lllinois Department of Transportation

Memorandum

To: Files

From: Jason Stringer

Subject: IL 2 Public Information Open House
Date: March 29, 2011

FAP Route 734 (IL 2)

Section 78R-2

Winnebago County

Job No. P-92-050-06

IL 2 from Auburn Street to Riverside Blvd in Rockford

The second public meeting for the lllinois Route 2 Phase | Study was held on
Wednesday, March 9, 2011 at Spectrum School, 2909 N. Main Street, Rockford,
lllinois from 1:00pm — 6:00pm. The meeting was held in an open house format
with exhibit boards for review and the opportunity for attendees to provide
comments, suggestions, issues and concerns.

The primary goal of the meeting was to inform the public of the progress to date of
the N. Main Street (IL 2) corridor study that extends from north of Auburn Street to
north of Riverside Boulevard in Rockford. In addition, the meeting was intended to
provide the study team with a better understanding of the stakeholders’ thoughts
and concerns regarding the preliminary layout of the corridor.

Exhibits shared as a part of the meeting included:

» Two sets of the aerial plan view of the corridor with the preliminary layout of
improvements. These included two alternates for the area between Eddy
Avenue & River Bluff Boulevard (see Attachment 1).

» Two sets of the aerial plan view of the area between Burton Street & Eddy
Avenue with a continuous version of the layout of improvements (see
Attachment 2).

» Typical cross sections of the existing roadway (see Attachment 3).
» Location map displaying the project limits (see Attachment 4).
Handouts included a newsletter (see Attachment 5) describing the project and the

study process. It contained a Comment Form (also made available in a larger size)
for stakeholders to complete and submit either at the meeting or by mail.
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Notice of the meeting was sent to 562 stakeholders (see Attachment 6 for mailing
list) and was also advertised in the Rockford Register on February 22 and March 2,
2011 (see Attachment 7).

The meeting was attended by 98 people in total (see Attachment 8 for sign-in
sheet).

The following public officials were in attendance:

= Senator Dave Syverson, 34" District, Illinois State Senate

The following organizations/agencies were represented:

= City of Rockford, Patrick Zuroske

= City of Rockford, Jeremy Bahr

= City of Rockford, Jonah Katz

= City of Rockford, Mark Rose

= Rockford Park District, Mark Smith

= Winnebago County Highway Department, Joe Vanderwerff
= Rockford Metropolitan Agency for Planning, Steve Ernst

= Rockford Metropolitan Agency for Planning, Gary Mcintyre
= Stateline Area Transportation Study, Bob Soltau

The following local businesses were represented:

= Affiliated Realty

= Anna’s Pizza & Pasta

= Burger King

= Deli ltalia

= Greenwood Cemetery

* Holiday Express

= Kelly Williamson Company
= Krenek's Clock Haven

= McDonalds

= Mobil

= North Towne Enterprises
= Olson Funeral Home

= Rapunzel's

= Road Ranger

= Rockford Washer

= Special-T Engraving

= Spectrum School

= Stop-N-Go Stores

= Windmill Hill Inc.

The following media were represented:

= WREX
= WIFR
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IDOT was represented by the following Project Study Team members:

= Eric Therkildsen (IDOT)

= Jay Howell (IDOT)

= Masood Ahmad (IDOT)

= Sam Abdullah (IDOT)

= Jason Stringer (IDOT)

= Jon McCormick (IDOT)

= Bill McWethy (IDOT)

= Cassandra Rodgers (IDOT)

= Tim Himes (IDOT)

= Mike LeFever (IDOT)

= Jon Estrem (HR Green, Inc.)
= Chris Hartke (HR Green, Inc.)
= Carrie Hansen (Images, Inc.)

Public Comment:

The public was invited to submit comments about the project via the comment form
at the meeting or by mail. Comments received by March 25, 2011 will become part
of the official public meeting record.

Fifteen (15) comment forms were received on March 9, 2011 at the Public Meeting.
Five additional forms were submitted through the mail.

In general those in attendance at the meeting expressed support for improvements
to the corridor. The Project Study Team explained the CSS process and design
features of the corridor. In addition it encouraged input from attendees regarding
the layout shown. Several attendees were interested in additional information
regarding the N. Main & Auburn roundabout project. It was explained that the
Auburn project is being administered by the City of Rockford.

Project issues and concerns expressed either verbally to the Project Study Team
or through formal comment forms included the following topics:

= Realignment of N. Main between Custer & Eddy

* Inclusion of a multi-use path

= Raised median from Vernon to Custer and from Eddy to River Bluff

= Various issues regarding the impact to existing businesses & properties

The submitted comment forms are included in Attachment 9. Through these four
stakeholders expressed interest in joining the Citizen Advisory Group (CAG).

Notable verbal comments are summarized as follows:

Dick Berman: Resident along Country Club Beach Road. He would like to see
different access to N. Main for his neighborhood. He feels tying into Halsted is the
best opportunity for this. He also feels the signals at N. Main and Halsted would
provide for better accessibility. In addition, he voiced concern regarding a need to
address access on the east leg of River Bluff to remedy the problems associated
with vehicle queues at that location.
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Michael Jones: The display mistakenly labeled the house located Yonge &
Wagner with “Dentistry”. The dental practice is in the same building as “Vince the
Tailor & Sons II”. He owns both properties and plans to live in the house & rent out
the first floor. He also voiced concern about losing both properties.

Anna & Tony Chiarelli: Co-owners of Anna’s Pizza & Pasta. Concerned regarding
the loss of parking & feel it would require total acquisition of the property. They are
not in favor of the new alignment & are concerned the roadway is being realigned
simply to avoid the Olympic Tavern at the expense of their property. They have
been in business 30 years & would like to stay at this location with Stop ‘n’ Go as a
tenant if possible.

Andy Bowman: Owner of Stop ‘n’ Go. Concerned about impacts to the business &
is not in favor of the realignment. Feels too many properties are impacted in an
effort to save the Olympic Tavern. He questioned the importance of the the
Olympic Tavern & would like to see the alignment shifted to the east in this area.

Frank Savitski : Resident. Opposed to Option 2 (raised median).

Doug Sreenan: Owns the residential property on the southwest corner of N. Main
& River Bluff as well as three properties along River Bluff to the west of N. Main.
He would like the widening of River Bluff to be more symmetric to the existing
centerline & would like to see the flush median converted to a left-turn lane.

Jeff Orput: President of Edgewater Neighborhood Association. Voiced support for
construction of a multi-use path.

Kathy Reckwald: Spectrum School. Opposed to a raised median between Eddy &
River Bluff. Noted that a number of parents & buses turn left out of the parking lot
& is concerned those motorists will make U turns at the median opening for the
Truck Driving School or use side streets to travel south.

Terry Hall: Spectrum School. Likes Option 2 & sees value in it for aesthetics.

Various teachers & students from Spectrum School: Strongly opposed to a raised
median in front of the school. Also noted there is an existing bus stop in front of
the school which they feel is a safety hazard as it blocks sight lines for motorists
entering the school parking lot.

Linda & Gary Webster and Angeline Sink: Property owners at corner of Louise
Street & Deborah Avenue (one block west of the corridor). Do not see much cut-
through traffic & believe the project would reduce it even further.

Jeremy Carter: City of Rockford. Voiced overall support for the layout, but has
concerns regarding dual left turn lanes at Riverside & the extent of impact to the
properties in the southeast & northeast corners of that intersection. It is his belief
that traffic volumes will not warrant dual lefts. Also voiced concern about right-in-
right-out access at Custer & indicated it serves a lot of traffic.
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Celine Daul: Owner of residential property in the southwest corner of Louise &
Jonathon. Voiced support for the project & indicated a preference for Alternate 1
(two-way left turn lane between Eddy & River Bluff).

Owner of Dealer Alliance Corp: Has a strong preference for Alternate 1.

Kris Sjostrom: Voiced overall support for the project.

Gene Smith: Owns & rents out the residential property in the northwest corner of
Pierce & N. Main. Prefers that the property be a total acquisition. He also noted
his property ponds water & hopes that project will remedy it.

Terry Hall: Retired fireman. Voiced concern that the raised median proposed in
Alternate 2 would increase response time for emergency vehicles.

Joe Maring: Owner of Schoenig & Sons. Voiced support for the project. He also
indicated he would prefer total acquisition of his property.

Jim Capone: Owner of Rapunzels. Voiced support for the project & indicated he
understands the need to realign to avoid the Olympic Tavern which he feels is a
valuable part of the corridor. He also is supportive of the multi-use path. He is,
however, concerned that the project involves total acquisition of his property as he
feels it is ideal for his needs & that a comparable property would not be available.

Shelly (Owner of Dog N Suds): Voiced concern regarding a raised median
(Alternate 2).

Paula Knapik: Owner of Rockford Washer. Prefers a flush median rather than
raised as she is concerned about inability to turn left into her property. She also
noted the business name is not “Rockford Weather” as labeled on the display.

Doug Nelson & Bob Krenek: Owners of Krenek’s Clock Haven. They are
supportive of the plan to purchase this property & had several questions regarding
the land acquisition process which were answered at the meeting.

George Graham & Craig Opheim: Voiced concerns regarding extension of the
raised median along the east leg of Riverside beyond their driveways. They would
like to shorten the raised median approximately 100’ & widen the east driveway to
provide two-way access. They would prefer to keep the west driveway as an exit-
only, but noted it is more important that the east driveway & median be adjusted.

Jody Deery: Owner of properties in three of four quadrants of the N. Main & Fulton
intersection. Voiced concern regarding the alignment of Fulton. It was explained
that the CAG identified the Olympic Tavern as a corridor landmark, and the
realignment was made to help preclude impacts to that property. Ms. Deery also
had concerns regarding the impact to tenants & loss of income from her properties.
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Richard Fang (Windmill Hill LC): Owner & lessor of North Towne Mall properties
(southeast corner of Riverside & N. Main). Concerned about impacts to the bank
(total acquisition), McDonalds (north-south access to drive-thru reduced to one
lane), and elimination of parking along N. Main north of River Bluff which primarily
serve Swedish Pancake House, Subway & China Buffet. He explained that
impacts to the bank & McDonalds as well as loss of parking along N. Main will
severely impact the viability of the entire shopping center. He requested that the
multi-use path be routed along River Bluff to lessen impacts to the property. He
also requested an onsite meeting.

Douglas Clark: Owner of McDonalds along Riverside. Reiterated concerns voiced
by Richard Fang (see above) regarding impacts to the drive-thru. He added this
location is the busiest McDonalds in Rockford & that the drive-thru accounts for
75% of his business there. He requested that the path be shifted to the north side
of Riverside or along River Bluff.

Scott Olson: Fred C. Olson Funeral Chapel. Is not in favor of Option 2 (raised
median). If Option 2 is selected, he would like shared access with Spectrum
School & would not be opposed to reducing access to a single driveway.

John Carabelli: Representative of Road Ranger. Noted that from the edge of the
canopy to the right-of-way line is currently 24’ which is the least of any site they
have. He voiced concern that reducing this would be undesirable, would place the
new right-of-way line close to the tanks & would necessitate relocation of the on-
premise sign at the corner. Road Ranger also owns the adjacent Happy Wok site
& are concerned about loss of parking (13 stalls reduced to 7). He suggested
reduced lane widths. He also voiced opposition to the raised median concept
(Option 2) because he feels traffic would go elsewhere & choose their competition.

Alberto Altamore: Owner of Altamore’s Restaurant (south of the project corridor).
Concerned about impacts to Health First (northeast corner of Riverside & N. Main)
and urged for modifications to save the building. Indicated he understands the
need to acquire the properties across from the Olympic Tavern. He also indicated
the North End Business Association extends north to the railroad crossing.

Michael Alexander: Owner of properties in northwest & southwest corners of
Belmont & N. Main. Supportive of the project as presented but is not in favor of
Option 2 (raised median).
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llinois Department of Transportation

Division of Highways / Region 2 / District 2
819 Depot Avenue / Dixon, lllinois / 61021-3500
Telephone 815/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT
STUDIES & PLANS

FAP Route 734 (IL 2)
Section 78R-2

Job No. P-92-050-06

City of Rockford

Winnebago County

Re: IL 2, Auburn Street to Riverside Boulevard
February 15, 2011

To Whom It May Concern:

Attached is a copy of an advertisement for a Public Informational Open House to
be held on March 9" for the lllinois Department of Transportation’s IL 2 (North Main
Street) Project Study. The time and location have been highlighted for your
convenience. This ad will be published in the Rockford Register Star on

February 22" and March 2". The project, currently in the preliminary engineering
phase, is expected to include both widening and some realignment of North Main
Street.

A Citizen’s Advisory Group (CAG) has been working with our office to develop a
design concept for the corridor. The attached drawings depict the initial design
concept that has come out of the CAG process. The purpose of this meeting is to
share the recommendations from the CAG work sessions and solicit feedback from
local individuals. We hope you will plan to stop in and view the project displays
and provide input.

If you have any questions regarding this meeting, please contact Masood Ahmad
at 815/284-5510 or Jason Stringer at 815/284-5513.

Sincerely,

S

Eric S. Therkildsen, P.E.
Acting Deputy Director of Highways,
Region Two Engineer

Attachments
S&P/js-0186a/sb
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lllinois Department of Transportation

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL
OPEN HOUSE

FOR

THE PROPOSED RECONSTRUCTION OF ILLINOIS ROUTE 2 FROM YONGE
STREET TO WEST RIVERSIDE BOULEVARD IN ROCKFORD, IL

DATE AND LOCATION

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2011
1:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M.

SPECTRUM SCHOOL
2909 N. MAIN STREET
ROCKFORD, IL 61103

PURPOSE

¢ VIEW GRAPHIC DISPLAYS
¢ ANSWER QUESTIONS
¢ OBTAIN PUBLIC COMMENTS AND INPUT
¢ DISCUSS PROJECT TIME TABELE

http://www.dot.il.gov/IL2/index.html

This meeting is accessible to disabled individuals. Persons planning to attend this meeting who will
need a sign language interpreter or other similar accommodations should notify, either by telephone
or letter, Mr. Masood Ahmad at the Illinois Department of Transportation, 819 Depot Avenue, Dixon,

IL 610210r (815) 284-5510, or Transmission of the Deaf (888) 642-3457 at least five days prior to
the meeting so that reasonable accommodations can be made.
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Hlinois Department
o of Transportation
N, MAIN STREE

Auburn to Riverside

IL Route 2 (North Main Street)
~ Public Informational Open House

The Tilinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is studying the IL Route 2 (North Main Street), from Yonge
Street to Riverside Boulevard. The IL Route 2 study area is comprised of approximately 2.0 miles located
between north of Yonge Street on the south and north of Riverside Boulevard on the north, within the City of

Rockford. The study is taking a detailed look at the current and future transportation needs of the corridor and
involves a public involvement process.

IDOT encourages your input throughout the study process of this project. Please place your comment forms in
_the boxes marked COMMENTS, or fold in thirds, tape closed, place a stamp and mail. SR
Please sendcomments ’(re\lated to the IL. Route 2 project by Friday, March 25, 2011. Comments rééeii;éd by tlus -
date will become part of the Public Awareness Meeting record. [E R,

vt

Jason Stringer:

My concerns in regards to project IL2 center with the Burger King at 909 W.
Riverside Blvd. At the March 9, 2011 meeting we had the chance to discuss all of
my concerns regarding the following: We have asked that the median strip in the
center of the road be shorted. We have asked that the median end somewhere
near in a line with our road sign. We have asked that the East access to our
property be widened to make that access an enter and exit point rather than just
an enter point. We have asked if it is going to be possible to provide some type of
“suicide” lane for motorists to use to help expedite the flow of traffic to the East.
We have asked that the West exit of the lot be left in place to serve the
customers wishing to exit to the West.

Thank you for taking all of our concemns seriously and giving them consideration.

(%)

“George B/Graham
Burger King

Name G roreeB Grauam

Address &5’”&5 = ?0? W Rf”{ﬁﬁdﬂé’ gluﬁ

City/State %c&#d@ , /e | ZipCote _ /03
Phone No_fowre = Z(S- §17-058Y  Bus. £(S 877 1590 B
E-Mail Address G B6(2Y8 @ AoC.. Com

Do not add me to the mailing list: D Please respond to this comment: I:I

I would like to be considered for the Community Advisory Group (CAG): .&Chmem 9
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Comment Form

place

stamp
here

lllinois Department of Transportation

District 2

Attn: Jason Stringer

819 Depot Avenue

Dixon, lllinois 61021

L,\_S\f\\ . wo e\ } C_x*ta\.\-e— O iZ>\f'“t &S chat’, C onering

ﬂfé,g\x‘\b Ww\\x, A’\XVQ“V\—QN\Q. e wom\é__ @%VCJ\/»*\—
9"“‘“’\ how & "i/”C\C‘QKQ, ’Qro A Q&C&L\

“Q;’\-‘\‘t"/:‘\m—x Qv G)o\.v’L\:\v\l (o .

axay adey X1V
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MAIN STREET I(I)I;n'l(%‘lasngportatloerll‘t
IL. Route 2 (North Mam Street)

Public Informational Open House
March 9, 2011

The Hlinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is studymg the IL Route 2 (North Main Street), from Yonge
Street to Riverside Boulevard. The IL Route 2 study area is comprised of approximately 2.0 miles located
between north of Yonge Street on the south and north of Riverside Boulevard on the north, within the City of

Rockford. The study is taking a detailed look at the cutrent and future transportation needs of the corridor and
involves a public involvement process.

- IDOT encourages your input throughout the study process of this project. Please place your comment forms in\ |
the boxes marked COMMENTS, or fold in thirds, tape closed, place a stamp and mail.

Please send comments related to the IL Route 2 project by Friday, March 25, 2011. Comments rece1ved by ttusj
date will become part of the Public Awareness Meeting record. ;

Comments/Questions: (e aag Q,Q(CLULML e o m/,n[‘A-Q,Q_CZJ,:LGY) ) a
;@ﬂ‘

| /louxuza!i /YYULO‘(JZQ/VLJ Aevn Fhe CQAJtQ/‘ m R ;z QﬁL R (,)

On /Q.)WLQ,O/GJ e % /Wuo&a/»u xuamig/
allsvs {1 e GVLQM %m‘W\ CuA D/M//CU\oi Q@ PRSI
| Aﬂcmw/% \}Pcu[;l\m) (’a /uum‘ ,(L/ubﬂ/ at (ﬂu AWJ\MH’

\/QX("M 0) % c[m\m"‘H\ A \/\chﬂg( *Qow apynd \ﬁ\k__
Wuu\

Narme %G\ - - S\&CJS oN Maa N, e , (é(\u\ Q tfp)’\@/}T}B
Address ] 7)/7 A mm S < '
City/State RC‘( ¢ -C\(‘TJ S

Phone No. (%\ SX ? 7/)/%7033

E-Mail Address D)< /Ol ler @ CoMla <‘:}‘ Ned

Zip Code Q:[la’%

Do not add me to the mailing list: I:l Please respond to this comment: /IE/

I'would like to be considered for the Community Advisory Group (CAG): I:l
Attachment 9
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| - llinois Department
N. MAIN STREET of Transportation

Auburn to Riverside

IL Route 2 (North Main Street)

Public Informational Open House
March 9, 2011

The Tllinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is studying the IL Route 2 (North Main Street), from Yonge
Street to Riverside Boulevard. The IL Route 2 study area is comprised of approximately 2.0 miles located
between north of Yonge Street on the south and north of Riverside Boulevard on the north, within the City of

Rockford. The study is taking a detailed look at the current and future transportation needs of the corridor and
involves a public involvement process.

- IDOT encourages your input throughout the study process of this project. Please place your comment forms in
the boxes marked COMMENTS, or fold in thirds, tape closed, place a stamp and mail.

Please send comments related to the IL Route 2 project by Friday, March 25, 2011. Comments received by this
date will become part of the Public Awareness Meeting record.

Comments/Questions:_ We, at Karl Schoening & Sons, Inc. (Schoening's), are in

full support of the proposed N. Main Street improvements. However, we do have

some concerns. Business interruption and possible re-routing, etc. will not

affect us, but it may affect the smaller, retail businesses. This is

especially true for those affected by the hard median between Verhon and

Custer since there are no left-turn (west) possibilities. My biggest concern

are the buildings that will be affected by actual demo work. I believe the

owners of these buildings should have firmer dates regardihg project

‘commencement. The uncertainty doesn't allow for many bus:inesses tc? p:'Lan
ahead. Our building, for instance, is for sale. Who would buy a building

with an uncertain future? We are all for the roundabout and total revamping
of N. Main Street, especially if it would involve aesthetics upgrades, such
as no telephone poles and more green space or possibly street lights.

Name Joe Maring c/o Karl Schoening & Sons, Inc.
Address 1612 N. Main Street . o
City/State___ Rockford, IL i ' zlp(:ode 61103

Phone No. 815-962-5111
E-Mail Address ___SChoenings@sbcglobal.net

Do not add me to the mailing list: I:l Please respond to this comment: ‘E
Iwould like to be considered for the Community Advisory Group (CAG):At

aekiment 9
heet 19 o
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IL Route 2 (North Main Street)

Public Informational Open House
March9, 2011

The lllinois Department of Transportation (DOT) is studying IL Route 2 (North Main Sireet) within the City of Rockiord. The
1L Routs 2 study area is comprised of approximately 2.0 miles, extending from noth of Aubum Street to nonth of Riverside
Boulevard. The study will take a detailed look at the current and future transpofiation needs of the comidor and will involve a
public involvement process.

IDOT encowrages your input throughout the study process of this project. Plaase place your comment forms in the bavss
marked COMMENTS, or fold inthirds, tape closed, affix a stamp, and mail.

Please send your comments related to the IL Route 2 project by Friday, March 25, 2011. Comments received by this date
will become part of the public awareness mesting record.
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NnoisDepa‘tment ’

IL Route 2 (N orth Main Street)
Public Informational Open House
 March9,2011
The IIImmsIDepanment of Transportation (DOT) is, ghudying iL Route 2 (North Main Street) within the City of Rockford. The

IL Route 2 study areé is comprised of approximately 2.0 miles, extending from notth of Aubur Strest to-norih of Rivarside

Boulevard. The study will take a detailed look at the cument.and future transpoitation needs of the comridor and will involve a
public involvement process.

IDOT encourages your inputthroughout the study process of this project. Please place your comment forms inthe boxes
marked COMMENTS, or fold inthirds, tape closed, affix a stamp, and mail.

Please send your comments related to the. IL Route 2 project by Friday, March 25,2011, Comments received by this date .
will become part of the public awarenass mesting record.
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