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ILLINOIS AVIATION SYSTEM PLAN UPDATE
As we close out the 
first quarter of 2021, 
the project team 
remains on track to 
complete the Illinois 
Aviation System 
Plan and Economic 
Impact Analysis in 

the last half of 2021. The team has wrapped up the data 
collection process for both projects and moved into data 
analysis for the IASP and economic modeling for the EIA.

Several IASP draft chapters have been posted to the 
project website at www.ilaviation.com, and more will 
be posted in the near future. Most recently, the project 
team evaluated airports based on the performance mea-
sures established at the beginning of the project. This 
process identified gaps and deficiencies in the system, 
and we look forward to establishing performance targets 
and collaborating with the Technical Advisory Commit-
tee on potential project and policy recommendations.

Substantial progress has been made on the EIA front as 
economic modeling has begun. Preliminary EIA results 
will be available once the project team does their due 
diligence to ensure data accuracy.

A goal of these projects is to collaborate with as many 
stakeholders as possible. We plan to meet with the TAC 
in the near future to bring them up to speed and solicit 
their feedback, as well as meet with the Illinois Modal 
Working Group for the second time to share findings.
You are invited to monitor the progress of both the IASP 
and EIA through the project website at www.ilaviation.
com. Draft documents will continue to be uploaded to 
the website periodically as they are made available for 
public review.

Lastly, if you have professional-grade photos of Illinois 
aviation or airports, please send them to Zach.DeVeau@
Kimley-Horn.com. We’d love to feature your pictures in 
the reports, brochures and presentations!

We thoroughly appreciate your continued engagement 
and participation in both projects.

WILLIAM H. GRADY (1923-2021)
William H. Grady, 97, longtime airport official in Rockford and former Belvidere city treasurer, died March 14 
at his home. Grady worked more than three decades for the Greater Rockford Airport Authority, the govern-
ment agency that operates what is now Chicago Rockford International Airport. He was the airport authority’s 
executive director for about 10 years before retiring in 1988. During his tenure, he oversaw the construction 
of the airport’s modern terminal building

http://www.ilaviation.com
http://www.ilaviation.com
http://www.ilaviation.com
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AERONAUTICS BUREAU OF ENGINEERING UPDATE
Personnel changes in engineering
Terry Tappenbeck, Land Acquisition section chief, retired 
in December after 35 years at Aeronautics in the Land 
Acquisition Section where he was responsible for over-
seeing the statewide airport land acquisition program 
and the purchase of over 4,400 acres of land associated 
with the future South Suburban Airport in Will County.

Joseph Staats, P.E., was promoted to airport design 
engineer in October. Staats started with Aeronautics in 
2014 and has extensive experience as an airport design 
and local procurement and project development engi-
neer.

Richard Borus, P.E., was named section chief of the Air-
port Programming, Planning and Environment Section in 
March. In this position, Borus manages all statewide avi-
ation system planning, program development, airspace 
review and environmental clearance for project imple-
mentation. Borus has more than 29 years of experience 

Illinois Division of Aeronautics - Bureau of Engineering
2021 Statewide Airport Improvements

January 15, 2021 Letting
Litchfield Municipal $995,975

Marshall County $648,690

Greenville $380,227

Quincy Regional $7,407,636

Salem-Leckrone $188,723

Mt. Sterling Municipal $447,150

Benton Municipal $34,900

March 5, 2021, Letting  

Albertus $235,201

Rochelle Municipal $899,967

Lansing Municipal $198,199

Morris Municipal $123,805

BURRILL COPPERNOLL TURNS 100
Burrill Coppernoll, of Stockton, recently celebrated his 
100th birthday. A retired flight safety coordinator for 
northern Illinois, Coppernoll worked for the Illinois Divi-
sion of Aeronautics from 1953 to 1982. He served as the 
Aeronautics representative in his assigned territory un-
der six governors and every director of Aeronautics but 
one. During his years of promoting aviation safety, he 
established a cooperative working relationship with area 

airport operators and many pilots. Coppernoll made 
his first solo flight March 3, 1940. At 89, he still had a 
valid license and once held the distinction in Illinois of 
having the longest-running active pilot’s certificate from 
the Federal Aviation Authority. He was inducted into the 
Illinois Aviation Hall of Fame Sept. 16, 1983. In 2010, the 
FAA presented Coppernoll with the prestigious Wright 
Brothers Master Pilot Award for more than 50 years in 
the service of aviation. 
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AVIATION HISTORY
In celebration of Women’s History Month, we’re proud 
to reprint this image of Amelia Earhart visiting Southwest 
Airport in Springfield, Illinois. The photo was originally  
published in the April-June 1953 “Illinois Aviation” newsletter.   

Earhart was a record-breaking aviator whose interna-
tional fame improved public acceptance of aviation and 
paved the way for women in commercial flight. In 1932, 
she became the first woman to pilot a solo flight across 
the Atlantic. Her awards included the American Distin-
guished Flying Cross and the Cross of the French Le-
gion of Honor. In 1929, Earhart helped found the Nine-
ty-Nines, an organization of female aviators still active 
today in promoting the advancement of aviation through 
education, scholarship and mutual support. For more 

information about the Ninety-Nines, visit  
www.ninety-nines.org.

CITY OF WEST CHICAGO, DUPAGE AIRPORT PARTNER TO  
PROVIDE MORE THAN 2,000 COVID-19 VACCINATIONS

The DuPage Airport 
Authority converted 
its transient hangar 
into a COVID-19 vac-
cination site March 3, 
working with the city 
of West Chicago to 

distribute more than 2,000 doses of the vaccine.

The city partnered with food and drug retailer Albert-
sons to obtain the doses of the vaccine, then coordinat-
ed with the DAA to prepare the facility for Wednesday’s 
vaccine event.

“This is part of our mission and part of the reason we’re 
here,” said Stephen Davis, DAA chairman of the board. 
“When we learned Friday that these doses would be 
available, we worked through the weekend and right up 
to Wednesday to make sure we’d be ready. We’re proud 
to support the city of West Chicago and the community 
and to play our part in the collective recovery effort.”

The DAA team cleared out and relocated several air-
craft from the 32,000-square-foot hangar to allow for 
the setup of 10 vaccination stations. A steady stream of 
recipients flowed in and out of the hangar from 8 a.m. 

through 5 p.m. for their first dose of the vaccine. Every-
one who received a first dose of the vaccine Wednesday 
will return to DuPage Airport in three weeks for their 
second dose.

“This opportunity came together so quickly and is a tes-
tament to the benefit of having great partners,” Pineda 
said. “We’re so grateful to Albertsons, our community 
partners and the DuPage Airport Authority for making 
this possible, and helping our community recover from 
the pandemic.”

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
See the full calendar at www.ilaviation.com/safety. 

Tentative Dates: 
May 9, June 13, July 11, Aug 8,  
Sep 12, Oct 10
2021 Young Eagles Rally  
and Pancake Breakfast
EAA 1414 Poplar Grove Airport 
Kellie Jefferies
kav8tor@gmail.com

http://www.ninety-nines.org
http://www.ilaviation.com/safety
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AIRPORT TRIVIA
Name that airport RETURNS!
Do you know the name of the airport shown in this  
picture and the approximate timeframe in which the  
photo was taken? If so, please send an email to DOT.
aero@illinois.gov. Those who provide the correct answer 
will have their names noted on the Aviation Safety web-
site at www.ilaviation.com/illinois-aviation-newsletter/.

The answer from the last newsletter, Q4 2020, was  
Centralia Municipal Airport circa 1960. Congratulations 
to those who answered correctly!

MOVING ONLINE 
Illinois Aviation newsletter has been in continu-
ous print for 73 years with Vol. 1 / No. 1 launched 
in August 1948. The newsletter is available both 

in print and email versions and will soon be linked 
to the new Illinois Aviation Safety and Education 

website located at www.ilaviation.com/safety. 

VIEW COMPLETE CALENDAR OF EVENTS: www.ilaviation.com/safety

ILLINOIS AVIATION is published quarterly by the IDOT Division of Aeronautics. Comments, suggestions and submissions should be direct to  
Troy Reiser, Bureau Chief of Aviation Safety, 1 Langhorne Bond Drive, Springfield, IL 62707 (217) 785-4989, or e-mail to dot.aero@illinois.gov.

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW – USE AIRMAIL
If you wish to receive the news even sooner, sign up for ewsletter at www.ilaviation.com/safety
AirMail is sent about two weeks before the hardcopy is mailed.

Printed by the Authority of the State of Illinois. 3/21. Web. 21-0754

NEWS YOU CAN USE  
• Aircraft Registration Fee for the remainder of 2021 is $10.    
• Aircraft Owner Tax Form (RUT-75)
•  Aircraft and Pilot Registrations: Changes can be made 

online and new copies printed at https://webapps.dot.
illinois.gov/PPR/. Please email us at DOT.AERO@illinois.
gov or call 217-785-8515 with any questions.

A recent study of general aviation accidents suggests 
that in addition to pilot proficiency, transition training and 
experience in diverse flight environments can improve 
a pilot’s ability to recognize and successfully respond to 
new challenges.

As pilots, it’s always good to take on new challenges – 
whether it’s flying in a new type of aircraft or a totally new 
environment. There’s lots to learn from these experiences, 
and they can certainly increase the fun factor with flying.

As with any new aeronautical endeavor, always be cautious 
and keenly aware of your limitations. It’s important to 
ensure you are proficient enough to handle the challenges 
presented with unfamiliar environments. Let’s look at a 
few ways you can expand your horizons to bolster safety 
and foster the fun of flying.

Check out more of this topic at FAA Safety #FlySafe.

TRAINING CORNER
Training and preparing for a new flight environment
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