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FOREWORD

Hlinois Route 83/127th Street/130th Street is a
Strategic Regional Arterial from U.S. Route 45 in
Cook County to Torrence Avenue in Cook
County. This Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA)
report for Illinois Route 83/127th Street/130th
Street has been prepared for the Iilinois
Department of Transportation and the Strategic
Regional Arterial Subcommittee of the Work
Program Committee of the Chicago Area
Transportation Study by Boyer Engineering Ltd.

As an SRA route, Illinois Route 83/127th
Street/130th Street is intended to function as part
of a regional arterial system. This report is one
element of a long range plan for all routes in the
SRA network. Together, the route studies
constitute a comprehensive, coordinated plan for
the entire SRA network.

Included in this report are a description of the
SRA study objectives and process, a detailed
exposition and analysis of the existing route
conditions, recommendations for ultimate and low
cost improvements, and documentation of the
public involvement process including citizen
comments.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Illinois Route 83/127th Street/130th Street SRA has been divided into five segments.
Recommendations are made for each route section, and a summary of the major recommendations
is presented below.

Segment I: U.S. Route 45 to IL Route 43 (Harlem Ave.)

Develop two 12 foot lanes in either direction, a 4 foot painted median, 10 foot shouiders
with open ditch drainage from U.S. Route 45 to 86th Street.

Develop two 12 foot lanes in either direction. a 14 foot flush median, concrete curb and
gutter from 86th Street to lllinois Route 43 (Harlem Avenue).

Expand the intersection of Kean Avenue to provide a left turn lane westbound.

Expand the intersection of 86th Avenue to provide a left turn lane westbound.

Expand the intersection of Highwood Drive to provide a left turn lane westbound.
Expand the intersection of 119th Street to provide separate left turn lanes, a through lane
and a shared through/ right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north leg will consist of
a separate left turn lane and shared through/ right turn lane. The south leg will consist
of a shared left/ through/ right turn lane.

Expand the intersection of IL Route 7 (Southwest Highway) to provide separate left turn
lanes, two through lanes and a separate right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north-
south legs will consist of separate left turn lanes, a through lane and a shared through/
right turn lane. The southeast leg will consist of a shared left/ through/ right turn lane.
Expand the intersection of 76th Avenue to provide separate left turn lanes, two through
lanes and a separate right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north-south legs will
consist of a shared left/ through/ right turn lane.

Expand the intersection of Harlem Avenue (IL Route 43) to provide dual left turn lanes,
two through lanes and a separate right turn lane on the east, west, and south legs of the
intersection.

Modify structure (SN-2) over the Mill Creek.

Reconstruct structure (SN-3) carrying the N&W R.R. over IL Route 83 near IL Route 7.

Segment II: IL Route 43 (Harlem Ave.) to 127th Street

Develop two 12 foot lanes in either direction, a 14 foot flush median, concrete curb and
gutter from Illinois Route 43 (Harlem Avenue) to 127th Street.

Expand the intersection of Ridgeland Avenue to provide separate left turn lanes, two
through lanes and a separate right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north-south legs
will consist of separate left turn lanes, a through lane and a shared through/ right turn
lane.

Expand the intersection of Austin Avenue to provide a left turn lane westbound.

Add a signal at the proposed intersection of Central Avenue.
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Expand the intersection of 127th Street and I Route 83 as the SRA route turns to follow
127th Street east. At this intersection provide dual left turn lanes, a through lane and a
through/ right turn lane on the north leg. The east leg consists of a separate left turn lane,
two through lanes, and a separate right turn lane. The west leg consists of a separate left
turn lane, a through lane and a shared through/ right turn lane. The south leg consists of
a separate left turn lane, a through lane and a shared through/ right turn lane.

Modify the drainage structure carrying the tributary to the Cal Sag Channel under the
intersection of IL Route 83 and 127th Street.

Segment III: IL Route 83 to Kedzie Avenue

Develop two 12 foot lanes in either direction, a 4 foot to 16 foot median, concrete curb
and gutter from Illinois Route 83 to Kedzie Avenue.

The intersection of Cicero Avenue and 127th Street is a major intersection of two SRA
routes and there is an ongoing study of geometrics at Cicero Avenue/ 127th Street and the
Tri-State Tollway.

Expand the intersection of Kostner Avenue to provide separate left turn lanes, two through
lanes and a separate right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north-south legs consist
of a shared left/ through/ right turn lane.

Expand the intersection of Crawford/ Pulaski Avenue to provide separate left turn lanes,
two through lanes and separate right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north-south legs
consist of separate left turn lanes, a through lane and a shared through/ right turn lane.
Expand the intersection of Wireton Road to provide a separate left turn lane and two
through lanes on the east leg. The west leg consists of two through lanes and a separate
right turn lane. The south leg consists of a separate left turn lane and a separate right turn
lane.

Expand the intersection of Kedzie Avenue to provide separate left turn lanes, two through
lanes and a separate right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north-south legs consist
of a separate left turn lane, a through lane and a shared through/ right turn lane.

Segment IV: Kedzie Avenue to 130th Street

Develop two 12 foot lanes in either direction, concrete curb and gutter from Kedzie
Avenue to 130th Street. Median changes between 12 to 15.5 foot will be required at four
locations along this Segment.

Expand the intersection of Sacramento Avenue to provide a separate left turn lane, a
through lane and a shared through/ right turn lane on the west leg. The east leg consists
of a separate left turn lane, two through lanes and a separate right turn lane. The north-
south legs consist of a shared left/ through/ right turn lane.

Provide an 18 foot barrier median between Sacramento Avenue and Highland Avenue to
control vehicle access between the two at grade railroads.

Expand the intersection of Maple Avenue to provide a separate left turn lane, a through
lane and a shared through/ right turn lane on the east-west leg. On the north-south leg
retain the existing shared left/ through/ right turn lane.
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Expand the intersection of Western Avenue to provide a separate left turn lane, two
through lanes and a separate right turn lane on the west leg. Provide dual left turn lanes,
two through lanes, and a free flow right turn lane on the east leg. On the north leg
provide a separate left turn lane, two through lanes, and a separate right turn lane.

At the intersection of Vincennes Road retain the existing lane configurations. At the
intersection of Wood Street retain the shared left/ through and through/ right turn lanes
on the east-west legs. On the north-south legs retain the existing shared left/ through/
right turn lane.

Expand the intersection of Bishop Street to provide separate left turn lanes, a through
lane, and a shared through/ right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north-south legs
consist of a shared left/ through/ right turn lane.

Expand the intersection of Throop Street to provide separate left turn lanes, a through lane
and a shared through/ right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north-south legs consist
of a shared left/ through/ right turn lane.

Expand the intersection of Halsted Street to provide separate left turn lanes. a through
lane and a shared through/ right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north-south legs
consist of a separate left turn lane, a through lane and a shared through/ right turn lane.
In the east leg of the intersection of Halsted Street taper back down to four 12 foot lanes.
At the intersection of Wallace Street/ Vermont Street retain the through lane and a shared
through/ right lane configuration on the east leg. On the west leg retain the shared left/
through and through lane. On the south leg retain the separate left turn lane, and the
shared through/ right turn lane. On the north leg retain the shared left/ right turn lane.
On the southwest leg retain the existing left/ right turn lane.

Expand the intersection of State Street to provide a separate left turn lane and two through
lanes on the west leg. On the east leg provide a separate right turn lane and two through
lanes. On the north leg provide a separate left turn lane and a separate right turn lane.
Realign 100 feet before the intersection of Michigan Avenue. A realignment of the "Z"
curve from 127th Street to Indiana Avenue to 130th Street is proposed. The realignment
uses three 415 foot radius horizontal curves and part of the existing Indiana Avenue
alignment. This realignment will require a new structure to carry the I.C.G. Railroad over
130th Street. The existing structure has a substandard vertical clearance of 13.25” and the
existing 20 foot horizontal clearance in both directions does not provide for four lane
operation due to the sharp curve just west of the structure.

Expand the intersection of Michigan Avenue to provide a separate left turn lane and two
through lanes on the west leg. On the east leg provide a separate right turn lane and two
through lanes. On the north leg provide a separate left turn lane and a separate right turn
lane. The existing 127th Street would be closed just east of Edbrooke.

To accommodate the grade-separation and realignment of 127th Street/ Indiana Avenue/
130th Street it will be necessary to construct two railroad structures.

The railroad structure required to grade-separate the I.C. R.R. will consist of a railroad
structure and 3:1 side slopes, which runs from Winchester Avenue to Wood Street.
Reconstruct the railroad structure at Indiana Avenue and 130th Street.
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Segment V: Indiana Avenue to Torrence Avenue

. Develop two 12 foot lanes in either direction, a 12 foot to 15.5 foot median, concrete curb
and gutter within the existing 83 feet to 150 feet of right-of-way from Indiana Avenue
to Torrence Avenue.

. Expand the intersection of Indiana Avenue to provide a separate left turn lane and two
through lanes on the east leg. The west leg consists of a through lanes and a shared
through/right turn lane. The south leg consists of a separate left turn lane and a separate
right turn lane.

. Grade separate the C.&W.I. Railroad; it will be necessary to provide an underpass
structure.
. To grade separate the Corridor at Torrence Avenue a two lane bypass is recommended.
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INTRODUCTION

The SRA System

The 2010 Transportation System Development Plan (TSD) adopted by the Chicago Area
Transportation Study (CATS) and the Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission (NIPC)
recognizes that it is not possible to accommodate all long distance, high volume traffic (auto and
commercial vehicle) on the primary expressway system. The arterial roadway system will have
to carry some of this traffic. A designated system of Strategic Regional Arterials (SRA’s) is
proposed in the 2010 TSD plan, to address this need to supplement the primary expressway
system most effectively from both a traffic and funding perspective. The SRA system is a 1.340-
mile network of existing roadways in the northeastern lllinois region. The roadways comprise
a network of 66 corridors intended to serve as a supplement to the expressway system.

From a traffic perspective, the purpose of strategic regional arterials will vary depending on the
attributes of the area in which they are located. The abilities to preserve right-of-way for
expansion and to control and restrict access are important considerations. There is no single
design that will be appropriate for all designated roads. In all cases the compatibility of the
roadway design with the needs of public transit will be considered. The desired configuration
for each arterial roadway will be determined by a separate detailed study that will invite
participation by the counties and municipalities through which it passes.

The system was formulated by first developing a set of candidate roads based on existing road
characteristics, previous studies and input from transportation agency representatives. A desirable
spacing between strategic regional arterials was determined by the projected 2010 level of travel
demand in the area.

As part of a comprehensive approach, the SRA system is intended to:

. Supplement the primary expressway system.

. Enhance public transportation.

. Accommodate commercial vehicle traffic.

. Increase personal mobility and reduce congestion.

This report is concerned with Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street, which has been
designated an SRA corridor from U.S. Route 45, in Cook County, to Torrence Avenue, in Cook
County.



SRA Design Concept

A report on design concepts for the SRA system, prepared by Harland Bartholomew &
Associates, Inc. was endorsed by the CATS Policy Committee. These concepts were used as a
guide in developing the conceptual improvement plan for the Torrence Avenue corridor that is
outlined in this report.

Organization of the Report

This report presents a summary of the SRA planning study for the Torrence Avenue corridor.
[t is organized as follows:

. Environmental Conditions and Land Use

- This section presents Environmental and Land Use conditions which determine the
nature of the corridor. The chapter includes a description of wetland, historical,
and hazardous waste sites located within the corridor. Land use, zoning, future
developments, and access considerations are also listed.

. Existing Roadway Conditions

- This section presents the existing physical characteristics, traffic operation, safety,
and public transportation found along the corridor.

. Corridor Planning Overview
- This section presents the SRA planning objectives for the corridor. The 2010

corridor design characteristics and traffic conditions are described. The future land
use and community concerns are reviewed.

. Recommended Improvements
- These sections present the recommended SRA corridor plan, including proposed
cross-sections, intersection diagrams, right-of-way requirements, access

management, and public transit.  Cost projections for right-of-way and
construction are also presented.

. Public Involvement

This section documents the public involvement process undertaken for the SRA study.
It is divided into four major sections. Individual Community Interviews, Panel Advisory
Meetings, Newsletters, and the Public Hearing. These four opportunities for participation
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allowed the general public or their elected officials to voice opinions concerning the SRA
study.

THE CORRIDOR STUDY AREA

The IL 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street SRA corridor extends from U.S. Route 45 on the west to
Torrence Avenue on the east. The corridor is entirely contained in Cook County and is
approximately 15.9 miles in length. The characteristics of the corridor vary widely from open
spaces/ forest preserves to residential, commercial and heavy industrial.

From U.S. Route 45 to IL. Route 43 (Harlem Avenue), IL. Route 83 is a two lane roadway with
roadside ditches and open drainage. Land use in this segment is primarily forest preserve/open
space west of 86th Street, while east of 86th Street it tends more toward residential and light
commercial. Right-of way in this segment is typically 100 feet.

The segment from IL. Route 43 (Harlem Avenue) to 127th Street is also a two lane roadway with
roadside ditches and open drainage. This area is suburban in character with a mix of commercial,
residential and open space adjacent to the north side of IL. Route 83. Right-of-way in this
segment varies in width as it approaches 127th Street, but is typically 100 feet.

At the intersection of IL. Route 83 and 127th Street, the SRA route proceeds easterly along 127th
Street. This segment then continues east to Kedzie Avenue. The area is predominantly industrial
and commercial with scattered areas of residential. The roadway consists of four lanes with curb
and gutter and enclosed drainage. The median varies from 12 feet to 16 feet. The right-of-way
is highly variable and ranges from 66 feet to 270 feet.

From Kedzie Avenue to Indiana Avenue, 127th Street is a four lane undivided roadway with curb
and gutter and enclosed drainage. Sidewalks are present at various locations. Indiana Avenue,
from 127th Street to 130th Street, is a two lane roadway with 20 foot wide lanes not striped.
Due to the sharp turns which need to be made at 127th and 130th Streets the 20 foot lanes are
seldom used for more than one lane of traffic in each direction. The land use in this area ranges
from commercial to high density single family residential. The right-of-way is variable from 66
feet to 140 feet with a 66 foot width being most common.

The segment along 130th Street from Indiana Avenue to Torrence Avenue is variable in its
typical section. From Indiana Avenue to I-94 Calumet Expressway the roadway consists of four
lanes, a 15.5 foot median, curb and gutter and an enclosed drainage system. From [-94 to the
Calumet River there are four lanes with no median. The roadway has curb and gutter and
enclosed drainage. The remainder of the segment to Torrence Avenue consists of four lanes, a
12 foot turn lane, curb and gutter and enclosed drainage. Between Indiana Avenue and 1-94 the
land use is industrial and residential, while east of [-94 the land use is heavy industrial. The
right-of-way is variable from 83 feet to 150 feet.

The Location Map (Fig. I-1) and Corridor Map (Fig. I-2, 1-3) are shown on the following pages.
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS AND LAND USE

Introduction

As part of the planning process, the SRA project study includes a general assessment of the
environmental impacts. Environmental issues are a concern for transportation projects and
include a wide variety of environmental topics. The SRA planning process does not define
specific mitigation measures. The results of the general assessment, however, will be the basis
for future assessments and mitigation plans. A more detailed analysis of these environmental
concerns will take place as individual segments proceed to more advanced design stages.

Segment 1- U.S. Route 45 to IL Route 43 (Harlem Ave.)
Exhibits A7-01 through A7-04

Segment 1 begins at the interchange of U.S. Route 45 and IL. Route 83. It passes through Palos
Park and Palos Heights, ending at IL Route 43 (Harlem Avenue). Both U.S. Route 45 and IL
Route 43 are SRA routes.

Environmental Conditions

Environmental concerns along this segment include McClaughry Spring Woods Forest Preserve.
Paddock Woods Forest Preserve, Palos Park Woods Forest Preserve, Memorial Park, Americana
of Palos Heights Healthcare Center, I & M Natural Heritage Corridor, Lake Katherine Nature
Preserve, a municipal complex, and several wetlands. There is one small wetland which may
have fen characteristics located just west of 86th Avenue on the south side of IL Route 83. A
municipal complex located at the southwest corner of 76th Avenue and College Drive (IL Route.
83) contains village offices and the police department. The I & M Natural Heritage Corridor and
Lake Katherine Nature Preserve are located north of IL Route 83 on Parliament Drive. The
nature preserve contains a large pond, the E.G. Simpson Club House, and a residential
subdivision which is being constructed around the pond. There are several locations within the
segment that have been identified as possible LUST sites.

Land Use
The land use along Illinois Route 83 from U.S. Route 45 to 86th Avenue is predominantly forest

preserve. From 86th Avenue to Illinois Route 43 the area consists of single family residential
on the south side and sanitary district property on the north side.
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Segment 2 - IL Route 43 (Harlem Ave.) to 127th Street
Exhibits A7-04 through A7-06

Segment 2 begins at the intersection of IL Route 43 (Harlem Avenue). It passes through Palos
Heights and Alsip ending at 127th Street. IL Route 43 (Harlem Avenue) is also an intersecting
SRA Route.

Environmental Conditions

Environmental concerns in this section include Austin View Park, Chicago Christian High School.
Trinity College, Cedar Creek, a designated floodplain, and a parcel of Federal Property. Chicago
Christian High School is located on the Southeast corner of Oak Park Avenue and IL Route 83.
Trinity College is located directly east of the high school. A baseball field and track is located
between the schools and maybe classified as Section 4(f) park land. Cedar Creek is located just
west of Ridgeland Avenue. The creek has many baffles and is badly eroded. The roadway
crosses a designated floodplain, which is not readily apparent in the field, east of IL Route 43
(Harlem Avenue). A large tract of Federal Property on the south side of IL Route 83 is fenced
off and appears to be an old army barracks abandoned by the Department of Defense. There are
four potential LUST sites which have been identified along IL Route 83.

Land Use

From Illinois Route 43 to 127th Street the area consists of single family and multi-family
residential with light commercial.

Segment 3 - IL Route 83 to Kedzie Avenue
Exhibits A7-07 through A7-09

Segment 3 begins at the intersection of 127th Street and IL Route 83 and continues along 127th
Street to Kedzie Avenue. This segment passes through Crestwood and Alsip. The segment is
intersected by IL Route 50 (Cicero Avenue), an SRA Route.

Environmental Conditions

Environmental concerns include two parks, two cemeteries, a bike path, five identified potential
LUST sites and a hazardous waste site. The southeast corner of 127th Street and Cicero Avenue
was designated as a wetland area on the National Wetland Maps. However, a new subdivision
is now located in this spot and no wetland can be found. Burr Oak Cemetery is located at the
northeast corner of 127th Street and the 1-294 Tri-State Tollway. Apollo Park and the Alsip Park
District are located just east of the Burr Oak Cemetery. A bike path leads north from 127th
Street to Apollo Park. The First Evangelical Lutheran Cemetery is located on the south side of
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127th Street west of Crawford Avenue (Pulaski Street). There is a CERCLIS site immediately
east of the B&O Chicago Terminal/ Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad tracks on the north side of
127th Street.

Land Use

Land use in this segment is mostly industrial and commercial with scattered areas of single and
multi-family residential on the south side.

Segment 4 - Kedzie Avenue to 130th Street
Exhibits A7-09 through A7-14

Segment 4 begins at Kedzie Avenue and runs easterly to Indiana Avenue then southerly along
Indiana Avenue to 130th Street. It passes through Blue Island, Calumet Park and the City of
Chicago. The segment intersects one other SRA, Western Avenue.

Environmental Conditions

Environmental concerns include, three parks, two schools, four churches, a library, a cemetery.
a funeral home, a nursing home, an aeration station, an electrical substation and 15 identified
potential LUST sites . In addition there is an identified historic residence located at 2620 127th
Street. A Blue Island Historical Plaque which reads, "The Wad Erret House" and is dated 1890
is present. A few other homes in the area also have the appearance of old historical homes.
Babes Farm House II restaurant located just west of the Wad Erret House has a Blue Island
Historical Plaque but has not been identified as a historical residence. Parkway trees are located
along this segment. Cedar Park Cemetery is located on the northwest corner of Halsted and
127th Street. The right-of-way near the cemetery is narrow and there are graves located
approximately 15 feet from the back of curb. A CERCLIS site is located a few blocks north of
the corridor at 123rd Street and California Avenue.

Land Use

Land use in this segment is a mix of high density single family residential and commercial.

Segment 5 - Indiana Avenue to Torrence Avenue
Exhibits A7-15 through A7-18

Segment 5 begins at Indiana Avenue and continues east to Torrence Avenue. This segment 1s
located in the City of Chicago. Torrence Avenue is also designated an SRA.
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Environmental Conditions

Environmental concerns include two identified potential LUST sites, sludge pits, a park, a school,
a housing project, a landfill and many wetlands. Along 130th Street, sludge pits are located on
the north side of the roadway. These sludge pits are identified as wetland areas by the National
Wetland Inventory Map. Aeration pits are scattered throughout the large sludge pits. The
Calumet Water Reclamation Plant is located within this property. Eberhart Park is located at the
southwest corner of Eberhart and 130th Street. Two blocks east of the park is the CHA project
Altgeld Gardens. Altgeld Gardens is a vast complex of low rise government subsidized housing.
The FORD Assembly Plant has been identified as a CERCLIS site in this segment.

Land Use

Land use in this segment is a mix of industrial and high density residential between Indiana
Avenue and [-94, while east of I-94 the land use is heavy industrial.
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Table |-1
LUST and UST Sites
IL 83/127th St./130th St.

Name Location Exhibit No. Incident No.
IEPA Number
Palos Kar Wash 11730 Southwest L1 931368
Highway
Amoco Station SE corner Southwest L2 881742
Highway/IL. Rte. 83 A7-03
|| Joe Rizza Buick NE corner 127th St. L3 902196
/Harlem Avenue A7-04
Trinity College 1 block east of L4 902218
Chicago Christian A7-05
H.S.
Clark Station 12100 S. Ridgeland L5 930983
SW corner A7-05
Ridgeland /IL. Rte.
83
Shell Station SE corner U6
A7-05
Martin Oil Station 4553 127th Street L7 881503
A7-08
Mobil Oil NW corner L8 870021
Crawford/127th St. A7-08
Old Gas Station SE corner Crawford 181
/127th St. A7-08
Union Carbide & 12840 Crawford L10 903135
Chemicals Plastic
Company
Ozinga Brothers 3837 W.127th St. L11 900136
A7-08
Chevy O’Connor NW corner Kedzie U12
/127th St. A7-09
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Murph’s Gas Station | Across from L14 932606
Eisenhower H.S. A7-09
(NW corner
Sacramento)
Amoco Station 12701 127th St. Ul5s
A7-11
Gas City NW corner Wood Ul6
/127th St, A7-11
Earl Schieb Auto SW corner Page ut7
/127th Street A7-11
Shell Station NE corner Ul8
Marshfield/127th St. A7-11
Amoco Station NW corner Ashland Ul19
/127th St. A7-11
Mobil Station NE corner Ashland L20 912197
/127th St. A7-11
Clark Oil 1301 127th St. L21 902861
A7-12
Greenside Auto & 1127 127th St. u22
Truck Repair AT7-12
0Ol1d Gas Station SW corner Halsted U23
/127th St. A7-12
0Ol1d Gas Station SE corner Halsted U224
/127th St. A7-12
0Old Gas Station NW corner Yale U325
/127th St. A7-13
Old Gas Station NW corner U26
Wentworth/127th St. A7-13
Old Gas Station NE corner u27
Wentworth/127th St. A7-13
Auto Repair Shop NW corner u28
Michigan/127th St. A7-13
0Old Gas Station SW corner Torrence U29
/130th St. A7-18
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Ford Motor
Company

NW corner Torrence
/130th St.

—

L30
A7-18

CERCLIS Sites
IL 83/127th St./130th St.

Manufacturing Brass | 3450 W. 127th St. C13
& Aluminum A7-09
Foundry Corp.

Ford Motor NW corner Torrence C31
Compan /130th St. A7-18
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Table 1-2

Significant Buildings and Sites
IL 83/127th St./130th St.

I & M Natural Heritage Corridor Lake
Katherine Nature Preserve

Drive

Name Location Exhibit
Churches
St. Isadores Catholic Church SW comer Wood/127th St. A7-11
Unknown 1 block south of 127th Street, on Halsted A7-12
Christ Everlasting Church Between Wentworth & State St., on North side A7-13
St. Peters Church Between Wentworth & State St., on North side A7-13
Schools
Chicago Christian High School SE corner Oak Park/127th Street A7-05
Trinity College 1 block east of Chicago Christian H.S. A7-05
Eisenhower High School SE corner Kedzie/127th Street A7-09
i Fridtjot Nanson Public School SE comer Lowe/127th Street AT7-12
";a F. Aldridge School West edge of Altgeld Gardens A7-15
Parks
Memorial Park SW corner 76th/127th Street A7-03
Austin View Park SE corner Austin/127th Street A7-06
Alsip Park District 2 blocks north of 127th Street, on Kostner A7-08
Apollo Park 2 blocks north of 127th Street, on Kostner A7-08
Commissioners Park 1 block north of 127th Street, on Kedzie A7-09
Memorial Park SW comner Highland/127th Street A7-10
Unknown SW corner RR/127th Street A7-11
Unknown SE corner RR/127th Street A7-11
Eberhart Park SE corner Eberhart/130th Street A7-15
Other
Americana of Palos Heights Healthcare | NE quadrant of Norfolk & Western RR & AT-03
Center College Drive
1 block north of IL Route 83 on Parliament A7-04




Well House or reservoir 2 blocks east of Central Ave, N. Side A7-06
Historical Home (Plaque) 2620 127th St. A7-10
Burr Oak Christian Center 12654 127th St., NW Corner Maple/127th A7-10
Vanderburg Funeral Home SW Quadrant Western/127th St. A7-10
Nursing Home SW Quadrant Wester/127th St. A7-10
Calumet Park Public Library NW corner Laflin/127th Street A7-11
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Table I-3

Sources of Environmental and Land Use Data

IL 83/127th St./130th St.

Item

Data Source

Park Land and Other Open Space

[llinois Nature Preserves 1987-1988 Report and 1992
Update, Illinois Nature Preserves Commission

Cook County Forest Preserve Maps

Distribution of Federally Listed Threatened, Endangered,
and Proposed Species of Illinois

Visual Survey 7/94

Field Reconnaissance 7/94

Wetlands

National Wetlands Inventory Map: United States
Department of the Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service

Field Reconnaissance 7/94

Floodplains

FIRM, Flood Insurance Rate Map; Federal Emergency
Management Agency

FLOODWAY, Flood Boundary and Floodway Map; U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development

Hazardous Materials

Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation
and Liability Act Information System (CERCLIS) Listing
1/94; U.S. EPA Superfund Program

Leaking Underground Storage Tank Listing (LUST),
1/94; Iilinois Department of Transportation,
Environmental Division Files

Historic Sites

The National Register of Historic Places 1990; U.S.
Department of the Interior

Cultural and Historical Inventory, Cook County 1993

Field Reconnaissance 7/94
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EXISTING ROADWAY CONDITIONS

Introduction

As part of the planning process, the SRA project study includes a detailed evaluation of the
existing roadway conditions. Physical characteristics of the route are discussed including cross-
sections, roadway structures, and other geometric concerns. In addition, aspects of traffic flow
and operations such as ADT, accident rates, and parking are examined. Finally, public transit
issues including bus and rail service operating along and intersecting the corridor are evaluated.

Segment 1- U.S. Route 45 to IL Route 43 (Harlem Ave.)
Exhibits B7-01 through B7-04

Segment 1 begins at the interchange of U.S. Route 45 and IL Route 83. It passes through Palos
Park and Palos Heights, ending at IL Route 43 (Harlem Avenue). Both U.S. Route 45 and IL
Route 43 are SRA routes.

Physical Characteristics

IL Route 83 (Cal Sag Road) in this segment is a two lane roadway with shoulders and roadside
open drainage. There is no median in this segment. However there are left turn lanes at several
of the intersections. The existing right-of-way is typically 100 feet, but it does narrow to 83 feet
between IL Route 7 and the N&W Railroad.

There are three structures in this segment of IL Route 83. These are SN-1 over U.S. Route 45,
SN-2 over Mill Creek near U.S. Route 45 and SN-3 carrying the N&W R.R. over IL Route 83.
The roadway section through the N&W R.R. consists of two 11 foot lanes. This structure also
has substandard clearance of 14’-1".

Traffic Control, Operations, and Safety

The existing average daily traffic on IL Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street in this segment
ranges from 11,200 to 18,700 vehicles per day. The speed limit is 50 miles per hour from U.S.
Route 45 to 83rd Street, 45 miles per hour from 83rd Street to IL Route 7, and 40 miles per hour
from IL Route 7 to IL Route 43. There are no identified high accident locations in the segment.
There are six signalized intersections in the segment at an average spacing of 0.7 miles. There
is no on-street parking along this segment.

Public Transportation

There is no public transportation service throughout this segment.
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Segment 2 - IL Route 43 (Harlem Ave.) to 127th Street
Exhibits B7-04 through B7-06

Segment 2 begins at the intersection of IL Route 43 (Harlem Avenue). It passes through Palos
Heights and Alsip ending at 127th Street. IL Route 43 (Harlem Avenue) is also an intersecting
SRA Route.

Physical Characteristics

Segment 2 is a two lane roadway with shoulders and roadside open drainage. There is no median
in this segment. However there are turn lanes at several of the intersections. The existing right-
of-way throughout this segment varies 90 feet to 195 feet, but typically is 100 feet.

Traffic Control, Operations and Safety

The existing average daily traffic on IL Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street in this segment
ranges from 15,400 to 18,700 vehicles per day. The speed limit is 40 miles per hour. There are
no identified high accident locations in the section. There are three signalized intersections in
the section at an average spacing of 1.25 miles. There is no on-street parking along this segment.

Public Transportation

PACE Bus Routes 386 and 383 service this segment of IL Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th street.
Bus stop locations are shown on Exhibits B7-04 through B7-06.

Segment 3 - IL Route 83 to Kedzie Avenue
Exhibits B7-07 through B7-09

Segment 3 begins at the intersection of 127th Street and IL Route 83 and continues along 127th
Street to Kedzie Avenue. This segment passes through Crestwood and Alsip. The segment is
intersected by IL Route 50 (Cicero Avenue), an SRA Route.

Physical Characteristics

Within this segment the roadway west of Crawford/ Pulaski consists of four lanes separated by
a 12 foot median with turn lanes. Curb and gutter and an enclosed system provide drainage.
East of Crawford/ Pulaski the roadway is also four lanes but in this area the lanes are separated
by a 16 foot median. Drainage is accomplished by use of curb and gutter and an enclosed
system. The existing right-of-way varies from 66 feet to 165 feet. However the right-of-way
around the B&O.C.T. Railroad increases greatly between 220 feet to 270 feet.
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There are five structures in this segment of 127th Street. These are SN-4 over the tributary of
the Cal Sag Channel, SN-5 (016-0570) over the Cal Sag Channel, SN-6 over the 1-294 off ramp.
SN-7 over 1-294, and SN-8 (016-2511) carrying the B&O C.T. R.R. over 127th Street.

Traffic Control, Operations, and Safety

The existing average daily traffic on IL 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street in this segment varies from
26,800 to 27,800 vehicles per day. The speed limit west of Cicero Avenue is 45 miles per hour
while east of Cicero Avenue the speed limit is 40 miles per hour. There are six signalized
intersections in the segment at an average spacing of 0.55 miles. The intersection of 127th Street,
Cicero Avenue and the Tri-State Tollway has been identified as the highest accident location in
the State of Illinois by the IDOT High Accident Location Identification System. There is no on-
street parking along this segment.

Public Transportation

PACE Bus Routes 386 and 877 service this segment of 127th Street. Bus stop locations are
shown on Exhibits B7-06 through B7-09.

Segment 4 - Kedzie Avenue to 130th Street
Exhibits B7-09 through B7-14

Segment 4 begins at Kedzie Avenue and runs easterly to Indiana Avenue then southerly along
Indiana Avenue to 130th Street. It passes through Blue Island, Calumet Park and the City of
Chicago. The segment intersects one other SRA, Western Avenue.

Physical Characteristics

From Kedzie Avenue to Irving Avenue this segment consists of four lanes with no median.
There is curb and gutter, enclosed drainage and sidewalks. There are two at-grade railroad
crossings east and west of California Avenue which have 24 freight trains per day on each track.
From Irving Avenue to Winchester Avenue the roadway is located on an embankment and bridge
over the railroad yard. The face of curb to face of curb width is 44 feet. At Winchester Avenue
the roadway returns to four lanes with no median. Curb and gutter, enclosed drainage and
sidewalks are again present up to Indiana Avenue. An at-grade railroad crossing is encountered
east of Winchester Avenue. The METRA Burr Oak Station is located at this crossing and there
are 21 passenger trains per day. There is an abandoned railroad east of Wallace Street. Indiana
Avenue from 127th Street to 130th Street is a 40 foot roadway which is being used as a two lane
road with shoulders and no median. Drainage is toward the Little Calumet River. The right-of-
way in this segment is very restrictive. The existing right-of-way varies from 66 feet to 106 feet

throughout this segment.
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There are two structures in this segment of 127th Street. These are SN-9 (180A-0101.1-150)
127th Street viaduct over the railroad yard and SN-10 over [-57.

Traffic Control, Operations, and Safety

The existing average daily traffic on IL Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street in this section varies
from 20,400 to 46,600 vehicles per day. The speed limit is 30 miles per hour. There are 16
signalized intersections in the segment at an average spacing of 0.31 miles. A new stop sign has
been installed at 127th Street and Indiana Avenue. There are no identified high accident
locations. On-street parking is prohibited along this segment.

Public Transportation

Pace Bus Routes 386, 359, 352 and CTA Bus Route 49A-349 service this segment of 127th
Street. The Burr Oak METRA train station is located at Lincoln and 127th. Bus stop locations
and the METRA train station are shown on Exhibits B7-09 through B7-14.

Segment S - Indiana Avenue to Torrence Avenue
Exhibits B7-15 through B7-18

Segment 5 begins at Indiana Avenue and continues east to Torrence Avenue. This segment is
located in the City of Chicago. Torrence Avenue is also designated an SRA.

Physical Characteristics

Within this segment the roadway consists of four lanes with a median width varying from 0 to
15.5 feet. There is curb and gutter and some sidewalk in the vicinity of the Ford Plant. The
roadway passes under the Illinois Central Gulf Railroad, crosses the Chicago & Eastern Illinois
Railroad at-grade, passes over the CSX Railroad and the Calumet Expressway, and crosses the
Calumet River. As the roadway approaches Torrence Avenue heavy congestion is encountered
due to the at-grade crossing of the CSX Railroad near the intersection of 130th Street and
Torrence Avenue. The existing right-of-way varies 83 feet to 150 feet in this segment.

There are five structures in this segment of 130th Street. These are SN-11 which carries the
[.C.G. R.R. over 130th Street, SN-12 (016-2434) which carries 130th Street over Cottage Grove
and the C.S.S. & S.B. electric and the K.&E. R.R.’s, SN-13 which carries 130th Street over 1-94,
SN-14 which carries 130th Street over the Calumet River and SN-15 which is used as a
pedestrian overpass between the Ford Motor Plant and the employee parking lot. The structure
at the I.C.G. R.R. has two separate 20 foot openings for the east and westbound traffic. The
structure also has a substandard clearance of 13.25”.
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Traffic Control, Operations, and Safety
The existing average daily traffic on IL Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street in this section varies
from 32,000 to 43,500 vehicles per day. The speed limit is 35 miles per hour. There are five

signalized intersections in the segment at an average spacing of 0.75 miles. There are no
identified high accident locations no on-street parking along this segment.

Public Transportation

PACE Bus Routes 353, 355, 358 service this segment of 130th Street. Bus stop locations are
shown on Exhibits B7-15 through B7-18.
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Table 11-1
Structure Inventory
Illinois Route 83/127th Street/130th Street

EXHIBIT IDOT OVER UNDER OVERHEAD | CLEAR | LENGTH | COMMENTS
LABEL NUMBER CLEARANCE | WIDTH
SN-1 U.S. Route 45 | N/A N/A 42°-10" 30 No Modification
Required
SN-2 Mill Creek N/A N/A N/A N/A No Modification
Required
SN-3 N/A N & WRR. | 14-1" 3r N/A Reconstruction
Required
SN-4 Cal Sag N/A N/A N/A N/A Modification
Tributary Required
SN-5 016-0570 Cal Sag N/A >16’-3" 24’24 609’ No Modification
Channel Required
SN-6 [-294 Off N/A N/A N/A N/A [.D.O.T. Phase |
Ramp Study
SN-7 1-294 N/A N/A N/A N/A 1.D.O.T. Phase I
Study
SN-8 016-2511 B& OCRR. [ NA 14.52° 40°/40° N/A No Modification
Required
SN-9 180A-0101.1- [ 127th Street N/A N/A 44’ N/A No Modification
150 Viaduct Required
SN-10 1-57 N/A N/A 90’ N/A No Modification
Required
SN-11 N/A ICGRR. 13.25° 20°/20° N/A New Structure
Required
SN-12 016-2434 CSS & SB N/A N/A 59° N/A No Modification
Electric R.R. Required
& K& E.RR.
SN-13 1-94 N/A N/A 93’ N/A No Modification
Required
SN-14 Calumet River | N/A >16’-3" 70’ N/A No Modification
Required
SN-15 Ford 15°-10" 106.9° 106’ No Modification
Pedestrian Required
Overpass

I1-6




Table 11-2
Accident Rates at Intersections
Illinois Route 83/127th Street/130th Street
Cross Street N-S ADT E-W ADT Number of Accidents Rate
1990 1991 1992
IL Rte 7 18900 14700 17 14 18 1.332
Harlem 18800 17200 15 22 25 1.573
LRidgeland 16700 15500 16 25 14 1.560
LCicero 36600 28500 (s 93 {01 4335
Pulaski 18700 27300 35 25 29 1.767
Kedzie 13300 24200 11 10 13 0.828
Western 15600 24100 16 22 16 1.242
Ashland 9400 23300 28 26 20 2.067
Halsted 15400 22300 80 66 113 6.274
State 14300 32300 10 21 16 0.921
Indiana 11800 34200 53 35 39 2.521
Ellis 1600 33000 31 36 40 2.824
Torrence 15500 32000 61 72 85 4.190
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Table 11-3

Accident Rates on Segments
Illinois Route 83/127th Street/130th Street

Segment Start Segment End Segment | ADT No. of Accidents Rate
Length
(mi) 1990 | 1991 1992

U.S. Route 45 IL Rte 7 1.408 11200 |16 20 13 2.838
IL Rte 7 Harlem Ave. 0.984 18700 |20 16 29 3.226
Harlem Ave. Ridgeland 1.011 15600 |58 53 59 9.845
Ridgeland Cicero 2.245 29200 |35 41 23 1.379
Cicero Pulaski 1.002 27800 | 74 56 39 5.541
Pulaski Kedzie 1.008 26800 |30 13 8 1.724
Kedzie Western 1.015 21600 |85 71 42 8.248
Western Ashland 0.995 26600 147 148 62 12.319
Ashland Halsted 1.074 24200 | 63 54 49 5.833
LHalsted State 0.988 27000 |90 48 60 6.779
State Indiana 0.605 30800 |32 36 73 6.911
Indiana Ellis 1.013 32400 | 110 96 114 8.905
Ellis Torrence 2.000 32000 | 87 90 Ll22 4.267
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Table 114
Sources of Data for Traffic and Transportation Characteristics
Illinois Route 83/127th Street/130th Street

Item Data Source

Traffic Volumes

. Average Daily Traffic USDOT Office of Planning and Programming,
1989 Traffic Map, Cook County

. Intersection Turming Movement Counts Illinois Department of Transportation, Office of
Planning & Programming, Planning Services
Section, Roadway Scope Report

Accidents Illinois Department of Transportation, Office of
Planning & Programming, Planning Services
Section, Roadway Scope Report

Transit

. Routes Metra
Pace
CTA

Traffic Control

. Signalized Intersection Locations Field Reconnaissance

. Other Traffic Control

Cross Section

. Lane Widths and Arrangements As-Built Plans

. Shoulder Widths lllinois Department of Transportation, Office of
Planning & Programming, Planning Services
Section, Roadway Scope Report

. Type of Section Field Reconnaissance

Right-of-Way 1llinois Department of Transportation, Office of
Planning & Programming, Planning Services
Section, Roadway Scope Report
As-Built Plans, Sidwell Maps

Curb/Roadside Use

. Parking Field Reconnaissance

. Bus and Loading Zones

Structures Illinois Department of Transportation, Office of

Planning & Programming, Planning Services
Section, Roadway Scope Report

Other Features

[llinois Department of Transportation, Office of
Planning & Programming, Planning Services
Section, Roadway Scope Report

Field Reconnaissance

—
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CORRIDOR PLANNING FRAMEWORK

Long-range planning for the Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street SRA corridor takes into
account many factors. These factors include adjacent land use, route type, community concerns,
public transit, proposed development, and the SRA design concept. The ultimate plan will be an
attempt to develop a balance between all of these design considerations to best address the
transportation needs of the region.

This chapter outlines the planning considerations that influenced the recommended improvements
for the Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street corridor. A summary of the planning
framework issues follows:

. Functional Classification
. SRA route design considerations and characteristics
. Long-range forecasts of highway traffic activity along Illinois Route 83/ 127th

Street/ 130th Street

. Other planned transportation improvements within, crossing, or near the Illinois
Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street corridor

. Long-range land use plans for the communities along Illinois Route 83/ 127th
Street/ 130th Street

. Existing safety and traffic operational problems along Illinois Route 83/ 127th
Street/ 130th Street

. Existing environmental conditions and constraints
. Community concerns, interests, and attitudes

The concept for Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street was developed after compiling the
information mentioned above and includes the following recommendations:

. The number of continuous through lanes in each direction along Illinois Route 83/
127th Street/ 130th Street

. Locations of signalized intersections
. Locations and specifications of special intersections
. A general discussion of access management

II-1



. The need for and locations of special or unique highway solutions
Functional Classification

The Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street corridor is classified as both suburban and urban
routes; suburban from U.S. Route 45 to Crawford Avenue (Pulaski Road) and urban from
Crawford Avenue (Pulaski Road) to Torrence Avenue. According to the Design Concept Report:
the desirable suburban cross section is two continuous lanes in each direction, separated by a
raised median for access control (See Figure I1I-1), and the desirable urban cross section is two
continuous lanes in each direction, separated by a painted median to a double yellow line (See
Figure I11-2).

Route Design Considerations

The Design Concept Report provides desirable cross sections for each type of SRA route.
Included are the number and widths of lanes, required right-of-way, and median requirements.

According to the Design Concept Report a suburban SRA requires 120 to 150 feet of right-of-
way and an urban SRA requires 83 to 86 feet of right-of-way. The lllinois Route 83/ 127th
Street/ 130th Street corridor has a minimum of 100 feet of right-of-way throughout the suburban
section so the desirable suburban SRA cross section is not possible. The Illinois Route 83/ 127th
Street/ 130th Street corridor has a minimum of 66 feet, typically 100 feet, of right-of-way
throughout the urban section so the desirable urban SRA cross section is not possible. This right-
of-way width through the suburban section provides for two through lanes in either direction
separated by a median 18 feet wide. The right-of-way width through the urban section provides
for two through lanes in either direction separated by a 0 feet to 16 feet median. Full listings
of desirable suburban and urban SRA characteristics appear in Tables III-1 and III-3. The
Suburban and Urban SRA Roadway Design Criteria appear in Tables I1I-2 and I1I-4.

Modifications to the desirable suburban and urban cross sections have been developed for this
corridor and are presented in the Recommended Improvement section of this report.

The 2010 Transportation Network

There is an interchange at the beginning of the corridor with U.S. Route 45. The north-south
Tollway, Interstate 294, has an interchange in the middle of the corridor. Interstate 57 has an
interchange on 127th Street in the middle of the corridor. Interstate 94 has an interchange toward
the eastern end of the corridor. The main purpose of the Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th
Street SRA corridor, in conjunction with the other SRA routes in the area, is to supplement and
provide access to the three interstates.

The Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street SRA corridor is intersected by five SRA routes.
At the western terminus of the Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street corridor it is crossed
by the U.S. Route 45 corridor from Subset 2. At the intersection of Harlem Avenue (Illinois
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Route 43), Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street is crossed by the Harlem Avenue corridor
from Subset 3. At the intersection of Cicero Avenue (Illinois Route 50), Illinois Route 83/ 127th
Street/ 130th Street is crossed by the Cicero Avenue corridor from Subset 5. At the intersection
of Western Avenue, Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street is crossed by the Western
Avenue corridor from Subset 2. At the eastern terminus of the Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/
130th Street corridor it is crossed by the Torrence Avenue corridor from Subset 4.

There are two parallel SRA routes in the vicinity of [llinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street.
To the north is the 95th Street SRA route and to the south is the 159th Street (U.S. Route 6)
SRA route. There are five major north-south routes in the area to accommodate the regional
traffic flow.

2010 Traffic Models

CATS provided Boyer Engineering Ltd. with raw travel demand model output for the years 1990
and 2010. The model runs for this study assumed full buildout of all proposed SRA routes to
SRA design standards. The 2010 transportation network assumptions are, however, consistent
with CAT’S 2010 Transportation System Development (TSD) Plan Update in all other respects.
The data was modified by Boyer Engineering Ltd., in consultation with CATS, to produce the
2010 forecasts shown in this report.

The existing (1990) ADT and the projected (2010) ADT can be found in Table III-5.
Other Corridor Planning Activities

Roadway Improvements

Planning information was obtained from IDOT, CATS, Cook County, and the surrounding
communities.

City and Village Comprehensive Plans

Villages and cities along [llinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street provided comprehensive
plans detailing information on local transportation plans, zoning maps, and community objectives.

Transit Improvements

The Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street corridor has limited existing transit, mostly
concentrated at the western and eastern ends. Railroad commuter rail link crossing the central
portion of the corridor. Transit in this corridor is exclusively Pace and CTA routes. The Future
Agenda for Suburban Transportation, published jointly by Metra and Pace, was reviewed for

planning impacts.
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Future Land Use and Development

Future Conditions

Current land use trends along the Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street corridor are
expected to remain similar in the future. Based on; the mature commercial region and the forest
preserve land at the western end, the mature commercial/residential in the middle portion, and
the mature industrial regions in the eastern end, only sporadic growth is foreseeable.

Planning Framework and Recommendations

The planning framework was used to determine the best possible alternates for the Illinois Route
83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street corridor. Applying the information obtained from the communities,
counties, and other agencies to the planning framework criteria lead to the recommended
improvements discussed in the next chapter. The topics discussed in the next chapter include
cross section and geometrics, operations, access management, public transit, and short term
alternates.

Cross Section and Geometrics
This section is a discussion of the number and width of through lanes, median type and width,

shoulder descriptions, intersection configurations, and intersection signalization. In addition,
topics such as structure modifications and additional structures are examined.

Operations

The operations section contains information pertaining to projected traffic volume, proposed speed
limit, and predicted capacity and level of service. This section also examines accident rates and
contains general solutions for areas indicated as high accident locations.

Access Management

Since vehicles entering and leaving the SRA route will have a large impact on the flow of traffic,
access management plays an important role. This section discusses methods used to coordinate
access for vehicles entering and leaving the corridor.

Public Transit

This section contains recommendations concerning public transit. Techniques associated with
mass transit which may be applicable to suburban or urban situations are evaluated. Bus and rail
service enhancements as well as pedestrian and bicycle accessibility are considered with the
objectives of the SRA system.
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Short Term Alternates

Any improvement that is a low cost method of enhancing the flow of traffic on the SRA route
is considered in this section. = Examples include access management, traffic signal
installation/removal, and signal coordination.
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Table 111-1
2010 Desirable Route Characteristics
Suburban Strategic Regional Arterial

Right-of-Way Width 120°-150°
Level of Service (Peak Hour)/Design Speed  C or D / 45 mph

Number of Through Lanes 3 in each direction; 12’ width

Median Width 18" - 48°, raised

Right Turns Turn lanes at all major intersections

Left Turns Dual left turn lanes at all major intersections
Shoulders Where appropriate, 10° width paved

Curbs Yes, with 2’ gutters

Parking Not recommended

Cross Street Intersections Signals with collectors and arterials

New local roads, right-in/right-out only

Curb Cut Access Consolidate access Points at 500’ Spacing
with cross easements

Transit Bus turnouts, signs and shelters. Express
bus service only. Signal preemption and
HOV potential.

Number of Traffic Signals Per Mile 4 maximum

Signalization Synchronization with pedestrian actuation
where needed.

Freight: Radii Vertical Clearances WB-55 typical/WB-60 Type II truck route.
New structures: 16°-3"

Existing structures:  14°-6"

Railroads Evaluate the need for a grade-separation at
all railroads

Loading Off-street loading
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Table 1lI-2

Suburban SRA Roadway Design Criteria

Horizontal Alignment

Minimum Design Speed

Minimum Stopping Sight Distance
Minimum Radius Horizontal Curve
Maximum Degree of Curvature
Maximum Superelevation

Minimum Length of Superelevation

- Six Lane Section

- Four Lane With Small Probability of
Six Lanes

Horizontal Clearance

45 mph
325°
740°

7° 45°
4%

234
192’

27

Vertical Alignment

Maximum Grades
Length Crest Vertical Curve
Length Sag Vertical Curve

Vertical Clearance
(Minimum New Construction)

Vertical Clearance
(Minimum Reconstruction)

*

6%

Compatible with design speed
Compatible with design speed
167-3"

147-6"

‘Adapted from SKA 5e51gn ﬁoncept ﬁeport, OB & A, Inc.
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Table Hi-3
2010 Desirable Route Characteristics
Urban Strategic Regional Arterial

Right-of Way Width 107°-110"*
Level of Service (Peak Hour)/Design Speed C or D / 45 mph

Number of Through Lanes 2 in each direction; 12 width desirable
11 width minimum

Bicycle Accommodation 13 outside lane desirable

Median Width 14’ desirable, 11° minimum

Right Turns Yes, in curb lane

Left Turns Permitted along entire length of arterial

Shoulders Not applicable

Curbs Yes, with 1 - 2° gutters

Sidewalks Yes, 10’ width when adjacent to curb

Parking Not recommended, replace with off-street
parking**

Cross Street Intersections Signals with arterials and collectors

Curb Cut Access Right-in/Right-out preferred

Transit Bus/HOV lanes in peak hours***;

Local bus service with sign, shelters, and
signal preemption potential

Number of Traffic Signals Per Mile 4 are desirable

Signalization Synchronization network with pedestrian
actuation where needed

Freight: Vertical Clearance 14°-6"

Loading Loading zone with peak hour restrictions or
alley loading

*83° - 86 where bus/HOV lanes are not provided
**where criteria and conditions of Section 4.3 are met
***where criteria and conditions of Section 4.4 are met
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Table 1114
Urban SRA Roadway Design Criteria

Horizontal Alignment

Minimum Design Speed
Minimum Stopping Sight Distance

Minimum Radius Horizontal Curve

Maximum Degree of Curvature
Maximum Superelevation

Minimum Length of Superelevation

- Transition for 4 Lanes w/12’-14° Flush
Median

- Transition for 4 Lanes w/12°-14’ Flush
Median and HOV lanes

Horizontal Clearance

35 mph
225°

415’ w/normal crown
345" w/S.E. = 4%

14° 30’
4%

231°

309°

2’

Vertical Alignment

Maximum Grades
‘Length Crest Vertical Curve
Length Sag Vertical Curve

Vertical Clearance
(Minimum New Construction)

Vertical Clearance
(Minimum Reconstruction)

7%

Compatible with design speed
Compatible with design speed
16’-3"

14°-6"

X Adapted from SRA Des]gn-Concept Report, AB & A, Inc.
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Table 1lI-5

Existing and Projected Average Daily Traffic
IL Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street

LOCATION 1990 ADT (vpd) | 2010 ADT (vpd)

Illinois Route 83
U.S. Route 45 to Illinois Route 7 11200 12000
[llinois Route 7 to Harlem Avenue 18700 28000
[Harlem Avenue to Ridgeland 15600 27000
Ridgeland to Central 15400 30000
Central to 127th Street 18700 35000
127th Street
[llinois Route 83 to Cicero Avenue 29200 37000
Cicero Avenue to Pulaski 27800 33000
Pulaski to Kedzie 26800 32000

edzie to Western 21600 32000
'Western to Vincennes 39500 37000
'Vincennes to I-57 West Ramps 22600 37000
-57 West Ramps to I-57 East Ramps 34800 37000
[-57 East Ramps to Ashland 46600 31000
|Ashland to Halsted 24200 31000
Halsted to Vermont 20400 35000
[Vermont to State Street 30800 35000
Indiana Avenue
State Street to Indiana Avenue 37500 44000
130th Street
Indiana Avenue to Ellis Avenue 32400 35000

llis Avenue to 1-94 33600 35000
1-94 to Stony Island 43500 39000
Stony Island to Torrence Avenue _ 32000 32000
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RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS

Segment 1 - U.S. Route 45 to IL Route 43 (Harlem Avenue)
Exhibits C7-01 through C7-04

Segment | begins at the interchange of U.S. Route 45 and IL Route 83. It passes through Palos
Park and Palos Heights, ending at IL Route 43 (Harlem Avenue). Both U.S. Route 45 and IL
Route 43 are SRA routes.

ALTERNATE 1

Cross Section and Geometrics

The recommended cross section from U.S. Route 45 to 86th Street consists of four 12 foot lanes,
a 4 foot wide painted median, and 10 foot shoulders with open ditch drainage. From 86th Street
to IL Route 43 (Harlem Avenue) the recommended cross section consists of four 12 foot lanes
and a 14 foot wide flush median to allow access to the residences on the south side. The four
lane proposed SRA section is transitioned into the existing two lane section at U.S. Route 45.

Intersection improvements will be necessary at major intersections to accommodate projected
traffic demand. At the intersection of U.S. Route 45 west ramps no improvements necessary.
At the intersection of U.S. Route 45 east ramps no improvements necessary. At the intersection
of Kean Avenue provide a left turn lane westbound. At the intersection of 86th Avenue provide
an exclusive left turn lane westbound. At the intersection of Highwood Drive provide an
exclusive left turn lane westbound.

At the intersection of 119th Street provide separate left turn lanes, a through lane and a shared
through/ right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north leg will consist of a separate left turn
lane and shared through/ right turn lane. The south leg will consist of a shared left/ through/
right turn lane.

At the intersection of IL Route 7 (Southwest Highway) provide separate left turn lanes, two
through lanes and a separate right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north-south legs will
consist of separate left turn lanes, a through lane and a shared through/ right turn lane. The
southeast leg will consist of a shared left/ through/ right turn lane.

At the intersection of 76th Avenue provide separate left turn lanes, two through lanes and a

separate right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north-south legs will consist of a shared left/
through/ right turn lane.
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At the non signalized intersection of 75th Street provide exclusive left turn lanes on the east-west
legs of the intersection. Future studies may indicate a need for signalization.

The intersection of IL Route 83 and Harlem Avenue (IL Route 43) is a major intersection of two
SRA Routes. At the intersection of Harlem Avenue (IL Route 43) provide dual left turn lanes
and two through lanes on all four legs of the intersection. Provide separate right turn lanes on
the east, west, and south legs of the intersection. Provide a shared right turn lane on the north
leg of the intersection as this movement is duplicated by the diagonal southwest highway cut off.
This will require an additional 12 foot of right-of-way for the right turn lanes. This additional
right-of-way will be taken from a car dealership in the northeast quadrant, Radio Shack in the
southeast quadrant, and a restaurant parking lot in the southwest quadrant.

To accommodate the proposed roadway cross section, it will be necessary to modify the existing
structure over Mill Creek. To accommodate the proposed roadway cross section it will be
necessary to reconstruct the structure carrying the N&W R.R. over IL Route 83 near IL Route
7. The existing substandard vertical clearance and approach alignment at this railroad structure
will also require modification to meet SRA standards.

The recommended right-of-way is typically 100 feet in this segment. The existing right-of-way
is sufficient with the exception of two areas. In the area of IL Route 7 (Southwest Highway),
the amount of right-of-way to be acquired is 17 feet. Right-of-way will also be required at the
intersection of Harlem Avenue and IL Route 83 for intersection improvements.

Operations

Based on the traffic model, the 2010 forecast ADT for this segment is between 12,000 vpd to
20,000 vpd. The recommended speed limit is 50 miles per hour to 86th, 45 miles per hour to
IL Route 7, and 40 miles per hour to Harlem Avenue.

A capacity analysis was performed for this segment of Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th
Street by applying the forecast ADT to the recommended model. The result of this analysis
shows that a level of service of "B" can be achieved for both eastbound and westbound traffic.

There are no high accident locations in this segment.

Access Management

Although areas where access consolidation may be appropriate are identified in this report, local
agencies will be responsible for taking the lead role in implementing zoning and access policies
which are consistent with the SRA planning report. From 86th Avenue to IL Route 43 (Harlem
Avenue) the proposed flush median will allow full access to existing residences and businesses.
No parking is recommended on this segment of IL Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street.
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Public Transit
There is no public transportation service throughout this segment.

Short Term Alternates

Short term improvements for this segment of 1llinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street include
the modifications to IL Route 7 intersection and the N& W R.R. Structure. Constructing the left
turn lanes at 86th Street, Highwood Drive, and 75th Street before the rest of the four lane
corridor section will also increase traffic flow on the existing two lane section of roadway.

Concerns related to ALTERNATE 1

- With wetlands along IL Route 83, special measures will be required to protect them.

- Widening needs to be kept to four lanes through many of the communities.

- Additional right-of-way will be required to improve the roadway section through the
N&W R.R.

- The proposed flush median from 86th Avenue to Harlem Avenue does not provide access
control.

ALTERNATE 2

Alternate 1 is recommended as a way to minimize residential and Forest Preserve impacts while
providing the minimum four lanes and left and right turn lanes to facilitate traffic flow.
Providing four lanes with an 18 foot flush median and curb and gutter on the outside lanes from
U.S. 45 to 86th Street was dropped due to the 50 mph speed limit between U.S. 45 and 86th
Street and the resulting impacts to the Forest Preserve. A 14 foot flush median and four 12 foot
lanes could be provided with an enclosed drainage system and by lowering the speed limit to 45
mph. If greater control of access is desired, an 18 foot barrier median could be used from 86th
Street to IL Route 43, but with greater resulting impacts.

ALTERNATE 3

An option to provide four 12 foot lanes and to maintain open ditch flow along IL Route 83 was
dropped. To provide for an 18 foot median, four 12 foot lanes, 10 foot shoulders, 3 foot deep
ditches with 4:1 foreslopes and backslopes with a minimum 2 foot bottom would require a
minimum of 138 feet of right-of-way. This additional 38 feet of right-of-way taken would
impact both the Forest Preserve and the existing residences and businesses along the corridor.
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Segment 2 - IL Route 43 (Harlem Ave.) to 127th Street
Exhibits C7-04 through C7-06

Segment 2 begins at the intersection of IL Route 43 (Harlem Avenue). It passes through Palos
Heights and Alsip ending at 127th Street. IL Route 43 (Harlem Avenue) is also an intersecting
SRA Route.

ALTERNATE 1

Cross Section and Geometrics

The recommended cross section in Segment 2 is similar to the cross section of Segment 1. It will
consist of four 12 foot lanes and a 14 foot wide flush median which will allow access to the
residences and businesses in this segment.

Intersection improvements will be necessary at major intersections to accommodate projected
traffic demand. At the intersection of Ridgeland Avenue provide separate left turn lanes, two
through lanes and a separate right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north-south legs will
consist of separate left turn lanes, a through lane and a shared through/ right turn lane. At the
intersection of Austin Avenue provide a left turn lane westbound.

At the intersection of Central Avenue, Cook County has a study to extend Central Avenue to the
north, across the Cal-Sag Channel. A signal should then be installed at this location and
provisions made for separate left turn lanes with two through lanes on all legs. Further studies
would warrant whether separate or shared right turn lanes would be warranted at this intersection.

At the intersection of 127th Street and IL Route 83 the SRA route turns to follow 127th Street
east. At this intersection provide dual left turn lanes, a through lane and a through/ right turn
lane on the north leg. The east leg consists of a separate left turn lane, two through lanes, and
a separate right turn lane. The west leg consists of a separate left turn lane, a through lane and
a shared through/ right turn lane. The south leg consists of a separate left turn lane, a through
lane and a shared through/ right turn lane. To accommodate the proposed intersection geometrics
it will be necessary to modify the drainage structure carrying the tributary to the Cal Sag Channel
under the intersection of IL Route 83 and 127th Street. To minimize the impact to the
commercial gas station in the northwest quadrant the additional lanes required to provide dual left
turns should be acquired from the northeast side of IL Route 83, where there is 75.5 feet of right-
of-way, by tapering the lanes.

The existing right-of-way in the section is 100 feet. Minimal right-of-way will be necessary in

this segment if the lanes are shifted to the northeast side of IL Route 83 for the intersection
improvements at IL. Route 83 and 127th Street..
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Operations

Based on the traffic model, the 2010 forecast ADT for this segment is between 27.000 vpd to
35,000 vpd. The recommended speed limit is 40 miles per hour.

A capacity analysis was performed for this segment of Illinois Route 83/ [27th Street/ 130th
Street by applying the forecast ADT to the recommended model. The result of this analysis
shows that a level of service of "C" can be achieved for both eastbound and westbound traffic.

There are no high accident locations in this segment.

Access Management

Although areas where access consolidation may be appropriate are identified in this report, local
agencies will be responsible for taking the lead role in implementing zoning and access policies
which are consistent with the SRA planning report. The proposed flush median will provide
access to residences and businesses in this segment while still allowing the separation of traffic
for turning movements. Additional access control is recommended through the use of Cul-de-
Sacs at the following streets; 71st Court and at Nagle Avenue between Harlem Avenue and
Ridgeland Avenue. Additional access control is recommended through the use of right-in/right-
outs at the following streets; 70th Court, 69th Court, and 68th Court between Harlem Avenue and
Ridgeland Avenue and at Massasoit and Parkside between Ridgeland Avenue and 127th Street.
Cul-de-Sacs and right-in/right-out movements are recommended to consolidate the traffic where
grid pattern streets exist. No parking is recommended on this segment of IL Route 83/ 127th
Street/ 130th Street.

Public Transit

PACE bus routes 386 and 383 service this segment. Priority signal preempticn is recommended,
and bus turnouts should be constructed where right-of-way is available.

Short Term Alternates

Short term improvements for this segment of Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street include
development of a left turn lane at Austin Avenue.

Concerns related to ALTERNATE 1

- With wetlands along IL Route 83, special measures will be required to protect them.
- Additional right-of-way will be required at 127th Street.

- The proposed flush median does not provide access control.

- Potential LUST sites are located along IL Route §3.
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ALTERNATE 2

Alternate 1 is recommended as a way of providing the minimum four lanes and a left turn lane
to facilitate traffic flow, while maintaining access to area residences and businesses. If greater
control of access is desired, the proposed 14 foot flush median can be changed to an 18 foot
barrier median type throughout the segment, but with greater resulting impacts.

Segment 3 - IL Route 83 to Kedzie Avenue
Exhibit C7-07 through C7-09

Segment 3 begins at the intersection of 127th Street and IL Route 83 and continues along 127th
Street to Kedzie Avenue. This segment passes through Crestwood and Alsip. The segment is
intersected by IL Route 50 (Cicero Avenue), an SRA Route, which is under a Phase I Study at
[.D.O.T. An SRA omission is shown for this area at [L Route 50.

ALTERNATE 1

Cross Section and Geometrics

For Segment 3, it is recommended to maintain the existing roadway cross section. Beginning at
IL Route 83 the cross section consists of four 12 foot lanes and a 12 foot painted median to
Crawford/ Pulaski. To add the 12 foot painted median between Matchline C7-07 and Crawford/
Pulaski Road, it will be required to hold the north edge of the roadway. From Crawford/ Pulaski
to Kedzie Avenue the cross section consists of four 12 foot lanes and a 16 foot median. Structure
number 016-05700 will not require modification to carry the proposed roadway cross section over
the Cal Sag Channel by reducing the proposed 12 foot median to a 4 foot concrete type 3 or 4
existing median across the structure.

The intersection of Cicero Avenue and 127th Street is a major intersection of two SRA routes
and there is an ongoing study of geometrics at Cicero Avenue/ 127th Street and the Tri-State
Tollway.

At the intersection of Kostner Avenue provide separate left turn lanes, two through lanes and a
separate right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north-south legs consist of a shared left/
through/ right turn lane. Five feet of right-of-way will need to be purchased near the southeast
quadrant of Kenneth/ Kostner Avenue to provide a separate right turn lane.

At the intersection of Crawford/Pulaski Avenue provide separate left turn lanes, two through lanes

and a separate right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north-south legs consist of separate left
turn lanes, a through lane and a shared through/ right turn lane.
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At the intersection of Wireton Road provide a separate left turn lane and two through lanes on
the east leg. The west leg consists of two through lanes and a separate right turn lane. The south
leg consists of a separate left turn lane and a separate right turn lane.

At the intersection of Kedzie Avenue provide separate left turn lanes, two through lanes and a
separate right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north-south legs consist of a separate left turn
lane, a through lane and a shared through/ right turn lane.

The existing right-of-way in this segment varies from 66 feet to 270 feet and shall be maintained.
Three feet of right-of-way will need to be purchased near the northeast quadrant of Keeler
Avenue where the existing right-of-way narrows to 30 feet on the north side of 127th Street.
Five feet of right-of-way will need to be purchased in the southwest quadrant of Kenneth Avenue
to provide a separate right turn lane. Five feet of right-of-way will also need to be purchased
in the northeast quadrant of Kedzie Avenue to provide a separate right turn lane.

Operations

Based on the traffic model, the 2010 forecast ADT for this segment is between 32,000 vpd to
37,000 vpd. The recommended speed limit is 45 miles per hour west of Cicero Avenue and 40
miles per hour east of Cicero Avenue.

A capacity analysis was performed for this segment of Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th
Street by applying the forecast ADT to the recommended model. The result of this analysis
shows that a level of service of "C" can be achieved for both eastbound and westbound traffic.

There are two high accident locations in this segment; at Cicero Avenue and Crawford/ Pulaski
Avenue.

Access Management

Although areas where access consolidation may be appropriate are identified in this report, local
agencies will be responsible for taking the lead role in implementing zoning and access policies
which are consistent with the SRA planning report. The areas of existing painted and mountable
medians will continue to provide access to residences and businesses in this segment while still
allowing the separation of traffic for turning movements. No parking is recommended on this
segment of IL Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street.

Public Transit

PACE bus routes 386 and 877 provide service to this segment. Priority signal preemption is
recommended, and bus turnouts should be constructed where right-of-way is available.
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Short Term Alternates

Short term improvements for this segment of Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street include
intersection improvements which are consistent with the recommended SRA intersection
improvements found in this report for: Kostner Avenue, Crawford/Pulaski Avenue, Wireton Road,
and Kedzie Avenue.

Concerns related to ALTERNATE 1

- The intersection of Cicero Avenue, 127th Street and the Tri-State Tollway is a high
accident location.

- The intersection of Crawford / Pulaski and 127th Street is a high accident location.

- Additional right-of-way will be required.

- Potential LUST sites are located long 127th Street.

- The existing 12 foot painted median does not provide access control.

- To add the 12 foot painted median it will be necessary to hold the north edge of the
roadway.

- With wetlands along 127th Street, special measures will be required to protect them.

- The close proximity to each other of two cemeteries restricts right-of-way.

ALTERNATE 2

Alternate 1 is recommended as a way to lessen the construction cost by maintaining the existing
roadway geometrics. If a greater median width is desired to separate traffic flow, the proposed
12 foot painted median can be changed to a raised 14 foot type. This would necessitate holding
the north edge of pavement and widening all to the south due to the 33 foot right-of-way at the
Burr Oak Cemetery and two other locations on the north side. This would still require right-of-
way to be purchased at Kostner Avenue, Keeler Avenue, and at the northeast quadrant of Kedzie
Avenue.

Segment 4 - Kedzie Avenue to 130th Street
Exhibit C7-09 through C7-14

Segment 4 begins at Kedzie Avenue and runs easterly to Indiana Avenue and then southerly along
Indiana Avenue to 130th Street. It passes through Blue Island, Calumet Park and the City of
Chicago. The segment intersects one other SRA, Western Avenue.
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ALTERNATE 1

Cross Section and Geometrics

The recommended cross section from Kedzie Avenue to 130th Street consists of four 12 foot
lanes. Median width changes would be required at four places along segment 4. From Kedzie
Avenue to Sacramento Avenue no median is proposed. The median would widen to 18 feet near
the two railroads between Sacramento Avenue and Highland Avenue. From Highland Avenue
to Division no median is proposed except to retain the existing median through Western an
Vincennes. The median would widen to 14 feet to accommodate the center pier at the grade-
separation of the 1.C. R.R. between Division Street and Wood Street. The existing median near
1-57 between Wood and Ashland would be retained. From Ashland Avenue to Halsted Street the
proposed median would widen to the 12 foot width achieved through the existing widening at the
intersection of Ashland Avenue and 127th Street to provide for a continuous left turn lane for the
numerous side streets in this area west of Halsted Street. This widening for the 12 foot median
is accomplished by widening the roadway to the south where there is 50 feet of right-of-way.
The roadway is tapered back to four 12 foot lanes after Halsted Street. From Halsted Street to
130th Street no median is proposed. The median would widen to 15.5 feet to accommodate the
center pier at the 1.C.G. R.R. at 130th Street and to match the existing median width on 130th
Street to the east.

Intersection improvements will be necessary at major intersections to accommodate projected
traffic demand. At the intersection of Sacramento Avenue provide a separate left turn lane, a
through lane and a shared through/ right turn lane on the west leg. The east leg consists of a
separate left turn lane, two through lanes and a separate right turn lane. The north-south legs
consist of a shared left/ through/ right turn lane.

At Maple Avenue provide a separate left turn lane, a though lane and a shared through/ right turn
lane on the east-west leg. On the north-south leg retain the existing shared left/ through/ right
turn lane. This will require 5 feet of right-of-way to be purchased on both sides of 127th Street
at this intersection.

At the intersection of Western Avenue provide a separate left turn lane, two through lanes and
a separate right turn lane on the west leg. Provide dual left turn lanes, two through lanes, and
a free flow right turn lane on the east ieg. On the north leg provide a separate left turn lane, two
through lanes, and a separate right turn lane.

At the intersection of Vincennes Road retain the existing lane configurations.
At the intersection of Wood Street retain the shared left/ through and through/ right turn lanes

on the east-west legs. On the north-south legs retain the existing shared left/ through/ right turn
lane. There is a Catholic Church in the southwest quadrant at the right-of-way line which

prevents the widening of this intersection.
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At the intersection of Paulina Street retain the existing lane configurations. At the intersection
of Marshfield Avenue retain the existing lane configurations. At the intersection of Ashland
Avenue retain the existing lane configurations.

At the intersection of Bishop Street provide separate left turn lanes, a through lane, and a shared
through/ right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north-south legs consist of a shared left/
through/ right turn lane.

At the intersection of Throop Street provide separate left turn lanes, a through lane and a shared
through/ right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north-south legs consist of a shared left/
through/ right turn lane.

At the intersection of Halsted Street provide separate left turn lanes, a through lane and a shared
throughy/ right turn lane on the east-west legs. The north-south legs consist of a separate left turn
lane, a through lane and a shared through/ right turn lane. In the east leg of the intersection of
Halsted Street taper back down to four 12 foot lanes. This will require 17 feet of right-of-way
on the southeast quadrant, to taper the 5 lane section down to 4 lanes.

At the intersection of Wallace Street/ Vermont Street retain the through lane and shared through/
right lane configuration on the east leg. On the west leg retain the shared left/ through and
through lane. On the south leg retain the separate left turn lane, and the shared though/ right turn
lane. On the north leg retain the shared left/ right turn lane. On the southwest leg retain the
existing shared left/ right turn lane.

At the intersection of State Street provide a separate left turn lane and two through lanes on the
west leg. On the east leg provide a separate right turn lane and two through lanes. On the north
leg provide a separate left turn lane and a separate right turn lane. This will require 17 feet of
right-of-way on the north side and 3 feet of right-of-way on the south side of 127th Street.

One hundred feet before the intersection of Michigan Avenue a realignment of the "Z" curve
from 127th Street to Indiana Avenue to 130th Street is proposed. The realignment uses three 415
foot radius horizontal curves and part of the existing Indiana Avenue alignment. This
realignment will require a new structure to carry the 1.C.G. Railroad over 130th Street. The
existing structure has a substandard vertical clearance of 13.25° and the existing 20 foot
horizontal clearance in both directions does not provide for four lane operation due to the sharp
curve just west of the structure. Existing 127th Street would be closed just east of Edbrooke.

The north portion of Indiana Avenue would also be realigned to connect between Michigan
Avenue and Indiana Avenue to provide access to the Metra KYD Yard, and the Com-Ed power
station. This realignment of 127th Street will require 100 feet of right-of-way to be purchased
between the Calumet River and the Com-Ed power station.

At the intersection of Michigan Avenue provide a separate left turn lane and two through lanes
on the west leg. On the east leg provide a separate right turn lane and two through lanes. On
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the north leg provide a separate left turn lane and a separate right turn lane. This will require
right-of-way to be purchased on both the north and south side of 127th Street.

It is not recommended to grade separate 127th Street at the two railroad crossings between
Sacramento and Highland Avenue. Grade separation in this area would prevent emergency
vehicle access to the many homes in this area. A further study could be performed in this area
to further expand the grade separation idea presented in Alternative 2 if emergency vehicle access
can be added for the area. The recommended alternative for this area proposes to use an 18’
barrier median to restrict the turning movements across the through traffic lanes which cause
congestion in the area. A left turn lane would be provided at Mozart from the westbound
direction. The barrier median would also restrict the vehicles in this area from running around
the railroad gates. The proposed cross section will consist of four 12 foot lanes. an 18 foot
barrier median, and B6-24 curb and gutter. This requires 41 feet of right-of-way. The 12 foot
turn lane at Sacramento would be transitioned into the 8 foot barrier median on the west side.
The 18 foot barrier median would be transition back to no median just west of Highland Avenue.
The side streets between Sacramento and Highland would be restricted to right-in / right-out
movements with the exception of Mozart where a left turn lane and a break in the median would
be provided. The barrier median would provide better traffic flow for the vehicles which have
been stopped for a crossing train by restricting where a turning vehicle would remain stopped
trying to cross the opposite through lanes of traffic. To provide additional access to the houses
and businesses north of 127th Street in this area where the proposed 18’ barrier median will be
constructed, it is recommended that California Avenue be extended north to 123rd Street. This
extension will provide better access to these houses.

To accommodate the grade-separation and realignment of IL 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street in this
segment it will be necessary to construct two railroad structures.

The railroad structure required to grade-separate the [.C. R.R. will consist of a railroad structure
and 3:1 side slopes which runs from Winchester Avenue to Wood Street. The proposed cross
section through the retaining wall area includes four 12 foot lanes, a 14 foot median for the
center pier, sidewalks and B6-24 curb and gutter. This will require 115 feet of right-of-way each
side of the centerline. Since the proposed profile would be approaching the existing profile less
right-of-way would be required near the St. Isadores Catholic Church and the Gas City gas
station. Additional METRA parking to replace the lost parking could be provided when property
is taken for the 3:1 side slopes.

The railroad structure at Indiana Avenue and 130th Street is substandard in both vertical clearance
of 13.25 feet and horizontal clearance of 20 feet in each direction of travel. The proposed cross
section through the structure will consist of four 12 foot lanes, a 15.5 foot median and 7.5 feet
for curb and gutter and sidewalk. This will require 40 feet of right-of-way each side of the
centerline. Part of the storage area for the wholesale lumber yard north of the intersection of
Indiana Avenue and 130th Street will be affected.

Right-of-way will be required in four areas for intersection improvements, one area to control
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vehicle access through an area with two at grade railroad crossings, two areas for railroad grade-
separation, and in one area for roadway realignment.

Operations

Based on the traffic model, the 2010 forecast ADT for this segment is between 31.000 vpd to
44,000 vpd. The recommended speed limit is 30 miles per hour.

A capacity analysis was performed for this segment of Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th
Street by applying the forecast ADT to the recommended model. The result of this analysis
shows that a level of service of "C" can be achieved for both eastbound and westbound traffic.

There are no high accident locations in this segment.

Access Management

Although areas where access consolidation may be appropriate are identified in this report, local
agencies will be responsible for taking the lead role in implementing zoning and access policies
which are consistent with the SRA planning report. The 12 foot median from Ashland Avenue
to Halsted Street will provide access to residences and businesses in this section and remove any
left turning vehicles from the through traffic movements. An 18 foot barrier median between
Sacramento and Highland along with a left turn lane at Mozart is proposed to control vehicle
movements at the two at grade railroad crossings. A right-in/ right-out is proposed for Babes
Farm House II Restaurant, a potential historic home, along with the extension of California
Avenue north to 123rd Street to provide access for the homes and businesses north of 127th
Street in the area where the proposed 18 foot barrier median is proposed. Three streets would
also be restricted to right-in / right-out movements. Fairview and Elm Streets would be returned
to two way traffic operation. At the [.C. R.R. grade-separation three streets would be closed.
Lincoln and Honore Streets would be returned to two way traffic operation. Removal of all
illegal on-street parking from Laflin to Aberdeen Streets is recommended. At the intersection
of State Street, closure of Centerdon Street is recommended. No parking is recommended on this
segment of IL Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street.

Public Transit

PACE bus routes 386, 359, 352 and 353 and CTA bus route 49A-349 service this segment of
127th Street. The Burr Oak METRA station is located at Lincoln and 127th Street. Priority
signal preemption is recommended, and bus turnouts should be constructed where right-of-way

is available.
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Short Term Alternates

Short term improvements for this segment of Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/130th Street include
intersection improvements which are consistent with the recommended SRA intersection
improvements found in this report as well as the addition of the 12 foot median between Ashland
Avenue and Halsted Street to eliminate the left turn movement from the through traffic
movement.

Concerns related to ALTERNATE 1

- Grade separations of the railroads will have the following impacts:
I.C. R.R.:
Twelve buildings would be taken, three streets would be closed to access to 127th
Street; (Winchester (one-way north on the south side), Lincoln (one-way south),
and Honore (one-way north), and the loss of parking at the METRA parking lot.
One railroad structure would be required and a pump station may be required after
further study of the drainage capabilities of the area.

I.C.G. RR.:
Right-of way would be required from the lumber yard and behind the Com-Ed
power sub-station, one railroad structure would be required, and the METRA
access to the KYD yard would be realigned.

- Some land will be required at Memorial Park.

- Right-of-way may be required in front of a possible historic home in Blue Island

- Right-of-way will be required in four areas for intersection improvements.

- With wetlands along 127th Street, special measures will be required to protect them.
- Two new structures for railroads would be required.

- The proposed 12 foot median does not provide access control.

ALTERNATE 2

To accommodate the grade-separation at the G.T.W. & B.&O.C.T. R.R. it would be necessary
to construct two railroad structures and two retaining walls which run from Sacramento Avenue
to Highland Avenue. The proposed cross section through the retaining wall area includes four
12 foot lanes, a double yellow median, a 7 foot area before the face of the retaining wall,
sidewalks, B6-24 curb and gutter, and 10 feet for the retaining wall and the heel of the retaining
wall. This would require 45 feet of right-of-way each side of the centerline. Eight buildings
would be taken. four streets would be closed to access to 127th Street; (Wahl, California
(extended north), Fairview (one-way north), and Mozart), and the loss of front access to 27
homes and businesses would result. A pump station may also be required after further study of
the drainage capabilities of the area. The proposed entrance to Babes Farmhouse II Restaurant
(a possible historical home) would become right-in/ right-out and be located to the west along
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the G.T.W. R.R. tracks. To provide access to the houses and businesses north of 127th Street
in this area of grade-separation, it would be recommended that California Avenue be extended
north to 123rd Street. This extension along with the right-in/ right-out at the G.T.W. R.R. tracks
would be the only access to these houses.

ALTERNATE 3

A separate left turn lane could be provided at Wood Street by purchasing an additional 2.5 feet
of right-of-way on each side of 127th Street. Further study would be required to see if this
would impact the St. Isadores Catholic Church in the southwest quadrant and the tavern in the
northeast quadrant where right-of-way seems to be the tightest. Some alternatives also studied
for the grade-separation of the at-grade railroad crossings are:

G.T.W. & B.&0O.C.T. Railroad:

- An underpass with 3:1 side slopes and 14 foot median. This would require 230 feet of
right-of-way. This would result in 32 buildings being taken, two bridges having to be
constructed, possible pumping station, loss of front access to one business, and the
following streets would be closed at 127th Street; Wahl, California (extended north),
Fairview (one-way north), and Mozart.

- An underpass with retaining walls and 14 foot median. This would require 100 feet of
right-of-way. This would result in 15 buildings being taken, two bridges having to be
constructed, possible pumping station, loss of front access to 17 homes and businesses,
and the following streets would be closed at 127th Street; Wahl, California(extended
north), Fairview (one-way north), and Mozart.

- An overpass with a bridge over both railroads. This would require 66 feet to 80 feet of
right-of-way. This results in the following impacts; one building would be taken, one
long roadway structure would be required, loss of front access to 31 homes and businesses
and the following streets would be closed at 127th Street; Wahl, California (extended
north), Fairview (one-way north), and Mozart.

[.C. Railroad:

- An underpass with retaining walls and a 14 foot median. This would require 100 feet of
right-of-way. This would result in the following impacts; 12 buildings would be taken,
loss of parking at the METRA parking lot, one bridge would be required, possible
pumping station, and the following streets would be closed at 127th Street; Winchester
(one-way north on the south side), Lincoin (one-way south), Honore (one-way north).

- An underpass with retaining walls, no median and no center pier. This would require 90
feet of right-of-way. This would result in the following impacts; 12 buildings would be
taken, loss of parking at the METRA parking lot , one bridge would be required with a
larger beam section, possible pumping station, and the following streets would be closed
at 127th Street; Winchester (one-way north on the south side), Lincoln (one-way south),

Honore (one-way north).
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Z Curve (127th/Indiana Ave/130th):

- A second alternate for the "Z" curve would be to realign 127th Street to the south with
a straight southeast direction to 130th Street. At 100 feet before the intersection of
Michigan use a 415 foot radius curve to the south to pass behind the power sub-station.
The realignment would then run southeast through the I.C.G. R.R. and the wholesale
lumber yard and use another 415 foot radius curve to bring the alignment back onto 130th
street. Indiana Avenue, south of 130th Street, would be realigned to meet the new
alignment. This would result in the loss of a lumber yard, one railroad bridge would be
required, and realignment of METRA access to the KYD yard.

- A third alternate for the "Z" curve would be to extend 127th Street straight east of the
intersection of 127th Street and Indiana Avenue. This extension would pass through the
I.C.G. R.R. and then turn south between the lumber yard and the MWRD sludge pits
along the existing access road and wholesale lumber yard rail access. This extension
would run south to the intersection of 130th Street. Indiana Avenue south of 130th Street
would be realigned to meet at a new "T" intersection. This would require a new railroad
structure, a new at-grade railroad crossing for the lumber yard rail access, a new access
road for the MWRD, and right-of-way would have to be taken from both the lumber yard
and MWRD sludge pit area. This alternative would require a new signalized intersection
and the SRA route would still have a "Z" curve type of operation.

ALTERNATE 4

Alternate | is the recommended way to grade-separate the I.C. Railroad. To lessen the impact
to the residences, businesses, and Metra Parking the railroad could be left at-grade with greater
impact to the function of the SRA corridor. If the I.C. Railroad were to be left at-grade further
study could determine the possibilities of moving the METRA station either north or south along
the railroad tracks. This would at least eliminate the need for the passenger trains to stop and
block 127th Street. The at-grade crossing would still impact the SRA route operation when the
numerous school buses and commercial trucks have to stop and check for a train. Alternate 1
is also the recommended way to realign the "Z" curve at 127th Street/ Indiana Avenue/ 130th
Street. Part of Alternate 3 would also be to leave the existing "Z" curve and substandard railroad
bridge at a great impact to the function of the SRA corridor.

Segment 5 - Indiana Avenue to Torrence Avenue
Exhibit C7-15 through C7-18

Segment 5 begins at Indiana Avenue and continues east to Torrence Avenue. This segment is
located in the City of Chicago. Torrence Avenue is also designated an SRA.
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ALTERNATE 1

Cross Section and Geometrics

The recommended cross section from Indiana Avenue to Ellis Avenue would be to retain the
existing four 12 foot lanes and 15.5 foot median. From Ellis Avenue to Torrence Avenue the
recommended cross section is four 12 foot lanes and a 12 foot median.

Intersection improvements will be necessary to accommodate projected traffic demand. At the
realigned intersection of Indiana Avenue provide a separate left turn lane and two through lanes
on the east leg. The west leg consists of a through lane and a shared through/right turn lane.
The south leg consists of a separate left turn lane and a separate right turn lane.

At the intersection of Ellis Avenue retain the existing lane configurations. At the intersection of
Stony Island retain the existing lane configurations. At the Ford Employee parking lot entrance
retain the existing lane configurations.

One of the busiest intersections for this corridor is the intersection of 130th Street and Torrence
Avenue. This intersection marks the eastern terminus for the IL Route 83/127th Street/130th
Street Corridor. It is also a major east-west trucking route for this area. The problem with this
intersection is the at-grade railroad crossings which cause severe traffic congestion on both
Torrence Avenue and 130th Street. To alleviate this problem, a grade-separated bypass for 130th
Street and for Torrence Avenue is recommended. By constructing this bypass over the N.Y.C.
& St. L. Railroad and Torrence Avenue, the traffic on 130th Street can quickly bypass these
congestion causing problems. At the realigned intersection of 130th Street, where the two SRA’s
intersect, all of the legs have the same configurations; exclusive left and right turn lanes and two
through lanes.

To construct this bypass, two new signalized intersections will be required. One signalized
intersection is on 130th Street west of Torrence Avenue. It consists of two through lanes and an
exclusive right turn lane on the west leg. The east leg has two through lanes and an exclusive
left turn lane. The south leg has one shared/ left and right turn lane. The second intersection
is at the end of the bypass at Brainard Avenue. The north leg consists of one shared left and
right turn lane. The west leg consists of a shared left and through lane. The south leg consists
of a shared through/ right turn lane.

The bypass for 130th Street starts approximately 1300 feet west of the existing intersection with
Torrence Avenue. The roadway is turned southeast by a 415 foot radius curve and parallels the
elevated K & E Railroad. The roadway climbs at +5.7% grade to provide the proper clearance
above the N.Y.C. & St. L. Railroad. At this point the roadway descends at -5.7% grade. In
order to tie into the realigned Brainard Avenue a 1000 foot radius curve is used. A tee
intersection with the section of Brainard Avenue to the north that connects to 130th Street east
of Torrence Avenue is recommended.
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To grade-separate Torrence Avenue under the N.Y.C. & St. L. Railroad the roadway at
approximately 1000 feet south of the existing intersection with 130th Street will shift east using
two 415 foot radius reverse curves. The roadway follows this alignment at a grade of -5.7% in
order to achieve the proper clearance under the railroad structure. After the clearance is achieved
the roadway climbs at a grade of +5.7% until it meets the existing ground at approximately the
realigned intersection of 130th Street and Torrence Avenue. The roadway follows this alignment
until it is shifted west to its existing alignment using two 415 foot radius reverse curves just south
of 126th Street.

For the grade-separation of Torrence Avenue at 130th Street, 60 feet of additional right-of-way
from the abandoned railway will be required to shift the center line 60 feet east. The existing
west right-of-way line will be retained. The 130th Street by-pass will require up to 200 feet of
additional right-of-way. Some of the additional right-of-way between 130th Street and the by-pass
can be used to replace the lost Ford employee parking.

To grade-separate the C.& W.1. Railroad it will be necessary to provide an underpass structure.
This will be accomplished with less impact to Eberhart Park, Chicago Housing Authority Altgeld
Gardens, and Eberhart Avenue by using retaining walls. The proposed cross section through the
retaining wall area includes four 12 foot lanes and a 15.5 foot median to match the existing cross
section. No additional right-of-way will be required.

Additional right-of-way will be required to improve the 130th Street and Torrence Avenue
intersection and to grade-separate the N.Y.C. & St. L. Railroad and K.&E. Railroad crossings.

Operations

Based on the traffic model, the 2010 forecast ADT for this segment is between 32,000 vpd to
39,000 vpd. The recommended speed limit is 35 miles per hour.

A capacity analysis was performed for this segment of Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th
Street by applying the forecast ADT to the recommended model. The result of this analysis
shows that a level of service of "B" can be achieved for both eastbound and westbound traffic.

There are no high accident locations in this segment.

Access Management

Although areas where access consolidation may be appropriate are identified in this report, local
agencies will be responsible for taking the lead role in implementing zoning and access policies
which are consistent with the SRA planning report. The 12 foot to 15.5 foot median from Indiana
Avenue to Torrence Avenue will provide access to residences and businesses in this section and
remove any left turning vehicles from the through traffic movements. No parking is
recommended on this segment of 1L Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th Street.
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Public Transit
PACE bus routes 353, 355 and 358 provide service to this segment of 130th Street. Priority
signal preemption is recommended, and bus turnouts should be constructed where right-of-way

is available.

Short Term Alternates

There are no short term alternates for this segment of Illinois Route 83/ 127th Street/ 130th
Street.

Concerns Related to Alternate 1

. With wetlands along 130th Street, special measures will be required to protect them.

. Additional right-of-way will be required.

. Grade-separation of the C.&W.I. Railroad will require a new structure.

. The proposed 12 foot median does not provide access control.

. The bypass alternate requires three new structures.

. Loss of approximately 500 feet of the FORD employee parking area.

. Two additional signalized intersections are required.

. This improvement will be possible after the deep tunnel project is completed in this area.
. The bypass impacts two businesses and a semi-trailer parking lot.

. A study currently is being conducted for structure B, by the Railroad, which may require

a decision for this intersection improvement.

ALTERNATE 2

Several options were considered for this segment. Alternate 1 is recommended as a way to
minimize impacts to residences and businesses which provides the minimum desired cross section.

A second alternate for the grade-separation of the C.&W.I. Railroad at-grade railroad crossing
would include an underpass with 3:1 side slopes. This would require 230 feet of right-of-way.
The underpass would result in the following impacts; park area taken, housing authority area
taken, Eberhart Avenue access affected, and one railroad bridge would be required.

A second alternate for the intersection of 130th Street and Torrence Avenue would be to realign
130th Street and Torrence Avenue by grade-separating under the two at-grade railroad crossings.
The existing intersection will shift approximately 265 feet south. 130th Street will realign south
of its current alignment using a 415 foot radius curve requiring no superelevation. The new
alignment of 130th Street will meet realigned Brainard Avenue using a 415 foot radius curve.
Torrence Avenue is shifted 60 feet east using two 415 foot radius reverse curves both north and
south of the existing intersection. The existing signals at 130th Street and Torrence Avenue, and
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Brainard Avenue and 130th Street will be removed. 130th Street will be closed to Torrence
Avenue. The west side of Torrence Avenue at 130th Street will remain as a right-in/ right-out
to accommodate FORD’s semi-truck yard. Three new structures will have to be constructed.
Two underpass structures for the N.Y.C. & St. L. Railroad and one for the elevated K & E
Railroad. To accomplish the required clearance, 4% grades can be used.

This alternate has the following impacts:

. Two businesses impacted.

. Semi-trailer parking area.

. Loss of approximately 500 feet of the FORD employee parking area.

. Closure of 130th Street at Torrence Avenue.

. Closure of Brainard Avenue at 130th Street.

. Cost of three structures.

. This improvement will be possible after the deep tunnel project is completed in this area.

ALTERNATE 3

A third alternate for the grade-separation of the C.&W.1. Railroad at-grade railroad crossing
would include an overpass with a roadway bridge over the railroad. This would require no
additional right-of-way. The overpass would result in the following impacts; Eberhart Avenue
access affected and one roadway bridge would be required.

A third alternate for the intersection would be to realign 130th Street by grade-separating under
Torrence Avenue and the N.Y.C. & St. L. Railroad. Torrence Avenue will remain on its existing
alignment. 130th Street will shift 265 feet south of the existing intersection using a 415 foot
radius curve. 130th Street follows this new alignment and meets Brainard Avenue using a 415
foot radius curve. Grade-separating 130th Street from Torrence Avenue allows 130th Street
traffic to free-flow in the through movements. Slip ramps provide access to 130th Street from
Torrence Avenue and from Torrence Avenue to 130th Street. Four new structures will have to
be constructed. They include two underpass structures for the N.Y.C. & St. L. Railroads and one
for Torrence Avenue. Also, the existing elevated K & E Railroad tracks will have to be
reconstructed or modified to accommodate two slip ramps. To accomplish the required clearance
4% grades can be used.

This alternate has the following impacts:

. Two businesses impacted.

. Semi-trailer parking area.

. Loss of approximately 500 feet of the FORD employee parking area.

. Loss of turning movements on 130th Street to Torrence Avenue and from Torrence

Avenue onto 130th Street/ Brainard Avenue.
1 - Eastbound 130th Street/ Brainard Avenue has no left turn to go northbound on

Torrence Avenue.
2 - Southbound Torrence Avenue has no direct access to southeast bound 130th Street/
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Brainard Avenue.

. Cost of four structures.

. This improvement will be possible after the deep tunnel project is completed in this area.
. Leaves 1 SRA with an at-grade railroad crossing.

. Slip Ramp B would require an at-grade crossing.

ALTERNATE 4

A fourth alternate for the intersection would be to realign Torrence Avenue by grade-separating
under 130th Street and the N.Y.C. & St. L. Railroad. 130th Street will remain on its existing
alignment. Torrence Avenue will shift 60 feet east using 415 foot radius reverse curves to
provide the extra right-of-way needed for the slip ramps and then shift back to its existing
alignment before 126th Street. Three new structures will have to be constructed. They include
two underpass structures for the N.Y.C. & St. L. Railroads, one for 130th Street, and one for the
elevated K & E Railroad track. To accomplish the required clearance 4% grades can be used.

This alternate has the following impacts:

. Semi-trailer parking area.

. Cost of three structures.

. This improvement will be possible after the deep tunnel project is completed in this area.
. Leaves 1 SRA with an at-grade railroad crossing.

ALTERNATE 5

A fifth alternate which was dropped was to grade-separate both 130th Street over the N.Y.C. &
St. L. Railroad and Torrence Avenue over the elevated K & E Railroad. This was dropped due
to the required height of the structures for proper vertical clearance over the railroads.

ALTERNATE 6

A sixth alternate would be to leave both SRA routes with existing at-grade railroad crossings
which would greatly impact both SRA’s.
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Table V-1
Estimated R.O.W. Requirements for Illinois Route 83/127th Street/130th Street

Segment Intersecting Estimated Cost Estimate
Street and Additional R.O.W. (1995 Dollars)
Features Required (acres)
I Illinois Route 7 (Southwest 0.06 $25.500
Highway
I Harlem Avenue (Illinois Route 43) 0.35 $153.600
Segmenti Total . 0.41 $179,100
11 127th Street IR 0.09 $40,000
Segment IT Total T0.09 $40,000
111 Cicero Avenue (Illinois Route 50) N/A N/A
111 Keeler Avenue 0.01 $500
Segment IHI Total 0.01 $500
v I Kedzie Avenue 0.03 $18,750
Iv G.T.W. RR and B. 1.03 $312,530
& O.C.T. RR
v Park 0.09 $16,000
v Maple 0.19 $32,800
1\Y I.C. RR 2.91 $1.679,150
v Halsted Street 0.05 $30,600
v Centeredon 0.10 $66,300
v Michigan/Indiana Z-curve 2.69 $1,573,000
Segment IV Total 7.09 $3,729,130
\Y% Torrence Avenue 5.00 $1,293,10(T- R
Segment V Total 5.00 $1,293,100
Grand Total 12.60 $5,241,830
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B " Table IV-2
Estimate of Construction Cost

Illinois Route 83/127th Street/130th Street

Recommended Improvement

Estimated Cost
(1995 Dollars)

Segment 1

Roadway $10,870,000
Intersection/Interchange Improvement $1,400,000
Structure Modification/Replacement $1.500.000
Right-of-Way $179.100
Transit Improvement $0
Total Estimated Cost for Recommended Improvements - Segment 1 $13,949,100
Segment 11

Roadway $8,680,000
Intersection/Interchange Improvement $500,000
Structure Modification/Replacement $750,000
Right-of-Way $40,000
Transit Improvement $0
Total Estimated Cost for Recommended Improvements - Segment 11 $9,970,000
Segment 111

Roadway $0
[ntersection/Interchange Improvement $600,000
Structure Modification/Replacement 50
Right-of-Way $500
Transit Improvement $0
Total Estimated Cost for Recommended Improvements - Segment 111 $600,500
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Segment IV

Roadway $13.,010,000
Intersection/Interchange Improvement $2,100,000
Structure Modification/Replacement $2,500,000
Right-of-Way $3.729,130
Transit Improvement $0
Total Estimated Cost for Recommended Improvements - Segment IV $21,339,130
Segment V

Roadway $8.400,000
Intersection/Interchange Improvement $1,300,000
Structure Modification/Replacement $5,160,000
Right-of-Way $1,293,100
Transit Improvement $0
Total Estimated Cost for Recommended Improvements - Segment V $16,153,100.00
Estimated Cost for All Recommended Improvements $62,011,830

Illinois Route 83/127th Street/130th Street

——
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Table 1V-3
Intersection Level of Service (2010)
Illinois Route 83/127th Street/130th Street

N S E w | INT
Illinois Route 7 B S-B/SW- B B B
B
Harlem Avenue C C C B C
Ridgeland C C C B C
127th Street C C C C C
Cicero Avenue (Illinois Rte 50) F C F F F
Crawford (Pulaski Road) C C B B C
Wireton Road N/A C A B B
Kedzie C C B B B
Western Avenue B N/A C C B
Vincennes C C C B C
Wood Street C C C C C
Paulina C N/A B B B
Marshfield N/A C B B B
Ashland D D B B C
Throop Street B B B B B
Halsted Street C C C C C
Vermont Street D C D D D
State Street B N/A B A B
Michigan Street C N/A B A B
Indiana Avenue N/A B B B
Ellis Avenue C B C C C
Torrence Avenue C C C C

Iv-24



Table V-4
Arterial Level of Service (2010)
Illinois Route 83/127th Street/130th Street

EB
Segment 1 U.S. Route 45 to Illinois B
Route 43 (Harlem
Avenue)
Segment 11 Illinois Route 43 C
(Harlem Avenue) to
127th Street
Segment 111 127th Street (Illinois C
Route 83) to Kedzie
Avenue
Segment IV Kedzie Avenue to 130th C
Street (Indiana Avenue)
Segment V 130th Street (Indiana B
Avenue) to Torrence
Avenue
[llinois Route 83/127th | Overall C
Street/130th Street

Iv-25
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2 2 2
PROPOSED LANE = - = <= — —
CONFIGURATION - =P e =il -2 — —
2

rb ﬁ rD' 2 2
N/A ! 214 MILE | 287 MILE

SIGNAL
SPACING i
PROPOSED ::;}::: ::{';:; 4

R.O.W.

FOREST PRESERVE

FOREST PRESERVE
DESCRIPTION OF PROPUSED CO/\/D]UONS n
* Construct 4 - lanes with flush median.
s SN-2 = Dramage structure over mill creek

1
VARIES 5@ 10 70’ i VARIES 5@ T0 7@’

dification of this struct 11 b - 5 , H
r:c? ;clc:coamr;zr‘t‘.eothe ;sr:p;:;:du:f)a:ilwag ir‘ZS;:e:es:;?or\ @E 2, = 1 74 - 47“ 12 L 12° - 1er . (_-;{(::;)
- Z 4 T e L]
* Provide a left turn lane at Kean Avenue. ,':‘ia: SHLDR  LANE LARE M&EE LA LenE sl %;‘I
Evaluate need for a right turn lane. i i Q,E
= Transition from 2 lane roadway to 4 lane roadway m:% : L’fjlg
at US Rte 45. Iz i o

i

i

§
3

PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION A-A
U.S. RTE. 45 TO MATCHLINE C7-82

IL ROUILE B3 7 1&/%h ST, 7 138¢h S1. - PROPUSEL SECINGI T ILINS

LEGEND

= PROPOSED RIGHT OF waAY
= CLOSED ACCESS

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL

= PROPOSED TRAFFIC SIGNAL

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL

T0 BE REMOVED

= MODIFY EXISTING STRUCTURE

= EXISTING TRAFFIC LANE CDNF[GURRT[&4

= PROPOSED TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATID

= PROPOSED PUBLIC TRANSIT LOCATION

\

Pra sred by DAMES & MOORE/MCE in asssociation with
METRO Transportation Group and Boyer Engineering, Ltd. for the Scale In Feet

2 208 400 aee

STRATEGIC
REGIONAL
ﬁRTERIN.

EXHIBIT C7-@1




Wi

2 - 2
PROPOSED LANE = = = et
CONFIGURATION = =¥ =t v —

2 2
SIGNAL —
SPACING
PROPOSED » =
R.O.W.
FOREST PRESERVE UNINCORP. |} PALOS PARK 4 o

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED CONDITIONS:

]

¥

* Transition from 10° shoulders to curb and gutter east of 86th street, PALOS PARK

after speed limit change to 45 MPH.

* Construct 14’ Flush Median from 86th Street
03 * Construct 4-12' lanes

* Provide full access at 86th Street and Highwood Orive,
with a left turn lane.

VARIES 5@’ T0 70’

VARIES 5@’ TO 70’ i
|
g e o

W

X

SHLDR LANE LANE

EXISTING

NORTH R.O

12/ 10/ [3: * Evaluate need for a right turn lane.
r Qe 50" R 50’ 3
EB}E L 12 147 i i o
i <13 LANE |MEDIAN | | ANE | LANE
1%
|

EXISTING

|

EXISTING
SOUTH R.D.W.

%

$ LANE LANE LD
|
!
i
i
i
+
|

PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION A-A :
MATCHLINE C7-@1 TO 86TH STREET

|
i
i
i
i
1
i

]

[
PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION B-B

JNORTH R.O.W!
H

LEGEND

——~-—— = PROPOSED RIGHT OF WAY
= CLOSED ACCESS

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL

X
@ = PROPOSED TRAFFIC SIGNAL

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL
TO BE REMOVED

.E{ﬂ. = MODIFY EXISTING STRUCTURE

L]
e
= EXIST Fi F
4 EXISTING TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATION
L]
-—
s, = PROPOSED TRAFFIC LANE CEINFIGURQTIDT

A
(IPT=""_]) - PROPOSED PUBLIC TRANSIT LOCATION
S _e®

ST. - PROPOSED CONDITION

86 _TH STRE%I’ TO MATCHLINE C7-B3

. ROUIE 83 7 1a8/4h S1. /7 138%h

Prepared by DAMES & MOORE/MCE in asscciation with
METRO Transportation Group and Boyer ngineering Ltd. for the
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.J.\ U
‘\

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED CONDITIONS:
* Construct 14’ flush median
*+ Construct 4-12' lanes

14'-1" to the minimum 14'-3".

to accommodate the proposed roadway cross section
and to 1mprove the substandard vertical clearance of

PALOS HEIGHTS

, 4
PALOS PARK PALOS HEIGHTS

* SN-3 = Railroad structure carrying N.&W.R.R. over |
IL. RTE 83. Modification of this structure will be necessary

=
Qo e
Sled =
= i 5
(L)I i w
<o ! >
= I
1
. — e = « B
_ 1 { 1

PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION A-A
MATCHLINE C7-82 TO MATCHLINE C7-B4

PROPOSED LANE —— Lot %/é“-'—t - ot -

—— e e . — == g w—
CONFIGURATION —— ‘E?h S :b[ﬂ & . 4 —i =

: kx e 2 - :
SIGNAL 27 e I son e 47 oan e A
SPACING " " |
PROPOSED 7 e -
R.0.W. s
PALOS Pﬁ

SOUTH R.O.W.

1

LEGEND

———~-— = PROPOSED RIGHT OF wWAY
= CLOSED ACCESS

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL

a = PROPOSED TRAFFIC LANE CO'FIGLRRTIIT

Y e —
(IPT-*_]) - PrOPOSED PUBLIC TRANSIT LOCATION

IL ROUTE 83 / 127th ST./ 138th ST.- PROPOSED CONDITIONS

3 C‘T 09/ A_J RECIONA

Prepared by DAMES & MODRE/MCE in sssociataon with
METRO Transpertation Group and Boyer Engineering, Ltd. for the
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*» Construct 14’ flush median
* Construct 4-12’ lanes

acces : /lst court

68th court

PALOS HEIGHTS (P

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED CONDITIONS:

ALOS TWP.)

* Provide Cul-De-Sacs at the following street to control

* Provide right-in - right-out movement at the following
streets to provide access control: 7Bth court, 69th court,

PALOS HEIGHTS

VARIES 5@’ - 62’ _!r_ VARIES 58’ - 62’

12’ 12’ W 12’ ol
LANE

EXISTING
NORTH R.0.Wj

U

TH___
-
WEXISTING ‘

|

PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION A-A
MATCHLINE C7-83 TO MATCHLINE C7-85

ST. - PROPOSED CONDITIONS

2 G £ 2 —
PROPOSED LANE s W= . -  —
CONFIGURATION ___E __Jt_ . v ﬁ —t: %

= 0.50 MILE rﬁo Q]ITTr. Lo qu.i
gIGNAL

PA CING (+121 (+12)
50' 5o | 62 62 |50 -
PROPOSED ; —_— 5 — -
R.O.W. ” e it 5"
PALOS HEIGHTS ( WORTH TWP.)

SOUTH R.O.W.

LEGEND

———-~-—— = PROPOSED RIGHT OF wWaY
X = CLOSED ACCESS

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL

@ = PROPOSED TRAFFIC SIGNAL
-

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL
TO BE REMOVED

B
.m = MODIFY EXISTING STRUCTURE
N,

d.—t = EXISTING TRAFFIC LANE CD'F[GURFQT!D'L
“

‘I—I = PROPOSED TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATION

gt

PT" ' = PROPOSED PUBLIC TRANSIT LOCATION

STRATEGIC

IL_BUGIIE 83 7 122th S1. 7 138th

'7/{) A REGIONAL
7 ARTERIAL

Prepared by DAMES & MOORE/MCE in esscciation with

METRO Transportation Group and Beoyer Engineering, Ltd. for the
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T
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DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED CONDITIONS:

* Construct 14’ flush median

* Construct 4-12' lanes

* Provide Cul-De-Sac at Nagle Avenue to control access.

PALOS HEIGHTS

EXISTING

UNINCORP.

o
2
1))
=
)

EXISTING
SOUTH R.0.W.

[
i
i
|
|
}
|
L

|
L
}

PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION A-A
MATCHLINE C7-B4 TO MATCHLINE C7-06

ST. - PROPOSED CONDITIONS

PROPOSED | ANE s - F — E]‘é:_ - ] o )
CONF IGURATION — =plsl ¢ o

2 2
bf(}N@i .81 MILE j qﬂ 1.15 MILE e = i
SPACING |
PROPOSED 4 - = — — >
R.O.W.

LEGEND

)

e

= PROPOSED RIGHT OF wAY
= CLOSED ACCESS

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL

= PROPOSED TRAFFIC SIGNAL

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL

TO BE REMOVED

= MODIFY EXISTING STRUCTURE

= EXISTING TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATION

= PROPOSED TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATION

= PROPOSED PUBLIC TRANSIT LOCATION

RS

IL ROUTE 83/ 1274h ST, / 13B+h

Prepared by DAMES & MODORE/MCE in association with
METRO Transportation Group and Boyer Engineering, Lid. for the

@ linols Department of Transportation
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4 /
PROPOSED LANE A ) & — B B :L— 4 ” g
CONFIGURATION - =14 r;: ol — RD \
SIGNAL - — = _ : s e - “{ 0.5 MILE = - | X o7 une

50° : g VARIES TO 55° 75.5 .5 5 80° 90’
gﬁ(’)O;OSED 0 - o= ‘504]30 50,‘ ps : : ﬁ 40' | 50° o ‘,Gr_l 75

LAWY (=107 (#1077
UNINCORP, — 1 Y it = UNINCORP. _ ALSIP

=

i

Yo

4m

of b " " i i i ot T e i T ~ b 4 : 1 at 1 "
~ UNINCORP., ALSIP UNINCORP. CRESTWOQD EGEND
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED CONDITIONS: - R
* Construct 147 flush median b4 - CLOSED ACCESS
* Construct 4-127 lanes € E‘ < EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL
* Provide Right-In / Right- Qut movements at the following Streets |
to control access : Massasoit, Parkside - VARIES 50' TO I55° — VARIES 50° TO 40° @) T
* Provide full access to Austin Avenue with a left turn lane. o= 12 12’ 4 2’ 12’ = @ = EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL
Evaluate the need for a right turn lane, = S:- %3 3 Vo ARel
* SN-4 = Drainage Stucture over ftributary to Cal-Sag Channel. tB T E T ‘ = MODIFY EXISTING STRUCTURE
Modification of this Structure will be necessary to accommodate x| s
the proposed intersection geometrics. e S ‘ e S - EXISTING TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATION
* Cook County has a study to extend Central Avenue to the north /\Dr l r]—"”q o
across the Cal-Sag Channel. Add a signal at this intersection. - —| ; = L ..__;:’ + FREPOSED TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATION
P:f ?g:ﬁ?;_gr?;{%?t T%Efzr ;?g gTA ( = PROPOSED PUBLIC TRANSIT LOCATION

—

_IL_ ROUTE 83 /127th ST./130th ST.~ PROPOSED CONDITIONS = 21 FEW

ARTERIAL

! JL/\ [PLANNING 3TUGY. 7

Prepared by DAMES & MOORE/MCE in assocfation with
METRQ Transportation Group and Boyer Engineering. Ltd. for the SCALE IN FEET

2 200 400 800
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| ——

2
PROPOSED LANE o Sk
[DOT PHASE-I STUDY
8.74 MILE
gf;%"é%g FOR CICERO AVENUE
ap 75| 75 ?'5-'?5‘ sa" 50
gﬁgﬁ?gfg 75¢ 75°|75° seTsa' W[sa-
LEGEND
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED CONDITIONS: _ e - FRESORER MHET OF WAV
= = CLOSED ACCESS
* Retain the existing 4-12' lanes and 12’ Painted Median VARIES 9@’ TO 33/ i VARIES 75 70 33 o E] - EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL
* SN-5 = Structure number 816-05700 = { =
Modification of this structure will not be necessary to accommodate (zj 2 12 12’ 12’ 12 12’ 2 (D:é @ ~ EXCHHNED THELI oW
the proposed modified 4’ median Roadway cross section. = = @ = EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL
* Ongoing Phase-1l study at Cicero Ave./ 127th / and g = v = TO BE REMOVED
the Tri-State Tollway Interchange. The finding of this study will be w| & i o 5 .. = MODIFY EXISTING STRUCTURE
incorporated 1nto this study when available. . : "
/\I_-L jﬁi/_’\ - EXISTING TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATION
PROIFLO%%D TEYF;,]IE-? (%HEIENCETIE?;‘— EJAF; a * . - PROPOSED TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATIO]
" JEOUED 1O cene T ot L
; ] ] STRATEGIC
IL ROUTE 83 / 127th ST./ 13@th ST.- PROPOSED CONDITIONS = °J4 | EE
= r/ [FLANNING STUDY _____ /
Prepared by DAMES & MOORE/MCE in asssociation with
METRO Transportation Group and Boyer Engineering, Ltd. for the Scale In Feet
2 200 400 o0
" e — EXHIBIT C7-87
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11

PROPOSED | ANE - Q% 3‘5 2 4&2% e
CONFIGURA TION = L= —= =% = =3

SIGNAL
SPACING | r
33 33'\55- m‘la-a.z 394 lﬂ 33 ‘sa wl::?‘ (::;150‘ 50’
gﬁgi’/@sgg o 50 'qe.s' 40.5 Lsa -
"-.._
L
L \
= |
w4
- . .
* Construct 4-12' lanes with 12’ painted median to Crawford/Pulask: avenue ALSIP TEGEND
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED CONDITIONS:  helding the north edge of the roadwey. - - PROPOSED RIGHT OF WA

* Retain the existing 4-12° lanes with 16’ raised Median Crawford/Pulaski Avenue.

X = CLOSED ACCESS
4 (Lr: 5@ ,;_( 5@’ *1l E] = EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL
VARIES 30’ TO 50° | VARIES 40.5' T0_50' ‘ | | :
% ; 2 3.: 12/ ‘12, __pe _12, 12/ |l . @ PROPOSED TRAFFIC SIGNAL
1 i 3 . = =
2 ;’ 12/ 120 |12 15 127 © 2 gl| LANE | LAN TE:JLQN LAN I'D- @ . iz:s;aﬁg;znv;;m SIGNAL
— = | i
ol LANE | LANE MEDIAN LANE |LANE el = | I a = MODIFY EXISTING STRUCTURE
> |£\_: o 5 201 | | g
wic o ol ! }; .
EJ\I; f ol | : j < . EXISTING TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATION
| - =
= =T - 4
{”—\L‘D { - = PROPOSED TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATION

PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION A-A

MATCHLINE C7-B7 TO CRAWFORD / PULASKI PROPOSED TYPICAL. SECTION B-B (IPT-* |) - PROPOSED PUBLIC TRANSIT LOCATION

CRAWFORD / PULASKI TO MATCHLINE C7-89 e
] ?‘ER@TEGIC
NS e

/

;IL RUOLLIE 83 / 127¢h S1./ 13@8th SI1, - PROPUSED CURDITIONS
EXHIBIT C7-028
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PROPOSED LANE o e
CONF IGURA TION =% %-g@ = =2 =
SIGNAL 0.87 MILE Qﬂfb .14 MILE -~ 8.25 MILE
SPACING p— [ |
(+5)
g‘ﬁg ';OS ED : - 45";:' glm ?filull;sl Ilf: llllﬁ;wllii':ﬂ'luw :%:: : l g . LW :»

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED CONDITIONS:

* Retain the existing 4-12' lanes and 16'- 1.5’ Barrier Median Service drive to Homan Ave.
* Retain the existing 4-12' lanes and 16’ Reised Median Homﬂw Ave. to Kedzie Ave.

EXIST. R.O.W.

———

.

€
ke VAR. 45'-50' | 59’ I
i e =

I
: 12— 10—k daae o= —
: LANE | LANE |MDN./| LANE |LAN 'lg
| _— =

! L
} " 12
| 13
| |
S

. ﬂ’/j

PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION A-A [
MATCHLINE C7-B8 TO SERVICE DR. AND
HOMAN AVE. TO KEDZIE AVE.

'y

BLUE ISLAND

VAR. 508'-174.03'

ALSIP

BLUE ISLAND

VARIES 5@'-179"

l i
i
¥ 12 12 . VARIES _ _12° 12
aj LANE | LANE  16'-19.5’ | LANE|LAN
= MEDIAN
L4 !
V5] i
i

.

PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION B - B
e B.&D.C.T. R.R. UNDERPASS

A

“EXIST. R.OW.

LEGEND

" —m—
(GEN)

= PROPOSED RIGHT OF way
= CLOSED ACCESS

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL
= PROPOSED TRAFFIC SIGNAL

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL
T0O BE REMOVED

= MODIFY EXISTING STRUCTURE

= EXISTING TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATION

= PROPOSED TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGUR

AT
= PROPOSED PUBLIC TRANSIT LOCATION

LIL ROUTE 83 / 12¥th 51,/ 138th SI1, - PRUPDSED LCENDITIONRS

STRATEGIC
T/Q_ml gﬂ e
F/4

(LA ST ———
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PROPOSED LANE Iy m3= = - ﬁ?g qJ‘LLLS‘L—"‘ v oa e
CONFIGURATION % 2 ¥ —— %T’* gb@—”-ﬁh‘wL——JT» 3 ==
SIGNAL e m—ﬂr 851 MILE | 225 ML | o1 MLE /Zr 064 MLE
e = s s s o ve
P:f?C?PE?SE D wl:; 2 4: EEg Ee] 2 , ﬁ VARIES 33-84.12"

BLE ISLQND

"(“I\l FI’ i‘l

r.'“ll

DESCRIPTION OF PHOPOSED CONDITIONS:
* Construct 4-12' lanes with double yellow lines. (no median)
* Construct 18’ barrier median between Sacramento
and Highland for better traffic flow 4
* Right-In / Right-Out access control: Cahf'ornza,} 41’

_"";-__- [ :
~ T F

BLUE ISLAND

Whal and Fairview
* Provide left turn lane at Mozart

SOUTH R.D.W.

4

i
L

EXIST. R.0O.W.
e

PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION A-A
SACRAMENTO AVE. TO HIGHLAND AVE.

II_ ROULLE 83 / &2/th ST,/ 1384k S3. -

BARRIER
MEDIAN
. , .
- =2 - VARIES 33 TO 93' i VARIES 33 - 84.12 _
j : = T
& 2 i W i _ 3 ¥ Qlo : o
' 1 - : LANE "LANE | LANE
LANE | LANE BARRIER| LANE { LAN '}g = LANE EL E f*:
1 | > lor i %
i = s i L
i 9% = 1
| E T === g
| i
I
1 |
|
|

PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION
KEDZIE AVE. TO SACRAMENTO AVE.
HIGHLAND AVE. TO IRVING AVE.

PROPOSED CONDITIONS

LEGEND

ik

()

= PROPOSED RIGHT OF waY
= CLOSED ACCESS

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL

= PROPOSED TRAFFIC SIGNAL

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL

= EXISTING TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATION

= PROPOSED TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURAT
= PROPOSED PUBLIC TRANSIT LOCATION

E ] STRATEGIC
y lEGiM
RTERIA
[PLARNING STOOY 7

?perad by DAMES & MOORE/MCE in association with
METRO Transportation Group snd Boyer Engineering, Ltd. for the
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PROPOSED L ANE P = il pe et l%% : 3%3& = e — =
CONFIGURA T ION — f—== =2 il +4 =
S]GNAL = 8.64 MILE | B.13 MILE _6 l 2.86 MILE |i i i B.86 MIL:]TTO 8.19 MILE Ii B.19 MILE
SPACING l ! l I |
(+82') +82°) +9)
RgeOSED 2 = o= g 5w =
. ___ BLUE ISLAND = 3 CALUMET PARK

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED CONDITIONS:
* SN-19 = Proposed new L.C. railroad structure with
proper vertical clearance.
* Retain the existing SN-9 over the rail yard with no median.
* Construct 4-12’ lanes

%)
s o IR
PSR E LR R

u'r o # gEwe .

L AR R AR
e ’h;L;;fr

4 ARgARA. A -
A b -

*= Close the following streets to provide access control:

Winchester, Lincoln and Honore.
* Return Lincoln and Honore to two way traffic operation.

~

VARIES 33" - 115’ : VARIES 42’ - 1157

i

* Construct a grade separated underpass railroad = i
crossing at the L.C.R.R. L vl = - = i = , : )
* Retain the existing SN-18 over, 1-57. 28’ =\ el L : 12 12 S
by -t [ LANE LANE | LANE LANE =
, : ; ; 2l i 5
| 11 | 11 11 11 - « i x

2 i

i

T

i
- e .
| LANE "' LANE | LANE LANE ﬁ!

i

- i
T 1 7T | =

PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION A-A
IRVING AVE. TO DIVISION

’5'.\

\

by

i - = |

PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION B-B
DIVISION TO MATCHLINE C7-12
» 115’ R.O.W. EACH SIDE AND 14’ MEDIAN THROUGH R.R. GRADE SEPARATION
»» 12' MEDIAN ASHLAND TO HALSTED

ST. - PROPOSED CONDITIONS

LS 1] -
; . F.-I'

SOUTH R.D.W.

s 24 )
3 v
[
ey

“Hinaky A

e 'EEY ]
ﬁ’!‘ﬂl

g Mpaam

- R

LEGEND

———--—— = PROPOSED RIGHT OF WAY
= CLOSED ACCESS

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL

X
@ = PROPOSED TRAFFIC SIGNAL

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL
T0O BE REMOVED

(ISN-"]) = MODIFY EXISTING STRUCTURE

= EXISTING TRAFFIC LANE CENF]GURAT[DW

= PROPOSED TRAFFIC LAME CONFIGURATION

= PROPOSED PUBLIC TRANSIT LOCATION

STRATEGIC

D A REGIONAL

ARTERIAL

!IL ROULE 83 -/ 12788 ST, / 130th

7
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DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED CONDITIONS:

* Construct 4-12' lanes

LIL ROV TE B3 # 1274h ST, / 1384h

_F R *

CALUMET PARK

EXISTING

VARIES 33’ 10 5@'» | VARIES 33 TD 5@
= o e ,
4 i 12 12 Q
o< : LANE mNEi Z
| | o
e i 9
o | >
() i ul
=z }
B i

ST. - PROPOSED CONDITIONS

SOUTH R.O.W.

118
B SN . o ollog

& e

2 > 2 ATPFL
S]GNAL 2.19 MILE qﬁ_p 8.63 MILE iTT 8.25 MILE ——
SPACING l |
PROPOSED ai e :::‘33 e —
R-O- W. +179

CALUMET PARK CHICAGO
! R &

LEGEND

&

()

= PROPOSED RIGHT OF WAY
= CLOSED ACCESS

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL
= PROPOSED TRAFFIC SIGNAL

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL

= MODIFY EXISTING STRUCTURE

= EXISTING TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATION

= PROPOSED TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATION

= PROPOSED PUBLIC TRANSIT LOCATION

TO BE REMOVED

STRATEGIC
D A REGIONAL
ARTERIAL
"/
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CHICAGO

H;‘,ﬁ,‘ =
l

CHICAGO

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED CONDITIONS:

* Construct 4-12' lanes

* Close Centerdon at State Street.
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LEGEND

= PROPOSED RIGHT OF wAY
= CLOSED ACCESS

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL

= PROPOSED TRAFFIC SIGNAL

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL

TO BE REMOVED
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CHICAGO —TECEND
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED CONDITIONS: et e o ae
* Proposed Realignment of 127th Street / Indiana Avenue / 13Bth Street X = CLOSED ACCESS
With Mimimum 415 Radius Curves, Close 127th Street West of Edbrooke. T E} = EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL
* Construct 4-12° lanes VARIES 33’ - 5@° i VARIES 33’ - 5@ _
» SN-16 = Proposed New I.C.G. Railroad Structure = 12/ 127 -T- 12 12" = @ BIRSRAREY: TR oA
With Proper Vertical Clearance. 2l LANE [ LANE Qlg @ = EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL
*» Realign north portion of Indiana Avenue 1nto realigned 127th Street. ol ) : =f 10 BE REMOVED
Dk i ot (JSN-""]) = MoODIFY EXISTING STRUCTURE
>< 1”0 i =< S
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wi ! =
i e < . EXISTING TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATION
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L ] o | .
PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION A-A ';* = PROPOSED TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATION
MATCHLINE C7-13 TO MATCHLINE_ C7-15 ([PT-"_) - PROPOSED PUBLIC TRANSIT LOCATION
= 15.5" MEDIAN THROUGH R.R. GRADE-SEPARATION —
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DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED CONDITIONS:

* Retain the existing 4-12' lanes and 15.5" median. ~
* SN-20 = Proposed new C. & W.l.R.R. Structure with Proper Vertical Clearence.

VARIES 5@’ TO 10@° L, VARIES 33’ T0 5@’

12/ 12 155 12’ 12°
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} EXISTING

PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION A-A
MATCHLINE C7-14 TO MATCHLINE C7-16

SOUTH R.O.W.

LEGEND

———-~-—— = PROPOSED RIGHT OF waY
= = CLOSED ACCESS

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL

= PROPOSED TRAFFIC SIGMAL

@ = EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL
T0 BE REMOVED

(JSN=5_]) = MODIFY EXISTING STRUCTURE

= EXISTING TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATION

» = PROPOSED TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATILO)
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(IFT=*"]) - PROPOSED PUBLIC TRANSIT LOCATION
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= Construct 4-12' lanes

e —

* Construct a 12" painted median

* Modification to SN-12 over Lottage Grove and the [.5.5. & S.B. Elec.
R.R. and the K. & E.R.R.will not be necessary.

*» Modification to SN-13 over [-94 will not be necessary.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED CONDITIONS:
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PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION A-A
MATCHLINE C7-15 TO MATCHLINE C7-17
«» 15.5 MEDIAN MATCHLINE C7-15 TO ELLIS AVE.

- PROPOSED CONDITIONS

SOUTH R.O.W.
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= PAOPOSED RIGHT OF wAY
= CLOSED ACCESS

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL

= PROPOSED TRAFFIC SIGNAL

= EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL

TO BE REMOVED

= MODIFY EXISTING STRUCTURE

= EXISTING TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATION

= PROPOSED TRAFFIC LANE CONFIGURATIO

= PROPOSED PUBLIC TRANSIT LOCATION
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CHICAGOD

CHICAGO LEGEND

_ * Construct 4-12" lanes
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED CONDITIONS: Construct a 127 painted median - ——— < PROPOSED RIGHT OF WAY
* Modification to SN-14 over the Little Calumet River will not be ¢ = CLOSED ACCESS
necessary by reducing the 12’ median to no median. E‘ R SR R
= * Construct 130Th Street / Broeinard Avenue By-pass T _
VARIES 50' TO 200’ | VARIES 50 - 200’ VARIES 33'T0 50 5 deelhs M- mig (I mewevsmrmpmsma
BE z 2 = of3 B T J5 | ® T
z| > LANE | LANE 4 Zle LANE | LANE [MEDIAN| LANE | LANE Z|o s
L ! = — i — (JSN-" [) = MODIFY EXISTING STRUCTURE
[ [ wn| T i o >
Az i o > 5 2 :
L::(J é E l“jj 083 [ c%c |l Ef_. § q'—‘ = EXISTING TRAFFIC LANE CDNFIGLIRMIOJ
T ] = 1 co/ N (N (" U —
PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION A-A ([PT-""]) - PROPOSED PUBLIC TRANSIT LOCATION

MATCHLINE C7-16 TO MATCHLINE C7-18

130'TH Street / Brainard Avenue overpass
IL_ROUTE 83 / 127th ST./ 13@th ST.- PROPOSED CONDITIONS (7,4 s
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Proposed 1380TH Street / Bratrard fverue By-pass.
Modify Existing Elevated R.R. Structure.

CHICAGO

N-C = Proposed New Railroad Structure with Proper Vertical Clearence.
* Proposed Realignment of Torrence Ave.with minimum 415 Radius Curves
* Proposed Two Lane By-Pass Between Brainard Ave & 138th Streets
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130"TH Street / Brainard Avenue overpass

PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION
MATCHLINE C7-17 TO PROJECT LIMIT

TORRENCE AVE.
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NOTES: ]

1. INTERSECTION DETAILS SHOULD REFLECT
IDOT STANDARDS AND CRITERIA AT TIME
OF PLAN PREPARATION.

2. ALL PAVEMENT WIDTH DIMENSIONS ARE EDGE
OF PAVEMENT TO EDGE OF PAVEMENT.

3. RIGHT-OF-W§AY REQUIREMENTS TO BE
DETERMINED IN PHASE 1 PLANNING.

4. FINAL INTERSECTION APPROACH AND DEPARTURE
GEOMETRY TO REFLECT LOCATIONS AND
CHANNELIZATION REQUIREMENTS OF ADJACENT

MINOR INTERSECTIONS.

119TH STREET AND IL ROUTE 7 /

KEY
@ RIGHT-OF-WAY

INTERSECTION DETAIL

TAPERS NOT TO SCALE, TO BE DESIGNED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH 1D0T STANDARDS.

STRATEGIC
D A REGIONAL
ARTERIAL
7, 1| [PUANNING STUDY 7

IL ROUTE 83 / 12/7TH ST. / 130@0TH

/
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METRO TRANSPORTATION GROUP AND BOYER ENGINEERING. LTD. FOR THE
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KEY
& RIGHT-OF-WAY
X ROAD CLOSURE
K] BUILDING REMOVAL

1. INTERSECTION DETAILS SHOULD REFLECT
IDOT STANDARDS AND CRITERIA AT THRME
OF PLAN PREPARATION. :

2. ALL PAVEMENT WIDTH DIMENSIONS ARE EDG
OF PAVEMENT TO EDGE OF PAVEMENT.

3. RIGHT-OF-WAY REQUIREMENTS TO BE
DETERMINED IN PHASE 1 PLANNING.

4. FINAL INTERSECTION APPROACH AND DEPARTUR
GEOMETRY TO REFLECT LOCATIONS AND
CHANNELIZATION REQUIREMENTS OF ADJACEN

MINOR INTERSECTIONS.

/6TH AVENUE AND /5TH AVENUE /

o1

INTERSECTION

DETAIL

NON SIGNALIZED
INTERSECTION

TAPERS NOT TO SCALE, TO BE DESIGNED |IN
ACCORDANCE WITH IDOT STANDARDS.

STRATEGIC
D A REGIONAL
ARTERIAL
7 [PLANNING STUDY ]
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NOTES::

1. INTERSECTION DETAILS SHOULD REFLECT
IDOT STANDARDS AND CRITERIA AT TIME
OF PLAN PREPARATION.

2. ALL PAVEMENT WIDTH DIMENSIONS ARE EDGE
OF PAVEMENT TO EDGE OF PAVEMENT.

3. RIGHT-OF-WAY REQUIREMENTS TO BE
DETERMINED IN PHASE 1 PLANNING.

4. FINAL INTERSECTION APPROACH AND DEPARTURE
GEOMETRY TO REFLECT LOCATIONS AND
CHANNELIZATION REQUIREMENTS OF ADJACENT

MINOR INTERSECTIONS.

HARLEM AVENUE /

50° w

50

62’

KEY
RIGHT -OF -WAY

X ROAD CLOSURE
K] BUILDING REMOVAL

TAPERS NOT TO SCALE,
ACCORDANCE WITH 1007 STANUARDS.

50|

IO BE DESIGNED IN

6.1

50’

ST. - INTERSECTION DETAIL

2 4

K
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NOTES:

1. INTERSECTION DETAILS SHOULD REFLECT
1DOT STANDARDS AND CRITERIA AT TIME
OF PLAN PREPARATION.

2. ALL PAVEMENT WIDTH DIMENSIONS ARE EDGE
OF PAVEMENT TO EDGE OF PAVEMENT.

3. RIGHT-OF-WAY REGUIREMENTS TO BE
DETERMINED IN PHASE 1 PLANNING.

4. FINAL INTERSECTION APPROACH AND DEPARTURE
GEOMETRY TO REFLECT LOCATIONS AND
CHANNEL IZATION REQUIREMENTS OF ADJACENT

MINOR INTERSECTIONS.

[L ROUTE 83 / 12/TH STREET

KEY

90’

T8

o RIGHT-OF-WAY

INTERSECTION

18

DETAILS

z‘.l ! o4
Lgtt

p74h STREET

TAPERS NOT TO SCALE, TO BE DESIGNED
ACCORDANCE WITH [DOT STANDARDS.

[L ROUTE 83 / 12/7TH ST. / 130TH ST.

STRATEGIC
s A REG 1 ONAL
ARTERIAL -
— 7, [PLANNTNG STUOY =
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MINOR INTERSECTIONS.

SACRAMENTO AVENUE /

S
(I}
2 11 N
KEY S
& RIGHT-OF-WAY o
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s
R - 30/ 30
[ 5] | |
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24"4 .
40 45’ 2k T
J“’ 9 41
127+h STREET | ! . G e . O S 1 N s
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— ;,l I:. .. -------------- :\l S
= S | _-;I s & o |
| B’ g 1 127th STREET
’ 5 '4rﬁ L4V|
40"/
£ =
24 | L
. ),
NOTES: =
> %
1. INTERSECTION DETAILS SHOULD REFLECT o
IDOT STANDARDS AND CRITERIA AT TIME = %
OF PLAN PREPARATION, o
2. ALL PAVEMENT WIDTH DIMENSIONS ARE EDGE = TAPERS NOT TO SCALE. TO 75.95 DERS]GNED IN %
OF PAVEMENT TO EDGE OF PAVEMENT. & ACCORDANCE WITH 100T STAMDARDS.
3. RIGHT-OF -WAY REQUIREMENTS TO BE & S
DETERMINED IN PHASE 1 PLANNING. |1t
4. FINAL INTERSECTION APPROACH AND DEPARTURE %
GEOMETRY TO REFLECT LOCATIONS AND
CHANNEL IZATION REQUIREMENTS OF ADJACENT %

L_IL ROUTE 83 / 127TH ST. / 138TH ST. - INTERSECTION DETAIL

STRATEGIC
D A REGIONAL
ARTERIAL
7/ [PLANNING STUDY 7
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METRO TRANSPORTATION GROUP AND BOYER ENGINEERING, LTD. FOR THE

(NOT TO SCALE)
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OF PAVEMENT TO EDGE OF PAVEMENT.
3. RIGHT-OF -WAY REQUIREMENTS TO BE
DETERMINED IN PHASE 1 PLANNING.
4. FINAL INTERSECTION APPROACH AND DEPARTURE
GEOMETRY TO REFLECT LOCATIONS AND
CHANNEL IZATION REQUIREMENTS OF ADJACENT
MINOR INTERSECTIONS.

MAPLE / 127TH STREET
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il
1. INTERSECTION DETAILS SHOULD REFLECT
IDOT STANDARDS AND CRITERIA AT TIME o
OF PLAN PREPARATION. ] i
2. ALL PAVEMENT WIDTH DIMENSIONS ARE EDGE TAPERS NOT TO SCALE, TO BE DESIGNED IN

é_IL ROUTE 83 / 12/7TH ST. / 13@TH ST. - INTERSECTION DETAIL

ACCORDANCE WITH 100T STANDARDS.

STRATEGIC
D A REG1ONAL
ARTERAL
7/ [PLANNING STUDY .
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PROPOSED CO

46’ | =
4 L2
L
Z N
KEY =
. =
s RIGHT-OF-WAY o
Ll
} .
V2] 361
Ll
=
35|
5 \ 66’ TAPERS NOT TO SCALE, TO BE DESIGNED [N
ACCORDANCE WITH IDOT STANDARDS. &
b i
O
a
\ i e
22 s
48’ | iy
¥
50/ , , =
) i 193’ o0 66
127TH STREET N % -
x < L 75 to 33’
i > y J e
:: ~ —————————
“ 4——“:ﬂ 5, ——— = =
¥
= \ 8 2774 STREET
NOTES: 3 140’ +o 33
1. INTERSECTION DETAILS SHOULD REFLECT L
ID0T STANDARDS AND CRITERIA AT TIME o gg
OF PLAN PREPARATION. 2| 1d
2. ALL PAVEMENT WIDTH DIMENSIONS ARE EDGE E;
OF PAVEMENT TO EDGE OF PAVEMENT. il »
3. RIGHT-OF-WAY 1S MEASURED TO BASELINE ON 1974 PLANS. || &=
FINAL RIGHT OF WAY REQUIREMENTS TO BE B
DETERMINED IN PHASE 1 PLANNING. 1
4. FINAL INTERSECTION APPROACH AND DEPARTURE =
GEOMETRY TO REFLECT LOCATIONS AND
CHANNEL IZATION REQUIREMENTS OF ADJACENT
MINOR INTERSECTIONS.
5. THE RIGHT TURN LANE ON THE EAST LEG OF WESTERN
AVENUE SHOULD BE DESIGNED AS A FREE FLOW RIGHT
TURN LANE.
; S = STRATEGIC
[L_ROUTE 83 / 127TH ST. / 13@TH ST. ST -
- - — =

NDITIONS

PREPﬁRED BY DAMES & MODRF/HCE IN ASSOLIATIDN wITH

METRO TRANSPORTATION GROUP AND BOYER ENGINEERING, LTOD.

;@ lllinois Department of Transportation
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= NOTES:
1. Intersection details should reflect
IDOT standards and criteria at time
of plan preparation.
2. All pavement width dimensions are edge
of pavement to edge of pavement.
3. Right-of-way requirements to be
\ determined in phase [ planning.
4. Final intersection approach and departure
.' geometry to reflect locations and
‘[ channelization requirements of adjacent
minor intersections.

C
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VW INCHE

k. ¢ ?

il 5 | us° g
(_1 s - 5° r . © g STPHE PR B _hh‘\-l
A [ LANE [ LANE | LANE | LANE

g |

savipomen | = 7 =5 PAVED DITCH

AT UNDERPASS PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION A- A AT UMDERPASS

** W’ MEDIAN THROUGH R.R. GRADE SEPERATION

Tapers not to scale, to be designed in
accordance with IDOT standards.

l.f IL ROUTE 83 /127th ST./130th ST.

w B E
L —
< e
Ay Q

| Frepared by DAMES & MOORE/MCE in association with
METRO Transportation Group and Boyer Engineering, Ltd. for the
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(NOT TO SCALE)
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£ X = ARTERLAL ____
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24

I

24

t1

1 Intersection detalls should reflect
IDOT standards and crilterla at time
of plan preparation.

2. All pavement width dimenslons are edge
of pavement fo edge of pavement.

3. Rlght-of-way requirements to be
determined /n phase 1 planning.

4. Final Intersection approach and departure
geomelry to reflect locatlons and
channellzaflon requirements of adfacent

minor Intersections.

i1

24]

KEY
® RIGHT-OF -WAY

4

X ROAD CLOSURE
K BUILDING REMOVAL

Tt

50’ 50’
] | s
i%‘ I;’g' i":r)l
4 Lk
3 127+h STREET i a3 AN . Rl
T | % - &
z F : 1 - =
— ;‘..TI ik o
' "R! 127th STREET
sl
50 50’
NOTE S

Tapers nol 7o scale, 10 be designed /o
agcecordance with D07 slandards.

F[L ROUTE 83 / 127th ST. / 130th

ST. - PROPOSED CONDITIONS

. STRATEGIC
D A REGIONAL
ARTERIAL
T [PLANNING STUDY 7
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METRQ Transportation Group and Boyer Engineering, Ltd. for the
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KEY
® RIGHT-OF-WAY
X ROAD CLOSURE
K BUILDING REMOVAL

[z=] ¥
@ : =
= INDIANA AVENUE
h-' *' - F
= o \ NOTES:

1 Intersectlon detalls should reflect
IDOT standards and criferla at fime
of plan prepardation.

2. All pavement width dimenslons are edge
of pavement to edge of pavement.

3. Right-of-way requirements fo be
determined In phase I planning.

4. Final Intersection approach and departure
geomeftry to reflect locatlons and
channellzation requirements of adjacent

minor Intersections.

T = |

7gpers nol Jo scale, fo be designed /n

140 to 36 agcecordance with 1007 Slandards.

. - g : SO - o (_ g;ﬁ?ﬂ?ﬁﬁft‘
_IL_ROUTE 83 ¢ 127th ST. / 130th ST. - PROPOSED CONDITIONS (s jgg/ ﬂ

ARTERIAL

[PLANNING STUDY B
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METRO Transportation Group and Boyer Engineering, Ltd. for the
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w RIGHT-OF-WAY
X ROAD CLOSURE
K] BUILDING REMOVAL

KEY |

2

[TORRENCE AVE.

m 3

NOTES. 1 Intersectlon detalls should reflect

IDOT standards and criteria at fime

of plan prepardation.

All payement width dimenslons are edge
of pavement fo edge of pavement.
RIght-of-way to be approximately 25’
outside future edge of pavement. Final
rlght of way requirements fo be
determined In phase 1 planning.

Final Intersection approach and departure
geomelry to reflect locaflons and
channellzatlon requirements of adjacent
minor Intersections.

=

[ ROUTE 83 / 127th ST. / 130th

Fapers nol fo scale, 10 Le designed /1
accordonce with 007 standards.

ST. - PROPOSED CONDITIONS

i STRATEGIC
D A REGIONAL
ARTERIAL
/i “ FLANNING STUDY /
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METRO Transportation Group ond Boyer Engineering, Lid. for the
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KEY
[sof RIGHT-OF-WAY
X ROAD CLOSURE
K] BUILDING REMOVAL

NOTES: L Intersection details should reflect
' [DOT standards and criteria at time
of plan preparation.

2. All pavement width dimensions are edge
of pavement to edge of pavement.

3. Right-of-way to be approximately 25’
outside future edge of pavement. Final
right of way requirements to be
determined in phase 1 planning. T

4. Final intersection approach and departure
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Public involvement plays a fundamental role in the SRA study. The process sets the stage so that
local agencies have the opportunity to provide input, as well as, voice their concerns throughout
the study process. The study is initiated (Individual Community Interviews) and completed
(Public Hearing) with public involvement. There are four phases to public involvement in this
project, Individual Community Interviews, Advisory Panel 1 Workshop, Advisory Panel 2
Workshop, and Public Hearings. In addition, a periodic newsletter spotlighting the SRA corridor
is published.

Individual Community Interviews

The first step in the study process has been to conduct interviews with municipal, governmental
and other agency representatives. This has allowed the consultants to introduce the SRA study
to local officials. At this time, the design team is introduced to the community representatives.
This opportunity allows the design team to develop a better understanding of local concerns and
perspectives toward each corridor. Comments and information are gathered and incorporated in
the Issues Summary Report.

Advisory Panels

Advisory Panels were established to assist with the study by supplying input and review during
all phases. The design team meets with representatives from each of the communities to obtain
further information and to discuss the preliminary design concept in the Advisory Panel 1
Workshop. The Advisory Panel 1 Workshop is an open forum where the participants are
encouraged to share ideas and information. Advisory Panel 1 Workshop occurs after the ICI’s
are completed and after IDOT has reviewed the preliminary design concept. The Advisory Panel
1 Workshop is basically an extension of the ICI’s. The Advisory Panel consists of representatives
from the communities and agencies adjacent to the SRA. Primarily, the Panel consists of elected
officials from each of the communities. Advisory Panel 1 was held on October 5, 1995 at the
Meadows Golf Club in Blue Island.

Next is the Advisory Panel 2 Workshop where the recommended SRA plan is presented and
discussed. The Advisory Panel 2 Workshop occurs after IDOT has reviewed the geometric
design and the draft report. Advisory Panel 2 was held on at

The Advisory Panel for Illinois Route 83/127th Street/130th Street was composed of
governmental agencies along the corridor.

. Cook County . City of Blue Island
. City of Palos Park . City of Calumet Park
. City of Palos Heights . City of Chicago

. City of Alsip
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Public Hearings

The public hearing for Illinois Route 83/127th Street/130th Street was held on
This hearing was held at . Public comments were documented as shown in
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Individual Community Interviews Issues Summary Report
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SRA Subset #4
Advisory Panel #1 Workshop
TORRENCE AVENUE
Lansing Village Hall
Lansing

Thursday October 5, 1995
10:00 A.M.
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Advisory Panel I Workshop Meeting Minutes

ADVISORY PANEL 1 WORKSHOP
SRA CORRIDOR O7 - IL RTE 83\
127th STREET \ 130th STREET
MEETING MINUTES

Date: October 5, 1995
Time 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Location Meadows Golf Club - Blue Island, Illinois

Subject: Strategic Regional Arterial Subset #4
IL Rte. 83 / 127th Street / 130th Street

Attendees: Stephen Kehoe, Boyer Engineering, Ltd.
Tim Wright, Boyer Engineering, Ltd.
Chris Siefert, Boyer Engineering, Ltd.
Gary Cartwright, Boyer Engineering, Ltd.
Paul Schneider, Dames & Moore/MCE
Larry Lux, Dames & Moore/MCE
Rich Starr, Illinois Department of Transportation, District one
Jerry Martin, City of Palos Heights
Don Peloquin, City of Blue Island
Mike Anastasia, City of Blue Island
Bill Maples, City of Blue Island
Vincent J. Cullen Jr., Village of Alsip
Joyce Cavanaugh, Village of Alsip
Janice Morrissy, South Suburban Mayors & Managers Association
Vicky Smith, Southwest Council of Mayors
Patrick J. O’Malley, State Senator (18th District)
Alderman John Buchanan, 10th Ward City of Chicago
Laura Slubowski, 10th Ward City of Chicago
Frank Gassmere, Village of Crestwood
Frank Scaccia, Village of Crestwood

Copies to: Attendees, Donald Jeanes, Mayor Village of Palos Park, Buster Porch, Mayor
Village of Calumet Park, Robert Shaw, Alderman 9th Ward, Carl F. Kowalski,
Superintendent Cook County Highway Department, John Stroger, President Cook
County Board, Maureen Murphy, Rep 36th District, Jack O’Conner, Rep 35th
District, Thomas J. Dart, Rep 28th District, Arline M. Fantin, Rep 29th District,
Harold Murphy, Rep 30th District, Constance A. Howard, Rep 32nd District,
Donne E. Trotter, Sen 16th District, Emil Jones Jr., Sen 14th District, William
Shaw, Sen 15th District, David Hunt, CATS
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The purpose of this meeting was to present the first Advisory Panel Meeting for the SRA corridor
and to solicit comments. The meeting began with an introduction by Rich Starr, of the Illinois
Department of Transportation, and a general overall view of the SRA project by Paul Schnieder.
of Dames & Moore/MCE. Stephen Kehoe of Boyer Engineering Ltd., followed with a review
of the SRA corridor. The following is a summary of comments for specific locations.

Segment 1 - Along IL 83 from U.S. 45 to Illinois Route 43

This segment is characterized by two 12 foot lanes with adjacent aggregate shoulders and open
drainage. From U.S. 45 to 86th Street, the existing conditions will be maintained to minimize
impacts to the Forest Preserve. The recommended cross section on IL 83 from 86th to IL Rte
43 consists of four 12 foot lanes an 18 foot mountable median and adjacent combination curb and
gutter.

. There were no comments or questions on this segment.
Segment 2 - Along IL 83 from Illinois Route 43 to 127th Street

This segment is characterized by two 12 foot lanes with adjacent aggregate shoulders and open
drainage. The recommended cross section on IL 83 from IL Rte 43 to 127th street consists of
four 12 foot lanes with an 18 foot mountable median and adjacent combination curb and gutter.

. There were no comments or questions on this segment.
Segment 3 - Along 127th street from Illinois Route 83 to Kedzie Avenue

This segment is characterized by four 12 foot lanes with adjacent combination curb and gutter
and enclosed drainage system. The median varies in this segment from a 4 foot raised concrete
median across the Cal-Sag Bridge, to a 12 foot painted median before Cicero to a 16 foot
mountable median near Crawford Pulaski and to a 19.5 foot barrier median through the railroad
grade-separation at the B.&O.C.T. railroad tracks west of Kedzie Avenue. The recommended
cross section on 127th Street from IL Rte 83 to Kedzie Avenue consists of retaining the existing
four 12 foot lanes and the adjacent combination curb and gutter along with the various median

types.

. Frank Gassmere of Crestwood - Is there any thought of doing anything with Route 83
from 127th Street down to Cicero Street, through Crestwood, which is becoming more
and more of a bad bottle neck.

. Rich Starr of IDOT - All we are studying are the given routes from CATS that are on the
SRA Network. The corridor given to IDOT to study was Route 83 / 127th Street /130th
Street.

. Mr. Gassmere - But, Route 83 comes down that additional mile and there is an alarming

amount of traffic and accidents along that stretch. It is only two lanes and as long as you
are widening the rest of it, it’s only going to increase the problem we have there now by
generating more traffic on what’s already a bad problem. Anybody coming east to west
or west to east are coming down Cicero Avenue or they’re coming off 1-294 and they
want to get around and go up that way, it’s a bottle neck now, it’s only two lanes and
you’re going to actually increase the problem.

. Mr. Starr - Maybe we can look at what the impacts would be in that section.
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Joyce Cavanaugh of Alsip - In your recommended improvements, have some of them
already been met? Do you plan on improving them any more?

Mr. Kehoe - No, in some of the areas the recommended improvements are the same as
the existing conditions. What we have done is to check through the route to see that we
are meeting the SRA standards. When the existing conditions do match the criteria for
the revised SRA standard cross section then the Recommended improvements do not show
any changes through that area.

Vincent J. Cullen Jr. of Alsip - I have got a list of questions I’d like to run by you if you
want questions and answers now.

Mr. Cullen - On 127th street from IL 83 to Cicero has already been widened, it already
has a painted median and so that area is complete. So the extent of the work you’ll be
looking to do is what in that area?

Mr. Kehoe - We would be retaining the existing except that we would incorporate Cicero
Avenue studies which are being studied separately for IDOT as another project.

Mr. Cullen - We’ll go on to that question next. So in that area | won’t be looking at
repaving, I won’t be looking at anything unless the area west of that from Route 83 west
were to be improved. I can only say through Austin Avenue which is the extent of
Alsip’s boundaries to the west is a prime business corridor which hasn’t been considered
in this SRA, it was mentioned earlier. Our concern in there is, at this time, Cook County
has made mention of opening a new corridor through the tollway at Central Avenue. This
is something that should be confirmed with the County, Village of Alsip, Crestwood to
see if this program has any future and if it does, then it will open a whole new corridor
of traffic coming into Central which puts you west of your proposed SRA. Central is
west of Route 83 and you’re going to bring larger quantities of traffic into that
intersection. That is one of the biggest bottle necks along the area. From your SRA west
of Route 83 you drop right down to single lanes east/west. From Palos all the way to
Harlem Avenue it’s a big bottle neck. One guy turns left and traffic is backed up for a
mile. So I would like to see this considered in the study.

Mr. Kehoe - I think that would be up to IDOT how far outside of the boundaries of the
corridor we would extend our study.

Mr. Starr - I think when they look at the 2020 plan the new proposed interchange with
the tollway that they were talking about at Austin or Central would be part of that whole
discussion. If there is a new interchange in the plan that might impact the area and then
we might study something on Central.

Mr. Cullen - The way I see it from Cicero Avenue west through Harlem Avenue will be
greatly affected by what is done at 127th and Cicero. I’m just talking traffic volumes.
Crestwood has a new mall south of there that attracts a lot of business. There was an
alternative plan, that I attended a meeting on, to alleviate some of the congestion at that
intersection by routing it more toward Central Avenue. We’ve got big problems at that
intersection when you are westbound, and also there are no southbound exits onto the
tollway from 127th which causes great traffic problems. That’s where most of the
problems come from. I’ve been to a meeting with the Tollway Authority on what is
going to be done with the ramp exit situation. They scratched out some things on their
plans which were quite sensible. [ think these two programs definitely need to work
hand-in-hand. I’ve already read what you’re going to do and it will greatly affect that.
I was more concerned that the area 1s already completed. The area between Cicero and
Kostner is completed at this time. It is already four lanes with a painted mountable
median. In that area here between Kostner and Pulaski you show it as four lanes with
a median. There is no median in that area. Two lane east, and two lanes west so there
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will be R.O.W. acquisition that needs to be done, and the road has to be widened.

Mr. Kehoe - We just need 3 foot at the intersection of Keeler Avenue if the preliminary
R.O.W. information is correct in showing 30 foot of R.O.W. on the North side. We have
enough R.O.W. in this area otherwise to use the typical section we have shown with the
four 12 foot lanes and the 12 foot median.

Mr. Cullen - Now due to the Lutheran Cemetery on the south side, are we looking at an
equal amount of widening on each side of the centerline? You’re adding a 12 foot lane
in there, so you’re going from 48 feet existing to 60 feet of pavement in there. I’m just
worried, are that you are looking at a dog-leg in the centerline to get around the cemetery
and you would be pushing all of the widening into the residences on the north side.
Mr. Kehoe - The centerline hasn’t shifted in any of the areas through here at the level of
preparation we have reached for this corridor.

Mr. Cullen - So the centerline will stay the same? Or we’re looking at equal amount on
each side?

Mr. Kehoe - Right. If we would be taking any R.O.W. to fit the improvement then it
would be shown on here. It looks like there is only 3 feet needed on the north side of
Keeler Avenue to fit the proposed improvement. This is just due to the preliminary
R.O.W. information that we have shown an existing 30 foot here. So actually to build
the proposed section through here we need 33 feet of R.O.W. Further study may indicate
a little additional R.O.W. may be needed to fit the utilities in the area. If the centerline
would have to shift it would have to be to the south where there is more room in the
existing R.O.W.

Mr. Starr - They are just coming out with a long range plan. The implementation of it
would be dependent on if we’ve got the money to build this project, and that we’ve got
local support to build this project. So what they’re showing is a long range plan for the
route. We’re not saying that we’re going to build it today, or 10 years from now.

Mr. Cullen - You say all of the traffic signals along here are going to be looped. They’re
spaced so far apart.

Mr. Starr - That’s the problem. When you can get them within a half mile at least you
have a chance at looping the signals together.

Mr. Kehoe - Looping the signals depends on the timing of each one, the spacing between
signals, and the speed of travel. You can usually get groups of signals to work together.
You try to get as large of a green band of time to work with and then you look at the
speed and distance between the signals to determine if you can put them in progression.
Mr. Cullen - One of the things I want to confirm is that a large portion of the Alsip
improvements have been done already. We are therefore not looking at any major
obstructions to this area. We went through this area already a couple of years ago.

Mr. Kehoe - What we tried to do is go through the existing roadway conditions and try
to meet the SRA Standards with our proposed improvements to try and come up with
something that is also fairly uniform.

Mr. Cullen - Our big concern is the thought of two SRA intersections intersecting at
127th and Cicero. That’s got to be one of the major intersections on this route.

Mr. Starr - That is why we’ve got a more detailed Phase I study that’s spending a lot of
money just to look at that intersection. They are going into a lot more detail than these
guys could, so we are just going to the let the results of that study drive what we put into
this report.

Mr. Cullen - I would just hate to see a project go through and then when everything is
constructed the Tollway Authority would come through with something different.

Mr. Starr - No that’s all part of that other study, they are coordinating with the Tollway.
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Segment 4 - Along 127th street from Kedzie Avenue to 130th Street

This segment is characterized by four lanes with 10 to 11 foot widths and adjacent combination
curb and gutter and enclosed drainage system. The is no median in this segment. The
recommended cross section on 127th Street from Kedzie Avenue to 130th Street consists of four
12 foot lanes and adjacent combination curb and gutter. Also recommended is a 12 foot painted
median from Ashland to Halsted. There are two Railroad underpasses proposed in this segment.
The first one is at the G.T.W. Railroad tracks and B.&O.C.T. Railroad tracks. A Concrete
retaining wall and extension of California to 123rd street is proposed. The second is at the 1.C.
Railroad tracks. Three to one side slopes are recommended at this underpass. The Removal of
the 48 parking spaces along 127th street is recommended.

. Alderman John Buchanan (10th Ward City of Chicago) - What were the boundaries of

Segment 47

. Mr. Kehoe - From Kedzie Avenue to 130th Street.

. Alderman Buchanan - Can you talk about whether you are straightening anything at all
in that area from 127th to 130th?

. Mr. Kehoe - Yes we are realigning in the area of the "Z" curve at 127th street / Indiana
/ 130th street.

. Mr. Peloquin - When you say grade-separation are you talking overpass or underpass?

. Mr. Kehoe - We would go underneath both of these railroad tracks at this point. We

would need a retaining wall to hold back the earth in this area. The improvement would
run from Sacramento to Highland. We would have to extend California to 123rd Street
as this would be the access for the homes back in this area along with a right-in/right-out
where the commercial restaurant is now for sale. We would close the following roads on
each side due to the grade-separation, California, Mozart and Wahl Street along with

Fairview.

. Mr. Peloquin - Can you clarify, how are you going to afford that?

. Mr. Starr - This is a major improvement and there are major impacts to this too. This
cuts off the access to everything between the two railroad tracks.

. Mr. Peloquin - I mean let’s be realistic. It sounds great, but you’re never going to afford
it, we can’t afford one going over at 135th and Western.

. Mr. Peloquin - You asked for comments. I'm just going to tell you.

. Mr. Starr - No, no, that’s fine. As Larry has mentioned, I think when we talked earlier

individually this was one of the things that Blue Island was looking for, trying to get
some grade-separation at these train tracks.

. Mr. Peloquin - I agree. I'd just a soon have the railroads raise their tracks. You know
the whole thing is this, and I don’t know how many other towns are having the same
problem, but the railroads seem to just be dictating everything to everybody. They block
your town, your main roads and every area and they just don’t care. I’ve got blockages
in this town. On this track here it blocks 119th, 123rd, 127th, Union, Broadway and
Western and there is 45 trains a day on this track. I have 44 trains a day on that track,
and the average length of the trains are roughly about 100 cars per train. So just with that
alone you’re talking about a 3 hour blockage if they keep moving which they don’t
because the yard is just in Riverdale so they stop.

. Alderman Buchanan - How about a state wide law that creates limits to a trains length
adopted by the General Assembly that suggested no train can be longer than 40 cars.
. Mr. Peloquin - It never used to be a problem in this town when they had extra people

because they would go break the trains. If they were going to block an intersection
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they’d break the train. But they don’t have any extra people. They have two people on
a train and they just do what they want with it and then you go to court with the tickets
and they write you a check and say thank you because we are still making more money
than we’re paying you.

Mr. Starr - Well you know what we wanted to come up with was not something we were
going to build in the next 5 years. What we want is the ultimate plan that ideally is what
we’d like to do on all of these routes and there are some places where we didn’t
recommend grade-separations. 1 agree that this cost will be high. The cost on Western
Avenue you know where we are talking about a mile and a half bridge would be very
high.

Mr. Peloquin - As IDOT you are proposing your SRA Routes which are your routes, how
do your SRA routes work with the number of routes that the County also has which is
basically Kedzie Avenue as far as Blue Island goes? Kedzie Avenue, now that they have
finished that overpass in the Robbins area, ties to the south side of our community. The
traffic on Kedzie each day is getting bigger and bigger and now if that traffic starts going
east and west from there how can we tie in these routes so that we keep traffic flowing
for commerce or large factories that have big trucks coming in using both routes?

Mr. Starr - Well what happened was this current SRA Network where they chose Western
Avenue, 127th, 95th and the other routes in the network were chosen when they did the
year 2010 transportation plan. They are in the process now of updating that to the year
2020 plan and as part of that they are going to be updating this arterial network, the SRA
System. So there very well may be, if the decision is there that there is not going to be
another grade-separation on Western Avenue and if we’ve got a grade-separation on
Kedzie maybe the SRA Network will be changed to reflect that. I don’t know that, but
there’s going to be a whole process that’s going to be gone through again over the next
12 months or so.

Mr. Peloquin - For our sake when you talk in traffic patterns here you are talking
Wireton Road and 127th down to Vermont which is where they end up. Wireton Road
turns into Vermont and a lot of those people come from Alsip, and Palos evidently to
catch a train. Now traffic on Vermont Street is increased between the hours of 6:30 in
the morning and 9:00 and the road is just packed and when you get out between 4:30 and
6:30 that road is just packed again, you’ve got a ton of traffic coming in and out of there.
Mr. Anastasia (Blue Island) - Especially when a train is blocking 127th.

Mr. Starr - I don’t think that these studies are going to handle those more localized traffic
congestion problems.

Mr. Peloquin - What I’m trying to get at is that the homes are being built out west, your
big population boom is out west. They’re trying to find the easiest routes to get in this
way to get either to I-57 or to catch the trains if they work downtown.

Mr. Starr - You know the idea is one of spacing, 159th, 127th, and 93rd and have the
major east/west traffic flows on those three corridors and try to do what you can on those
three corridors to focus the longer distance traffic onto these routes. You know, the next
step in this 1s then cost out the proposed improvements. They haven’t got to that stage
of what the cost of all these improvements would be.

Mr. Peloquin - I guess my only question is how can we comment on things that are not
going to be there? I mean for me to say this is wrong or this is right and to say what the
cost is. 1'd like to comment on the ideas of what we’re really going to try to accomplish
in a short period of time.

Mr. Starr - Well yeah, I think that you might want to comment that you think it’s
unrealistic, it’s not feasible to do this and therefore we should focus on improvements that
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don’t require grade-separations, but still would improve the delay problem on 127th
Street. Those are policy type decisions, if we can pass some laws to change the
movement of trains or whatever. We run into the same problem on the Burlington
Northern, the commuter line through Riverside, Brookfield, on all of those we get the
same type of problem where the commuter trains stop and block the intersection.

Mr. Peloquin - I don’t think that the commuter trains are blocking the intersections it is
the freight trains that block for half hour to 40 minutes.

Mr. Starr - Well there are some long delays through some of these places. It’s worse here
where you have breaks.

Alderman Buchanan - Can you get the railroad people to ever sit on the meetings? Are
there any railroad people here today?

Mr. Starr - No they’re not here today.

Alderman Buchanan - Were they invited to these meetings?

Mr. Starr - Not any. We talked to them, the mayor is aware on Western Avenue. We’ve
talked to them, we’ve had committees I know on Harlem Avenue. They are basically on
any route, Northwestern or Burlington it doesn’t matter who they are they aren’t interested
in doing anything, they solely care about the trains. We haven’t had any success with any
of them. [ think mayor, if you feel strongly, that this is only a long range plan and we
need to deal with some shorter range solutions through here that should be your comment.
Not only do we need to identify something, if we had all the money in the world we
could build, but something that maybe will solve your problems short-term you know
maybe that’s something we have to deal with in addition to the long term solution.

Mr. Peloquin - Well let me ask this so I can understand this; as you go farther west your
goal is to increase the laneage so you’ve got more flow of traffic, is that correct?

Mr. Starr - Well not on here we’re not increasing it. We're only going to four lanes and
in fact through the Forest Preserve we’re staying at two lanes. So we’re not expanding
any of this route to six lanes because there is R.O.W. impacts which are too severe.
Mr. Peloquin - Between Ridgeland and Harlem do you plan to make that a four lane?
Mr. Starr - Yes that will be four lanes.

Mr. Peloquin - So you are going to improve traffic flow in there.

Mr. Kehoe - We are going to try to make it four lanes all the way to 86th Avenue.

Mr. Starr - That’s the long range plan to make it consistent to four lanes.

Mr. Peloquin - I can’t speak for Palos Heights, but to me getting that traffic flow moving
better would be essential for our commerce over here too. With the hospital and
everything, making that wider makes more sense than just IL 83. But then again I’'m not
Palos Heights. I guess I'd rather see studies that we can really talk about. 1 understand
where your guys are coming from, but we need solutions now.

Mr. Starr - From these studies, when we conclude all of these studies, we are going to
prioritize them and then based on cost, acceptance by the community, and where the
improvements would relieve an existing choke point would all determine the rankings on
which of these studies and which of the improvements should be done.

Mr. Peloquin - How are the demographics of the areas figured into all of these rankings?
In other words how the populous is moving west or moving east or how in our
community it remains pretty much the same except that the vehicular traffic is increased.
Mr. Starr - Well | think that we try to spread out our improvements to touch all parts of
the region. We don’t try to focus all of our spending on DuPage County, Northwest
Cook County or whatever. What we have are programmers that try to geographically
space all the improvements that we have, now they may be different types of
improvements further out west maybe we’re adding lanes everyplace, maybe here we’re
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doing more operational type improvements. The problems here are more with the trains.
you need grade-separations. You don’t need increased number of lanes because you can’t
get increased number of lanes where you’ve got a lot of R.O.W. restrictions.

Mr. Peloquin - I’'m sorry, I didn’t mean to take up so much of your time.

Mr. Kehoe - That’s what we’re here for to get your input. Again we have to study the
whole route and find the problems to apply a cost to help IDOT to prioritize some of the
improvements. We’ve looked at numerous alternatives including overpasses through here.
Mr. Peloquin - When you look at this you have to throw in Kedzie Avenue. We have
seen, locally, the heavier traffic go along Kedzie Avenue to go south. You can go south
and avoid all trains on Kedzie until you get to 159th which is almost to Route 30.

Mr. Starr - So there’s a link of 127th Street to people who are using it for north/south
trips to get between Western or Pulaski.

Mr. Peloquin - If they’ve been in this area at all they know the trains on Western Avenue
at 135th, 139th, and 140th will stop you. They go right to Kedzie and shoot down.
Mr. Starr - So maybe we need to beef up some of the intersections with those movements,
say from southbound Pulaski to 127th. Maybe that left turn movement now becomes
important and we need to look at increasing the lane configurations.

Mr. Peloquin - The idea of Vermont, and the Wireton Road connection.

Mr. Starr - No that’s what I mean. Okay that’s a good comment

Mr. Kehoe - That’s the kind of input we are looking for.

Mr. Peloquin - Also get us a some legislation that we can cut the trains.

Alderman Buchanan - | think that’s an important direction that somebody ought to begin
to institute in Springfield. I was going to try to do it in the city of Chicago and found
that we don’t have that right to take control like the trains. What we’ve been able to do
is get some of them to accommodate it, because what we have in Chicago is R.O.W.
control. I have to sign an option to give them another 10 years to go over a city street,
I tell them to tear up their tracks. So they take me to court and then they sue, but I still
tell them to tear up their tracks until they do something to improve the crossing, the rail
movement and a few things like that. Railroads were here before the country was born.
They wrote the laws that gave them all the benefits. Just understand that I have been
fighting railroads for the last 60 years and it has been an interesting fight.

Mr. Starr - One thing we should probably state is, in previous studies the level of detail
they’re showing here is sort of where the final product should be at in the end. What
they’re showing at this interim stage is a lot more detailed information. In the past when
we went out to the first Advisory Panel meeting we said okay four lanes, then we got
some detailed input so we are still willing to make and will make a lot of changes based
on what we hear today.

Bill Maples (Blue Island) - You do have a lot of maintenance problems on that bridge,
over the railroad yard, it’s starting to fall apart.

Mr. Kehoe - From the SRA typical all that we have to have is 11 to 12 foot lanes through
there so we maintained the existing section and when the life span of the structure has
been reached the decision can be made to increase the width of the lanes and even add
a turn lane if needed at the west end.

Mr. Starr - We have looked at the structure reports. If a structure was at the point where
it needed to be replaced than we would show it in there.

Mr. Peloquin - One other question, what is the basis of this traffic count for the truck
traffic that goes through here? I mean load limits because we are finding that from trucks
coming off of the tollway we probably have 30 to 40 trucks a day that go from the sites
over on Insignia that go over to SID fills with stuff. We have 40 to 50 trucks with sludge
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which means they are pretty heavy.

Mr. Starr - When we get into the Phase I study when we do a specific improvement then
we consider the percentage of trucks to determine the length of the turning radii and also
the pavement thicknesses. The pavement thickness is based on what they project the semi
and multi-unit trucks will be.

Bill Maples - Are there any plans for the 1.C. tracks east of there or are they going to just
stay the way that they are?

Mr. Kehoe - We have proposed an underpass.

Bill Maples - Go under the 1.C. tracks? So you’d go from the top of the viaduct down
into a hole underneath that track?

Mr. Kehoe - Right. The reason is that an overpass would not work with the grade coming
down from the previous overpass. The vertical curves that would be needed to attain an
overpass with the grades that would be required to go back up and over the tracks would
physically not fit between the previous overpass and the proposed overpass. We looked
at that initially to see that it was not feasible.

Mr. Starr - So the only feasible way to grade-separate this railroad crossing is to go
under.

Mr. Kehoe - The other alternative is to leave it at-grade but the METRA stop is right
there. The tracks are blocked with every train that stops to load and unload.

Bill Maples - So you would be acquiring the buildings probably on the south side.

Mr. Kehoe - On both sides. There is a parking lot, a bowling alley, and Ray’s Pizza.
Bill Maples - Then you run into the church.

Mr. Kehoe - Well we’d be back at-grade before Wood.

Bill Maples - I have one question about this underpass at the last railroad. You go from
Highland Avenue which is in the Memorial Park area and you go, it’s got to be a 30 to
40 foot drop to the tracks. How are you going to underpass that track, I don’t know how
you are going to get up that hill?

Mr. Kehoe - We used 4% grades in our preliminary study and went from Sacramento and
then back up to Maple where we were back on grade. The SRA standard allows us to go
up to 7% grade and a more detailed study would be required to determine actual lengths
and elevation differences.

Bill Maples - So part of these streets will be closed off.

Mr. Kehoe - We would close off a few of the streets and California would be extended
north to 123rd Street.

Bill Maples - Would you need to widen as far as acquisition for buildings from
Sacramento going east?

Mr. Kehoe - Yes, there would be some buildings taken. It would be through the
negotiations during land acquisition that they would decide everything, but there would
be definitely 5 buildings taken and front access would be affected on ten more of the
buildings in there, but each one of those would be negotiated during land acquisition.
Mr. Starr - We want to get input from each community, before we go to a public hearing,
that we’re not going to get favorable input from people that live right there. With the
buildings that we are going to take we want to get what your reactions to this is too. The
final plan may be we don’t do this if we don’t get your approval.

Mr. Peloquin - I'll tell you right now you’ll never get that. There’s three business people
there that you could wait till Hell freezes over and they’ll never sell you their property.
Mr. Starr - You can get their property if it’s a good project and three small parcels are
the only thing that’s holding up a railroad grade-separation, and then we would have
everything grade-separated on 127th Street. If it’s general disapproval by the entire
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community then it doesn’t make any sense to go forward. So what your reaction to this
is what we are looking for.

Mr. Kehoe - At the I.C. railroad you’re taking the buildings anyway. If you would put
in a retaining wall you have to take the buildings because of how close they were built
to the R.O.W. so as long as you’re taking the buildings we would just use 3:1 slope to
save the cost of the retaining wall and make it look nice also.

Mr. Peloquin - The easiest way to do that crossing, I’ll tell you right now is to move the
tracks. Tie the tracks to go under the bridge, the current bridge, and then face them north
so they tie into the tracks under the current overpass along there. There is vacant land
on the north side of there that would allow you to build a new set of tracks and eliminate
that track altogether at the current crossing on 127th and you’re talking a lot less than an
underpass would cost since there is land available to run a new line so that the existing
line from the north could still tie into the existing I.C. line to the south.

Mr. Kehoe - Is that further north than on the exhibit?

Mr. Peloquin - It would be just outside of your picture. Just above the picture there is
vacant land that you could come all the way back actually into where the railroad is now
and as you go south the I.C. line is right there just angled and you could straighten that
angl~ out and do a lot of things.

Mr. Kehoe - We could take a look at that, if it would be inside of the scope of work to
realign the railroad tracks.

Mr. Starr - We will take a look at that.

Mr. Peloquin - You could talk to METRA.

Alderman Buchanan - Are you proposing a raised median between Ashland and Halsted?
Mr. Kehoe - No, a flush 12 foot painted median.

Alderman Buchanan - That is State of Illinois, IDOT, jurisdiction all the way?

Mr. Kehoe - Yes, all the way to 127th Street and they just acquired from Indiana to I-94
from the County. After [-94 it’s Chicago jurisdiction to Torrence Avenue.

Mr. Starr - Are we proposing anything to replace that parking which is removed in
Calumet Park? Is that parking for commercial?

Mr. Kehoe - There are a few for commercial and some for a couple of businesses where
they’re just actually storing cars and some for the apartments in through here. They have
parking in the back of the apartments that is not being used and at the Rainbow Grocery
Store they have their own parking lot with a few on the side street. When we looked at
the area we think that a lot of the parking can be absorbed by the side streets.

Mr. Starr - That’s important, we just don’t want to say that we’re removing 48 places.
Mr. Kehoe - We looked at each of these areas.

Mr. Starr - Okay. I just wanted to clarify that.

Alderman Buchanan - How would you improve the intersection at Halsted?

Mr. Kehoe - By adding left turn lanes.

Alderman Buchanan - Just a left turn?

Mr. Kehoe - Yes.

Alderman Buchanan - Would you change the signal?

Mr. Kehoe - The signals would be studied when you have to have more accurate traffic
counts which would be used in a Phase I study. We are mainly looking at lane
configurations with this study.

Mr. Starr - On all of the SRA Routes the idea is ultimately to have a coordinated signal
system so that they are all tied in together.

Alderman Buchanan - Any ideas of attempting to try to straighten that Z Curve?

Mr. Starr - This looks like just a line on a map that connects these two streets but we
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spent a lot of time trying to figure out what would be the best solution. The existing just
doesn’t work if you're going to carry four lanes of traffic and come to a stop. So that
area is critical.

Alderman Buchanan - The reason why I raise a question is because ACME owns this
corner. Currently they’re talking about a major investment on that corner in the next 5
to 7 years.

Mr. Starr - Is that right.

Alderman Buchanan - Oh yeah. They just rezoned this back to heavy manufacturing. If
you’re talking in terms of any kind of acquisition here and planning to eliminate the dog-
leg to 130th Street I think I’d be busy talking to the ACME Company to let them be
aware of the fact that this is part of the planning to get rid of that Z curve. Again you’'ve
have a railroad to deal with.

Mr. Kehoe - There are seven tracks at this location.

Alderman Buchanan - Seven tracks across and a viaduct that’s almost ready to fall in too.
Mr. Kehoe - You’d be looking at improvements in the near future to these tracks, if they
are in that bad of shape, so the new improvement might as well fit the long range plan.
Mr. Peloquin - Just to touch on something again; if you’re going to do this study in
regards to 127th you have to incorporate in that thought process the area from 83 to
Harlem on 127th Street and from 83 all the way over to Kostner on the part that goes by
the mall in Crestwood. If you are going to study any kind of traffic patterns that has to
be essential. I think you have got to look at it in regards to the different things that in
our area we are concerned with, as with the 10th Ward, is our industry. That is our
corporations up here. As you come farther east it’s heavier industry, therefore you’ve got
heavier truck traffic. You need to keep those trucks flowing. One of the things we have
with our businesses as I explained to you on Western Avenue is that 1 have got three of
our major employers down there screaming because they can’t get their trucks in and out.
You know, they’ve got a truck bringing supplies in, he’s a half hour late and that throws
them behind their schedule, they got people waiting to work with material and at the same
time trying to get things shipped out.

Mr. Starr - Well that’s the benefit of getting the grade-separations and the cost of the
grade-separations.

Mr. Peloquin - I also think that the other thing is there should be something that should
be addressed in regards to the railroads because you now have the railroads, it is no
longer a CSX track and only CSX trains. They lease the tracks to any railroad that’ll
come on and use them and you have 6 or 7 different railroads using each track. So its
not just one train or one railroad company you’re trying to deal with 3 or 4 you know you
get brushed off. I write a ticket to CSX, they say that’s not us go talk to Wisconsin
Central and you talk to Wisconsin Central and they say well talk to CSX because we’re
doing what they told us to do.

Segment 5 - Along 130th street from Indiana Avenue to Torrence Avenue

This segment is characterized by four lanes with 10 to 12 foot widths and adjacent combination
curb and gutter and enclosed drainage system. The median varies from 15.5 feet at Indiana
Avenue to no median across the Little Calumet River Bridge in this segment. The recommended
cross section on 130th Street from Indiana Avenue to Torrence Avenue consists of four 12 foot
lanes and adjacent combination curb and gutter and retaining the various median types found in
this segment. There are two Railroad underpasses proposed in this segment. The first one is at
the [.C.G. Railroad tracks. A new Railroad structure to realign the "Z" curve at 127th St./Indiana
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Ave./130th St. and to improve the vertical and horizontal clearances at the existing structure is
proposed. The second is at the C.&W.I. Railroad tracks. A retaining wall is recommended at
this underpass to lessen the impacts to the park.

. Alderman Buchanan - Didn’t you just rebuild this whole area at Indiana.

. Mr. Starr - Yes we’re not going to do anything different there.

. Alderman Buchanan - Did the state build that or did the county?

. Mr. Starr - The county did it and turned it over to us (IDOT).

. Alderman Buchanan - Did they build it to the specifications that IDOT has?

. Mr. Starr - Yes, they built it to the SRA specs.

. Mr. Kehoe - Which is what we’re trying to show with the existing and proposed typical
overlays where there are no differences shown.

. Alderman Buchanan - Are there any ideas on the 130th and Torrence Intersection today?

. Mr. Kehoe - Yes, after we sent out the booklets we were still working with IDOT on that

intersection and we’ve got some ideas now. We didn’t bring the exhibits on that area
because we were going to discuss the ideas through there next week at the Advisory panel
meeting for Torrence Avenue. We would retain the intersection at 130th and Torrence
Avenue. We would start to run an intersection bypass which would just be two lanes that
would grade-separate the Ford Plant railroad tracks by going up and over. We would
shift the alignment of Torrence Avenue over to the existing abandoned railroad R.O.W.
on the east side in through here to pull away from the Ford plant so that we could grade-
separate at the railroad tracks on Torrence south of the intersection and be back up to
grade at the intersection of 130th and Torrence.

. Alderman Buchanan - Are you tying in Brainard Avenue?

. Mr. Kehoe - With the two lane bypass up and over the railroad and over Torrence Avenue
we would start working back down and tie into Brainard Avenue. This would allow
everybody that’s on Brainard Avenue that wants to bypass the train to take this overpass
and have two signalized intersections instead of the four that it would take to get through
this area. We feel that a lot of people would probably use that two-lane bypass. Since
the aerials were taken they have built the Ford expansion Plant and the employee parking
lot and it’s been a little bit difficult at this stage to really locate the building, but we feel
that it will affect the Ford Employee parking lot in through the east end.

. Alderman Buchanan - Do you keep track of possible Congressional Bills that relate to
some of these improvements you’re talking about? There was a Congressional Bill
introduced by Sangameister to deal with 130th Street to bring in some actual federal
dollars to do something which included some overpass work or something.

. Mr. Kehoe - We’ve heard that but have never seen anything.

. Alderman Buchanan - You haven’t seen anything actually coming through?

. Mr. Starr - I haven’t etther. I haven’t seen any details.

. Alderman Buchanan - Weller or Willard was supposed to have picked up on it and
supposedly guaranteed it with some statements again.

. Mr. Starr - On this route, as with most of the routes we study the major problem is
getting additional R.O.W. or removing parking.

. Alderman Buchanan - Do you have eminent domain here?

. Mr. Starr - Yes, here we would run into local opposition, people don’t want us. On this

route it is the railroad crossings that will be the problem. There are 4 or 5 major railroad
crossings that need to be improved on this route. The problem ends up being where are
you going to get the dollars to do something to implement the proposed improvements.
There’s a lot of money involved in this corridor to do anything to improve it.
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Close

. Mr. Starr - I think that Steve has gone through everything here. What we wanted is your
comments. We thank everybody for showing up today, we appreciate all your comments.
If you can get any written comments, funnel them through Vicky and we’ll make sure we
get them and adjust them before we go forward. Thanks again.

Faithfully Submitted,

Stephen Kehoe, PE
Corridor Leader
Boyer Engineering, LTD
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The ICI
Process
and
Purpose

Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) Subset 4 was the
first subset to use the Individual Community Interview
(ICT's) process. Individual interviews were conducted
instead of a group panel meeting to:

* Involve community leaders one on one with
the project study team.

* Identfy local concerns at the earliest possible
stage of the study.

Create open, two way communication between
the study team and community leaders.

Introduce the project study team.
Collect community information,

Identify an ongoing local contact person and a
person to continue participation in future panel
workshops.

ICI's were held with officials from counties,
municipalities and other agencies. Meetngs began
with an introduction of the corridor leader, the SRA's
location, and an explanation of the SRA study's scope
and purpose. Information was then solicited from the
official regarding the public and/or local political
viewpoints for each corridor. Finally, the officials
were requested to continue their involvement in future
advisory panel workshops.

Cont'd on Page 2
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Torrence Avenue is designated as an SRA route for 10
miles from 95th Street to [-80/94 Kingery Expressway,
Input reczived through the Individual Community
Interviews (ICI's) conducted to date has provided
helpful information in developing the preliminary
concept for the corridor. The ICI's have given the
project study team a better understanding of local
perspectives along the route, as well as knowledge of
existing condidons, current and projected land use, and
local and regional traffic patterns. ICI's were
conducted in the communities ot Burnham, Calumet
City, Chicago, Lansing and with the Cook County
Highway Dzpartment. A future ICI will be scheduled
with the county forest preserve.

At the north end of the corridor, an S-curve directs all
traffic from Torrence Avenue onto Colfax Avenue,
which then intersects 95th Street. During an ICI it was
suggested that Torrence Avenue be extended to 95th
Street and a full intersection improvement constructed
to handle expected higher traffic volumes and trucks.

Orther issuzs noted during ICI discussions included the
need for improved access from the Torrence Avenue
corridor to the east at 103rd Street and also Brainard
Avenue.  The intersection of 122nd Street and
Torrence Avenue will need a traffic signal. This is the
only access point on the west side of Torrence Avenue
for a developing area along Stony Island and Lake
Calumet. Additonal access points are needed for large
industrial areas around 114th to 117th Streets

Cont’'d on Page 2
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The SRA System and Project Team

The SRA system is a 1,340 mile network of existing
roads in Cook, Du Page, Kane, Lake, McHenry and
Will Counties and a portion of Kendall County which
is being studied in subsets of 200-250 miles. Creation
of the SRA system is a major component of Operation
GreenLight, an eight-point plan that addresses urban
congestion in Northeastern Illinois with the goal of
improving regional mobility. ~ The SRA study
incorporates intermodal transportagon issues, land
planning/use issues and environmental concerns into
the study process. The SRA system was developed as
part of the region's 2010 Transportation System
Development Plan adopted by the Chicago Area
Transportaton Study (CATS) Policy Committee in
1989.

Torrence Avenue is one of fourteen corridors being
studied in the fourth subset of the SRA system. Dames
& Moore/MCE, Metro Transportaton Group, and
Hsiong and Associates form the consulting engineering
team that will study the route with Dames &
Moore/MCE as the lead consultant. Qur teamn will

evaluate input from CATS, IDOT and communities to
produce a long-range concept plan of improvements as
a part of an interactive process to address the future
needs of this corridor.

The ICI Process and Purpose (cont'd)

The ICI's emphasized that the purpose of the SRA
study was for long term future planning along the
corridor. Also highlighted was that final
recommendatons would be corridor-specific, based
on future needs and existng condidons along the
corridor, not just on a standard SRA design
guidelines. The interviews were conducted to listen
1o concerns, gather information, and involved an
open and frank sharing of local viewpoints by the
officials interviewed.
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What We Heard From You (cont'd)

The two bridges on Torrence Avenue in Burnham were
noted as a problem for pedestrians, where a guardrail
installation has reduced the available sidewalk width.

The intersection of 141st Street and Torrence Avenue
is a community concern since it is a high accident
location due to turning traffic and steep grades.
There is a fire station one block west which uses this
access point, so closing it off may not be acceptable,

South of 159th Street, the character of the corridor
changes dramatically Land wuse is entirely
commercial anchored by River QOaks Mall and River
Oaks West. Communities noted that traffic is very
heavy and congeston is common, especially during
the Christmas shopping season. Those interviewed
felt that roadway widening or other improvements in
this segment would be welcomed. One idea that has
been discussed, but not agreed upon, is to construct a
new bridge over the Litle Calumet River connecting
River Oaks Mall to the other shopping malls to the
south. This would allow shoppers to drive from one
mall to the other without using Torrence Avenue.

The existng bridge carrying Torrence Avenue over
the Lirtle Calumet River is also a concern due to
narrow existing traffic lanes, causing frequent
backups.

These and other issues that were brought up in the
ICI's will be addressed in the study of the Torrence
Avenue corridor. By identifying the concerns of the
local communides at the very outset of the study
process, IDOT, CATS, the project study team and
local governments will be able to more effectively
work together to plan for the future needs of the
Torrence Avenue SRA corridor. A corridor issues
summary report is being prepared and will be mailed

to each ICI participant.
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anxronmental Issues - An Introductxon

The SRA study is a dvnamxc
project inigated by the
Illinois  Departmment  of
Transportation to examine
the future transportation 8 Under Contract With:

needs of the Northeastern : ’
Illinois area. An important : Winots Department
concern of this project is the : of Transportation

environmental issues which
confront highway planning.

Prepared By:

As part of the planning _-% S & N RE / MCE
process, the SRA project study team will identty key . == DAMES & MOO [

environmental concerns of federal. swte, and local

i

' igni . key is to identity the nvi : . "
.‘ significance. The key is to identity these environmental | 11 Coordination With:
ke : -

concerns early in the planning process. Early ideniitfication
allows more time tor soludons. Environmental issues which : Ct/ Chicago Area

are a concern for transportation projects include nearlv the Transportation Study
entre spectrum of environmental topics. The SRA project '

study team reviews each of these topics to determine what :
effect a roadway project will have on them. I CATS Council of Mayors:
Planning Liaison:

Planners must never lose sight of the fact that environmental
concerns equate to people's concerns. It is easy to look ata |  Janice Morrissy
map and locate a wetand, floodplain, or historic site. The i South Suburban Mayors & Managers
SRA project goes one step further and that is public d  Association
involvement. It is the people in the community who are most g 1904 West 174th Street
affected both posidvely and negatively, by a roadway project. East Hazel Crest, IL 60429
People in the comrunities may have a different peréeption of | Phone No. (708) 206-1153

[ r B Fax No. (708) 206-1133
environmental impacts than the planners and engineers who :
review maps. That is why the public involvement process is .
as key element in dealing with environmental issues. In this § For SRA Information Contact:
way, no environmental concern should be overlooked, and it :

is the people most affected who can ensure that the Joseph M. Chiczewski or

environment matters. ! Bruce Talbot
N c¢/o0 Dames & Moore/MCE

. ; 1701 Golf Road, Suite 404
After all the data has been collected and the public input is d  Rolling Mea(;ows, IL 60008

summarized, a more detailed analysis of these environmental B Phone (708) 364-8800
concerns will take place as individual corridors proceed to i Fax (708) 364-8818
more advanced design stages. i

Upcoming issues of the SRA newsletter will spotight critdcal Advisory Panel Membership:

environmental issues that are encountered during the planning Burnham

process. In future issues we will deal with the increasingly Calumet City

important subject of wetlands and the regulations that protect §  City of Chicago Ward 9 and Ward 10
Lansing

them. Cook County
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The Torrence Avenue SRA corridor map is shown on
pagzs four. The corridor extends from I-80 at the south
end to 95th Strest on the north. The roadway has four
through lanes from I-80 to 104th Street, and two lanes
from 104th to 95th. Curb & gutter and enclosed
drainage are provided throughout the corridor. Left
turn lanes and traffic signals are provided at major
intersections, and a full cloverleaf interchange is
provided at I-80. The characteristcs of the corridor
vary from open space to single family residendal to
hezvy commercial and industrial.

The southern segment of the corridor, from I-80 to
159th Street, is the most heavily traveled and most
congested portion of the corridor. The roadway is four
lanes wide, with left turn lanes and some right turn
lanes. Medians are a mixture of barriér curb and
painted two-way left turn lanes. Existng right-of-way
is typically 100 feet. Traffic signals are closely
spaced, partcularly in the River Oaks/River Oaks West
area. Land use in this segment is dense commercial
developments.

From 15%9th Street north to Pulaski Road (154th Street)
the corridor is almost enudrely fronted by forest
praserves. The roadway is four lanes wide with a four
foot painted median.

From 159th Street north to the Grand Calumet River
bridge (approximately 138th Street), the SRA corridor
passes through a residental area with light commercial
and scartered vacant parcels. The roadway is four
lanes wide with no median and intermitent sidewalks.
The existing right of way varies from 70 to 85 feet.

North of 138th Steet, the land use again changes
drastcally, becoming heavily industrial. From 138th
tc 109th, the corridor is characterized by large

S ICoRIC e ad e s YT o
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facilides such as the Ford assembly plant, Acme Steel
Company coke plant, and the Cargill linseed oil
processing plant. The roadway in this segment is four
lanes, with no medians or sidewalks.  Right of way
varies from 66 10 116 feet.

The remaindar of the corridor, from 109th Street to
95th Swreet, is a mix of light commercial and residendal
areas. From [09th to 104th, four lanes are maintainad
in addition to parking. North of 104th, the four lane
pavement is generally used as two through lanes and
two parking lanes. Right of way is 80 feet. Betwesn
97th and 96th Streets, the road curves to the west and
becomes Colfax Avenue, which intersects 95th Street.
Torrence Avenue becomes little more than an alley,
and ends at 2 cul-de-sac south of 95th Street.
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THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL (SRA) SYSTEM

Wetlands

The term "wetlands” is defined by law as "those areas
that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground
water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support,
and that under normal circumstances do support a
prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in
saturated soil conditions. Wetands generally include
swamps, marshss,
bogs, and similar
areas” (33 CFR
323.2(c); 1984).

Wetands provide
many services and
commodites  to
humanity.
Wetands store
great amounts of
excess water, gradually releasing it as floodwater
recedes thus reducing peak flood damage. In additon,
by actng as a natural sponge for surface runoff,
wetlands retain groundwater which is slowly released
during drier periods. In this way, wetlands lessen the
severity of seasonal droughts, and provide a more
stable water table year round.

Furthermore, natural wetland vegetation along lakes &
rivers slow runoff from the surrounding land, reducing
erosion and scouring of sream channels. As the water
is slowed the silt load is often deposited in the wetland.
The roots of the vegetation then bind and stabilize these
sediments, reducing the siltatdon problems evident in
many lllinois soweams.

Wetland vegetation working in conjunction with micro-
organisms can break down large amounts of organic
matter and chemicals providing pollution conuol.

Wetland habitats are necessary for the survival of a
high percentage of endangered and threatzned species.
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Also, about two-thirds of the fish and shelifish species
that are harvested commercially are associated with
wetlands.

Finally, wetands are a source of recreation and
education for sport fishermen and waterfowl] hunters
who enjoy the recreatonal benefits wetlands provids
Others use cameras and binoculars for observing
wedand wildlife and plants.

The Environmental Protection Agency, Army Corps of
Enginzers and U.S. Fish and Wildlife are taking steps
to protect the wetlands.

Source: Weatlands, by William J. Mitsch & Van

Nostrand Reinhold New York and James G. Gosselink
1986.
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ROADWAY HIERARCHIES

The two main characteristcs used to classify roadways into a
hierarchy are access and mobility. Access refers to the
number of locations a vehicle can enter the road, and mobility
is the level of ease in reaching the desired desunation. In
general, greater numbers of access points result in lower
mobility due to conflicting traffic movements.

ACCESS FUNCION

MOVEMENT FUNCTION

MOVEMENT ACCESS FUNCTION OF ROADWAY TYPE

Reference: lrautine of Tratic Enqineers. Sysrem

Convgersvons for Urban Artens! Streets, Ocicoer 1868

(Moaihea by CH2M HILLS
Functional classificadon of roadways gives planners the ability
10 group them according to the character of service they are
intended to provide and to plan for future transportaton
needs. The six levels of roadway hierarchies which are
associated with the six stages in a vehicle trip are: long
distance movement (few access points and high mobility),
transition, distribudon (SRA}, collector, local access, and end
destination. Long distance movements are typically handled
by expressways, with uninterrupted and high speed traffic
flow. After exiting an expressway, motorists travel on a
distributor-type roadway to bring them to the vicinity of their
destinagon. Finally, collector or local access roadways with
unlimited access bring the motorist to their destinadon.

Failure to recognize the different purposes of each roadway
type, its hierarchy, will Jead to inefficient uses by the motorist
and inadequate planning for its future neec.
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ublic involvement plays a
major role in the Strategic
Regional  Arterial (SRA)
project. There are four phases to
public involvement in this project,
Individual Community Interviews,
Advisory Panel 1  Workshop,
Advisory Panel 2 Workshop, and
Public Hearings. The first form of
this involvement is the Individual
Community Interview (ICI) where
the design team is introduced to the
community representatives to gather
preliminary information and
describe the project. Next the design
tear. meets with representatives
from each of the communities to
obtain further information and to
discuss the preliminary design
concept in the Advisory Panel 1
Workshkop. Third is the Advisory
Panel 2 Workshop where the
recommended SRA plan is presented
and discussed. Finally the deswn
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distributed to the Panel members
and the CATS liaison arranges the
meeting date and place. In essence,
Advisory Panel 1 Workshop is an
extension of the ICI's.

Advisory Panel 1 Workshop is
an open forum where the
participants are encouraged
fo share ideas and information.

—

The Advisory Panel consists of
representatives from the
communities and agencies adjacent
to the SRA. Primarily, the Panel
consists of elected officials from
each of the communities. However,
panel members are welcome to

bring other officials from their
community who have knowledge
pertinent to the corridor and the
study.

tearn presents the
final concept to the
communities at the

Putlic Hearing.
Subset 4 of the SRA is
currently in  the
Advisory Panel 1

Workshop phase of
public involvement.

Advisory Panel 1
Workshop occurs after
the ICI's are completed and after
IDOT has reviewed the preliminary
design concept. At that point,
Advisory Panel Thandouts are

The main goals of
the Advisory Panel
1 Workshop are to
gather input from
the communities
and to present the
preliminary
concept

Preliminary
information
regarding the
corridor was gathered at the ICI's.
Advisory Panel 1 Workshop will be
a more interactive discussion of
ideas and infermation related to the
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Advisory Panel 1 Workshop

corridor.

Advisory Panel 1 Workshop is an
open forum where the participants
are encouraged to share ideas and
information throughout the
discussion. Since the corridor plan
is at a more preliminary stage in
this Advisorv Panel than in
Advisory Panel 2, it is the best
opportunity for the communities to
air their concerns.

We are stressing the concept of
Advisory Panel "Workshops" for
SRA subset #4; these prove to be
useful tools for relaying information
to all involved parties. The format
will allow the participants to freely
share information. This will heip
facilitate a more continuous SRA
corridor as the Panel members w1ill
have a complete overview of the
issues affecting the entire corridor.

2

Traffic Analysis and
the SRA System

he proposed cross section for
each SRA route is based in part

on the desirable cross section
shown in the Design Concept Report
prepared for the SRA system. The
Design Concept Report indicates
three typical cross sections based on
area land uses, either urban.
(See TRAFFIC page 2,
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(Continued from page [)

number of through lanes and turn
lanes. In addition, capacity analysis
will also indicate sections of roadway,

uburban, or rural. These route
vpes are defined in the Report based
on household density.

SRA CROSS SECTION
INFLUENCING FACTORS

H’l’he project team then examines the

feasibility of the full SRA cross
section on the corridor. Some factors
hat can affect the proposed cross
section include available right of
way, adjacent land uses, and level of
service. Capacity analysis and level
f service are the focus of the
remainder of the article.

e role of capacity analysis in the
SRA project is a fairly minor one.
For the most part, cross section is

+ Desirable SRA Cross

Section

« Available Right-of-Way
« Existing Structure Impacts
« Adjacent Land Uses

« Level of Service

‘.%e'e;ermined by the other factors.
ere capacity analysis comes into
prominence is in intersection design.
‘The main use of capacity analysis for

the SRA project is to determine
intersection geometry, that is, the

limited by ROW constraints or
structural constraints, for example,
that will operate at a level of service
below SRA standards.

Underground Storage Tanks

icture this: You are driving

down a SRA route and your fuel

' gauge is on "E". You get to the
next service station and fill-up. You
have just used an underground

.storage tank (UST).

The term UST refers to any one or
combination of tanks, including

connected underground pipes, which
are used to contain an accumulation
of regulated substances beneath the
ground.

An underground storage tank which
leaks and  contaminates the
surrounding area is called a leaking
underground storage tank (LUST).
In 1984 there were an estimated
100,000 UST's presently leaking and
350,000 UST's predicted to develop
leaks in the next five years.

We are dependent on UST's which is
why they are found along every major
road in the State of Illinois. Gasoline
stations across the country account

TORREN CE AVENUE

Capacity Analysis for the SRA is
based cn the 1985 Highway Capacity
Manual. Traffic projections used are
for the year 2010 from the CATS
model, which 1is created using
assumptions about traffic patterns
and land use. In addition, existing
traffic information from the counties,
IDOT, and local agencies were used to
determine turning patterns at
intersections and to find the level of
the arterials

service operate at
currently.
Traffic patterns for the Torrence

Avenue SRA corridor are basically
proportional to land use densities. At
the south end of the corridor, near the
River QOaks commercial facilities,
traffic volumes are highest. These
volumes decrease approaching the
north end of the corridor. Future
traffic patterns are expected to
remain similar with some variations
due to growth and development.

for approximately 350% of the
ownership of underground storage
tanks, and the combination of auto
body shops, automobile dealers,
manufacturing plants, military bases,
and airports account for the rest.

For example, along the Ogden Avenue
SRA corridor there are over 100
potential UST sites, most of which are
auto repair shops.  The lllinois
Environmental Protection Agency has
designated 21 of these as LUST sites.
(Continued on page 3)
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‘In 1984, Congress added a new section to the Resource
- Contenatlon & Recovery Act (RCRA) Subtitle 1-Regulation

i of Underground Storage Tanks (UST's). This legislation was
J passed due to the fact that approximately 85% of the
estimated 2 million UST's in the country were constructed of

Ll steel with no protection from corrosion.
(

}Regulations for sites such as these are imperative and must

Lllbe strictly enforced. UST and LUST site regulations vary
(from state to state. However, each state requires four
gconditions be met:

1
i
{

o 1) Notification to the state of the existence of a tank

l by its owner

!( 2) Compliance with detection prevention, and
. correction of release standards.

L H‘%S) Compliance with tank performance standards.

Ccmpliance with financial responsibility

]
[ . ! standards.

Planning future road improvements and corridor studies will |
l alwavs deal with the problems of UST's and LUST's. What
must be remembered

though, is that while
every LUST is an UST,
not every UST has leaked.
Since regulations were
enacted, methods of new
tank installation and
materials used reduce the
chances for additional
spills and leaks. While
these regulations will
lessen the impact of new|
tanks on future projects,
there are still many tanks
installed  before these
regulations were enactedi
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O peration GreenLight was
created during the
development of  the
Transportation System Development
Plan for the year 2010. Many
agencies worked together in
develaping Operation GreenLight.
They include the following: The
Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), =Chicago
Area Transportation Study (CATS),
Northeastern Illinois Planning
Commission (NIPC), Illinois State
Toll Highway Authority, and the
Regional Transportation Authority
(RTA)

—

Operation GreenLight is an eight
point plan to deal with urban
congestion and improve mobility.
Operation GreenLignt addresses the
following major transportation
issues: creating the SRA network,
deve.oping major transit/highway
facilizies, improving other key
arterial roadways, identifying
strategic transit improvements,
improving freeway traffic
management, reducing demand for
highway use, and increasing
environmental consideration.

The task of identifving which roads
were to be studied was one of the
first tasks delegated in Operation
GreenLight. A committee from the
Illinois Department of
Transportation, CATS, NIPC, RTA,
and highway department officials of
the six county metropolitan area,
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specified the 66 Strategic Regional
Arterials (SRA) to be studied as
part of Operation GreenLight. The
SRA's have been divided into five
route studies. The network of
roads, represented in the fourth
SRA study, totals 242 miles.

The SRA system enhances public
transportation and personal
mobility bv: improving access to
rail transit stations, improving
operating conditions for public
transportation vehicles, helping
identify areas for future transit
facilities, and maintaining
pedestrian accessibility. The SRA's
also accommodate commercial
vehicles by improving structural
clearances, and maximizing
through traffic progression.

TORRENCE AVENUE PROJECT NEWS

L SRA Function: Role Within Operation GreenLight

The 2010 Transportation System
Development Plan recognizes the
need for a network of routes one
step below the expressway system
to handle long distance regional
traffic. The SRA system is
composed of 1,340 mile network of
existing roads in Northeastern
Illinois, encompassing 146 route
segments in Cook, DuPage, Kane,
Lake, McHenry, and Will Counties.

According to forecasts prepared by
CATS, travel in the year 2010 in
Northeastern Illinois is expected to
increase by 23 percent over 1980
levels. The SRA system is a major
element of the regional effort to
address problems of congestion over
the next 20 vears. The
implementation of the SRA system
alone is not intended to solve the
congestion problem in the Chicago
area. The implementation of other
components of Operation Green
Light as well as ongoing programs
of the Operation GreenLight Task
Forces, CATS, and NIPC are all
integral paris in improving regional
mobility. Long range plans for the
SRA network are necessary in order
to implement the SRA system. The
plans need to address short-range
and long-range improvements for
each of the SRA routes.
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Access Management The length of travel time and driver safery

€ss  management  involves
managing  access to land
development while at the same
time preserving the flow of traffic
on the road system. Other factors that
need to be preserved are safety, capacity,
and safe speed. The issue of access
management on SRA's is more important
than on other arterials due to the fact that
an SRA places great emphasis on the
movement of through traffic. The key to
efficient access management is to
correlare the level of access to be
provided to the functional characteristics
of the roadway.

Successful  application of access
management techniques results in the
integrity of arterial traffic flow while
providing access to developments. The
Design  Concept Report lists some
techniques frequently used to deal with
access management issues.

Specific considerations along urban SRA
routes include: increasing storage length
at turn bays, curb cut access should be
limited 1o right-in/right-out design, cross
access easement to allow movement
between neighboring properties, and
using medians to control left turning
movernents. Additional considerations
for a suburban SRA route includes:
consolidating curb cut access points at
500 fi. spacing with cross easements, if
left turns are allowed there should be
enough turn bay storage, and internal
access roads are recommended for all
new cevelopment. Access management
On rural SRA routes should include good
Planning  for future deve[opment.
Iﬂ‘evularlv spaced driveways are
Particularly dangerous on these routes
becavse speed limits are higher and
fuming movements unexpected.
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are affected by the number and
configuration of access points to the SRA.
Each driveway and cross street adds to
congestion and increases the likelihood of
accidents. The intersection hazards and
congestion at some low volume local streets
could be eliminated by termination or
rerouting the street prior to its intersection
with the SRA route.

Access
Management
Issues
1. Limiting the number of
conflict areas
2. Separating conflict areas
3. Removing turning
vehicles from through
travel lanes
4. Spacing of major
intersections to facilitate
progressive travel
speeds along arterials
5. Spacing of minor

intersections to minimize
interference to or by
arterial traffic

With respect to an SRA, the tpe and level
of access should also consider signalized
intersections and driveways, unsignalized
intersections and driveways, median
openings, and grade separated interchanges.

Access management helps achieve the
delicate and necessary balance between
traffic movement and land use access by
careful control of the Jocation, type and

TORRENCE AVENUE

design  of driveways and public
intersections. Modemn access management
requires that land use planning and
development  be  coordinated  with
transportation. It is a method of
maintaining and transforming roadside
environments into safe, accessible. and

viable areas now. and in the future.

Because of the general lack of effective
access control along our streets and
highways, our communities are often faced
with a chain of events that requires constant
investment in roadway improvements
and/or  relocation. Arterial  streets,
highwayvs and collector roads must serve
both access and movement needs. It is
along these roads where the major problems
of driveway access and traffic congestion
are found.

If we don't manage access, the efficiency of
our transportation svstem will deteriorate.
As the number of driveways increases.
traffic congestion and the number of traffic
accidents will increase. The incompability
of providing both land service and traffic
service will become more severe and
neighborhood streets will be used to bypass
congested intersections. Roads will have to
be widened to make up for capacity loss due
to inefficient raffic operations.

The location and design of access to our
major street svstem is essentially a traffic
management issue. The challenge is not
merely providing access for local streets
and driveways, but providing access in
forms that are equitable, efficient. and safe
with respect to all traffic using the
intersection.

Access management is an important issue
for the Torrence Avenue corridor. The
corridor characteristics vary from open
space to single familv residential to heavy
commercial and industrial properties. As
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(Continued from page 2)
the Design Concept is developed and reviewed. techniques which may

“ improve traffic flow without seriously inconveniencing access and
cross traffic will be studied. The improvement of through traffic
movement and reduction of conflicts along the corridor while

maintaining local access to residential. commercial and recreational
LEH facilities is an objective of the Torrence Avenue corridor study.

I ————

Historic Properties

‘ ue to its strategic location, the Chicago area has always been a
ke_v transportation hub for the United States. This area has
historically been a focal point for transportation. whether
canals. ratlroads. or roads and highways. As the population in
Northern lllinois grew in the early 1800’s, communities developed
around these transportation routes. It is along many of these old roads
that the oldest and now the most historically significant buildings and
j properies are located. Since roads today are built much wider than
their one-lane dint predecessors avoiding historic properties has
become a critical issue in planning for future roadways.
_l Historic properties as defined are any prehistoric or historic district,
site, building, structure, or object included in or deemed eligible for
inclus.on in the National Register of Historic Places. This includes any
artifacts, records or remains that are related to or located within such
properties. The term “eligible for inclusion in the National Register”
includes both properties formally determined to be historic places by
the Secretary of the U.S. Departinent of Interior and all other properties
that meet the National Register listing criteria. Numerous recognized
historic properties have been identified along many of the SRA routes.
Some are glamorous and well known such as the world famous
Auditorium Theater at Congress Parkway and Michigan Avenue,
portions of the University of Chicago and the Midway Plaisance on
Chicago's south side to more obscure properties such as the Hofmann
Tower in Lyvons and the Elgin Historic District. In addition to
Nationally recognized properties, there are locally recognized historic
properties such as the Big Woods Congregational Church at Butterfield
and Eola Roads and the Bloomingdale Park District Building on
Bloomingdale Road.

Historic properties as defined are protected by laws. Any federally
funded highway project must look at ways to avoid or minimize
impacts to historic properties. These efforts are coordinated with the
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), the Keeper of the National
Register and the Federal Advisory Council for Historic Preservation.
Part of the SRA’s teams goals will be to attempt to avoid or minimize
impacts to significant properties. After completion of the conceptual

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

studies. and before the preliminary
engineering plans are finalized, the areas
in question will be surveyed in detail for
historic and archeological impacts and
coordination with the preservation
agencies will begin. Even if the detailed
survev of an area uncovers no historical

records.  undiscovered  prehistoric
artifacts are still protected.  Once
construction has begun equipment

operators need to be alert to the possible
presence of amifacts that may be
uncovered once earth is moved. This is
tvpically the case when a site used by
Native Americans for burials or
encamprnents is discovered. The
potentia” for encountering prehistoric
artifacts is greater for the routes which
are the least developed such as Route 23,
portions of Route 62, and Peotone Road.
The SRA stwdies are only the first step in
a series of studies designed to protect
historical resources.

Although avoiding individual historic
properties can be relatively easy for
planners, avoiding historical districts

such as the Elgin Historic District, the
LaGrange Village Historic District, the
Jackson Park Historic Landscape
District, the Wayne Village Historic
District. the Michigan-Wacker Historic
District. the Hyde Park-Kenwood
Historic District. and the South Loop
Printing House Row Historic District
pose more of a challenge. The goal in
these instances is to design the safest
roadway which can meet capacity needs
while minimizing impacts to these
Districts. It is in these areas that new
ideas and designs will need to be utilized
to make the SRA routes compatible with
neighborhoods. history and our heritage.
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