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Hay Harvesting/Switch Grass
Planting and Harvesting Permit

	

	I (We) 
	     
	,
	[bookmark: Text41]     
	,

	
	Name of Applicant
	Mailing Address

	[bookmark: Text3]     
	,
	[bookmark: Text7]     
	,
	hereinafter termed the Permittee,

	City
	State & Zip
	

	request permission and authority to occupy, and to do certain work herein described on, the right-of-way of the 

	state highway known as 
	[bookmark: Text27]     
	,
	Section 
	[bookmark: Text28]     
	,

	from 
	[bookmark: Text29]     
	to 
	[bookmark: Text30]     
	in 
	[bookmark: Text31]     
	County.

	The work is described in detail below and/or on the attached sketch of plans.

	
	

	Location:  
	[bookmark: Text32]     

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	This permit covers the operation and presence of specified equipment, material, or facility on the right-of-way that may be related to the authorized work.  A copy of this permit shall be present when crews or equipment occupy highway right-of-way.  Failure to comply may result in the cessation of all permit activities.

	

	District Office, Attn:
	[bookmark: Text33]     
	at
	     
	, shall be contacted a

	minimum of 48 hours in advance to coordinate the starting work date.

	

	This permit is subject to the conditions and restrictions printed on the following page(s).

	

	

	

	
	
	
	[bookmark: Text15]     

	
	Signature of Permittee
	
	Date

	

	
	[bookmark: Text14]     

	
	Name of Permittee (Print or Type)

	

	
	[bookmark: Text38]     

	
	Mailing Address

	

	
	[bookmark: Text35]     
	
	[bookmark: Text36]     
	
	[bookmark: Text37]     

	
	City
	
	State
	
	Zip

	

	

	This permit shall be valid from 
	[bookmark: Text39]     
	to 
	[bookmark: Text40]     
	unless otherwise

	cancelled or terminated as specified in the permit conditions.

	

	

	

	
	
	
	[bookmark: Text18]     

	
	Illinois Department of Transportation
	
	Date

	


This permit is subject to the conditions and restrictions established in accordance with the safety, intent, and authority granted within sections 9-119.5 and 9-119.6 of the Illinois Highway Code including but not limited to the following:
1. The Permittee assumes all risk for the quality of the hay/switch grass harvested under the permit.
2. The Permittee assumes all liability for accidents or injury that results from the activities permitted by the Department.
3. The Permittee shall maintain a liability insurance policy in the amount of not less than $1,000,000 to cover any accident, damage, or loss that may occur to persons or property as a result of the activities permitted by the Department.  Certified copies of the original policies or certificates of insurance by the insurer issuing the policies and endorsements setting forth the coverage, limits, and endorsements shall be filed with the Department before the Department issues a permit.
4. The Permittee shall not alter, damage, or remove any right-of-way markers, land monuments, fences, signs, trees, shrubbery, or similar landscape vegetation or other highway features or structures and is liable for any alteration, damage, or removal that occurs to these items as a result of their activities.
5. Assumes liability for any damage to the right-of-way as a result of their activities.
6. The Permittee understands that the state or any instrumentality thereof assumes no risk or liability for the activities permitted by the Department.
7. Possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages or controlled substances while working is prohibited.
8. Work shall be done during daylight hours.
9. The Permittee shall use the permit only when soil in the right-of-way is dry enough to prevent rutting or other similar type of damage to the right-of-way
10. Extended parking is not allowed along curves, on bridge decks, near or under overpasses, or in median areas.
11. Proposed means of access to all rights-of-way must be approved by the Department.
12. The Permittee is subject to the same traffic protection requirements as a contractor or state forces working on the right-of-way.  The Permittee is responsible for providing, installing, and maintaining all necessary warning signs, traffic control devices, and flagmen as required by the Department.  Traffic control signage shall be employed as directed by the Department.  Approved safety vests meeting the minimum requirements shown in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices shall be worn when working on state right-of-way.  The Permittee shall remain 15 feet from the edge of pavement unless a traffic control plan is submitted by the Permittee and approved by the Department.  Traffic control plans must be in accordance with the current Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction and the Bureau of Design and Environment’s Highway Standards.  If proper traffic control as required by the Department is not provided by the Permittee, the Department may proceed to execute such traffic control installation as may be deemed necessary and the cost thereof will be invoiced to the Permittee.  The Permittee shall remit payment upon receipt of the invoice.
13. Slopes steeper than 1:2.5 (Vertical:Horizontal) shall not be mowed.
14. No medians or interchanges shall be mowed.
15. Equipment left overnight shall be stored behind guardrails or against ROW fences.
16. Hay/switch grass planting and harvesting operations shall not be conducted simultaneously with Department mowing operations.
17. The Permittee represents all parties in interest and shall furnish material, do all work, pay all costs and shall in a reasonable length of time restore any damaged portion of the highway right-of-way to a condition acceptable to the Department.
18. The proposed work shall be located and constructed to the satisfaction of the Deputy Director of Highways, Regional Engineer, or his/her duly assigned representative.  No revisions or additions shall be made to the proposed work on the right-of-way without the written permission of the Deputy Director of Highways, Regional Engineer or his/her duly assigned representative.
19. The Permittee agrees to fully comply with the following legal obligations in advance of entering and while upon any state right-of-way:
a) Only a permit issued by the Department under this Part will satisfy the “written consent” requirement of Sections 9-119.5 and 9-119.6 of the Illinois Highway Code (the Code).
b) A permit from the Department grants a license only to undertake certain activities in accordance with this Part on a state right-of-way and does not create a property right or grant authority to the Permittee to impinge on the rights of others who may have an interest in the right-of-way.  Such others may include an owner of an underlying fee simple interest if the right-of-way is owned as an easement or dedication of right-of-way and owner of an easement, or another Permittee.
c) In no case shall the permit give or be construed to give an entity any easement, leasehold, or other property interest of any kind in, upon, under, above, or along the state highway right-of-way.
20. The Permittee shall identify the location of noxious weeds pursuant to the Noxious Weed Law.  Noxious weeds shall be mowed and shall not be windrowed or baled.
21. All persons operating equipment must have a valid driver’s license.
22. One adult must be present for every 2 workers under the age of 18.  No one under the age of 16 is allowed to be present in or to work in the permit area.
23. The Permittee shall obtain and provide consent in writing from owners of adjacent property to allow the planting and growth of hay or switch grass beyond that considered reasonable and customary by the department in accordance with section 9-118 of the Highway Code.
24. The Permittee shall give the Department a minimum of 48 hours notice prior to commencing any activities permitted by the Department.
25. The Department may immediately terminate a permit issued to a Permittee for failure to comply with the use limitations.
26. The Department or the Permittee may cancel the permit at any time upon three (3) days written notice.  No bales shall be abandoned on rights-of-way.
27. Bales shall be left for no more than 7 days and shall be a minimum of 30 feet from edge of pavement.
28. If the Department moves bales during the seven (7) day grace period for failure to place them a minimum of 30 feet from the edge of pavement, the Permittee shall be liable for Department costs as invoiced to the Permittee.  The Permittee shall remit payment upon receipt of the invoice.
29. If the Department must move, store and/or dispose of bales remaining in the right-of-way longer than seven (7) days, the Permittee shall be liable for Department costs as invoiced to the Permittee.  The Permittee shall remit payment upon receipt of the invoice.
30. Permit requests which include planting switch grass must be accompanied with a restoration plan specifying how the right-of way will be restored upon expiration or termination of the switch grass planting and harvesting permit. At a minimum, the restoration plan shall specify (but not be limited to) how all switch grass resulting from enactment of the permit will be destroyed, the seeding mixture to be utilized for restoration, restoration seeding application rates, fertilizer application rates, seed bed preparation methods, seed and fertilizer application methods, and a time frame for performing the restoration. Restoration seeding shall be in accordance with requirements specified in Section 250 of the current Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction. The restoration plan must be approved by the Department prior to permit approval.
31. If a switch grass planting and harvesting permit is not renewed or is terminated for any reason and no other switch grass planting and harvesting permit is issued for the permitted area, the approved restoration plan may be implemented as directed by the Department.  If the approved restoration plan is not implemented by the Permittee, the Department may proceed to execute such restoration as deemed necessary and the cost thereof will be invoiced to the Permittee.  The Permittee shall remit payment upon receipt of the invoice.


Work to be coordinated with Department representatives:

	
	
	Phone
	[bookmark: Text19][bookmark: Text20](     )      

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Phone
	[bookmark: Text21][bookmark: Text22](     )      

	

	Work to be done by:
	
	
	

	

	Permittee:
	

	

	Daytime Phone:
	[bookmark: Text23][bookmark: Text24](     )      
	
	Emergency Phone:
	[bookmark: Text25][bookmark: Text26](     )      





Additional Instructions for IDOT Form OPER 1050
Hay Harvesting/Switch Grass Planting and Harvesting Permit


The issuance of a permit is subject to the following guidelines:

1. No permits will be issued for interstates or freeways.

2. An owner or owner’s designee has priority until July 30 of each year to receive a permit for the portion of right-of-way that is adjacent to the owner’s property for hay harvesting.

After July 30 of each year, a permit for hay harvesting may be issued to an applicant that is not the owner of the property adjacent to the right-of-way for a maximum of five (5) continuous centerline miles per permit except as restricted by the Department for hay harvesting.

3. An owner or owner’s designee has priority until March 1 of each year to receive a permit for a portion of right-of-way that is adjacent to the owner’s property for switch grass planting and harvesting and for which no permit is in effect.

After March 1 of each year, a permit for switch grass planting and harvesting may be issued to an applicant that is not the owner of the property adjacent to the right-of-way (and for which no permit is in effect) for a maximum of five (5) continuous centerline miles per permit except as restricted by the Department for switch grass planting and harvesting.

4. After the applicant submits a permit request for hay harvesting, the Department will include the timeframe for which the permit is valid. No timeframe will exceed a period from July 15 to September 15 of the same year.

5. After the applicant submits a permit request for switch grass planting and harvesting, the Department will include the time frame for which the permit is valid. No timeframe will exceed a five (5) year period.

6. The applicant must pay a non-refundable application fee of $40 for hay harvesting and a fee of $200 for switch grass planting and harvesting.

Checks shall be made payable to “Treasurer – State of Illinois” and shall be submitted to the District along with the permit application.

7. If the Applicant and the District Office cannot agree either on whether the permit should be issued or on what conditions would be appropriate, the Applicant may, within 30 days of the issuance of written notice of the District’s positions, appeal the District’s determination to the Bureau Chief of the Department’s Central Bureau of Operations.  

Where to Submit Permit

Permits shall be submitted to the appropriate IDOT District Office.  For a list of offices, their addresses and a coverage map, please visit the following website:

http://www.dot.il.gov/maps/Region%20Map%20Color.pdf
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