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3.5 Segment 5: Interstate 90 to lllinois Route 47

3.5.1 Location

Segment 5 extends aong U.S. Route 20 from Interstate 90 to Illinois Route 47 (see Figure 3.1). The
segment is approximately 5.5 milesin length and is located in unincorporated Kane County and the
Village of Hampshire.

3.5.2 Existing Facility Characteristics
Existing facility characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits A-16 through A-21.

Right-of-Way - The existing right-of-way in this segment typically ranges from 60 feet to 80 feet.
The right-of-way varies near Interstate 90.

Roadway Characteristics- The existing cross section in this segment consists of one, 12-foot travel
lane in each direction with no median. A gravel shoulder with open ditch drainage istypical for this
segment. Two travel lanesin each direction with curb and gutter are provided aong the portion of U.S.
Route 20 that is al so designated Illinois Route 47 and Illinois Route 72. Existing typical sections for
this segment are included on Exhibits A-16 through A-21.

Traffic Volumes - Illinois Department of Transportation Traffic Maps indicate that for 1997 the
average annual daily traffic for this segment varied from 5,200 to 6,800 vehicles per day.

Accidents- There are no high accident locations in this segment.

Parking, Sidewalks, and Frontage Roads - There are no on-street parking spaces, sidewalks, or
frontage roads in this segment.

Traffic Control/I ntersection Configuration - There are no signalized intersections in this segment.
There are two 4-way stop controlled intersections along U.S. Route 20 at the northern and southern
intersections with IL Route 47/IL Route 72.

Structures - There are three existing structures in this segment. Two of the structures are the
Interstate 90 bridges over U.S. Route 20 which are listed in Segment 4. The third structure is
described in Table 3.5.1.

Transit - There are no existing transit facilities in this segment of U.S. Route 20.
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Table 3.5.1
Existing Structures

IDOT Facility Feature Width | Length | Horizontal Vertical
Structure Carried Crossed Clearance Clearance
Number on SRA on SRA

. U.S. Route 20/
045-0065 l&M Ral IL Route 47/ IL * 70’ 46' 14.3
Link
Route 72

* Datanot available
3.5.3 Existing Environmental Characteristics
The existing environmental characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-16 through B-21.

L akes/Streams/Wetlands/Floodplains - Several wetlands are adjacent to both sides of the U.S. Route
20 between Interstate 90 and Big Timber Road. A small stream and associ ated floodplain crosses the
roadway north of Big Timber Road. Three wetlands are adjacent to the northeast side of U.S. Route
20, between Briar Hill Road and IL Route 47. The portion of U.S. Route 20 that overlaps with IL
Route 72 and IL Route 47 contains wetlands and floodplains on both sides of the overlapping routes,
north of the railroad bridge.

Structureswith Historical Significance - There are no sites of documented historical significance
located along this segment

Hazardous Waste/L UST Sites - There are no hazardous waste or LUST sites documented by the
[llinois Environmental Protection Agency along this segment

Threatened or Endanger ed Species - There are no threatened or endangered species known to exist
along this segment of the corridor, according to the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.

Prime Farmland - According to the Natural Resources Conservation Service, prime farmland abuts
major portions of Segment 5, between Interstate 90 and Briar Hill Road.

3.5.4 Existing Land Use Characteristics
Existing land use characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-16 through B-21.

Type and Intensity of Development - The primary land use along Segment 5 is agriculture with
scattered commercia and residential uses. Two small concentrations of development are located
within this segment. A cluster of commercia and residential uses are located at the intersection of
U.S. Route 20 with Allen Road and Brier Hill Road. A second small concentration of commercial
uses are located at the northern intersection of U.S. Route 20, IL Route 72, and IL Route 47. The
Hampshire Forest Preserve islocated on the west side of U.S. Route 20, north of Allen Road.

Final Report I -21




U.S. Route 20

Planned Development - The two intersections of U.S. Route 20, IL Route 72, and IL Route 47 have
been planned for commercia uses by Kane County

3.5.5 Recommended SRA Improvements
The recommended plan for this segment is shown on Exhibits C-16 through C-21.

Roadway - The recommendation for this segment is to provide a farmland preservation rural cross
section which consists of two 12-foot travel lanesin each direction with a 42-foot open ditch median.
Provide 6-foot inside shoulders (within the median) and 10-foot outside shoulders with an open
drainage system. U.S. Route 20 will be realigned and grade separated so that it traverses over the 1& M
Rail Link.

Traffic Control/l ntersection Configuration — Brier Hill Road is recommended to be realigned at
its intersection with Big Timber Road in order to improve traffic operations. The Allen Road/Brier
Hill Road intersection with U.S. Route 20 will also be reconfigured so that Allen Road intersects U.S.
Route 20 further north from its present location.

The recommended future signals should be installed only at the locations shown and only when the
signal warrants recommended for SRA routes are met. Signal warrants for SRA routes are discussed
in Section 10.4.2 of the Strategic Regional Arterial Design Concept Report (1994). Traffic signal
interconnection is recommended.

Access M anagement - Future access locations will be restricted to right-in/right-out only except
where full access locations are shown. With limited full access locations, U-Turn movements will be
permitted for passenger vehicles and small trucks at signalized intersections.

Structures - The Interstate 90 structures will require modification as detailed in Table 3.4.2 in
Segment 4.

Transit - Park and Pool lots should be implemented at the Illinois Route 47/11linois Route 72 area,
major traffic generators such as schools, shopping centers, forest preserves and major employment
centers.

3.5.6 Right-of-Way Requirements

Additional right-of-way will be required for this segment. The existing right-of-way varies from 60
feet to 80 feet and with the recommended roadway plan of 160 feet of right-of-way, 80 to 94 additiona
feet will berequired. At the Allen Road/Brier Hill Road intersection, 160 feet of new right-of-way
will be required for the U.S. Route 20 realignment. The necessary right-of-way can be taken from
both sides of U.S. Route 20 to lessen the impacts. See Exhibit C-16 through C-21 for right-of-way
acquisition details.
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3.5.7 Environmental Considerations

The variable acquisition of up to 50 feet of right-of-way will result in the loss of prime agricultural
land between Interstate 90 and IL Route 47. The acquisition of 40 feet of right-of-way on both sides
of U.S. Route 20, north of Big Timber Road, will impact five wetlands located adjacent to the SRA.
In addition, the recommended acquisition of 40 to 47 feet of right-of-way on the west side of U.S.
Route 20, north of Big Timber Road, will necessitate the acquisition of Kane County Forest Preserve
lands. There are no anticipated impacts to natural resources along the overlapping section of U.S.
Route 20 with IL Route 72 and IL Route 47 since no additional right-of-way will be acquired in this
area.

3.5.8 Land Use Considerations

Recommended roadway improvements within Segment 5 would require 30 to 50 feet of right-of-way
acquisition along both sides of U.S. Route 20. This acquisition will reduce or eliminate the front yards
of several agricultural farmsteads and single-family residences between Interstate 90 and Allen Road.
Forty feet of acquisition may take four residences on the east side of U.S. Route 20, near Big Timber
Road. The acquisition of 35 to 47 feet of right-of-way on the southwest side of U.S. Route 20 would
take commercial and residential uses located near the intersection with Brier Hill Road. Intersection
improvements in Segment 5 include the realignment of Brier Hill Road, Allen Road and IL Route 72
with U.S. Route 20. The ditch median in Segment 5 would prevent direct |eft turns into uses fronting
onto the SRA, except at planned full movement intersections. The location of access and setbacks
associated with future development should be coordinated with SRA improvements.

3.5.9 Construction/Right-of-Way Cost Estimates

The cost estimate for Segment 5is shown in Table 3.5.1. The costs associated with the modification
to the Interstate 90 bridges are detailed in Segment 4. This construction cost estimate is based on 1991
unit prices.

3.5.10 Short Term/Low Cost Improvements
Improvements which are consistent with SRA policy, and are either low cost or implemented prior

to construction of the overall SRA improvement are recommended for short term (1-5 years)
implementation. There are no short term/low cost improvements for this segment.
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3.5.11 Ultimate (Post 2020) Improvements

Improvements which are consistent with SRA policy for suburban or rural routes but are considered
best implemented beyond the SRA planning horizon are recommended for Post 2020 consideration.
There are no Ultimate (post 2020) improvements recommended for this segment.

3.5.12 Crossing SRA Routes

Illinois Route 47 is also designated as an SRA route. The SRA study for this corridor was completed
in 1995. The SRA improvement recommendations contained in this report are consistent with the
recommended plan for the Illinois Route 47 corridor.

Table 3.5.2
Construction Cost Estimate
Segment 5 - Interstate 90 to lllinois Route 47

Recommended Improvements Estimated Cost
Roadway $10,600,000
Intersection Improvements $1,600,000
Right-of-Way Acquisition $3,091,000
New Structures $15,000,000
Total - Recommended | mprovements $30,291,000

Note: This construction cost estimate is based on 1991 unit prices.
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Exhibits A-16 through A-22
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Exhibits C-16 through C-22
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3.6 Segment 6: lllinois Route 47 to Randall Road

3.6.1 Location

Segment 6 extends along U.S. Route 20 from Illinois Route 47 to Randall Road (see Figure 3.1). The
segment is approximately 7.5 miles in length and is located in unincorporated Kane County,
Hampshire, Pingree Grove, and Elgin.

3.6.2 Existing Facility Characteristics
Existing facility characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits A-22 through A-30.

Right-of-Way - The existing right-of-way in this segment ranges from 60 feet to 80 feet. The right-
of-way varies near Randall Road.

Roadway Characteristics- The existing cross section in this segment consists of one, 12-foot travel
lane in each direction with no median. A gravel shoulder with open ditch drainage istypical for this
segment. From Weld Road to Randall Road, the roadway contains two 12-foot travel lanesin each
direction with aditch median. Existing typical sections for this segment are included on Exhibits A-22
through A-30.

Traffic Volumes - Illinois Department of Transportation Traffic Maps indicate that for 1997 the
average annual daily traffic for this segment varied from 8,300 to 16,500 vehicles per day.

Accidents- Thereis one high accident locations in this segment at the U.S. Route 20 intersection
with Plank Road.

Parking, Sidewalks, and Frontage Roads - There are no on-street parking spaces or sidewalks in
this segment. Weld Road serves as a frontage road west of Randall Road aong the south side of U.S.
Route 20.

Traffic Control/I ntersection Configuration - There are no signalized intersections in this segment.

Structures - There are three existing structures in this segment which are described in Table 3.6.1.

Transit - Thereare no transit facilities in this segment of U.S. Route 20.
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Table 3.6.1
Existing Structures
IDOT Facility Feature | Width | Length | Horizontal Vertical
Structure Carried Crossed Clearance Clearance
Number on SRA on SRA
U.S. Route Tyler , ,
045-0001 20 Creek 375 30 NA NA
Randall u.S. , , , ,
045-0060 Road Route 20 83.2 2547 435 14.2

3.6.3 Existing Environmental Characteristics
The existing environmental characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-22 through B-30.

L akes/Streams/Wetlands/Floodplains - A large wetland and floodplain system lies adjacent to both
sides of the U.S. Route 20 right-of-way between IL Route 47 and Marshall Road. Tyler Creek, with
its associated wetlands and floodplain, crosses U.S. Route 20 near the Switzer Road intersection. A
large wetland system is located on the south side of U.S. Route 20, west of itsintersection with Plank
Road.

Structureswith Historical Significance - There are no sites of documented historical significance
located along this segment.

Hazardous Waste/L UST Sites - There are no hazardous waste or LUST sites documented by the
[llinois Environmental Protection Agency aong this segment.

Threatened or Endanger ed Species - There are no threatened or endangered species known to exist
along this segment of the corridor, according to the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.

Prime Farmland - According to the Natural Resources Conservation Service, prime farmland abuts
amagjority of U.S. Route 20 within this segment.

3.6.4 Existing Land Use Characteristics
Existing land use characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-22 through B-30.

Type and Intensity of Development - The land uses along Segment 6 include a mixture of
agriculture, residential and commercial uses. A concentration of commercia and residential uses are
located west of Reinking Road in the community of Pingree Grove. A second concentration of
commercia and residential uses arelocated at the intersection of Plank Road and U.S. Route 20 in the
unincorporated community of Udina. The land use immediately west of Randall Road is primarily
single-family residential.
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Planned Development - No specific plans for devel opment have been identified within this segment.

3.6.5 Recommended SRA Improvements
The recommended plan for this segment is shown on Exhibits C-22 through C-30.

Roadway - The recommendation for this segment isto widen U.S. Route 20 to provide two 12-foot
travel lanesin each direction with a 42-foot open ditch median between IL Route 47 and Plank Road.
Just east of Illinois Route 47, a frontage road is recommended to consolidate the number of access
drives. From Plank Road east to Weld Road, U.S. Route 20 is recommended to contain a barrier
median with curb and guitter.

It is recommended that U.S. Route 20 be realigned from Marshall Road to Switzer Road in Pingree
Grove in order to improve roadway operations. Two intersections would then be created with the
existing U.S. Route 20 and the new U.S. Route 20 alignment.

It is recommended that Plank Road be re-aligned to intersect with U.S. Route 20 opposite Coombs
Road. A cul-de-sac would then be created at Plank Road’ s existing intersection with U.S. Route 20.

Traffic Control/l nter section Configuration - The recommended future signals should beinstalled
only at the locations shown and only when the signa warrants recommended for SRA routes are met.
Signal warrants for SRA routes are discussed in Section 10.4.2 of the Strategic Regional Arterial
Design Concept Report (1994). Traffic signal interconnection is recommended.

Access M anagement - Future access locations will be restricted to right-in/right-out only except
where full accesslocations are shown. With limited full access locations, U-Turn movements will be
permitted for passenger vehicles and small trucks at signalized intersections only between Illinois
Route 47 and Plank Road. Partia access permitting left-in/right-in/right-out movements are allowed
at the Weld Road intersection.

Structures - The bridge over Tyler Creek will need to be replaced with a wider structure to
accommodate the SRA recommendations. The bridge currently carries two lanes of traffic.

Table 3.6.2
Structure Modifications
IDOT Facility Feature Existing Recommendation
Structure | Carried Crossed Width
Number
u.S : Replace to accommodate
0450001 | poytenp | TYler Creek 375 reeE:ommended section.

Transit — Park and Pool |ots should be implemented near the Randall Road interchange, maor traffic
generators such as schools, shopping centers, forest preserves and major employment centers.
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3.6.6 Right-of-Way Requirements

Additiona right-of-way will be required for this segment. Between Illinois Route 47 and Plank Road,
the existing right-of-way varies from 60 feet to 80 feet. With the recommended roadway plan of 160
feet of right-of-way, an additional 80 feet to 100 feet is required. For the new section of U.S. Route
20 between Marshall Road and Switzer Road, right-of-way acquisition is required for the entire
realignment. As U.S. Route 20 approaches Coombs Road and Plank Road, it is recommended that all
100 feet of right-of-way acquisition be made on the north side of U.S. Route 20 in this location to
avoid the Udina Cemetery.

Between Plank Road and Weld Road, the existing right-of-way also varies from 60 to 80 feet thus
requiring an additional 60 to 80 feet of right-of-way. Between Weld Road and Randall Road, no
additional right-of-way is required. Most areas of right-of-way acquisition can be taken from both
sides of U.S. Route 20 to lessen the impacts. See Exhibit C-22 through C-30 for right-of-way
acquisition details.

3.6.7 Environmental Considerations

The right-of-way acquisition of up to 40 feet on both sides of U.S. Route 20, for a mgjority of Segment
6, will result in the loss of prime agricultural land. Forty feet of right-of-way acquisition on both sides
of U.S. Route 20 will result in impacts to wetlands and floodplains east of IL Route 47. Twenty to 30
feet of right-of-way acquisition east of Switzer Road will impact wetlands on the south side of U.S.
Route 20. There will be no impact to the Udina Cemetery since no right-of-way will be acquired
along its frontage.

3.6.8 Land Use Considerations

Substantial roadway improvements are recommended along Segment 6. Forty feet of right-of-way
acquisition northwest of Marshall Road would reduce or eliminate the front yard of severa single-
family residences and eliminate commercial parking. The proposed realignment of U.S. Route 20,
between Marshall Road and Reinking Road, would take several residences aong the new alignment.
Forty feet of additional right-of-way along the north side of U.S. Route 20 in Pingree Grove, between
Prairie Street and Reinking Road, would result in the taking of severa residences. The acquisition
of 40 feet of additional right-of-way, between Reinking Road and Coombs Road, would eliminate the
front yards of several residences.

The recommended acquisition of 100 feet of right-of-way near Coombs Road would eliminate office
parking and one residence. The open ditch and barrier medians in Segment 6 would prevent direct
left turns into uses fronting onto the SRA, except at planned full movement intersections. The
location of access and setbacks associated with future devel opment should be coordinated with SRA
improvements.
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3.6.9 Construction/Right-of-Way Cost Estimates

The cost estimate for Segment 6 isshown in Table 3.6.3. This construction cost estimateis based on
1991 unit prices.

3.6.10 Short Term/Low Cost Improvements

Improvements which are consistent with SRA policy, and are either low cost or implemented prior
to construction of the overall SRA improvement are recommended for short term (1-5 years)
implementation. There are no short term/low cost improvements for this segment.

3.6.11 Ultimate (Post 2020) Improvements

Improvements which are consistent with SRA policy for suburban or rura routes but are considered
best implemented beyond the SRA planning horizon are recommended for Post 2020 consideration.
There are no Ultimate (post 2020) improvements recommended for this segment.

3.6.12 Crossing SRA Routes

Randall Road is also designated as an SRA route. The SRA study for this corridor was completed in
April of 1993. The SRA improvement recommendations contained in this report are consistent with
the recommended plan for the Randall Road corridor.

Table 3.6.3
Construction Cost Estimate
Segment 6 - lllinois Route 47 to Randall Road

Recommended Improvements Estimated Cost
Roadway $14,500,000
Intersection Improvements $2,850,000
Structure Modifications $300,000
Right-of-Way Acquisition $7,898,000
Total - Recommended | mprovements $25,548,000

Note: This construction cost estimate is based on 1991 unit prices.
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Segment 6
lllinois Route 47 to Randall Road

EXISTING FACILITY CHARACTERISTICS

Exhibits A-22 through A-30

See Segment 5 for Exhibit A-22
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Segment 6
lllinois Route 47 to Randall Road

LAND USE AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

Exhibits B-22 through B-30

See Segment 5 for Exhibit B-22
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Segment 6
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RECOMMENDED PLAN

Exhibits C-22 through C-30

See Segment 5 for Exhibit C-22
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V. Public Involvement

41 The Public Involvement Process

Public involvement is a key part of the SRA study process. During the study period, public
involvement occurred in several stages. Initia public involvement efforts centered around
communities and jurisdictional agencies that would be directly affected by SRA improvements. Before
commencing detailed studies, individua community interviews (ICI’s) were conducted with municipal
leaders and/or staff members to sample community attitudes towards SRA goals and to identify
concerns regarding potential improvement concepts. Interviews were aso conducted with some
jurisdiction agencies such as county transportation departments or forest preserve districts if their
facilities would be directly affected.

Once data collection was completed and aternatives/design concepts were devel oped, communities
were invited to attend an Advisory Panel meeting at which the SRA design concepts were presented.
After obtaining input from the first Advisory Panel meeting, the concepts were revised and a draft
report was prepared. These were presented at a second Advisory Panel meeting aswell asat a public
hearing which was open to the general public.

Individual Community Interviews were conducted from November of 1996 through February of 1997.
Thefirst Advisory Panel meeting was held on April 22, 1999 and the second Advisory Panel meeting
was held on November 9, 1999. Two public hearings were held, one each for Kane County and
McHenry County. The Kane County public hearing was on November 18, and the McHenry County
public hearing was held on November 23, 1999.

Copies of the meeting minutes, public hearing minutes and comments are included in Appendix A.
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4.2  Individual Community Interviews

Each unit of government was contacted to obtain data early in the study. Meetings were then set up
with each individual community to discuss their comments and concerns. The primary goals of the
Individual Community Interviews (ICI’s) were to present the goals of the SRA system and to gather
information on community attitudes and concerns regarding the corridor before improvement concepts
and alternatives were devel oped.

A summary of

o City of

the individual community concerns and attitudes for U.S. Route 20 is as follows:

Marengo

The City stated that a bypass of U.S. 20 around Marengo is preferred as opposed to
widening U.S. Route 20 through town provided it is not removed too far from the
downtown area.

The City views the implementation of aU.S. Route 20 bypass before an Illinois Route
23 bypass as having more benefits.

« Village of Hampshire

The planned land use near the 1-90 interchange is industrial which could extend as far
north as the Kane/McHenry County line.

The Village agreed that approximately 140 to 150 feet of ROW would be needed for
future US 20 improvements.

The Village is concerned with the current design of the 1-90 ramp configuration with
US 20 on how access is obtained through the signalized intersection specifically
relating to speed and safety.

Supports SRA guidelines to develop U.S. Route 20 to accommodate future
developments.

« Village of Pingree Grove

o City of

The potential relocation of U.S. Route 20 raised concerns regarding drainage, access
from either side of the Village, and fencing along the new right-of-way.

Elgin

The City of Elgin expressed adesire to study U.S. Route 20 east of Randall Road.
Continuing growth is expected along Randall Road north of U.S. Route 20.

A safety concern was noted at the intersection of Weld Road at U.S. Route 20 due to
vehicle speeds and limited sight distance.

The City stated that Nestler Road may need turn lanes or atraffic signal.
Improvementsto the “Y” geometry at Plank Road are needed.

Copies of the ICI meeting minutes are included in Appendix A.
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4.3 Advisory Panel Meetings

A meeting of the SRA Advisory Panel was held on April 22, 1999. The second Advisory Panel
meetings was held on November 9, 1999. At the first Panel Meeting, a presentation was made to
introduce the SRA system, its relation to the 2020 Transportation System Development Plan and
Operation GreenLight, and the SRA study process. In addition, aternative improvement concepts
considered for U.S. Route 20 were presented. At the second Panel Meeting, the recommended
improvements were presented along with the Draft SRA Report. At the Panel Meeting, opportunity
was provided for those attending the meetings to ask guestions, make comments and discuss the
presentations and recommendations. Copies of the minutes of the Panel Meetings are contained in
Appendix A.

4.4  Public Hearing

Two public hearing were held to present recommended improvementsto U.S. Route 20 as part of the
SRA system and to obtain public input. Separate public hearings were held for Kane County and
McHenry County. The Kane County public hearing was on November 18, and the McHenry County
public hearing was held on November 23, 1999.

The public hearing was held in an open house format with exhibits displayed showing the
recommended improvements for the entire SRA route on aerial photographs aswell astypical cross
sections. Also, adlide presentation was shown every half hour during the hearing. This presentation
included the scope and objectives of the SRA system, the relation of U.S. Route 20 to the overall
system and the scope of recommended improvements for the entire SRA route.

Representatives of the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the SRA project consultant
were available during the hearing to discuss the project and answer questions. A court reporter was
also present during the hearing to take oral comments and written statements were accepted during
the hearing. An additional period of 60 days following the hearing were provided for submission of
written statements to the IDOT District One offices. Copies of the public hearing minutes and
recorded comments are included in Appendix A. Petitions and individual letters submitted to IDOT
areon file at the District One offices.

Final Report V-3
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{(708) 773-3900 = FAX (708) 773-3975

Meeting Minutes

Subject: Strategic Regional Arterial Study - Subset No. 5
Individual Community Interview
Corridor 6 - U.S. RTE. 20/IL RTE. 176

Date: December 14, 1995

Time: 9:00 AM.

Place: City of Marengo
Municipal Building

In Attendance: Mayor Thomas Siehoff, City of Marengo
Mr. Robert Smith, Marengo City Attorney
Mr. John Smith, P.E., Smith Engineering Consultants
Ms. Lisa Heaven-Baum, Hlinois Dept. of Transportation
Mr. Gary Overbay, Civiltech Engineering, Inc.
Ms. Dawn Marincic, Civiltech Engineering, Inc.
Mr. Jon Vana, Civiltech Engineering, Inc.

Mr. Overbay began the meeting by introducing the Consultant’s project staff, and giving a brief
history and description of the SRA planning study process. The City of Marengo has had
previous experience with the SRA study with IL Route 23, which is part of Subset No. 4 and
curtently in progress.

Mayor Siehoff stated that there are existing traffic capacity problems during peak hours through
the downtown Marengo area. Delays occur primarily at the traffic signals on Route 23 at Route

20 and Route 176.

Mayor Siehoff also noted that there has not been significant resistance by local residents to the
potential bypass proposed by the Route 23 SRA study. The Mayor acknowledged the need for a
bypass option due to the limited R.0.W. through the downtown area, however expressed that
resident response may be limited at this early stage. Civiltech will incorporate the IL Route 23
SRA report recommendations into their SRA report for Route 20 and Route 176.

The Mayor did see a need for an improved connection between Route 20 west of town and Route
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176 east of town to improve traffic flow through the downtown area. Consideration needs to be
given to the effect a bypass would have on downtown businesses, however the Mayor stated that
once the commercial zoned areas of Marengo begin to develop outside the central business
district, many businesses that exist downtown may move to the new development. The businesses
remaining in the downtown area would evolve to unique or destination type shopping.

The area on the north side of Route 176 at Deerpass Rd. is zoned commercial, and the Mayor felt
that any bypass which terminated near that point would cause this area to develop rapidly.

Mayor SiehofT inquired if Route 20 east of Marengo to the 1-90 interchange was part of the SRA
system. No one at the meeting was aware if it was, however further investigation after the
meeting indicated that it is not. The Mayor believes that this is a significant arterial segment
linking the City to the interstate system, and that it’s inclusion in the SRA system should be
considered.

Mayor Siehoff indicated that a new 200 acre industrial complex located east of downtown off of
Prospect St. is in the early planning stages. This will include a second Nissan plant that will
employ approximately 100 new people. In addition, there is a potential for industrial development
further west on Route 20. The Mayor also foresees significant residential development within the
town limits in the future due to new industry and easy access to the Tollway system.

Mr. Overbay stated that one of the most beneficial community uses of the SRA study is to secure

or reserve the necessary future R.0.W. required by the ultimate recommended improvement. He
asked the Mayor to keep this in mind during future annexations and developments.

By: A// /D & »c.,Z..
}3 Overbay d‘

Date: I/ 3’/ ¥ {7]

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m..
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Meeting Minutes

Subject: Strategic Regional Arterial Study - Subset No. 5
Individual Community Interview
Corridor 6 - U.S. Route 20

Date: August 11, 1998

Time: 7:00 P.M.

Place: City of Marengo
City Hall

In Attendance: Ms. Becky Johnson, Mayor, City of Marengo
Mr. Frank Niffenegger, Highway Commissioner, Marengo Township
Mr. Dick Fish, City Administrator, City of Marengo
Mr. Tony Remke, Alderman - Ward 1, City of Marengo
Mr. Roger Naylor, Supervisor, Coral Township
Mr. Gary Overbay, Civiltech Engineering, Inc.
Mr. Jeff Young, Civiltech Engineering, Inc.

Mr. Overbay began the meeting by giving a brief history and description of the SRA planning study
process. The City of Marengo has had previous experience with the SRA process with IL Route 23,

The question was raised by Mr. Overbay as to what the probable extent of the City’s limits will be
in 20 years. In response, the City would definitely stretch to Johnson Road and possibly out to Thorne
Road west of Marengo. The north is limited by the Kishwaukee River and topographical constraints.
Growth to the south would most likely be dependent upon whether or not an interchange at IL 23

is constructed.

The City is currently reviewing a proposed mixed use development west of town along U.S. 20
approximately between River Ranch Road (Ritz Road) and Johnson Road. The development could
contain more than 800 dwelling units in addition to commercial areas.

The City stated that a by-pass of U.S. 20 around Marengo is favorable as opposed to widening U.S.
20 through town. Mr. Overbay suggested that the by-pass of U.S. 20 could share a portion of the
proposed IL 23 by-pass.
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In regards to IL 23 and its proposed by-pass of Marengo, the City feels that a western route is more
desirable as opposed to an eastern by-pass which was recommended in the IL 23 SRA report. The
City’s comprehensive plan for 2015 also shows an eastern by-pass; however, a route along Coral
Road was envisioned by the City versus a more northern route in the IL 23 SRA report.

The provision of either an IL 23 or a U.S. 20 by-pass would not have an adverse impact on the
Downtown area, as stated by the City, provided the by-pass was not removed too far from town.

Several possible U.S. 20 by-pass routes were discussed using a variety of existing roadways or along
new alignments including a route directly to Starks Station. Mr. Overbay stated that several routes
will be assessed and presented at the Panel Meeting at which time further input from the City will be

obtained.

The City questioned as to what the County’s position will be on the U.S. 20 SRA and more
importantly the possibility of a by-pass around Marengo.

The implementation of the U.S. 20 by-pass before the IL 23 by-pass was suggested by the City as
having more benefits.

Coordination with the McHenry County Conservation District was recommended by the City in
regards to the eventual alignment of both by-passes.

Comprehensfve plans were developed by Riley and Coral Townships. It was suggested that these
could be used in the planning process for the SRA study.

Mr. Overbay stated that one of the most beneficial community uses of the SRA study is to secure or
reserve the necessary future R.O.W. required by the ultimate recommended improvement. He asked

those in attendance to keep this in mind during future annexations and developments.

The next step for the U.S. 20 SRA study is that a Panel Meeting would be held inviting all agencies
involved sometime in the next two to three months.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M.

s Px@/

Gary &verbay

Date: I{/ L/f/ 9&
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1300 GREENBROOK BOULEVARD
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TRANSPORTATION PLANNING,
METRO TRANSPORTATION GROUP, INC. ENGINEERING AND DESIGN

Village of Hampshire Individual Community Interview
Meeting Minutes

Subject: Strategic Regional Arterial Study - Subset #5
Individual Community Interview
Corridor 4;: US 20

Date: February 11, 1996
Place: Village of Hampshire
In Attendance: . - William Schmidt - Village Mayor

Rob DuBoe - Metro Transportation Group, Inc.
Jeff Young - Metro Transportation Group, Inc.

A detalled overview of the SRA system was explained. A descrlptlon of the goals and -
the objectlves of the SRA system was presented . :

Several concemns were mentioned along the US 20 alignment in the vicinity of

Hampshire. Mr. Schmidt indicated that the segments along US 20 that the Village views

as either hazardous or congested are: 1) - “Allen’s Corner” - the intersection of US 20 -
with Brier Hill Road and Allen Road; 2) “Hen Peck Corner” - the intersection of US 20

‘with Big Timber Road; 3) “Starks Station” - the intersection of US 20 with IL. 47 and IL-
72; and 4) the intersection of Brier Hill Road with IL 72.

The redirection of US 20 in the area of Starks Station was discussed. It was indicated
by the Village that an alternate route would be preferred as opposed to its present
~location. The Village did indicate that development is continuing along IL 72 in the .
vicinity of Brier Hill Road and that any new route should consider any new or existing’

development.

The Village also discussed future roadway plans within the community. Widmeyer
Road is proposed to be extended further south to IL 72. Widmeyer Road is also
proposed to be realigned at its northern termination at Higgins Road. Widmeyer Road
will be redirected northeast so that it intersects US 20 replacing the Higgins Road
intersection with US 20. : :
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A basic schedule of the SRA project for this route was discussed indicating the
anticipated months that future panel meetlngs would be held. _ .

Any Revisions, please contact recorder.

By: //J / "T’”‘\

Jeif Ydung

Date: P Vae 10, 1457

cec: IDOT
Civiltech
CATS
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TRANSPORTATION PLANNING,

METRO TRANSPORTATION GROUP, INC. ENGINEERING AND DESIGN

SUBJECT: Strategic Regional Arterial Stuoy - Subset #5
' Individual Community Interview
Corridor 4: US Houte 20

DATE:  September1,1998 -
PLACE: . Kane County Division of Transportation
ATTENDEES: . Themas. Rickert - Kane County Division of Tran'sportation :

- Carl Schoedel - Kane County Division of Transportation
Rich Starr - Hllinois Department of Transportation
William Schmidt - Village 'of Hampshire, Mayor

- Chuck Anderson - Village of Hampshire, Trustee
Sat Nagar - Metro Transpertation Groip, Inc.

Peter Lemmon = Metro Transportation Group, Inc, -
. Gary Overbay — Civiltech Engineering, inc.
Jef‘lr Young Civiltech Engineering, Inc. .

The purpose: of this meetlng was lo- gather :nformatlon from Kane County and the

Village of Hampshire regarding current and future projects that may affect. Strategic

Regional Arterial Route U.S. Route 20 and to obtain input on long range improvements.

Gary Overbay began the meeting by first explaining. that two consultants were présent

to cover each of their respective portions of U.S. Route 20, Sat Nagar gave a brief

background of the SRA study and explained that input from the cammunities is
important to develop the proposed Improvements

Bill Schmidt described the Vrllage ‘of Hampshlres future plans of annexation of new’
developments to Starks station within the next & years." Bill also explainéd Hampshire's
position with potentlal industrial park cdevelopers and asked how this SHA study will
incorporate the proposed developments.

Rich Starr explained that the Strategic Regional Artena! study is a long range planning
‘study. The implementation of the.recommended improvements would be 20 - 30 years
away and that we would like to.get future plans and comments from the Village of
Hampshire so that we can accommodate the growth

- Chuck Anderson expEamed the boundary agreement between the. V:IIage of Hampshlre
and the Village of Huntley. This border Is created by Hennig Road, south along the

.?
5 .
{e L 0Y
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Hampshire Township line to Big Timber Road and then east to Sandwald Road, Chuck
also stated that a draft comprehensive plan is being prepared by the village
consuftants. Copies of the comprehensive plan will be made available to the
consultants.

Gary Overbay asked what Hampshire’s intent regarding land use near [-30. Chuck
Anderson indicated that mainly industrial use is being planned. Gary then asked what
the geographic limits for industrial development along U.S. Route 20 might be. The
northern limit will be the Kane County/McHenry County line and the southern limit will
likely be Big Timber Road. Gary asked it Hampshire would be opposed to a six lane
cross section. The [imits of a six lane cross section was discussed, but it was
guestioned whether six lanes would ever be necessary. [t was agreed that 140-150
feet of R.O.W. would be acquired as part of this study. Tom Rickert then noted that
Kane County likes to Presetve 150-200 feet of R.O.W._ along the SRA Route.

Sat Nagar asked what Hampshire would like to see in developing separate alignments
of IL Route 47/U.8. Route 20/IL Route 72. Currently, rumor has it that a large gas
station with a retail and commercial area will be deveioped at the northeast corner of
U.S. Route 20 and IL Route 47. Considering the impacts of relocating IL Route 47, it
was agreed not to relocate IL Route 47. Bill Schmidt stated 1that Metra has shown
interest in developing a facility near Big Timber Road and IL. Route 47, The contact
person at Metra is Lynn Karayo. It was agreed to develop separate alignments for U.S.
Route 20 and IL ROUTE 72 in this section,

Tom Rickert commented on Kane Gounty’s area of concem. From the northern portion
of the route, these areas include U.S. Route 20/Big Timber Road, Starks, Pingree
Grove, Udina geometrics, and the Randall Road interchange. U.S. Route 20 should be
realigned to eliminate sub standard hotizontal and vertical alignment. Kane County
would like to cut off the “bend” in Pingree Grove. Tom said that Kane County would
lke to maintain strict access control. Randall Road has some poor access ramp
configuration. The interchange at Randalt Road and U.S. Route 20 need to be
evaluated for operational safely. Concem was expressed regarding Plank
Read/Coombs Road geometrics and the tuming movements at Nestler Road in Udina.
 is estimated that 15 percent of the peak hour traffic is fuming onte Nestler Road from
U.S. Route 20. Tom Rickert suggested that a suburban cross section of 120 feet of
R.O.W. through Udina is preferred, then a fammland preservation rural cross section

would be eppropriate to {-90.

Gary Overbay then asked for opinions of the 1-80 ramps. Chuck Anderson said that
the ramps are direct and the traffic control system is not enough to reduce the speed of
the motorists exiting I-90, it seems there is a traffic problem at the signalized
intersection of U.S, Route 20 and the |-80 ramps due to high speed and the
surrounding {and uses. The intersection is surrounded by truck stops and restaurants.
A parcel is planned to be developed between the truck stops on the north side of U.S.
Route 20 is 34 acres. IDOT wants the developer to improve U.S, Route 20 from the
site to the east past its property. The developer Is debating over the improvements and
the number of access drives the site will receive. The possibility of installing a signal at
Dietrich Road as well as having access to these roadside developments from Dietrich

Woo3/so004
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Road was discussed. Also considered was the idea of shifting Getty Road south and
installing a signal at its intersection with U.S. Route 20.

Kane County will meet with Hampshire to finalize recommendations along U.5. Route
20. The recommendations will be analyzed by Metro and Civiltech to be incorporated
in the SRA report.

Aerial maps of U.S. Roule 20 between Randail Road and 1-80 were provided to Kane
Gounty and Hamp;shire 1o rnark-up any proposed improvements, )

The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m,

These meeting minutes shall be assumed correct unfess written comments are
received within ten (10) days.

Sat Nagar, P.E.
Project Manager

KMO0M DO'!\USF!TEEWCithN.DOC
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METRO TRANSPCRTATION GROUP, INC.
1300 GREENBRQOK BOULEVARD
HANOVER PARK, ILLINOIS 60103-5482

TELEPHONE 630 273-1000
FAX 630 213-3227

TRANSPORTATION FLANNING,
METRO TRANSPORTATION GROUP, INC. ENGINEERING AND DESIGN

Village of Pingree Grove Individual Community Interview
Meeting Minutes

Subiject: Strategic Regional Arteﬁal Study - Subset #5
Individual Community Interview
-Corridor 4: US 20

Date: February 18, 1996
Place: Village of Pingree Grove
In Attendan.ce: Village of Pingree Grove Board

Residents of Pingree Grove
Rob DuBoe - Metro Transportation Group, Inc.
Jeff Young - Metro Transportation Group, Inc.

. A detailed overview of the SRA System was explained and a description of the goals
and the objectives of the SRA system was presented.

The primary concern of the Village is the existing and any potential future alignment of
US 20 through the Village. If US 20 is to be re-routed to by-pass any part of the village,
several concerns will need to be addressed for the new alignment: 1) the drainage of
water away from the Village is a concern as pavement would be added to the immediate
area; 2) if US 20 is relocated, will the new US 20 be accessible from either end of the
Village; and 3) would a fence be constructed as ROW is purchased and what are the

setback guidelines.

A basic schedule of the SRA project for this route was discussed -indicating the
anticipated months that future panel meetings would be held. It was indicated that any
future contact with the Village should be coordinated with Brad Fowler.

- Any Revisions, please contact recorder.

By: /“%ﬂa’_—(\

Jeff Young

Date:/mwl‘ ”) (997

cc: IDOT
Civiltech
CATS
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City of Elgin Individual Community Interview
Meeting Minutes

Subject: Strategic Regional Arterial Study - Subset #5
Individual Community Interview Meeting Minutes
Corridor 4: US 20/IL 72

Date: July 8, 1996
Place: _ City of Etgin
In Attendance: Kevin Kelly - City of Elgin Mayor

Bob Duffy - Elgin Police Department
Bob Mahn - Assistant city Manager
: .David Lowry -~ Director of Public Works
o Steve Pertzborn - Engineering Department
) Mike Millikan - Administration Department
Curt Kramer - Fire Depariment
Tom Armstrong - Planning Department
Tim Doron - Metro Transportation Group, Inc.
Jeff Young Metro Transportatlon Group, Inc.

A brief overview of the SRA system was explained as well as a descnptlon of the goals
and objectives of the SRA system

in general, the city indicated a concern that the portion of U.S. 20 between Randall -
Road and Shales Parkway is not included in the SRA study area. Their concern stems .
from the substandard design of the e:fustmg U.S. 20 limited access freeway segment
through Elgin. The city has raised the issue that if this portion of U.S. 20 east of Randall
Road is not to be studied, then should be studied when the Elgin-O’Hare expressway is
completed. This mc!udes the problem that the ramps at the interchanges along U.S. 20
do not promote good, functional ingress and egress to and from the freeway.

At the Shales Parkway/U.S. 20 signalized intersection, the city is concerned with the
hazardous situation due to the location and design of the intersection. Staff has
indicated that future developments are anticipated to occur north of this intersection and
that the additional traffic will only increase the problems associated with the intersection.
The area east of Shales Parkway along U.S. 20 is an area that the city has indicated a
need for access control possibly via a frontage road.
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The city addressed a concern that due to the substandard design of the IL 25
interchange ramps, the city is considering relocating IL 25 to the Gifford Road/Shales
Parkway corridor. Also, the IL 31 interchange also operates poorly because of the
signalized intersections within close proximity to the IL 31 ramps. Additionai
development will exaggerate the problems at this location. The Illinois State Mental
Hospital south of U.S. 20 has the intention to provide the city of Elgin with 80 acres.

‘The city stated further that they feel the Randall Road interchange geometry contributes

to hazardous traffic situations in the area. One concern, is the iflegal movements that
occurs when vehicles enter U.S. 20 and then immediately attempt to cross to Larkin
Avenue. They also indicated that the land along Randall Road north of U.S. 20 will
continue to develop thus increasing the volume of traffic along this corridor accessing

U.S. 20.

Another point discussed was the Weld Road intersection with U.S. 20. The city feels it
is extremely hazardous. With the high volume of traffic on U.S. 20 and the posted speed
limit over 45 mph, it is extremely dangerous for vehictes turning from Weld Road onto
U.S. 20. The intersection sight distance is also poor due to the vertical curves in the
vicinity. They felt that a traffic signal is needed at this location.

Intersections further west along U.S. 20 were identified as requiring major upgrades.
Nestler Road has been indicated as in need of turn lanes and even possible
signalization. Plank Road was indicated as requiring geometric realignment to eliminate
its “Y” intersection with U.S. 20.

The city stated that they would be in favor of the extension of the U.S. 20 SRA study
area northwest to Marengo, lllinois.

Along the western portion of vU.S. 20 past Randall Road, the city intends to introduce .
forresting and local plants to the corridor.” Also, plans to introduce -bicycle and
pedestrian.paths along and crossing U.S. 20 would be coordinated with Kane County.

The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

Any revisions, please coriact recorder. .

-

By: %ﬁ"_*\

Jeff Youkly </

Date: G ! V- 4¢

cc: iDOT
Civiltech
CATS

kmswordy1996%elginici.dos
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METROC TRANSPORATION GROUP, INC, '
1200 GREENBRQOK BOULEYARD

. - - HANDVER PARK, IL 60103:54082
. _ - o TELEFHONE  630-213-1000
oo . | FAX £30-213:3227
T ] www,metrotranspostation.com

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING
: ) . . TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
MEeTRO TRANSPO'RTATION GROUP, INC. . 5IGNAL SYSTEMS/DESIGN

SUBJECT: . Stratégic Regional Arterial Study
" Advisory Panel Workshop #1
Corridor 4: U.S. Route 20 .

DATE: April 22, 1999

LOCATION: Village of Hampshire
. _ Hampshire, lllinois

ATTENDEES: . Rich Starr - Illinols Departmenit of Transportation
: Lisa Heaven-Baum - lllinois Department of Transportation
Thomas Rickert ~ Kane County Division of Transportation
Carl Schoede[ Kane County Division of Transportation
* Heidi Rush - Kane County Council of Mayors
~ Doug Martin.— Kane County Development
- Willlam Schmidt — Village of Hampshire
James Hicks — Village of Hampshiré .
Veme Wester — Village of Fingree Grove
Becky Johnson — — City of Marengo
Tony Remke ~ City of Marengo
Dick Fish — City of Marengo
Robert Mihelich — McHenry- County H:ghway Department
Joe Evers — City ¢f Elgin -
. Joe Lazar — Lazar Amoco .
* Gary Ovetbay — Clviltech Engineering, Inc.
Jeff Young - Civiitech Engineering, In¢.
Sat Nagat - Metro Transportation Group, Inc. (Metro)
Peter Lemmon - Metro Transportation Group, Inc.

The advisory panel meeting was a joint meeting- of Metro Transportation and Civiltech
Engineering to present the recommended concepts for the U.S. Route 20 SRA corridor
and obtain feedback from concérned residents and municipal and county officigls. Gary
Overbay began the meeting with a brief overview of the corridor and explained the study
limits of Civiltech Engineering and Metro Transportation. Civiltech is.studying the portion
of U.S. Route 20 from Boone/McHenry County line east to I-90.. Metro Is studying the
portion of U.S. Route 20 from ]-90 east to Randal! Road and from the Elgin- OHare

" Expressway east to I-355
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Roone/McHenry County Line

Jeff Young described the western portion of U.S. Route 29, segment by segment As the

corridor passes through the City of Marengo, Jeff noted the various alternatives for a

potential bypass arcund the downtown. Mayor Becky Johnson of the City of Marengo
_indicated that a popular concem is the intersection of U.S. Route 20 and IL Route 23. .

With the recent lifting of trick restrictions, they are experiencing. more- trucks through

town, Consequently, turning movements at this intersection are difficult,

With respect -to the two bypass’ alternates and a \mdemng of U.S. Route 20 through
Marengo, Becky noted that all three poss:bmtles shouid be presented to the public to
obtaln their Input. - .

Lastly, Jeff dlscussed the need to atter the confi gurataon of the access at the [-90/U.S.
Route 20 interchange. Civiltech has prepared three altematives for the new ramp
configurations, which greatly Improve operational safety, increase the 'visibility of the
iraffic s:gna!s and provide for future development on U.S; Route 20.

1-90 to RandaII Road - .
" Sat Nagar began the presentation with an overview of the first two- segments of the U.S.

Route 20 corridor in Kane County being studied by Metro. The first segment described is

from 190 east to IL Route 47. For Segment 1, the recommended cross section is

Farmland Preservation SRA Cross Section with 160 feet of R.O.W. Sat noted the need

for a future signal on U.S. Route 20 at Gast Road. Mayor Bill Schmidt of the Village of

Hampshire stated that the first building i the Hampshire Woods business park between

Higgins Road and Gast Road has been approved A site plan proposing access via Gast.
' Road was given to Metro, ) .

Sat next described the re-alignment of Bner Hill Road at Blg Timber Road. Though the
intersection of Big Timber Road with U.S. Route 20'is proposed to contain a signal, Tom
Rickert of Kane County mentioned that the intersection should be analyzed further. Tom
also noted that the re-allgnment of Allen Road at U.S. Rolte 20 should also be
mvestlgated further to potentially install a signal and remove the curve on U.S. Route 20.

Itis recommended that U.S. Route 20 shouid have a grade separation over the CMSP’
Railroad and the existing IL Route 72. Sat noted thaf IL Route 72 would create an at-
grade intersection with the railroad. ° Thumau Road would include a cul-de-sac at the
CMSP Railroad. Bill Schmidt indicated that a U.S. Route 20 re-alignment that has been
discussed in past which includes U.S. Route 20 continuing south on Brier Hill Road"and
curving eastward on the exsting IL Route 72 alighment. Bill said he would send
additional information on this alignment to Metro. Mayor Schmidt also ment:oned that
cul-de-sac are not favorable among Hampshire resldents

Segment 2 is, ‘recommended to be a Staridard Farmiand Preservation SRA Cross
Section from IL: Route 47-to Plank Road and a Modified Suburban SRA Cross Section is
recommended from Plank Road to Weld Road Just east of [L Route 47, access drives
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leading to John Deere and the adjecent developments should.be consolidated in order to
improve operational safety. :

The main fecommendation for this segment is located in Pingree Grove. The
recommended re-alignment of U.S. Route 20 in Pingree-Grove was presented in order to
eliminate an unsafe -horizontal curve by extending U.S. Route 20 straight across
agricuftural land. Mayor Verme Wester of Pingree Grove and representatives from Kane
County were supportive of the re-alignment of U.S. Route 20. Sat stated that
intersection of proposed and eXistlng U.S. Route 20 would be s:gnallzed '

Concems were expressed at a few other locations. along the segment mctudlng the
“available R.O.W. near the cemetéry at the intersecfion of Plank Road and Coombs
"Rosd. Sat stated that sufficient R:O.W. is available. Further concern was shown
regarding the intersection control and geomietrics between Nestler Road and Weld Road.
Tom Rickert. suggested that U.S. Route 20 be shifed south of the current alignment in
order to provide a frontage road to improve safety and consolidate the res:dential access

drives to the north on U S. Route 20,

Joe Evers from the Clty of Eigm stated that the vertical curve on U. S. Route 20 at Weld
Road should be flattened to improve sight distance.. The current posted speed limit of 55
miles per hour was thought to be too high if a signal Is installed at the intersection of U.S.
Route 20 with Weld Road. Kane County concuned on these statements

As a next step in the process of thls u.8. Route 20 SRA study, the consuiltants will
present the geometric concepts to IDOT and will meet with the communities in the
second advisory panel meeting this summer. Sat noted that communities should submit
comments regarding the. presented corridor recommendations. These recommendations
will be analyzed by Civiltech and Metro and will be mcorporeted in developing the i0ng
range pfan for U.S. Route 20 SRA.

These meeting minutes shall be- assumed correct unless wntten comments are received -
within ten {10) days.
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- ENGINEERING, INC.
o 500 PARK BOULEVARD » SUITE 250  ITASCA, ILLINOIS 60143-1297
{630) 773-3900 = FAX (630) 773-3975
MINUTES OF MEETING
Subject:  Strategic Regional Arterial
U.S. Route 20
Advisory Panel Meeting
Date:  May 3, 1999
Time: 4:30P.M.
Place:  Riley Township Hall
Riley Township, Illinois
In Attendance:  Cal Skinner - Illinois State Representative
Wally Butensghoen - Riley Planning Commission
John Banghart - Riley Planning Commission
Robert Moehling - Riley Township Highway

Ersel Schuster - McHenry County Board
Arlene Genell - Riley Planning Commission
Gary Overbay - Civiltech Engineering, Inc.
Jeff Young - Civiltech Engineering, Inc.

The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the proposed recommendations for the U.S. Route 20
SRA corridor and obtain input from the Riley Township representatives regarding the plan. The
limits for the U.S. Route 20 SRA study are from the Boone/McHenry County line southeast to
Randall Road. This meeting concentrated on the proposed by-pass of Marengo through portions
of Riley Township. The following is a summary of comments made at the meeting.

Gary Overbay began the meeting with an overview of the SRA process and explained that the

~ eventual completed SRA report can be a useful planning tool for local agencies to ultimately assist
the governing road agencies. Mr. Overbay indicated that the people present at the meeting today
would be invited to the next Advisory Panel Meeting.

John Banghart stated that the Alternate 2 by-pass (shown in pink on the attached exhibit) is
preferred but only east of Illinois Route 23. John informed Civiltech that the South Ridge
subdivision is in the path of the by-pass west of IL 23. The subdivision currently has
approximately 30 homes constructed and will ultimately have 57. Through discussions, it was
suggested that an alignment should use part of IL 23 traveling south until the South Ridge
development is circumvented and then it could continue due west towards Meyer Road where it
intersects Pleasant Grove Road. This alignment is shown in black on the attached exhibit.
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As the alignment travels west on Pleasant Grove Road, Mr. Overbay indicated that the by-pass
could then be directed north through open land between Meyer Road and Johnson Road. It was
indicated by the representatives from Riley Township that this alignment is acceptable. With
this, a general preliminary consensus was achieved regarding a new by-pass alignment.

Mr. Banghart questioned if a centerline could be recorded at this time for a by-pass. Mr.
Overbay stated that a formal centerline can not be recorded until the Final Report is adopted by
IDOT and an alignment is selected. However, Mr. Overbay commented that a preliminary route
could be shown on planning maps by local agencies.

Mr. Overbay stated that the meeting minutes would be written shortly so that they could be
presented at the next Riley Township meeting on May 11°. Mr. Overbay then commented that
remarks from the Township regarding this proposed new by-pass should be sent to Civiltech
Engineering, Inc. within the next 5 to 6 weeks. The remainder of the SRA schedule will involve
Civiltech presenting local community comments and any new plans to IDOT. After which, a
second Advisory Panel meeting and a Public Hearing would be scheduled sometime later this

summer.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m.

By: % j%a/n,q

Date: W/a(.j 42 L9947
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CIVILTECH
ENGINEERING, INC.

500 PARK BOULEVARD # SUITE 250 * ITASCA, ILLINOIS 60143-1297
(630) 773-3900 » FAX (630) 773-3975

MINUTES OF MEETING

Subject:  Strategic Regional Arterial
U.S. Route 20
2" Advisory Panel Meeting

Date: November 9, 1999
Time: 10:00 A M.

Place:  Marengo City Hall
Marengo, Illinois

In Attendance:  See attached list

The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the Draft Report for the U.S. Route 20 SRA corridor.
U.S. Route 20 extends from the Boone/McHenry County Line southeast to Randall Road. U.S.
Route 20 in DuPage County between the Elgin-O’Hare Expressway and Interstate 355 is also part
of the SRA corridor. This meeting concentrated on the portion of U.S. Route 20 in Kane and

McHenry Counties.

Mr. Gary Overbay with Civiltech Engineering, Inc. began the meeting by discussing the
recommended plan in McHenry County. The recommended plan consists of two travel lanes in
each direction with a median through McHenry County. The type and size of median varies
throughout the corridor with a wide ditch median east and west of the City of Marengo and
within the City, narrower lanes and a flush painted median is recommended. A by-pass of the City
of Marengo is not part of the recommended plan; however, Mr. Rich Starr from the Tilinois
Department of Transportation indicated that a by-pass of the City could become part of a long
range plan beyond the time frame of the SRA study.

Several concerns were raised by City of Marengo and Riley Township officials regarding the
exclusion of a by-pass of U.S. Route 20 around Marengo. Officials asked what impact widening
U.S. Route 20 on its current alignment would have on accident experience. They also were very
concerned about the aesthetic impacts of widening U.S. Route 20, particularly the loss of trees
and parkway. The general consensus of the Marengo and Riley Township officials was that a
widening of U.S. Route 20 to three lanes through town would improve safety without creating
significant adverse impacts.

Local officials stated that they would formally oppose the widening of U.S. Route 20 to five lanes
through the City of Marengo and that a preferred alternative would be to construct a by-pass of
U.S. Route 20 further south, as was preliminanily presented at the Advisory Panel meetings on
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April 22, 1999 and on May 3, 1999. Officials from Riley Township and the City of Marengo
indicated that they would submit a formal statement as to their position regarding the exclusion of

a by-pass.

The discussion then concentrated on the portions of U.S. Route 20 in Kane County. Mr. Dave
Miller with Metro Transportation Group, Inc. discussed the recommended plan for the Kane

County area.

In regards 1o the realignment of Allen Road at the Brier Hill Road intersection, Kane County
officials indicated that they would like to investigate the possibility of having Allen Road
signalized with U.S. Route 20 in addition to the traffic signal at the Brier Hill Road intersection
since Allen Road serves as a direct link to the Village of Hampshire.

Kane County officials stated that they are in favor to the grade separation of U.S. Route 20 over
the 1&M Rail Link but would like to examine the option of grade separating Illinois Route 72 at
the same location due to potential environmental impacts. The recommended plan has Illinois
Route 72 crossing the 1&M Rail Link at-grade.

City officials from Elgin stated that they are studying a north/south roadway west of town that
could possibly align opposite Coombs Road/Russel Road. They requested that the recommended
Plank Road realignment shown gives consideration for their potential north/south roadway.

1t was expressed by the City of Elgin that traffic signals at Weld Road and Nestler Road are
important. A new Elementary School is proposed near the U.S. Route 20 intersection with

Nestler Road. Consideration of a traffic signal at Weld Road could be possible through
modification of the geometrics at the intersection.

Mr. Overbay recommended that representatives from the communities discuss the SRA
recommendations with their City and Village officials and inform 1DOT or Civiltech of any
additional comments or suggestions.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 A.M.

N /A e

leff Young

Date: %/MMM?\ /5/ Q?OOO
v N
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Strategic [egional [\rterial

OPERATION GREENLIGHT

U.S. Route 20 from the Boone-McHenry Line
to Randall Road and from the Elgin-O'Hare
Expressway to Interstate 355.

Date:

Time:
Place:

Date:

Time:
Place;

Date:

Time:
Place:

Tuesday November 16, 1999
2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Bloomingdale Village Hall
201 S. Bloomingdale Road
Bloomingdale, Illinois

Thursday November 18, 1999
2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Elgin Community College
Business Conference Center
1700 Spartan Drive

Elgin, Illinois

Tuesday November 23, 1999
2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m,
Marengo City Hall

132 E. Prairie

Marengo, Illinois

llinois Department of Transportation

Division of Highways/District 1

201 West Center Court/Schaumburg, lllincis/60196-1096

Rich Starr

Highway Systems Engineer

(847)705-4095
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Executive Summary

Since the early 1970's, development patterns have reflected a significant migration of people and
employment from the City of Chicago to the surrounding suburbs. Though the region's population
grew by only 4% during that period, the urbanized area increased by approximately 70%. The new
development brought with it dramatically different travel patterns. While the principal transportation
systems were designed to efficiently handle traditional suburb-to-city commuting patterns,
significant growth occurred in suburb-to-suburb travel. These new travel demands overwhelmed the
capacity of many of the region's expressways and arterial streets, causing traffic to spill over into
adjacent neighborhoods as drivers sought to avoid congestion. Despite significant investments in
transportation improvements over the last two decades, traffic congestion in the Chicago region has
increased steadily.

Regional population and employment forecasts imply that even more difficult challenges lie ahead.
NIPC has estimated that the region's population will increase as much as 24% between 1990 and
2020 which is four times the growth rate experienced between 1970 and 1990. Employment is
expected to increase as much as 37% over the same period. Though growth will continue in the
suburbs, significant infill growth is expected to occur in the City of Chicago and inner-ring suburbs
as well. If the region's economic vitality and quality of life is to be preserved in the face of this
expansion, significant improvements to transportation mobility must be achieved.

Transportation planning agencies have recognized that needed mobility improvements cannot be
achieved solely through expansion of the region’s expressway system. Thus, they are planning the
creation of the Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) system which is a comprehensive network of 1,390
miles of existing arterial highways in Northeastern Illinois. The SRA system is intended to
supplement existing and proposed expressway facilities in accommodating long-distance, high
volume automobile and commercial vehicle traffic. In order to meet the objectives of the SRA
system, it will be necessary to transform the historic context of these arterial highways to one which
empbhasizes traffic mobility while still accommodating land access needs.

This report summarizes a planning study conducted for rural and suburban areas of U.S. Route 20.
The rural portion of_the.U.S. Route 20._study. extends.from the.Bsone/McHenry County Line to
Randall Road. The suburban section begins at the Elgin-O’Hare Expressway and extends east to
Interstate 355. The study developed a conceptual improvement plan which, when implemented, will
improve transportation mobility along the corridor. The study is considered a “pre-Phase I” study,
since it may be a number of years before the SRA improvements can be realized. Before
constructing these improvements, detailed Phase I engineering and environmental studies as well

1



U.S. Route 20

as Phase II design activities must still be completed. The concept plan is primarily intended to serve
as a guide for land use and access decisions that will be made along the route between now and when
an SRA improvement could actually be constructed. It is hoped that the long-range SRA plan for
this route will be used by local agencies in their land use planning activities. Only with the support
of the communities through which the U.S. Route 20 corridor passes through can the ultimate
improvement plan be realized.

The U.S. Route 20 SRA corridor. was divided into nine segments for the purposes of this study, six
for the rural area and three for suburban area. Following is a summary of the major improvement
recommendations within each segment.

Segment 1: Boone/McHenry County Line to Meyer Road

*  Widen U.S. Route 20 to provide two 12-foot travel lanes in each direction separated by
a 42-foot open ditch median.

» Provide 6-foot inside and 10-foot outside shoulders with an open drainage system.

* Acquire 0 to 47 feet of additional right-of-way along each side of U.S. Route 20.

» Consolidate access to designated channelized intersections and restrict all other
driveways to right-in/right-out.

» Signal coordination is recommended.

Segment 2: Meyer Road to Shady Lane

¢ Widen U.S. Route 20 to provide two 11-foot travel lanes in each direction separated by
an 11-foot painted median.

* Provide curb and gutter with an enclosed drainage system.

* Maintain the existing access to U.S. Route 20.

» Side street improvements are recommended at specific locations.

+ Signal coordination is recommended.

Segment 3: Shady Lane to Harmony Road

* Widen U.S. Route 20 to provide two 12-foot travel lanes in each direction separated by
a 42 foot open ditch median.

« Provide 6-foot inside and 10-foot outside shoulders with an open drainage system.

»  Acquire 20 to 80 feet of right-of-way on the north side and 0 to 54 feet on the south side
of U.S. Route™20. ‘

e Consolidate access to designated channelized intersections and restrict all other
driveways to right-in/right-out. U-TURN movements will be permitted for passenger
vehicles and small trucks at signalized intersections.

» Signal coordination is recommended.
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Segment 4:

Segment 3:

Segment 6:

Harmony Road to Interstate 90

Widen U.S. Route 20 to provide two 12-foot travel lanes in each direction separated by
an ]18-foot wide barrier median

Provide 10-foot wide shoulders with an open drainage system.

Acquire 0 to 27 feet of right-of-way on the north side and 0 to 54 feet on the south side
of U.S. Route 20.

Consolidate access to designated channehzed intersection and restrict all other driveways
to right-in/right-out.

Re-align the signalized I-90 access roadway further southeast along U.S. 20.

Side street improvements are recommended at specific locations.

Signal coordination is recommended.

 Interstate 90 to Illinois Route 47

Widen U.S. Route 20 to provide two 12-foot travel lanes in each direction separated by
a 42 foot open ditch median.

Provide 8-foot inside and 10-foot outside shoulders with an open drainage system.
Acquire 0 to 60 feet of right-of-way on the north side and 0 to 47 feet on the south side
of U.S. Route 20.

Re-align Brier Hill Road at Big Timber Road just north of U.S. Route 20 to improve
operational safety.

Re-align Allen Road at U.S. Route 20 to form a “T” intersection and improve operational
safety. ;.

Create overpass for re-alignment of U.S. Route 20 over the I & M Rail Link to the existing
IL Route 72 alignment.

Consolidate access to designated channelized intersections and restrict all other
driveways to right-in/right-out. U-TURN movements will be permitted for passenger
vehicles and small trucks at signalized intersections,

Signal coordination is recommended. .

Illinois Route 47 to Randall Road

Widen U.S. Route 20 to provide two 12-foot travel lanes in each direction separated by
a 42 foot open ditch median west of Plank Road.

East of Plank Road, provide two 12-foot travel lanes in each direction separated by a
barrier median with curb and gutter.

Acquire 0 to 60 feet of right-of-way on the north 31de and 0 to 50 feet on the south side
of U.S. Route 20.

Extend U.S. Route 20 directly from Marshall Road to Switzer Road to improve roadway
operations in the Village of Pingree Grove. Requires 160 feet of right-of-way acquisition.

3



U.S. Route 20

* Between Nestler Road and Weld Road, provide a frontage road along the north side of
U.S. Route 20.

» Consolidate access to designated channelized intersections and restrict all other
driveways to right-in/right-out. U-TURN movements will be permitted for passenger
vehicles and small trucks at signalized intersections between IL Route 47 and Plank
Road.

« Signal coordination is recommended.

Segment 7:  Elgin-O’Hare Expressway to Springfield Drive

* Widen U.S. Route 20 to provide three 12-foot travel lanes in each direction separated by
an 18 foot barrier median.

» Provide curb and gutter with closed drainage system.

* Acquire 0 to 27 feet of right-of-way on the north side and 0 to 10 feet on the south side
of U.S. Route 20.

« Full access available to U.S. Route 20 will be restricted. Partial access permitting left-

*  in/right-in/right-out movements are allowed at selected locations.
+ Side street improvements are recommended at specific locations.
s Signal coordination is recommended.

Segment 8:  Springfield Drive to Glen Ellyn Road

» Provide three 12-foot travel lanes in each direction separated by a barrier median west
of Rosedale Avenue.

= East of Rosedale Avenue, maintain the existing cross section.

* No right-of-way acquisition is required.

« Circle Avenue south of U.S. Route 20 will be re-aligned to form a four-way signalized
intersection with Circle Avenue north of U.S. Route 20.

* Lakeview Drive is proposed to be re-aligned to create a four-way intersection with Euclid
Avenue, ' ‘

» Full access available to U.S. Route 20 will be restricted. Partial access permitting left-
in/right-in/right-out movements are allowed at selected locations.

» Side street improvements are recommended at specific locations.

« Signal coordination is recommended.
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Segment 9:  Glen Ellyn Road to Interstate 355

» Maintain the existing cross section along U.S. Route 20 which provides three 12-foot
travel lanes in each direction separated by a 30—foot barrier median.

» No right-of-way acquisition is required.

» Maintain the existing access to U.S. Route 20.

« Side street improvements are recommended at specific locations.

» Signal coordination is recommended.




Tuesday, November 9, 1999 Dajly Helald

You ase invited to attend Public Hearings held by the lincis Department of Transportation
concerning the long range plan of U.S. Route 20 from the Boone-McHenry County Line to
Randall Road and the Elgin-O"Hare Expressway to Interstate 355

. Date: Tuesday November 16, 1999 Date:  Thursday November 18, 1999

Time: 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Time:  2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Place: Bloomingdale Village Hall Place:  Elgin Community College
201 8. Bloomingdale Road Business Conference Center
Bloomingdale, 1inois 1700 Spartan Drive  Elgin, Illinois

Date: Tuesday November 23, 1999
Time: 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Place: Marengo City Hall
132 E. Prairie
Marengo, Illinois
Purpose of the Meeting:

+To present and discuss the proposed improvements of this project as part of the
Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) Systemn.
*To obtain public input.

An audio-visual presentation will be shown every half hour with the last showing at 6:30 p.m.
Exhibits will be on display with IDOT personnel available to discuss the project and to answer
questions. This hearing will be accessible to handicapped individuals. Anyone needing special
assistance should contact Rich Starr at (847) 705-4095. Persons planning to attend who will need
a sign language interpreier or other similar accommodations, should notify the Department’s TDD
number (847) 7054710 at least five days prior to the hearing.

Ali correspondence regarding this project and the Strategic Regional Arterial System
should be sent to: i

Tlinois Department of Transportation
Bureau of Programming

201 West Center Court

Schavwmburg, Hlinois 60196-1096




Public Hearing Register

Project:

U.S. 20 from the Boone-McHenry Line to Randall Rd. & from Elgin-O'Hare Exp. to [-355

Location:

Elgin Community College

Date: 11/18/99

Time: 2-7 PM

To be added to the mailing list for this project, please provide your complete address below.
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Project: U.S. 20 from the Boone-McHenry Line to Randall Rd. & from Elgin-O'Hare Exp. to [-355
Location: Elgin Community College Date: 11/18/99 Time: 2-7 PM
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To be added to the mailing list for this project, please provide your complete address below.
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FORM CSR - LASER REPORTERS PAPER & MFG. CO. 800-626-6313

IN RE:

STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL
OPERATION GREENLIGHT

U.S. ROUTE 20 FROM THE BOONE-McHENRY
LINE TO RANDALL ROAD AND FROM THE

ELGIN-O'HARE EXPRESSWAY TO
INTERSTATE 355

ELGIN PUBLIC HEARING

REPORT of comments made at the Public
Hearing of the above-captioned study and summary of
recommendations, taken before Joan M. Kenny, C.5.R., a
Notary Public in and for the County of DuPage, State of
Illinois, at Elgin Community College, Business Conference
Center, 1700 Spartan Drive, Elgin, lilincis, on Thursday, the
18th day of November, A.D. 1999, between the hours of

2:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M.
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PHYLLIS ALLEN: My name is Phyllis Alien. And my

address is 44W459 West Highway 20, Hampshire 60140-6205.

| feel quite comfortable with what the
concept isthatthey have showed us. Sol hope it could go
forward sooner than later.

The intersection, as itis now, is very bad.
They are coming from the north and the shoot down Brier Hill
Road. People are supposed to be stopping as they are going
eastbound, entering 20, and so many don't stop. it just --
there is going to be something happening because itis
horrible. It needs attention.

M
EDWARD WESEMANN: My name is Edward

Wesemann. Ilive at 41Wé461 U.S. Highway 20. My mailing
address is Hampshire.

{ have lived there since 1943. And priorto
that | lived at Udina at the junction of Plank Road and U.S.
Highway 20. | have lived on Route 20 along time.

During that time | had a business out at
Starks station at the junction of 47, 20 and 72. And | was
there for 23 years, so | have seen a lot of traffic going along
Route 20 and ! have seen a lot of accidents on 20 in those
years.

And from what | have seen here, everything
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looks goodto me. | can see where it is going to avoid a lot
of future accidents that we had before.

My home right now is on the very sharp
curve, just west of Pingree Road. And what the planisthere,
according to what | have seen, is to extend Route 20 straight
ahead at that curve and intersect back with 20 over near
Switzer Road, which would bypass Pingree Road, which also
has a very bad, sharp curve and has had many accidents.
Solseethat as a vast improvement.

And from what!l can see from the
configuration at Starks, where | had my business before, the
only difference would be that Highway 20 would not pass by
the present junction of 47, 20 and 72 north of the tracks
because that stretch of road that runs north and south under
the railroad tracks at Starks carries three road, 47, 20, 72;
allthree are on that section and there is an enormous
amount of traffic that goes on thatroad. So that would take
the pressure off of that, by making that change.

Sofromwhati have seen of the
improvements in the areas that ! am familiar with, | think
they are going to be all right.

ok ok ok
PATSY HIRSCH: My name is Patsy Hirsch. 12N002

Hidden Hill Trail, Elgin 60123. Andliliveinthe Hidden Hill
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Subdivision, which is betiween Weld Road and Nesler.

| had heard there was a stoplight slated for
the entrance to our subdivision, which is Hidden Hill
subdivision. 1don‘t know if that is necessarily the best place
to put the stoplight.

| have heard that people would suggest a
Weld Road stoplight at 20 and | don't know if that is the best
place to put it either because of the amount of traffic and
the speed of that traffic coming -- going westbound on 20 at
that intersection.

somy suggest would be to put it at Nesler
Road due to the fact that the schoolis going fo be opening
next fall.  am concerned aboutthe children and the buses
exiting out onto 20 during high traffic time.

.k W
WALTER SASS: My name is Walter Sass. 42W249

State Route 72, Hampshire, lllinois 60140,

The land that | am intersectfed in, my land,
Sections 29, 30 and 31. What are you going to do with water,
drainage?

Soil Conservation tells me | can't dump any
more water onto Elgin than 1 am right now, whatever it was
before, the runoff.

People are dumping water onto me from
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higher up, higher elevations; and you are going to put more
cementin and dump more water onto me. Somebody has --
the laws are screwed up somewhere, | don't know. If | can't
dump any more water on Elgin, how can you dump any more
water onto me? It seems like it is two sets of laws, one for
me and one for Elgin.

Now, thatis my biggest concern with this
right now. You are putting more cementin and more bridges
or viaducts or whatever you want to callthem, approaches.
And water is the main problem, 1 would say on this for me,
right now.

Anditdon't stop right here. {t gotto go
farther down the line to getrid of it. We need some kind of
help more than what ourselves can generate to getrid of this
water.

Okay, thatis about all | got to say right now.

T
JOHN NEPERMANN: My name is John Napermann.
12N860 Route 20, Elgin 60123,

| am concerned about the proposed route
from Switzer Road to Marshall Road. When it goes west from
Switzer Road, it is going directly through our home. And|
would think it would be possible to adjust that jog in 20

between our home and the existing Route 20 so that it




.
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wouldn't go directly through our home.
That isreally all | have to say.
P
LISA SAKOLARI: My name is Lisa Sakolari and |
am at 37 West 904 Route 20.

A couple of concerns thatiam having as far
as -- 1l am looking to remodel my home, to add an addition
onioit. Andidon't know what kind of fime the frontage
road is going to begin. But, ifitis ten years down the line, |
definitely have to do the addition. | could probably wait out
five years bui { am kind of concerned as far as time.

My other thing is safety. The buses that stop
on Rouie 20, there has been several cars that pass on the
inside. They go around the right end, where the kids are
standing; and this is a big concern with Plato school.

They just brought a letter home last week
that this has been occurring; and, with the winter, they want
the kids at least 20 feet off the road and to wait until the
doors open and they are getting on the bus.

Even with the median in the middie, 1 don't
know if that is going to solve that. So that is about it. ltis
just my concerns.

(WHICH were all of the comments made

at the above-captioned public hearing.)
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) §S.
COUNTY OF DU PAGE )

I, JOAN M. KENNY, C.5.R., a Notary Publicin
and for the County of DuPage, State of lllinois, do hereby
certify that between the hours of 2:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M.,
on Thursday, the 18th day of November, A.D. 1999, at Elgin
Community College, Business Conference Center, 1700
spartan Drive, Elgin, lllinois, 1 reported in shorthand the
comments made at the public hearing of the above-entitied
matter: and that the foregoing is atrue, correct and
complete transcript of my shorthand notes so taken as
aforesaid.

INTESTIMONY WHEREOF | have hereunto set
my hand and affixed my notarial seal this 11th day of

Pecember, A.D. 1999%.

Notar(yMF(ublic

OFFICIAL SEAL
JOAN M KENNY

NCTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF ILLINOIS
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES: 12/09/01

9%”% L
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Public Hearing Register

Project:

Location:

U.S. 20 from the Boone-McHenry Line to Randall Rd. & from Elgin-O'Hare Exp. to |-355

Marengo City Hall, Marengo

Date: 11/23/99

Time: 2-7 PM

To be added to the mailing list for this project, please provide your complete address below.
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Project: U.S. 20 from the Boone-McHenry Line to Randall Rd. & from Elgin-O'Hare Exp. to 1-355

Marengo City Hall, Marengo Date: 11/23/99 Time: 2-7 PM
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To be added to the mailing list for this project, please provide your complete address below.
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IN RE:

STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL
OPERATION GREENLIGHT

U.S. ROUTE 20 FROM THE BOONE-McHENRY
LINE TO RANDALL ROAD AND FROM THE

ELGIN-O'HARE EXPRESSWAY TO
INTERSTATE 355

MARENGO PUBLIC HEARING

REPORT of comments made at the Public
Hearing of the above-captioned study and summary of
recommendations, taken before Joan M. Kenny, C.S.R.,
a Notary Public in and for the County of DuPage, State of
[Hinois, at the Marengo City Hall, 132 East Prairie, Marengo,
Illinois, on Tuesday, the 23rd day of November, A.D. 1999,

between the hours of 2:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M.
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WILLIAM SENSOR: My name is William Sensor.
6211 Maple Street, Unit 202, Marengo, lllinois.
My commentis: In addition to widening of
Route 20, they should build a bypass around the downfown
area of Marengo to help the traffic problems at the main
intersection of Route 20 and Route 23 because the large
trucks cannot negotiate this corner and, with just the
widening, itis not going to help inthe long-run because of
the tength of some of these semis trying to make it around
that corner, where a bypass would take the traffic out of the
downtown area, at least the truck traffic.
Thatis my comment.
ok ok &
PAM WOODRUFF: Pam Woodruff. 449 Barbara
Court, Marengo 60152,
|l oppose the downtown plan. lrecommend
that they bypass Marengo so it doesn’t kill Marengo.
Short and sweet,
Kk kK
BRAD JOHNSON: Brad Johnson. P.C. Box 213,
Marengo.
Basically, | would rather see a bypass rather

than killing downtown.

* K R Ok oW
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CHARLES HAMILTON: Charies Hamilton. am a
Master Sergeant with the lllinois State Police, District 2. | live
at 19216 West Coral Road. And that mailing address is
Marengo but |l live in the county.

The plan that [ looked at today of widening
20, going through Marengo, is absolutely right on track.
They have -- what people don't understand, which | do
because l dorunthe truck detail, is that you have now got
longertrucks as of 1994 and no weight limitations.

And Route 23 and Route 20 is always going
to be aproblem because they can't turn there. They come
down from Wisconsin, 14to 23, and they make the turn onte
20. They are going to have to widen that intersection in
orderto accommodate these trucks.

It is goingto open thatintersection up so it
makes sense to make 20 a complete run-through; otherwise,
you are going to have to open up lanes on either side of it
forhoweverfarto gettothe intersection so they can make
their turn.

Soldolike DOT's layout, what they did

today.

L B B

FRANK OAKLEY: Frank Oakley. 602 East

Washington, Marengo.
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My concern is, if they do this, they can’t just
stop atthe Boone County line because there is a lot of traffic
coming fromthe west now and fthat is just going to remain a
bottleneck ifthey don't confinue on with fourlanes, going
westinfo Boone County.

Solthink they should do that along with this.

oW W N R
CARROCCIA UBALDO: Carroccia Ubaldo, 733 East
Washington Street, Marengo.

| just want fo know if they are going to put a
bypass overthere to make it more easy to pass, bypass, from
20 and Coral, whateveritis, alithe way up to the end of
Garden Prairie, whateveritis, and goright down there. And
soonert or laterthey gotto have a bridge that crosses 23 to
20 overthere. So that would make aniceroad and bypass
20.

This way everything couvid come that way
with the trucks and go through Pleasant Grove, whatever it
is. Butthen!l don't know. | gotacouple of friends over
there. They are going to kill me butl gotfo find out, you
know, from them here.

PP
NELL GRON: Nell Gron. 24308 Wesf Grant,

Marengo.
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| think the whole idea stinks. | see noreason
to have atwo-laneroadin Boone County expanded to a
four-lane, divided road in McHenry County.

My house sefs back 150-foot from the center
oftheroad and the proposal would put my house 10-foot
fromtheroad. Andl amone of the furthest setback houses
intherural area.

| would be in favor of asouth bypass around
Marengo that has been talked aboutin the past because |
think the city congestion is bad.

Il want to entertwo more comments. The
maintenance situation down the center of Highway 20 from
west of Marengo to the Boone County line, the little yellow
reflectors in the middle of the road have been dug out.

There are considerable holes down the middle of the road.

And the second thing toregister would be
that{ would be in favor of a south bypass around Marengo
for Highway 20 from Johnson Road to Pleasant Grove back on
Coral Road.

R,
KEN MERRITT: My name is Ken Merritt. My address
is 7516 North Hill Road, 60152, We are notin the Marengo
city limits. We are outside the city limits. We are in Riley

Township.
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One comment | have, after talking to Rich
Star, is that | made him aware of a large tree thatis an
obstacle on U.S. 20 north of Church Road in a curve that is --
itisrightin --the treeisinan escape areaq. Itis very close
tothe road. And, if somebody wanted to avoid somebody
that crossed over the centerline, and went off the side of the
shoulder, itis so close to the road that they might hit the
tree.
itis a very large tree.

So he asked that | record this and that
somebody from IDOT will take a look at it. So, again -- 1
think he got it. itis one of the curves north of Church Road
on U.S. 20 on the east side. | should point out thatitis on
the east side of the road.

My second comment: | guess | would also
believe, similarto another person who made a comment,
that the City of Marengo will lose taxrevenue and businesses
will probably lose revenue as aresult of putting up a u.s. 20
bypass south of town. So | would be concerned that they
would take that into account so that businesses don't suffer.

Third comment: Inthe eventthat Coral
Road bypass does get approved by IDOT, l am concerned
that there are a number of residential areas that have roads

crossing Coral or meeting Coral and that every place that
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there is aresidential road that meets or crosses Coral that
there be adequate turnlanes, whetherthey be left orright
turns as needed; so that this precludes rear-end accidents
and other kinds of accidents. | guess those are my main
concernsright now.

I think this is my fourth comment. | have a
big concern aboutimprovements of U.S. 20 between Coral
Road and Interstate 90. inthe event that the main plan does
not getimplemented foralong time, say, fifteen, twenty
years, this segment of road, which | just identified, Coralto
1-90, has had numerous traffic fatalities over the last eleven
vears since { have lived in the area.

And, talking to Rich Star, he said that, ifthe
main planis put off for many, many years, that IDOT would
still consider making various improvements in safety on
U.S. 20, as well asin any other part of the state, as needed.

Solguess | would ask IDOT to look at the
kinds of fatalities that have occurred for eleven years, or
however far back they wantto go back, and look for the root
cavuses. And, if they are highway design orlack of some-
thing in the highway structure or system signage, that
adequate improvements be made to cut down on fatalities.

And | would give a couple of examples of

where there have been fatalities. There have been fatalities
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at U.5. 20 and Huntley-Marengo Road:; fatalities at Harmony
and U.S. 20. And | believe thatthese may have been
avoided with turn lanes, as an example.

So perhaps furn lanes are needed at some
infersections. There is acouple curves thatf are pretty
dangerous that might be worked on to make sure that there
is adequate place for somebody to go off the road in case
an oncoming vehicle crosses the centerline; namely, any
large trees that areinthe way ocught fo be removed.

That is about it. Thank you.

ok oR
DPOROTHY OTIS: Dorothy Otis. 633 West Grant
Highway in Marengo.

Basically, whati have wriften in this lefter
here is that progressis not always good. Cities are going to
grow. lacceptthis.

And now is the time to be considering a
bypass forthe mega-trucks and through people that drive
fthrough Marengo to get fo their jobs east of here.

There are existing roads currently in place.
We have Coral Road that bisects with Route 20 east of
Marengo. And we have Johnson Road, which T's info
Route 20 west of Marengo.

And, if everyone that went through Marengo,
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stoppedin Marengo that would be fine. But we are
confronted with a mega-load of people that are driving
through Marengo because thereis no bypass.

The traffic starts around five in the morning
and does not fet up until around ten o'clock in the morning.
We live on Route 20 and, therefore, we see what kind of
traffic this is. We are seeing semis and semis and more
semis, carrying all different kinds of cargos. We have trucks
that go through here with precut building materials, lumber.
Where they are going, | don't know.

Are they going to Del Webb?

Of late we have seen the heavy-duty trucks
with not small boats, but huge luxury boats geoing by. And
the trucks have an address of Champaign on them.

Now, you khow, why do they have to go
through Marengo?

We have a mega-million deollar industry south
of Marengo here in the vicinity of Coral Road and Johnson
Road and we often see just gravel trucks after gravel trucks
passing through Marengo. They are not stopping. They are
passing through, geing through aresidential area that was
established back in the eighteen hundreds. Marengo has a
smalltown charm.

Often, when people come to a community,
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their first impressions are to the entries to the city. Right now
our little town has been denuded and raped by ComEd as
they come through and trim trees. They come through; they
promise you; they will sign theirname to nothing because, if
they can get you off guard and keep their chainsaws going,
they get theirway. And ! am afraid that big government is
no different.

And sowe haveto be onourtoesinregard
to Route 20 and any plans that are ever made inregard to if.
There is only one common sense plan and that is to get a
bypass. Now isthe time to do it.

There are lovely, old homes along Route 20.
They should not be sacrificed. People have a large
investment. We have the downtown area. We have two new
bank buildings. One is alittle older but one is not even
completed building yef.

We have schools. Buses need to cross
through here. Itis just not alogical assumption that this
road should be widened to accommodate the trucks and the
people using it as athoroughfare to get fo their jobs. The
local community, yes, we can manage.

But there is only one realistic solution to any
of the extra fraffic and thatis abypass and it needs to be

done now.

10
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STEPHEN H. OTIS: Stephen H. Otis, 433 West Grant
Highway.

| guess fortherecord | would, you know,
reenforce our letter, reenforce the letter we sent. We have
lived there for between eight and ten years now and we got
a beautiful row of maple trees out front that we have almost
had to die for because of Commonwealth Edison putting a
new line inthere and wanting to trimthem. They are over
100, 125 years old.

We got a house thatis one of the -- well, it is
not historic in the instance that it is registered; but it is one
of the old-time houses. Itis very nice. We have fixed it up
very nice and we have spent a ot of money on it. 1 don't
think enhancing the highway is going to enhance the value
of that home.

We also have a very steep grade to the
driveway now, up from the route about four feet, and it is just
going to make that worse. Now, thatis personally what our
objections are,

We are not certainly going to stand still for
trimming those trees or cutting them down. Theie are buried
lines, the telephone lines, underneath the sidewalk that are

three or four years old that were putinto getthem out of the

11
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way. Those will have to be moved. | mean, there is a cost
there that has to be considered.

I think the other things are we are looking --
Ithink the city itself is looking for the traffic to be less, not
enhanced what is going trough. There are trucks that come
through there from the west from Galena Truss that build wall
panels and trusses. They start though there at 4:30in the
morning and they continue all day long. There are probably
thirty to forty rows of those that go by a day and return.

They go north and they go east.

There is gravel trucks now since the Mevyer
Material -- and some of the Prairie Stone -- have bought the
properties out south on 23. They come up through that
intersection big-time. I mean, there are many of those that
go through there.

The traffic that goes through for people
workinginthe near suburbs starts in about 4:30in the
morning and |l ¢can't even get out of my driveway between
5:00 and 5:30to turnright now to go downtown to have
coffee. Twenty or thirty cars go by. | have to wait forthem
pretty near every morning.

I think our goalin this town, {t believe -- |
have lived here all my life and saw a lot of things. There are

a few more hisforic homes. There are some on the east end
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of town that are registered even. They are not going to be
enhanced by this.

We are of a mind, | think the city is of a
mind, that these people do not stop infown. They don't shop
intown; they don't spend any money. They are just traveling
through. They are commuting and they are working. The
trucks are certainly working during the days.

There has been some large, wide loads
starting _to come through town of late. Whereverthey are
coming from, | don't know; but | have experienced those.

| think we got a pretty good opinion of the
traffic, having lived there. | am the Assessor from Marengo
Township. I have evaluvated allthese houses along this route
and in the rest of the town. At the current time we are
discounting their value because of the traffic and then being
along the highway. | would hope that we, you know,
wouldn't have to further do that. | think that is a possibility.

The values are going to be -- evenif the
houses aren't touched or personally detracted from, their
value is still going to go down.

I have some questions about the direction of
IDOT and as to why this is their first proposal. | thinkin a
very practical sense they went to too much work already on

the wrong project. They should be working on a bypass,
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which was considered and wished for by Riley Township and
Marengo Township officials prior to this.

Il guess | could sumthat all up and say that it
isnotvery well thought out, in my opinion, and certainly
should not be a first consideration.

And as faras we are concerned, myself and
my wife will be very activeintrying to ensure that it doesn't
happen. Some improvements may be appropriate but
certainly not a widening of the highway. Traffic needs to get
around this town.

| am also of the opinion that people on the
proposed Coral Road bypass don't like it but Il don't think
they are the majority of the population affected. | know that
some concessions have to be made on maybe both sides but
fo widen that highway is not the answer for Marengo.

Thank you.

EoE kR
DONALD LITTLE: My name is Donald Little. | live
at 3480 Squire Drive, Marengo, lilinois.

My only remark is that i feel like citizens of
Marengo Township and Riley Township would certainly
appreciate and prefera bypass to the south of Marengo on
Route 20 to relieve and bypass the truck congestionin the

City of Marengo.
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DENNIS HAMMORTREE: My name is Dennis
Hamortree, Alderman, 1st Ward for the City of Marengo.

We have heard that one of the proposals
might possibly be a five-lane road through Marengo. The
consensus of the people in my ward, and pretty much most
of the town, is we would not like to see that happen.

Last week we had a joint meeting with the
Riley Planning Commission, talking about the proposed Coral
Road to Johnson Road bypass and unanimously agreed with
Riley that we think that would be the best thing for the city
and the townships of Riley and Marengo.

That is pretty much it for me.

PR
DUANE DAHLMAN: Duvane Dahlman. My address is
10411 Payne Road, Marengo, lllinois.

My commentis| am a Trustee on the Riley
Township Board of Trustees. Last week the Township Board of
Trustees, the Township Planning Commission for Riley and the
Aldermen from the City of Marengo met and unanimously
passed aresolution, stating we would like a bypass around
Marengo instead of through Marengo.

The bypass should travel on Johnson Road,

Pleasant Grove Road and Coral Road. Itis our feeling that
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this would be the best way of transporting people around
Marengo and through the area.

Thank you very much.

DOLORES BRAZAS: My name is Dolores Brazas. |
live at Route 20 and Big Timber Road in Hampshire Township,
Section 13. My mailing address is 44W459 Big Timber Road,
Hampshire, 60140.

lsupportIDOT as an agency; however, i
specifically do not support the proposalunder the SRA,
specifically the Interstate 90 to lllinois Route 27 section.

| personally feel that a western extension of
the Elgin-O'Hare from Randall Road out west possibly linking
with the 1-90 and 1-88 highways is best. Thatthe proposed --
that link is proposed. | attended a Kane County Farm Bureavu
meeting, where IDOT made a presentation of that particular
link.

{think a freeway or a tollway is necessary
for north/south between 90 and 88 and | think a western
segment of the Eilgin-O'Hare from Randall Road to that link is
necessary.

| think we need a -- thereis anunder-
developed infrastructure right now in the area of Hampshire

Township and the surrounding tfownships. | feel we need
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more roads. We should start with fresh, new built roads,
somewhat like the pristine Elgin-O'Hare.

It can be above ground so that they are not
vnnatural dividers and divisions of communities. Those can
be planned accordingly to the area in which they are
placed.

These are primarily thereasons | objectto
using U.S. Route 20 from |-90 to Route 47. Because at the
particular area where | live, U.S. Route 20 and Big Timber
Road, that has been attempted to -- well, that has been
changed so many times in the last 33 years. The last time
was between '85 and '87, when the construction was finished.

And the existing problem thatis being
addressed today is this SRA report. Brier Hill is a township
road. Big Timberis a countyroad. 20is a state route and it
goes into other states. People use it.

It is nice to have aroute that you can do 45
miles an houron. The intersections at 0 are 45 miles an
hour. The intersection at Udina is 45 miles an hour. At
Pingree Grove it goes down to 30 miles an hour. At Starks at
47 and 20/72 intersection it is at 45 miles an hour.

Forsome reason the two area of concernon
this project, SRA project, at Allen Road, Route 20, Brier Hill,

55 miles an hour, At Big Timber, Brier Hill, Route 20, 55 miles
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an hour. Ifthese are areas of concern, let's start with the 45
mile an hour speed zone.

| would like to say that as far as | know
Hampshire has one fire department that is located in the
town of Hampshire near the post office. | stopped inrecently
a month ortwo ago, asked them about the new fire
department that would be builtinthe northeastern segment
of the township and they looked at me puzzled and never
heard of it.

If this eventually is going to be divided by an
vnnatural boundary, with just limited access, itis a problem
that should be addressed.

The funding for Community Unit District 300,
the recent elections voted down funding proposals in the last
three or so elections. People are concerned. Transporting
children from Algonquin or Carpentersville to Hampshire is
another consideration that should be addressed. These are
long-range problems concerning growth in any community.

People in this area have migrated here
because of arural residential attitude and a desire -- aneed
foraruralresidential atmosphere in a community. They
consider it friendly.

There has been a development of a proposed

approximately 5,000 homes. Itis already in existence,
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probably notthe 5,000. Itis located in Rutland Township,
Kane County. [tislimited to people over 55.

Now, if youdon't have a good idea of what a
divided highway, two or three lanes in each direction is like,
travel down Route 592 near Bartiett Road, North Avenue.
Travel down -- there are plenty of roads to get that
experience.

Right now | would like the one proposed --
like | said, { think it should be the western segment of the
Elgin-O'Hare. They are needed. We needto transport.

We can also include a public transportation
systemin that segment so people fromrural areas canleave
theirtrucks and tractors at home and ride in at least to
Randali Road and pick up some major public transportation.
Itis anidea thatlthink should be considered.

Il don't think the emphasis should be on
township roads right now, like Brier Hill. If that is part of the
planning procedure, then let's consider Dietrich Road, which
isin this specific area between Route 47 and |-90;
specifically, itisright neari-20 and has an entrclnc-:.e on
Route 20 aiready.

The necessary construction and pianning to
make that feasible should be left to the state; although, itis

a township road it would be certainly aresponsibility for
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state involvement and it does access onfo Brier Hill, At this
point Dietrich Road and Brier Hill can go north to Harmony
Road orsouthto BigTimber Road. It certainly should be
addressed.

Thank you very much.

ok ok kK
RICHARD W. EICKSTEADT: My name is Richard W.
Eicksteadt. 200 West Streef, Marengo, lilinois. | am an
attorney in Marengo.

| have lived here all of my life with the
exception of beinginthe service, college and law school. |
feel that i am very definitely opposedto the five lanes
proposed through the downtown area.

| think that what little bit of commerce that
the city has would be excluded and precluded if the five
lanes of traffic were consfructed. [t would be a litfle bit like
looking atthe Eisenhower Expressway or the Kennedy or
some other large route that cuts atown or cuts an area
basically intwo.

My suggestion for the State of Illinois is thatf
they put a bypass beginning at Johnson Road, off of Highway
20, down to Pleasant Grove Road, extended to the east
across Illinois 23 to Coral Road, connecting back up to U.S.

20 onthe east side of Marengo.
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| feel that would alleviate a lot of the traffic,
e~specicily since there is a potential for a fairly large
development being annexed to the west side of Marengo. It
wouid be --the proposed bypass would help alleviate a lot
of the traffic and would alieviate some of the congestion that
may be created by the areato be annexed.

Basically, thatis about alll have. | am
strongly opposed, however, fo the five lanes through
downtown.

ok ko
ALVIN LIESSE: My name s Alvin Liesse. The
address is 880 Deitz Street in Marengo.

lam aresident here for fiffeen, sixteen
vears. | have watched the traffic grow on U.S. 20 through
town and the congestionthat we are having now on that
road in the busy hours from 4:00to 8:30 in the morning and
from 3:30to 5:00in the afternoon.

And | believe that something must be done,
butithasto be done toreroute the traffic outside the city
limits, around the outskirts ratherthanright through the
center of town, where if looks like it is a possible proposal by
virtue of what they have here.

Basically, that tells the story and |

appreciate the opportunity of voicing an opinion. Thank
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you.
*owok oWk
JOHN JENKNER: John Jenkner, Alderman, 3rd
Ward, City of Marengo.

| do not think that the SRA of Route 20 will
be very productive forthe City of Marengo. | believe the
bypass south of town that the City of Marengo and Riley
Township is proposing to the [llinois Department of
Transportation is the properroute of traffic for future growth
of this area.

Again, | believe that, if the Route 20 SRA
route, as proposed, goes through, It would be very
detrimental to the City of Marengo and a lot of the historic
district, also, of Marengo. It would take alot away from the
town.

We have an existing problem of traffic
already, which againis all the more reason to follow through
with a bypass south of town, which also makes sense for
future growth.

That is about it.

ook R K
ALICE MIJANOVICH: My name is Alice
Mijanovich. 614 West Grant, Marengo.

| objectto these plans due to the fact that it
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will spoil the entrance and exitto ourcity and | do not
believe it will solve the problem at all,

A bypass, infact, abeltline, would be best
that excludes traffic through downtown on 174, 23 and 20
and will solve the problem of traffic. Asitis, the traffic gefts
worse. There will still be just as many driveways to turn off of
the road as there are now. 1 can’'t see that will solve the
problem.

Also, l would like to protest the lack of

advertising of this matter.

oM ok & ok

KATHLEEN SHELTON: My name is Kathleen Shelton.

llive at 535 East Grant Highway, Marengo, lllinois.

lam here to express my concern about the
widening of five lanes to this existing two-lane highway that
runs through the center of ourtown. | think a compromise of
perhaps three lanes would be a good thing.

lwas on the City Counsel for eight years and
dealt with IDOT on a daily basis during the widening of the
road. During that summerthere were -- at least once aday
two aldermen went into IDOT concerning the problems that
they were having along the route.

We fost so many businesses. We lost -- the

biggest one was Van's Super Market and it was on Highway
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20 and they had no access. People could not get to the
grocery store and the man {ost his livelihood. He left our
town. He was a very important part of our town.

We would talk to IDOT on a daily basis to see
ifthey couldn't please help to take the strain off of these
businesses and we absolutely had no help. And ! was an
alderman trying to work from the official point of view and --
you know, | see this as a disaster. If my voice as an
alderman wasn't heard, how is my voice as a citizen going
to be heard.

My husband has a business on Route 20,
also; and we have made majorimprovements to these
buiidings. We just puttwo new roofs on these buildings, and
to think that we are going to have a highway that is geoing to
be probably two feet from our front porchis very disturbing.

This summer we had -- we had the neatest
thing happen. The lady, whose grandfather built our house,
stopped by. Sheis from England and she had just lost ason
as an adult and came home. She had to come home but she
wanted tosee her grandparents' house and she wanted to
see where she wasraised. So she went to both homes.

l had herinand i knew her just from people
talking. And she said that it is so nice to know that my

grandfather's home and my aunt's home are loved as much
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as we loved them. It has only had two owners since the
1800's.

The idea of a bypass -- 1 think that, you
know, ratherthan doing five lanes down the middle of the
highway, do three and then take the extra money and put it
onthe bypass. That would be very, very helpiful.

And Il amreally against this, just for the
record. Andlireally hope that somebody fromIDOT canread
and can hearthe comments. Thank you very much.

Just an addition, | was talking to the
consvltants over at the table and they were talking about
taking seven feet and they would gotothe homeowners and
purchase that, orthe business owners, and purchase that
seven extra feetthat they need to widen the road to five
lanes.

And, ifthe homeowners or business owners
were not willing to sell and they felt the project was a viable
one, they would just condemn the land.

As a City Counsel member, that was our very
last -- we never, forthe eight years that | was on the City
Counsel, did we condemn any property. We tried to work
with the people and come up with a compromise, as
reasonable people try to do, rather than going in and just

being the bully of the west and condemn property.
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MARILYN STONE: Marilyn Stone. 651 West Grant
Highway -- thatis 20 -- Marengo.

|l can't believe they are even considering
this. They would havetoremove trees that have been there
for 150 years. They would have to widen it so that the road is
on porches. |l can't believe they would even consider it and
itis very upsetting.

ok ok W
DIANA PETERSON: Diana Peterson. 755 Randel
Court, Marengo.

In talking with these gentlemen, they said
that there was a proposal for a Route 23 bypass. And |l don't
understand why they wouldn't try to do the two in one
because they already have halfthe bypass there and why
wouldn't they use the same bypass for Route 20.

It would make sense to me instead of
disturbing this smalli town. | mean, we are not big enough to
rock any boats but we are small enough to want to maintain
that smallness and not be a thoroughfare for everybody.

Itis getting pretty sickening. It is getting
sickening when you gotto come down and state how you
feel justto have your -- get your voice --

MARILYN STONE: lcan'teventhing thatthey




FORM CSR - LASER REPORTERS PAPER & MFG. CO. B800-626-6313

would even considerit. | just can't think that they would
even considerit. So many homes and families would be
wiped out when they could do the bypass.

DIANA PETERSON: You know, and they say, "Well,
we are only going to take seven feet."

Well, seven feetis alot when itis your front
lawn and the sidewalk is going to be on your front porch. |
mean --

MARILYN STONE: And the traffic is so heavy now.
I mean ifis not going to alleviate the traffic. Itis going to
be more and it is going fo be closerto our houses.

DIANA PETERSON: And our downtown area. |
mean, and schools. We got a highschool on thatroute. |
mean, it doesn't make sense.

MARILYN STONE: No way.

DIANA PETERSON: These men say, "Oh, well, itis a
proposal. You gottolook at all angles.” We gotto do this
and we gotto do that.

Well, they are typical men. Why don't they
look at how if is going to upsetf the residents of the fown, not
just how the proposalis going to affect their building. |
mean, you goftto look at two angles here.

Itis notjust a proposalfor traffic butitis a

proposal thatis going to affect people. Itis going to affect
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people's lives.
MARILYN STONE: Where abypass would --
DIANA PETERSON: A bypass, all you are disrupting
is a liftte bit of farmliand.
And, while we are on the subject, l told them
overthere thelight at 20 and 23 is the same time distance
for both ways. And, if they would adjust thatlight to a
longergo onthe 20, where you are going east and west,
they would get some of that traffic through that light a littie
bit faster and make the one north and south a little bitlonger
in astop. Okay, that is it.
MARILYN STONE: Thank you.
P
JERRY TRICKETT: | am Jerry Trickett,
Superintendent of Marengo Community High School, District
154.
lam objecting to a five-lane highway being
placed on Route 20 forthe following reasons. It will affect
the green space at the high school, which is now
appreciated by the community and admired by the travelers.
It willincrease the safety risk for students
crossing the highway. It will encourage more truck traffic to
enter Marengo due to the addition of five lanes.

The high school learning environment would
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be affected due to the increased noise level from additional
truck traffic. Asthe high school population grows, the need
fo enhance the facifity now becomes more restricted.

The five lanes would affect the rural
atmosphere and conflict with the Planning Commission and
Revitalizafion Commitiee's effort to deterthe loss of the rural
environment. Thank you.

P
DOUGLAS L. SWANSON: Douglas L. Swanson. 408
West Grant Highway, Marengo, lllinois.

| don't think that -- my house is probably the
closest to Route 20. Right now the dishes raftie. { don't
understand why we gotto go anotheriane on each side. |
just think it is pitiful.

The city wants us to keep our houses the
same without changing fhem; and, now, they are turned
around and want to give us five lanes.

| also think it was very poorly pubticized. It
shouid have been on the Northwest Herald front page, notin
the hind section somewhere,

Thatis about alli canreally say. Thank you.

PR
JOSEPH HALZEL: Joseph Halzel. 553 East Grant

Highway.
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What I would like fo see is one more lane on
Route 20 for a middie lane so people can turninto their
driveways and whatever they have fo do. But on 174 is
where | would like the bypass because at 174 you have -- all
you have out thereis alof of farmland, openland, fo come
into Marengo.

Go 176 to 23 and then from 23 you go back
through there a littie bit and you got open acres again and
cutbackto 20. Thereis your bypass. Itis justtoo simple.

Let's make it hard. Let's knock allthe houses
down. | mean, you are going tfo have -- if you put five lanes
inthere, you are going to have my sidewalk right in front of
my house,

My house was builtin 1872 and | just put a
ton of money fo keepitthe wayitis. Andlfeel now that my
investment, if you did this, would be ridiculous. 1 have been
here seventeen years. Thanks.

PAT SHELTON: Paf Shelton. 535 East Grant
Highway. | also have a property at 421 East Grant Highway,
which is my business.

Both of those properties would be adversely
affected by whatis proposed. | think the whole town would

be adversely affected drastically by what is proposed.
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L know that the city and Riley Township have
indicated that they are against the proposal. And, although
they speak for all of us, apparently it isimportant that we get
our point of view, and | would like to voice that.

inthe past IDOT has not listened. The last
time they came to town they just told us what they were
going to do. | hope that this time they would listen to the
citizens of Marengo and do whatisright both now and fong-
range for the city. And this is not it.

Thank you.

P
GREGG ARNOLD: Gregg Arnold. 130 North Ford
Street, Marengo. | am a Planning Commissioner for the City
of Marengo.

I think traffic in downtown Marengois a
problem. | think Route 20 east and west through town needs
to have a centerturnlane, left-turn lane, making a total of
three lanes through Marengo on Route 20.

And | think we need to institute the Coral
Road bypass as it is drawn on our 2015 Plan for the City of
Marengo.

| think that does it.

HOR K KK

SUSAN CROLL: Susan Croll. 19508 West Coral
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Road, Marengo é0152.

Our main concernis that, if Riley Township
and the City of Marengo are proposing a bypass using Coral
Road as a southern bypass for Route 20, that they do a lof of
planning so thatthe road is not that dangerous as it is right
now. Ifis very curved and it is not a flat plane.

They also need to take info consideration
that the homes along West Coral Road are very close to the
road and, if they would have to straighten the road out, they
would need to consideriandmarks that are on the road; like
the old schoolhouse, and make sure that those were
preserved.

RICHARD CROLL: Richard Croll. | agree with my
wife on all of that.

The homes on Coral Road, according to
McHenry County Planning Development, have to be in excess
of 75-foot from the centerline. We have three structures that
are withinthe 75-foot limit that we cannot do anything to.
And there are another nine homes within a mile and half
stretch that are less than 75-foot from that centerline.

So it would be very difficult to have that
widening of the road without disturbing at least seven
families.

The environmental concerns would be that
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we have a 3-foot culvert at the bottom of our property and
another 1é-inch culvert on our property that are lowlands:
and so, as my wife was saying, the wetlands would be
disturbed.

SUSAN CROLL: Theroadway is nof constructed
with a lot of planning.

We just want fo make sure that they know
they got a lot of planning behind this proposal before they
try that.

R R R
KATHI MILLER: Kathi Miller. 546 East Grant
Highway. Irepresent the Florence Nursing Home.

I strongly disapprove of this. Thisis a home
to 49 elderly people and there is noroom now, you know, to
take footage away.

This is their home. They have a little bit of
space to go outside and to take that away from them, it just
-- it gets me. I guess fornow thatis all |l can say.

Safety is so important. As people get older
they wonder and Il worry about somebody getting outside. it
is already close enoughto theroad. You know, families
come there to be safe. And alot ofthem are long-time
town's people, l am sure.

Solsaid my piece.
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J.B. SHULTIS: My nameis J. B. Shultis. 24404
West Grant Highway and 24514 West Grant Highway.

That 24516 is aschoolhouse. Now, that is
what the proposed improvement would wipe out. What a
shame.

And the 24406, that once upon atime was a
stagecoach stop and that wasn't that long ago, maybe only,
probably, 75, 80 years ago the last time.

Solwould hate to see these two things get
lostin the improvement. Maybe a bypass -- maybe if 20
connected with 72 and they went cutthat way and they
couldleave the historic stagecoach  route alone. That would
be fine.

And we believe that five lanes would bring in
alot more traffic and, also, change the historic route. Thank
you very much,

CHELLE SHULTIS: Chelle Shultis. 24406 West Grant
and 245146 West Grant and that totals three houses
altogether,

J. B, SHULTIS: Oh, thatisright, we forgot about
the other house.

CHELLE SHULTIS: We have arental house on our

property, alittle cottage-type house that a nice gal lives in.




FORM CSR - LASER REPCQRTERS PAPER & MFG. CO. B00-626-6213

Her house would be completely wiped out.

24516 wovuld be completely wiped out and it
is an old schoolhouse, which is a historic landmark.

J. B. SHULTIS: Very historic. Lots of kids went
there.

CHELLE SHULTIS: So that would be something that
we wouldn't want to be wiped out.

And | just don't believe the road should go
through because it would bring in more traffic. Itis busy, but
itisn't so busy that we need a five-lane highway, or four-
lane.

J. B. SHULTIS: Tellthemthatthey needthat 23
bypass and that we think that 20 should go on the other side
of the toil road and turn into 72 and go ovut that way: That
would be great.

CHELLE SHULTIS: Asfar asimprovements, [ don't
know what wovuld -- a bypass around Marengo would be a
goodideabut which bypass, | don't know.

J. B. SHULTIS: 23 would be good.

CHELLE SHULTIS: But not past our house.

J. B. SHULTIS: And not past anybody else’s.

CHELLE SHULTIS: They are also proposing, if they
put in something like this, we will only be able to make a

right-hand turnin and aright-turn out of our driveway.
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And |l can'timagine living on aroad that we
have to constantly go down to some otherroad, turn around
and come back, orfo pullin from coming the other direction
and have to go down somewhere else and furn around. That
is absolutely ridiculous.

J.B. SHULTIS: And we believe that this should be

one strip of highway and one area that doesn't get changed.

We are going to have afrontage road behind our house if
they do this and then we won't be there. Then it will look just
like every othertown. It will be just like everywhere eise.

If this five-lane highway was to go through,
they most likely have to put a frontage road in, which would
wipe all of the houses on that route.

CHELLE SHULTIS: | just don't want something like
this.

J.B. SHULTIS: Ifafive-lane highway wasto goin,
it would bring alot more traffic and then they would have to
put a frontageroadin onthe north side, which would take
away all the farming that is done in between the railroad
tracks and Route 20.

And then that would take out all the homes
on that west side from the town all the way ocut because they
would need the frontage road.

Thatis all. Thank you very much,
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LYNNE SENSOR: Lynne Sensor., 24212 West Grant
Highway, Route 20.
| do not want to see this five-lane highway
go through, orathree-lane even, because we have traffic
now and to put afive orthree-lane highway, or whatever
they are going to do, would bring more traffic besides taking

away our land.

And |l don't wantto be that close to the road.

Thatis why we moved to Marengo.

| would like to see another bypass
somewhere else, | don't know where, maybe on Route 23;
but not Route 20. After you are on this five-lane highway,
and going west, it bottlenecks into atwo-lane in Boone
Countyright away again. [ don't see where it is going to be
an improvement,

We don't need this. I don't see -- there s
nothing out there that needs a five-lane highway. We just
don't want it.

P
JEFFREY A. SEBERT: Jeffrey A. Sebert and Il live at
19812 West Coral Road, Marengo.
My only expression towards thisis that | feel

that we need toreally look hard at ourland usage in the
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State of lllinois. | find it disgraceful that tllinois lags behind
the rest of the country in public land usage and having open
space.

And with the development and the
development that has encroached into our farmlands, where
are we going to say enough is enough? Where are we going
to say that the quality of life is still there?

And | would like to see the public take a
position that there is more value in open land than plotting
and developing each little square inch of this land and
leaving nothing -- nothing for our children and grandchildren
to enjoy.

Thatis alll have to say.

T
BARBARA BIGALKE: My name is Barbara Bigalke.
213 North Taylor Street, Marengo, lilinois.

lamthe Chairman of the Historic
Preservation Committee forthe City of Marengo. We are in
the process of making our downtown into a historic
preservation district.

Ovurresolution has already passed but has
not been passed by the City Counsel yet, but it will be
probably brought up af the January or February meeting.

| am going to be sending a letter from our
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commission affer we meet on December 8th with our findings
for you. Thank you very much.
ook ok
ROSALIE MIKOSZ: Rosalie Mikosz. 19411 West
Coral Road.

My comment is thatl am opposed to this
bypass that keeps coming up, the Marengo bypass on Coral
Road. | justthink thatitis a dangerousroad and it is
already too -- you know, the speed limitis too fast and there
are so many curves and that it would be, you know, just
dangerous to have more traffic coming. Itis aiready too
busy and thatis really all.

It is just, you know, really -- like more trucks
are coming like dump trucks. And, you know, when it snows,
itis bad. We areonacurve. | mean at least a couple times
a month there are cars in the ditch upside down right in front
of my house. And itis terrible.

My kids will be outthere and there will be a
car flying right into the front yard. And! can justimagine,
if they allowed more traffic, what would happen. You know,
it just --

Iread the headline in the paper on Friday, in
the Herald, and they said that they cgréed on this bypass

and thatis why |l am here because | said, "What is going on?"
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because |l haven't heard anything about it.
They talk about it all the time on and off but
| haven't heard anything lately; so, when I read thatin the

paper, | was worried aboutit. Sol amtotally opposed.

* ok K Kk K

JOHN JAMES STONE: John James Stone. 651 West
Grant Highway, Marengo, [llinois.

My comment would be that | would be totally
against the widening of 20. | would be more interested in a
bypass. If the community is going to grow, and it seems to
be doing that without the subdivision we didn't supposedly
get, we still have a lot of building.

And | think they should accommodate more
right now with some type of a bypass instead of cutting right
through the middle of town.

It seems like every four or five years they
redo 20. They rewiden it;, they redo something to it, you
know. So Il wouldthink they should do it once and for all,
seeing thatthe town is growing so, to made a nice wide
bypass around it. Thank you.

T
LAUREL MANNING-GLAZER: Laurel Manning-
Glazer. 118 West Washington Street, Marengo, lllinois 60152,

Justinshort,l am opposed to the Route 20
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widening. [ think it would hurf the quality of life in the town
and the quality of life of the people in if.

For the safety of everyone, notto mention
assets but for their personal safefy, it would be much better
to have afive-lane highway bypass.

There are many peoplieintown that are not
wealthy and all they own is their homes. Thatis all they
have.

| am totally against it. | would rather see

them do a bypass. Thank you very much.

o e e K K

(WHICH were all of the comments
made at the above-captioned

public hearing.)
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS.
COUNTY OF DU PAGE )

I, JOAN M. KENNY, C.5.R., a Notary Public in
and for the County of DuPage, State of lllinois, do hereby
certify that between the hours of 2:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M., on
Tuesday, the 23rd day of November, A.D. 1999, at the
Marengo City Hall, 132 East Prairie, Marengo, lllinois, |
reported in shorthand the comments made at the public
hearing of the above-entitied matter; and that the foregoing
is atrue, correct and complete transcript of my shorthand
notes so taken as aforesaid.

INTESTIMONY WHEREOF [ have hereunto set
my hand and affixed my notarial seal the 10th day of

December, A.D. 1999.
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OFFICIAL SEAL &
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NCTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF ILLINOIS
MY COMMISSEON EXPIRES: 12/09/01
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