultimate right-of-way 150 feet wide

An interconnected signal system from South Street in Segment 5 to Royal
Boulevard

SRA Segment 7. Randall Road from Big Timber Road to Randall
Road/lllinois Route 31 Connector

Big Timber Road to lllinois Route 72 (Higgins Road), three through lanes in
each direction separated by a 30-foot wide median within a 150 foot wide
desirable ultimate right-of-way

lllinois Route 72 to Algonquin Road, two through lanes in each direction and a
30-foot wide median within a desirable ultimate right-of-way 150 feet wide
Algonquin Road to Randall Road/lllinois 31 Connector, two through lanes in
each direction with a 30-foot wide median within the existing right-of-way
Interconnected signal systems from Big Timber Road to Miller Road and from
Ackman Road to McHenry Avenue

Modification of the Interstate 90 (Northwest Tollway) interchange to provide
fully directional access



SRA Segment 8: Randall Road/lllinois Route 31 Connector from Randall
Road to lllinois Route 31

¢ Randall Road to Pyott Road, two through lanes in each direction and a 30-
foot wide median within the existing right-of-way

¢ Pyott Road to lllinois Route 31, two through lanes in each direction and a 30-
foot wide median within a 120 foot wide desirable ultimate right-of-way

¢ Interconnected signal system from Pyott Road to Virginia Road and from
Pingree Road to Three Oaks Road in Segment 9

SRA Segment 9: lllinois Route 31 from Randall Road/lllinois Route 31
Connector to lllinois Route 176

e Two through lanes in each direction and a 30-foot wide median within existing
right-of-way

e |nterconnected signal systems from Segment 8 to Three Oaks Road and from
Crystal Lake Avenue to Segment 10

¢ Modification of U.S. Route 14 interchange under ongoing IDOT Phase | Study

¢ Realign the east leg of lllinocis Route 176 to intersect lllinois Route 31 at 90
degrees

SRA Segment 10: Illinois Route 31 from lilinois Route 176 to Bull Valley
Road

¢ lllinois Route 176 to Gracy Road, two through lanes in each direction and a
30-foot wide median within a 120-foot wide desirable ultimate right-of-way

e Gracy Road to Bull Valley Road, two through lanes in each direction and a
46-foot wide median within a 170-foot wide desirable ultimate right-of-way in
the West McHenry Bypass Corridor

¢ Interconnected signal systems from Segment 9 to mid-mile collector and from
Edgewood Road to Gracy Road

* Realign Ames Road to intersect lllinois Route 31 opposite Edgewood Road

SRA Segment 11: lllinois Route 31 from Bull Valley Road to McCullom Lake
Road

e Two through lanes in each direction separated by a 46-foot wide median
within a 170-foot wide desirable ultimate right-of-way in the West McHenry
Bypass Corridor

¢ SRA designation follows West McHenry Bypass alignment within identified
bypass corridor



SRA Segment 12: lllinois Route 31 from McCullom Lake Road to U.S. Route
12 (Tryon Grove Road

¢ McCullom Lake Road to School Road, two through lanes in each direction
and a 46-foot wide median within a 170-foot wide desirable ultimate right-of-

way in the West McHenry Bypass Corridor
e School Road to U.S. Route 12, two through lanes in each direction and a 46-
foot wide median within a 170-foot wide desirable ultimate right-of-way

SRA Segment 13: U.S. Route 12 from lllinois Route 31 to the Wisconsin
State Line

¢ Route recommendations deferred pending ongoing IDOT study results



ORCHARD ROAD/RANDALL ROAD/ILLINOIS ROUTE 31
SECTION 4: Public Involvement

4.4 NEWSLETTERS

A semi-monthly newsletter was prepared and distributed to members of the Orchard Road/Randall
Road/llinois Route 31 SRA Advisory Panel. This newsletter, called the S patlight, was designed
to inform Panel members about the SRA study and its progress. Included in the newsletter were
articles concerning topics and issues of general interest for the SRA system, as well as articles covering
particular aspects of the Orchard Road/Randall Road/lilinois Route 31 study. In addition, a Question
and Answer section addressed specific concerns about Orchard Road/Randall Road/Illinois Route 31
in relation to the SRA study.

Copies of all seven issues of the S potlight, prepared for the Orchard Road/Randall Road/lilinois
Route 31 SRA Advisory Panel, are contained in the following pages.

162
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SPOTLIGHT

RANDALL/ORCHARD ROAD ADVISORY PANEL

THE SRA PROJECT

The Strategic Regional Arterial {SRA)
system is a 1,340 mile network of
existing roads in the Northeastern Iili-
nois region. They create a network of
146 routes which is to act as a second
tier to the expressway system. Routes
are found in urban, suburban and rural
areas. They carry a large volume of
iong haul automobile and commercial
traffic.

The SRA system is defined in the
2010 Transportation System Develop-
ment Plan. The Plan was adopted by
the Chicago Area Transportation Study
(CATS) ang the Northeastern lllinois
Planning Commission {NIPC).

The SRA system is one response to
mounting traffic congestion through-
out the region. CATS estimates travel
in the year 2010 will be 23 percent
more than it was in 1980, Meeting the
2010 needs is the goal of the study.

Historically, some arterial roads have
accommodated regional travel. Roads
such as Milwaukee Avenue in the north,
Rand Road in the northwest, Harlem
Avenue to the south, and the east-west
North Avenue were the regional travel
routes before the expressways. Oth-
ers, such as Lake-Cook Road and Ran-
dali Road offer continuous stretches of
roadway which lend themselves to long
distance travel. These are the roads
which are becoming the most con-
gested with regional travelers. The

llincis Department of Transportation
(IDOT) and local governments have
identified over 1,300 miles of these ar-
terials.

The primary purpose of the study is
to answer the following question:

What can be done fo make
this existing arterial streef system
functlion as efficiently as possible?

The search for answers to this
question yields the following topics:

® The desirable SRA route design;
e The appropriate level of service;

® Interrelationship of arterials within
the SRA system;

¢ Methods to reduce delay;

e Appropriate locations for road-
way widening;

e Existing and needed right-of-way;

(Continued on page 4)



SRA ONE PART OF
OPERATION GREEN LIGHT

SRA is one part of a much larger
project to address traffic congestion:
Operation Green Light. Other activi-
ties include:

Develop Major Transit/High-
way Facilities: This element will
contribute to freeway and transit proj-
ects in the 2010 Plan. Also, it will
begin engineering studies and pre-
serve right-of-way for future routes.

Improve Other Key Arterial
Roadways: If the SRA network is to
carry regional traffic, the remaining
roadways must play a more important
role in carrying local traffic. This ele-
ment will address improvements that
will make them more efficient.

Identify Strategic Transit Im-
provements: There are two goals
for this element. This element will
work to make transit more convenient
and swift. Also, it will encourage more
pedestrian and bicycle routes.

Improve Freeway Traffic Man-
agement: Information about acci-
dents and blocked lanes is available
almost immediately. This element will
develop ways to provide this informa-
tion to other drivers and to emergency
personnel more quickly. Other priori-
ties are controlling the rate at which
vehicles enter the freeway and con-
tinuing the installation new toll collec-
tion equipment.

Improve Arterial Traffic Man-
agement:; Like freeways, better in-

formation systems for these routes
will reduce congestion. Providing this

information to individual drivers will
require sophisticated systems. New
equipment for private cars is being
tested. Traffic signal networks are
also very important. SRA will address
these same topics.

Reduce Demand for Highway
Use: This element examines ways to
reduce the number of vehicles on the
road, particularly at rush hours. In-
creasing the number of people in each
vehicle is the purpose of most strate-

gies. Sharing rides and taking mass
transit are ways that workers could
help. Businesses could offer preferred
parking to people sharing rides and
support the costs of sharing rides. This
element also encourages shifting work
schedules.

Increase Environmental Con-
sideration; Studies of ways to re-
duce noise and air pollution, to im-
prove the appearance of roads, and to
increase cooperation among local gov-
ernments are all part of this element.

OPERATION GREENLIGHT
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STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIALS
AND THE ROADWAY HIERARCHY

The Strategic Regional
Arterial will be a new kind
of road - an arterial that
takes on some of the func-
tions of an expressway.
This is how it fits into a
conventional roadway hi-
erarchy.

Freeway: The function of a free-
way is to provide regional transporta-
tion for large volumes of traffic over
long distances. There is no parking on
a freeway. Access is controlled by on-
and offramps that are generally spaced
at least a mile apart. Distance ar
height often separate the freeway from
the land around it. Expressway, super-
highway, parkway, and tollway are ali
terms used to describe freewayike
roads.
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Strategic Reglonal Aderial

(SRA): A second tier to the freeway
system. These routes were selected
because they carry, or are projected to
carry, large volumes of long haul traf-
fic. As a group, they form a network
that can carry such traffic to and from
locations the freeway system cannot.
They can also handle some of the
overflow from the freeway system.
Because of their strategic importance
to regional travelers, IDOT and CATS
are working to insure they receive
needed improvements. Recommen-
dations concerning parking, access,
traffic control, transit, land additions
and intersection widenings are ex-
amples of typical improvements.

Arterlal: An arterial has two func-
tions. The primary purpose of an arte-
rial road is to carry traffic within the
region. Secondly, it serves the homes
and businesses along it. Parking is
sometimes allowed, especially in older
commercial centers. Other streets and
the properties along it are directly con-
nected. Usually, the roadway is not
separate from the land around it.

Collector: The collector street di-
rects traffic from local streets to arteri-
als or local destinations such as shop-
ping, schools, and offices. The collec-
tor looks like the arterial, but it covers
less distance, so it carries less regional
traffic.

local: A local street provides
access to property. Moving trafficis a
secondary function. Local streets route
traffic onto a callector or arterial street
as quickly as possible. Parking is usu-
ally allowed.

Page 3



THE SRA PROJECT
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

® Methods to increase capacity
without widening the roadway;

¢ Integration of surrounding de-
velopment;

* Frequency and design of ac-
cess points (medians, curb cuts, drive-
ways);

¢ The role of traffic signals;

s Accommodation of vehicles
other than cars including mass tran-
sit, trucks, construction vehicles,
emergency vehicles, and pedestri-
ans;

® Parking;

¢ Pedestrian safety and conven-
ience; and

¢ Environmental impact.

There are two parts to the study.
The purpose of Part One is to provide
standards that address identified is-
sues. It will define existing and desir-
able roadway characteristics for ur-
ban, suburban, and rural segments
of the system; and offer techniques
for addressing special circumstances.
In Part Two, SRA roadway designers
will be able to use these recommen-
dations and techniques to reduce
congestion on the SRA system.

The study of all 1,340 miles of
SRA routes is divided into five phases.
The concepts and standards devel

Randall/Orchard Road SRA Route
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oped will be applied to the first 250
miles of specific SRA routes. These
routes are now under study. The
routes selected for this first phase
reflect the variety of route types from
the very rural IL 64 near DeKalb
County to the very urban Michigan
Avenue. The resultant plans for each
of the routes will include both short
and long term improvements. The
second set of roadways will be under
study by January 1991 and another
set each year after that until the
entire system is complete,

The future traffic demand pro-
jected for each route will depend
more on planned land development
and redevelopement and travel times
than on the specific cross-section of
the roadway. The study will suggest
alternatives for improving each route.
From the various alternatives, a de-
sirable roadway design will be se-
lected on the basis of efficiency,
cost, environmental impact, and local
development priorities.

By January 1992, each Advi-
sory Panel will have reviewed al-
ternatives for its route, have offered
its suggestions, and have seen the
final study results. A public meeting
will have been held for each route
segment. Each route will have a
prioritized list of projects and activi-
ties for route improvements. This
list will be a part of a final written
report. The recommended physical
improvemnents could then proceed
to conventional Phase | engineering
and design studies.
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ARTERIAL
ANSWERS

Arterial Answers will be a regular feature of this newsletter.
Please use the form at the end of the column to send us your
questions in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator. We will
see that you receive an answer.

The topics in this column arose at the first meeting of the
Advisory Panel for this and other routes.

What are the dutlies of the
Advisory Panel and when during
the studyislt scheduledto meet?

The Panel is responsible for review-
ing and commenting on the study
recommendations and conclusions. The
Panel will meet with the consuftants
two additional times during the study:
once to review alternatives for the routes
(Fall or Winter 1990) and once before
the public hearing (Summer through
Winter 1991},

Who should be on the Panel?

In addition to those government
representatives invited to this meeting,
the panel may wish to add representa-
tives from businesses and community
organizations along the route.

Will the consultants be avail-
able to meet separately with rep-
resentatives of all the communi-
fles along the route?

No. The Advisory Panels are the
only formal community contact included
within the contract for the consultant
services. HBA does plan to meet infor-
mally with community officials as
needed to gather information and
identify local concerns.

How many years will it take to
study all the SRA routes?

The SRA routes are planned to be
studied in five groups over a five year
period,

Will the study set the design
standard for the roadway?

Yes. The study will provide goals,
such as intersection improvements and
traffic signalization, to work toward.

Will access be a major topic
of planning for Randall and Or-

chard Roads ia—Kane Counly?
Why Is  important?

Yes. The number and design of
access points - median barriers, right
in/right out, turning lanes - are issues
that will be included. Too many access
points could seriously congest the area.

Will some specific intersections
be studled?

Yes. It will be possible to study
those intersections for which there are
adequatetraffic counts. Thisisnottrue
for all intersections. Techniques and
standards developed for improving
these selected intersections may be
applied to others along the route.

{Continued on Paga 6)
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ARTERIAL ANSWERS

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5)

Must all routes be studied be-
fore any improvements can be
made?

No. The five year capital improve-
ments plan can include projects as
soon as each phase of the study is
complete,

What if the county does not
wanttospendthe moneytocarny
out study recommendations?

There could possibly be special
funding for the entire system. This
would include roads, like Randall and
Orchard, which are not state high-
ways. The State is not trying to force
any local government to fund improve-
ments.

How do other studies and Im-
provementsforthis route,suchas
the Randall Road Corrddor Study,
relate to this study? Would it be
betier not to make planned Im-
provements during the study?

This study will consider the conclu-
sions and recommendations of other
studies, such as the Randall Road Cor-
ridor study, to be existing conditions of
the roadway. Recommendations of
this study may include additional im-
provements. It will certainly include
those planned or under construction.
Waiting to make planned improvements
would only postpone them.

Are local community goals im-
portant to the study?

Yes. We are looking to the Advisory
Panels to keep open the lines of com-
munication. Keep those questions
comingl

response.

MILESTONES

e January 29, 1990
SRA Project Began

* March 22, 1990
First Advisory
Panel Meelting

® April 16, 1990
Draft Part One
Design Concept

Report Submitted
for review

e October 1990
Final Part One
Design Concept
Report

Do you have questions about the Strategic Regional Arterials Plan? Is |
there something you would like to contribute? Use this form, or another |
sheet of paper (as many as you like), and send them to your Advisory |
Panel Coordinator listed below. We'll see that you get an answer or |

Please send to;

Terry Hotfron

Kane County Hwy. Dept.
41W011 Burlington Rd.
St. Charles, IL 60175
(708) 584-1170

Name
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SRA SPOTLIGHT

is published by:
Tha lllinois Departmant of
Transportation

edited by:
Harland Bartholomew & Assoc., Inc.

for:
The Strategic Regional Arterials Plan

Advisory Panel

Chairman
George Van De Voorde
Mayor, Elgin

Members

Dawid Pierce, Mayor, Aurora

jeffery Schielke, Mayor, Batavia

John Skillman, Mayor, Carpenterswile
Kenneth R. Swanson, President, East Dundee
William G. Ottilie, Mayor, Geneva
Raymond Kozloski, Mayor, Montgomery
Alfred Imgrund, Mayor, North Aurora

Jim Detzler, President, Oswego

Theresa Petersen, President, Sleepy Hollow
Thomas J. Rolando, President, South Eigin
fred Norns, Mayor, 5t. Charles

Richard Lightfine, Mayor, Wayne

Calvin Grafelman, President, West Dundee

Frank Miller, Kane County

For more information,
please contact:

Terry Hoffron

Kane County Hwy. Dept.
41wW011 Burlington Rd.
St. Charles, IL 60175
(708) 584-1170

ALOOK AT THE
SPOTLIGHT

——————

The SRA Spotlight is a
newsletter about the Strategic
Regional Arterial system study.

Each segment of the system has
its own edition published once every
other month. This first issue will go to
all members of the Advisory Panel and
any others who were on the mailing
list. Please use the form below to
change your address or add others to
the mailing list.

mailing list:

Name

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add
someone to our mailing list? If so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your

The purpose of the Spotlightis toin-
form Panel members about progressin
the study and to respond to their ques-
tions and comments, There will be
regular features including the Mile-
stones and Artarial An-
swers. Arterial Answers
will respond to Panel member ques-
tions. Please use the form at the end
of Arterisl Answers to sub-
mit your questions and comments about
the SRA and the Spotlight.

Title/Organization

Street

City

State Zip

Send to: BRA BPOTLIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator
whose address is shown at the bottom of the box to your left.
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_SPOTLIGHT

RANDALL ROAD/ILLINOIS ROUTE 31 ADVISORY PANEL

THE SRA PROJECT

The Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA)
system is a 1,340 mile network of
existing roads in the Northeastern -
nois region. They create a network of
146 routes which is to act as a second
tier to the expressway system. Routes
are foundin urban, suburban and rural
areas. They carry a large volume of
long haul automobile and commercial
traffic,

The SRA system is defined in the
2010 Transportation System Develop-
ment Plan. The Plan was adopted by
the Chicago Area Transportation Study
(CATS) and the Northeastern Illinois
Planning Commission {NIPC).

The SRA system is one response to
mounting traffic congestion through-
out the region. CATS estimates travel
in the year 2010 will be 23 percent
more than it was in 1980. Meeting the
2010 needs is the goal of the study.

Historically, some arterial roads have
accommodated regional travel. Roads
such as Milwaukee Avenue in the north,
Rand Road in the northwest, Harlem
Avenue to the south, and the east-west
North Avenue were the regional travel
routes before the expressways. Oth-
ers, such as Lake-Cook Road and Ran-
dall Road offer continuous stretches of
roadway which lend themselves to long
distance travel. These are the roads
which are becoming the most con-
gested with regional travelers. The

(llinois Department of Transportation
(IDOT} and local governments have
identified over 1,300 miles of these ar-
terials.

The primary purpose of the study is
to answer the following question:

What can be done fo make
this existing arterial street system
function as efficiently as possible?

The search for answers to this
question yields the following topics:

® The desirable SRA route design;
¢ The appropriate level of service;

¢ Interrelationship of arterials within
the SRA system;

¢ Methods to reduce delay;

e Appropriate locations for road-
way widening;

* Existing and needed right-of-way;

{Continued on page 4 )
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SRA ONE PART OF
OPERATION GREEN LIGHT

SRA is one part of a much larger
project to address traffic congestion:
Operation Green Light. Other activi-
ties include:

Develop Major Transit/High-
way Facilities: This element will
contribute to freeway and transit proj-
ects in the 2010 Plan. Also, it will
begin engineering studies and pre-
serve right-of-way for future routes.

improve Other Key Arterial
Roadways: If the SRA network is to
carry regional traffic, the remaining
roadways must play a more important
role in carrying local traffic. This ele-
ment will address improvements that
will make them more efficient.

Identify Strategic Transit Im-
provements: There are two goals
for this element. This element will
work to make transit more convenient
and swift. Also, it will encourage more
pedestrian and bicycle routes.

Improve Freeway Traffic Man-
agement: Information about acci
dents and blocked lanes is available
almost immediately. This element will
develop ways to provide this informa-
tion to other drivers and to emergency
personnel more quickly. Other priori-
ties are controlling the rate at which
vehicles enter the freeway and con-
tinuing the installation new toll collec-
tion equipment.

Improve Arterial Traffic Man-
agement: Like freeways, better in-
formation systems for these routes
will reduce congestion. Providing this

information to individual drivers will
require sophisticated systems. New
equipment for private cars is being
tested. Traffic signal networks are
also very important. SRA will address
these same topics.

Reduce Demand for Highway
Use: This element examines ways to
reduce the number of vehicles on the
road, particularly at rush hours. In-
creasing the number of people in each
vehicle is the purpose of most strate-

gies. Sharing rides and taking mass
transit are ways that workers could
help. Businesses could offer preferred
parking to people sharing rides and
support the costs of sharing rides. This
element also encourages shifting work
schedules.

Increase Environmental Con-
sideration: Studies of ways to re-
duce noise and air pollution, to im-
prove the appearance of roads, and to
increase cooperation among local gov-
ernments are all part of this element.

OPERATION GREENLIGHT
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STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIALS
AND THE ROADWAY HIERARCHY

———

The Strategic Regional
Arterial will be a new kind
of road - an arterial that
takes on some of the func-
tions of an expressway.
This is how it fits into a
conventional roadway hi-
erarchy.

Freeway: The function of a free-
way is to provide regional transporta-
tion for large volumes of traffic over
long distances. There is no parking on
a freeway. Accessis controlled by on-
and offramps that are generally spaced
at least a mile apart. Distance or
height often separate the freeway from
the land around it. Expressway, super-
highway, parkway, and tollway are all
terms used to describe freeway-like
roads.

OTHER ARTERIAL
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Strategic Reglonal Arerial
(SRA): A second tier to the freeway
system. These routes were selected
because they carry, or are projected to
carry, large volumes of long haul traf-
fic. As a group, they form a network
that can carry such traffic to and from
locations the freeway system cannot.
They can also handle some of the
overflow from the freeway system.
Because of their strategic importance
to regional travelers, IDOT and CATS
are working to insure they receive
needed improvements. Recommen-
dations concerning parking, access,
traffic control, transit, land additions
and intersection widenings are ex-
amples of typical improvements.

Arterial: An arterial has two func-
tions. The primary purpose of an arte-
rial road is to carry traffic within the
region. Secondly, it serves the homes
and businesses along it. Parking is
sometimes allowed, especially in older
commercial centers. Other streets and
the properties along it are directly con-
nected. Usually, the roadway is not
separate from the land around it.

Collector: The collector street di-
rects traffic from local streets to arteri-
als or local destinations such as shop-
ping, schools, and offices. The collec-
tor looks like the arterial, but it covers
less distance, so it carries less regional
traffic.

Local: A local street provides
access to property. Moving traffic is a
secondary function. Local streets route
traffic onto a collector or arterial street
as quickly as possible. Parking is usu-
ally allowed.

Page 3



THE SRA PROJECT
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

—

® Appropriate locations for road-
way widening;

¢ Existing and needed right-of-way;

¢ Methods to increase capacity
without widening the roadway;

¢ [ntegration of surrounding de-
velopment;

® Frequency and design of access
points (medians, curb cuts, driveways);

® The role of traffic signals;

¢ Accommaodation of vehicles other
than cars including mass transit, trucks,
construction vehicles, emergency ve-
hicles, and pedestrians;

® Parking;

® Pedestrian safety and conven-
ience; and

e Environmental impact.

There are two parts to the study.
The purpose of Part One is to provide
standards that address identified is-
sues. It will define existing and desir-
able roadway characteristics for ur-
ban, suburban, and rural segments of
the system; and offer techniques for
addressing special circumstances. In
Part Two, SRA roadway designers will
be able to use these recommenda-
tions and techniques to reduce con-
gestion on the SRA system.

The study of all 1,340 miles of SRA
routes is divided into five phases. The

concepts and standards developed will
be applied to the first 250 miles of
specific SRA routes. These routes are
now under study. The routes selected
for this first phase reflect the variety of
route types from the very rural IL 64
near DeKalb County to the very urban
Michigan Avenue. The resultant plans
for each of the routes willinclude both
short and long term improvements.
The second set of roadways will be
under study by January 1991 and
another set each year after that until
the entire system is complete.

The future traffic demand projected
for each route will depend more on
planned land development and rede-
velopement and travel times than on
the specific cross-section of the road-
way. The study will suggest alterna-
tives for improving each route. From
the various alternatives, a desirable
roadway design will be selected on
the basis of efficiency, cost, environ-
mental impact, and local development
priorities.

By January 1992, each Advisory
Panel will have reviewed alternatives
for its route, have offered its sugges-
tions, and have seen the final study
results. A public meeting will have
been held for each route segment.
Each route will have a prioritized list of
projects and activities for route im-
provements. This list will be a part of
a final written report. The recom-
mended physicalimprovements could
then proceed to conventional Phase |
engineering and design studies.

Randall Road/ lllinois 31
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ARTERIAL
ANSWERS

Arterial Answers will be a regular feature of this newsletter.
Please use the form at the end of the column to send us your
questions in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator. We will
see that you receive an answer.

The topics in this column arose at the first meeting of the
Advisory Panel for this and other routes.

What are the duties of the Ad-
visory Pane!l and when during the
study is it scheduled to meet?

The Panel is responsible for review-
ing and commenting on the study
recommendations and condusions. The
Panel will meet with the consultants
two additional times during the study:
once to review altematives for the routes
(Fall or Winter 1990) and once before
the public hearing (Summer through
Winter 1991).

Can the Advisory Panel meet
ot other times?

Yes. The Advisory Pane! may meet
as often as it wishes. Representatives
of Harland Bartholomew and Associ-
ates (HBA), the Chicago Area Transpor-
tation Study (CATS), and the lllinois
Department of Transportation {(IDOT)
can only attend at the three scheduled
times, however. It would be the re-
sponsibility of the Coordinator of the
Panel to inform members of topics and
to arrange for speakers.

Who should be on the Panel?

In addition to those government
representatives invited to this meeting,
the panet may wish to add representa-
tives from businesses and community
organizations along the route.

Will the consultants be avall-
ableto meetseparately withrep-
resentatives of all the communi-
ties along the route?

No. The Advisory Panels are the
only formal community contact included
within the contract for the consultant
services. HBA does plan to meet infor-
mally with community officials as
needed to gather information and
identify local concerns.

How many years will it take to
study all the SRA routes?

The SRA routes are planned to be
studied in five groups over a five year
period.

{Continued on Page 6)
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ARTERIAL ANSWERS

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5)

Will the study set the design
standard for the roadway?

Yes. The study will provide goals,
such as intersection improvements and
traffic signalization, to work toward.

Must all routes be studied be-
fore any improvements can be
made?

No. The five year capital improve-
ments plan can include projects as
soon as each phase of the study is
complete,

How do other studies for this
route, including those now under-
way, relate to this study?

This study will consider the conclu-
sions and recommendations of other
studies to be existing conditions of the
roadway. Recommendations of this
study may include additional improve-
ments.

Are local community goals im-
portant to the study?

Yes. We are looking to the Advisory
Panels to keep open the ines of com-
munication. Keep those questions
coming!

response.

MILESTONES

e January 29, 1990
SRA Project Began

e March 16, 1990
First Advisory
Panel Meeling

o April 16, 1990
Draft Part One
Design Concept

Report Submitted
for review

s October 1990
Final Part One
Design Concept
Report

Do you have questions about the Strategic Regional Arterials Plan? Is |
there something you would like to contribute? Use this form, or another |
sheet of paper (as many as you like), and send them to your Advisory |
Panel Coordinator listed below. We'll see that you get an answer or ||

Please send to:

Nancy Baker

McHenry County Hwy. Dept.
P.O. Box 389

Woodstock, IL 60098

(815) 338-2040 ext. 485

(815) 338-3630

Name
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is published by:

The lllincis Department of
Transportation

edited by:

Harland Bartholomew & Assoc., Inc.

for:
The Strategic Regional Arterials Plan
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Chairman

James R. Rakow
McHenry County Hwy. Dept.
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Mayor, McHenry

Ken McCreary
President, Prairie Grove
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For more information,
please contact:

Nancy Baker

McHenry County Hwy. Dept.

P.O. Box 389
Woodstock, IL 60098
{815) 338-2040 ext. 485
(815) 3383630

ALOOK AT THE
SPOTLIGHT

The SRA Spotlight is a
newsletter about the Strategic
Regional Arterial system study.

Each segment of the system has
its own edition published once every
other month. This first issue will go to
all members of the Advisory Panel and
any others who were on the mailing
list. Please use the form below to
change your address or add others to
the mailing list.

maifing list:

Name

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add
someone to our mailing list? if so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your

The purpose of the Spotlight is to in-
form Panel members about progress in
the study and to respond to their ques-
tions and comments. There will be
regular features including the Miila-
stonaes and Arterial An-
swaears. Arterial Answers
will respond to Panel member ques-
tions. Please use the form at the end
of Artarial Answaears tosub-
mit your questions and comments about
the SRA and the Spotlight.

Title/Qrganization

Street

City

State Zip

Sendto: SRA SPOTLIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator
whose address is shown at the bottom of the box to your left.
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RANDALL ROAD/ILLINOIS ROUTE 31 ADVISORY PANEL

ROUTE TYPES DESIGNATED

The Chicago Area Transportation
Study (CATS) and the lilinois Department
of Transportation (IDOT) have designated

road types on the SR A. These designa-
tions will help identify such things as right-of-way
width, number of lanes, and type of signals that
could be desirable for each route.

SRA routes are found in urban, suburban, and
rural areas. Urban routes are concentrated in the
City of Chicago and adjacent suburbs. Suburban
routes include most of suburban Cook County, all of
DuPage County, and the contiguous parts of Lake,
Kane, McHenry and Will Counties. The routes
furthest from the City of Chicago are Rural.

Designations are based on the number of
households per acre projected for 2010. Some
routes do not appear as intensely developed today
as they will by 2010.  Where household densities
are projected to be less than or equal to one half per
acre, the area is designated rural. Suburban areas
are expected to experience densities between one
half and five households per acre by 2010. Over five

ROUTE TYPES

McHenry

Kane

-I'.i'hln
EE] subrban
[ rrw

1' T

households per acre by 2010 is considered to be an urban area. Each area

represents the general trend within a given region not the growth rate of a

IL 31 in McHenry County has two

particular community. This allows some "smoothing” of designation, so that designations. IL 31 north of McHenry

the different types are not mixed together.

to the Wisconsin state line has been
designated as Rural. The ultimate 2010

Some routes offer segments which appear more intensely developed desirable characteristics for a Rural route
than their designation. One such segment might be the part of Mitwaukee could include:
Road that passes through central Libertyville. These segments will be consid-

ered as special circumstances in the intensive analysis which follows the

® A 210 foot right-of-way width,

route’s preliminary designation. These special segments can be improved in

ways which would not be proposed for the normal segments.

{Continued on page 3)




ARTERIAL
ANSWERS

Please use the form on page 4 to send us your questions
in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator. We will see

that you receive an answer.

What is the right-of-way?

Right-of-way (ROW) is the amount
of land set aside for the roadway. It
usually appears as a long narrow corri-
dor and also includes land for such
things as sidewalks, parkways, inter-
sections, turn bays, and on-off-ramps.

Is the ROW always the same
width as the actual road?

No. Often more land is available
than is needed for the existing pave-
ment. This allows the road to be wid-
ened later when needed.

Howdo you find out where the
ROW ends and private property
begins?

There are maps in each county re-
corder’s office that show exactly where
the ROW is. These maps are impor-
tant, because sometimes private prop-
erty owners have built within the ROW.

About how wide are most
ROW's on IL31 in McHenry County?

Most ROW's are about 80 feet wide
even through major intersections.

Are there many segments
where the ROW is not 80 feet wide?

No.

Are these segments wider or
narrower than 80 feel?

Narrower. There are three commu-
nities in which the ROW narrows to 66
feet. These segments are in or near the
central business districts of Crystal Lake,
McHenry, and Richmond.

and

SIGNAL TIMING
AND
COORDINATION

Properly timed and coordinated
traffic signals is a cost effective tech-
nique that can greatly improve the flow
of traffic on SRA routes.

When a series of signals is coordi-
nated, there is awindow of time during
which cars can drive through the sys-
tem without stopping. Once the driver
passes through the first light in the
series, chances are very good that the
driver will be able to drive through the
rest of the signals in the series without
having to stop. In this manner, the
optimal flow of traffic along the SRA
can be achieved.

Usually this is achieved by linking
neighboring signals to a master signal.
The master controller signals the other
traffic signal controllers when to start
their cycles. On SRA routes, signals
within one-half mile of each other should
be properly timed and coordinated.

Waiting at a traffic signal costs driv-
ers time, gasoline, and patience. Idling
cars add to noise and air pollution.
Uncoordinated traffic signals can actu-
ally compound congestion.

In this area, the lllinois Department
of Transportation (IDOT) has a Signal
Coordination and Timing {(SCAT) pro-
gram. During 1988 and 1989, 25
signal timings were implemented un-
der the SCAT program. Examples of
SCAT systems on SRA routes are Mil-
waukee Avenue in Libertyville, Pros-
pect Heights and Niles, Willow Road at
the Tri-State, and two segments of
Lincoln Highway.

(Continued on page 3)
Page 2



ROUTE DESIGNATIONS

Randall/IL 31

L 1]

{Continued from page 1)

® Two lanes for through traffic in
each direction with provision for
one more lane in each direction,

e A wide median,

¢ Potential for frontage roads, and

e Shoulders.

The remainder of IL 31 in McHenry County
has been designated as Suburban, The ultimate
2010 desirable characteristics for a Suburban route
could include:

® A 120 foot right-of-way width,

¢ Three lanes for through t traffic in each
direction,

® A raised median,

e Curbs and gutters,

o Sidewalks where appropriate,
¢ No parking on the street,

¢ Synchronized traffic signals at arterial
and collector streets, and

¢ Dual left turn bays at major

intersections.

{Continued on Page 5)
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e Jonuary 29, 1990
SRA Project Began

» March 9, 1990
First Advisoty
Panel Meelting

» August, 1990
Final Draft Part One
Design Concept
Report

Milestones

e October 1990
Pre-Final Port One
Design Concept
Report

e Jonuary 1991
Final Part One
Design Concept
Report
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Do you have questions about the Strategic Regional Arterials Plan? Is there something you would like to
contribute? Use this form, or another sheet of paper (as many as you like), and send them to your Advisory

Panel Coordinator listed below. We'll see that you get an answer or response.

Nancy Baker

McHenry County Hwy. Dept.
P.O. Box 389

Woodstock, IL 60098

(815) 338-2040 ext. 485

(815) 338-3630

— — —— — — — ———— ——— —— — — — T — — — — — i — — — — ———— — t— —— — — — —" —— —
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ROUTES

SIGNALS

{Con't from page 3)

Segments which are considered
to offer special circumstances include
the segment through the McHenry
central business district. This segment
is relatively narrow and expected to
convey traffic from both IL 31 and IL
120. Building setbacks are very small
which prevents construction of addi-
tional lanes to handle the congestion.
The segment through the Richmond
central business district is very similar.
It, carries traffic from US12 as well as
IL 31. This right-of-way and its building
setback are also quite narrow.

Alternatives for these segments
will be presented at the next Advisory
Pane! Meeting. This meeting is tenta-
tively scheduled for November. Your
Advisory Panel Coordinator will con-
tact you concerning the meeting ar-
rangements

o Q
anpg
Halloween
O o an o >

ls your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add someone to our
mailing list? If so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following narme and address to your mailing list:

Name

{Con't from page 2)

The Libertyville system is south of
the downtown area. It contains five
intersections from Greentree Parkway
to Park Avenue. Average travel speeds
increased as much as eight miles per
hour. During evening rush hour, collec-
tive fuel consumption was reduced by
over 100 galions and vehicles were
delayed 52 hours less than they would
have been if the signals had not been
coordinated.

The Prospect Heights system in-
cludes intersections from Des Plaines
River Road to the Palatine Road inter-
thange. While travel speeds did not
increase as much as in Libertyville, fuel
consumption decreased by 600 gallons
each noon rush hour. Evening rush
hour delay was reduced by 80 hours.
The Niles system is saving motorists
almost 63 hours each evening rush
hour, Willow Road system over 200
hours, and the two systems along the
Lincoln Highway over 170 hours. As
long as these systems are periodically
restudied to assure they are timed to
handle current traffic patterns, these
systems will continue to save time and
money.

Street

City State

Zip

Send to: BRA BPOTIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinater whose address
is shown at the bottom of the box to your left.
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RANDALL/ORCHARD ROAD ADVISORY PANEL

————

ROUTE TYPES DESIGNATED

The Chicago Area Transportation ROUTE TYPES

Study (CATS) and the lllinois Department
of Transportation (IDOT) have designated

road types on the SR A. These designa-

tions will help identify such things as right-of-way
width, number of lanes, and type of signals that

could be desirable for each route.

SRA routes are found in urban, suburban, and
rural areas. Urban routes are concentrated in the
City of Chicago and adjacent suburbs. Suburban
routes include most of suburban Cook County, all of
DuPage County, and the contiguous parts of Lake,

Kane, McHenry and Will Counties. The routes
furthest from the City of Chicago are Rural.

Designations are based on the number of
households per acre projected for 2010. Some
routes do not appear as intensely developed today
as they will by 2010.  Where household densities &
are projected to be less than or equal to one half per
acre, the area is designated rural. Suburban areas
are expected to experience densities between one

|

——
L

half and five households per acre by 2010. Over five

households per acre by 2010 is considered to be an urban area. Each area
represents the general trend within a given region not the growth rate of a
particular community. This allows some “smoothing” of designation, so that
the different types are not mixed together.

Some routes offer segments which appear more intensely developed
than their designation. One such segment might be the part of Milwaukee
Road that passes through central Libertyville. These segments will be consid-
ered as special circumstances in the intensive analysis which follows the
route’s preliminary designation. These special segments can be improved in
ways which would not be proposed for the normal segments.

Randall/Orchard in Kane County
has been designated as a Suburban
route. The ultimate 2010 desirable char-
acteristics for a Suburban route could
include:

* A 120 to150 foot right-of-way
width,

¢ Three lanes for through traffic in
each direction,

{Continued on page 3 )



ARTERIAL
ANSWERS

Please use the form at the back of the newsletter to send
us your questions in care of your Advisory Panel
Coordinator. We wiill see that you receive an answer.

What is the right-of-way?

Right-of-way (ROW} is the amount
of land set aside for the roadway. It
usually appears as a long narrow corri-
dor and also includes land for such
things as sidewalks, parkways, inter-
sections, turn bays, and on-off-ramps.

Is the ROW always the same
width as the actual road?

No. Often more land is available
than is needed for the existing pave-
ment. This allows the road to be wid-
ened later when needed.

How do you find out where the
ROW ends and private property
begins?

There are maps in each county re-
corder’s office that show exactly where
the ROW is. These maps are impor-
tant, because sometimes private prop-
erty owners have built within the ROW.

About how wide are most
ROW's on Randali Road and Or-
chard Road?

Most ROW's are between B0 and
100 feet wide even through major
intersections.

Are there many segments
where the ROW is not wider than
80 feet cor less than 100 feet?

No.

Are these segments wider or
narrowe! than most?

Both. Randall Road improvements

planned by Kane County could alter
the present ROW along Randall Road.

and

A

SIGNAL TIMING
AND
COORDINATION

Properly timed and coordinated
traffic signals is a cost effective tech-
nique that can greatly improve the flow
of traffic on SRA routes.

When a series of signals is coordi
nated, there is a window of time during
which cars can drive through the sys-
tern without stopping. Once the driver
passes through the first light in the
series, chances are very good that the
driver will be able to drive through the
rest of the signals in the series without
having to stop. In this manner, the
optimal flow of traffic along the SRA
can be achieved.

Usually this is achieved by linking
neighboring signals to a master signal.
The master controller signals the other
traffic signal controllers when to start
their cycles. On SRA routes, signals
within one-half mile of each other should
be properly timed and coordinated.

Waiting at a traffic signal costs driv-
ers time, gasoline, and patience. Idling
cars add to noise and air pollution.
Uncoordinated traffic signals can actu-
ally compound congestion.

In this area, the illinois Department
of Transportation (IDOT) has a Signal
Coordination and Timing {SCAT) pro-
gram. During 1988 and 1989, 25
signal timings were implemented un-
der the SCAT program. Examples of
SCAT systems on SRA routes are Mik
waukee Avenue in Libertyville, Pros-
pect Heights and Niles, Willow Road at
the Tri-State, and two segments of
Lincoln Highway.

(Continued on page 3)
Page 2
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ROUTES

SIGNALS

(Con't from page 1)
® A raised median,
® Curbs and gutters,
¢ Sidewalks where appropriate,
& No parking on the street,

# Synchronized traffic signals at
arterial and collector streets, and

® Dual left turn bays at major
intersections.

Alternatives for this route will be
presented at the next Advisory Panel
Meeting. This meeting is tentatively
scheduled for November, Your Advi-
sory Panel Coordinator will contactyou
concerning the meeting arrangements.

{Con't from page 2)

The Libertyville system is south of
the downtown area. [t contains five
intersections from Greentree Parkway
to Park Avenue. Average travel speeds
increased as much as eight miles per
hour. During evening rush hour, collec-
tive fuel consumption was reduced by
over 100 gallons and vehicles were
delayed 52 hours less than they would
have been if the signals had not been
coordinated.

The Prospect Heights system in-
cludes intersections from Des Plaines
River Road to the Palatine Road inter-
change. While travel speeds did not
increase as much as in Libertyville, fuel
consumption decreased by 600 gallons
each noon rush hour. Evening rush
hour delay was reduced by 80 hours.
The Niles system is saving motorists
almost 63 hours each evening rush
hour, Willow Road system over 200

Sendto. S8RA BPOTLIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator whose address
is shown at the bottom of the box to your left.

o Q
hours, and the two systems along the
'IOPP“ Lincoln Highway over 170 hours. As
long as these systems are periodically
“ °| Ioween restudied to assure they are timed to
handle current traffic patterns, these
% @ systems will continue to save time and
money.
P —— ——— e ———
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| Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add someone to our
I mailing list? If so, please complete the following:
| Please change my address on the mailing label to:
| — Please add the foliowing name and address to your mailing list;
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| Title/Organization
l
| Street
, City State Zip
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MILESTONES

e January 29, 1990
SRA Project Began

e March ¢, 1990
First Agvisory
Panel Meeting

* August, 1990
Final Draft Part One
Design Concept
Report

s Octlober 1990
Final Part One
Design Concept
Report

s Jonuory 1991
Final Part One
Design Concept
Report
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Do you have questions about the Strategic Regional Arterials Plan? is there
something you would like to contribute? Use this form, or another sheet of paper
(as many as you like), and send them to your Advisory Panel Coordinator listed
below. We'll see that you get an answer or response.

Name
Please send to:
Terry Heffron
Kane County Hwy. Dept.
41W011 Burlington Rd.
St. Charles, IL 60175
(708) 584-1170

Postage
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RANDALL/ORCHARD ROAD ADVISORY PANEL
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ADVISORY PANEL REVIEWS ROUTE CONCEPTS

The second Strategic Regional Arte-
rial (SRA) Advisory Panel meeting was
held on November 16, 1990 at the
Kane County Highway Department. At
the meeting the 1llinois Department of
Transportation {IDOT) and its consult-
ant, Harland Bartholomew & Assock
ates (HBA), presented the preliminary
analysis for Randall/Orchard. Prelimi-
nary analysis included applying the
desirable suburban SRA route charac-
teristics to Randall/Orchard, and iden-
tifying both the impacts and some al
ternatives to those impacts.

Randall/Orchard in Kane County is
designated as a suburban route. The
desirable configuration for a suburban
SRA route includes a 120 to 150 foot
right-of-way which accommodates
three to four through traffic lanes in
each direction, a median that can be
widened to allow dual left turns at
major intersections, signals where
warranted, and appurtenances such as
curbs, sidewalks, and gutters. (Please
see the October Bpotlight for a
more complete explanation of the three
route types.)

Alternatives to achieve this configu-
ration include the following:

® Protection of right-of-way between
Base Line Road and Jericho Road,
and Galena Boulevard and New
Indian Trail to allow 120 foot right-

of-way for potential improvement
to six through lanes of traffic;

® Protection of right-of-way between
Mooseheart Road and County Line
Road to allow 150 foot right-of-
way for potential improvement to
eight through lanes of traffic;

¢ Construction of a connector route
between Randall Road and Orchard
Road (Kane County is now plan-
ning the project);

® Management of access through
driveway consolidation, restrictions
on turning movements, and provi-
sion of coordinated internal circu-
lation in new development;

¢ Interconnection of signal systems
to improve traffic flow;

¢ improvement of intersections in-
cluding lengthened or additional
turn lanes with emphasis on inter-
sections with other SRA routes and
arterials; and

® Modification of interchanges with
freeways.

Specific signal and intersection
improvements may include:

¢ Modification of intersections to al
low right and dual left turn bays at
Base Line, Jericho, Prairie, Galena,

New Indian, Qak, Mooseheart,
Main in Batavia, Fabyan, Keslinger,
State, Main in St. Charles, Crane,
Red Gate, Silver Glen, McDonald,
Hopps, Bowes, Highland, Big Tim-
-ber, Higgins, Binnie, Huntley, and
County Line;

® Potential future signals, if now un-
signalized, and additional collector
street access at Aucutt, lllinois, New
Indian, Sullivan, Williamsburg, Qak,
Middlecreek, Bolcum, Royal,
Holmes, and Joy intersections and
atone half mile spacing between |-
B8 (the East West Tollway) and
Qak, Mooseheart and Main in
Batavia, Fabyan and Keslinger,
Bolcum and McDonald, Hopps and
South, 190 and Binnie, and Huntley
and County Line;

® Provision, as warranted, of signals
at McKee, Keslinger, Bricher, Dean,
Red Haw, and South;

® Modification of the interchanges
with 1-88, US 20, 1-90; and

* Modification of the Randall Road
alignment hetween McDonald and
Hopps.

Please see the Arterial An-
swaears column in this Spotlight
for a summary of the issues raised at
the Advisory Panel meeting on these al-
ternatives,



ARTERIAL
ANSWERS

Arterial Answers is a regular feature of this newsletter. Please

use the form at the back of the newsletter to send us your
questions in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator. We will
see that you receive an answer.

Are these detalled recommen-
dations?

No. These are preliminary design
concepts for the routes. Detailed rec-
ommendations will be made after fur-
ther route study and will be presented
at the next Advisory Panel Meeting.

Is the SRA study considering a
fully directional interchange at
the Northwest Tollway? Wil it
examine the interchange with US-
207

Yes. The intersection with the
Northwest Tollway is undergoing ex-
tensive change as a result of new devel-
opment and it is likely that improve-
ments will occur sooner than expected.

Could the allgnment of Ran-
dall Road through the Village of
Sleepy Hollow be shifted to the
waest to avold conflict with water
plpes and seplic fields?

it is desirable to maintain the exist-
ing alignment and to avoid unneces-
sary shifts in the centerline. Where
conflicts do arise, relocation of existing
utilities can be addressed as part of the
design of specific projects.

Will Hariand Hartholomew &
Associates (HBA) be available to
meet separately with represen-
tatives of all the communities
along the route?

The Advisory Panels are the only
formal community contact included
within the contract for the consultant

services. HBA does plan to meet infor-
mally with community officials as
needed to gather information and to
integrate local development efforts into
the study.

Will there be funding for im-
provements on SRAs that are not
state routes?

Several of the existing SRA routes
are not State routes e.g., Lake-Cook
Road. Connectors and bypasses are
being considered on others. Improve-
ments and acquisitions will first be
prioritized by when they will be needed.
As appropriate, they will be included in
the State's normal five year capital im-
provements planning process. Itis also
possible that SRA projects could re-
ceive a special designation and funding
category with a higher priority than for
similar projects on other routes.

{Continued on page 3)
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{Con't from page 2)

Would all Improvements to a
particularroute be completed at
the same time?

Not necessarily. This is a twenty
year plan. It is expected that not all
improvements would be needed atthe
completion of the study, but could be
carried out over the 20 year period in
response to growing population and
employment.

Would you like the Advisory
Panel members fo contribute their
ideas?

Yes! One of the primary purposes
of these panels is to open the lines of
communication between the consult-
ant and the communities along the
route. Please direct all comments,
suggestions, and question to your Panet
Coordinator at the address on the
bottom of the masthead. Alsoyou can
use the form provided elsewherein this
newsletter, The Coordinator will insure
your throughts are properly directed.

e e e e e ., e e e — q
I |
I Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add someone to our |
' mailing list?  so, please complete the following: I
| Please change my address on the mailing Iabel to: I
| Please add the following name and address to your mailing list: |
I I
Name

I I
: Tithe/Organization I

|
' Street |
! City State Zip :
| Send to: BAA B8POTLIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator whose address |
| is shown at the bottom of the box to your left, |
| l
b e e e —— —— — — — —— e —— )
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Do you have questions about the Strategic Regional Arterials Plan? is there
something you would like to contribute? Use this form, or another sheet of

A

r
| |
I I
} paper (as many as you like), and send them to your Advisory Panel Coordina- :
e January 29, 1990 | tor listed below. We'll see that you get an answer or response. |
SRA Project Began | |
| ]
e March 9. 1990 | —
First Advisory | |
Panel Meeting | |
|
* November 16, 1990 { —
Second Advisory I ]
Panel Meeting | |
¢ January 19914 I j!
Final SRA Design H | Name |
Concept Report i Please send to: f
| Terry Heffron |
| Kane County Hwy. Dept. |
1 | 41W011 Burlington Rd. |
] St. Charles, IL 60175 I
' (708) 584-1170 |
b e e 4
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RANDALL ROAD/ILLINOIS 31 ADVISORY PANEL

ADVISORY PANEL REVIEWS ROUTE CONCEPTS

The second Randall Road/llinois 31
Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) Advi-
sory Panel meeting was held on No-
vember 15, 1990 at the McHenry
County Highway Department. At the
meeting the llinois Department of Trans-
portation (IDOT) and its consultant,
Harland Bartholomew & Associates
(HBA), presented the preliminary analy
sis for lllinois 31 in McHenry County.
Preliminary analysis included applying
the desirable suburban SRA route
characteristics to lllinois 31, and identi-
fying both the impacts and some alter-
natives to those impacts.

lllinois 31 in McHenry County is a
suburban route south of the unincor-
porated community of Ringwood and
a rural route north of Ringwood. The
desirable configuration for a suburban
SRA includes right-of-way which ac-
commodates three lanes for-through
traffic in each direction, a raised me-
dian that can be widened to allow dual
left turns at major intersections, signals
where warranted, and appurtenances
such as curbs and gutters, The desir-
able configuration for a rural SRA in-
cludes a 186 to 210 foot right-of-way,
two through lanes of traffic in each
direction served by frontage roads, and
such appurtenances as shoulders.
(Piease see the October S potlight

for amore complete explanation of the
route types.)

Alternatives to achieve this configu-
ration include the following:

® Protection of right-of-way between
County Line Road and unincorpo-
rated Ringwood, to allow a 120
foot right-of-way.

® Protection of right-of-way between
unincorporated Ringwood and
Tryon Grove Road to allow a 186
foot right-of-way;

¢ Management of access through
driveway consolidation, restrictions
on turning movements, and provi-
sion of coordinated internal circu-
lation in new development;

o Interconnection of signal systems
to improve traffic flow;

¢ Intersection improvements includ-
ing lengthened or additional turn
lanes with emphasis on intersec-
tions with other SRA routes and
arterials;

® Construction of an interchange at
Algonquin Road;

* Modification of the interchange
with US-14 (Northwest Hwy.);

* Construction of a connector route
between the intersection of Ran-
dall Road with Achman Road and
of IL-31 south of Three Qaks Road;

¢ Construction of bypass routes
around the City of McHenry and
the Viltage of Richmond;

e |f bypass around the Village of
Richmond cannot be achieved, re-
locate parking in the central busi
ness district and expand through
lanes from one in each direction to
two; and

® Reduce minimum desirable right-
of-way to between 72 and 84 feet
with four through lanes between
Tryon Grove and the north end of
the route.

Specific signal and intersection im-
provements may include:

¢ Modification of intersections to a-
low exclusive right and dual left
turn lanes, and, if now unsignal-
ized, potential future signals at
County Line, Miller, Crystal Lake

{Continued on page 3)
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Arterial Answers is a regular feature of this newsletter. Please

use the form at the back of the newsletter to send us your
questions in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator. We will
see that you receive an answer.

Why are aerlal photos that are
overfouryears old being used for
the SRA study?

New 1990 aerials are not yet avail
able. Until then 1986 are the newest
available from the Northeastern lllinois
Planning Commission.

Wil there be funding for Im-
provemaents on SRAs that are not
state routes?

Several of the existing SRA routes
are not State routes e.g., LakeCook
Road. Connectors and bypasses are
being considered on others. Improve-
ments and acquisitions will first be
priaritized by when they will be needed.
As appropriate, they will be included in

the State's normal five year capital im-
provements planning process. Itis also
possible that SRA projects could re-
ceive a special designation and funding
category with a higher priority than for
similar projects on other routes.

Will representatives from Har-
land Bartholomew (HBA) be
avallable to meef with McHenry
Highway Deparntment and City of
McHenry staff? Department staffs
would like to provide HBA with
turther detalls and status of pro-
grammed improvements,

Yes. HBA is mostinterested in gath-
ering all available information about
the existing conditions and adopted
plans for the route. Please contact your
Advisory Panel Coordinator to arrange
a meeting.

In how much detail has Har-
land Bartholomew & Associates
investigated the West McHenry
bypass? There has been quarry-
ing activity in the area which may
effectthefeasibllity ofthe bypass
alternatives,

At this time, a West McHenry by-
pass has been identified only as a po-
tential. Continued evaluation of this
alternative will determine whether or
notit is a feasible and desirable alterna-
tive,

Would you like the Advisory
Panel members to contribute their
ideas?

Yes! One of the primary purposes
of these Panels is to open the lines of
communication between the consult-
ant and the communities along the
route. Please direct all comments, sug-
gestions, and questions to your Panel
Coordinator at the address on the
bottom of the masthead. Also, youcan
use the form provided elsewhere in this
newsletter. The Coordinator will in-
sure your thoughts are properly di-
rected.

| - PR ]
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ROUTE CONCEPTS

{Con't from page 1)

Road, Three Oaks, Crystal Lake
Avenue, Squaw Creek, Ames,
Edgewood, Gracy, Bull Valley, Wau-
kegan, IL-120, McCullom Lake,
Johnsburg, Barnard Mill, and Tryon
Qrove;

® Potential future signals and addi-

tional collector access at Roosev-
elt, Ackman, the connector route
south of Three Oaks, Ames, Edge-
wood, Gracy, Westerly, Pioneer,
Barnard Mill, and West Solon inter-
sections and at half mile spacings
between County Line and Miller,

Gracy and Bull Valley, at McHenry
Hospital, and between School and
Harts;

« Provision, as warranted, of signals
at Drake, Harts, and Burlington;

& Modification of the angles of inter-
section of 1L-31, IL-176, and Terra
Cotta;

Please see the Arterial An-
swaears column in this Bpotlight
for a summary of the issues raised at
the Advisory Panel meeting on these al-
ternatives.

e | O LS]

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add someone to our
mailing list? H so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your mailing list:

Name

Title/Organization

Street

City State

Zip

Send to: BRA SPOTLIGHT in care of your Advisory Pane! Coordinator whose address
is shown at the bottom of the box to your left.
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Do you have questions about the Strategic Regional Arterials Plan? Is there
M"'ESTONES : something you would like to contribute? Use this form, or another sheet of I
paper (as many as you like), and send them to your Advisory Panel Coordinator
January 29, 1990 : listed below. We'll see that you get an answer or response. :
e Ja .
SRA Project Began | |
I |
e March 9, 1990 | —
First Advisory i | |
Ponel Meeting | |
| | !
» November 15. 1990 * | |
Second Aagvisory | |
Panel Meeting | | |
I I
» January 1991 | Name |
Final SRA Design | Please send to: |
Concept Report | Nancy Baker |
| McHenry County Hwy. Dept. |
| P.O. Box 389 |
| Woodstock, IL 60098 |
I (815) 338-2040 ext. 485 |
I (815) 338-3630 [
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RANDALL /ORCHARD ROAD ADVISORY PANEL

WORKING WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

A key element in the success of the
SRA program goals is the active partici-
pation of local governments inimplem-
entation in their own communities and
in cooperation with other jurisdictions.
Some are land use and development
goals which will require implementa-
tion by local governments over the
next 20 years. Others are the kinds of
changes which can be enforced by
local law enforcement officers.

Once the recommended improve-
ments have been determined, local
governments can support the SRA pro-
gram in the following ways:

* Right-of-way protection - Protect-
ing right-of-way is important for all
SRA routes. Frequently the desir-
able configuration will require more
right-of-way than currently exists.
Because the majority of rights-of-
way on the SRA system are 100
feet wide or less, buildings are
sometimes close enough to the
existing right-of-way that the desir-
able configuration is not likely to
be achieved in the foreseeable
future. The existing situation may
not be permanent. Eventually,
properties along many of these
route segments will be redevel-
oped and could then be brought to
the desirable width.

Whether for development or re-
development, there are two prin-
cipal ways in which rights-of-way
can be protected: subdivision
right-of-way dedication require-
ments; and building setback re-
quirements which add an addi-
tional right-of-way allowance to
the normal setbacks. Dedication
is usually the acquisition method
of choice, because, by definition,
the right-of-way is donated for
the roadway at the time land is
platted. Setbacks are most useful
when development of additional
right-of-way is not planned, but
could be necessary; and when
development is expected to take
place outside of the subdivision
and platting process.

The municipal official map is one
logical vehicle to use in setting the
right-of-way standard for commu-
nity subdivision requirements. Sub-
division regulations are another.
Local governments can be espe-
cially helpful if they design regula-
tions to insure the property owner
retains a development potential
equal to that before additional
nght-of-way is required. This could
be accomplished by allowing any
additional right-of-way to be in-
cluded in the calculation of land
available for development.

(Continued on page 2)

. Each of the local jurisdictions
long the Randall/Orchard SRA .
can act to improve traffic condi-
ions on the route,  The majority
of the route is currently less than
he 120 foot right-of-way which
is desirable fér this type of route,

While the entire SRA right-of-way
may not be brought to the desir-
bie standard by the Year 2010,
uture developments may pro-
ide opportunities to obtain por-
tions of the needed ﬂg ht—of-way '

esurab!e cross section each
tlme a parcel is annexed,
su bdivided or redeveioped




WORKING WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

{Continued from page 1)

access. Owners of prop-
erties served by alleyways
shoukd be encouraged to
make use of the alley-
ways.

Arteriad

Internal access roads
are recommended for all
new development and re-
development. This circu-
lation should accommo-
date autos, pedestrians,

STRATEQIC REGIOMAL ARTERIAL

] delivery vehicles, transit,
and bicycles. This strat-

Access Consolidation

* Access Management - Proper
management of access can signifi-
cantly improve traffic flow on the
SRA system. There are at least
three levels of access: mid-block,
intersection with non-SRA streets,
and intersections with other SRAs,
The development approval proc-
ess should address these issues for
all new development and redevel
opment. Access from existing
development can also be improved.

It is recommended that mid-block
access be limited to right-in/right-
out in new developments and re-
developments. Along segments
with many curb cut access points,
it is recommended that the access
be consolidated into single points
about 500 feet apart. Any proper-
ties that have less than S00 feet of
frontage can beinterconnected via
easements allowing access across
property lines. This is particularly
workable when there are parking
lots between neighboring build-
ings and the streets they use for

egy will encourage ve-
hicles to enter and exit the SRA
from non-SRA routes; insure load-
ing and loading is accomplished
within the development; and will
draw pedestrians, transit riders and
bicyclists closer to many origins
and destinations.

e Demand Management - Local

governments can assist in reducing
the demand for highway use
through the

as transit and local government of-
ficials, so can be the most effective
vehicle for organizing such pro-
grams. The Chicago Area Trans-
portation Study (CATS) can pro-
vide technical assistance to TMAs,
and to local governments and

employers to form TMAs,

J

promotion of
strategies such
as alternative
work sched-
ules, ride shar-
ing programs,
and parking
incentives. In
rural and sub-
urban areas,
such programs
are best carried
out by groups
of neighboring
communities.

™

Arterial

A .

Transportation
Management ]
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Continued from page 2)
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Trqffic Signal Network

¢ Auxiliary Improvements - Auxil
iary improvements include both op-
erational and physical changes. Be-
cause the primary cause of delay
on arterial routes is stopping and
turning movements at intersections,
relief of existing congestion will

|

Connector Route Improvement

involve some form of improvement
of peak period operations at inter-
sections. The three greatest sources
of delay are waiting at traffic sig-
nals for the green phase, waiting
for left turning vehicles, and wait-
ing for right turning vehicles. Large
vehicles are particularly difficult to
move through any narrow seg-
ments, because they are slow to
accelerate and frequently need
more turning space in these inter-
sections than is available to them.
Typical projects might include:

. Signal Networks - Signal co-

ordination projects typically involve
many intersecting routes and dif-
ferent jurisdictions, so are best im-
plemented as a cooperative effort
among the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT) and any
other local governments that might
have jurisdiction. This strategy al-
lows signals on intersecting routes
to be coordinated as well. Theo-
retically, signal networks can in-
clude an indefinite number of sig-
nals as long as nointerval between
the signals exceeds one half mile.

- Intersection Redesign - Fre-
quently intersection improvements
involve rights-of-way belonging to
more than one jurisdiction. Coop-
erative ventures will assure that im-
provements to both (or all) legs of
the intersection are improved as ef-
ficiently and economically as pos-
sible.

- improvement of Auxiliary
Routes - Upgrading of intersecting
and parallel routes which would re-
lieve traffic on the SRA by allowing

Local Reliever Roiute

traffic to proceed more directly to
its destination. As one example,
vehicles can be forced onto the
SRA because an intersecting route
ends at one point on the SRA and
picks up at another. i the inter-
secting streets are directly con-
nected, the through traffic no
longer needs to use the SRA.
Another example is improvement
of an existing route which would
allow traffic using intersecting SRAs
to accomplish the trip more di-

{Continued on Page 5)
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What does the desirable read-
way for an SRA in a suburban
area include?

It is desirable that the roadway in-
clude three through lanes in each direc-
tion, a sidewalk and landscape strip,
and a median 18 to 46 feet wide.

How many cars perday would
this desirable roadway accom-
modate at a level of service that
Is acceptable?

Assuming the traffic signals are
coordinated access is consolidated, and
turns are either prohibited or accom-
modated in turn bays adequate to take
them out of the flow of through traffic,
this roadway could accommodate
40,000 vehicles per day. The roadway
would still be congested during peak
periods, but much improved over the
typical suburban route.

Is k necessary that all seg-
ments of the Randalli/Orchard
cormdor have the same number
of janes In order to provide a
comparable level of service?

The goal of the SRA program is to
provide acceptable levels of service
throughout the system. Roadway en-
gineers use a Level of Service (LOS) as
a guide to measure how well traffic is
moving. LOS ranges from LOS A —free
flowing — to LOS F — gridiock. In an
urban area the acceptable peak hour
LOSis D. LOS D is normally described
as allowing tolerable average operat-

ing speeds, but with much stop and go
and little maneuverability. In a subur-
ban area, the acceptable peak hour
LOSis Cor D. LOS C allows two-thirds
to three quarters of the normal operat-
ing speed, speeds vary somewhat, and
changing lanes can be difficult. In a
rural area, the acceptable peak hour
LOS is C.

The Florida Department of Trans-
portation (FDQOT) published a series of
tables detailing the maximum daily
volumes that could be handled by vari
ous types of roadways. This 1988
guide provides an objective compari-
son of the impact of narrowing rights
of way.

FDOT estimates that routes designed
with three through lanes in each direc-

tion can carry as many as 45,000 ve-
hicles per day at an average daily LOS
C. If the number of through lanes is re-
duced to two in each direction, the
route can accommodate less than
30,000 vehicles per day at LOS C. The
level of service deteriorates rapidly with
increases in the numbers of vehicles:
32,000 vehicles per day reduce the LOS
to D and 33,500 vehicles per day re-
duce the LOS to E.

Please use the form at the
back of the newsletter to send
us your questions in care of
your  Advisory  Panel
Coordinator. We will see that
you receive an answer.

CELEBRATE APRIL 15TH???l1lI

GOOD ROADS DAY

The fifteenth day of April in each year is designated as
lliinois Good Roads Day to be observed throughout the State
as a day for holding appropriate exercises in the public schools
and elsewhere to show the value of our public highways in the
economy of our State and the contributions they represent to
the prosperity, comfort and wellbeing of the Citizens of

lllinois.

{An Act to designate ... Good Roads Day. Approved March
6, 1943, llfinois Revised Statutes, Section 401.)

Page 4
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WORKING WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

{Con't from page 3)

rectly. Still another example is the
improvement of collector routes to
accommodate local traffic.

- Accommodation of Selected
Uses in Parallel Rights-of-Way -
improvements of parallel routes to
accommodate pedestrian paths,
transit ways, and bike paths can
also help. To bring pedestrians, bi-
cyclists, and transit riders to the
shopping centers, office buildings,
and business parks, relocating
sidewalks, HOV (High Occupancy
Vehicle) lanes, and bike paths off
of the SRA should be considered.
Already, many suburban bus routes
use shopping center entrances as
stops. Bicycles and pedestrians
can be much more safely accom-
modated in separate parallel path-
ways than within the inadequate
right-of-way of many SRAs.

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add
someone to our mailing list? [f so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your mailing

list:

Name

o Changes in Traffic Regulations
and Enforcement - Changing the
way a route operates can increase
the number of vehicles it can handle.
Operational changes are those im-
provements which may be made
without extensive construction,
They include such things as prohibi-
tion of parking, loading, and left
turns as well as coordination of
traffic signals.  Usually these
changes are made in the traffic
regulations and can, in effect,
exchange parking or turn lanes for
through traffic lanes on a one-to-
one basis. Conversely, parkingina
"no parking zone, double parking,
and illegal left turns can block lanes
which should be used by through
traffic.

Local governments can support the
SRA in all these ways. The companion
article details which of these are most
relevant to the Randall/Orchard corri-
dor.

Title/Organization

Street

City

State

Zip

Send to: BRA BPOTLIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordina-
tor whose address is shown at the bottom of the box to your left.
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Do you have questions about the Strategic Regional Arterials Plan? s there
something you would like to contribute? Use this form, or another sheet of paper
(as many as you like), and send them to your Advisory Pane} Coordinator listed
below. We'll see that you get an answer or response.

Name
Please send to:
Terry Hetfron
Kane County Hwy. Dept.
41W011 Burlington Rd.
St. Charles, IL 60175
(708) 584-1170

Postage
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RANDALL ROAD/ILLINOIS ROUTE 31 ADVISORY PANEL

WORKING WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENTS
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A key element in the success of the
SRA program goals is the active partici-
pation of local governments in implem-
entation in their own communities and
in cooperation with other jurisdictions,
Some are land use and development
goals which will require implementa-
tion by local governments over the
next 20 years. Others are the kinds of
changes which can be enforced by
local law enforcement officers.

Once the recommended improve-
ments have been determined, local
governments can support the SRA pro-
gram in the following ways:

* Right-of-way protection - Protect-
ing right-of-way is important for all
SRA routes. Frequently the desir-
able configuration will require more
right-of-way than currently exists,
Because the majority of rights-of-
way on the SRA system are 100
feet wide or less, buildings are
sometimes close enough to the
existing right-of-way that the desir-
able configuration is not likely to
be achieved in the foreseeable
future. The existing situation may
not be permanent. Eventually,
properties along many of these
route segments will be redevel-
oped and could then be brought to
the desirable width.

Whether for development or rede-
velopment, there are two principal
ways in which rights-of-way can be
protected:  subdivision right-of-
way dedication requirements; and
building setback requirements
which add an additional right-of-
way allowance to the normal set-
backs. Dedication is usually the
acquisition method of choice, be-
cause, by definition, the right-of-
way is donated for the roadway at
the time land is platted. Setbacks
are most useful when development
of additional right-of-way is not
planned, but could be necessary;,
and when development is expected
to take place outside of the subdi-
vision and platting process.

The municipal official map is one
logical vehicle to use in setting the
right-of-way standard for commu-
nity subdivision requirements. Sub-
division regulations are another.
Local governments can be espe-
cially helpful if they design regula-
tions to insure the property owner
retains a development potential
equal to that before additional right-
of-way is required. This could be
accomplished by allowing any ad-
ditional right-of-way to be included
in the calculation of land available
for development.

{Continued on page 2)

... TO IMPROVE
RANDALL FIDAD/
ILLINOIS ROUTE 31

Each of the tocal ]urlsdlctnons
along the Randall Road/IL 31 SRA
route can act to improve traffic
conditions on the route. The ma-
jority of the route has less right-of-
way than is desirable for suburban

_and rural routes. While the entire

'SRA rightof-way may not be

% : brought to the desirable standard
" by the Year 2010, future develop-

_ments may provnde opportunities

1o obtain pomons of the needed

McHenry, and the V'Ilages of
Algonquin, Lake in the Hills,
and Rlchmond should require

quate fof the’ desqrabie cross
section each time a parcel is
annexed subdmded or, rede—

orking to acqulre nght-of-way for
a connect
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WORKING WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

(Continued from page 1)

erties served by alleyways
should be encouraged to
make use of the alley-
ways.

Internal access roads
are recommended for all
new development and re-

Ariwrial

date autos, pedestrians,

STRATEQIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL

m delivery vehicles, transit,
and bicycles. This strat-

Access Consolidation

® Access Management - Proper
management of access can signifi-
cantly improve traffic flow on the
SRA system. There are at least
three levels of access: mid-block,
intersection with non-SRA streets,
and intersections with other SRAs,
The development approval proc-
ess should address these issues for
all new development and redevel
opment. Access from existing
development can also be improved.

It is recommended that mid-block
access be limited to right-in/right-
out in new developments and re-
developments. Along segments
with many curb cut access points,
it is recommended that the access
be consolidated into single points
about 500 feet apart. Any proper-
ties that have less than 500 feet of
frontage can beinterconnectedvia
easements allowing access across
property lines. This is particularly
workable when there are parking
lots between neighboring build-
ings and the streets they use for

r egy will encourage ve-
hicles to enter and exit the SRA

from non-SRA routes; insure load-
ing and loading is accomplished
within the development; and will
draw pedestrians, transit riders and
bicyclists closer to many origins
and destinations.

¢ Demand Management - Local

governments can assist in reducing

the demand for highway use E

through the

development. This circu- | panticularly narrow segments of

lation should accommo- |

.10 mpnove

access. Owners of prop- |

“create’ additional Tosidway’ ta
. pacity by making ‘operational
_changes. “The City of McHenry
and Village of. Richmond have

" right-ofway and could benefit
.. most from the following: = -

promotion of
strategies such
as alternative
work sched-
ules, ride shar-
ing programs,
and parking
incentives. In
rural and sub-
urban areas,
such programs
are best carried
out by groups
of neighboring
communities.

-—-\

Arterial

Transportation
Management

T
STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL i

Associations

174 Mile Minimum Spacing

.

|

internal Circulation
Page 2
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Continyed from page 2}
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Traffic Signal Network

(TMAs) include employers as well
as transit and local government of-
ficials, so can be the most effective
vehicle for organizing such pro-
grams. The Chicago Area Trans-
portation Study (CATS) can pro-
vide technical assistance to TMAs,
and to local governments and
employers to form TMAs,

inlersecting Street

————

:

Connector Route Improvement

® Auxiliary Improvements - Auxil-

iary improvements include both op-
erational and physical changes. Be-
cause the primary cause of delay
on arterial routes is stopping and
turning movements at intersections,
relief of existing congestion will
involve some form of improvement
of peak period operations at inter-
sections. The three greatest sources
of delay are waiting at traffic sig-
nals for the green phase, waiting
for left turning vehicles, and wait-
ing for right turning vehicles. Large
vehicles are particularly difficult to
move through any narrow seg-
ments, because they are slow to
accelerate and frequently need
more turning space in these inter-
sections than is available to them.
Typical projects might include:

- Signal Networks - Signal co-
ordination projects typically involve
many intersecting routes and dif-
ferent jurisdictions, so are best im-
piemented as a cooperative effort
among the lllinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT) and any
other local governments that might
have jurisdiction. This strategy al
lows signals on intersecting routes
to be coordinated as well. Theo-
retically, sighal networks can in-
clude an indefinite number of sig-
nals as long as no interval between
the signals exceeds one half mile.

- Intersection Redesign - Fre-
quently intersection improvements
involve rights-of-way belonging to
more than one jurisdiction. Coop-
erative ventures wili assure thatim-
provements to both (or all) legs of
the intersection are improved as ef-
ficiently and economically as pos-
sible.

Local Reliever Route

- Improvement of Auxiliary
Routes - Upgrading of intersecting
and parallel routes which would re-
lieve traffic on the SRA by allowing
traffic to proceed more directly to
its destination. As one example,
vehicles can be forced onto the
SRA because an intersecting route
ends at one point on the SRA and
picks up at another. If the inter-
secting streets are directly con-
nected, the through traffic no
longer needs to use the SRA.

(Continued on Page 5)
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What Is the desirable right-of-
way width for an SRA in a subur-
ban area?

It is desirable that the right-of-way
be at least 120 feet to 150 feet wide
and include three through lanes in
each direction, a sidewalk and land-
scape strip, and a median 18 to 46 feet
wide.

What Is the desirable right-of-
way width for an SRA in o rural
area?

It is desirable that the right-of-way
be at least 186 feet to 210 feet wide
and include a two-way frontage road
on each side, a shoulder and separator,
and a median 46 to 70 feet wide.

How many cars per day would
the desirable roadways accom-
modate at an acceptable level
of service?

Assuming the traffic signals are
coordinated, access is consolidated, and
turns are either prohibited or accom-
modated in turn bays adequate to take
them out of the flow of through traffic,
the suburban roadway could accom-
modate as many as 40,000 vehicles per
day. The roadway would still be con-
gested during the peak period, but
much improved over the typical subur-
ban route. Under optimal conditions
the rural roadway could accommodate
about as many as 30,000 vehicles per
day and the median and frontage roads
are sized and available for conversion
to additional through lanes as the region
grows.

Why is it disruptive to the flow
of traffic if small segments of the
roadway are narrower than the
rest of the route?

Traffic flows along a road in much
the same way that water flows through
a pipe. When the pipe s clogged water
backs up against the flow and less
water comes out the end of the pipe.
Congested traffic will use local streets
in the same way the backed-up water
will be pushed out the manholes — the
street and the pipe are full. The slow-
ing of the flow means that the road
and the pipe can accommodate fewer
cars and less water. The capacity of
both is reduced.

There are many buildings that
are or could be historically sig-

nificant near the route, paricu-
lardy in McHenry and Richmond.
Will the SRA study address mitl-
gating the impact of roadway
improvemenis on these re-
sources?

No, the SRA study will not address
specific mitigation measures, except to
the extent that concentrations such as
those found in McHenry and Richmond
have encouraged alternatives to the
desirable roadway configuration. Itis
understood that these concentrations
may make right-of-way acquisition in
these communities infeasible within the
Year 2010 time frame of the study.
The study has completed gathering
data on historic and potentially historic
structures, so that future design stud-
ies may more easily assess specific
impacts on future projects.

CELEBRATE APRIL 15TH???!!]

GOOD ROADS DAY

The fifteenth day of April in each year is designated as
Illinois Good Roads Day to be observed throughout the State
asa day for holding appropriate exercises in the public schools
and elsewhere to show the value of our public highwaysin the
economy of our State and the contributions they represent to
the prosperity, comfort and wellbeing of the Citizens of

tlinois.

(An Act to designate ... Good Roads Day. Approved March
6, 1943, Hiinois Revised Statutes, Section 401.)

Page 4
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{Con't from page 3)

Another example is improvement
of an existing route which would
allow traffic using intersecting SRAs
to accomplish the trip more di-
rectly. Still another example is the
improvement of collector routes to
accommodate local traffic.

- Accommodation of Selected
Uses in Parallel Rights-of-Way -
improvements of parallel routes to
accommodate pedestrian paths,
transit ways, and bike paths can
also help. To bring pedestrians, bi-
cyclists, and transit riders to the
shopping centers, office buildings,
and business parks, relocating
sidewalks, HOV (High Occupancy
Vehicle) lanes, and bike paths off
of the SRA should be considered.
Already, many suburban bus routes
use shopping center entrances as
stops. Bicycles and pedestrians
can be much more safely accom-
modated in separate parallel path-
ways than within the inadequate
right-of-way of many SRAs.

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add someone to our
mailing list? If so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your mailing list:

Name

o Changes in Traffic Regulations
and Enforcement - Changing the
way a route operates can increase
the number of vehicles it can handle.
Operational changes are those im-
provements which may be made
without extensive construction.
They include such things as prohibi-
tion of parking, loading, and left
turns as well as coordination of
traffic signals.  Usually these
changes are made in the traffic

_regulations and can, in effect,
exchange parking or turn lanes for
through traffic lanes on a one-to-
one basis. Conversely, parkingina
no parking zone, double parking,
and illegal left turns can block lanes
which should be used by through
traffic.

Local governments can support the
SRA in all these ways. The companion
article details which of these are most
relevant to the Randall Road/lllinois
Route 31 corridor.

Title/Crganization

Street

City State

Zip

Send to: SRA BPOTUIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator whose address
is shown at the bottom of the box to your left.
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Do you have questions about the Strategic Regional Arterials Plan? Is there
something you would like to contribute? Use this form, or another sheet of paper
{as many as you like), and send them to your Advisory Panel Coordinator listed
below. We'll see that you get an answer or response.

Name
Please send to:

Nancy Baker

McHenry County Hwy. Dept.

P.O. Box 389

Woodstock, IL 60098

(815) 338-2040 ext. 485 or (815) 338-3630

Postage
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RANDALL/ORCHARD ROAD ADVISORY PANEL

YEAR 2010 SRA SYSTEM TRAVEL DEMAND
PROJECTIONS UNDERWAY

This article was contributed by the Chicago
Area Transportation Study.

The Chicago Area Transportation
Study (CATS) makes forecasts of future
traffic levels and patterns as part of its
regional planning function. The Strate-
gic Regional Arterial system identified
in the 2010 TSD Plan was developed
and evaluated, in part, using these
types of forecasts. For the first phase
of the SRA system study, CATS
changed its regional highway

The Northeastern lllinois Planning
Commission (NIPC) prepared new esti-
mates of population, households and
employment for the year 2010 cover-
ing the six county area in November
1990. CATS maintains a computer
based representation of the regional
highway network which contains the
entire freeway system, all roads on a
designated federal aid system and

forecasting model to reflect the
recommendations developed in
the Design Concept Report. The
traffic forecasts thus developed
will be used in preparing the
initial design recommendations
for each SRA segment.

An explanation, in a general

The Year 2010 SRA system
travel demand projections
assume that all routes in the
SRA system have been improved
as suggested in the Design
Concept Report for the system.

fashion, of the methods used in
forecasting will make the resulting traf-
fic forecasts more understandable.
There are two primary inputs used in
developing traffic forecasts:

e estimates of future levels of socio-
economic development {e.g., num-
ber of households, amount and
type of employment, etc.) and

e arepresentation of the transporta-
tion network,

about 70 percent of the roadways des-
ignated as minor arterials or collectors.
This network represents approximately
5,300 centerline miles in the six coun-
ties. in addition to this network data-
base, CATS has developed and main-
tains a set of travel simulation models
used in forecasting future travel de-
mand. The traditional four steps used
in travel demand forecasting are briefly
described below.

1.Trip generation - The NIPC socio-
economic data is gathered into
land areas called traffic zones which
range in size from one to nine
square miles. The forecast popula-
tion, households and employment
in each zone determine how many
(and what kind of) trips that zone
will produce and attract. For ex-
ample, a zone which has a large
population and no employment
will produce many work trips, but
not attract any work trips (a zone
the employment attracts work
trips).

2. Trip distribution - A work trip
produced by a residential zone
needs to be linked to a zone with
work atiractions to mimic a real
world trip which always has a
particular starting and ending point.
This step turns trip productions
and attractions from the previous
step into trip interchanges using
travel time (few people are within
five minutes of work, most people
travel about an hour to work, and
afewtravelmuch longer) and how
many opportunities there are to
satisfy the trip purpose (there are

{Continued on page 2)
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PROJECTIONS

{Continued from page 1)
more jobs closer to Gienview than
there are to Woodstock).

3.Modal split - Knowing where trips
will begin and end, it is possible to
estimate how many will use auto
or transit based upon cost of mak-
ing the trip and user characteris-
tics. A work trip to the Chicago
central area is very likely to use
transit because of the high quality
service and high auto cost; while a
nonwork trip is far less likely to use
transit to suburban shopping loca-
tions because service levels are low
and auto costs are minimal.

4.Trip assignment - The auto trips
determined above are combined
with estimates of truck trips and
allocated to computer coded rep-
resentation of the highway net-
work. This is done in the same
manner that people usually choose
their travel routes: minimize total
time spent travelling. The esti-
mates of future traffic on any road-
way link is the sum of all the vehicle
trips assigned to that link by this
final model step.

—__ Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your mailing list:

Name

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add someons to our
mailing list? If so, please complete the following:

The process outlined above has been
developed and refined for over thirty
years. It produces an estimate of traffic
for all roads {including the SRA system)
at once. This is useful and necessary
when a very large number of estimates
are needed. However, it is very difficult
to produce thousands of “perfect” es-
timates simultaneously. The proper
application of estimates developed ata
regional scale is for ascertaining the
future capacity needs; i.e., are two,
four or six lanes likely to be required in
the future. This is why the traffic
forecasts CATS developed were pro-
vided in the form of volume ranges
corresponding to the carrying capacity
of various sized roadways. This allows
the preparation of preliminary designs
based upon the best current forecast
of future travel developed in a consis-
tent manner. The traffic forecasts used
in this preliminary work will continue to
be refined as these SRA projects move
along the established IDOT design/
implementation process. This process
inciudes considerable opportunity for
public comment and review of the
traffic data used in actual project de-
sign.

Street_

City State

Zip

Send to: SRA SPOTULIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator whose
address is shown at the bottom of the box to your right.
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Please send us your questions in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator. We will see

that you receive an answer.

Was the Sears development
included in the Year 2010 SRA sys-
tem travel demand projections ?

Yes, it was.

Are there other factors that
travel demand projections that will
go into the improvement plans?

Travel projections are important
to the SRA planning process, but they
will not determine the level of improve-
ments proposed. As part of the road-
way concept development, Harland
Bartholomew and Associates, Inc.
(HBA) is using the design concepts
developed in the initial phase of the
SRA study and is conducting roadway
capacity analyses.

A roadway capacity analysis esti-
mates how many vehicles can be car-
ried on the roadway. The analysis
allows variation of several conditions
that change the flow of traffic. The
capacity of an arterial roadway de-
pends most heavily on the number of
vehicles that can be accommodated at
itssignalized intersections (trafficlights),
so a group of variables describe how
long the average vehicle is stopped at
each signal. The number of signals and
distance between them is included.
Variables relating to the roadway and
its operation, such as the number of
through lanes in each direction, how
many vehicles each lane can accommo-
date, the posted speed, how many
vehicles are likely to make turns, and
the characteristics of rush hour traffic,
complete the information used in the
analysis.

Desirable right-of-way criteria
for SRA routes are included in the
Design Concept Report completed
atthe beginning of the SRA project.
Would protecting the desirable
amount of right-of-way be recom-
mended, if projected Year 2010
travel demand did not warrant it?

Where right-of-way is available, it
may be protected in amounts in excess
of what is projected to be needed for
the 2010 improvements, but not more
than is consistent with the desirable
improvements for the route type. The
strategy will insure the feasibility of
desirable improvements regardless of
when they may be needed.

Page 3
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RANDALL ROAD/ILLINOIS ROUTE 31 ADVISORY PANEL

YEAR 2010 SRA SYSTEM TRAVEL DEMAND
PROJECTIONS UNDERWAY

This article was contributed by the Chicago
Area Transportation Study.

The Chicago Area Transportation
Study (CATS) makes forecasts of future
traffic levels and patterns as part of its
regional planning function. The Strate-
gic Regional Arterial system identified
in the 2010 TSD Plan was developed
and evaluated, in part, using these
types of forecasts. For the first phase
of the SRA system study, CATS
changed its regional highway

The Northeastern Iinois Planning
Commission (NIPC) prepared new esti-
mates of population, households and
employment for the year 2010 cover-
ing the six county area in November
1990. CATS maintains a computer
based representation of the regional
highway network which contains the
entire freeway system, all roads on a

forecasting mode! to reflect

the recommendations devel
oped in the Design Concept
Report. The traffic forecasts
thus developed will be usedin
preparing theinitial design rec-
ommendations for each SRA
segment.

The Year 2010 SRA system
travel demand projections
assume that all routes in the
SRA system have been improved
as suggested in the Design
Concept Report for the system.

An explanation, in a gen-
eral fashion, of the methods
used in forecasting will make the result-
ing traffic forecasts more understand-
able. There are two primary inputs
used in developing traffic forecasts:

* estimates of future levels of socio-
economic development (e.g., num-
ber of households, amount and
type of employment, etc.} and

® a representation of the transporta-
tion network.

designated federal aid system and
about 70 percent of the roadways des-
ignated as minor arterials or collectors.
This network represents approximately
5,300 centerline miles in the six coun-
ties. In addition to this network data-
base, CATS has developed and main-
tains a set of travel simulation models
used in forecasting future travel de-
mand. The traditional four steps used
in travel demand forecasting are briefly
described below.

1.Trip generation - The NIPC socio-
. economic data is gathered into
land areas called trafficzones which
range in size from one to nine
square miles. The forecast popula-
tion, households and employment
in each zone determine how many
(and what kind of) trips that zone
will produce and attract. For ex-
ample, azone which hasalarge
population and no employment
will produce many work trips,
but not attract any work trips (a
zone the employment attracts
work trips).

2. Trip distribution - A work
trip produced by a residential
zone needs to be linked to a
zone with work attractions to
mimic a real world trip which
always has a particular starting
and ending point. This step turns
trip productions and attractions
from the previous step into trip
interchanges using travel time (few
people are within five minutes of
work, most people travel about an
hour to work, and a few travel
much longer} and how many op-
portunities there are to satisfy the

(Continuved on page 2)
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{Continued from page 1)
trip purpose (there are more jobs
closer to Glenview than there are
to Woodstock).

3.Modal split - Knowing where trips
will begin and end, it is possible to
estimate how many will use auto
or transit based upon cost of mak-
ing the trip and user characteris-
tics. A work trip to the Chicago
central area is very likely to use
transit because of the high quality
service and high auto cost; while a
nonwork trip is far less likely to use
transit to suburban shopping loca-
tions because service levels are low
and auto costs are minimal.

4.Trip assignment - The auto trips
determined above are combined
with estimates of truck trips and
allocated to computer coded rep-
resentation of the highway net-
work, This is done in the same
manner that people usually choose
their travel routes: minimize total
time spent travelling. The esti-
mates of future traffic on any road-
way link is the sum of all the vehicle
trips assigned to that link by this
final model step.

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add someone to our
mailing list? Iif so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your mailing fist:

Name,

The process outlined above has been
developed and refined for over thirty
years. It produces an estimate of traffic
for all roads (including the SRA system)
at once. This is useful and necessary
when a very large number of estimates
are needed. However, itis very difficult
to produce thousands of "perfect” es-
timates simultaneously. The proper
application of estimates developed at a
regional scale is for ascertaining the
future capacity needs; i.e., are two,
four or six lanes likely to be required in
the future. This is why the traffic
forecasts CATS developed were pro-
vided in the form of volume ranges
corresponding to the carrying capacity
of various sized roadways. This allows
the preparation of preliminary designs
based upon the best current forecast
of future travel developed in a consis-
tent manner. The traffic forecasts used
in this preliminary work will continue to
be refined as these SRA projects move
along the established IDOT design/
implementation process. This process
includes considerable opportunity for
public comment and review of the
traffic data used in actual project de-
sign.

Street

City State

Zip

Send to: SRA SPOTLIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator whose
address is shown at the bottom of the box to your right.
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Please send us your questions in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator. We will see

that you receive an answer.

Was the Sears development
included in the Year 2010 SRA sys-
tem travel demand projections?

Yes, it was.

Are there other factors than
travel demand projections that will
go into the SRA system improve-
ment plans?

Travel demand projections areim-
portant to the SRA planning process,
but they will not determine the level of
improvements proposed. As part of
the roadway concept development,
Harland Batholomew and Associates,
Inc, (HBA) is using the design concepts
developed in the initial phase of the
SRA study and is conducting roadway
capacity analyses. The results provide
some indication of the ability of pro-
posed improvements to meet future
travel demand.

A roadway capacity analysis esti-
mates how many vehicles can be car-
ried on the roadway. The analysis
allows variation of several conditions
that change the flow of traffic. The
capacity of an arterial roadway de-
pends most heavily on the number of
vehicles that can be accommodated at
its signalized intersections (traffic lights),
so a group of variables describe how
long the average vehicle is stopped at
eachsignal. The number of signals and
distance between them is included.
Variables relating to the roadway and
its operation, such as the number of
through lanes in each direction, how
many vehicles each lane can accommo-
date, the posted speed, how many
vehicles are likely to make turns, and
the characteristics of rush hour traffic,
complete the information used in the
analysis.

Desirable minimum right-of-
way criteria for SRA routes are
included in the Design Concept Re-
port completed at the beginning of
the SRA project. Would protecting
the desirable amount of right-of-
way be recommended, if projected
travel demand did not warrant it?

Where right-of-way is available, it
may be protected in amounts in excess
of what is projected to be needed for
the 2010 improvements, but not more
than is consistent with the desirable
improvements for the route type. The
strategy will insure the feasibility of
desirable improvements regardless of
when they may be needed.

Willimprovements necessary
to meet these criteria always be
recommended?

No. Thedesirable right-of-waywidth
for a suburban SRA is at least 120 feet
with a six lane roadway. However
there are segments in older communi-
ties as narrow as 60 feet with buildings
bordering the sidewalk. Recommen-
dations for these communities will fo-
cus on improvements within the exist-
ing right-of-way. Additional right-of-
way from developed properties to ac-
commodate the desirable roadway
should be acquired if redevelopment
along the segment occurs,

Page 3
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RANDALL/ORCHARD ROAD ADVISORY PANEL

TRANSIT AND THE SR A SYSTEM

One of the goals of the SRA process
ts to examine ways to enhance public
transportation. This goal supports the
SRA system's primary function as a
regional transportation network. The
role of public transportation is alsc a
function of the type of route. Each
route has been designated as Urban,
Suburban, or Rural. Some have been
divided into more than one type.

For Randall/Orchard as for all SRA
routes, recommendations are made
not only for relatively inexpensive im-
provements which might be completed
in the short term, but for improve-
ments which might ultimately beimple-
mented by the Year 2010. Objectives
such as increasing the capacity of the
corridor, improving travel times, reduc-
ing demand and providing for better
integration of the SRA with the ex-
pressway system, and other modes of
travel are important in considering po-
tential transit improvements.

Potential types of transit improve-
ments to be considered may include:

® High occupancy vehicle (HOV} lanes
which can include carpools and
vanpools as well as buses;

The photo is an example of the
sign system used in Lockport.

® Access to regional transit systems;

® Pedestrian access;

¢ The links between different transit
routes and type, and between tran-

sit and the automobile;

® Transit stop safety, convenience
and comfort; and

® Transit information systems visible
from the roadway.

Specific characteristics for these
types of improvements were developed
as part of the Design Concept Report
that was part of the first phase of the
SRA study. Improvements appropriate
to the type of route - suburban for
Randall/Orchard - were evaluated for
application to the specific route. For
example, turnouts are desirable for bus
stops on rural and suburban SRAs,
while urban stops are within the lane of
traffic. For rural and suburban SRAs
park and ride locations may be consid-
ered. For urban SRAs improved pas-
senger facilities to link regional local
transit routes may be considered.

A clear system of graphics identify-
ing transit stops, and information and
directions concerning tfransit is desir-
able for all routes. Extensive rail and
bus systems are near or on most SRA
routes, but, too often, the stations are
poorly marked, and schedules and
routes not widely known. Adoption of
an attractive, uniform signing system
and clear directions to the stations can
go a long way toward improving tran-
sit use on SRAs.
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ARTERIAL
ANSWERS

For this issue we are devoting the Arterial Answers column to a glossary of transit terms. Next
issue we will return to our normal question and answer format. Please send us your questions
in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator. We will see that you receive an answer.

Busway/Bus Lane - An HOV lane
reserved exclusively for buses.

Bus Shelter - A small, roofed struc-
ture designed to protect waiting
bus passengers from the elements.
Shelters are normally adjacent to
the sidewalk at a bus stop, but can
be part of an adjacent building.

CTA - The Chicago Transit Authority
operates buses in the City of Chi-
cago and several adjoining sub-
urbs, and the rapid transit system.

Demand Management- Techniques
such as carpooling, staggered work
hours, and controlled development
which are employed to reduce the
number of vehicles using the road-
way at any one time,

Dial-a-Ride Bus Service - curbto-
curb bus service for the general
public as well as those individuals
having special needs such as eld-
erly persons or persons with dis-
abilities. (Pace, Development
Guidelines, December 1989, p. VIII-
1)

Diamond Lane - An HOV lane
marked with painted diamonds.

Emergency Ride Program - Some-
times offered as part of arideshare
or regular transit user program;

workers without a personal vehicle
are allowed a limited number of
immediate trips in the event of
emergency.

Headway - The amount of time
scheduled between buses or trains
leaving from a particular stop.

HOV/High Occupancy Vehicle -
Usually refers to buses, vans, and
other transit or service agency ve-
hicles; some localities also include
private vehicles carrying as few as
two people.

HOV Lane - A lane in or next to the
roadway which can be used only
by HOVs.

Jithey A privately-owned,
unscheduled cab, van, or small bus
that carries paying passengers
along a specified route.

Kiss and Ride/Kiss-n-Ride - Passen-
ger drop-off/pick up point for tran-
sit riders.

Light Rail - A railroad system (tracks
and cars) that carries only passen-
gers. Cars are typically an updated
version of streetcars.

Metra - Operating agency for com-
muterrail service. Linesincludethe
Chicago and North Western, Mil-

waukee Road, Burlington North-
ern, Metra Electric, Metra/Heritage
Corridor, Norfork Southern, Rock
Island, and Chicago South Shore
and South Bend lines.

Pace - Operating agency for subur-
ban bus service.

Paratransit - Alternate transporta-
tion services for those not able to
use conventional public transit. Ve-
hicles used include buses, jitneys,
taxis, and vans that are especially
outfitted with seat belts, lifts, and
often wheelchair anchors.

Parking Facility - A parking lot or
garage.

Park and Ride/Park-n-Ride-A park-
ing facility for transit riders.

Peak Hour/Peak Period - The hour
or period of the day during which
traffic is heaviest. This time is
usually assumed to be that during
which most people go to or from
work,

Rideshare (Carpool, Vanpool) -
Usually refers to a private arrange-
ment between a driver and one or
more others to share a ride to and
from work. Driving responsibility
may rotate in these arrangements.

(Continued on Page 3)
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{Continued from page 2}

Rideshare may also include em-
ployer supported vanpools in which
the van is owned by the employer
who pays, or otherwise compen-
sates, the driver.

RTA - The Regicnal Transportation

Authority for the Chicago metro-
politanregionisan umbrella agency
for the CTA, Pace, and Metra.

Transit-dependent - Anyone who

cannot or may not drive a car,
including those who would use
paratransit (see Paratransit), chil-
dren and those without a valid
driver's license.

TMA (Transportation Manage-

ment Association)- Agroup, com-
posed of representatives from busi-
ness and government, that is re-
sponsible for developing ways to
manage the demand for roads in
their jurisdiction. Usually, a TMA's
area of responsibility covers a rela-

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add somecne
to our mailing list? If so, please complete the following:

-Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your mailing fist:

Name

tively large area and may be cen-
tered about a particular roadway.
Examples in the Chicago metro-
politan region include the Lake-
Cook Corridor TMA and the lllinois
Corridor Transportation Manage-
ment Association.

Transportation Center - A facility

built at the intersection of two or
more transit routes or modes. The
facility includes parking, bus lay-
over facility, cab loading areas, and
passenger shelter, and may also
include privately held space for con-
venience retail and service outlets.

Vehicle Occupancy Ratio - Number

of people per vehicle. Transporta-
tion planners normatly assume that
the number of people and the num-
ber of trips made will remain con-
stant; so as the number of people
in each vehicle increases, the num-
ber of vehicles on the road at any
one time will decrease.

Title/Organization

Street,

City State

Zip

Send to: SRA SPOTLIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator
whose address is shown at the bottom of the box to your right.
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RANDALL ROAD/ILLINOIS ROUTE 31 ADVISORY PANEL

TRANSIT AND THE SR A SYSTEM

—————

One of the goals of the SRA process
is to examine ways to enhance public
transportation. This goal supports the
SRA systemn's primary function as a
regional transportation network. The
role of public transportation is also a
function of the type of route. Each
route has been designated as Urban,
Suburban, or Rural. Some have been
divided into more than one type.

For RandallRoad/lllinois 31 as for all
SRA routes, recommendations are
made not only for relatively inexpen-
sive improvements which might be com-
pleted in the short term, but for im-
provements which might ultimately be
implemented by the Year 2010. Objec-
tives such as increasing the capacity of
the corridor, improving travel times,
reducing demand and providing for
better integration of the SRA with the
expressway system, and other modes
of travel are important in considering
potential transit improvernents.

Potential types of transit improve-
ments to be considered may include:

® High occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes
which can include carpools and
vanpools as well as buses;

The photo is an example of the
sign system used in Lockport.

® Access to regional transit systems;

® Pedestrian access;

® The links between different transit
routes and type, and between tran-

sit and the automobile:

® Transit stop safety, convenience
and comiort; and

¢ Transit information systems visible
trom the roadway.

Specific characteristics for these
types of improvements were developed
as part of the Design Concept Report
that was part of the first phase of the
SRA study. improvements appropriate
to the type of route - suburban for
Randail Road/tilinois 31 south of
McHenry, and rural north of McHenry
- were evaluated for application to the
specific route. For example, turnouts
are desirable for bus stops on rural and
suburban SRAs, while urban stops are
within the lane of traffic. For rural and
suburban SRAs park and ride locations
may be considered. for urban SRAs
improved passenger facilities to link
regional local transit routes may be
considered.

A ciear system of graphics identify-
ing transit stops, and information and
directions concerning transit is desir-
able for alt routes. Extensive rail and
bus systemns are near or on most SRA
routes, but, too often, the stations are
poorly marked, and schedules and
routes not widely known. Adoption of
an attractive, uniform signing system
and clear directions to the stations can
go a long way toward improving tran-
sit use on SRAs.
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ARTERIAL
ANSWERS

For this issue we are devoting the Arterial Answers column to a glossary of transit terms. Next
issue we will return to our normal question and answer format. Please send us your questions
in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator. We will see that you receive an answer.

Busway/Bus Lane - An HOV lane
reserved exclusively for buses,

Bus Shelter - A small, roofed struc-
ture designed to protect waiting
bus passengers from the elements.
Shelters are normally adjacent to
the sidewalk at a bus stop, but can
be part of an adjacent building.

CTA - The Chicago Transit Authority
operates buses in the City of Chi-
cago and several adjoining sub-
urbs, and the rapid transit system.

Demand Management-Techniques
such as carpooling, staggered work
hours, and controlled development
which are employed to reduce the
number of vehicles using the road-
way at any one time.

Dial-a-Ride Bus Service - curbto-
curb bus service for the general
public as well as those individuals
having special needs such as eld-
erly persons or persons with dis-
abilities. (Pace, Development
Guidelines, December 1989, p. VHIlI-

1)

Diamond Lane - An HOV lane
marked with painted diamonds.

Emergency Ride Program - Some-
times offered as part of a rideshare
or regular transit user program;

workers without a personal vehicle
are allowed a limited number of
immediate trips in the event of
emergency.

Headway - The amount of time
scheduled between buses or trains
leaving from a particular stop.

HOV/High Occupancy Vehicie -
Usually refers to buses, vans, and
other transit or service agency ve-
hicles; some localities also include
private vehicles carrying as few as
two people.

HOV Lane - A lane in or next to the
roadway which can be used only
by HOVs,

Jitney - A privately-owned,
unscheduled cab, van, or small bus
that carries paying passengers
along a specified route.

Kiss and Ride/Kiss-n-Ride - Passen-
ger drop-off/pick up point for tran-
sit riders.

Light Rail - A railroad system (tracks
and cars) that carries only passen-
gers. Cars are typically an updated
version of streetcars.

Metra - Operating agency for com-
muter rail service. Linesinclude the
Chicago and North Western, Mil-

waukee Road, Burlington North-
ern, Metra Electric, Metra/Heritage
Corridor, Norfork Southern, Rock
Island, and Chicago South Shore
and South Bend lines.

Pace - Operating agency for subur-
ban bus service.

Paratransit - Alternate transporta-
tion services for those not able to
use conventional public transit. Ve-
hicles used include buses, jitneys,
taxis, and vans that are especially
outfitted with seat belts, lifts, and
often wheelchair anchors,

Parking Facility - A parking lot or
garage.

Park and Ride/Park-n-Ride - A park-
ing facility for transit riders.

Peak Hour/Peak Period - The hour
or period of the day during which
traffic is heaviest. This time is
usually assumed to be that during
which most people go to or from
work.

Rideshare (Carpool, Vanpool) -
Usually refers to a private arrange-
ment between a driver and one or
more others to share a ride to and
from work. Driving responsibility
may rotate in these arrangements.

{Continued on Page 3)
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{Continued from page 2}

Rideshare may also include em-
ployer supported vanpools in which
the van is owned by the employer
who pays, or otherwise compen-
sates, the driver.

RTA - The Regional Transportation

Authority for the Chicago metro-
politan region is an umbrella agency
for the CTA, Pace, and Metra.

Transit-dependent - Anyone who

cannot or may not drive a car,
including those who would use
paratransit (see Paratransit), chil-
dren and those without a vald
driver's license.

TMA (Transportation Manage-

ment Association)-Agroup, com-
posed of representativesfrombusi-
ness and government, that is re-
sponsible for developing ways to
manage the demand for roads in
their jurisdiction. Usually, a TMA's
area of responsibility covers a rela-

— i — — — — . —— — — — — — —— — — — — — — — s —

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add someone
to our mailing list? If so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your mailing list:

Name

tively large area and may be cen-
tered about a particular roadway.
Examples in the Chicago metro-
politan region include the Lake-
Coock Corridar TMA and the lllinois
Corridor Transportation Manage-
ment Association.

Transportation Center - A facility

built at the intersection of two or
more transit routes or modes. The
facility includes parking, bus lay-
over facility, cabloading areas, and
passenger shelter, and may also
include privately held space for con-
venience retail and service outlets.

Vehicle Occupancy Ratio - Number

of people per vehicle. Transporta-
tion planners normally assume that
the number of people and the num-
ber of trips made will remain con-
stant; so as the number of people
in each vehicle increases, the num-
ber of vehicles on the road at any
one time will decrease.

Title/Organization

Street

City State

Send to: SRA SPOTLIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator
whose address is shown at the bottom of the box to your right.
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RANDALL/ORCHARD ROAD ADVISORY PANEL

SUBURBAN TOWN CENTERS

A suburban town center is a long-established business
district in a suburban community. Many were market
centers begun in the 1800s. Buildings are very close
together. Doors open onto sidewalks which abut on-street
parking. Town centers often are quite congested, particu-
larly during the rush periods.

Some of these districts, such as Libertyville on
Hinois Route 21 (Milwaukee Avenue) and
St. Charlesonlllinois Route 64 (North
Avenue), were established long
betore standards for arterial
right-of-way widths were
generally accepted, so
the rights-of-way can
be as little as 60 feet
wide.

Because these cen-
ters have usually been
developed in a grid-like
pattern, the properties
lining them often are
served by alleys. These al-
leys range from 16 to 24 feet
wide. Typically, they are used for
garbage collection and often they provide
access to rear parking lots and loading areas.

The SRA study has recognized suburban town centers as
urban-ike areas and is applying urban design criteria to
them. The major differences between urban and suburban
route characteristics are right-of-way width, 72 to 86 feet

where bus/HOV lanes are not provided versus 120 to 150
feet; median width, 12 feet versus 18 to 30 feet; and a
lower design speed for urban routes than for suburban.

Since it is desirable that through traffic lanes be 12 feet
wide, 60 feet will accommodate five lanes but no side-
walks. In some centers, 60 to 66 feet of right-of-way has
been developed into four 11-foot-wide through lanes and
parking. The sidewalks, and even some of
the parking, may be partially or
wholly on private property.

Because there is less
right-of-way to accom-
modate trafficanditis

difficult to add right-
of-way, improve-
mentsto the way the
route operates are
most important.
Such improvements
can be moresignificant
than in newer suburban
commercial areas, because
the right-of-way is more in-
tensely used.

Parking is important, because it can take up as
much space as two through lanes of traffic. Optimally,
parking can be relocated to scattered lots throughout the
district or, where relocation of parking is not feasible,
prohibited during rush hours. Where there are alleys,
Ioading areas can be moved to the rear.

{Continued on Page 3)
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Are there suburban down-
towns on Orchard or Randall
Road?

No. When the route was
designated, it was decided to
bypass the suburban downtowns
of Aurora, St. Charles, Geneva,
Batavia, Elgin, South Elgin, and
Weast Dundee by not following
llinois 31 through Kane County.
Land abutting bothOrchard and
Randall Roads is as yet relatively
undeveloped, so itls still feasible
to protect adequate right-of-
way.

Please send us your questions
in care of your Advisory Panel
Coordinator. We will see that
you receive an answer.

MeHenry CcO.
Kans CO.
?Jl Carpamteraville
<
. West
’5”»,,} ﬁg?&y Dundee
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g
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Geneva
Parkway

Batavia

North
Aurora

Tl | eastwest Yolway

Aurora
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U.S. 30 L/\
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SUBURBAN TOWN CENTERS

(Continued From Page 1)

Where there are no turning lanes,
turning vehicles, especially left turning
vehicles, can substantially reduce the
amount of traffic that can be accom-
modated. There are at least two ap-
proaches to reducing delays caused by
vehicles waiting to turn left: provide
left-turn lanes and prohibit left turns
during the peak periods.

Both alternatives work best when
parking that is near the corners is relo-
cated. The right-of-way used by park-
ing is usually needed to provide left
turn bays. When left turns are prohib-
ited, vehicles which would otherwise
turn left can circle the block past a
signalized intersection and cross the
arterial via the cross street at the signal-
ized intersection. A right-turn bay at
this first intersection past the signal
allows some space for vehicles to slow
before their turn.

Relocating transit stops to the far
sides of intersections in areas currently
used for parking can help to relieve any
congestion buses might cause during
peak periods. This reserves the near-
side corner for vehicles turning right

Name

— — — — — — — — it — o — ———

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add somecne
to our mailing list? i so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your mailing list:

and, where no stopping area is pro-
vided, prevents a current practice of
stopping in the through lane.

Occasionally, a suburban town cen-
ter is undergoing a redevelopment
phase. This is a particularly opportune
time for right-of-way protection.

wWhen these improvements cannot
provide the SRA with capacity adequate
to meet the projected Year 2010 de-
mand, a bypass or reliever route may
be considered. A bypass completely
eliminates the need for the SRA desig-
nation through the suburban town cen-
ter. Whether a new or existing road,
the SRA designation would be trans-
ferred from the existing route to the
bypass.

A reliever route is designed to ac-
commodate some, but not all, of the
SRA traffic. Relievers are particularly
useful where a significant portion of
the traffic through a suburban town
center has an off-the-route destina-
tion. Where this traffic can be provided
with a more direct route, the SRA is
likely to experience a lessening of con-
gestion.
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City State
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SPOTLIGHT

RANDALL ROAD/ILLINOIS ROUTE 31 ADVISORY PANEL

TRANSIT AND THE SR A SYSTEM

One of the goals of the SRA process
is to examine ways to enhance public
transportation. This goal supports the
SRA system's primary function as a
regional transportation network. The
role of public transportation is also a
function of the type of route. Each
route has been designated as Urban,
Suburban, or Rural. Some have been
divided into more than one type.

for Randall Road/WMinois 31 as for all
SRA routes, recommendations are
made not only for relatively inexpen-
sive improvements which might be com-
pleted in the short term, but for im-
provements which might ultimately be
implemented by the Year 2010. Objec-
tives such as increasing the capacity of
the carridor, improving travel times,
reducing demand and providing for
better integration of the SRA with the
expressway system, and other modes
of travel are important in considering
potential transit improvements,

Potential types of transit improve-
ments to be considered may include:

® High occupancy vehicle (HOV}lanes
which can include carpools and
vanpools as well as buses;

The photo is an example of the
sign system used in Lockport.

® Access to regional transit systems;

® Pedestrian access,;

® The links between different transit
routes and type, and between tran-

sit and the automabile:

e Transit stop safety, convenience
and comfort; and

® Transit information systems visible
from the roadway.

Specific characteristics for these
types of improvements were developed
as part of the Design Concept Report
that was part of the first phase of the
SRA study. Improvements appropriate
to the type of route - suburban for
Randall Road/lllingis 31 south of
McHenry, and rural north of McHenry
- were evaluated for application to the
specific route. For example, turnouts
are desirable for bus stops on rural and
suburban SRAs, while urban stops are
within the lane of traffic. For ruraland
suburban SRAs park and ride locations
may be considered. For urban SRAs
improved passenger facilities to link
regional local transit routes may be
considered.

A clear system of graphics identify-
ing transit stops, and information and
directions concerning transit is desir-
able for all routes. Extensive rail and
bus systems are near or on most SRA
routes, but, too often, the stations are
poorly marked, and schedules and
routes not widely known. Adoption of
an attractive, uniform signing system
and clear directions to the stations can
go a long way toward improving tran-
sit use on SRAs,
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ARTERIAL
ANSWERS

For this issue we are devoting the Arterial Answers column to a glossary of transit terms. Next
issue we will return to our normal question and answer format. Please send us your questions
in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator. We will see that you receive an answer.

Busway/Bus Lane - An HOV lane
reserved exclusively for buses.

Bus Shelter - A small, roofed struc-
ture designed to protect waiting
bus passengers from the elements.
Shelters are normally adjacent to
the sidewalk at a bus stop, but can
be part of an adjacent building.

CTA - The Chicago Transit Authority
operates buses in the City of Chi-
cago and several adjoining sub-
urbs, and the rapid transit system,

Demand Management-Techniques
such as carpooling, staggered work
hours, and controlled development
which are employed to reduce the
number of vehicles using the road-
way at any one time.

Dial-a-Ride Bus Service - curbto-
curb bus service for the general
public as well as those individuals
having special needs such as eld-
erly persons or persons with dis-
abilities. (Pace, Development
Guidelines, December 1989, p. VIiI-
1)

Diamond Llane - An HOV lane
marked with painted diamonds.

Emergency Ride Program - Some-
times offered as part of arideshare
or regular transit user program;

workers without a personal vehicle
are allowed a limited number of
immediate trips in the event of
emergency.

Headway - The amount of time
scheduled between buses or trains
leaving from a particular stop.

HOV/High Occupancy Vehicle -
Usually refers to buses, vans, and
other transit or service agency ve-
hicles; some localities also include
private vehicles carrying as few as
two people.

HOV Lane - A lane in or next to the
roadway which can be used only
by HOVs,

Jitney - A privately-owned,
unscheduled cab, van, or small bus
that carries paying passengers
along a specified route.

Kiss and Ride/Kiss-n-Ride - Passen-
ger drop-off/pick up point for tran-
sit riders.

Light Rail - A railroad system (tracks
and cars) that carries only passen-
gers. Cars are typically an updated
version of streetcars.

Metra - Operating agency for com-
muter rail service. Linesinclude the
Chicago and North Western, Mil-

waukee Road, Burlington North-
ern, Metra Electric, Metra/Heritage
Corridor, Norfork Southern, Rock
Island, and Chicago South Shore
and South Bend lines.

Pace - Operating agency for subur-
ban bus service.

Paratransit - Alternate transporta-
tion services for those not able to
use conventional public transit. Ve-
hicles used include buses, jitneys,
taxis, and vans that are especially
outfitted with seat belts, lifts, and
often wheelchair anchors.

Parking Facility - A parking lot or
garage.

Park and Ride/Park-n-Ride- A park-
ing facility for transit riders.

Peak Hour/Peak Period - The hour
or period of the day during which
traffic is heaviest. This time is
usually assumed to be that during
which most people go to or from
work.

Rideshare (Carpool, Vanpool) -
Usually refers to a private arrange-
ment between a driver and one or
more others to share a ride to and
from work. Driving responsibility
may rotate in these arrangements.

{Continued on Page 3}
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{Continued from page 2)

Rideshare may also include em-
ployer supported vanpools in which
the van is owned by the employer
who pays, or otherwise compen-
sates, the driver.

RTA - The Regional Transportation

Authority for the Chicago metro-
politan region is an umbrella agency
for the CTA, Pace, and Metra.

Transit-dependent - Anyone who

cannot or may not drive a car,
including those who would use
paratransit (see Paratransit), chil-
dren and those without a valid
driver's license.

TMA (Transportation Manage-

ment Association)-Agroup, com-
posed of representatives from busi-
ness and government, that is re-
sponsible for developing ways to
manage the demand for roads in
their jurisdiction. Usually, a TMA's
area of responsibility covers a rela-

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add someone
to our mailing list? If so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your mailing list:

Name

tively large area and may be cen-
tered about a particular roadway.
Examples in the Chicago metro-
politan region include the Lake-
Cook Corridor TMA and the lllinois
Corridor Transportation Manage-
ment Association.

Transportation Center - A facility

built at the intersection of two or
more transit routes or modes. The
facility includes parking, bus lay-
over facility, cab loading areas, and
passenger shelter, and may also
include privately held space for con-
venience retail and service outlets.

Vehicle Occupancy Ratio - Number

of people per vehicle. Transporta-
tion planners normatly assume that
the number of people and the num-
ber of trips made will remain con-
stant; so as the number of people
in each vehicle increases, the num-
ber of vehicles on the road at any
one time will decrease.

Title/Organization

Street

City State
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RANDALL/ORCHARD ROAD ADVISORY PANEL

SUBURBAN TOWN CENTERS

A suburban town center is a long-established business
district in a suburban community. Many were market
centers begun in the 1800s. Buildings are very close
together. Doors open onto sidewalks which abut on-street
parking. Town centers often are quite congested, particu-
larly during the rush periods.

Some of these districts, such as Libertyville on
Hlinois Route 21 (Milwaukee Avenue) and
St. Charles on lllinois Route 64 (North
Avenue), were established long
before standards for arterial
right-of-way widths were
generally accepted, so
the rights-of-way can
be as littie as 60 feet
wide,

Because these cen-
ters have usually been
developed in a grid-like
pattern, the properties
lining them often are
served by alleys. These al-
leys range from 16 to 24 feet
wide. Typically, they are used for

where bus/HQOV lanes are not provided versus 120 to 150
feet; median width, 12 feet versus 18 to 30 feet; and a
lower design speed for urban routes than for suburban.

Since it is desirable that through traffic lanes be 12 feet
wide, 60 feet will accommodate five lanes but no side-
walks. In some centers, 60 to 66 feet of right-of-way has
been developed into four 11-foot-wide through lanes and
parking. The sidewalks, and even some of
the parking, may be partially or
wholly on private property.

Because there is less
right-of-way to accom-
modate trafficanditis
difficult to add right-
of-way, improve-
ments to the way the
route operates are
most important.
Such improvements
can be moresignificant
than in newer suburban
commercial areas, because
the right-of-way is more in-
tensely used.

garbage collection and often they provide
access to rear parking lots and loading areas.

The SRA study has recognized suburban town centers as
urban-like areas and is applying urban design criteria to
them. The major differences between urban and suburban
route characteristics are right-of-way width, 72 to 86 feet

Parking is important, because it can take up as
much space as two through lanes of traffic. Optimally,
parking can be relocated to scattered lots throughout the
district or, where relocation of parking is not feasible,
prohibited during rush hours. Where there are alleys,
loading areas can be moved to the rear.

(Continued on Page 3)
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Are there suburban down-
towns on Orchard or Randall
Road?

No. When the route was
designated, it was decided to
bypass the suburban downtowns
of Aurora, St. Chorles, Geneva,
Batavia, Elgin, South Elgin, and
West Dundee by not following
llinois 31 through Kane County.
Land abuttingboth Orchard ond
Randoll Roads is as yet relatively
undeveloped, so it s still feasible
to protect adequate right-of-
way.

Please send us your questions
in care of your Advisory Panel
Coordinator. We will see that
you receive an answer.
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SUBURBAN TOWN CENTERS

(Continued From Page 1)

Where there are no turning lanes,
turning vehicles, especially left turning
vehicles, can substantially reduce the
amount of traffic that can be accom-
modated. There are at least two ap-
proaches to reducing delays caused by
vehicles waiting to turn left: provide
left-turn lanes and prohibit left turns
during the peak periods.

Both alternatives work best when
parking that is near the corners is relo-
cated. The right-of-way used by park-
ing is usually needed to provide left
turn bays. When left turns are prohib-
ited, vehicles which would otherwise
turn left can circle the block past a
signalized intersection and cross the
arterial via the cross street at the signal-
ized intersection. A rightturn bay at
this first intersection past the signal
allows some space for vehicles to slow
before their turn.

Relocating transit stops to the far
sides of intersections in areas currently
used for parking can help to relieve any
congestion buses might cause during
peak periods. This reserves the near-
side corner for vehicles turning right

Name

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add someone
to our mailing list? Iif so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your mailing list:

and, where no stopping area is pro-
vided, prevents a current practice of
stopping in the through lane.

Occasionally, a suburban town cen-
ter is undergoing a redevelopment
phase. Thisis a particularly opportune
time for right-of-way protection.

When these improvements cannot
provide the SRA with capacity adequate
to meet the projected Year 2010 de-
mand, a bypass or reliever route may
be considered. A bypass completely
eliminates the need for the SRA desig-
nation through the suburban town cen-
ter. Whether a new or existing road,
the SRA designation would be trans-
ferred from the existing route to the
bypass.

A reliever route is designed to ac-
commodate some, but not all, of the
SRA traffic. Relievers are particularly
useful where a significant portion of
the traffic through a suburban town
center has an off-theroute destina-
tion. Where this traffic can be provided
with a more direct route, the SRA is
likely to experience a lessening of con-
gestion.

Titie/Organization,
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City State
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RANDALL ROAD/ILLINOIS 31 ADVISORY PANEL

SUBURBAN TOWN CENTERS

A suburban town center is a long-established business
district in a suburban community. Many were market
centers begun in the 1800s. Buildings are very close
together. Doors open onto sidewalks which abut on-street
parking. Town centers often are quite congested, particu-
larly during the rush periods.

Some of these districts, such as Libertyville on lllinois
Route 21 (Milwaukee Avenue}and St. Charles

where bus/HQOV lanes are not provided versus 120 to 150
feet; median width, 12 feet versus 18 to 30 feet; and a
lower design speed for urban routes than for suburban.

Since it is desirable that through traffic lanes be 12 feet
wide, 60 feet will accommodate five lanes but no side-
walks. in some centers, 60 to 66 feet of right-of-way has
been developed into four 11-foot-wide through lanes and
parking. The sidewalks, and even some of

on lliinois Route 64 (North Avenue),
were established long before
standards for arterial right-
of-waywidths weregener-
ally accepted, so the
rights-of-way can be as
little as 60 feet wide.

Because these
centers have usually
been developed in a
grid-like pattern, the
properties lining them
often are served by al-
leys. These alleys range
from 16 to 24 feet wide. Typi-
cally, they are used for garbage

the parking, may be partially or
wholly on private property.

Because there is less
right-of-way to accom-
modate trafficanditis
difficult to add right-
of-way, improve-
ments to the way the
route operates are
most  important.
Such improvements
can be more significant
than in newer suburban
commercial areas, because
the right-of-way is more in-
tensely used.

collection and often they provide ac-
cess to rear parking lots and loading areas.

The SRA study has recognized suburban town centers as
urban-like areas and is applying urban design criteria to
them. The major differences between urban and suburban
route characteristics are right-of-way width, 72 to 86 feet

Parking is important, because it can take up as
much space as two through lanes of traffic. Optimally,
parking can be relocated to scattered lots throughout the
district or, where relocation of parking is not feasible,
prohibited during rush hours. Where there are alleys,
loading areas can be moved to the rear.

{Continued on Page 3)
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Are there suburban town
centers on lllinois 317

Yes. McHenry and Richmond
both have commercial areas In
which the roadway is very nar-
row and buildings abut the side-
walk.

In McHenry and Richmond,
wouldthree throughlanesineach
directionaccommodate the traf-
fic expected to use the roadway
by the year 20107

Yes, but three through lanes
in each direction is not recom-
mended.

Why is the desirable subur-
ban cross sectlion not being rec-
ommended for downtown
McHenry or Richmond?

The land surrounding both
communities is largely undevel-
oped. Construction of a bypass
route is likely to accommodate
regionaltraffic in awaythatisless
costly and more satisfactory in
the long run than using all of the
right-of-way available for lanes
of traffic. Results of studies thus
far are included in the SRA rec-
ommendations.
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Please send us your questions
in care of your Advisory Panel
Coordinator. We will see that
you receive an answer.
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SUBURBAN TOWN CENTERS

{Continued From FPage 1}

Where there are no turning lanes,
turning vehicles, especially left turning
vehicles, can substantially reduce the
amount of traffic that can be accom-
modated. There are at least two ap-
proaches to reducing delays caused by
vehicles waiting to turn left: provide
left-turn lanes and prohibit left turns
during the peak periods.

Both alternatives work best when
parking that is near the corners is relo-
cated. The right-of-way used by park-
ing is usually needed to provide left
turn bays. When left turns are prohib-
ited, vehicles which would otherwise
turn left can circle the block past a
signalized intersection and cross the
arterial via the cross street at the signal-
ized intersection. A right-turn bay at
this first intersection past the signal
allows some space for vehicles to slow
before their turn.

Relocating transit stops to the far
sides of intersections in areas currently
used for parking can help to relieve any
congestion buses might cause during
peak periods. This reserves the near-
side corner for vehicles turning right
and, where no stopping area is pro-

| s your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add someone
ko our mailing list? If so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your mailing list:

Name

vided, prevents a current practice of
stopping in the through lane.

Occasionally, a suburban town cen-
ter is undergoing a redevelopment
phase. This is a particularly opportune
time for right-of-way protection.

When these improvements cannot
provide the SRA with capacity adequate
to meet the projected Year 2010 de-
mand, a bypass or reliever route may
be considered. A bypass completely
eliminates the need for the SRA desig-
nation through the suburban town cen-
ter. Whether a new or existing road,
the SRA designation would be trans-
ferred from the existing route to the
bypass.

A reliever route is designed to ac-
commodate some, but not all, of the
SRA traffic. Relievers are particularly
useful where a significant portion of
the traffic through a suburban town
center has an off-the-route destina-
tion, Where this traffic can be provided
with 3 more direct route, the SRA is
likely to experience a lessening of con-
gestion.

Street

City State
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