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http://www.dot.il.gov/bikemap/bikehome.html

 Welcome to Northeast Central Illinois
This map is one of nine bicycle maps for the State of Illinois. It covers a 
region from Pontiac north to DeKalb-Sycamore and from the Illinois River 
east to the Indiana border. Counties covered are Bureau, DeKalb, Grundy, 
Ford, Iroquois, Kankakee, Kendall, LaSalle, Livingston, and portions of 
adjacent counties. We hope you will find it helpful in planning your bicycle 
trip in this region. And while you are cycling, we invite you to stop and take 
in many of the scenic and historic wonders of this region.

Enjoy your trip in our beautiful state!

 The I & M Canal
History
The Illinois and Michigan Canal (I & M) was built as a waterway  
connection between Chicago and the Illinois River. Construction stated in 
1836 and continued for 12 years until 1848. The canal streched for over 100 
miles. During the first years of operation, the canal was important in helping 
open up commerce to the then wilderness area of northern Illinois and 
spurring the growth of Chicago; however, not long after the canal opened 
railroads soon took the place of the canal for moving goods and people. But 
the canal still lives on as an outdoor museum of the history of commerce, 
transportation, and the lives of Illinois’ early pioneers.

To help preserve this legacy, local groups worked with the National Park 
Service to form the nation’s first National Heritage Corridor:  the I & M 
Canal. The corridor stretches from downtown Chicago to Peru, with 
southeastern branch preserving the Calumet Sag Channel. Many important 
structures are preserved, with many more funded for repairs and 
rehablitation, primarily through transportation enhancement funds 
administered by the Illinois Department of Transportation.

Historic Sites
Sites are listed below in order from northeast to southwest.

Gaylord Building (Mile 28) Location: Lockport
Historic Canal warehouse in Lockport, now restored and housing a visitors 
center, a gallery, and a restaurant.

Locktender’s House (Mile 45) Location: Channahon
The only remaining of its kind on the I & M Canal, this building is now 
used as a home for the T & M Canal State Trail Park Ranger.

Dresden Village Site (Mile 50) Location: Three miles east of Aux Sable 
Aqueduct off Cemetery Road. 
Only the mule barn, former tavern, and cemetery stand as silent evidence of 
this ghost town’s past existence.

Aux Sable Aqueduct (Mile 53) Location: Approximately halfway between 
Morris and Channahon near Tabler Rd.
Built to carry the canal over the Aux Sable Creek, this restored aqueduct is 
nestled in a tranquil grove away from the road.

Nettle Creek Aqueduct (Mile 59) Location: Morris

Seneca Grain Elevator (Mile 69) Location: Seneca near the Grundy-LaSalle 
County line

Fox River Aquaduct (Mile 81) Location: East side of Ottawa over the Fox 
River 
This aquaduct is being restored to its former apperance by the Department 
of Natural Resources.

Toll House (Mile 81) Location: Downtown Ottawa
Original frame structure where tolls were collected during the canal’s 
heyday.

Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) Shelter (Mile 82) Location: Ottawa
A reminder of the Depression era of the 1930’s when the CCC created jobs 
for the unemployed by building many public projects.

Old Sulphur Springs Hotel (Halfway House) (Mile 88) Location: Just west 
of Buffalo Rock State Park off Dee Bennet Road
This historic structurre, a landmark on the I & M Canal, is scheduled for 
restoration.

LaSalle County Historical Society Museum (Mile 91) Location: Downtown 
Utica
The restored structure dates back to the canal days and contains a number of 
pioneer-era artifacts from LaSalle County’s early days.

Split Rock (Mile 93) Location: Half way between Utica and LaSalle 
An old railroad tunnel through a rock escarpment adjacent to the canal.

Little Vermillion Aqueduct (Mile 95) Location: East of LaSalle

Lock#14 (Mile 96) Location: LaSalle   
One of the best preserved locks on the canal, near its west terminus.  

Important Addresses and Phone Numbers
Emergencies - Dial 911 

 Amtrak
1-800-USA-RAIL.  www.amtrak.com

 Bicycle Clubs, Literature, and Advocacy Groups
National Center for Bicycling & Walking (NCBW), 1612 K Street, NW, Suite 
802, Washington, DC  20036,  202-223-3621. The National Center for Bicycling 
& Walking (NCBW) is the major program of the Bicycle Federation of America, 
Inc. (BFA).  The aim of the NCBW's program is to change the way communities 
are planned, designed and managed to ensure that people of all ages and abilities 
can walk and bike easily, safely and regularly.  www.bikewalk.org/index.php

Active Transportation Alliance,  W. Hubbard St., Ste. 402, Chicago, IL  
60654-6545, 312-427-3325. The mission of Active Transportation Alliance is to 
make bicycling, walking and public transit so safe, convenient and fun that we 
will achieve a significant shift from environmentally harmful, sedentary travel to 
clean, active travel.  www.activetrans.org/

Trails for Illinois, 1639 Burr Oak Rd., Homewood, IL 60430, 708-365-9365. 
trailsforillinois.org 

League of Illinois Bicyclists, 2550 Cheshire Dr., Aurora, IL  60504, 
630-978-0583. This umbrella organization provides addresses and contacts for 
its member bicycle clubs throughout Illinois. http://www.bikelib.org

 Bus Service
Greyhound, 800-231-2222.  www.greyhound.com/

 Campgrounds, Public
Office of Public Services, One Natural Resource Way, Springfield,
IL 62702-1271, 217-782-6302  www.dnr.illinois.gov  e-mail: 
dnr.parksadmin@illinois.gov

 Department of Natural Resources (State Parks and   
 Recreation Areas)
Office of Public Services, One Natural Resource Way, 
Springfield, IL 62702-1271, 217-782-7454.  www.dnr.illinois.gov

 Hiking Opportunities
Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Office of Public Services, One Natural 
Resource Way, Springfield, IL 62702-1271, 217-782-6302.
www.dnr.illinois.gov  

 Historic Agencies/Organizations
Preservation Services, 1 Old State Capital Plaza, Springfield, IL 62701-1507, 
(217) 782-4836.  www.illinoishistory.gov/

 Road Conditions (Winter) Road Construction
 (Spring/Summer/Fall) 
1-800-452-4368.  wrc.gettingaroundillinois.com/winterroadconditions/

 Secretary of State (Bicycle education/safety)
Illinois Secretary of State, Driver Services Department, 
Traffic Safety Division, 2701 S. Dirksen Pkwy., 
Springfield, IL  62723, 217-782-6212.  
www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/traffic_safety/bikepedsafety.html

 State Agencies
Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Office of Public Services,
One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL  62702-1271, 217-782-6302.  
www.dnr.illinois.gov

Illinois Department of Transportation, 2300 S. Dirksen Pkwy., 
Springfield, IL  62764, 217-782-7820.  www.dot.state.il.us/

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, 1 Old State Capital Plaza, Springfield, IL 
62701-1507, (217) 782-4836.  www.illinoishistory.gov/

Illinois State Police, 801 South Seventh Street, (Indicate Division or Office),
801 S. Seventh St., (Indicate Suite Number),  Springfield, IL 62794-9461.
www.isp.state.il.us/  e-mail: askisp@isp.state.il.us

IIllinois Secretary of State, Driver Services Department, 
Traffic Safety Division, 2701 S. Dirksen Pkwy., 
Springfield, IL  62723, 217-782-6212.  
www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/traffic_safety/bikepedsafety.html 

 State Police
District 2-(DeKalb, Dupage, Kane, Lake, McHenry Counties) 777 S. State St.  
Elgin, Illinois  60123, 847-931-2405.

District 5-(Grundy, Kendall, Will Counties) 16648 S. Broadway,
Lockport. IL 60441, 815-726-6377.

District 6 -(DeWitt, Livingston, McLean Counties) 800 Old Airport Rd. Pontiac, 
IL 61764, 815-844-1500.

District 8 -(Marshall, Peoria, Stark, Tazewell, Woodford Counties)
1265 Lourdes Rd., Metamora, IL 61548, 309-383-2133.

District 17-(Bureau, La Salle, Putnam Counties) 2971 E. 350th Rd.,
LaSalle, IL 61301, 815-224-1171.

District 21-(Ford, Iroquois, Kankakee Counties) P.O. Box 147 
Ashkum, IL 60911, 815-698-2395.

 Tourism Bureaus
Illinois Tourism Bureau, 1-800-2CONNECT, www.enjoyillinois.com             

General information, highway maps, and trip planning assistance. 
www.enjoyillinois.com

Central Illinois Tourism Council, 700 East Adams, 
Springfield, IL 62701, 217-525-7980.  www.visitcentralillinois.com
e-mail: webinfo@visitcentralillinois.com

DeKalb Chamber of Commerce, 164 E. Lincoln Hwy.,
DeKalb, IL 60115, 815-756-6306.  www.dekalb.org/ 
e-mail:  chamber@dekalb.org

Heritage Corridor Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
15701 Independence Blvd., Romeoville, IL 60446, 800-926-CANAL.
www.heritagecorridorcvb.com  email: info@heritagecorridorcvb.com

Kankakee County Convention and Visitors Bureau, 1 Dearborn Square,
Ste. 1,  Kankakee, IL 60901,  800-74-RIVER.  
www.visitkankakeecounty.com

Ottawa Visitors Center, 100 W. Lafayette St., Ottawa, IL 61350, 
888-OTTAWA-4.  www.experienceottawa.com,
e-mail: tourism@experienceottawa.com

Pontiac Area Chamber of Commerce, 210 N. Plum St., P.O. Box 534, 
Pontiac, IL 61764, 815-844-5131. www.pontiacchamber.org
e-mail: clambert@pontiacchamber.org  


