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LAKE-COOK ROAD
SECTION 4: Public Involvement

SECTION FOUR
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

4.1 THE PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS

The public involvement process includes three elements: three SRA Advisory Panel Meetings, the
Public Hearing, and the newsletters to the Panel members and coordinator. The first Panel Meetings
were held on March 14, 1990 for the west portion of the corridor and June 25, 1991 for the east
portion. The second Panel Meetings were held on November 13, 1990 and October 30, 1991 for
the west and east portions respectively. The third Panel Meetings were conducted on January 14,
1992 and January 16, 1992 for the west and east portions respectively. SRA newsletters - called the
Spotlight - were issued for the west portion in August and October, 1990; and in January,
March, May, Julyand October, 1991. Oneissue of the S poatlight was issued for the east portion
of the route in October, 1991.

Copies of the Panel Meetings minutes and newsletters are included as Sections 4.2 through Sections
4.4,
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LAKE-COOK ROAD
SECTION 4: Public Involvement

4.2 ADVISORY PANEL MEETING MINUTES

Meetings for the Lake Cook West Advisory Panel were held on March 14, 1990; November 13, 1990
and January 14, 1992. Meetings for the Lake Cook East Advisory Panel were held on June 25, 1991;
October 30, 1991 and January 16, 1992. At the first Panel Meetings, presentations were made to
introduce the SRA system, its relation to the 2010 TSD Plan and Operation GreenLight and the SRA
planning process. At the second Panel Meetings, presentations were made to review progress on
the SRA study and alternative improvement concepts to be considered for Lake Cook Road. At the
final Panel Meetings, the recommended improvements were presented as in the Preliminary Draft
Report.

At each of the Panel Meetings, opportunity was provided for those attending to ask questions, make
comments and discuss the presentations and recommendations. All municipalities along the route,
Cook County and Lake County were represented on the Panels.

Copies of the minutes of the Panel Meetings are contained in the following pages.
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Established in 1919

Harland Bartholomew & Associates, Inc.
Pianning e Engineering ¢ Landscape Architecture

MEETING MINUTES

STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL SYSTEM
ADVISORY PANEL MEETING
LAKE~-COOK ROAD (WEST SEGMENT)

8:30 AM -~ MARCH 14, 1990
WHEELING VILLAGE HALL
255 W. DUNDEE ROAD
WHEELING, IL

The SRA Advisory Panel Meeting for the west segment of
Lake-Cook Road (U.S. 12 to 1I-294) was held between
representative of the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), Chicago Area Transportation sStudy
(CATS), Harland Bartholomew & Associates (HBA), and the
Study Advisory Panel Members on March 14, 1990 at the
Wheeling Village Hall. Attendees are 1listed on the
attached Meeting Register. Results and specific items
discussed are outlined as follows:

1. Eugene Ryan (CATS) provided introduction and
discussion of the 2010 TSD Plan, Operation
Greenlight, and the SRA System.

2. Rich Starr (IDOT) provided the Introduction to the
SRA Study.

3. Paulette Carolin (HBA) provided an Overview of the
Study Process and Discussion of the SRA Design
Concept Development.

Following the presentations, the Advisory Panel Members
had these questions and comments:

1. The Village of Palatine is on the advisory panel for
the Lake-Cook Road Phase I Study and should be added
to the SRA panel.

2. The situation on Lake-Cook Road is very dynamic. 1In
addition to the Phase I Study west of Lake-Cook Road,
there is a Phase I Study to carry Milwaukee Avenue
over Lake-Cook Road. Cook County has let a contract
for signalization and channelization at Portwine Road
and is preparing plans for grade separations east of
I-294 at the Milwaukee Road and C & NW rail lines.

102 Wilmot Road e Suite 220 » Deerfield, illinois 60015 e (708) 405-0252 & Fax: (708) 405-0261
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Please inform the writer of any revisions or modifications
to these meeting minutes.
Respectfully Submitted,

Robwdt 0 Nehakgy

Robert A.

Duchek
RAD:cr

cc:

Nancy Magnus
Attendees



SRA ADVISORY PANEL MEETING
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Established in 1919

Harland Bartholomew & Associates, Inc.

Planning « Engineering ¢ Landscape Architecture

MEETING MINUTES

S8TRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL SYSTEM
ADVISBORY PANEL MEETING
LAKE COOK ROAD

8:30 A.M. - NOVEMBER 13, 1990
BUFFALO GROVE VILLAGE HALL
56 RAUPP BLVD.
BUFFALO GROVE, IL

The SRA Advisory Panel Meeting for Lake Cook Road in Lake
and Cook Counties was held among representatives of the
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), Chicago Area
Transportation 8tudy (CATS), Harland Bartholomew &
Associates (HBA) and the S8tudy Advisory Panel Members on
November 13, 1990. Attendees are listed on the attached
Meeting Register. Results and specific items discussed
are outlined as follows:

1. Eugene Ryan (CATS) provided an introduction and brief
review of the SRA system and its role in the 2010 TSD
Plan.

2. Paulette M. Carolin (HBA) provided a review of the
SRA study process and discussed the physical
relationship between Lake Cook Road and intersecting
major transportation corridors. Afterwards she
presented a mile by mile description of the indivi-~
dual route analysis for Lake Cook Road showing the
application of general design concepts and major
areas of concern for further more detailed study.

Following the presentations, the Advisory Panel Members
had these comments:

1. How does your study incorporate the circumferential
transit line? Ans: It will be incorporated with the
transit portion of the study to determine the most
desirable location for light rail in the corridor.

2. Bill Baltutis of TMA of Lake Cook Corridor asked
whether Harland Bartholomew & Associates will
investigate the operation of the Lake Cook/Tri-State
Tollway interchange. Ans: No, we will incorporate
the findings of the present study.

102 Wilmot Road ¢ Svite 220 s Deerfield, Nllinois 60015 o (708) 405-0252 e Fax (708) 405-0261



Will you look at other East-West routes in Lake
County? Ans: Yes, second year study will look at
Route 22 and other routes could be added as the
study progresses.

Are you looking at Lake-Cook Road from the stand-
point of ultimate Route 22 improvements? Ans: Yes,
recommendations are based on ultimate appearance of
all SRA routes.

Bill Duggan of PACE requested a explanation of the
rationale behind the recommendation of a transit
station at Lake Cook and route 53. Ans: This
location has the potential for both light rail and
express bus service.

What consideration has gone into construction of
bike paths on the SRA system? Bike travel in
Buffalo Grove is more important than just recreation,
it is also promoted for efficiency in shopping etc,.
Ans: For rider safety, the general consensus is
against bicycles and motorists sharing the same
roadway.

Bill Balling of Buffalo Grove asked whether there are
any methods which would allow a seven lane section to
be reduced to a five lane section without creating a
major bottleneck in the system? Ans: That would
depend on such variables as traffic volumes, signal
spacing, etc.

Michael Klitzke, Village of Wheeling commented that
they have already gone through this at the LCRCA
public hearing and arrived at the same conclusions
that this consultant will. Ans: Harland Bartholomew
has a reduced fee for Lake Cook and is coordinating
with the present study <consultant to 1limit
redundancy.

Please inform the writer of any revisions or modifications
to these meeting minutes.

Respectful submitted,

%MM st —

Mark W. Peterson

MWP:cr

Nancy Magnus, w/attachment
Attendees
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[m\ TRITON CONSULTING ENGINEERS, LTD.

830 NORTH MEACHAM ROAD » SCHAUMBURG, ILLINOIS 801734522

708¢605-8600
(FAX) 708+605-9610

MINUT G
LAKE COOK ROAD EAST STUDY
TRI-STATE TOLLWAY TO SKOKIE HIGHWAY
SECTION 90-A5019-02-ES

June 25, 1991

Time: 1:30 P.M.
Place: Deerfield Village Hall, Board Room
Attendance: See Attached Attendance Listing

This was the first of three Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA)
Advisory Panel meetings for the section of Lake Cook Road between
the Tri-State Tollway and Skokie Highway. The purpose of the
meeting was to discuss the SRA process, the traffic and accident
data collected to date, and preliminary design alternatives.

The meeting began with an introduction by CATS. ~During the
preparation of the year 2010 Transportation System Development
Plan, the need for improvements to regional travel off of the
expressway system was identified. Thus, the SRA system was
developed. Lake Cook road is an SRA route.

The coordinator for the SRA advisory panel, B. Baltutis of the Lake
Cook TMA, explained that an advisory panel chairperson is not
required. It was decided that this advisory panel will consist of
members only, without a chairperson,

The Consultant for the project, Triton Consulting Engineers, Ltd.,
gave an overview of the study process., The scope of this project
is two-fold. It calls for a Pre-Phase I Engineering Study (i.e.
SRA study) to identify a conceptual design for the route and also

a detailed Phase I Engineering Study to identify specific
improvement needs along the route.

The Pre-Phase I Study will include provisions for ultimate roadway
and transit needs, access management, median controls, and right-
of-way nheeds. The effect of transit as well as a possible
connection to the Edens Spur will be studied.




Minutes of Meeting Page 2 June 25, 1991

To date, most of the initial data has been collected from the three
municipalities along the route including right-of~way information,
roadway plans, traffic and accident data, drainage information, and
survey data. The Consultant ig also coordinating with Pace, Metra,
Tollway, and private utility companies.

8ince not all the accident data wae available for analysis,
conclusive information was not available. However, general trends

regarding high accident locations and predominant accident types
were discussed.

The Consultant explained that traffic counts were performed
recently. Average Daily Traffic (ADT) volumes were presented.
From the existing traffic volumes, existing intersection level-of-
service was calculated. Most intersections of minor cross streets
with Lake Cook Road currently operate at an acceptable level-of-
service. However, the large thru movement volumes on Lake Cook

Road cause unacceptable delay. Major crose road intersections
operate at unacceptable levels-of-service.

The Consultant will proceed with the analysis of projected traffic
volumes after they are received from CATS,

Preliminary design concepts will involve both highway and transit.

The SRA Design Concept Report which has been prepared by IDOT wil)
be used as a guide.

The connection to the Edens Spur was discussed. Possible
connection locations include Pfingeten Road, the business park area
east of the Tri-State Toliway and west of Pfingsten Road, and a
possible connection near the Tri-State Tollway interchange.

The project schedule was discussed, The next SRA Advisory Panel
meeting will be in September, 1891. Before that meeting, a

technical meeting to discuss detailed design will be arranged with
the Village’s staff.

The meeting was then opened for discussion. It was clarified that
the limits of the study is Skokie Boulevard, but due to the close
proximity of the u. S. Route 41 ramps, the interchange will als¢o be
incorporated.

The light rail transit refers to Metra lines, but the PRT will aleo
be considered.

The two proposed railroad underpasges along Lake Cook Road will be
incorporated into this study.
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The Cook County Highway Department encouraged any officials or
staff from the municipalities with interest in the project to come

to the next SRA meeting. The next SRA Advisory Panel meeting will
present more design details and alternatives.

The meeting adjourned at 2:30 P.M,

Charles ./,

CJS:tim
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[TCE] TRITON CONSULTING ENGINEERS, LTD.

830 NOKRTH MEACHAM ROAD » SBCHAUMBURG, ILLINOIS 80173-4822

708¢605-9600
(FAX) 708+805-9810

M NG

LAKE COOK ROAD EAST STUDY
TRI-STATE TOLLWAY TO SKOKIE HIGHWAY
SECTION NO. 90-A5019-02-ES
OCTOBER 30, 1991

Time: 1:30 P.M,
Place: village of Deerfield, Board Room
Attendance: Ses Attached Attendance Sheet

This was the second SRA Advisory Panel meeting for the referenced
project. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss and obtain
input on the improvement needs and preliminary design concepts
for the project. Impacts of the preliminary design concepts on

adjoining properties within the project limits were alaoc
discussed,

The Consultant began the presentation with a brief discussion of
the existing traffic volumes and accident history. The average
daily traffic (ADT) along Lake Cook Road was determined from
traffic counts performed in 1880, The ADT ranged from 34,700 to
43,800. In the past three years (1988, 1988, 1990), 807
accidents occurred along the route, The predominant types were
rear end (54%) and left turn (27%)

The Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATS) has provided design
year 2010 projected traffic volumes, The ADT ranged from 50,000
to 58,000 along tLake Cook Road. Based on the existing and
projected traffic volumes and the accident history, improvement
needs along the route have been identified.

The Consultant then presented the proposed improvement plan,
Based on the improvement needs, the proposed typical section
included three thru lanes in each direction along Lake Cook Road
separated by a 16 foot to 28 foot wide median. At major
intersections, dual left turn lanes and separate right turn lanes
are required on most approaches. Barrier median will be required
at all dual left turn lane locations. The proposed right-of-way
width will vary from 120 to 150 feet. A1l left turns from Lake
Cook Road will be allowed on green arrow only. This typical

section is consistent with the SRA guidelines for a suburban
arterial route.
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The attendees had the following comments during the presentation:

- Concerns were raised regarding the increase in volumes on
cross roads due to the proposed dual left turn lanes. The
Consultant indicated that the dual left turn lanes will not
incrgase the volumes at these locations.

- The completion of the Tri-State Tollway full diamond
interchange at Lake Cook Road is scheduled to proceed in the
near future. The Consultant indicated that the existing
half diamond interchange structure was designed to
accommodate future dual left turn lanes to the new ramps.

No major design changes will be required along Lake Cook
Road due to that future project.

+ Right-of-way and driveway access at Waukegan Road was
~discussed. Further evaluation of parking impacts, truck
access, and off-site improvements is required.

At I111inois Route 41, the eastern termini of the project,
the Consultant should coordinate alternative designs with
the I111inois Department of Transportation,

The Consultant also presented three conceptual interchange plans
for the connection of the Edens Spur to Lake Cook Road: 1) a

tight diamond at Huehl Road, 2) directional ramps at Wilmot
Road, and 3) fly-over ramps to the west of the Tri-State Tollway.

A tight diamond design was studied along the Huehl Road corridor.
This proposal would provide a new north-south connection from the
Edens Spur to the south industrial area. The roadway connection
of the spur along Huehl Road would be accomplished within the
tight right-of-way to minimize impacts on adjacent parking lots.
In addition, the existing frontage road along iLake Cook Road
would need to be reconfigured under this design proposal.

Ramps at Wilmot Road would be directional type ramps connecting
Lake Cook Road directly to the Edens Spur to and from the east.
The roadway connection design would require significant land
acquisition from the currently undeveloped parcel between two
office complexes. The alternative provides a more desirable
connection to Lake Cook Road as well as the design of a more
efficient frontage road operation.

At the Tri~-State Tollway, a design proposal for fliy-over ramps
were presented. This design would cross the Edens Spur over the
Tri-State Tollway creating a new signalized ramp intersection
with Lake Cook Road approximately 800 feet west of the Tri-State
Tollway ramps. The cost for this alternative would be
considerably higher than the other three alternatives due to the
extensive bridge structure and retaining wall construction.
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The various designs were discussed. The Consultant will proceed

with further studies to evaluate the feasibility of the
alternatives.

The meeting closed with the Consultant presenting an updated
project schedule. According to the project schedule, the third
SRA Advisory Panel meeting is scheduled for early January 19892.
The SRA public hearing would be held at the end of January, 1992.

The meeting adjourned at 3:30 P.M.

“Charles ténzel, P.E.
CdS:t1m
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Planning e Engineering ¢ Landscape Architecture

MEETING MINUTES

STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL SYSTEM
ADVISORY PANEL MEETING
LAKE COOK ROAD (WEST)

JANUARY 14, 1992
WHEELING MUNICIPAL BUILDING
255 W. DUNDEE ROAD
WHEELING, IL

The third SRA Advisory Panel Meeting for Lake-Cook Road (West) was held
between representatives of the lllinois Department of Transportation (IDOT),
Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATS), Harland Bartholomew & Associ-
ates, Inc. (HBA) and the Advisory Panel Members on January 14, 1992 at the
Wheeling Municipal Building. Attendees are listed on the attached Meeting
Register. Results and specific items discussed are outlined as follows:

1. Rob Hull of HBA provided a review of the SRA objectives and study
process and then discussed the SRA project recommendations outlined in
the draft SRA report for Lake-Cook Road.

2. City of Arlington Heights questioned who will follow up the transit issue by
identifying transit right-of-way in the Lake-Cook corridor?

Response: Presently there is no agency or entity that is responsible to
direct the studies necessary for the major transit projects or transit
corridors of the future that are identified on the 2010 Transportation Plan.
The suggestion was made that possibly local municipalities could adopt
transit issues for further study and right-of-way identification.

3. Village of Buffalo Grove asked for a definition of an express bus.

Response: Express bus service along SRA routes have been defined in
the SRA Design Concept Report as serving longer travel distance with
stops spaced every one-half mile. Express buses could be equipped with
signal pre-emption capabilities.

102 Wilmot Road e Suite 220 e Deerfield, lllinois 60015 e (708) 405-0252 o Fax: (708) 405-0261
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Meeting Minutes
January 14, 1992
Page 2

Please inform the writer of any revisions or modifications to these meeting
minutes.

Respectfully submitted,

HARLAND BARTHOLOMEW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

MW sbactlegin

Mark W. Peterson, P.E.

MWP/bp

cc:  Nancy Magnus with attachments
Attendees
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830 NORTH MEACHAM ROAD ¢ SCHAUMBURG, ILLINOIS 60173-4922

708605-9600
(FAX) 708+605-9610
MINUTES OF MEETING Hﬁfgﬁﬁ%ggwgp
0Em&afm
LAKE COOK ROAD EAST STUDY
TRI-STATE TOLLWAY TO SKOKIE HIGHWAY
SECTION NO. 90-A5019-02-ES - -
JANUARY 16, 1992 JAN oo - .
29 199
Time: 1:30 P.M.
Place: Village of Deerfield, Board Room
Attendance: See Attached Attendance Sheet

This was the third, and final, SRA Advisory Panel meeting for the
referenced project. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss
and obtain input on the improvement concepts and the Draft SRA

Report for the project. Preliminary environmental considerations
of the project were also discussed.

The Consultant began the presentation with an overview of the SRA
planning objectives. The objectives mentioned were the
identification of roadway improvement needs, right-of-way
requirements, management of access to adjacent property,
improvement of existing traffic operations, regional transit

system improvements, and identification of the potential
environmental concerns.

The Consultant presented an update of the Phase I study currently

being conducted by Cook County. Topics discussed were as
follows:

The proposed Lake Cook Road alignment at Waukegan Road has
been shifted to the south to minimize impacts to the
properties north of Lake Cook Road.

Modifications were made to the geometrics at the Lake Cook
Road interchange with the Edens Expressway to provide dual

left turn bays. The modifications were submitted to IDOT
for review.

- Traffic signal interconnection would be recommended for
three segments of the route: the Tri-State Tollway to
Wilmot Road; Pine Street to Waukegan Road; and the
Northbrook Court shopping center to the Edens Expressway.
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The Consultant will be proceeding with a detailed cost estimate
analysis, further environmental studies, and preparation of the
Environmental Assessment and Combined Location/Design Report.

The Consultant presented the SRA Transit Recommedations. The
Regional Transportation Facilities exhibit, which is included in
the SRA report, was distributed. Existing transit facilities
along Lake Cook Road include Metra rail service to stations in
Northbrook and Deerfield, and four RTA bus routes operated by
Pace. Future transit facilities proposed in the CATS 2010 TSD
plan include the Wisconsin Central Railroad and the Middle
Circumferential Transit Line. No specific corridors or transit
types have been identified to date for the Middle
Circumferential. 1In addition, the extension of the Skokie Swift

rail service to the study area is included in the future transit
plan.

Two possible transportation centers adjacent to Lake Cook Road
were also discussed. The first was the proposed METRA station
south of Lake Cook Road approximately 1/4 mile west of Waukegan
Road. The second possible location is at the Skokie Swift
extension near Skokie Boulevard. These centers would connect
Metra, Pace, taxi, the Middle Circumferential, and possible
future Personal Rapid Transit (PRT) serving the area. The
Village of Deerfield is one of four locations being considered

for a PRT system to possibly be constructed in the next five
years.

The Consultant also presented the preliminary environmental
considerations of the project. Included were the SRA
environmental considerations and preliminary Phase I
environmental findings. Impacts discussed included:

- There would be no wetland impacts.

- Floodplain involvement would be limited to structure
modifications at Pfingsten Road and Red Oak Lane.

- No Section 4(f) Lands would be impacted or acquired.

- No families would be reliocated.

- One business would be relocated.

- No significant impacts to the community character along the
route (e.g. community division).
The character of the corridor would be adversely affected
under the No-Action Alternative.

- Preliminary "worst-case” air quality analysis indicates
pollution concentration will be within FHWA standards.

Preliminary noise analysis shows two existing sites and two

additional future sites are above the acceptable range of

traffic-generated noise levels. In general, noise levels

throughout the route would increase by 1 to 4 dBA under both
the No-Action and Build Alternative.
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Abatement measures to be investigated further are the effect of

the existing wooden fences and construction of noise barriers on
reducing traffic noise.

The project schedule was discussed. The SRA public hearing will
be held on January 29, 1992 from 2:00 to 8:00 P.M. in an open
house format. IDOT and their consultant, Harland Bartholomew and
Associates, will be making the presentation. The public hearing
for the Cook County Phase I study will be held in Spring, 1992.
Final reports for both studies will be available after all public
comments have been received and evaluated.

The meeting adjourned at 2:15 P.M.

Char1gs”J ~Stpnzel, P.E.

CJsS:t™m
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LAKE-COOK ROAD
SECTION 4: Public Involvement

4.3 PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES AND RECORDED COMMENTS

A Public Hearing was held on January 29, 1992 to present recommended improvements to Lake Cook
Road and to obtain public input. The Public Hearing was conducted in an open house format with
exhibits displayed showing the recommended improvements for the entire SRA route on aerial
photographs as well as typical cross sections. Also, a slide presentation was shown every half-hour
during the hearing. This presentation included the scope and objectives of the SRA system; the
relation of Lake Cook Road to the overall system; and the scope of recommended improvements for
the entire SRA route.

Representatives of the lllinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the SRA project consultant
were available during the hearing to discuss the project and answer questions. A court reporter also
was present during the hearing to take oral comments, and written statements were accepted during
the hearings. An additional period of 30 days following the hearings was provided for submission
of written statements to the IDOT District One Offices.

Copies of the Public Hearing minutes, recorded comments and statements are contained in the
following pages.

54



lllinois Department
of Transportation

INVITES YOU TO ATTEND
A PUBLIC HEARING

CONCERNING:

LAKE COOK ROAD
from US 12 (RAND ROAD)
to US 41 (EDENS EXPRESSWAY)

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29, 1992
2 p.m. - 8 p.m.
PHIL JOHNSON RESTAURANT
49 Waukegan Road
Northbrook, IL 60062

PURP F

*  To present reccommended improvements
for Lake Cook Road as part of the
Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) system

*  To obtain public input

A slide presentation will be shown every half
hour with the last show at 7:30 p.m. Exhibits
will be on display with Illinois Department of
Transportation personnel available to discuss
the project and answer questions.

This hearing will be handicapped accessible.
Those persons planning to attend and in need
of special accommodations should contact
Rich Starr (708) 705-4095 at the District
Office.
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Lake Cook Road between U.S. Route 12 (Rand
Road) and U.S. Route 41 (Skokie Highway) NORTH

Strategic
¥ Regional
b Arterlal

Operatlon
GreenLight

Lake Cook Road between
U.S. Route 12 (Rand Road)
and U.S. Route 41 (Skokie
Highway) in Lake and Cook
counties



PURPOSE OF HEARING

To present the recommended
improvements for Lake-Cook Road
between US Route 12 and US Route 41 as
part of the Strategic Regional Arterial
System

To obtain public input

THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL
SYSTEM

Includes 1,340 miles of existing roads in
northeastern lllinois

Intended to supplement the expressway
system and provide for long distance
travel across the region

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDED
IMPROVEMENTS

Between US Route 12 and Illinois Route
53 - two traffic lanes in each direction
with continuous median, left turn lanes
and coordinated trafTic signals

Between Illinois Route 53 and US Route
41 - three trafTic lanes in each direction
with continuous median, left turn lanes
and courdinated trafTic signals
Interchange improvement at 1llinois
Route 21 - grade separation
improvements at the Metra Milwaukee
District and the Chicago & Northwestern
Railroad

PROJECT SCHEDULE

The Department will consider comments
received from this public hearing in the
refinement of the recommended
improvements

A Final Repor( concerning the
recommended improvements will be
prepared. Scheduled completion of this
report is winter 1992.

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND
INFORMATION

Written comments and recommendations
may be submitted during the public hearing
or may be sent to:

All material from the public hearing, including any
engineering data as well as written comments from
interested individuals, may be reviewed and copied
(at the requestor’s expense) at the above address.

Questions regarding the project should be directed

James C. Slifer, P.E.

District Engineer

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court

Schauvmburg, IL 60196-1096
Attention; Walter S. Kos, P.E.

to Rich Starr (708) 705-4095.



Summary of Public Hearing
Lake Cook Road Strategic Regional Arterial

Wednesday, January 29, 1992
2pmto 8 pm
Phil Johnson Restaurant
49 Waukegan Road
Northbrook, lilinois

A public hearing was held by the lllinois Department of Transportation to present
recommendations for improvements to Lake Cook Road as part of the Strategic
Regional Arterial System and to obtain public input.

The public hearing was conducted in an open house format. A copy of the
attendance register for the hearing is provided as Attachment A to this summary.
Exhibits showing the recommended improvements were displayed for public
viewing. During the hearing, a narrated slide presentation was given every 30
minutes. This presentation included general information about the Strategic
Regional Arterial System and Operation GreenLight, as well as identifying the
scope of improvements recommended for the Strategic Regional Arterial Route.
A copy of the narrative for the slide presentation is provided as Attachment B to
this summary.

Representatives of the lilinois Department of Transportation as well as the project
consultant, Harland Bartholomew & Associates, Inc., were present during the
hearing to answer questions and discuss the project recommendation. Also, a
court reporter was present during the hearing to take oral comments, and
provision was made for submission of written comments at the hearing and for a
period of 30 days following the hearing. A copy of the recorded oral comments is
provided as Attachment C to this summary; copies of the received written
comments are provided as Attachment D. In addition to the recorded oral and
written comments, the following comments were expressed to IDOT or project
consultant representatives by those attending the hearing:

e Many concerns were expressed about the actual need to widen Lake
Cook Road from four to six lanes between U.S. Route 12 (Rand Road)
and U.S. Route 41 (Edens Expressway). Specific concerns and
objections related to additional air and noise pollution, impacts to
property values, inability to access Lake Cook Road from unsignalized
side streets and that widening Lake Cook Road would attract additional
traffic. Many attendees questioned why the Edens Spur could not be
improved to divert traffic from Lake Cook Road, thereby precluding the
need for widening.



Many concerns were expressed about the extension of the Skokie
Swift and the Middle Circumferential corridor future transit facilities.
Many questions concerned the need and desirability of such facilities in
the Lake Cook corridor.

Questions were asked about the timing for construction of the
recommended improvements.

Support was expressed for the implementation of the interchange at
lllinois Route 21, the interconnection of traffic signals and the
construction of the two grade separations at the railroad crossings.

Additional traffic signals at certain local streets accessing residential
subdivisions were requested.

Support was expressed for the construction of ramps to the north at the
Interstate 294 (Tri-State Tollway) from Lake Cook Road.

Many concerns were expressed about the specific impacts of
additional right-of-way requirements on individual properties.

Support was expressed for similar improvement type recommendations
to the following parallel arterials: Willow Road, Dundee Road and
Hlinois Route 22 (Half Day Road).

Support was expressed for the construction of ramps to the east at the
existing half-diamond interchange at lllinois Route 43 (Waukegan
Road) and the Interstate 94 (Edens Spur).
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LAKE COOK ROAD SRA
PUBLIC HEARING SLIDE PRESENTATION

Welcome to this Public Hearing. The lllinois Department of Transportation
is pleased to present recommended improvements for Lake Cook Road
between U.S. Route 12 (Rand Road) and U.S. Route 41 (Edens Express-
way) as part of the Strategic Regional Arterial System.

The Strategic Regional Arterial System is a 1340-mile network of existing
roads in Northeastern lllinois. This system is part of the 2010 Transporta-
tion System Development Plan adopted in 1989 as the official long-range

plan for transportation improvements in the six-county area of Northeast-
ern llinois.

The Strategic Regional Arterial System is also a major element of Opera-
tion GreenLight, an eight-point program developed in response to a
growing awareness of traffic congestion in the region. In the last few
years, rapid economic development and population growth have resulted
in increased congestion on the expressways and on arterial and local
streets as well. Although projects are underway to increase the capacity
of the highway and transit system, continued economic and population

growth are expected to place increasing demands on the transportation
system.

As one of the key elements in Operation GreenLight, the Strategic Re-
gional Arterial System is intended to supplement the expressway system
by providing a network of roads for long-distance travel across the region.
The system is also intended to improve access to the expressway system
and major transit routes for regional trips.

However, the Strategic Regional Arterial System alone is not intended to
solve the congestion problem in the Chicago area. In addition to creating
the Strategic Regional Arterial System, Operation GreenLight also includes
other elements, such as developing major transit and highway facilities;
improving other arterial routes in the region; and reducing demand on the
highway and arterial system.

Together the eight points of Operation GreenLight are a blueprint for a
comprehensive approach to improve transportation in Northeastern llli-
nois, and planning the Strategic Regional Arterial System is receiving high
priority.

Within the overall system, three different route types have been defined
based upon future density of development in the region. The three route
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types are designated as rural, suburban and urban.

Urban routes are located in the City of Chicago and adjacent portions of
more densely developed suburbs such as Oak Park. Suburban route
designations encompass most of suburban Cook and Lake Counties, all
of DuPage County and the more developed portions of McHenry, Kane
and Will Counties. Rural routes are located in the outer portions of Lake,
McHenry, Kane and Will Counties.

Each of the three route types has different characteristics which affect the
type and scope of potential future improvements. Routes located in
densely urbanized areas typically have minimal possibilities for roadway
expansion. However, improvements could be made to intersections, local
transit facilities and low structural clearances. For routes in developing
suburban areas, preservation of right-of-way, additional lanes on road-
ways, and signal coordination may be considered. In rural areas, preser-
vation of right-of-way and controlled access would provide for movement
of through traffic and accommodate future needs.

Desirable characteristics for each of the three route types have been
defined in the Strategic Regional Arterial Concept Report, completed in

January, 1991. These characteristics identify desirable standards in plan-
ning for the routes on the system.

Detailed studies of the entire 1340-mile system are being carried out in
phases over the next five years. The first phase of studies, which began in
January, 1990, covers 245 miles of the system, including Lake Cook Road.

Development of a comprehensive, long-range plan for the entire Strategic
Regional Arterial network is necessary in order to implement improve-
ments to the system in a coordinated and cost effective way. To accom-

plish this consistently throughout the system, the route studies are guided
by eight objectives.

- Determine the types of roadway improvements needed for each
route including additional lanes, signalization and interchanges.

- ldentify and protect needed right-of-way.

- Examine ways to enhance public transportation.

- Manage access to Strategic Regional Arterial routes to improve
through traffic movement and reduce conflicts.

- Coordinate land use and development projects with transporta-
tion improvements.
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- Identify ways to accommodate the growth in commercial traffic.
- Accommodate necessary bicycle and pedestrian travel.
- Identify potential environmental concerns.

The Lake Cook Road studies have been carried out over the past twelve
months. The studies began with the collection and analysis of information
about conditions along the route. With information about existing and
projected conditions, possible improvements for the Strategic Regional
Arterial route were determined and a screening process identified signifi-
cant environmental conditions along each route. Consideration also was
given to right-of-way needs and availability to accommodate recom-
mended ultimate improvements.

Throughout the planning process, local involvement and coordination
efforts included meeting with an Advisory Panel for each Strategic Re-
gional Arterial route. A regular newsletter for each Panel has informed
members about the Strategic Regional Arterial program and ongoing
route studies, and a draft report has been prepared for each route.

Following this public hearing, a final report will be prepared, documenting
the route studies, recommended improvements and public involvement
including comments from this meeting.

implementation of improvements may occur over a period of many years
and each improvement project will involve more detailed study to develop
specific plans. Continued public involvement and community coordination

will be an integral part of the process throughout the design and construc-
tion of future improvements.

Lake Cook Road is designated as a Strategic Regional Arterial between
U.S. Route 12 (Rand Road) to U.S. Route 41 (Edens Expressway), a
distance of 13 miles. The route passes through the communities of Arling-
ton Heights, Long Grove, Buffalo Grove, Wheeling, Riverwoods, North-
brook, Deerfield and Highland Park. The Cook County Highway Depart-
ment is the agency with jurisdiction over Lake Cook Road.

Lake Cook Road intersects with four other SRA routes: U.S. Route 12
(Rand Road), llinois Route 83 (McHenry Road), llinois Route 21 (Milwau-
kee Avenue) and lllinois Route 43 (Waukegan Road). Lake Cook Road
has interchanges with three existing expressways: lllinois Route 53, inter-
state 294 (Tri-State Tollway) and Route 41 (Edens Expressway).

One commuter rail line presently crosses Lake Cook Road. tt is for the
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Metra Milwaukee District and there are stations for this rail line in North-
brook and Deerfield.

The 2010 Transportation System Development plan prepared by the
Chicago Area Transportation Study identifies one major highway project
and two major transit projects which will impact the Lake Cook Road
corridor. The major highway project is the Lake-Will North Expressway
which would extend north from the existing terminus of the lllinois Route
53 expressway. The first transit project is the Wisconsin Central Railroad,
which would intersect Lake Cook Road between lllinois Route 83 and
llinois Route 21. The second transit project is the 37-mile long Middle
Circumferential Corridor, which would run parallel to Lake Cook Road and

then run south through northwest Cook County and east-central DuPage
County.

Lake Cook Road is classified as a Suburban Strategic Regional Arterial
Route, for which a minimum of three through lanes in each direction with
at least a 120-foot wide right-of-way are desirable. In general, the existing
roadway configuration provides for two through traffic lanes in each direc-
tion. The Cook County Highway Department has several ongoing road-
way projects planned for future implementation along Lake Cook Road.
These projects and their recommendations have been adopted as the
Strategic Regional Arterial recommendations for Lake Cook Road.

The recommended roadway configuration for Lake Cook Road between
U.S. Route 12 (Rand Road) and lllinois Route 53 is two through lanes in
each direction. The recommended roadway configuration between lllinois
Route 53 and U.S. Route 41 (Edens Expressway) is three through lanes in
each direction.

Major intersection improvements, including dual left lanes, are recom-
mended at the intersections of U.S. Route 12 (Rand Road), Arlington
Heights Road, Buffalo Grove Road, lllinois Route 83 (Old McHenry Road),
Weiland Road, Sanders Road, Wilmot Road, Pfingsten Road, lllinois Route
43 (Waukegan Road) and Skokie Boulevard.

Other recommended major improvements for Lake Cook Road include the
construction of an urban diamond interchange at lllinois Route 21 (Milwau-
kee Avenue) and construction of ramps providing access to and from the
north at the Lake Cook Road interchange with Interstate 294. Construc-
tion of grade separated underpasses for Lake Cook Road at the Metra
Milwaukee District Rail Line and at the Chicago & North Western Railroad
are also recommended.
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In addition to the major recommended roadway improvements, intercon-
nection and coordination of traffic signals is recommended as a cost-
effective means of improving traffic fiow. It is also recommended that a
feasibility and transit mode study be undertaken for the Middle Circumfer-
ential Corridor transit facility to identify and protect rights-of-way and
preserve options for future implementation.

Additional information concering the Strategic Regional Arterial program,
as well as the studies and recommended improvements from Lake Cook
Road as part of the Strategic Regional Arterial system may be viewed in
the adjoining room, and representatives of the Department of Transporta-
tion and the project consultant will be available to answer questions. A
court reporter, also located in an adjoining room will be available to take
any statement you may wish to make. Written comments may be submit-
ted at this meeting or may be sent to the Department of Transportation at
the address shown in the project brochure.

Thank you for participating in this public hearing.
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IN RE: THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS

FOR LAKE COOK ROAD BETWEEN U.S. ROUTE 12 and U.S.
ROUTE 41 AS PART OF THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL
SYSTEM. JANUARY 29, 1992

701 S. SUMAC PARKWAY, WAUKEGAN. IL 60085, Telephone 662-1919
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MRS. ZUCKER: My name is Alisa Zucker, 20
Chestnut Road in Northbrook.
We border Birchwood and Lake Cook, and I
want to go on record saying that I don't approve of this
expansion. 1It's going to eat up some of our property, and

it's going to lower the value of my home.

MR. RKNORST: Jack Knorst, and I'm opposed to
widening Lake Cook Road into six lanes through the

residential area that's east of Waukegan Road.

MR. GODLEWSKI: Mario N. Godlewski from Buffalo

Grove, and I'm against it.

MR. COHN: My name is Richard Cohn, 2Antique Lane,

Northbrook.

Although I support certain elements of this

plan, especially railroad crossing improvements, I am
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oppposed to making Lake Cook Road a major transit artery
and therefore am opposed to the widening of Lake Cook Road
to six lanes and also to the implementation of a railroad
line through to Northbrook, which we call it the northeast

Northbrook area. Thank you.

MR. HORNE: Bob Horne with Homart, and we favor

the expansion to six lanes specifically from the tollway

to Milwaukee Avenue.

MR. HENNIG: Edwin Hennig, 315 Hickory Court,
Northbrook.

If it goes through, I'd like to see them
move a traffic light, the one at Pine Tree, have them move
it south to Beechnut -- I'm sorry, that was Chestnut, have
that one moved to Pine Tree and a new one installed at
Pine Tree. That would help the people across the street
in Deerfield. I believe that's Mulberry over there. I
forgot the name, but anyway that would be a help.

And then why can't they make arrangements
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with the tollway spur to exit and enter at the Tri-State
at Lake Cook Road?

That would save the cost of eight or nine
new bridges, and eliminate tolls on that section and just
have an even, smooth flow of traffic from Edens to Lake
Cook or Lake Cook to Edens in the mornings or evenings,
whatever the traffic pattern is. 1In fact, I think that's

about 20 years too late.

MR. PLOTZRKER: My name is Bernard Plotzker, and
I'm representing the Winchester Lane North Home Owners
Association, and we're very, very disturbed about the
impact that this would have on our complex.
There are a lot of questions unanswered.
Number one, the funding. There has been no explanation of
where the funding will be coming from. They're not sure.
Number two, that part of this takes in Lake
County on the north side of Lake Cook Road, and that Cook
County evidently is going to be funding the whole item.
We are not very happy with when they say
they would be taking ten feet of our property. They did

not say they would be taking the easement plus ten feet,
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which would really eat into our complex.

There are many, many things that are not
explained, and plus in this time where tax money is very,
very short and everything else, they're undertaking a
major, major thing and not very many people are happy with
it.

People in Lake County will be benefited by
it for the most part, and it seems that they would be no
part of this unless there are state funds given for this.

Four Winds complex Jjust to the east of our
complex is in the process of building townhomes, and if
the ten feet were taken from them, the cars would be going
right past our front windows, and yet permits were given
to them for building after they knew this was going up,

and we don't think that's good planning at all. 1In fact,

we think somebody is very negligent. That is my
statement. Thank you very much.
%* * %x %x %

MRS. CONSTANCE: Anne Constance, 2055 Beechnut,

Northbrook, Glenbrook Countryside, right here.
Well, I used to work at the Tollway North

Office Center, and I had to travel Lake Cook Road everyday




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

back and forth to work, and every time a train would go by
or a freight train, that would build up so much traffic,
that it would take ten, fifteen minutes before everybody
could get moving, and now Lake Cook Road is much, much
busier than it was when I traveled it going west.

Now, I work going the other direction east,
and while T used to work at 40 Skokie Boulevard, which is
the corner of 40 and Skokie Boulevard, then T had to
travel Lake Cook Road in the opposite direction for two
years, and that underpass is even worse than the Milwaukee
Road underpass. That's where you really get backed up,
and my suggestion is not to widen Lake Cock but to do
that. That would alleviate a lot of the problem, and T
know because I am a traveler on that road -- or was.

Now, I work off of Dundee Road, and we have
the same problem. There is an underpass there, you know,
the same as here, and they should put one in there, too,
but they're not concerned with Dundee Road. Well, they
should put an underpass on Dundee Road, too, near Skokie
Boulevard, that road station, and that's all. That's
really about it.

If they have to widen the road too, I guess,
they'll have to widen that, but I don't see how that's

going to solve anything. Thank you very much.
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MR. ESSMAN: My name, as a registered voter, it's
William Scott Essman. I live at 235 Linden Road, and I'm
right in the subdivision here in Northbrook.

It's ineffable, the traffic sometimes here
is unbearable, and I think we're going to have more
traffic. I think the six-lane idea is a good idea.

I would, however, like to see an interchange
for the Edens spur maybe at Pfingsten, or unless you can
get on -=—- I think the way the interchange is at 294, I
don't think that's possible, but it would be would be nice
if they had an interchange at Edens spur or somewhere
along Pfingsten, something like that, and I think it looks
like a good plan, and I think ~- it's like they say in the
service, you can't put ten pounds of crap in a five-pound

bag. I think it's kind of inevitable anyway. Thanks.

MRS. RUBIN: Marsha Rubin. The address is 1064

Williamsburg Drive, Northbrook, 60062.
Okay, my comments concern developing the

spur to a greater advantage. There should be four-way
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entrances and exits to the spur to the Edens and between
the spur and 294, and the exit from the spur onto Waukegan
should go both north and south. Then it's really not
necessary to widen Lake Cook to move the people from the
western suburbs to the Edens when you have the existing
spur.

If the spur was fully developed, there would
be no necessity in widening Llake Cook and all the trauma
that's going to cause, that there still is definitely a
need to go under the railroad tracks just west of Skokie
Boulevard on Lake Cook.

That plan has been on hold for a number of
years and certainly is still needed, and the lights along
Lake Cook should definitely be timed, but my objection,
and I think many others, is to widening Liake Cook between
294 and the Edens. Development of the spur would better

facilitate the matter.

MRS. COYNE: Pat Coyne. I live at 314 Red Coach,
Northbrook, Illinois, 60062.

I'm saying that Lake Cook Road should not be

widened to three lanes in each direction. There are about
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four reasons the overpass will increase the traffic flow.

Number one, the traffic light improvements
will also increase the traffic flow.

Number two, corporations on Lake Cook Road
should stagger their start-and-stop hours of employment
and that will alleviate or stretch out the vehicular
traffic.

Number three, Willow Road is also a road
that hits 94 and Edens Highway and 53, and that should be
made into a four-lane highway instead of Edens and Lake
Cook Road being made into a six, so I don't want a
Edens-type highway on Lake Cook Road.

Regarding the Skokie Swift, we have train
stations in Braeside, Highland Park, which is on Lake Cook

Road. We have a train station on Deerfield, and we have

another train station in Northbrook. We don't need any
more train stations. Thank you very much.
x ® * * *

MRS. DITTMER: Marsha Dittmer, 78 Elmwood Lane,

Lincolnshire, Illinois.
Why don't you put north and south

interchanges connecting the Tri-State to all the east-west
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streets especially between Lake Cook and 22°?
* * * * *
MRS. COHEN: Northbrook, Lee Cohen.

I think it's too busy now. 1It's too noisy,
and T think it would lower our property. I'm very much
against it, and this woman is shaking her head, yes,
really very much against it because, if they would have
told us this before we bought, I never would have bought
there. You want to say anything?

MRS. SIMON: I feel the same way. I feel the
same way. I don't know what else to add. I live in the

same complex she does. Charlene Simon.

MRS. LOLCH: Bobbie Lolch, 135 Cottonwood,

Northbrook, which is Glenbrook Countryside.

I think that widening Lake Cook to six lanes
is not the answer. I think if they were to create a
connection at the spur, get us to Edens off the tollway
and get people from Edens to the tollway, that they would
alleviate a lot of the cars that travel Lake Cook Road. I
think that widening Lake Cook is an invitation for more

cars and more problems.
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MR. BOOTHE: Joe Boothe, One Waukegan Road. I'm
at Joe's Amoco & Food Shop, and I prefer not to have the
construction going on.

What I've heard of it, it's going to really
interrupt a lot of our businesses and so forth, and it's
going to be a disaster I think around here.

MRS. BOOTHE: I'm Anita Boothe, One Waukegan

Road, Joe's Amoco, and we prefer not to have it.

MR. PETRY: Richard Petry, 1947 Beechnut,
Northbrook.

I'm opposed to the plan as presented. T
believe there are alternate proposals that should be
considered which in my opinion would alleviate or
eliminate the need to widen Lake Cook to six lanes as

presented or as scheduled. Opposed. Thank you.

11
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MR. LILLIA: My name is Bob Lillia. I'm a
resident at 2030 Maplewood Road in Northbrook, 60062.

As an interested person here, my property
will be directly affected by this. My property backs out
to Lake Cook Road, and I've been a resident here for 40
years, and at one time I could sit in my backyard, and
even now with the four lanes here I can't sit in my back
any more because of the fumes, and now they want to expand
it to six lanes. JTt's going to take so much of my
property.

And, fortunately, I don't have any children,
but there are little children, and these people over here
coming through sometimes in summertime they don't keep
their trash in the car, they throw it over the fence; and
as an interested party and a property owner here, I'm very

concerned about this. Thank you.

MRS. PETRY: Lee Petry. I live at 1947 Beechnut
Road.

Okay, I have a number of things. First of

all, I'm out on Lake Cook Road every morning early, and

there is a steady stream of traffic eastbound all headed
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for Edens. Unless this proposal includes hooking the
Edens spur up at the Tri-State, it has no meaning
whatsoever. It's only going to make things worse.

When they made the Lake Cook I-294
interchange, they connected to the wrong road. They
should have connected to the Edens spur. All they did by
putting the interchange there was to put more traffic on
Lake Cook Road.

My feeling is that if you connect the spur
to Lake Cook Road at the Tri-State, you will eliminate the
need to make Lake Cook Road six lanes east of the spur.
It can be four lanes back here because most of the traffic
will take the spur over to Edens.

Unless this proposal has included a full
survey of all the businesses in the Sky Harbor Industrial
Park, as well as all the Deerfield businesses along Lake
Cook Road, then you really don't have a handle on where
traffic is going.

I work in the Sky Harbor Industrial Park,
and I know that no attempt has being made to survey our
company, which is very large, and the tollbooth on the
Tri-State at Deerfield Road should be moved further north
to ease the bottleneck of the connection with the spur to

the Tri-State. That will make a big difference.
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Also, in this area between Skokie Kighway
and the Tri-State, you're going to be encroaching on
long-standing residential property, people who have been
here for literally 30 to 40 years. West of the Tri-State
this isn't true, and my feeling is very strong that the
six-lane expansion should occur only west of the Tri-State
and not east.

The Northbrook master plan shows Pfingsten
Road to be made four lanes, and with that in mind, it
could easily connect to the spur along yet another place
for traffic to get back and forth to Edens.

It also calls for an expansion of Lee Road
over the tollroad spur. 1It's part of the Northbrook
master plan, and that should be implemented. Again,
that's another way to get people off of Lake Cook Road. I

think that's about it. Thank you.

MRS. MEYER: Vivian Meyer, 130 Birchwood.
I live in this subdivision right next to
Lake Cook Road, and I'm entirely opposed to widening this

street, and I don't see why we couldn’'t just put the two

underpasses in and the spur from the tollway to Edens, and
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I think that that would eliminate the need for all of this
east of the tollway.
It just would be too much traffic and mess

up our neighborhood and our lives and just be terrible.

Okay, thanks.

MRS. PETERSEN: Dorothy Petersen, 41 Birchwood
Road, Northbrook, Glenbrook Countryside.

I'm against all the traffic and widening of
the road and feeling sorry for the people that have their
property condemned and given nothing for their property,
and we've just gone through all this construction this
past summer, and now they're going to start again. That's

about it.

MRS. GARRAMONE: Mrs. Garramone. I live in
Deerfield, not really crazy about the widening of Lake
Cook Road because my yard is up to Lake Cook Road, and I
think there is a lot of traffic on there now, not enough

to where it's bothering me, but there is enough traffic
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there now; and if this is going to incur more, then I
don't think it should happen.

You know, as far as the underpass by the
railroad tracks, I think that's a great idea because it

may alleviate some traffic.

16

I know I've been stuck there many times when

I have to wait for the train to go by, although it's never

been a real problem, and the opening of the tollway going
north would be nice, but I'd have to find out what it
means, what homes would be affected because I'm real
considerate of other people's feelings as far as their
homes and things like that, and they may not want to be,
you know, removed, so that all comes into consideration.

So, whatever happens here, I'm all for
helping; but if it is going to hurt anybody in the
process, home owners, I mean, in Deerfield and other
areas, then I'm not for it, and I may change my mind. T
don't know. I have to learn more about this, but so far
that's how I feel.

We live in an area that's nice and quiet

and, you know, homey; and if this is going to create more

traffic from people in outlining areas that don't know our

area, don't live here, then I'm not for it either.
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MR. ROTHBART: My name is Steve Rothbart. I live
at 4548 Deer Trail in Northbrook, and the problem with
this whole plan is my backyard is facing Lake Cook.

We have a landscaping firm that does a
pretty good job of alleviating the noise and giving us
some protection against cars like jumping a curb. There's
about an eight-foot birm.

If they take 10 to 15 feet off of my
property in the back -- I have children, too -- our home
owners association, you're not allowed to put up any type
of fence, so if the state goes ahead and takes its ten,
fifteen feet, it will put the traffic lane closer in my
backyard. 1I'll have no protection against any motorist,
and the noise barrier would be eliminated, so I'm totally
against this unless they're willing to put up some type of
concrete barrier or an aesthetically pleasing, earthen

birm, wood fence.

MRS. ORLOWSKY: My name is Joy Orlowsky, and I

live in the new Four Winds development.




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

18

We just bought there three months ago and
moved here from Buffalo Grove where the traffic congestion
was ridiculous; and when we bought, it was almost a year
ago that we bought, one of the things that we asked the
builder was if there was any intention of widening Lake
Cook Road, and he said, "Absolutely not."

We've lived in the house three months, and
there are already stress cracks in our bedroomn. If they
widen Lake Cook Road another ten feet, it will practically
be through our bedroom, and what I don't understand in
this whole thing is how they could possibly think of
widening Lake Cook Road to six lanes and make it a
thoroughfare when they aren't considering widening
Deerfield Road or 22 which would eliminate the traffic in
Buffalo Grove which is where it is there, where all the
development is now going on at the north end of Buffalo
Grove, which is north of Deerfield Road and much closer to
Half Day Road.

Deerfield Road at one point is two lanes,
and Half Day Road is no better, and I think the traffic
congestion should be alleviated much better if they widen
the northernmost east-west streets and not turn Lake Cook

into six lanes.
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MR. MILLER: My name is Rick Miller, and my
address is 1827 Lake Cook Road in Highland Park, and T
also own the vacant corner -- it's the northwest corner of
Lake Cook Road and Ridge Road where the proposed new
development has been approved that I plan on building.

My concern is the plans to widen Lake Cook

Road and questions about right-of-way and if there is
additional right-of-way there that is going to need to be
taken in front of my property; and, however, if they do
widen it, it would go on the north side of the street and
this will interfere with my development plans and my
building, and I'd like an answer as soon as possible to
see the plans, so I can evaluate what I should do, and my

phone number is Area Code 708, 831-5366 or 831-5329.

MR. JOHNSON: My name is Bill Johnson, 7 Chevy

Chase Drive, Wheeling.

We basically have owned some property at the

southwest corner of lLake Cook Road and Milwaukee Avenue.

The property presently has three curb-cut access points
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off of Lake Cook Road. All of those access points are
being removed through the construction of the overpass at
Lake Cook and Milwaukee, and none have been replaced by
the county and IDOT at this point in time.

We appreciate fully that the road
improvements have to go through, but we also feel that

we're being taken advantage of by not having the

replacement curb-cut access that we need to. 1It's
actually a 20-~acre commercial site. I think that's 1t
basically.

* * * *

MR. RIDDELL: Richard Riddell, 44 Birchwood Road,
Glenbrook Countryside.

The spur from Edens Expressway to the
tollway, there are no entrance or exits to get on or off
that spur going north or south.

I saw the original plans from 30 years ago
when the spur was put in, and there were exits and
entrances at Waukegan and at Pfingsten, and they were
never put in. That would alleviate all the traffic from
Edens on Lake Cook Road all the way to the tollway if they

used the spur for that traffic.

The spur also has a center that could be
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used to extend the monorail from the Skokie Swift or
whatever. The median is already there. 7It's sunk down.
It's in a valley. It would cause no problems with
residents because it is lower than most of the traffic.
There are no stops along, that they could put the stops up
high like they did on the Kennedy Expressway going to

O'Hare. Thank you.

MR. CAMERON: Donald Cameron, 2041 Beechnut Road,
Northbrook. We're in Glenbrook Countryside. T think
that's previous obvious, but it's a good idea to bring it
up we're interested in knowing if they do put the median
in, are we going to be able to get out on Lake Cook
especially going west?

According to if they put a median in, we're
not going to get across. It depends on whether it's a
raised median. If it is a raised median or just a paved
median, we don't know what's going to be in there, and
they don't know either, but that's a very strict concern
of ours whether we can use it or not.

And T think, of course, I don't know whether

anybody has mentioned it, but they're all concerned about
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having equal access to this tollway spur from Waukegan
Road. You know you can get off going south, and the bunch
coming off now can go south, but we can't coming north.
Nobody can coming north on it.

We're almost of the opinion they should have
a diamond there to -- I think they call it a diamond, but
T think from living here we're all concerned with the
traffic, and we should encourage use of the tollway spur
as much as possible because it would take a big load off,
and we're worried about property values, too.

I think the general plan is pretty good for
the rest of it, especially they've already got a plan, a
diamond, for the tollway at Lake Cook the way he talks.

I think they ought to have an on/off access
to the Edens, too, from the spur, and that should bypass
LLake Cook, should take a big load off it.

Anyhow, that's the only objection we've had
that I've heard voiced so far, and I'm not a
representative but I've been here longer than most of

them, so thank you.
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MR. ALT: My name is Robert Alt. I live at 127
Cottonwood Road, Northbrook.

I'm against the IDOT proposal at this
particular point in time. I believe what they need is
more access to 41 and not more road getting access to 41
at Lake Cook. I think they should look into connecting
the spur at 294 at Lake Cook as opposed to bringing all
the traffic down to this bottleneck area which now exists.

Okay, thanks.

MRS. SMALL: Laurie Small, Briarwood Vista Home
Owners Association.

My main concern is that we want to have some
kind of a light -- if there is any extension of Lake Cook
Road, widening of the lanes, that we have some kind of
stoplight to be able to get out of our subdivision to be
able to go east on Lake €ook, which is very difficult
right now with no light, and it's only four. We can't
imagine what it would be like with six lanes.

Also, I'm concerned about in widening Lake
Cook Road what property they would be using, and would

they be using property of Briarwood Vista Home Owners
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Association members who are of Glenbrook Countryside,
which is across the street?
We're also concerned about if there was any

type of rail line going down Lake Cook Road, that there

would be excessive noise. Thanks.

MR. HALL: Gerald Hall, and I'm one of the
pastors of North Suburban Evangelical Free Church. That's
right across the street. It's at 200 Lake Cook Road.

So, what we are concerned about is access to
the church property which has to come off of Lake Cook, so
we're concerned that that access be adequate to meet the
needs of our constituency, and we would like to be
notified of the hearing that will be held, and I don't
know, maybe you can fill me in on it.

We would like to be notified when the
hearing is set for the review by the public. That's all
we're requesting. Great. Thank you very much. The

telephone is 945-4630. That's 708.
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MRS. VAN VOORST: Jean Van Voorst, 1311 Meade
Lane, Arlington Heights.

What I want to say is that I'm totally
against it, that I feel that Long Grove has opposed
extension of Route 53. They will not widen Route 83, and
they will not widen Route 22.

All the new houses that are going up are in
Lake County, and I feel that the roads should be widened
or extended out there, that that's where all the growth
is.

Why should Lake Cook be made into a mega
highway?

And I'm very, very upset about Long Grove,
that they can stop this progress, and everybody else is
suffering for it. 1In fact, they've closed off side
streets so nobody can go through there, so a lot of the
traffic is going north.

This is what I'm opposed to, and I feel they
should be looking at that instead of making this mega

highway. Thank you.
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MRS. MIROSZ: Theresa Mikosz, Northbrook.

When they're making all these plans to move
cars, I guess I would like them to keep in mind that
people would like an alternative way to get around besides
cars, also. Keep in mind that there are going to be
strollers.

They should keep sidewalks in mind for
people who would like to walk to the store. Keep bike
paths in mind so they can ride their bikes, so we don't
have to pull a car out every time you want to go
somewhere.

If the streets were only made for cars, they
eliminate all the other choices we have. Walking and
biking is Jjust as healthy -- or healthier, so just to keep
that stuff in mind, that there should be alternative ways
of getting around besides a car, so keep that in mind when

you're building this. Thank you.

MRS. OLIVA: The two of us are not in favor of a
six-lane highway. We want it to stay as it is.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Oliva, 212 Hickory

Court, Northbrook.
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MRS. ZIMMERMAN: Linda Zimmerman, 255 Coachmaker
Drive, Northbrook. I oppose the IDOT recommendation.

My first opposition is really in response to
the change in the way our neighborhood will look. We
moved here because this is a suburban area, and I resent
IDOT coming in and turning it into an urban area, and a
six-lane road near my home would dramatically change the
character of my neighborhood.

The underpass, the second point, I didn't
see that the underpass was really planned; it was
proposed. Whereas, the widening of the road was planned.

I think before they begin to widen the road
they ought to first take care of the traffic problems we
have so that we lack an underpass and traffic backs up
right near Route 41.

Also, I'm afraid that this will adversely
affect home values in the area, and while I can't expect
my government to help me much, I certainly hope that my
government will not come in and destroy my property
values.

I don't know why the tie-in to the spur was

not considered rather than widening Lake Cook Road between
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Skokie Highway and 294. Why not just direct traffic off
of Edens onto the spur and have an exit from the spur onto
Waukegan Road, and save all that money in having to widen
Lake Cook Road between Waukegan and Skokie Boulevard?

So, in summary, I am totally opposed and T
hope I will be kept informed of any developments in this
project, and I hope there will be many opportunities for
community input on this project and more information than

we were given in the slide presentation. ‘Thanks.

MR. SURGAL: Bari Surgal, 4552 Deer Trail,
Winchester Lane North.

I just feel it's detrimental to the
community. It's dangerous. I feel it should go further
north.

What else? There is no other community that
has a six~-lane highway, so I don't know how in a suburban
area, an affluent area such as ours should have this, and
it's just going to bring other traffic from other are;s.
It's not going to alleviate any situation. Okay, that's

it.
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MR. BUCHHOLZ: Mark Buchholz, and I'm on the
board of the Winchester Lane North Development, and we
want to protest the entire effort to widen Lake Cook as it
will negatively impact on our privacy and our audiovisual
privacy, that it will have a negative impact on our home
values, and that choosing Lake Cook to widen instead of a
less developed highway farther north, such as 22, to widen
to six lanes is wrong; and it's not taking into account
the very character of the community, which is why I chose

to move into it. That's it.

MR. HUMBER: John Humber, 4524 Deer Trail,
Northbrook.
I'd like to express my opinion on this
proposal, and I would oppose it strongly. That's it.

Thanks.

MRS. SIZE: Dottie Size from Glenbrook
Countryside, and we have our buses waiting ten minutes now

to get across four lanes on Lake Cook Road, and we have
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children in the school buses. It would take a lot longer
if they had to cross six lanes.

Quite a few of the people are making
right-hand turns going out of their way because of the
traffic congestion now, and I feel it would just make it
worse.

If you put in six lanes, you're going to
attract more traffic, and as far as the proposed rail
train, please use buses instead. I don't want to have to
cross a railroad track when I come out of my subdivision.

Thank you very much.

MRS. ORE: Barbara Ore, Northbrook.

Let's see, first of all, the overbuilding of
the area is really not the fault of IDOT or any other road
supporter but the fault of the villages which have
overzoned the communities, and residents who are angry
should be angry at their own village presidents. That's
my first.

I am angry because what is happening in the
Northbrook/Glenview/Northfield area has created a problem

of isolated residents in subdivisions, that they can
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neither get into or out of during the early morning peak
hours and the evening peak hours, that in the process of
looking at the roads you must give equal attention to each
one of these side access routes onto the major roads so
that these people can get out of their subdivisions and
onto the main arteries, that has been a fallacy; and, yes,
it will slow the traffic going down to six lanes from four
lanes as proposed, but at the same time the people who
live in the communities have the right to the access of
their own community.

I cannot get my son to his high school in
the morning without a 15- to 20-minute wait at a stop sign
until there is a break in the traffic because the lights
are timed so fast that they don't allow us to find an
opening between one light and the last.

When a light goes on and when it goes off,
there is such a short -- they've sped up the 1lights, so
little access streets -- I happen to be off of Sunset
Ridge, which goes onto Willow, Willow Road is going fast.
I think everything along Willow is going well, but people
who are waiting to turn off Sunset Ridge Road waiting for
the light can't get out. 1It's a very difficult problem,

and I think it has to be addressed.

Whose roads are they? Everyone has a right




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

32

to them, but does anyone ~- it's everyone's road.

Everyone has access to these roads, should have access to
the roads, they pay for them, and I'm finding now that the
corporate or commercialization -- the commercialization of

the suburbs is actually creating an incredible lack of
quality of 1ife in those individuals who have lived in the
suburbs for so long.

Somehow we've got to balance the needs of
both the zoning done by the village presidents and the
residents who live in the area and are unaware of what the
long-term impact was going to be to them until this study

was presented.

MRS. HANSEN: Beverly Hansen, 33 Cottonwood,
Northbrook, Illinois. I'm representing the Buffalo Grove
Prairie Guardians, and it's affiliated with the Village of
Buffalo Grove and Commonwealth Edison.

Our location is the Buffalo Grove prairie at
the Commonwealth Edison easement just east of Wisconsin
Central Railroad line and north of Lake Cook Road, Section

2 of the SRA planning study.

Basically in some background information,
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our prairie is nine acres long running underneath the high
power lines of Commonwealth Edison. It has been |
identified by the Nature Preserves Commission as a virgin,
Grade A, black soil prairie.

We have several concerns about the widening
of the highway and the easement along the railroads.

First of all, we are home to two endangered

species, one federal and one state. They are within 200
feet of the present Lake Cook easement. That is our first
concern.

Our second concern is construction damage,
vehicles not staying off of the prairie, siltation caused
by construction, the reduction of the prairie size due to
the land acquisition to widen the highway to six lanes.

We're also concerned about the change in
hydrology and what that negative impact might have on the
surrounding wetlands that are on this particular parcel of
property.

Of minor concern, but still of concern, 1is
the runoff from Lake Cook Road and where that will go and
how that will affect our prairie.

In short, I'd like to say that the widening
of Lake Cook Road is not a solution to the traffic

problem. The widening will invite additional traffic from
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parallel arteries and encourage further development that
will add yet more cars to the problenm.

The widening will be obsolete almost as soon
as it's completed if it is completed. We feel it's a
short-term solution and not very farsighted.

Buffalo Grove Prairie Guardians would
propose less of an emphasis on road improvement and more
emphasis on public transportation systems. That's it for
that.

Now, I'm also representing myself, and I
have another piece of paper for that.

My name is Beverly Hansen, 33 Cottonwood,
Northbrook, Illinois. I am a home owner in Glenbrook
Countryside, which is adjacent to Lake Cook Road.

I have several concerns about the widening
of Lake Cook Road. I object to the condemnation of the
property -- public/private property in order to widen the
road and the decreased property values that would ensue
from that or for those particular property owners and also
for the rest of the subdivision property owners.

I'm concerned about the noise levels which
right now are high which will be increased by a six-lane

highway and would also be increased because the trees,

shrubs and hedges that now border the property, that would




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

35

be acquired to widen the highway, will be removed thus
increasing the noise even more.

I feel that the widening to six lanes would
present a safety hazard for me as I enter and leave my
subdivision.

I'm also concerned about the cut-throughs in
our area. Right now traffic trying to get from Waukegan
to Lake Cook Road or vice versa uses our subdivision to
cut through. Widening the highway is going to just
increase our cut-throughs and make our subdivision less
safe.

I also object to the increase that six lanes
would have on the exhaust pollution from vehicular traffic
and what that is going to do to the health of our area.

I also am convinced that the widening of
Lbake Cook Road will actually invite more traffic from
east-west arteries and encourage additional development
along the corridor generating yet more traffic.

We feel that the proposed widening is not
the solution and would subject our residents to an unusual
hardship.

I do have some suggestions that I feel would
alleviate the traffic problem in the particular area

between Waukegan Road and Route 41. The traffic increase
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in that area is due to rush hour traffic trying to get to
Route 41 or leaving Route 41.

If in fact a full interchange was
established in the neighborhood of Wilmot Road and Lake
Cook Road onto the I-94 spur, I feel that that office
traffic and any commercial traffic would be able to reach
41 without using Lake Cook Road, thus alleviating much of
the traffic problem.

I would suggest that in fact both of the
railroad crossings become underpasses to further alleviate

traffic tie-ups. That's it. Thank you very much.

MR. MROWIEC: Dennis Mrowiec, 110 Cottonwood,
Northbrook.

I live right here, Glenbrook Countryside,
and I feel that we should not have the six lanes. I feel,
if anything, leave the four lanes, take the turning lanes
out which inhibits traffic from flowing and just keep it
the way it is, trying to keep it residential. That's

about all I have to say.
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MR. DIAMOND: Norman Diamond, 60 Greenbriar
Drive, Deerfield, Illinois, 60015.

Comment number one: I think that we need a
traffic signal especially at the peak hour times on
Carlisle and Lake Cook Road to permit cars from going into
and out of Briarwood Vista.

The traffic that backs up oncoming traffic
gives no opportunities, and in many cases you have to make
a dash for it at risk for safety and well-being.

The other comment I have is I'd like to go
on record of being opposed to the three-lane,
bi-directional highway that they're proposing for Lake
Cook.

It appears that they Jjust completed not less
than ten years ago the widening of Lake Cook from two to
four lanes, and that brought in additional business and
shopping centers which then make the road somewhat
congested.

Instead of making more and more highways
which require additional maintenancé and taking of land
for this, they should concentrate on either providing some
form of alternate transportation because most of the
congestion is at peak hours on Saturday, Sundays. During

the day and at night, Lake Cook is fine. 1It's the morning
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rush, the noon rush -- there's a noon rush -- and the
evening rush that makes it difficult.

Most of the people who drive in cars are one
passenger to the car, so if they can make a satellite
parking where people could park and maybe take an
intershopping center van or bus or something like that to
get around and get back to their car instead of moving
their car from one parking lot to another, that's the
problem.

That parking lot where Jewel and Osco is 1is
a parking lot. Where the health club is, you have another
parking lot; where the Frank's Nursery is, another parking
lot. You got about six or seven little parking lots; and
in order to get to one place to another, you simply have

to move your car from one parking lot to another to do any

type of shopping. There is no circulation of -- nothing's
like together. You have to drive out of one lot to get
into the next. You can't even circulate internally.

That's all I got.

MRS. GOODYEAR: My name is Patricia Goodyear, and

my address is 5 Wellington Road in the Courts of




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

39

Northbrook, which is a new housing development next to
Northbrook Court.

When I brought the house two years ago, I
did not think they were going to make an expressway out of
Lake Cook Road; and if they take away any footage, my
house is going to be right on the street, and the value of
it will certainly depreciate, plus the noise and whatever

there is there. That's about it.

MRS. PLOTKIN: My name is Plotkin, and we live
directly next door, 9 Wellington Road, and we're concerned
about losing property and privacy and having the roadway

right up to our back door.

MR. ROLLINS: Richard Kollins, 4502 Deer Trail,
Northbrook. We live in the Winchester Lane North complex,

which is just west of Sanders Road and on the south side

of Lake Cook.
Our homes are almost backed up to Lake Cook

right now, and the widening in that area we are totally
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against.

In addition to reducing our values, which we
treasure, it would also increase noise hazard along that
area. It would also reduce the distance between Lake Cook
Road and our building, which is probably at the present
time a hundred feet or less. I didn't measure it. It
could be less.

The widening in this area as far as our
complex is concerned is totally unacceptable, and we are
going to fight it. I would like to make that statement
for myself and my wife, and I'm sure there will be many
others from our complex doing the same thing. That's all

I need to say. Thank you.

MRS. LIRTZMAN: Barbara Lirtzman, 10 Hemlock
Lane, Highland Park.

I'm right on Lake Cook, and it will directly
affect our house right across from Northbrook Court. As
it is, we have at least five lanes sometimes six including
turn lanes.

My first noticeable complaint with the

traffic pattern is part of Northbrook Court, that it's a
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major shopping center, it only has entrance and exit
access to Lake Cook Road; whereas most major shopping
centers have two or three major roads to enter and exit.

If there were some way that they could make
a south exit for that to take the burden off of Lake Cook
Road, I think that would be a big help.

The timing of the lights would be a big
help. We're in a very residential community, and it would
be like having the Kennedy or Dan Ryan going right

through. 1I'd like to keep it as suburban as possible

rather than urban. I think the larger the street becomes,
the busier it will become. I guess that's all.
x x % x x

ANONYMOUS: I just basically feel that seeing how
we're all built up here, they can start this farther west
like the tollway and then do it. We don't have to start

this here where we're already all built up because we're

not going to have -- there is no land for the
construction, so we don't want it. This is a big "No."
x * * * x
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MRS. BRILL: My name is Judith Brill, address is
2124 Tanglewood Court in Highland Park. The property
where my house is located backs up to Lake Cook Road north
of Northbrook Court.

My primary concerns about widening the road
in the stretch between Waukegan Road to the west and
Skokie Boulevard to the east is the fact that the road
right now has several private residences backing up to it,
and I am concerned about the road-widening encroaching
into the area of the homes.

Also, my home directly backs up to the
middle fork of the north branch of the Chicago River, and
the highway right now is about as close to the river as it
can get without causing environmental damage, and I am
concerned, if they are truly going to expand it to six
lanes, how that would be accomplished along the river, the
confines of the rivers, because I really don't understand
how it can get any closer than it already is. That's all.

The only other thing, if you want to add, is
that I would like to be able to see the detailed plans
when they are available to see how they would propose to
accomplish that, although I am right now stating my

opposition to the six-lane expansion in that area.
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MRS. FRAZIN: My name is Judith R. Frazin. My
address is 1025 Antique Lane in Northbrook, and I live in
the subdivision of Williamsburg Square, which only
entrance and exit is at Lake Cook Road, and I'm very
concerned about widening the street to six lanes. I think
it will encourage more people to take Lake Cook than they
already do.

I would like to suggest that they make a
complete interchange at Waukegan Road so that people can
get onto Edens at Waukegan Road rather than coming east
the current way to get onto Edens east of Skokie
Boulevard.

I'm also opposed to having a connection of
the Skokie Swift brought up here. It seems to me it would
be much more practical to make some kind of additional
station for or some other way for people to get onto the
Milwaukee Road rather than bringing the Skokie Swift all
the way up here. I think it's unnecessary, and I think it
will encourage a lot of crime and people coming from the
city up to Northbrook who ordinarily might not be able to
get up here so easily, and I would much prefer to see

people who don't have access to train transportation in




‘0

10
11
12

13

16
17
18
is
20
21
22
23
24

44

some way be connected into the Milwaukee Road system

rather than bring the Skokie Swift up here. Thanks.

MRS. SMITH: Mrs. Patrick Smith, 218 Lee Road,
Northbrook. I'm a resident in Williamsburg Square since
1968 which accesses on Lee to Lake Cook.

I've been using Lake Cook area since 1959
prior to us moving into Williamsburg in 1968, so I'm very
familiar with the area since '59 and the hazards and the
problems connected with Lake Cook.

We feel that the combination of mass transit
lines and the widening of Lake Cook will make it a very
congested road area. The property will need to be
condemned along Lake Cook, will continue to affect
residential home values and will continually change the
residential nature of the area.

Six lanes proposed would draw more traffic
onto Lake Cook. Eastbound traffic will still be funneled
into the existing single access lane going onto the Edens
expressway.

We've endured many changes since '68 on Lake

Cook, the latest expansion being Edens, which I know
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inconvienced the North Shore residents for almost two
vyears while it was under construction. This has been a
continuous problem in area traffic construction and
reconstruction, a waste of federal and state moneys.

We appear to be reactive than proactive when
it comes to funding, often having to tear down what we
build prior to because somebody else has a new idea.

The proposal benefits the suburbs west of
Northbrook and not the residents of Northbrook. Instead,
it has the potential to increase noise and crime in our
area.

Willow has only two lanes as does Deerfield
and 22. Why not expand those to four instead of trying to
expand us to six?

The impact of the Techny project of Willow
and Waukegan is going to necessitate widening of Willow.
That may alleviate some of the traffic that is on Lake
Cook.

Surveys and studies should be done to check
the elevated crime rate in the residential areas
surrounding the establishment of the Rapid Transit line of
the Kennedy to O'Hare.

It appears that we are more interested in

serving Chicago instead of the suburban residents.
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connection of the Edens spur to Lake Cook at the Tri-State

with a full interchange would be a more direct solution.

The train underpass at Skokie Boulevard may

alleviate the need for the six lanes.

The establishment of a Metra station at Lake

Cook for the Milwaukee Road train in connection with Pace

buses can accommodate the transportation needs of the work

force.

Pace buses are now beginning to impact in
our area; however, the public has not made use of it
perhaps because they are not aware of the new routes that
have been established in the last two years.

We appear to be encouraging people to drive
cars by giving them two more lanes to drive on as opposed
to using public transportation.

What is the feasibility of putting a Rapid
Transit line up the Edens spur with a stop at ~- what is
that? -- that's the 294 intersection at Lake Cook to
accommodate the business people that are in that
particular section.

Why increase the traffic from 41 which is

very congested now?

That's about it.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

MS. GOULD: Janice Gould. I'm president of the
Williamsburg Square Home Owners Association, which is
located between Waukegan and Skokie Boulevard. It's

approximately 157 homes.

I'm familiar with many of these proposals

because I served on Grace Mary Stern's Traffic and

47

Transportation Committee as one of the two representatives

from Northbrook.

We endorse two of the points proposed. The

first is the grade separation of the Northwestern train

west of Skokie Boulevard. We also endorse the improvement

of the intersections.

We would suggest as an alternative to some
of the proposals the improvement of the tollroad
intersection to a full interchange that would accommodate
much of the western suburban traffic allowing those cars
both access on and off and avoid their need to use the
Edens ramps which are much further east.

Although this infers a higher cost factor,
it could be offset by the ability to longer have to
increase Lake Cook east of the Tri-State spur to six

lanes.
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Also, the concept of six lanes, although
initially it will accommodate the need for maximum
traffic, eventually traffic will once again fill the
capacity of a six-lane road because people will seek out
this road and will also seek out the increased speed limit
therefore the road will again be functioning at capacity
in the future.

The concept of the Skokie Swift being
extended, we would suggest first that they evaluate a
Metra station opened at Lake Cook Road which has been
discussed and use of the Pace buses to move the work
forces to the office corridors.

Here you have existing transportation
without further cost of putting in more mass
transportation. The concept of a rail transportation on
LLake Cook Road is very new, and I would urge the
Department of Transportation to evaluate it in other sites
and let us learn from their mistakes and maybe consider it
in the future, but right now I would rather have the
option to observe. Thank you very much.

By the way, I would like to add this opinion
is shared by the home owners association from Glenbrook

Countryside and Briarwood Vista, and the home owners

association and residents are concurrently working for the
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MRS. BRILL: 1In my statement to opposition to
widening of the six lanes between Skokie Boulevard and
Waukegan Road, I just want to add a somewhat technical
note in the area where the middle fork of the north branch
of the Chicago River parallels the existing road, again
north of Northbrook Court, there is a drainage easement on
that river, and I believe the existing roadway -- that is,
the existing roadway is currently just about at the edge
of that easement, and I don't think that that roadway can
be expanded any more to the north because of that drainage
easement on which no construction can be built. Thank

you.

MRS. HILL: My name is Ellen Hjill, 486 St. Mary's
Parkway in Buffalo Grove, and I'm here because I Jjust
strenuously object to this.
I think it's absolutely insane, and everyone

I speak to about it says that IDOT must be crazy.
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There is no way that this could go through

such a residential community. It's wider than an
expressway. JIt's smack up against parks where our
children play. It's right at an intersection where
children have to cross to go to school. 1It's insane, and
you just cannot do this to us.

This is our tax money, and it's a total
waste. All this is doing is concentrating traffic down
lLake Cook Road instead of dispersing it to the north,
which is what needs to be done, and T think that's all I
have for now, and the rest will come in writing in

petitions. Thanks.

MR. SCHECTMAN: My name is Mike Schectman.

Okay, T think from the Tri-State entrance to
41 along Lake Cook they should not widen Lake Cook because
they can divert all the traffic there, which is going to
be going primarily to the Edens, they can divert that to
the Tri-State. They can even widen the Tri-State, and all
that traffic will then go to the Edens.

If they widen Lake Cook, then the people

living between Lake Cook and the Tri-State where the
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Tri-State runs east and west, those people are going to
have too much noise because they're going to be sandwiched
between two, six-lane roads or -- well, I take that back.
It's not two six-lane roads. It's between two major
roads, a six~-lane road and a U.S. interstate.

So, there is no reason for them to make two
roads when they can suffice with just one, and that's what
the interstate system is for, so they should not widen

LLake Cook between the Tri-State and 41.

MR. STADLER: My name is Tom Stadler, 13
Crestview Terrace, Buffalo Grove, and I just want to say
that Highway 22 needs to be widened first, and making Lake
Cook Road as many lines as they're talking about is just
too many lanes. It's too big of a road.

Our house is very close to that and we'd be
close to the nine-lane part of it, and that's way too

much. It's not safe for kids. Thanks.
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MR. ALDER: Oscar Alder, 59 Eastwood Drive in

Deerfield.

Comments: I live in Briarwood Vista, which
is just east of Waukegan Road on the north side, and I'm
concerned about leaving the subdivision, making a left
turn, which would be going east from the north side
without a traffic light because now we would have six
lanes instead of four which would be a 50-percent increase
in traffic, and making a left turn would be dangerous to
all of us, and I would strongly urge a traffic light on

Carlisle Avenue or Street.

MRS. APPLE: My name is Sarah Apple. I live at
289 Ridge Road in Highland Park, and my concern is the
impact on Ridge Road at the intersection of Ridge Road and
Lake Cook Road.

Currently there's a prohibition. There is
no left turn onto Ridge Road heading east. You can't turn
left onto Ridge Road.

You can turn right onto Ridge Road heading
west, and you can turn both left and right on Ridge Road,

although the right-hand turn is restricted at certain
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times.

My concern is I would not like to see any
increase in traffic on Ridge Road. I have a small child.
I don't want him hit by a car.

I know I've seen people turn left illegally
onto Ridge Road now, and I have seen people use Ridge Road
going south on Ridge Road who have run stoplights on Ridge
Road that clearly indicate that they are not using it.

They don't live there, and they're using it
as a bypass, and I'm sure there's a possibility of people
getting hurt, children getting hurt, and any increase in
traffic that will certainly increase the possibility of
that.

I understand Ridge Road is a director road.
It's zoned as a director road. I think that's a correct
term, so that it has different restrictions on it or
traffic volume on it than a residential road.

What I would love to see is Ridge Road
closed off just to emergency vehicles at that
intersection -- I mean only have emergency vehicles at
that intersection just because I'm very concerned about

the impact and having a car run over my son. Thank you.
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MR. CARLIN: My name is Kerry Carlin, and the
address is 523 Rincaid. 1It's in Highland Park.

And the statement is that I concur with the
majority of this plan. I think it's pretty well done.

The exceptions that I find are the necessity
of widening Lake Cook Road east of route 43. I think it's
unnecessary, and the alternative to doing that is to build
an access ramp to the Edens spur -- Edens - I-94 spur, I
should say, at the 294 interchange with Lake Cook Road.

By doing that, it would divert an adequate
amount of traffic to eliminate the need of widening Lake
Cook Road to six lanes east of that point. End of

statement.

MRS. BEDNARZ: My naﬁe is Barbara, last name is
B-e-d-n-a-r-z, 223 Red Oak Road, Northbrook, 60062.

I think the overpasses for the railroad
lines are a good idea. I think widening the tollway spur
would help.

I see no need to make six lanes out of Lake

Cook Road. I think if Willow and Dundee and 22 were

worked on, they would help alleviate some of the problems
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that we have or might have,.

If we do widen to six lanes, that's just
going to be a magnet to attract more traffic, so it's
going to be a self-fulfilling prophesy.

What else? The rail line to me is out of
the question. It would only bring a lot of crime in if it
is extended from the south to the north and hooked over.

I certainly wouldn't need to use it, and I don't think
most people living up here would, and I think that's about

it. Thank you very much.

MR. BEDNARZ: Wladyslaw Bednarz, the same

address, and I second.

MR. GOLDEN: Michael Golden, 1130 Williamsburg
Drive, Northbrook. I think that Lake Cook Road may need
in some places extra turn lanes, should not be widened to
handle more traffic per se when there are other roads such
as Willow, which is more suitable, I think, than Lake Cook

Road would be to handle more traffic. Lake Cook is
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reaching saturation.

One of the things that I would like to see
is more access to the tollway spur in both directions to
help get a flow of traffic through the bottleneck of Lake
Cook Road so people could get on east or west on the
tollway spur.

And I think that the use of the rail up to
this area from the cities and so on will not alleviate the
problem. It will just make this area accessible to people
coming into it from south, but I think most of the traffic
you see, a lot of the traffic during the day, that's not
outside, it's local. That's pretty much it. Thank you

very much.

MR. PEARSON: My name is Richard Pearson. I live
at 1945 Beechnut, Northbrook.

Why, I actually don't believe they gave any
thought to this idea. This widening of Lake Cook does not
help relieve the situation.

You will also have to put a four-lane
highway on Deerfield Road, and they should utilize the

spur from taking the Edens traffic and putting it on the
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other side of this congested area. T think that would
help more in relieving the traffic pattern than what
they're doing.

If they're just widening Lake Cook, the only
thing would happen, we would just increase the traffic
volume and take the traffic off of Deerfield and Dundee
Road which would not relieve the situation. It would just
make it worse.

I think the main access -- what they should
look into is the spur, and they could also -- they would
not need two underpasses for railroads, which would
probably pay for itself whatsoever.

Also, they should look into the idea of
knocking out some of the signal lights on Lake Cook, which
would probably help if you eliminate Northbrook Court down
to two lights rather than four, which would help relieve a

lot of traffic, too. That's about it.

MR. BAITMAN: O My name is Sheldon Baitman. I

live at 85 West Mulberry Road in Deerfield.
My backyard is up against Lake Cook Road.

This development would be in my backyard, and all easement
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rights would have to be given in establishing whatever
facility that they intend to make, which I am totally
against.

An alternate to a plan like this would be to
utilize the railroad tracks that are west of Waukegan Road
to accommodate that corporate corridor and go west on Lake
Cook Road at that point, which to me would be more
practical seeing that those lanes, there are -~ excuse me,
there's room for additional lanes going both east and

west, west of Waukegaﬁ Road. That's it.

MS. NARLOCK: Pamela Narlock, 2000 Walnut Circle,
Northbrook.

I'm concerned. I've lived here long enough
to know that widening from one lane to two lanes didn't
help traffic flow.

I'm concerned about the additional traffic
and the traffic cutting through our area, now through
Glenbrook Countryside. I'm extremely concerned about the
crime increase and our home values and property values

going down,

What else am I concerned about?
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I don't want a train that close to me, and
we moved to the suburbs and people live in the suburbs to
stay away from the city atmosphere, and that's what you
get when all the Rapid Transit comes in and everything.

I feel it's going to be undesirable for me,

59

and the noise I'm also concerned about because of the fact

that they've got all that construction going up at Willow

and Waukegan Road. I mean, that additional traffic is

just going to overflow right into this area as a result of

our widening streets and bringing in mass transportation.
I would like to see -- definitely get an
extension from the tollway to the Edens spur which would

eliminate the need for a lot of widening in here between

the tollway and Edens because you'd cut that traffic down.

Let them get on west, way west. I think

that's about 1it.

MRS. NARLOCK: You can add my name to that. I'm

Helen Narlock, same address.

MR. CZECHOWSKI: The name is Mr. and Mrs.

Czechowski, 305 Hickory, and that's in Northbrook.

We are for underpasses but not for
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increasing the lanes to three or that Metra, and that's

it.

MR. MUNDT: Mark Mundt. T live at One Crestview
Terrace, Buffalo Grove.

I'm against the widening of Lake Cook Road.
I think that the money would be better spent to do a mass
transit.

If they need it to put improvement into the
highways, I think they should look into Lake County as to
widening 22, potentially 45, just like they'wve done to
Route 60 farther north. I think that would help alleviate
a lot of the problems that they have.

I think the communities that were built

along Lake Cook Road were not intended to have that a

six-lane or greater. I think it would disrupt all those
communities. Thank you.
%x x x x x

MR. KRAMER: David Kramer. Address is 28

Chestnut Road, which is right behind Lake Cook Road,
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Northbrook.

I'm just concerned that possibly there is a
possibility they could do something about, and I'm sure
you heard this before, but the interchange between the

tollway spur and if that could be —-- they'd make an

interchange between the tollway spur and be able to get

onto Lake Cook and on the western end of it, to me they'd
be using that road much more effectively and then maybe
not even need to widen that. I don't know if they widen
it west of there if they have to widen it all the way, but
that would makes since to me.

I'm glad to see they're considering
underpasses at the railroad places -- at the railroad
crossings.

I am concerned about how much the widening
would affect our property which abuts right against the
road and also in future times concerned about this idea of
an JTllinois railroad spur going east and west and what

that really would mean, so that's about all, T guess.

MR. GOLDMAN: Howard Goldman, 1930 Maplewood

Road, Northbrook. That's in Glenbrook Countryside right
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behind Phil Johnson's.

Okay, I Jjust take this anywhere I want. I'm
opposed to it.

I moved up in this area for specific
reasons. I wanted the land. I wanted the peace and
quiet. I wanted the low real estate taxes, and I didn't
bargain for getting involved with a super highway coming
through my backyard with six lanes of traffic, and I don't
want to wind up paying for it, and the people that moved
out west were the ones -- they moved out there fully
knowing what they were getting into, knowing what the
exact situation was coming and going between the
expressways and their house, and that's really their
problem, and I don't feel that I have to pay for or suffer
for it and wind up with them either taking my property or
ruining the property that I paid for, the backyard.

And when I bought, I wanted a place where I
could go, where I could have a half an acre of land and
enjoy it, and the highway coming through is ruining the
peaceful enjoyment of my property, and ultimately I'l1 pay
for it and once -- and if this goes through, my property
value definitely is going to fall, and I might very well
be in a position now or in the future where I won't be

able to sell the property and move elsewhere or take a
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substantial loss.

I feel that they could remedy the problem or
most of the traffic situation by putting a full
interchange in at 294 and improving the interchange
situation at 94, also putting in underpasses at Waukegan
and underpasses for the trains or overpasses for the
trains, which would alleviate the situation and people
moved up into this area.

Also, T don't want the high the crime that
the additional flow of traffic will bring and the mass
transit system, and I'm talking about the extension of the
Skokie Swift which naturally runs all the way down to the
south side, and their proposal, it would go all the way to
Buffalo Grove, and I think it's been demonstrated in other
areas that when they do extend these transit systems that
they do bring more crime into the area.

I've talked to several friends that live in
Park Ridge, and the same thing happened when they opened
up the Cumberland Station of the mass transit system over

there. I think that's about it. Thank you.
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MRS. GOLDMAN: My name is Teddy Goldman, same
address, 1930 Maplewood Road, northbrook, Illinois.
I'm also opposed as my husband is to the
extension of the expressway extension of Lake Cook to six

lanes for many reasons as he indicated previously.

I'm sure one of the major reasons when we
first bought our home, we settled for a smaller home when
we could have moved out west and gotten more for our money
because we did not want to worry about traffic patterns.

I think we made that choice, and our choice
would be taken away from us for the benefit of those who
made other choices to move out west. I don't feel that
improving their situation at our demise is appropriate.

Other measures should be made to correct any

potential traffic, but I also feel that the so-called

traffic jambs are only for a limited amount of hours in

the day. A good part of the traffic is gone after a
couple of hours after the rush hour on Lake Cook.

The buildings that have corporations that
employ people could stagger the hours and help alleviate
the traffic in addition to the other means that they could
change.

That would help alleviate some of the

traffic, and I don't want my property value to -- I don't
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want the value of my home to be lost, and I'm sure it will
be, and no amount of compensation is going to -- I mean,
they're never going to give us the compensation we deserve

for that, so I'm greatly opposed to that, and that's it.

MR. ERMEL: John Ermel. I'm at 2046 Maplewcod,
right behind the restaurant here, Northbrook.

First of all, I'd like to say, aside from
the objections that I will get into for a minute, if we
want to ease traffic going east or west, that Illinois 22
and Willow Road should be considered first before
expanding Lake Cook because the fact of the matter is I
believe that it will not ease congestion. All it really
will do is attract additional drivers to the area, okay.

My main objection is noise pollution, the
potential crime that may come with mass transit, the
health hazard for my children who are young and who play
50 yards away from the street, and where is the money
going to come from?

The fact of the matter is it will probably
have to come out of my property taxes for something that I

don't benefit from. I chose this particular location
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because of the location, because of the community
structure, because of the tax structure, and I don't want
to give up those benefits.

Other than that -- I mean, I've heard a 1lot
of the other -- that's my next-door neighbor right here.

I just flat out dqn't want it. T don't
think it's necessary, and I think it will do more
long-term damage to my property value, my potential
resale, if not actually take a loss on it; and as a
community, how it affects the community is going to be if
not potentially devastating to the community. Okay,

thanks.

MR. STONE: My name is Jim Stone, 2040 Maplewood

Road.

I am opposed to the development of Lake Cook
Road to six lanes east of Waukegan Road. I feel that Lake
Cook Road can serve a purpose of providing transportation
east-west for traffic from Highland Park to Waukegan Road
as it is at this time.

I think that the attempt to widen Lake Cook

Road i1s a way of handling traffic coming off of the Edens
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Expressway in order to get it to the office buildings that
have been built for Corporate 500, what will be built for
the Sarah Lee property, and I think that a better way to
handle this would be to enhance the spur to the Tri-State,
come off of the Edens expressway and then to feed it into
Pfingsten. That would take traffic north-south from the
Edens directly into the heart of the office complexes.

The matter with the rest of the development
of Lake Cook Road is to also feed traffic in from the
other north-south feeders of 53 and the Tri-State.

I think that a full diamond or possibly a
full clover interchange with the Tri-State and Lake Cook
would reduce traffic for the other intersections of Lake
Cook as well.

I am opposed to widening Lake Cook in this
area east of Waukegan Road because this is primarily a
residential area, and if traffic were shunted around the
spur, this area could be maintained more in a residential
pattern similar to Highland Park,.

With heavier traffic, there would be
additional noise. If there were easier access, it would
invite more traffic, congestion would remain, and I'm

opposed to all above. Thank you.
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Mrs. McCann: Judy McCann. Basically I'm against
it. What I'd like to see them do is just look at using
the Edens spur and having interchanges off of that for the
peoprle because what really needs to happen is people who
are going from the Edens west are really heading to
businesses that are west of Waukegan.

There's really no business between Edens and
Waukegan, so T think they could go on the interchange and
get around it that way and not deal with that piece of
Lake Cook Road, since our backyard is right on it. Thank

you.

MRS. CAHNMANN: Suzanne Cahnmann.

MR. CAHNMANN: And I'm Leonard Cahnmann.

MRS. CAHNMANN: We're both against the six-lane
because getting off of Edens and going onto Edens is going
to be a bottleneck. 1It's going to have to narrow to one
lane to get onto Edens from the three lanes we have there.

MR. CAHNMANN: We also want to agree with

whatever were the objections that Williamburgs Square Home
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Owners Association had to say to the rail line and to the
six lanes for the same reasons.

MRS. CAHNMANN: Right now it's very difficult to
get onto the one lane from the two lanes, you know. When
you have to get on the expressway, there's two lanes now
going to the expressway, and it's difficult to get into
the one lane.

I can imagine what they're going to have
when they have the three lanes across. It's going to be
double hard. Okay, that's basically it, all I have to

say. Thank you.

MR. WEISS: My name is Keith Weiss. I live at

806 Kingsley Drive in Arlington Heights.

I live near the section of Lake Cook Road
between Arlington Heights Road and Schaefer Road, and I
probably am only commenting on the section of Lake Cook
Road west of Milwaukee to Route 53 therefore I am opposed
to widening of Lake Cook Road to six lanes in the area
near my house.

I feel it is totally unnecessary and feel

that if the state or county or whoever is in charge of
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Route 53 would extend that highway north, which it has
been proposed up to this time, that will alleviate any
need whatsoever for six lanes of lLake Cook in that area.

I think it's a danger to the children that
live in that area. Right where I live is mostly
residential area, and when I moved out there, that's why T
moved there. To have it be a bunch of concrete is not

what I wanted to have.

T also feel it is despicable for these
communities such as Wheeling, Buffalo Grove, et cetera, to
allow the building of substantial amounts of office
buildings and factories without the corresponding building
of extra roads.

If they would present the two together, I
would assume both would probably be turned down, and
that's why they don't do it that way.

If you stay around my house, you see at the
rush hour that based on the light at Arlington Heights and
LLake Cook Roads that the traffic going northbound onto
Arlington Heights Road is the biggest amount of traffic
going eastbound on Lake Cook at that point, and the
westbound traffic at that point is all going to Route 53,
and I feel that generally these are people that do not

even live in the area, and I don't want my area ruined for
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their tax revenues that might be coming to my community,
which they'll blow anyway.

And the quality of life has to become a more
important factor than tax dollars, and I think people,
given that choice, will select for the quality of life;
and in this case I believe, as I said earlier, an
extension for Route 53 north would be more than sufficient

to stop the clog of traffic in that area. Thank you.

MRS. WILEN: My name is Robin Wilen, 13 Forestway
Drive in Deerfield.

I would like to know why they are not taking
the traffic on Lake Cook Road coming from the west towards
the east and the reverse and putting it onto the spur, the
Edens spur, reworking that whole intersection there.

The traffic from the tollway east of 41 is
heavily residential or a lot of office complexes. You're
dealing with a lot of people who are in and out, trying to
get into that area or out of that area. By adding
additional traffic into it to go through it is
complicating things even more.

This way those people who want to get from
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the western, northwestern suburbs over to Edens directly,
they are able to bypass this hodgepodge of traffic that's
trying to go in both directions within this area, either
those trying to get to work, leaving work or from home and
within the residential, so the bypass to me makes more

sense to put it onto the Edens spur. That's it.

MRS. JAHNKE: My name is Marilyn Jahnke. I live
at 206 Maplewood Road, which is parallel to Lake Cook
Road. The end of my lot is Lake Cook Road.

38 years ago when I bought this half-acre
lot, this was going to be my nest egg. Now, it's become a
liability. People who live on Lake Cook Road cannot sell
their homes for love nor money.

We don't need six lanes of traffic. We need
an underpass at Northwestern. We need an underpass in
Skokie. We certainly don't need six lanes of highway and
a railroad. You're talking about residential areas that
don't need this whose property values are going to go
down, down, down, and they will never be able to sell
their house. That's all.

% % % % *
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MS. KAPLAN: My name is Sue Kaplan, andgd we'fe at

40 West Mulberry in Deerfield right here at Lake Cook.

I just want to say that, number one, we need
a stoplight at Carlisle. The traffic is unbearable there
as it is to get in and out of the neighborhood.

And, second, to make it a six-lane highway,
all of our property values are going to decrease. The
increase in traffic is going to be astronomical, and T

just feel we don't need it, so I'm opposed to the idea.

Thank you.

MRS. ZIMMERMAN: TI'm Debbie Zimmerman, 1925
Walnut Circle, and that's in Northbrook.

I'm opposed to the highway, and I'm just
mainly concerned about the environment and the congestion
that the highway is going to bring to the area. I think
it's too crowded right now, and adding more cars isn't

going to help the situation.
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MRS. BROWNE: Evelyn Browne, 29 Ellendale,
Deerfield. I'm a home owner of 17 years in Briarwood
Vista.

When I moved into Briarwood Vista, Lake Cook
was a two-lane road. Then came Northbrook Court. It has
been a horrendous nightmare trying to get in and out of
our subdivision with no stoplight.

We have the Temple Moriah, which is in back

of our subdivision. On weekends we get weddings and bar
mitzvahs, a lot of traffic. There is a nursery school. I
believe there's lectures. And we have to take our life in

our hands when we have to turn east on Lake Cook Road.
That is a absolute mess. We must have a traffic light
there.

Now, second of all, as I see it, the
congestion is mainly from 41, and then the huge congestion
backs up because of the railroad that is right near 41
right before Northbrook Court that definitely has to have
an overpass or an underpass. That is where all the
congestion is backing up.

Then you're talking about widening Lake Cook
Road. The reason you would widen it is because there has
been corporations built on Lake Cook Road west of Waukegan

Road that has created a lot more congestion.
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If they want their employees to get access
to Lake Cook Road, let them widen it after perhaps even
Sanders because, when I'm riding on the road by Sanders,
it really is congested because they have that huge Dean
Witter, big complex, and it's humongous, and they're going
to build more and more.

The area from 41 to Waukegan is a settled
area. There are not new homes bheing built in that area
therefore there won't be more congestion. The only
congestion we get especially is holidays and possibly
weekends from Northbrook Court. It's not great, but as
long as we have a stoplight, we can live with it.

However, if people want to get to access to
this area, and I believe the companies should pay for this
widening, and it should be around their area and they
should also make the railroad; that is, the line of the
Milwaukee Road line or they should try to do something if
they want to bring people in from Chicago or Skokie,
that's wonderful, but let them make an overpass in
addition and let them foot the bill. It should not be on
the taxpayers of the area from 41 to Waukegan Road.

We have more traffic because we do not have
an overpass or underpass at these railroad crossings.

That's our main problem, and now with all the congestion
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that's been created has been because of all these
companies on Lake Cook Road, so therefore where you need
the widening is not between this area of established home
owners. You need it further on where they're all coming
together. They're all leaving and going at various times.

There's another problem with that. Where
are we going to put all the parking spaces, cars for
commuters?

It's going to create more traffic. T really
don't know what the answer is. T know you don't want to
have more cars on the road; however, with these lines
we're going to have more cars picking up their family

members to and from their homes.

MR. ZIMMERMAN: My name is Lyle Zimmerman. My
address is 1925 Walnut Circle in Northbrook.
My feeling is }hat\qgthough I agree with
some of the ideas proposed in this\system, generally I
don't agree with widening of Lake Cook Road.
I think that when this road system was set
up this was more or less —-- it was more a rural area, and

now it's become way too residential and much too populated
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to support a highway system like this.

I think, if anything, speed limits should be
reduced to help reduce accidents. I see way too many
accidents in this area right now because people use these
roads like highways, and this is really a residential and
commercial area, and there's far too much traffic on

day-to-day use to support this type of highway traffic.

MRS. HOWARD: Elaine Howard. I'm president of
the Briafwood Vista Home Owners Association. I represent
my neighborhood.

T've been working closely in conjunction
with the presidents of Williamsburg Square and the
Northbrook Countryside Associations. Together we
represent a large body of homes, maybe a thousand home
owners and voters who are incredibly concerned about some
of the proposed changes.

We feel that these changes, particularly the
road widening, reflect the interest of commerce, people
coming through the area.

We're the people who live here. We cannot

get out onto the road as it is; and when we try to exit
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from Carlisle, we have an awful time getting across. Some
of our neighbors have experienced accidents as it is.

There don't seem to be sufficient gaps in
the road to pull out, and we feel that we need really --
and we appreciate the sensitivity of the officials who are
here to listen to us tonight -- feel that the underpass is
needed at the railroad crossing at Lake Cook and Skokie
Boulevard, but our primary concern is some relief for us
getting out of Briarwood Vista, getting out on Carlisle
and/or Ellendale onto Lake Cook Road.

One city official told me that it would take
one death to get a light. I'm extremely frightened, so
are my neighbors. This is a very, very important
situation that directly impacts a large number of home
owners-who live right in the area.

I would ask whoever is involved in making
these decisions to be sensitive to our concerns as
possible, to do what they can to help us get a stoplight.

Thanks very much.




10

11

12

13

14

156

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

MR. FRIEND: Peter Friend, 185 Carlisle Avenue,
Deerfield, Illinois, 60015,

I'11l try and keep my comments brief and
concise, and hopefully the people reading this will see
the consistency that my neighbors and I feel.

I'm clearly opposed to widening Lake Cook
Road to six lanes. T understand the mentality and thought
process that says there is congestion, and the traffic
will increase and therefore to relieve the congestion that
the road needs to be widened.

I think there needs to be more appropriate
and creative ways to dealing with the problems short of
just continuing to widen the road.

I have seen the presentation, and I am not
certain that the project is at all sensitive to the
concerns of the residents and their safety and the
negative impact on their environment, and I remain to be
convinced that's been given strong consideration,
specifically I live on Carlisle, and Carlisle intersects
directly with Lake Cook Road, and the area that I live in
called Briarwood Vista does not have any ingress or egress
except onto Lake Cook Road at Carlisle Avenue and at

Ellendale.

If a six-lane road were put in, to get in
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and out would put us at great risk to life and limb
because it's terribly risky now; and whether or not Lake
Cook remains four lanes or six lanes, it's imperative that
the light be placed at Carlisle. That concludes my

comments.

MR. LANE: My name is Jerry Lane, 140 Greenbriar
East Drive. I live in Briarwood Vista.

I'm very concerned about the proposal to
widen Lake Cook Road to six lanes. Currently at four
lanes its very dangerous for the residents of our
subdivision when they have to get out onto Lake Cook Road,
especially if they’'re going east because you have to cross
over two lanes to get over to the east side.

i We've been fighting since I've lived there
for nine years for a traffic light to no avail, and six
lanes, it would be even a lot more traffic as I see it and
make it incredibly dangerous.

In Briarwood Vista we have no option but to
go out onto Lake Cook Road. That's the only way out.

I hope very much that this will be taken

into consideration before they consider widening the road;
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and whether they do or don’'t, a light should go in at

Carlisle and Lake Cook. Thank you.

MR. ZUCRER: My name is Dan Zucker. I live at 20

Chestnut Road at Northbrook here in the Glenbrook
Countryside subdivision. My house is actually on the
corner of Lake Cook and Birchwood with the side of my

house on Lake Cook.

Currently the size of my lot, which is over

one-half acre, is large enough such that Lake Cook is not

really much of an issue for me. Noise isn't a problem

because the house is set far enough back away from the

traffic. In addition, the yard is large enough so that my

two young children have plenty of play area.

If the county decides to widen Lake Cook

Road, it will require that they take some of my property.

This will do two things: One, it will reduce the play
area for my children; and, two, it will bring Lake Cook
Road that much closer to the living area of my house and
will have a tremendous affect on the property value.
Currently, should someone be interested in

buying my house, I can tell them that Lake Cook doesn't
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cause a problem because it's far enough away from the
house. If they move Lake Cook Road that much closer to my
house, I'm not going to be able to make that same sort of
argument to a potential buyer.

I am not confident that the procedures that
the county has in place for reimbursing people for any
loss of property value will be adequate in my particular

situation. Thank you.

MRS. CAHNMANN: Suzanne Cahnmann. This is
something for Highland Park. We have a bottleneck, a real
bad bottleneck on the corner of Skokie Boulevard and Lake
Cook Road, Skokie Boulevard going south, and it's
impossible to make a right-hand turn because they don’'t
have a right-hand turn lane, and there is room for a
right-hand turn lane. The gas station grass is --_he has
it swinging out, so there is room.

If they cut it down a little bit, they'll be
able to -- people will be able to make a right-hand turn,
and what happens, you have to sit on Skokie Boulevard
waiting for light after light in order to make a

right-hand turn onto Lake Cook because of not having a
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right-hand turn lane there, and it wouldn't take much
putting a right-hand turn lane because a lot of cars right
now are putting -- some people that are using their heads
to move over for other drivers, but a lot of people -- you
cannot go over because people block that entrance, and so
what they need to do is really look at that corner because
it backs up a lot of times all the way back to even Clavey
sometimes during -- what do you call it when -- the rush
hour.

I want Highland Park to look at this because
it has to be looked at from Highland Park because Highland
Park owns -- T guess is in charge of the Skokie Boulevard
where Northbrook isn't, so I'd like to see Highland Park

take a look at that. Thanks a lot.

MRS. OLIVER: Gloria Oliver, 225 Hickory Court,
that's in Northbrook, and I don't feel they've given us
enough time to prepare or even come for any of this.

We just got a statement about three days ago
stating this was happening, and this is almost set and
done; and I, for one, do not want the lane widenings.

I do not, for one, want a train running down
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the side of Lake Cook Road which will be almost right
alongside my house especially with the other -- what do
they call it? -- an access route or something of 94 coming
in on the other side of me, and T feel that I am not
really that informed right now because this happened so
fast and without any notification to any of the property
owners here in the Glenbrook Countryside. That's about

it.

MR. OYAMA: Peter Oyama, 80 Ellendale Road,
Deerfield, Illinois.

I can understand the reasons for the
long-term planning and needs. However, I think too much
emphasis at this point is directed towards bringing more
traffic to a head at Lake Cook and 41.

Instead, there should be greater study as to
how to leave well enough alone there and come up with ways
to relieve the traffic to go around it; analogy being when
you build a expressway, you don't widen Main Street
through town, you build the expressway to go around the
town and you use feeders to get to the expressway for

outsiders: so, number one, because of Northbrook Court --
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number one, because of the fact that there are now seven
stoplights, you need probably ten between 41 and Waukegan,
increase in stoplights increasing the propensity for
slowing traffic rather than increasing the traffic flow,
at the risk of not putting them in and endangering the
residents of that area, that you can use -- make much
better use of the Edens spur to relieve the traffic flow
south or north during the morning or rush hour as well as
to use Dundee as alternative for SRA routes,

Tied into those suggestions, you might use
Lake Cook as a directional flow for the residents to go
out not to come in during morning and night rush hours,
with one lane being kept open for local egress or exit
being reserved.

I think it's a mistake to plan train stops
on Lake Cook Road. You should put the train stops as well
as -- use something like Route 22 for an SRA -- better use
of the SRA on Route 22 and have the train stops not on
Lake Cook Road but away from Lake Cook Road and with
long-term parking because people will get to the trains.
You don't add to the problems of Lake Cook Road.

And in connection with using an alternate
like Route 22 as a greater SRA, then use another

north-south road with high speed traffic, no lights, for
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accessing or leaving Lake Cook Road further west; so
again, the idea being avoid the highly dense residential
areas. Let those people out and plan for people corming in

during rush hour periods to use a roundabout way, period.

Thank you.

MS. SHEPPARD: Gina Sheppard, 225 Hickory Court,

Northbrook. I object, quote/unquote.

MRS. WOLTHAUSEN: First name is Shannaki. Last
name is Wolthausen.

I don't understand why it is that the people
who live here weren't sent something, notified about this
sooner, I don't understand why it is the man I talked to
seemed to be just taking the attitude it's done, you have

no say, that's it, and I'm irritated. I need to go home.
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MRS. WENDELL: Laura Wendell, 63 Timber Hill, in
Buffalo Grove.

What bothers me about it is the State of
Illinois and Cook County is complaining about money all
the time. I don't understand why we have to improve any
more roads in our Buffalo Grove area. I think we've done
more than our share.

T think it's time that Lake County did their
share in improving their roads for the people that live up
that way because that's what it's being done for, and to
take it through a main town such as Buffalo Grove I
believe is going to split our town in half, and that's
something that we -- that I don't think is really
necessary, and T really wish they would reconsider what

they're planning on doing here.

MR. GOULD: My name is Lee Gould, 332 Powderhorn
Drive, Northbrook, Williamsburg Square.
Just going from right to left, I am opposed
to expanding Lake Cook from Skokie Highway west to say
Waukegan Road into six lanes. The reason being, I feel

there would be a big bottleneck at the Edens entrance
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ramps considering there is already now a bottleneck on the
ramp going south. During certain times of the year,
during Ravinia season, it would be a very -- again, very
heavy. Traffic during Ravinia backs up.

The reason I'm basically opposed is that the
whole area between Skokie Highway and say Waukegan is all
residential pop., and where west of there there's not
annother residential block until you get past at least
Milwaukee Avenue.

I am in favor of the underpass for the
railroad at the Northwestern tracks anyways, the underpass
to be constructed, just to save time during the heavy

train travel, heavy freight travel.

I feel that there should be a spur -- I mean
connection, an interchange at the Edens spur. Otherwise
there is a spur that goes down Edens. Spur there should

be a full interchange which would alleviate some of the
traffic going east because they could get on and off from
the spur on Edens.

Okay, I'm opposed to the train station being
located so far east basically because again congestion of
traffic, additional parking that's going to be there,

general congestion in the area at various times. Even

though it might facilitate certain people to connect on
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the Skokie Swift, I'm opposed to that.

T feel some of the lights have to be
resynchronized during any type of construction; however,
especially around Edens Skokie Highway, they're out of
sync consequently causing traffic jambs.

Like the traffic coming east, if you
expanded to six lanes, it would be even worse. Basically
that's my concerns; and, of course, one other thing, the
amount of land that has to be reclaimed between Skokie and
Waukegan Road would definitely hurt the property values of
some of the houses in the area. That's a concern. That's

about it. Thank you.

MR. WELLS: My name is Harry Wells. I'm
executive director of Omni Youth Services located at 1111
Lake Cook Road in Buffalo Grove. This is a property on
the south side of Lake Cook just east of the intersection
of Arlington Heights Road and Lake Cook Road.

In the earlier hearings held last year at
Chevy Chase Country Club, we made testimony to the fact
that the entrance and exits into the property would be

substantially changed and would create safety hazards to
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young people coming to our building or leaving the
building.

We have asked several times for specific
design options that address the entrance and exit problems
for both Onni Youth Services and Bank of Buffalo Grove,
which is located at the southeast intersection of
Arlington Heights Road and Lake Cook Road.

We have not seen any specific plans that
remedy or provide options to the entrance or exit problems
which do create definite safety hazards for young people
that are walking or riding their bicycles to our facility
for counseling services.

We would very much appreciate having some
communication from the appropriate design consultanting
firm regarding different approaches to this problem and
would appreciate being contacted at Area Code 708,

537-8871. Thank you.

MRS. DOBERTY: Carolanne Dougherty. The address

is 245 014 Post Road in Northbrook, 60062.
I think some of the ideas are quite good;

for example, coordinating the traffic lights and
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overpasses or underpasses for the railways. I live in the
area quite close by here, and,only during rush hours is
the traffic a serious problem.

During the weekends and non-rush hour times,
it's really not bad. That's just from my observations,
and I'm sure that IDOT has done extensive studies on this.

It seems like it's a bit of an extreme move
to make six lanes and double turning lanes and bring a
Rapid Transit line down Lake Cook to alleviate a few hours

of congestion per day. That's all. Thanks.

MRS. WINBURN: My name is Anne Winburn. My
address is 1933 Maplewood Road in Northbrook. I live in
Glenbrook Countryside, and I am opposed to the widening of
Llake Cook Road to six lanes with a median. {

I am opposed to the introduction of a rail
transit route running parallel to Lake Cook Road.

I would like some documentation in the form
of a study supporting this proposal to widen Lake Cook
Road. To my knowledge, my conversations with the
representatives of the developer, they have done no study

to determine where all the people who are creating all
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this traffic are coming from and going to therefore I
think that it's premature. The plan is premature.

I would also like to point out that an
existing highway system, which is the 294 spur, parallels
the eastern portion of Lake Cook Road that connects to
Edens Expressway, which I don't see any plan for utilizing
that existing highway system to lessen traffic congestion
for people heading down into the city or back home from
the city, and I would like to see the 294 spur utilized by
tying in to Lake Cook Road west of Pfingsten Road have a
complete cloverleaf off and cloverleaf in all directions.
That would serve the office buildings that are west of
Pfingsten Road and also serve the people who live west of
Pfingsten Road on their commute into the city.

As a resident of Glenbrook Countryside, I do
not want to see my quality of life degraded because of
decisions people made to live further away from public’
transportation and convenient access to roadways. I chose
to live close in. They chose not to.

T don't want to see a super highway created
in my backyard because of someone else's -- the people to
the west of me -- decision to live there.

I would like to see underpasses at the

Chicago and Northwestern rail crossing and the Metra line
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rail crossing. That's it. Thanks.

MR. GIBSON: My name is George B. Gibson. I live
at 35 Timber Hill Road in Buffalo Grove, and I came to
hear more about the project. This is the first I heard
about the Illinois Department of Transportation project.

I've heard about the Coock County Highway
project, which is a different project. First notification
of this at all, and I'm wondering why it's taking so long
for them to notify residents who live along the highway
about what their plans are and what they plan to do.

Show the engineering studies so we can
comment on it. When is that going to take place?

Who should we send comments to about the
project? They need to giv;‘us that information. I think
that's in here, in their brochure.

Other than that, I'm really opposed to them
widening the road until they expand the roads in Lake
County at some point in the future.

Other things I can't ask because I haven't
seen the engineering study.

* * * * *
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MR. KRUGLY: Reuben Krugly, 1933 Maplewood in
Northbrook.

After talking with Eugene Ryan, deputy
director of the Chicago area transportation study, it
became painfully clear that a study and survey had not
been done on the amount of traffic that was traversing the
area between Tri-State and Edens as to what could be
alleviated if that traffic had an interchange to the Edens
spur been looked at.

The deputy director could not answer the
fact as to what percentage of traffic would be alleviated
by a hookup to the spur at Lake Cook and Tri-State, and it
seems to me an obvious alternative to widening Lake Cook
between Tri-State and Edens.

It's just painfully clear that this has not
been looked at completely enough as an alternative to
widening an area that I don't believe would require
widening given access to Edens to the western suburbs
coming down Lake Cook, and I believe this should be looked
at before any consideration to widening of Lake Cook

between Tri-State and Edens is completed.
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MR. ELLIS: ¢Q My name is Ellis, and the
address is 337 Glendale Road in Buffalo Grove.

One of my concerns is if this widening of
the road is going to take part of our church's property.
We're already desperate for parking. Now, they're going
to take away part of our parking also.

The amount that they're going to widen Lake
Cook Road is going to put our activity center right on
Lake Cook Road and the noise of our traffic right on Lake
Cook Road. That's ridiculous. It alsc takes away part of
our children's football field.

It also takes away part of Emmerich Park,
and it puts the playground from Emmerich Park basically
about a hundred feet away from the roadway. I won't let
my children go to that park anymore. To me that's a
viclation of my children's rights not to be able to play
in a protected area.

My other concern is that property values
throughout that area, are these going to dip, and if they
do, what's that going to do to affect my house?

My house is only four blocks away from this
proposed widening.

The other thing is, if you're going to widen

this road, you're going to be bringing in truck traffic.
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We've all got a Wal-Mart, and Sam's Warehouse up there
that's approximately three blocks away from Wal-Mart along
with the semi trucks that go through from Jewel,
Dominick's, Walgreens and all the other stores that are in
that area.

It's all going to take away businesses
because the widening is going to encroach on their
right-of-ways and stuff like that. It’'s going to be a
mess along with the disruption of traffic through the
area.

It's just going to create a big disruption
through that area, so I don't know why they don't widen 53
and the north-south roads. That's what they need before
they widen Lake Cook Road.

They're concerned about north-south traffic.
Lake Cook Road is an east-west road. It doesn't make
sense to widen an east-west road when you need to widen
north-south roads first.

Those are my basic concerns at this point as
far as that's concerned, and I think that should be
enough, and also our park district building right now sits
about a hundred feet off the road of Lake Cook on the
corner of Lake Cook and Raupp, and that means that they're

going to be taking down part of that building.
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We already spent 2.3 million on this
building to house recreational vehicles and recreational
equipment. I mean, I can't see them tearing that down if
the village already spent all this money on it. To me,
that's ridiculous.

They are also going to be taking part of the
golf course. There's an awful lot of golfers going to be
very unhappy about that. That golf course brings in
revenue to the village because it's village-owned, so T
just don't understand why they have to widen Lake Cook
Road at this point.

They really need to take 53 and run 53
straight through to 120 like it was proposed in that case
then, you know, alleviating a lot of the traffic that's
presently on Lake Cook Road because 53 now ends at Lake
Cook.

Dundee was a real heavy traffic problem
until they extended Lake Cook Road. The further north
they can extend 53, the more traffic they're going to
alleviate on Lake Cook and Dundee; so as far as I'm
concerned, they don't need to widen Lake Cook Road at this

point.
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MRS. SHERIDAN: Betty Sheridan, 9 Crestview
Terrace, Buffalo Grove.

Basically all I want to say is that I feel
that the expansion of Lake Cook Road will bring additional
noise, confusion, pollution to an area -- to a roadway
that is big enough right now, and I feel that the
expansion of other east-west streets needs to be
developed, and then they should leave us alone on Lake
Cook Road.

We live right off of Lake Cook Road. 1I've
got young children, and the longer we've lived there, the
more talk there's been about not only widening Lake Cook
Road but widening Weidner Road, which goes right into our
a little subdivision of homes. It's all residential, all

young children, and that's my concern. Thanks.

MR. HEDLUND: Don Hedlund, 39 Timber Hill Road,
Buffalo Grove. I'm also Buffalo Grove Park District

Commissioner.

I want to go on record to say I oppose the

expansion of Lake Cook Road. I think we need to

concentrate on roads such as State Route 22, Aptakisic
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Road, Deerfield Road, Route 60.

Currently the northern part of Cook County
is able to disperse traffic because of its judicious
widening of all roads at equal intervals.

We do not see any of that in southern Lake
County. Because of that, we are bearing the problem of
all the communities of the north. I strongly feel that
the expansion of Route 53, expansion of Aptakisic Road and
Route 22 along with possible improvements to Route 60 will

eliminate the need for the expansion of Lake Cook Road.

MRS. HEDLUND: I'm Connie Hedlund, and I'm a
resident of Buffalo Grove. I want to say that was my
husband that talked. I want to go down we are against

having this widening. It's ridiculous. That's it.

MR. RESSLER: My name is Richard Kessler. I live
at 1253 Carriage Lane in Northbrook, and I'm opposed to
any expansion of Lake Cook Road from Waukegan Road east to

U.S. Route 41.
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Improvements can be made, an interchange at
Lake Cook Road, and the tollway can be expanded to include
a complete interchange and train station be built by Metra
that Metra just purchased in Deerfield should provide
adequate accommodations for the increased traffic flow

that they're projecting. Thank you.

MR. WOLF: My name is Arthur Wolf, 3948 Rutgers
in Northbrook. TI'd just like to make a couple of
comments.

It doesn't make any sense to widen the road
unless you coordinate the traffic signals on Lake Cook.
The traffic lights by Northbrook Court have been out of
sync for the last ten years. You can't drive through two
lights at the same time, so the traffic bottles up there
before it gets out to Edens.

There is no left turn going north on Ridge
Road onto Highland Park. That's been a matter of petty
jealousies for at least the last ten, fifteen years, and
you can't have a coordinated highway program or
transportation program where every little community can do

whatever the hell they want to interfere with the flow of
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traffic.

Buffalo Grove continues to allow
developments on Lake Cook near Milwaukee Avenue even
though it's a remote area to their community because they
have office buildings there, but they don't have to handle
any of the traffic.

Unless somebody coordinates this whole thing
with Lake Cook on a multi-county basis, every little group
is going to do what they want and widening the road to six
lanes will be irrelevant.

The only other thing I'd like to say is
until state addresses the issue of widening Willow Road
through Northfield so that people can use Willow rather
than Lake Cook, none of this is going to be worth

anything.

MRS. DeLATTRE: My name is Sheila Deliattre. I'm
from the Terramere Home Owners Association in Arlington
Heights. My address is 4156 Terramere.

Basically we have managed to get the Village
of Arlington Heights to back us in opposing the widening

of Lake Cook Road.
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We feel that other alternatives should be
locked into such as the widening of 22 that would do less
to inhibit home owners, et cetera, or it would probably
cost less in the long run if they would do it to 22
instead of Lake Cook Road.

They should also extend 53, that it's
already been proven that the extension of 53 from Dundee
to Lake Cook Road that has alleviated much of the traffic
congestion on Dundee plus the opening of a two-lane turn,
which is very effective, has greatly decreased the amount
of traffic on Dundee. It has added to the traffic on Lake

Cocok Road. Basically that's all I want to say.

MRS. PESKIN: Sheila Peskin, 1034 Antique Lane,
Northbrook.

I am very much in favor of the underpasses
being built for the railroad tracks because I feel that
that causes lot of congestion, particularly on the one
that's near Skokie Boulevard because those are long
freight trains and holds up traffic for quite a long time,
but I do not favor widening Lake Cook Road to six lanes at

that point because I think that will draw more traffic to
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the area than is already there. That's all.

MRS. BARNETT: Elaine Barnett, 85 Greenbriar
Drive East, Deerfield.

T live off of Lake Cook Road. I'm very much
against widening the road any further. T think you only
create more traffic. The wider you make it, the more cars
you attract.

I think the first thing you should do before
they embark on this project is to reconsider the use of
the spur, an interchange that would take a lot of the
traffic coming west from say 59 and wanting to get over to
Edens and divert it off of Lake Cook Road onto the spur
that's already there and on to the Edens from there.

Number one, it will save a great deal of
money, which I think might be an asset; number two, it
would be lots less disruptive. The environmental impact
would not be felt, the people's lives living along this
road, and there are a lot of us, would not be disrupted.

At this point, you've taken a lovely
community, and you've widened it to four lanes, and it's

created many problems, and now widening it to six lanes
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would be just plain total destruction. That's the way I

feel about it.

Q James Workman, 295 Cottonwood Road, Buffalo
Grove.

My feelings on the Lake Cook expansion ie T
don't think it's a good idea, that it should not be
expanded to handle more traffic, and all the money that is
involved in that that I think money would be better well
spent on making increasing parallel routes to run parallel
to that, and also I feel that the money should be spent in
Rapid Transit, looking at like an 'L'~type system or
something like that.

I feel that if you make this road bigger,
another ten years down the road once again it won't be big
enough, and we'll have to increase the size of the road

again. Thank you.
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MR. DUSHMAN: Stanley Dushman, 229 Fox Run Drive,
Northbrook.

I am totally against the six-lane expansion
of Lake Cook Road from to 284 to 41. T think there are
alternative ways of handling the traffic.

One that I would suggest is to the four-way
interchange of the spur -- of the current spur either at
the location where it is or within a few miles or so
around it or less. That would take the traffic going from
the western suburbs, move them off of Lake Cook onto the
access, the direct access to 41.

I think that would be a starting
alternative, and that way you will be able to determine
the actual traffic pattern and the actual amount of
traffic that would go on Lake Cook Road.

The way it is right now we're guessing or
they're guessing. They're saying they Fhink so much
traffic will go onto the spur and so much will go -- but
if we do the spur interchange first and then run a traffic
pattern over a six-month period, they'll have some actual

figures that they can hang their hat on. Thank you.
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MRS. DUSHMAN: Renee Dushman, on 229 Fox Run,
Northbrook. 7T am horrified that the IDOT department, who
was supposed to represent the citizens of our state and
our area, is even contemplating a six-lane highway in our
back door.

It will ruin three communities, and the
pollution that it will generate, let alone the noise and
the atmosphere of a major highway like the Kennedy is
going to ruin our community, and I am totally against it,
and T will fight it every inch of the way.

I do not want this. They can expand the
spur to take some traffic away, and I think both of the
underpasses for both railroads will help, and I think a
train station for the Metra at Lake Cook Road will help,
and those things should be tackled first before they even
think of anything else.

The community does not want it, and we will
fight it. Our Home Owners Association are active, and
they will definitely fight it. We do not want it, and
whoever is the head of this department is going to get a
big fight from our community, and the battles in court
will take a long time.

We are an active community, and we fight

things that we don't like, and this is one that we will
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get behind and fight, and if he's elected, he will not get
re-elected. I don't know if this is an elective position.

If he is appointed, he will not get reappointed.

MR. PADRUL: Jacob Padrul, address 46 Pine Tree
Road, Northbrook, and T currently live but 100 feet south
of Lake Cook Road in Glenbrook Countryside, which is
unincorporated area, and T believe that widening of Lake
Cook Road would create much more noise, more traffic.

It is difficult already to get in and out of
our Pine Tree Road, which is perpendicular to Lake Cook
Road, and it will present more problems in that respect
because of noise. Property value will decrease obviously,

and I'm against the project. That's probably the bottom

line. That's it.

MR. HAYES: My name is Richard Hayes, 568 St.
Mary's Parkway. That's in Buffalo Grove,
I guess my statement is -- and I understand

the whole thing, that they're going to have to expand our
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arterial system, but they should take a harder look at
Palatine Road, which is already set up at eight lanes to
accommodate that east-west traffic along that corridor,

and I think they have overlooked that whole thing. That's

all T have to say.

MRS. RADRE: My name is Rosemarie Radke. I live
at 1064 Cobblestone in Northbrook, also known as the
Williamsburg Square Development.

We have been residents at the Williamsburg
Square Development in Northbrook for 23 years. During
that time, we have been scared in one way or another, also
inconvenienced by some project going on in our
neighborhood.

We have swallowed industry dirt and
construction for most of these years, first Northbrook
Court, then the widening of Lake Cook Road, and now we
should face another project. We do not have more money to
spend.

My husband has been sick for 14 years with
allergies. Our home is our only asset and do not want to

lose the value of our home, and I think this is the
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statement. Thank you.

MRS. FREEMAN: Margie Freeman, 1150 Antique Lane,

Northbrook, 60062.

I'm gravely concerned about the idea of Lake
Cook Road becoming a six-lane highway. I think it will
have potentially rather devastating effects on the
residential values of our homes, on the pollution,
pollution created in the area, on the potential increased
crime and noise in the area.

I would 1like for the Illinois Department of
Transportation to consider alternative solutions to the
traffic problems that will not have the negative effects

on the residents in our area. Sincerely, Margie Freeman.

MR. OETRINGER: 1It's John Oetringer, One

Birchwood, Northbrook.

I want to make a statement that I'm against

it. The house that I work very hard for will have to be

tore down because it's too close to the road, and I will

109




10
11
12
i3
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

not be able to duplicate the house. That's really about

it.

MR. AHLERS: FKurt Ahlers, Three Hawthorn Court in
Buffalo Grove, 60089.

I'd 1ike the study to show us details of
what's going to happen along Lake Cook Road. I don't
think the study and the previous hearings for the plans
for Lake Cook Road show the impact on the right-of-way to
businesses and existing home owners on Lake Cook Road. TIf
showing what's going to be condemned is accurate, we're
being mislead.

I think the time for the study was ten years
ago before any of this development went in, and right now
it would have a very severe impact on Buffalo Grove to cut
in two and deny access to public park district and

commercial facilities. That's it.
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MR. LIRTZMAN: My name is Mitchell Lirtzman, 10
Hemlock Lane, Highland Park.

My family and I are strongly opposed to the
proposed expansion of Lake Cook Road, particularly along
the eastern end of the corridor. Expansion only serves to
draw more traffic to the area, contrary to what we've been
told here tonight. It will increase noise and pollution.
It will uproot families and established homes.

A "transit service" area at the Northbrook
Court Shopping Center will endanger shoppers and children
and exposes these innocents to crime and harassment.

High speed traffic along this lane creates
increased danger to our children and our property. A
Rapid Transit line only can depreciate all property values
and increase criminality in the area.

Access to our homes will be hectic at best
and dangerous at worst. The lives and health of our
children, our families and friends and neighbors are in
jeopardy. This will destroy our quite peaceful community
and change the area into a filthy roadside where people
who are non-residents will speed by, spur high volumes of
pollution and dump their garbage from their cars into our

yards.

I suggest the spur from the Tri-State be
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expanded, expand Willow Road to accommodate existing
traffic (We should not be punished for their obstinance),
diffuse traffic to our arteries and add underpasses to the
railways at Skokie Highway and Waukegan Road.

Please don't destroy that which we have
worked so hard to create and maintain. Our homes are a
safe haven from the cold, hard world, and now you are
proposing to run that cold, hard world right through my

living room. Thank you.
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RICHARD E. MORRIS
120 ELLENDALE ROAD
DEERFIELD., ILLINOIS 60015

312.945-6557

BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING

RECEIVED
FEB 07 1932

DISTRICT #1

February 3,1992
Mr. James C.Slifer,P.E.
District Engineer
Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg,IL,60196-1096

Attention:Mr.Walter S.Kos,P.E.

Subject:Lake Cook Road between U.S.Route 12
and U.S.Route 41

Gentlemen:

Our home is approximately three blocks north of Lake
Cook Road and immediately west of Waukegan Road.We use
Lake Cook Road daily and obviously have a very real
interest in any plans for widening and possibly
introducing other transportation systems into the

Lake Cook corridor.I attended the January 29,1992
hearing and have the following comments about the
proposals which were presented:

1.1t is now very difficult for us to enter Lake
Cook Road.The addition of more lanes will
only attract more traffic and make it more
difficult for us to enter the highway from
Ellendale Road and Carlisle Avenue.

2.The proposed widening plan will reduce
residential property values for those of us
who live near the highway.

3.The concept of a rail commuter line along
the Lake cook corridor threatens to completely
change the character of the entire community
along the highway and will have a devistating
effect on residential land values.

For these reasons we strongly object to the proposals
for widening the road and the construction of a rail
line in or near the highway corridor. We are in favor
of the plan for grade separations at the railroads.



The engineering studies do not appear to have given any
consideration to the poesibility of utilizing the Eden
Spur to carry some of the traffic that is now on the
section of Lake Cook Road between U.S.41 and the Tri-
State Highway.It only seems logical that some of this
traffic could be diverted to the Eden Spur.The engineers
at the hearing stated that the scope of their study was
limited to determining how the projected traffic could
be accomodated on Lake Cook Road and that other
alternatives,including the utilization of the Eden
Spur,were not within the scope of their work.We

believe the this 1is a mistake.

We respecfully regquest that this and other alternatives
for solving the transportation problems in this area

be studied and presented for consideration by all
concerned.

Very truly yours,

ichard .Morfis"' e

E L Desonuds

Elizafeth Morris

cc:Elaine Howard
Bernard Forest, Mayor
William Peterson,State Representative
David Barkhausen,State Senator
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Gale M. Krule
4213 North Yale
Arlington Heights, IL 60004
(708)398-0042

February 2, 1992

James C. Slifer, P.E. ~-
District Engineer

lllinois Department of Transportation

201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096

Re: Improvements on Lake-Cook Road
Dear Mr. Slifer:

| went to IDOT’s presentation on the improvements recommended for Lake-Cook Road
on January 29, 1992 in Northbrook, lllinois. | would like to present for the record" my
views on your suggested proposal (or recommended improvements) for the stretch of
Lake-Cook Road from Milwaukee Road to Route 12.

15 years ago, (around 1978) Lake-Cook was a two lane road through Arlington Heights
and Palatine. | remember traveling down that road to get to some brand new
developments in Palatine. Within several years Lake-Cook was developed into a four lane,
(two lanes in either direction) with left hand turn lanes. This was done at considerable
expense to the tax payers of Cook County. Now, IDOT recommends for "future planning”
that this corrdior be as large as a major expressway, three lanes with double left turn
lanes; particulary in Arlington Heights, and Buffalo Grove; complete with several
underpasses at strategic intersections. Again, to the cost of millions, if not billions of tax
dollars from Cook-County and other agencies.

I, for one do not feel it is necessary to widen Lake-Cook Road in the northwest area. If
the road systems in Lake County were developed in proportion to the rate of growth in
that region, traffic would not have to filter down to Lake-Cook Road and congest that
roadway. The extension of Route 563 would eliminate a great deal of traffic and would
complete the expressway system that would loop the Chicago Metropolitan area. Route
22 and Deerfield roads are direct accesses to the Tri-state and major expressways of this
area, but except for the stretches of road near the tollway entrances are two lane
roadways. |1, feel it is unfair to ask Cook County residents to assume the double burden
of “improving roadways" through our county tax dollars and our state tax dollars to ease
the burden of traffic congestion by increased growth rate in Lake County.

5)
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| am also outraged that in this day and age of environmental concerns, that IDOT would
recommend as future planning a "Metro Transit Train" that travels down Lake-Cook Road,
from the proposed North-South Transit to and down Route 53; littering the environment
with waste, increasing the noise pollution factor, contributing tremendously to air
pollution, and transgress protected wet lands, water reservoirs and federally protected
land areas. This does not even preclude the fact that there is virtually no land space to
put a train; the area is well developed to capacily. | can just envision your proposed train
traveling through St. Mary’s playground, just in front of the Buffalo Grove Village Hall and
facilities, and through Dominick’s parking lot. If this proposed train were pianned for the
south side of Lake-Cook, it would travel through several housing communities, through
Buffalo Grove park facilites, a bank, several stores and more houses. This does not even
account for train stations or possible parking facilities. If IDOT envisions a transit train
that runs from the proposed North South commuter line to Route 53, with the stations on
either end a bus route would be more effective and better utilized than a train.

| feel that the amount of traffic that travels down Lake-Cook Road can be effectively
controlled by completing Route 53, developing the roadways in Lake County, and
changing traffic signals on Lake-Cook Road from Arlington Heights Road to Milwaukee
Avenue during rush hour. It is my understanding that to date this change of signals has
not been instituted. This would certainly effect the flow of traffic and eliminate traffic
congestion during rush hour.

| for one do not want what amounts to an expressway complete with transit train by my
front door. If | wanted an urban transportation system close to home | would be living in
Chicago or the near north suburbs. | moved to Arlington Heights for the openness of the
developement and the qualities of the Village. In my view it would be a mistake to try to
develop this area as if it were an extension of the City of Chicago.

If the lllinois Clean Air Act goes into effect in 1994, traffic should be reduced significantly.
Why are you trying to widen an adequately developed road (Lake-Cook) at the same time
you are trying to reduce the amount of traffic?

I hope that | have shed some "public” insight into your proposal.

Sincerely,

Sty

Gale M. Krule



707 OFFICE CENTER

707 LAKE COOK ROAD ¢ DEERFIELD, IL 60015 ¢ (708) 498-0300 ® FAX (708) 498-9981

February 6, 1992

Mr. James C. Slifer
District Engineer
Illinois Department of Transportation BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING
210 West Center Court FQE;(:FE|\/EE[)
Schaumburg, Illinois 60196-1096

FEB 121E52

Att: Walter S. Kos, P.E.

Re: Lake Cook Road Strategic Regional Arterial DlSTRlcT #1

Dear Mr. Slifer,

On behalf of The 707 Office Center and the over 200 employees
who work at 707 Lake Cook Road, we are pleased to support the
recommended Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) improvements on
Lake Cook Road

We commend IDOT and it's Operation Greenlight Program to
identify major highway corridors such as Lake Cook Road and
propose an improvement plan that comprehensively addresses
traffic and predicted congestion on such roads as Lake Cook
Road negatively impacts the productivity of our employees

and customers. Your proposed improvements, when implemented
over time, will improve mobility for our employees and others
who travel this road.

Secondly, we support the recommended improvements including
road widenings, intersection improvements, medium for turning
lanes, traffic signal coordination and transit recommendations
as detailed in the January 29th public hearing.

Finally, our TMA will be working with the Cook County
Highway Department to facilitate implementation of short
and long term improvements that have been identified from
the Phase I public hearings.

Very uly urs,

Eudgeéne €. Larson

ECL/nk
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One Baxter Parkway Deerfield, Illinois 60015

OF LAKE-COOK

February 17, 1992
BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING

Mr. James C. Slifer F?E;(:E;'\/Eztj
District Engineer
Illinois Department of Transportation FEB1° 1020

201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, Illinois 60196-1096 DISTR'CT #1

ATTN: Walter S. Kos, P.E.

SUBJECT: Lake-Cook Road Strategic Regional Arterial

Dear Mr. Slifer:

The TMA of Lake-Cook is pleased to support the recommended
Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) improvements on Lake Cook Road.
Our organization represents over 55 corporations, developers and
chambers of commerce totaling over 25,000 employees.

We commend IDOT and its Operation Greenlight Program to identify
major highway corridors such as Lake Cook Road and propose an
improvement plan that comprehensively addresses traffic congestion.
We are concerned that existing traffic and predicted congestion on
such roads as Lake Cook Road negatively impacts the productivity of
employees and customers. Your proposed improvements, when
implemented over time, will improve mobility for employees and
others who travel this road.

Secondly, we support the recommended improvements including road
widenings, intersection improvements, medium for turning lanes,
traffic signal coordination and transit recommendations as detailed
in the January 29th public hearing.

The TMA will be working with the Cook County Highway Department to
identify short and long term improvements that have been made from
the Phase I public hearings.

Very truly yours,

altutis
Executive Director
TMA of Lake=-Cook

WJIB:jks

A TRANSPORTATION MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION SERVING NORTHERN COOK AND SOUTHERN LAKE COUNTY

(708) 948-4023 « FAX: (708) 948-4029



1845 Beechnut Rd.
Northbrook, IL 60062 265'1“’
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James C. Slifer, P.E. bt .S
District Engineer Fr-oo-
Illinois Department of Transportation Lo e LY
201 West Center Court . ~—
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096 | S NSEAFY

Dear Mr. Slifer:

Thank you for holding a public hearing at Phil Johnson’s Restaurant
on 29 Jan. 92. Had the hearing not been so close to our home with
after-work hours, I would not have been able to attend. The
presentation was very interesting and started my thinking about
long-range planning in the northern Cook County area.

May I suggest, even request, that notices of the next meeting be
mailed to those people who registered at this meeting. Had it not
been for an alert neighbor, my husband and I would not have been
aware of the 29 Jan. 92 meeting.

This letter of comments and recommendations is written from the
environmentalist point of view.

I firmly believe if we are ever to significantly cut down on air
and noise pollution, we must address the Mass Transit issue
honestly. (I must also admit, I am concerned about additional
traffic and property values since our home of 43 years is a short
block away from the proposed right-of-way.)

I am not convinced that widening Lake-Cook Road from Route 294 to
Route 41 has any merit. Even now, during the day, a driver cannot
make a left-hand turn into Lake-Cook Road safely; making a right-
hand turn requires a great deal of time and patience.

As an alternative, may I suggest we already have a limited access
highway in the form of the "Edens Spur." If a full interchange were
constructed at the 294-Lake-Cook Road intersection, the need for
widening Lake-Cook from 294 to 41 should be eliminated.

This does not address the question of what to do with the Edens and
Kennedy mess as traffic approaches the city. During evening rush-
hour, I have observed traffic backed up on the Edens Spur. Are
there any plans for widening Edens?

Speaking to the Mass Transit issue, would it not be possible for
the Cook County Highway Department and whatever authority handles



L}

Mr. James C. Slifer, P.E. Page 2 30 Jan.9%2

Mass Transit to work together? It seems to me that an elevated or
underground form of transit using the already existing right-of-way

would cause less hardship on those of us 1living close to this
corridor.

I understood from the slide presentation that IDOT’'s SRA has a
written 1report on this project and that Green Light has a
newsletter. How can I get on the mailing list(s)?

Thank you for this opportunity to express my opinion. Please let me
know when and where the next hearing or meeting will be.

Yours very truly,

Helen B. Nordhaus
(Mrs. John P>)



Alistate

Alistate Plaza
Northbrook, llinois 60062

Charles F. Roth
Drvision Director
Corporate Real Estate
708 402-5201

FAX 708 402-0684

February 10, 1992

Mr. James C. Slifer

District Engineer

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, Illinois 60196-1096

o e L N

RE: LAKE=COOK ROAD STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL

Dear Mr. Slifer:

Oon behalf of Allstate Insurance Company and the approx-

imate 1000 employees who work at 1415

Lake Cook Road,

we are pleased to support the recommended Strategic
Regional Arterial (SRA) improvements on Lake-Cook Road.

We recommend IDOT and its Operation Greenlight Program
to identify major highway corridors such as Lake-Cook
Road and propose an improvement plan that comprehen-

sively addresses traffic congestion.

our firm is

concerned that existing traffic and predicted conges-
tion on such roads as Lake-Cook Road negatively impacts

the productivity of our employees and

customers. Your

proposed improvements, when implemented over time, will
improve mobility for our employees and others who

travel this road.

Secondly, we support the recommended improvements
including road widening, intersection improvements,
median for turning lanes, traffic signal coordination
and transit recommendations as detailed in the January

29th public hearing.

LN
i L



Finally, our TMA will be working with the Cook County
Highway Department to facilitate implementation of

short and long term improvements that have been identi-
fied from the Phase I public hearings.

Very truly yours,

. ) ) p—
( L/l/L{‘&L e A //(i?

Charles F. Roth
CFR:kcC
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BU‘EEAU OF PROGRAMR:HN(—'

NICEIVERD
Mr. James C. Slifer, PE - "
District Engineer #2073 3107
Il1linois Department of Transportation !:3
201 West Center Court T
i i
Schaumburg, I1linois 60196-1096 S IRICT #17

RE: Lake Cook Road Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA)

Dear Mr. Slifer:

We are in receipt of your letter of January 16, 1992, regarding the
public hearing at Phil Johnson's Restaurant, and appreciate the
invitation.

We want to applaud IDOT and its Operation Greenlight program for
recognizing that major highway corridors, such as Lake Cook Road need
thorough improvement plans that comprehensively address present traffic
congestion. As a building owner with property in the area for many
yvears, we have observed the changing patterns, and increasing levels of
traffic, and how this negatively impacts our business and the
productivity of our tenants and employees. We recognize the necessity
of thorough, coordinated planning, and your proposed improvements when
implemented over time, will improve the ease of access and mobility for
all who travel this road in the North Cook/South Lake County area.

We specifically support the recommended improvements, including road
widenings, intersection improvements, turning lanes, and traffic signal
coordination as detailed at your public hearing.

We urge you to continue to coordinate with our TMA, which will be
working with the Cook County Highway Department to facilitate the
implementation of both short and long term improvements. We consider
the TMA to be the best representative of the business community in this
area, and we intend to push for the improvements that you have
identified at these Phase I public hearings. 1 urge you to continue
the progress you have made so far. If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to call.

Very truly yours,
WALSH, HIGGINS & COMPANY

Michael A. Faber
Vice President

MAF/1rb

cc: William Baltutis/TMA of Lake Cook

WALSH, HIGGINS & COMPANY/THE HYATT DEERFIELD CAMPUS
108 WILMOT ROAD, SUITE 270, DEERFIELD, ILLINOIS 60015
(708) 940-0675 FAX (708) 940-1664
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IDOT District Headguarters
201 W. Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196-10%96
Attention: Jim Sliser

Dear Mr. Sliser:

I was out of town at the time of the hearing on improving the
traffic situation on Lake Cook Road, but when I read in the local
paper that we could write to you with guestions or comments, I
saw this as an apportunity to put in my two-cents’ worth.

One partial solution that seemed obvious to me I have never heard
mentioned; and that is as follows: Since there is a "spur" from
the Edens Expressway that feeds into this general area as vyou
arrive from some directions, I would think that it would
eliminate a lot of the traffic from Lake Cook Road if the spur
was made accessible from the Lake Cook Road entrance to the Tri-
State Tollway, so that drivers could go directly to the Edens
without driving on Lake Cook Road from that far west. In fact, 1
was appalled that this was not included in the plans when the
Lake Cook exit was constructed last year.

I believe that the idea of a monorail type of conveyance is
wonderful, even though it means spending a great deal of money to
construct it. It would certainly eliminate a lot of traffic and
open up & lot of jobs both in construction of the system as well
as in making local jobs more accessible to workers.

Thank you for the opportunity to express my opinion and good luck
in resolving this situation soon. I would love to see a better
transportation system in the Northbrook area so that we wouldn’t
have to use our cars quite as much.

Vecy truly yours
2 X
,.47%?%/01—/ - i
Sharon K. Rudnick
4012 Rordeaux Drive
Northbrook, IL &0062



February 13,1992

James C. Slifer, F.E.
District Engineer

Illinois Department of Transportation BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING

201 West Center Court "
60196-109& RECEIVED "y oy

Schaumburg, Illinois
FEB151¢E3

Attention: Walter S. kKos, F.E.
DISTRICT #1

1 and my husband recently attended & hearing regarding
the recommended improvements fro Lake-Cook Road between US
Route 12 and US Route 41. This suppocsedly was to obtain
public input.

Dear Mr. Kos:

The community 1is ABGAINST the proposed widening to &
lames of Lake—-Cook Road. It will put & highway in our
backyards and ruin ow community. 1 and my husband will
fight against this proposal as well as the local homeowner’'s
associations.

I am on the board of the Williamsburg Homeowner 's
Association and we have & long history of active involvement
in the concerns of our area.

There are other things that can be done to get the
traffic flowing better. One suggecstion is to connect the
Eden’'s bypass to Route 294 at the Deerfield or Lake-—-Cook
Roades cutoff.

My neightors and I implore vou to hear our wvoices.

Sincerely. yours, (\\ -

7 ) / AN | /
t/’ S e A 2N {/ o “’\—Y"L\
Renee’ Dobkin Dushman



333 Pfingsten Road

Northbrook, lilinois  60062-2096
(708) 272-8800

FAX No. (708) 272-8129

MC! Mail No. 254-3343

@ Underwriters Laboratories Inc. o o eeorsenn

Telex No 6502543343

February 3, 1992

Mr. James C. Slifer BUF’HJOTFHO“ZTNTNG
District Engineer b o Lb- .
Illinois Department of Transportation T
201 West Center Court Flo w6122
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096 v ~
Attention: Mr. Walter S. Kos, P.E. D Aﬁ:‘::‘. #1

RE: Lake Cook Road Strategic Regional Arterial

Dear Mr. Slifer:

On behalf of Underwriters Laboratories Inc. and the 1650 employees
who work at 333 Pfingsten Road, Northbrook, we are pleased to
support the recommended Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA)
improvements on Lake Cook Road.

We commend IDOT and its Operation Greenlight Program to identify
major highway corridors such as Lake Cook Road and propose an
improvement plan that comprehensively addresses traffic

congestion. Our firm is concerned that existing traffic and
predicted congestion on such roads as Lake Cook Road negatively
impacts the guality of our atmosphere and the productivity of our
employees and customers. Your proposed improvements, when
implemented, will improve mobility for our employees and others who
travel this road.

We wholeheartedly support the recommended improvements including
road widening, intersection improvements, medium for turning lanes,
traffic signal coordination and transit recommendations your agency
has put forth.

Very tyxruly yours,

OHN RITCHIE
Vice President
Officer-In-Charge

JJR: ew
An independent,

not-for-profit organization
testing for public safety



Tt RN N o ol aln e St T I I
NORTH Illinois Department of Transportatigﬂ_ ! C"; " G
SUBURBAN Attn: Jim Sliser, District Engineer i . -
EVANGEUCAL 201 W. Center Court r e '
FREE Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096 J.u-b¢:~Ji

CHURCH

Making a difference
at home
and in the world

Dear Mr. Sliser:

Re: Lake-Cook Road Project L —;*;'.;*#Ei
PEEE Y BN 1.

This letter is to inform you of special factors at North Suburban
Evangelical Free Church (The Church) as they relate to the proposed Lake
Cook Road Project. These factors will clearly be further impacted as
traffic builds on Lake Cook Road, and if Lake Cook Road is widened.

The Church is located on the north side of Lake Cook Road, just east of
Waukegan Road. We have an entrance driveway and a separate exit driveway on
Lake Cook Road. The entrance is approximately 550 feet east of Waukegan,
with the exit being just east of the entrance.

Our current concern is the loss of any right of way if and when Lake Cook
Road should be widened to 6 lanes at our location. Based on our proximity
to the Waukegan Road intersection, we are already experiencing some
difficulty in entering and exiting our property. This was aggravated after
recent improvements which pushed the west bound, left turn lane on Lake
Cook Road back to our entrance. What we need is our own left turn lane on
Lake Cook for vehicles entering The Church from the east bound lanes.

We have 187 on site parking spaces. Due to property and zoning
restrictions, we also use off site parking behind the east side of the
Cadwell Corners stores. This off site parking occurs primarily on Sunday
mornings. This parking is with the consent of Cadwell Corners and the
Village of Deerfield.

Attendance at The Church on Sunday mornings averages 640 over two services.
Peak attendance has been about 750. While we do not turn over the parking
lot in full between services, we do have a high amount of traffic entering
and leaving on Lake Cook Road from 8:45am-9:15am, 10:15am-10:45am, and
11:45am-12:15pm.

Oother high usage times would be Wednesday evenings (250-300 people),
Tuesday evenings (100-120 people) and Monday evenings (about 50 people).
The Church is considering the addition of a Saturday evening service.
We would like to meet personally with you and your staff as plans develop
further. Also, we would appreciate being kept informed of future meetings,
both public and private, affecting our end of Lake Cook Road.
Sincerely yours,

. A
Daniel F. Mangin January 29, 1992

Church Chairman

cc: Village of Deerfield
200 Lake Cook Rd. * Deerfield, IL 60015-5098 * 708/945-4630



ILTONPARTNERS

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT

HAMILTON PARTNERS. INC.
January 28th, 1992 1130 Lake Cook Road

Buffalo Grove, Illinois 60089
708.459.9225 Fax: 708.459.8918

Mr. James C. Slifer
District Engineer

llinois Department of Transportation QT FOATTTT NG
201 West Center Court cl )
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096 N

RE: LAKE COOK ROAD STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL
Dear Mr. Slifer: . R . i’.'?

On behalf of Hamilton Partners and the employees who work at our office and industrial
developments along Lake Cook Road, we are pleased to support the recommended
Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) improvements on Lake Cook Road.

As an Owner/Manager of over 1,000,000 square feet of commercial space along Lake
Cook Road, we commend IDOT and it's Operation Greenlight Program to identify major
highway corridors such as Lake Cook Road and propose an improvement plan that
comprehensively addresses traffic congestion. Our firm and our tenants are concerned
that existing traffic and predicted congestion on such roads as Lake Cook Road
negatively impacts the productivity of our employees and tenants. Your proposed
improvements, when implemented over time, will improve mobility for our employees and
others who travel this road.

Secondly, we support the recommended improvements including road widenings,
intersection improvements, medium for turning lanes, traffic signal coordination and transit
recommendations as detailed in the January 28th public hearing.

Finally, as Chairman of the TMA Public Improvement Committee, | will be working with the
Cook County Highway Department to facilitate implementation of short and long term
improvements that have been identified from the Phase | public hearings.

FILE: 58/wp/mijrjan



OTIS REALTY GROUP, INC.
85 REVERE DRIVE NORTHBROOK ILLINOIS 60062-8001
708/480-9191  FAX 708/480-0327

January 28, 1992

Mr. James C. Slifer

District Engineer e v“r,ﬂ;.p Te
Illinois Department of Transportation gt Gt
201 Vest Center Court \ N/ : |
Schaumburg, Illinois 60196-1096 s L

J T
ATTN: WValter S. Kos, P.E. 1

- {L

Re: Lake-Cook Road Strategic Regional Arterial E}tAf Lk » M

Dear Mr. Slifer:

I would like to take this opportunity to add my name and that of my firm,
Otis Realty Group, Inc., to the list of those people who are supporting the
recommended Strategic Regional Arterial improvements on Lake Cook Road.

Though my firm is small, I speak as both a resident and a person doing
business in this area. My offices are on Revere Drive, one-half block off
of Lake Cook Road. We specialize in commercial real estate and even though
our size is small, as said before, we work with corporations that together
represent hundreds and sometimes thousands of employees. I cannot speak to
the numbers of times that corporations with whom we work take a position
that they must be located off of and not be required to utilize Lake Cook
Road with its current level of traffic and delays. The proposed
improvements, as I see them, will improve the traffic situation for myself,
others in our community, and any corporations which are located or will

be locating in this area.

My support goes beyond the study but supports the actual improvements
proposed including road widenings, insection improvements, medians for
turning lanes and all other items that go with a general improvement.

Thank you for your efforts and I would be more than happy to lend any
support that may be necessary to get this program into action.

Sincerely yours,

OTIS REALTY GROUP, INC.

lliott N. Otis
President

ENO/bjm
cc: Mr, Bill Baltutis
Ms. Barbara Hayskar



Walgreesns

Walgreen Co.
Corporate Offices
200 Wilmot Road
January 29, 1992 Deerfield, lllinois 60015
ATTN: Walter S. Kos, P.E.
Mr. James C. Slifer
District Engineer
I1linois Department of Transportation BUT MO rCT g
201 W. Center Court '
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096 TR /
RE: Lake-Cook Road Strategic v ?
Regional Arterial X
Dear Mr. Slifer: e e 4]

On behalf of Walgreen Co. and its 1400 employees who work at 200 and
300 Wilmot Road, we are pleased to support the recommended Strategic
Regional Arterial (SRA) improvements on Lake-Cook Road.

We recommend that IDOT, through its Operation Greenlight Program, identify
major highway corridors such as Lake-Cook Road, and propose an improve-
ment plan that comprehensively addresses traffic congestion. Walgreens

is concerned that existing traffic and predicted congestion on Lake-Cook
and other similar major corridors will negatively impact the productivity
of our employees and the lifestyles of our customers. Improvements, when
implemented over time, will improve mobility for our employees and
residents of these areas.

Further, we support the recommended improvements including road
widenings, intersection improvements, medians for turning lanes, traffic
signal coordination, and transit recommendations that will be detailed
during the January 29 public hearing.

Finally, the TMA of Lake-Cook will be working with Cook County Highway
Department to facilitate implementation of short- and long-term improve-
ments that were identified during the Phase I public hearings.

Sincerely,

Edward H. Ki
Director
Government and Gorporate Relations
EHK/smj

cc: B. Baltutis
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500 Lake
Deerfield,

Marketing
Suite 200

Cook Road

litinois 60015 - P e L e T

January 27, 1992 BUr iU 0T P07 LG
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Mr. James C. Slifer, District Engineer Jhing 91Lse

Illinois Department of Transportation

210 West Center Court [:._.__,-..7.13%1

Schaumburg, Illinois 60196-1096 it u Bwk = A

Attention: Walter S. Kos, P. E.
Re: Lake Cook Road Strategic Regional Arterial

Dear Mr. Slifer:

on behalf of Matas Corporation and Corporate 500 Centre, a major
development on the Lake-~Cook Corridor, we are pleased to support

the recommended Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) improvements on
Lake-Cook Road.

We commend IDOT and its Operation Greenlight Program to identify
major highway corridors such as Lake-Cook Road and propose an im-
provement plan that comprehensively addresses potential traffic
congestion now and in the future. Your proposed improvements,
when implemented over time, will improve mobility for our
tenants, employees and others who travel this road.

Secondly, we support the recommended improvements including road
widenings, intersection improvements, medium for turning lanes,
traffic signal coordination and transit recommendations as
detailed in the January 29th public hearing.

Finally, our TMA will be working with the Cook County Highway
Department to facilitate implementation of short and locng term
improvements that have been identified from the Phase I public
hearings.

Sincerely,

Vice President & General Counsel

O%%e]:‘,": ad

708/948-5200
FAX 708/948-9364

A Matas Corporation Development



The Courts of Northbrook Townhome Association

Board of Directors

Marc Muskat, President
Robert Green, Vice President
Arthur Weliner, Secretary
Robert Klopfer, Treasurer
Noman Hersch, Director

February 15, 1992

SUREAY oF PROGRAMMING
Mr. Jim Sliser, District Engineer ECE] VED
IDOT District Headquarters FER 9 ¢ an-
201 W. Central Street e 2
Schaumburg IL 60196-1096 D’STR o
uT #7

Dear Mr. Sliser:

Our community, the Courts of Northbrook, was completed in 1991. Homeowners moved
here during the last two years, attracted to the area by the quality community, good
schools, shopping, green space and easy access.

We do not favor the proposed plan to upgrade Lake Cook Road to six lanes. The traffic
back-ups on this road is a rail crossing problem and a rush hour problem. The former
can and will be corrected with a grade crossing separation at Skokie Highway. The A.M./
P.M. congestion could be addressed through public transportation improvements, car-
pools and flex-time inducements. Consideration might also be given to upgrading other
arterial locations to our North or South to the current Lake Cook standard.

Expanding Lake Cook to six lanes would injure already stressed local air quality. It would
bring more traffic to and through the area, resulting in no net gain or improvement.
Business at Northbrook Court will not benefit from the increased traffic; infact, shoppers
would move more easily to the west of the Viilage. Also, business in the center of
Northbrook will be further impaired.

We urge your reconsideration of this projected “improvement”. The quality of the
community we so recently selected will not be enhanced by these plans.

Very truly,

oA A —

Arthur Weiner
Secretary



February 20, 1992

Mr. James C. Slifer, PE

District Engineer

Illinois Department of Transportation

201 W. Center Court
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Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096
Attn: Mr. Walter E. Kos, PE
Dear Sir:

I am writing you with reference to the proposed widening of Lake-Cook
Road. My husband and I own a condominium unit which backs up to
Lake-Cook and appeal to you to consider our plight. We are both
senior citizens. My husband is a disabled veteran (legally blind
plus numerous infirmities including heart disease, diabetes,
amputations etc.).We purchased this property because of the privacy
it afforded being at the end of a cul-de-sac, because it is a first
floor making access easier for him and you are now proposing to take
this freedom away from us as he would no longer be able to avail
himself of the use of the outdoor area that we now have and in the
process decreasing the value of our property. There is no way that
we could possibly sell this property with a major highway sharing our
small backyard. This is our only asset - don’t lessen our equity.

We invite you at any time to come to our home and listen to the
traffic noises from Lake-Cook from the numerous large trucks, the
motorists with their incessant horns and the street being used as a
racetrack. Now, you propose to take some of our property for the

widening which will bring all these elements practically right at our
backdoor.

We cannot expect that residents in the center of the complex or away
from Lake-Cook to really care about this situation, but they will
have to contend with the additional traffic that will be imposed with
motorists using the complex to exit and enter Route 83.

We certainly can see the value of an overpass being constructed or
extending Deerfield Road to the west. We understand that this is
feasible.



Please consider those residents with property that backs up to
Lake-Cook. I cannot speak for my neighbors or if they will take the
initiative to write, but I am sure they share my concern. A unit for
sale in our building has been unsold for approximately 9 months -
nobody wanting to contend with the existing noise and exhaust
problems that now exist. Your proposal will make it even more
difficult.

I would be happy to attend any meeting you may have with reference to
this proposal and share my concerns with the other owners that I am
sure would be there.

Sincerely,

4 W
%27.
Mrs. Sherwin I. Levinson

1168 Northbury Lane
Wheeling, IL 60090
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214 Spruce Road
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R=CEIVED ILLINOIS

DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION

cQ OFFICE OF THE SEC
FEB 2 61€32 CHICAGO! ILLINGIS TV ARY

February 19, 1992 DlsTRlcT '#1 FEB 20 1992
Illinois Department of Transportation R EC E I V E D

Secretary's Office
310 S. Michigan Avenue
Chicago, IL 60604

Gentlemen:

Your proposal to widen Lake-Cook Road to six lanes has to be
absolutely the worst decision yet. What a solution you have
come up with:

1. Condemnation of property for the poor guys who have
made the largest investment in their lives just to
see it "condemned" by incompetent, wasteful and
"easy-way-out" decisions.

2. Property values of the homes not condemned going
down the tube.

3. More noise for the already beleagured residents
along Lake-Cook.

4. A terrible short-term and expensive answer to the
problen.

Why not a full interchange onto the Edens spur near the
Tri-State?

Why not underpasses at the C&NW (Skokie Road) and the Metra
Line west of Waukegan Road?

What about the proposed PRT (the 8-10-passenger transit)
proposed to run parallel to Lake-Cook?

Come on, fellas, you can do better than this.

Very truly yours,

ekliug

J eline Reckling



James F. Fegen Jr.
Vice President/

General Manager/Publisher February 24, 1992

BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING

Mr. James C. Slifer FQEE(:EEl\/EZ[)

District Engineer o
Illinois Department of Transportation FEB 2L 1232
201 wWest Center Court

Schaumburg IL 60196-1096 DISTRICT #1

ATTN: Walter S. Kos, P.E.
RE: Lake-Cook Road Strategic Regional Arterial

Dear Mr. Slifer:

On behalf of CLARK BOARDMAN CALLAGHAN and the 300 employees who
work at 155 Pfingsten Road, we are pleased to support the
recommended Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) improvements on
Lake-Cook Road.

We commend IDOT and its Operation Greenlight Program to identify
major highway corridcrs such as Lake-Cook Road and propose an
improvement plan that comprehensively addresses traffic
congestion. Our firm is concerned that existing traffic and
predicted congestion on such roads as Lake-Cook Road negatively
impacts the productivity of our employees and customers. Your
proposed improvements, when implemented over time, will improve
mobility for our employees and others who travel this road.

Secondly, we support the recommended improvements including
intersention improvements, medium for turning lanes, traffic
signal coordination and transit recommendations as detailed in
the January 29th public hearing.

Finally, our TMA will be working with the Cook County Highway
Department to facilitate implementation of short and long term
improvements that have been identified from the Phase I public

hearing.
Very truly yours,
F I Py
James F. Fegen, Jr.
JF/ck
155 Pfingsten Road
Deerfield, IL 60015
(708) 948-7000

FAX: (708) 948-8955



February 20, 1992

James C. Slifer, PE BUREAUO OGRAMM
District Engineer F?E; E;"/ ING
Il1linois Dept. Of Transportation E;[)
201 W. Center St. FEBgl
Schaumburg, I1. 60196-1096 1232

Attn: Walter S. Kos, PE

D’sTRlCT #1

I am writing to you regarding the proposed action of widening Lake
Cook Road to 6 1lanes. I believe this would have a disastrous
impact of the community life in and around Lake Cook Road.

Dear Mr. Slifer and Mr. Kos,

As a resident of Lexington Commons in Wheeling, which borders Lake
Cook Road, I am greatly concerned. I am concerned about the
increase in commuter traffic, and pollution from the exhaust fumes
and litter that is thrown out of windows.

I am concerned for the safety of our children. I belleve that
widening this highway will invite more motorists to use Lexington
Drive as a short-cut and will endanger the safety of the people
that live here. My nephew was hit by a motorist as he crossed the
4 lane Lake Cook highway, and I am worried that this common
crossing will be even more dangerous with Increased 1lanes and
motorists.

I am mostly concerned that this is not a long term solution to an
on-going traffic problem as the NorthWest Suburbs continue to grow.
It is a guick fix that will soon be outgrown. The only times that
Lake Cook is congested is during the rush hour commute. The other
22 hours per day it becomes a high speed open highway. The idea of
an overpass at the Lake Cook - Milwaukee Avenue location could
yield the result of diminishing the bottleneck at rush hour. 1
would encourage you to go forward with the overpass and reevaluate
the situation before rushing ahead to widen Lake Cook Road.

I would also suggest that you 1look towards developing Mass
transportation to go East-West (trains, busses, etc.) which would
help to reduce our dependence on foreign oill, in addition to
reducing our vehicle emissions. Another alternative would be to
expand an East-West artery farther to the North.

It is increasingly important that we preserve what 1ittle nature we
have left on this planet, and widening highways and putting down
more asphalt and concrete does not seem like an appropriate answer
to our problems. It is time we started to think more creatively.
Please, do not widen Lake Cook Road.

Slncexelyﬂ %

AL L Qor—

&é;en L. Jacohson
1020 Boxwood Ct. #C-2
Wheeling, I1. 60090
(708) 537-2467
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VILLAGE OF
Fifty-One Raupp Blvd.

, BUFFALO GROVE
Buffalo Grove, IL. 60089-2198

Gregory P. Boysen, P.E. 708-459-2547

Director of Public Works February 10, 1992 Fax 708-459-7906

BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING

RECEIVED

Mr. James C, Slifer, P.E. FEB 2 g 1822
District Engineer
Illinols Department of Transportation

201 W. Center Court DlSTRlCT #1

Schaumburg, IL. 60196-1096
ATTENTION: Walter S. Kos, P.E.

SUBJECT: Lake-Cook Road Between U.S. Route 12 (Rand Road) and
U.S. Route 41 (Skokje Highway) in Lake and Cook Counties

Dear Sirs:

On behalf of the Village of Buffalo Grove, I have been directed to transmit
the attached Buffalo Grove resolution entitled "Resolution No. 91-14
Concerning the Proposed Improvement to Lake-Cook Road Between Rand Road (U.S.
Rt. 12) to the Tri-State Tollway (I-294) Section 89-A5011-03-ES Cook County
Dept. of Highways'". This resolution identifies the official position of the
Board of Trustees of the Village of Buffalo Grove concerning the Cook County
Highway Department's proposals for modifications to Lake-Cook Road between
Rand Road and I-294. Since the report, entitled "Draft Strategic Regional
Arterial - Lake-Cook Road from U.S. Route 12 (Rand Road) to U.S. Route 4l
(Edens Expressway)" dated January, 1992, indicates that the proposed
improvements of the Cook County Highway Department are incorporated into the
Strategic Regional Arterial study, this previously established position of
the Buffalo Grove Village Board would also apply to the identical proposals
represented in the January 1992 report.

The Village Board is on record supporting an extension of Weiland Road
between Illinois Route 83 and Buffalo Grove Road. This extension was first
proposed in the Phase I Design Study for Lake-Cook Road. The extension would
benefit traffic operations on Lake Cook Road by eliminating a significant
volume of traffic which is desiring to make turns on Lake-Cook Road which
essentially accommodate continuous north-south movements between Buffalo
Grove Road south of Lake-Cook Road and Weiland Road to the north. The
proposed extension of Weiland Road to Buffalo Grove Road was denoted in
previous newsletters and presentation material developed during the SRA
study. It would be desirable to incorporate the proposal for the extension
of Welland Road between Illinois Route 83 and Buffalo Grove Road as part of
the final version of the SRA study of Lake-Cook Road.



Mr.W.S. Kos
2/10/92 - page 2

Also attached is the Buffalo Grove resolution entitled "Resolution No. 91~8
In Support of the Lake-Cook Road Grade Separation at Milwaukee Avenue" which
was approved by the Village Board on January 21, 1991. This resolution
indicates the Village of Buffalo Grove's support for the improvements
proposed by the Cook County Highway Department in the area of the Lake-Cook
Road and Milwaukee Avenue intersection. I understand that the various items
which the Village Board expressed some concerns about are now in the process
of being resolved and that this project will go to bid within the current
year.

The Village staff's review of the "Potential Transitway Right-of-Way" shown
on Figure 2.3 within the Village of Buffalo Grove indicates that the 24 foot
minimum width transit right-~of-ways would not be feasible or locally
acceptable in the designated alignment locations.

A few minor errors in the text and exhibits were noted which should be
corrected in the final report, including:

1. Figure 2.1 incorrectly labels Weiland Road as "Buffalo Grove Road"”. It
might also be helpful to readers of the report if the correct location

of Buffalo Grove Road and its extension to the south as Windsor Road
were added to Figure 2.1.

2. On page 18, the first sentence under the section entitled "Traffic
Signal Interconnection" incorrectly denotes that the Lexington Drive
intersection is currently connected to the Lake-Cook Road coordination
system.

3. The Village staff feels that the narrative entitled "Transit" which is
denoted on pages 35 and 37 should be revised to read:

Transit

There is no commuter rail service to the corridor. Pace has developed a
park-and-ride facility north of the segment at Busch Parkway and
Commerce Brive Court. It can be reached via Weiland Road and Milwaukee
Avenue.

It is adjacent to the Wisconsin Central Railroad Line which is planned
for use by Metra to provide commuter rail service to Chicago via a
connection to the Chicago and North Western Railroad.




Mr. W. S. Kos
2/10/92 -~ page 3

The Pace Park-And-Ride facility currently provides bus service to the
Arlington Heights and Deerfield commuter rail stations. Pace Route 690
crosses the corridor on Arlington Heights Road and provides connections
between the Arlington Heights Metra Station and Buffalo Grove.

Route 691 is a rush period service connecting the Deerfield Metra
Station and the Park-And-Ride facility EFSREPSPEIPHEHTERPRE in
northeast Buffalo Grove.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please let me know.

Very truly yours,

enclosures
copy to W.R. Balling, Village Manager

GPB:1m:G92A48



RESOLUTION NO, 91- g

IN SUPPORT OF THE LAKE-COOK ROAD GRADE
SEPARATION AT MILWAUKEE AVENUE

WHEREAS, the Cook County Highway Department has scheduled a public
hearing on January 21, 1991, to receive comments on its proposed overpass
program at Lake-Cook Road and Milwaukee Avenue; and,

WHEREAS, 1in June of 1987, the Village of Buffalo Grove published its
Transportation Study for the community which identified the need for the
overpass interchange at Lake-Cook and Milwaukee Roads to handle both existing
and proposed traffic deficiencies, that intersection presently performing at
level F (failing) level of performance; and,

WHEREAS, the Village of Buffalo Grove has recognized that efficient
intersection design can reduce congestion in our area, improve overall safety
and improve the efficiency of operating the transportation system; and,

WHEREAS, the Village of Buffalo Grove has worked with the Cook County
Highway Department and the Illinois Department of Transportation over the
years to effect necessary intersection improvements, including the
intersection improvement at Buffalo Grove Road and Dundee Road, the
intersection improvement at Arlington Heights Road and Dundee Road, and the
Lake—-Cook Road intersections of Weiland Road, Route 83, Buffalo Grove Road,

and Raupp Boulevard (through signal coordination controls as well as lane and
capacity design); and,

WHEREAS, the Village of Buffalo Grove has in the past met its reasonable
capacity expansion responsibilities by endorsing and participating in the
highway improvements with the Cook County Highway Department for Buffalo
Grove Road and Arlington Heights Road; and with the Lake County Highway
Department for Buffalo Grove Road, Arlington Heights Road, and Aptakisic
Road; and with the Illinois Department of transportation for Dundee Road, IL
Route 68; McHenry Road, IL Route 83; and Milwaukee Avenue, IL Route 21-45;
and,

WHEREAS, the Village of Buffalo Grove is convinced that the overpass
design is most reasonable and cost effective, as Buffalo Grove has studied
alternative, at grade designs, which designs have not proven to meet the
present deficiencies on the intersection; and,

WHEREAS, the Village of Buffalo Grove has worked with the Cook County
Highway Department and the Village of Wheeling, as well as the Illinois

Department of Transportation to promote and seek approval and endorse this
much needed overpass project.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
THE VILLAGE OF BUFFALO GROVE, COOK AND LAKE COUNTIES, ILLINOIS, that the
Village of Buffalo Grove endorses the design report and recommendation dated
as being revised October, 1989, for the grade separation overpass on
Lake-Cook Road at Milwaukee Avenue, subject to the following conditions:



-2-

A. That the Cook County Highway Department proceed with the programmed
improvements identified in the Cook County Highway Department's 5-Year
Capital Improvement Program with construction to commence in 1993,

B. That the Cook County Highway Department take great care in planning and
operation of the construction traffic management program. Lake-Cook
Road being a heavily traveled road, proper construction traffic

management is essential to the safe and efficient handling of traffic
during construction,

C. That the Cook County Highway Department proceed from the implementation
of the contract to completion as quickly as possible and provide

necessary contract incentives in order to expedite the completion of
this roadway.

D. That the Illinois Department of Transportation implement at its cost the

overpass lighting system previously established at Lake-Cook Road and
IL Highway 53, at Illinois Department of Transportation expense,

E. That the Cook County Highway Department address the bike trail needs of
the area and provide for a bike path system to be installed as
substantially depicted on Exhibit A of this Resolution.

F. That the Village of Buffalo Grove goes on record in supporting a bikeway
overpass design running north and south of Lake-Cook Road east of the
Des Plaines River to support safe and efficient handling of pedestrian
traffic. The Village of Buffalo Grove also realizes that this bicycle
path/overpass design has been identified by the Cook County Highway

Department as the safest method of crossing the bikeway facility over
Lake-Cook Road.

AYES: 5 - Marjenthal, Reid. Shifrin, Mathjas, O'Malley

NAYES: 0 - Nomne

ABSENT: Q0 - Nope ABSTAIN: 1 - Kahn
PASSED: Januyary 21 1991 APPROVED: January 21 1991

APPROVED:

. D 4 Pl

VERNA L. CLAYTON, Village Presidernt

ATTEST:

Qe Ty Sradion

Village Clerk
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RESOLUTION NO. 91- 14
CONCERNING THE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS TO LAKE COOK ROAD
BETWEEN RAND RD. (U.S. RT. 12) TO THE TRI-STATE TOLLWAY (I-294)
SECTION 89-A5011-03-ES COOK COUNTY DEPT. OF HIGHWAYS

WHEREAS, the Village of Buffalo Grove has organized and
participated in the Lake Cook Road Local Corridor Agency for purposes
of studying traffic and making recommendations for traffic improvements
for the Region, while balancing community interests, for that portion of
Lake Cook Road lying east of Rand Road (U.S. Rt. 12) to the Tri-State
Tollway (Interstate 294); and

WHEREAS, the Village of Buffalo Grove has secured the support and
financial participation of the Cook County Highway Department, the
Village of Wheeling, the Village of Arlington Heights and the Village of
Palatine to support and fund this study, and the Village of Buffalo Grove
and its members have further participated in every step of the review
process with regard to the development of the study; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Buffalo Grove Transportation Plan of 1986
indicated that certain improvements to intersections through the Village
of Buffalo Grove and capacity improvements on Lake Cook Road east of
Hastings Drive should be considered in the early 1990's; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Buffalo Grove actively participated in the
study, including several meetings with County officials and its consultant
to address Buffalo Grove concerns on traffic management, pedestrian and
bicycle safety, speed and traffic control, property value protection,
noise abatement, ambience, commercial access, right-of-way requirements,
regional traffic patterns, and financing equities; and

WHEREAS, after exhaustive review and analyses, Buffalo Grove has
concerns which cannot be mitigated without altering the basic design of
the roadway as proposed by the Cook County Highway Department, and
finds that the proposed improvement disporportionately burdens the
Village of Buffalo Grove and its citizens and property owners with regard
to the proposed and suggested improvements contained in that report.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE PRESIDENT
AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES, VILLAGE OF BUFFALO GROVE, COOK AND
LAKE COUNTIES, ILLINOIS, as follows:

1. The Village of Buffalo Grove ENDORSES the design, with conditions,
of that portion of the study from Rt. 12 eastward to Arlington
Heights Road, Station 00 to Station 237+50. Said conditions
contained in Exhibit A of this Resolution.

2. That the Village of Buffalo Grove OPPOSES the design for that
portion of the road between Arlington Heights Rd. and Hastings
Drive Sections 237+50 to Section 373+50, for the reasons stated in
Exhibit B of this Resolution.
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The Village of Buffalo Grove ENDORSES, with conditions, that
portion of the road improvement lying east of Hastings Rd. to the
Tri-State Tollway, I-294, Sections 373+50 to Section 543+54. Said
conditions listed in Exhibit C of this Resolution.

That if presented as an entire road project between Rand Rd. and
the Tri-State Tollway (I-294), the Village of Buffalo Grove OPPOSES
for the following reasons:

a. For the reasons stated in Exhibit B of this Resolution.

b. The Study does not take into account concepts of traffic
dispersal, and more must be done in south Lake County,
particularly with programmed improvements and capacity
expansions to Ill. State Route 22, Aptakisic Rd. from Rt. 83,
to Rt. 21, and Deerfield Rd. from Milwaukee Ave. to I-294, to
balance the current demands and future projected demands of
traffic volumes before the suggested Lake Cook Road capacity
improvements are constructed.

c. The first priority for any improvement on Lake Cook Rd.
should be intersection designs which optimally balance peak
hour traffic demands with the protection of existing developed
properties adjacent to Lake Cook Rd. The Village does not
endorse an expansion project which eliminates parking or
restricts points of ingress and egress to commercial properties.

d. The reductions in the proliferation of traffic signals,
particularly private benefit traffic signals, need further
attention and emphasis in the study. It is possible to eliminate
two private benefit signals east of Portwine Road and one
proposed private benefit signal east of Weiland Rd. These
should be modified or eliminated to enhance through traffic
efficiency of current lane capacities.

e. Existing traffic signal operations need further study and must
be exhaustively evaluated to ensure their optimal operation
before lane addition improvements should occur, particularly
when those lane additions have adverse impact on public lands
and commercial properties. Where necessary, new technologies
should be employed to create the maximum efficiency in signal
operation.

f. The Study does not address the balance between adverse
impacts on adjacent property owners resulting from the
proposed road improvements and the need to meet peak hour
traffic demands from an engineering standpoint. Elements of
this Study need further attention with considration to
modification of the design engineering standards to address the
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adverse impacts on Buffalo Grove which most certainly will
result from the proposed improvement, if built. It is
impractical to insist on strict engineering standards being met
on the Lake Cook Rd. corridor when such gross deficiencies
exist on parallel northern routes at Deerfield Rd., Aptakisic
Rd. and Rt. 22, in their present and future proposed
conditions.

g. The Village of Buffalo Grove believes that the proposed
extension to Illinois Rt. 53 north of Lake Cook Road will have a
more favorable effect in reducing traffic volumes on Lake Cook
Road, including the intersection of Arlington Heights Road at
Lake Cook Rd., than the County study now projects. The
Village recommends that roadway expansion out of the
right-of-way or improvements which limit ingress-egress to
existing properties be deferred wuntil the full benefits of
extending Route 53 north can be observed and analyzed.

AYES: 5 - Reid, Shifrin, Mathias, O'Malley, Kahn
NAYES: 0 - None
ABSENT:_ ] - Marienthal
ABSTAIN: 0 - None
PASSED: _March 4, 1991 APPROVED: March 4, 1991
e
D o N 7
Verna L. Clayton, Village-President
ATTEST: :

L

Opst TV . Sewbane

Vitlage

Clerk



EXHIBIT A

VILLAGE OF BUFFALO GROVE ENDORSEMENT OF ROAD SECTION IMPROVEMENT
RAND RD. TO ARLINGTON HEIGHTS RD.
WITH CONDITIONS

The Village of Buffalo Grove endorses the proposed Cook County
Department of Highways Preliminary Design and Environmental Assessment
for the western portion of the Lake Cook Road corridor, subject to the
following conditions:

1. An additional traffic lane should be continuously installed westbound
on Lake Cook Rd., past the Route 53 interchange. The existing
congestion westbound is not being addressed adequately with the
proposed design.

2. Station 167-182 - The Village of Buffalo Grove is concerned on any
loss of parking to existing residential properties which would result
from this improvement.

3. The Village questions the adequacy of the proposed length of the
westbound left turn bay at Hicks Road.



EXHIBIT B

The Village of Buffalo Grove OPPOSES the proposed Cook County
Highway Department Design Report and Environmental Assessment for that
portion of the Lake Cook Road improvement lying east of Arlington
Heights Road to Hastings Dr., Stations 237+50 to 373+50.

The Village of Buffalo Grove believes that it will experience dramatic
and depreciating impacts as a result of the proposed improvement to Lake
Cook Road, between Arlington Heights Road and Hastings Dr.. We do
not believe that the data presented supports the expansion of this road
improvement project as designed. Since the roadway will have the effect
of depreciating property values and increasing the risks to traffic safety,
modifications in the design are needed to substantially maintain the
existing cross section for Lake Cook Road in its present condition.
Retaining a OS5-lane cross section is particularly important when one
considers the lack of progress to address, design and construst essential
traffic capacity expansions on Deerfield Rd. east of Milwaukee Ave.,
Aptakisic Rd. from Rt. 83 to Rt. 21, and Highway 22. The Village of
Buffalo Grove is not prepared to absorb the impact of additional lanes on
Lake Cook Road until these other regional road improvement projects are
addressed and the impact of improvements to Deerfield Rd., Aptakisic
Rd. and Highway 22 is evaluated with the then future needs of Lake
Cook Road.

The Village of Buffalo Grove further believes that the consultant has
not demonstrated that any adverse traffic impacts will result from the
proposed T7-lane facility being reduced to $-lanes through the residential
and open space portion of Buffalo Grove, and then widening westward of
Arlington Heights Road to a 7-lane improvement. We believe that such
a transition is consistent with proper traffic management principles,
particularly when considered in light of the adverse consequences such
a road widening would have in the community. A station by station
analysis follows.

Station 237+50 to 252 - Arlington Heights Rd. Intersection

The Arlington Heights Rd. intersection is over designed, and the dual
left turn on all legs of the intersection requires additional land and
right-of-way taking at an area that can least afford additional property
loss.

1. Right-of-way acquisition is required, both to the north and the
south of the improvement, which will eliminate parking on the north
and eliminate private landscaping on the north and south of the
proposed improvement.

2. The full access driveways presently existing, both north and south
of Lake Cook Rd., will be restricted in their movements. This is
unacceptable to Buffalo Grove and will result in a reduced tax base
and result in commercial property and business depreciation.



-2-

The double left turn movements, while efficient in peak hour, can

be unnecessary in non-peak hour, and needs careful re-examination
and re-evaluation.

The bank property south of Lake Cook Rd. will lose its full access
opportunity on the Lake Cook Rd. and Arlington Heights Rd. leg of
its frontage as a result of the intersection improvement project.

In addition to the landscaping lost, the present location of the
existing buildings, both on the north and south of the road, does
not permit good planning and setback standards to be maintained as
a result of the additional property taking.

The elimination of parking in the commercial property to the north
of Lake Cook Rd. is unacceptable and will compromise the zoning

standards and plan development standard parking requirements for
the subdivision.

Station 252 to 266+60

1.

The Village believes it is important for a full turn and access option
for the Timber Hill intersection, both north and south of Lake Cook
Rd., to facilitate non-peak hour movements. We believe that the
peak hour traffic volumes themselves will regulate the ability of
left turners and will result in those turners finding alternate points
of dispersal from their subdivisions.

The entire median is proposed to be removed and repositioned.
Inasmuch as the tree and median coverage provides a certain
ambience and has benefitted from 10 years of growth, such a loss
and replacement would have an adverse and depreciating effect on
the aesthetic qualities of the highway.

The adjacency of existing buildings and the loss of landscaping will
have an adverse planning and aesthetic impact on the property and
will provide an unsuitable setback relationship of the buildings
to the road.

Station 266+60 to Station 282+50

1.

The adjacency of the proposed road improvements will have an
unfavorable setback relationship with the existing buildings on the
north of Lake Cook Road.

The improvement will require the acquisition of Park lands of
Weidner Park. No public park lands should be taken to accommodate
this project.

Station 282+50 to 298

1.

The proposed right-of-way acquisition of Village owned property is
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unacceptable and will result in a loss of function of the Buffalo
Grove Municipal Campus parking lot and access drive. The
proposed right-of-way taking will eliminate the Buffalo Grove
electronic signboard, an important community informational tool.

The acquisition of additional Park land for Emmerich Park West is
unacceptable and reduces the overall area of the park and adjacent
buffer to the Park District's maintenance facility. Additionally,
there will be an unacceptable setback relationship between the Park
District building and the proposed roadway improvements.

The adverse impacts on the bikepath, bikepath bridge and the
adjacency of the improvement to the 12th fairway of the Buffalo
Grove Golf Course is unacceptable and will result in the loss of
quality of play for that portion of the course. No land should be
taken from the golf course to accommodate this project.

The roadway improvement adversely impacts two detention basins on
the Buffalo Grove Municipal Campus property.

Station 293 to 314

1.

The proposed right-of-way acquisition on the St. Mary's Church
property will have a depreciating effect on the utilization of the
existing game fields, which is the only game field for this large
parochial school.

The improvement will result in a house taking in the Village of
Buffalo Grove. This is the only residential property along the
corridor which will be removed as a result of this improvement.

The proposed double left turn for westbound to southbound Lake
Cook Road needs to be re-evaluated in light of the proposed
County/Buffalo Grove/Wheeling/Weiland extension south of Highway
83, intended to be a by-pass for Buffalo Grove Road and Lake Cook
Rd.

The St. Mary's Church property will lose parking area already
under parked for many of its services, as a result of this
improvement.

Station 314 to 330+50

1.

The limitation and restriction of the proposed Shell Gas Station
is unacceptable and will result in a business loss to the operator
and a tax loss to Buffalo Grove.

The loss of the landscaping component to the Shell Station will result
in a depreciating aesthetic impact with no possible mitigation
alternative available.
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The restriction of turning movements to the Ambulatory Care Center
and the medical complex could put users at risk in their ability
to properly access this system during peak hour. Further, the
limited access driveways of the Steeple View Condominiums and
shopping center rear access, limit the opportunities for use and
access.

The detention basin system for the Steeple View Condominiums is
encroached upon as a result of this improvement.

A parking space loss occurs in the Steeple View area as a result
of this improvement.

Station 330+15 to 345

1.

The ~vacant property should have a grassed barrier median
consistent with that which exists in other portions of the Village of
Buffalo Grove. Also, a continuous bikepath on the north side of
Lake Cook Rd., from Weiland east should be provided for.

Additionally, care should be taken to eliminate any private benefit
signals when alternatives exist for access to these properties using
the Weiland Rd. intersection.

Station 345+00 To Station 359+00

1.

Additional right-of-way takings on the north side of Lake Cook Road
unreasonably encroach on the front yards of residential properties
in the Village of Buffalo Grove.

Station 359+00 To Station 373+50

10

Additional right-of-way takings on the north side of Lake Cook Road

unreasonably encroach on the front yards of residential properties
in the Village of Buffalo Grove.



EXHIBIT C

VILLAGE OF BUFFALO GROVE ENDORSEMENT OF THE COOK COUNTY
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR A PORTION OF LAKE COOK RD.
LYING EAST OF HASTINGS DR. TO THE TRI-STATE TOLLWAY (I-294)

CONDITION 1:

CONDITION 2:

SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS

Station 373.50 to 389.50 - A Dbikepath is needed to be
provided on the north side of the roadway.

That the Village of Buffalo Grove endorses the extension
of Weiland Road southward to Buffalo Grove Road, south
of 83, to provide a traffic bypass to the intersection
of Buffalo Grove Road and Lake Cook Road.



7T
oS

LLeague of Illimois Bicyclists

February 2, 1992

GJ

James C. Slifer, P.E.

District Engineer

Illinois Department of Transportation |
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096 - - -

LI

Dear Mr. Slifer,

Enclosed is a statement on the Lake-Cook SRA plan. Although this
letter was prompted by the Lake-Cook hearing it really applies to
all transportation projects.

1 am pleased with IDOT's commitment to incorporate bicycle
planning guidelines into highway improvements. Secretary Kirk
Brown stated in a letter dated January 9, 1992, "Our goal is to
revise our design policies in a effort to be more considerate of

bicyclists' needs.” I hope that this consideration can begin
immediately and not wait for the revision of IDOT's design
policies.

Thank vou for considering my statement.

/jiggerelziyours,

Ted Sanders, Director
League of lllinois Bicyclists

P.O. BOX 64396 & CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60664~0396 & 312-42-PEDAL
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LAKE - COOK ROAD
Strategic Regional Arterial

I will not suggest how to improve vehicular movement in the
proposed Stragetic Regional Arterial (SRA) plan for Lake
Coock Road. IDOT planning engineers have demonstrated their
ability to provide expressways. They have been extremely
successful. Illinois is blessed with super arterial
highways because of this success. However, this has only
delayed the need to provide a transportation system which
uses all modes of transportation to meet the environmental
and economic needs of the Chicagoland Area.

IDOT’ s planning expertise should be channeled to provide an
inter-modal transportation system which contributes to the
goals of the Clean Air Act, encourages the use of high
occupancy vehicles (HOV), encourages ride sharing,
accommodates bicyclists, makes walking a part of the
transportation system, and promotes present and future mass
transit systems. The love affair with the mighty
automobile must end. Our environment demands the
reduction of vehicle emissions. Plans for SRA routes must
povide for the use of HOV and multiple occupant vehicles
(MOV) to transport workers between home and work. This is
particularly true in corridors such as Lake-Cook. Safe
routes for bicyclists and pedestrians must be provided.
Walking and bicycling emits no pollution. HOV and MOV emit
less pollution per passenger mile than a single occupant
vehicle. HOV, MOV, bicyclists, and pedestrians require
fewer square feet of paving per passenger mile. This is
also kind to our environmment. It provides more land area to
absorb water and reduces erosion and flooding due to run
off.

The Inter-modal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act
requires that all types of transportation be considered in
any federally funded project. The Act also requires
consideration of the Clean Air Act in all planning. One of
the study objectives of SRAs is, "Accommodate necessary
bicycle and pedestrian travel.™ Please keep the above in
mind while reviewing the Lake - Cook, SRA plan.



Providing a wide outside lane (14 feet) is a cost efficient
way of increasing bicycle usage. Some what more expensive
is the installation of wide paved shoulders (without rumble
sections). Installing "share the road" signs would also
improve bicycle safety. There are many inexpensive ways to
accommodate safe bicycle transportation. The most difficult
part is to accept the bicycle as a part of the solution to
pollution and gridlock. During the review process, I urge
you to consult with bicyclists and with engineers who
understand bicyclists’s problems.
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Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Thilmany
1166 Northbury
Wheeling, IL 60090

February 24, 1992

MMING
BUREAU OF PROGRR
K=CEIVED
Q
Mr. James C. Slifer, P.E. FEB 2 61282
District Engineer
Il. Dept. of Transportation D‘sTRlCT #1

201 West Center Ct.
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096
Attn: Walter S. Kos, P.E.

We are writing this letter to express our deep disapproval of the widening of Lake Cook
Road. As residents of Lexington Commons, we are very much concerned that this
widening does not go through for a number of reasons.

1.)  As you know, in this day, it is very difficult to be able to afford a home. We have
worked very hard to earn the money in order to buy our home, as well as increase
the interior value of our home. And, you are planning to decrease our property
value by widening Lake Cook Road. It's a tragedy that in difficult times, people like
yourself don’'t seem to have any concern for the lives you will affect by your plan,
only that you accomplish your goal.

2.) Another point of concern is the increase in the noise level, as well as increased
exhaust fumes. The air we breath is already infected and by widening Lake Cook
Road, residents will be affected even more. We wouldn't be able to leave our
windows open in nice weather due to all the noise and dirt.

3.) Construction will cause more cars to cut through Lexington Drive, most of which
already vastly exceed the speed limit and thus creating a more dangerous
environment to live in.

4.) A very important factor to be concerned with is that if Lake Cook is widened more
homes will be built which will offset the purpose of widening the road - more
homes, more traffic - you really haven’t resolved the problem.

5.) There are other roads North of Lake Cook which are currently 2 lane roads.
These roads, if widened would alleviate some of the traffic on Lake Cook. Or
maybe there’s a possibility of an entirely new East/West transportation system.
It's obvious that more and more people are and will continue to move out to
Buffalo Grove and the surrounding area. It would seem more logical to build an
alternate East/West transportation system.



6.) Another alternative is to build an overpass without widening Lake Cook. An
overpass continuing over Milwaukee Avenue would alleviate a great deal of rush
hour traffic.

Please consider all these facts before making a rash decision to widen Lake Cook. The
future value of our homes are in your hands. No one (including yourself) would want that
stripped from them. The above are all legitimate concerns - we hope you can re-evaluate
your ideas to better suit all involved.

Sincerely,

Stuart and Diane Thilmany
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LAKE COUNTY

2685 Edgewood Lane

RiverwoodBUHEAS

February ZlFmgléRoGRAMMING
W=CEIVEDP

James C. Slifer, P.E. FEB2: 10
District Engineer -

Illinois D t tof T tati
201 W, Center Court DISTRICT #1

Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096

Dear Mr, Slifer:

After attending the IDOT hearing on January 29, 1992 regarding the
widening of Lake Cook Road, the League of Women Voters of Lake County
recommends that there be more research on trips taken and alternative
solutions to the current and projected high volume on Lake Cook Road,

It would be advantageous if we knew the origin/destination statis-
tics on various parts of the road. Bottle-necks on north-south inter-
sections could be slowing down and clogging traffic on this east-west
road. Perhaps a full interchange at the Tollway and its Chicago spur
would siphon off a significant number of cars. The drop in traffic on
Deerfield Road, once the partial tollway interchange was opened on Lake
Cook Road, was remarkable, Perhaps widening a parallel road is more
in demand.

Public transportation is also a mode that suburbanites are being
forced to use as air quality standards are tightened., The state could
be instrumental in promoting public transportation rather than widening
Lake Cook Road. The origin/destination study could easily demonstrate
the number of rides that could be tapped by efficient public services,

The LWV of Lake County urges IDOT and Cook County to thoroughly
research creative alternatives and to produce hard data before they
conclude that widening Lake Cook Road is a necessity.

Sincerely,

Byl Zlim

Beryl Flom, President
(708) 945-1937



PATRICIA W. WILSON

January 29, 1992

PREPARED FOR A PUBLIC HEARING HELD BY

Illinois Department of Transportation
Phil Johnson’s Restaurant
Deerfield, IL

Gentlemen:

I am a homeowner in the Williamsburg Square housing
development in Northbrook and have lived in this area for 5
years. It is my understanding that the Illinois Department
of Transportation intends to radically change the nature of
the tri- community area (Northbrook, Deerfield, and Highland
Park) by making it the "hub" for public transportation on the
North Shore. Of the various provisions in the proposal I am
most concerned about the following:

EXPANDING LAKE COOK ROAD TO 6 LANES: As a person who uses
Lake Cook Road primarily west of the Edens and east of the
Metra rail lines I have a hard time understanding just where
or why increased traffic flow across Lake Cook would occur.
This area is almost completely built up and there will not be
any additional job formation in this area. Moreover, the
traffic flows into Northbrook Court are stable and even with
an historically consistent growth assumption, this traffic
occurs at nonrush hour periods. Making Lake Cook Road into 6
lanes will give it and our neighborhood the character of the
Edens Expressway.

If, however, the concern is greater than expected traffic
flow to and from Northbrook Court, it would seem that could
be handled via a connection to Interstate 94 and then let
Lake Cook Road handle local traffic. Furthermore if the
desire is to get people from the western suburbs to Route 41
then it again would seem that the best way to do that is to
look again at the configuration of the toll road access at I-
294 west of Wilmot and east of Sanders Road or possibly
making a new access ramp off I-294 to Dundee Road.

EXTEND SKOKIE SWIFT TO LAKE COOK ROAD: I am not certain
where this would run into Lake Cook Road; however, given that
the Metra line already runs across Lake Cook Road this would
to be a logical stopping point. There also are relatively few
houses there and there appears to be land to accommodate the



parking. It makes absolutely no sense to run the Skokie
Swift to the Chicago Northwestern crossing near Skokie Road.
Not only is the parking situation not good in this area, it
is too far east to benefit the western suburbs. 1In
addition, the tri community area already has access to
Chicago-Milwaukee Lines in Glencoe and Highland Park in
addition to the Metra stops in Deerfield and Northbrook.

BUILD A RAIL TRANSIT ROUTE ALONG LAKE COOK ROAD: Without
repeating much of the same objections as noted in the
previous bullet points, this proposal is even more baffling
to understand. There is no community benefit in the tri
community area whatsoever. This also would cost millions and
millions of dollars with dubious payback even to the western
suburbs.

This part of the IDOT proposal makes it clear that we have a
chicken and egg problem. By making Lake Cook Road into a 6
lane highway and running the Skokie Swift into this area, the
Lake Cook Road becomes so congested that even more properties
must be condemned to build a east west transit route to get
the people out of the area.

In summary with all three proposals, I have trouble seeing
any real community benefit. 1In fact, I would speculate that
this area as a direct result of the implementation of these
proposals will experience a real decline in housing values,
an increase in crime and a significant increase in noise
pollution. This is not my idea of afair trade off.

Patricia W. Wilson
1146 Antique Lane
Northbrook, Illinois 60062



M. DAVID LIBERMAN, Ph.D., P.C.
Diplomate in Clinical Psychology
American Board of Professional Psychology
600 Central Avenue, Suite 235
Highland Park, lllinois 60035

Telephone: (708) 432-4404

1/29/92

Illinois Dept. of Trasnportation
Springfield, IL

Gentlemen,

I want to go on record as voicing the strongest
poosible objections to the proposal to widen Lake-Cook
road. This proposal will only compound the problem
which it proposes to solve. Such an expansion would
simply draw more traffic to an already over-burdened
artery. It offers all of the disadvantages of an
expressway while conveying none of the benefits. Lake-
Cook road is already a major artery for the people who
live and work along this corrdior. It already suffers
from major periods of congestion at rush hour and on
weekends. Widening the highway would add to the volume
of traffic but the areas of difficulty (i.e. the increasing
number of stop lights) contimnez®o promote delays and
congestion. Widening the road will only add to this.

If the Highway Authority wants to alleviate the
problems of cross county access, than alternate methods
such as good public transportation should be considered.
Promoting the use of a road that is already over used
will certainly not help the situation.

Sincerely,

Cractof e

David Liberman, Ph.D.
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D.M. “CAL" DOUGHTY
VILLAGE MANAGER

I2a]92

VILLAGE OF ‘ ' LONG GROVE

LAKE COOK ROAD EXPANSION AND IMPROVEMENTS

PUBLIC MEETING

T
VILLAGE OF LONG GROVE TESTIMONY

The Village of Long Grove would like to submit the following
testimony for the record:

1. Attached is a certified copy of a Resolution Supporting
the Widening of Lake Cook Road according to the plans being
shown by the Cook County Highway Department.

2. The expansion of Lake Cook Road is a vital and most

important part of improving the east-west traffic conditions
throughout this corridor.

3. A great deal of the traffic congestion in the Lake Cook
Road corridor has come from the high density zoning of office
and commercial uses which have been allowed.

4. Although the impact of the expansion and improvement to
Lake Cook Road may have a direct effect on adjacent property
owners and uses, the overall traffic impact of this improvement
will have a greater and more dramatic positive effect on the
quality of life for many more property owners and users.

5. Serious interim improvements should be considered. The
attached resolution speaks of two such interim improvements that

can be done for 1little cost and tremendous benefit to the
motoring public.

6. The question of need for the proposed improvement goes
without question for many constituents, motorists, and
communities along the route. The Cook County Highway Department
should carefully consider the extent of these improvements.
Although a six 1lane roadway is required, highway engineers
should consider maintained minimum intersection improvements to
avoid harmful damage to commercial businesses at those
intersections. If necessary, additional left and right turning
lanes should be left out of the initial plans until the impact
of how successful the expansion to six lanes can be studied. The
addition right turn 1lanes in ‘'the years to come can be

accomplished without impact on properties and uses at those
intersections until that time.-

The Village of Long Grove strongly supports the expansion to six
lanes at the earliest possible date with reason and care.

BOX 3110 RFD . LONG GROVE, ILLINOIS 60047 . (708) 634-9440 . FAX: (708) 634-9408



STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS
COUNTY OF LAKE )

CERTIFICATE

DEBRA J. ANDERSON, being first duly sworn on
oath deposes and says that she is the Clerk of
the Village of Long Grove, Illinois and the
keeper of the papers, documents and records of
said Village; that the foregoing is a true and
correct copy of a certain Resolution adopted by
the President and Board of Trustees of the
Village of Long Grove at their regular meeting

held at the office of the Village on the hd

19 Q?)/

day of

Fabrioy ,
RESOLUTION NO:, ?/"2'2-

Debra J. Anggrson

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ‘day

of /L{k:NVZ;IZ\ A r 19 ﬁil .

A

NO Y PUBLIC

OFFICIAL SEAL
DWAYNE M. DOUGHTY
NOTARY PURLIC STATE OF ILLINOIS
1Y COTWEEIN P, ALY 6,1903




- Draft 1/24/91

A RESOLUTION
SUPPORTING THE WIDENING OF LAKE COOK ROAD

91-R- 7 o

WHEREAS, Cook County, Illinois is currently planning to widen
Lake Cook Road between the Illinois Tollway and Route 12 (Rand
Road); and

WHEREAS, the Village of Long Grove desires to support this
extension;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of
Trustees of the Village of Long Grove, Lake County, Illinois, as
follows:

SECTION I: The Village of Long Grove hereby supports the
expansion by Cook County of Lake Cook Road between the Illinois
Tollway and Route 12 (Rand Road) to six lanes to facilitate traffic
movement, and to greatly ameliorate existing traffic congestion on
Lake Cook Road in that vicinity, and on roads tributary to Lake
Cook Road.

SECTION II: In conjunction with this recommendation, the
Village of Long Grove hereby recommends that Cook County proceed
immediately with the following two improvements to facilitate
traffic patterns, and partially reduce the existing traffic
congestion, until the six lane expansion can be accomplished:

1. Install a free-flow right-hand turn lane on southbound

Arlington Heights Road at its intersection with Lake Cook Road for
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traffic turning onto Lake Cook Rocad in a westerly direction.

2. Install ;iggght lane for right-hand turns for westbound
traffic on Lake Cook Road at its intersection with S Hicks Road
(01d Route 53).

SECTION III: This Resolution shall be in full force and
effect from and after its passage and approval as provided by law.

Passed by the Corporate Authorities this IiLftl' day of

4%1&9Y1JC2/E¢ , 1991, on a roll call vote as follows:
avss  Trustgs Bassp Blakea Wall 2ydn, Cole
NAYS —-@7
assent_ [YVSTzg S/ Mme

Approved by the Village President this 11L1’ﬁ : day of

:ﬁ'?b HJG/L/L , 1991.
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Chester S. Cole
President Pro Tem

Debra J
Vvilla

Anderson
Clerk
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NEGATIVE
1L The noise level will RISE.

2. > Getting in and out of our subdivision at Lake Cook will beco

1. To lessen traffic between the Tri-State and Edens, a full interchange onto the
Edens spur near the Tri-State should be created - thus eliminating the need for
a 6 lane highway.

2. Construct underpasses at C&NW (Skokie Rd.) and the Metra line (west of
Waukegan).

YOUR OPINION COUNTS! , N>y
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