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SECTION I - OPEN HOUSE SUMMARY 
 
On Thursday, January 29, 2009, the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) hosted a Public 
Informational Open House meeting at the United Methodist Church, 200 Lincolnway in Morrison, Illinois 
from 1:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.   
 
The purpose of the meeting was to garner public input on proposed transportation improvements for U.S. 
30 from IL 136 east of Fulton to IL 40 in Rock Falls as part of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
and Phase I Design Report.   Attendees were informed of the study’s environmental and engineering 
findings.  In addition, every participant had the opportunity to comment on the corridors developed by the 
Community Advisory Group (CAG), as well as, the corridors recommended for further study by the 
Project Study Group (PSG).  
 
The open house meeting format allowed the public an opportunity to view the information at their leisure 
and talk one-on-one with IDOT staff and members of the consultant team about their interest and issues 
related to the project.    
 
Each participant had an opportunity to record their comments or provide comments in writing either at the 
meeting or by mail to the IDOT District office.   
 
This report summarizes the comments received from the public and corresponding responses pertaining to 
the U.S. 30 project.  In addition, the report highlights the attendance profile, outreach efforts, and 
information presented at the Public Informational Open House.   
 
SECTION II - ATTENDANCE PROFILES  
 
There were 237 people who attended the open house.  Tables 2.1 and 2.10 show the profiles and city 
representation of those individuals who attended the open house.  In addition , Tables 2.2 through 2.9 
show the breakdown of the attendees by classification, such as agency partners, elected officials, farmers, 
homeowners, media, special interest groups, and the chamber of commerce.  Data was collected from the 
sign-in sheet and public comment forms.   A copy of the sign-in sheet can be found in Appendix E. 
 

Table 2.1:  Attendance Profiles - 237 - Total 
 
Agency Partners (7) Business Community (1) 
Elected Officials (6) Homeowners/Farmland (21) 
Media (6) Homeowners/Residential (178) 
Special Interest Groups (3) Outside of Immediate Area (13) 
Chamber of Commerce/ Economic Dev. (2)  
 

Table 2.2: Attendance Profiles By Classification - Agency Partners - Total 7 

Federal Highway Administration (1) Union Grove Township Highway Commissioner 
(1) 

Lyndon Township (1) Union Grove Township (1) 
Highway Commissioner of Hopkins Township 
Road District (1) 

Mt. Pleasant Township (1) 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (1)  
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 Table 2.3:  Elected Officials – Total 6 
City of Morrison (2) City Of Rock Falls (3) 
Union Grove Township (1)  
   

Table 2.4:  Media – Total 6 
The City News Magazine (2) Whiteside News Sentinel (1) 
Sauk Valley News (2) Clinton Herald (1) 
 

Table 2.5:  Special Interest Groups – Total 3 
U.S. 30 Coalition (2)  Iowa - Illinois Highway Partnership (1) 
 

Table 2.6:  Chamber Of Commerce/Economic Development – Total 2 
Morrison Area Development Corp. (1) Rock Falls Chamber of Commerce (1) 
 

Table 2.7:  Business Community – Total 1 
Dairy Queen (1) 
 

Table 2.8:  Homeowners/Residential And Farmland –Total 199 
Homeowners/Residential (178)  Homeowners/Farmland (21)  
 

Table 2.9:  Outside of Immediate Area – 13 
Clinton, Iowa (3) Cordova, Illinois (1) 
Davenport, Iowa (1) Galesburg, Illinois (2) 
Lyndon, Illinois (2) Northbrook, Illinois (1) 
Port Byron, Illinois (1) Prophetstown, Illinois (2) 
 

Table 2.10:  City Representation According To The Sign-In Sheets 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cordova    1/237 0.42% 
Fulton    10/237 4.22% 
Galesburg 2/237 0.84% 
Lyndon  3/237 1.30% 
Morrison 186/237 78.50% 
Northbrook   1/237 0.42% 
Port Byron     1/237 0.42% 
Prophetstown      2/237 0.84% 
Rock Falls   15/237 6.30% 
Springfield      1/237 0.42% 
Sterling 6/237 2.50% 
Clinton, Iowa    4/237 1.70% 
Davenport, Iowa     1/237 0.42% 
Did Not State 4/237 1.70% 
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SECTION III - MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OUTREACH EFFORTS    
 
The following were outreach efforts utilized to inform the community of the Public Informational Open 
House:  
 
1) Publishing Legal Notices in the local papers including: The Argus, Moline Dispatch, Fulton Journal, 

Morrison Sentinel, Morrison Post, Prophetstown Echo, Whiteside News Sentinel, Clinton Herald, and 
the Sauk Valley Newspapers.   See Appendix A to view the Legal Notices and Press Announcement.  

2) Mass mailings to approximately 500 stakeholders, including media and elected officials.  
3) Placing a notice in the U.S. 30 Community Connection Newsletter. 
4) Placing a notice on the U.S. 30 project website.   
 
All of the notices provided the meeting purpose, date, time, location, and contact information for special 
need requests. 
 
Elected Official/Media Outreach Efforts 
 
IDOT notified elected officials and media about the open house.  Each received a copy of the meeting 
notice that included IDOT contact information.  In addition, media and elected officials received briefing 
kits at the open house.  Each briefing kit contained a copy of the exhibits, handouts, maps and a contact 
list with the names of staff members to call for comments and/or questions.  
 
SECTION IV - MEETING FORMAT 
 
An open house format was used to present information to the public.  There were a total of seven stations 
staffed with an IDOT representative and/or someone from the consultant team.   Each station provided 
information that was developed to inform the public of the process and project findings.   
 
The Welcome Station was designed to greet all attendees and explain the meeting process. Attendees 
were instructed to sign-in, given a welcome brochure that explained the purpose of the open house, and a 
comment form to complete for the project record. See Appendix B and C for examples of the documents 
presented at the Welcome Station.   
 
The next five stations exhibited a map with the 16 corridors developed by the PSG and the CAG, an 
environmental map that highlighted environmental resources and issues, a map that showed focus areas 
for alignment studies, as well as, exhibits that explained the project timeline and next steps.  The display 
boards and maps presented at the open house are shown in Appendix D. 
 
A seventh station was set up for the public to fill out a comment form to submit their feedback to the 
PSG.  Study team members were available to provide additional information and address any questions.  
See Appendix F. 
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Highlighted below is the layout of each station in the order information was presented to the public: 
 

 
Station Layout 

 Station #1 - Welcome and Sign-in 
 Station #2 - U.S. 30 Environmental Impact Statement 16 CAG Corridors 
 Station #3 - U.S. 30 Environmental Impact Statement Focus Corridors 
 Station #4 - U.S. 30 Environmental Issues Map 
 Station #5 - U.S. 30 Project Timeline  
 Station #6 - U.S. 30 Project Next Steps   
 Station #7 - Public Comments   

 
SECTION V - COMMENT SUMMARY 
 
After reviewing the exhibit information, attendees were given an opportunity to submit their comments by 
completing a public comment form or presenting their comments to staff.  Attendees were also given the 
opportunity to correspond via email, postal mail, or by contacting the project hotline (1-866-ROUTE30) 
within ten days of the Public Informational Open House meeting, January 29, 2009.  
 
In total, 63 comment forms were collected. 
 
The following information was requested on the comment form:   
 
 Respondent Profile.  Whether the attendee is a homeowner, business owner, farmland owner, had 

a special interest, or a combination of any of these categories. 
 Potential cultural or community impacts that may be associated with the corridors identified. 
 Comments/Issues/Questions regarding the corridors developed by the PSG and the CAG. 
 Knowledge and understanding of the corridor evaluation process. 
 Interest in being included on the Stakeholder List. 
 Respondent’s opinions on whether IDOT is coordinating and/or communicating effectively with 

the public. 
 
Tables 5.1 and 5.2 highlight the manner in which comments were received and the City’s representation.   
 

Table 5.1: Record Of Comments Received 
 
MANNER OF COMMENTS RECEIVED NUMBER 
Mail-In Comments from Meeting Attendees 14 
Web Email Comments 1 
Comment Forms Received at the Public 
Informational Open House 

22 

IDOT Comment Forms Collected by Staff 23 
Comments from Non-Attendees 3 
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 Table 5.2: City Representation According To The Comment Forms 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SECTION VI - SUMMARY OF RESPONSES 
 
Assigning each response a percentage allowed the study team to gain a better understanding of the needs 
and interests of the stakeholders.  The following tables provide details of the Public Informational Open 
House attendance profiles, and the breakdown of the six questions on the comment forms. 
 
Stakeholder Profiles 
 
The public comment form was made available to attendees at the meeting.  Information solicited with that 
form included whether the respondent considered themselves a homeowner, business owner, farmland 
owner, a special interest group or a combination of those types.  A summary of the 63 responses by 
stakeholder types is shown in Table 6.1. 
 

Table 6.1:  Stakeholder Types 
 
Homeowner  18/63 28.57%  Homeowner/Business 

Owner/Farmland 
Owner/Special Interest 

1/63 1.59% 

Not Applicable 18/63 28.57%  Homeowner/Farmland 
Owner/Special Interest   

1/63 1.59% 

Homeowner/Farmland Owner   14/63 22.23%  
 

Farmland Owner    4/63 6.35%  

Homeowner/Business Owner   3/63 4.76%  
 

Homeowner/Farmland 
Owner/Business Owner  

2/63 3.17%  

Special Interest    2/63 3.17%  

  
 
 
 
 
 

Morrison  49/63 77.78% 
Not Applicable  7/63 11.11% 
Sterling  3/63 4.76% 
Lyndon  2/63 3.17% 
Fulton  1/63 1.59% 
Galesburg  1/63 1.59% 
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SECTION VII - SUMMARY OF QUESTIONS FROM COMMENT FORM 
 
Highlighted in this section are questions asked at the meeting and a summary of the respondent’s 
comments.  Copies of the actual comments are provided in Appendix F. 
 
Question I:  Potential Cultural and Community Impacts 
 
Respondents were asked to identify any potential cultural and community impacts. Listed below are a 
summary of responses: 
 

• Impacts to farmland and businesses 
• Business along the right-of-way could be impacted (gas stations and restaurants) 
• Residential communities could be impacted and/or displaced 
• Could cause traffic congestion 
• Concern about Centennial Farm (a historic landmark) 
• Could have an impact to the bike path from Morrison to Rockwood State Park 
• Farmers might be impacted because of limited access to the roadway/highway (need access to 

operate machinery)  
• Entrance and exits - Access points to the roadway or local business  
• Impact to commuters travel pattern around town 
• Major impact to the economic vitality in town  

 
Question II:  Community Impacts on the Corridors 
 
Respondents were asked to provide feedback on the corridors presented.  Of the 63 responses there were 
three comments expressed; what will be the impacts to Farmland and the Environment in the area, support 
for a Southern Corridor, and opposition for a Northern Corridor.  Table 7.1 highlights the percentages of 
the top three comments. 
 

Table 7.1:  Summary Of Potential Cultural And Community Impacts 
 
Concern Regarding Farmland/Environmental Concern 22.23% 
Prefer South Corridor 12.7% 
Northern Corridor Not a Good Option 7.94% 

 
Question III:  Corridor Evaluation Process 
 
Respondents were asked if they understood the evaluation process created by the PSG.  Table 7.2, Part 1 
and Part 2, highlight the outcome of those who stated if they understood the evaluation process and would 
like to receive information on the process. 
 

Table 7.2:    Respondents’ Response To Understanding The Corridor Evaluation Process  
 
Question III Part 1:  Do you understand the evaluation process? 

   
Yes, understood the 
evaluation process 

22/63 34.92%  Did not answer the 
Question  

7/63 11.11% 

No, did not understand the 
evaluation process  

8/63 12.70%  Not Applicable 26/63 41.27% 
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Question III Part 2:  If not, would you like to receive additional information? 
 
Yes, would like to receive 
additional information on 
the evaluation process 

11/63 17.46%  Did not answer the 
question  

25/63 39.68% 

No, is not interested in 
receiving additional 
information on the 
evaluation process  

1/63 1.59%  Not applicable  26/63 41.27% 

 
Question IV:  Effective Communication By IDOT 
 
Respondents were asked to comment on IDOT’s efforts to effectively communicate with the public.  
Table 7.3 shows the percentage breakdown of how the attendees view IDOT’s communication efforts.  
See Appendix F for comments/suggestions provided on the comment form. 
 

Table 7.3:  Effective Communication  
 

   
Yes, effective   22/63 34.92%  No, not effective  7/63 11.11% 
Did Not Answer 8/63 12.70%  Not Applicable 26/63 41.27% 

 
Question V:  Stakeholder Interests  
 
In an effort to keep all stakeholders informed of meeting announcements and project updates, respondents 
were asked if they desired to be placed on the Stakeholders list.  Sixteen of the 63 respondents requested 
to be added to the stakeholder mailing list.  Table 7.4 provides a breakdown of the responses.  
 

Table 7.4:  Stakeholder Group Interests  
 

Yes 16/63 25.40%  
No 2/63 3.17%  
Did not answer 19/63 30.16%  
Not Applicable 26/63 41.27%  
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PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL OPEN HOUSE 

FOR  
U.S. Route 30 Environmental Impact Statement  

and  
Phase I Design Report  

 
Thursday, January 29, 2009 
United Methodist Church  

200 Lincolnway, Morrison, Illinois 61270 
(815) 772-4030  

 
Meeting hours are from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.   

 
Meeting Purpose 

 
To update the Community, in an open meeting format, on the U.S. 30 project’s progress 
to date; providing the project’s Purpose and Need, Environmental Constraints, and Next 
Steps; and gathering input from the public on proposed corridors developed by both the 

U.S. 30 Project Study Group (PSG) and the U.S. 30 Community Advisory Group (CAG) 
which have been recommended for further screening. 

 
For more information regarding the Public Informational meeting, please call  

1-866-Route 30 or (1-866-768-8330) 
 

The facility is handicap accessible. However for special accommodations such as a 
sign language interpreter or escort, please notify the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT) at least 5 days prior to meeting.  Address written request for 
special accommodations to Mr. Jay Howell, Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT), 819 Depot Avenue, Dixon, IL 61021 or contact Mr. Howell by telephone at 
(815) 284-2271, (815/284-1667 Transmission for the Deaf). 
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WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
 
Welcome to the US 30 Public Informational Open House.  This is an opportunity for you 
to express your comments on the proposed transportation improvements for US 30 from 
IL 136 east of Fulton to IL 40 in Rock Falls.    
 
The goal of this meeting is to update you on the US 30 project progress.  Information 
presented today includes environmental constraints, corridors proposed for further study 
and the next steps in the study.    
 
PROJECT PURPOSE AND STUDY OBJECTIVES 
 
A US 30 Corridor Feasibility Study was completed in 2006 that evaluated the feasibility of 
an improved transportation system from just east of Fulton to west of Rock Falls.  The 
Feasibility Study concluded that transportation improvements are necessary to meet the 
growth and travel demands projected within this area.   
 
As a result of continued project support from the public, special interest groups, federal, 
state and local leaders, as well as regional chambers of commerce and economic 
development agencies, federal funds were secured to begin this step – preparation of an 
Environmental Impact Statement and Phase I Design Report.   
 
The National Environmental Policy Act requires federal agencies to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for all major federal actions which may have a 
significant impact on the environment.  The EIS explores feasible alternatives to a 
proposed action and the likely environmental consequences of those actions.  This 
phase of the US 30 project includes an in-depth inventory of environmental resources 
within the project area including human and natural resources.  As alternatives are 
developed to meet the identified transportation needs, potential adverse impacts to those 
resources and measures to avoid or minimize those impacts will be assessed.  
 
All participants at this meeting are encouraged to provide us with written comments 
about the project.  You may do so by completing a public comment form and either 
handing it to us today or by mailing your comments back to us no later than 
February 13, 2009.  An address is provided on the back side of the public comment 
form.    
  
PROJECT PROCESS OVERVIEW 
 
We are currently in Phase I of the US 30 project.  The process and recommendations 
developed in this phase will be documented in an Environmental Impact Statement and 
Design Report.  This will include identification of a preferred alignment.  The Context 
Sensitive Solution (CSS) process is being utilized during this phase to elicit public input 
and thoroughly investigate impacts of proposed transportation system improvements.  
Completion of Phase I will make it possible for Phase II, Final Design, to be 
accomplished.  Phase II involves the preparation of final plans and other documents that 
are necessary for the construction of the proposed facility.  In order for the design and 
construction phases of the project to take place, it will first be necessary to secure 
funding.  Currently, funding has not been identified for these latter phases of the project. 
 
 
 
 

PROJECT STATUS 
 

Several major milestones for the US 30 project have been met.  These milestones were 
accomplished through a coordinated effort with the Community Advisory Group (CAG) and 
the Project Study Group (PSG).  These groups first identified problems and key issues 
associated with the project study area.  From the issues that were identified, their next step 
was to develop the following Problem Statement: The problem with US 30 in Whiteside 
County from Fulton to Rock Falls is increasing traffic volume and congestion which 
overloads the area-wide traffic system, compromises safety, mobility and reduces 
the quality of life for adjacent communities.  There is a need for improved economic 
development and accessibility to the region while preserving agriculture and 
environmentally significant areas.  After gaining consensus on the Problem Statement 
by the CAG, the PSG was positioned to move forward with drafting the Purpose and Need 
Statement.  The Purpose and Need Statement is a federally required document that drives 
the Environmental Impact Statement. It essentially provides the basis for evaluating 
alternatives and ultimately selection of the preferred alternative.  The Purpose and Need 
Statement has recently been approved by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
with concurrence received from State and Federal regulatory and resource agencies.  Last 
but not least, the CAG and the PSG have worked to identify and evaluate potential 
corridors that will be studied further using environmental and engineering criteria.   

 
To view the approved Purpose and Need Statement along with the project library that 
contains a variety of documents such as environmental reports and meeting minutes, 
please visit the project website at www.dot.il.gov/us30/index1.html.  

 
STAKEHOLDER AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT  

 
We want to hear from you!  There will be numerous opportunities for you to GET 
INVOLVED throughout the entire planning and design process.  IDOT has incorporated an 
intensive community engagement approach through the Context Sensitive Solution (CSS) 
process. Please contact IDOT or visit the project website to find out the best way for you to 
get involved. 

 
CONTACTING US 

 
We want to hear your views and concerns.  We also want to be sure you have the 
information you need to know what is being considered with this project.  Here is how you 
can reach us: 

o The project HOTLINE at 1-866-Route 30 (1-866-768-8330)  
o Maps, drawings and other pertinent information about the project are available on the 

project web site www.dot.il.gov/us30/index1.html or at the District 2 Office located at 819 
Depot Avenue, Dixon, Illinois, 61021. 

o Further questions may be addressed to: 
 

Ross Monk   IDOT – Program Development Engineer   815-284-5307 
Jay Howell  IDOT – Studies and Plans Engineer    815-284-5351 
Rebecca Marruffo IDOT – Studies and Plans Project Engineer   815-284-5902 
Dawn Perkins IDOT – Studies and Plans Liaison Engineer   815-284-5948 

       Shelia Hudson Hudson and Associates               1-866-768-8330 
 

Thank you for your continued interest in this project! 



         PUBLIC COMMENT FORM 
 

 US Route 30 Environmental Impact Statement  
          and Phase I Design Report 
    Public Informational Open House 
         United Methodist Church,  
       Thursday, January 29, 2009 

 
 

Comment Form  
 

PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION 
 

        Name: __________________________________________________ 
 
        Address: _______________________________________________ 
 
        City: ___________________State:________ Zip Code: __________ 
 
        Telephone Number:  (       ) _________________________ 
 
        Email: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
        Check one or more if applicable: 
 
              __ Homeowner    ___ Farm Land Owner 
 
              __ Business Owner   ___ Special Interest 
 
 

1. Please list any potential cultural or community impacts you think       
might be associated with the corridors identified. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
2. What are your comments about the corridors? (please refer to them by 

number) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Do you understand the evaluation process?  (Circle)      Yes  No  
If not, would you like to receive additional information?  (Circle)     Yes   No  
 

 
4. Do you feel IDOT is communicating with the public effectively?                    

(Circle)  Yes   No      If no, please explain and/or provide suggestions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Would you like to be included in the list of Stakeholders?  (Circle)  Yes   No 

 
  
6. Would you like to be informed of future meetings?  (Circle)   Yes    No   

If “Yes”, please provide the following information (if different from above): 
 

Name: 
 

Address: 
 
 
 

Telephone No: 
 

Email Address:      ________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Please return this questionnaire by mail to: 
 
  Mr. George Ryan 
  Deputy Director, Region 2 Engineer 
  Illinois Department of Transportation 
  819 Depot Ave. 
  Dixon, IL  61021-3500 
   
  Attn. Ms Dawn Perkins, Project Liaison Engineer 

 
 

ALL comments MUST be received within 10 days of this meeting in 
order to provide timely consideration.   

 
Your comments are greatly appreciated! 
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Project TimelineProject Timeline

First Public
Informational Open House

June 2007

Corridor
Study

PHASE I
Preliminary Design and

Environmental Study
(Estimated Completion time 60 Months)

PHASE II
Final Design and

Construction Bid Documents
Not – yet funded

1

Second Public
Informational Open House

January 2009 PHASE III
Construction

Not – yet funded

- Study Area reduced to Select Corridors

- Study Focus Corridors Selected
- Alternative Alignments Developed

- Environmental & Design Report Complete

PHASE IV
Maintenance

Upon Project Completion

1
2

2 4

3
4

5

5

Open House
Public Hearing

Mid 2010

- Preferred Alignment Selected

Third Public
Informational Open House

Late 2009

3

6

- Environmental & Design Report Initiated

6

Community Advisory Group Participation



Project Initiation June 2007 
Public Informational 

Open House
July 2007

Develop & Analyze Corridors

CSS Process & Data Collection

Public Informational 
Open House

January 2009

Define Purpose & Need

Identify Alternative 
for Detailed Study

Further Evaluate Using 
Detailed Data & Public Input

Identify Corridors to Focus 
Detailed Study

Draft EIS to FHWA
& Other AgenciesPublic Hearing  - Fall 2010Identify Selected Alternative     

Spring 2011

Final EIS & Design Report 
Submitted & Approved                          

Fall 2011

Record of Decision               
Spring 2012

Next StepsNext Steps



PLEASEPLEASE GIVE US GIVE US 
YOUR COMMENTSYOUR COMMENTS

Thank You!Thank You!
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