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FOREWORD

U.S. Route 12/20 and 87th Street (SRA)
includes U.5. Route 12/20 from U.S. Route 45
(96th Avenue) to the indiana State Line and 87th
Street from illinois Route 50 (Cicero Avenue) to
Interstate 94 (Dan Ryan Expressway). This Strate-
gic Regional Arterial (SRA) report for U.5. Route
12/20 and 87th Street has been prepared for the
Minois Department of Transportation and the Stra-
tegic Regional Arterial Subcommittee of the Work
Program Committee of the Chicago Area Trans-
portation Study by Harland Bartholomew & Asso-
ciates, Inc.

As SRA routes, U.S5. Route 12/20 and 87th
Street are intended to function as part of a regional
arterial system, carrying high volumes of long-
distance traffic in conjunction with other SRA
routes and the regional expressway and transit
systems. Thisreportis one element of a fong-range
plan for all routes in the SRA network. Together,
the route studies constitute a comprehensive, co-
ordinated plan for the entire SRA network.

Volume 1 of this report includes a description
of the SRA study objectives and process, a detailed
exposition and analysis of the existing route condi-
tions and recommendations for uftimate and low-
cost improvements. Volume I of this report con-
sists of documentation of the public involvement
process including citizen comments.



U.S. ROUTE 12/20 AND 87TH STREET
SECTION 4: Public Involvement

SECTION FOUR
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

4.1 THE PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS

The public involvement process includes three elements: three SRA Advisory Panel Meetings, the
Public Hearing, and the newsletters to the Panel members and coordinator. The Panel Meetings were
held on March 7, 1990; November 16, 1990; and July 8, 1991. The Public Hearing was held on
August 8, 1991. SRA newsletters - called the Spotlight - were issued in August and October,
1990; and in January, March, May, July and October, 1991.

Copies of the Panel Meetings minutes, Public Hearing minutes and newsletters are included as
Sections 4.2 through Sections 4.4.
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U.5. ROUTE 12/20 AND 87TH STREET
SECTION 4: Public Involvement

4.2 ADVISORY PANEL MEETING MINUTES

Meetings of the U.S. Route 12/20 and 87th Street Advisory Panel were held on March 7, 1990;
November 16, 1990; and July 8, 1991, At the first Panel Meeting, presentations were made to
introduce the SRA system, its relation to the 2010 TSD Plan and Operation Green Light, and the SRA
Study process. At the November 1990 meeting, presentations were made to review progress on the
SRA Study and alternative improvement concepts to be considered for U.S. Route 12/20 and 87th
Street. At the final Panel Meeting, the recommended improvements were presented as in the
Preliminary Draft Report.

At each of the Panel Meetings, opportunity was provided for those attending to ask questions, make
comments and discuss the presentations and recommendations. All municipalities along the route

and Cook County were represented on the Panel,

Copies of the minutes of the Panel Meetings are contained in the following pages.
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MEETING MINUTES

8TRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL BYBTEM
ADVISBORY PANEL MEETING
ROUTE 87TH BT & $5TH 8T

10:00 AM - MARCH 7, 1990
OAK LAWN VILLAGE HALL
5252 W. DUMKE DRIVE
OAK LAWN, IL

The SBRA Advisory Panel Meeting for 87th St and 95th St in
Cook County was held between representatives of the
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), the Chicago
Area Transportation 8tudy (CATE), Harland Bartholomew and
Associates (HBA), and the Btudy Advisory Panel Members on
March 7, 1990 at the Oak Lawn Village Hall. Attendees are
listed on the attached Meeting Register. Results and
specific items discussed are outlined as follows:

1. Eugene Ryan (CATS) provided introduction and discus-
sion of the 2010 TSD Plan, Operation Greenlight, and
the SRA Systen.

2. Nancy Magnus (IDOT) provided the Introduction to the
SRA Study.

3. Rob Hull (HBA) provided an Overview of the Study
Process and Discussion of the SRA Design Concept
Development.

Following the presentations, the Advisory Panel Members
had these questions and comments.

1. Concerning the proposed mall at 95th and Stoney
Island, will the consultant be involved in the zoning
process to protect R.O.W. at that site? Ans: Study
is too late to affect this particular development.

2. Does the word corridor mean that the roadway itself
will be expanded? Ans: Not necessarily.

3. Where will the funding come from? Ans: This project
is just a start, if money becomes available it should
be used here.

4. Why are 87th & 95th St's both on the subnetwork?

Ans: To balance the types of roadways that make up
the entire system. Achieve a good x-section.

102 Wilmot Road ¢ Suite 220 » Deerfield, inois 60015 » (708) 405-0252 » Fax: (708} 405-0261
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Please inform the writer of any revisions or modifications
to these meeting minutes.
Respectfully Submitted,

Mark Peterson

Nancy Magnus
Attendess
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Harland Bartholomew & Assoclates, Inc.
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MEETING MINUTES

BTRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL BYSTEM
ADVIBORY PANEL MEETIKG
95TH/87TH SBTREETS8 =-- COOK COUNTY

10:00 AM --- NOVEMBER 16, 1990
OAK LAWN VILLAGE HALL
5252 W. DUMKE DR.

OAK LAWN, IL

The SRA Advisory Panel Meeting for 95th and 85th Streets
was held among representatives of the Illinois Department
of Transportation (IDOT), Chicago Area Transportation
study (CATS), Earland Bartholomew & Associates (EBA) and
the Study Advisory Panel Members on November 16, 1990.
Attendees are listed on the attached Meeting Register.
Results and specific items discussed are outlined as
follows:

l. Eugene Ryan (CATS) provided an introduction and
brief review of the SRA System and its role in
the 2010 Transportation System Development Plan.

2. Rob Hull (HBA) provided a brief review of the
SRA study process, discussed the physical
relationship between 95th & 87th Streets and
intersecting major transportation corridors,
displayed the existing and desirable conditions
for the route and reviewed strategies to be
studied to bring the existing roadways to the
desired level of improvement.

Following the presentation, the Advisory Panels Members
had these questions and comments:

1. Question was asked if the vertical alignment
for 95th Street west of 88th Ave had been
reviewed as it exhibits a fairly high incidence
of accidents. It was suggested that more right-
of-way may be necessary to correct the problemn.
Response: Those types of problems have not yet
been analyzed in detail, but will be evaluated.

220 » Deerlield, lll:npis BOD15 » (708) 405-0252 » Fax (708) 405-0261



Suggestion was made to examine feasibility of
terminating 95th Street SRA route at Stony
Island to the east. Concern was expressed about
the multitude of railroad and highway structures
requiring modification for desirable SRA cross
section. Further suggestion was that relocated
route could include 130th Street and Brainard to
Indiana. Response: This suggestion will be
evaluated. Also, when structures need to bhe
rebuilt that would be the time to ensure that
proper horizontal and vertical clearances are
provided for with redesigned structures.

Question was asked if 95th Street was wide
enough to have 12 foot lanes if parking is
relocated. Response: Yes, if parking is
relocated on both sides of the street.

Comment was made that it is imperative that any
proposal to eliminate on-street parking include
designation of off-street parking locations.

Comment was made that Village of Oak Lawn is
considering a proposal to deck over the existing
parking lot at the Metra station to increase
parking to 450 total spaces.

Clarification was requested on concept of access
management. Response: In urban areas, it means
curb cut consoclidation and alley termination.

Please inform the writer of any revisions or modifications
to these meeting minutes.

Respectfully Submitted,

George M. Brown

GMB:crxr

cc: Nancy Magnus
Attendees
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Harland Bartholomew & Associates, Inc.
Planning « Engineering » Landscape Architecture

MEETING MINUTES

8TRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL SYSTEM
ADVISORY PANEL MEETING
U.8. 12/20 (95th BTREET) & 87th BTREET

10:00 A.M. - JULY 8, 1991
EVERGREEN PARK VILLAGE BOARD ROOM
9418 8. KEDZIE AVENUE
EVERGREEN PARK, ILLINOIS

The SRA Advisory Panel Meeting for U.S. 12/20 (95th
Street) & 87th Street was held among representatives of
the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT),
Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATS), Harland
Bartholomew & Associates (HBA), Study Advisory Panel
Members and other attendees on July 8, 1991. Attendees
are listed on the attached Meeting Register. Results
and specific items are outlined as follows:

1. Mayor Vacco called the meeting to order and
conducted roll call.

2. Rob Hull of HBA provided a brief review of the
goals and objectives of the SRA system and
discussed progress to date achieved on the SRA
project. Mr. Hull then presented all recommended
SRA improvements that were detailed in the draft
SRA report for U.S. 12/20 & 87th Street (which had
previously been transmitted to all Advisory Panel
Members) .

Following the presentation, the Advisory Panel Members
had these questions and comments:

1. Mayor Vacco said Evergreen Park could not support
the proposal to relocate 95th Street on-street
parking to implement a continuocus, left-turn
median. His concern was that businesses that rely
on on-street parking would be forced to close.

2. Mayor Kolb of Oak Lawn did not support the
proposal to relocate 95th Street on-street parking
to implement a continuous left-turn median. His
concern was that businesses that rely on on-street
parking would be forced to close.

102 Wilmot Road s Suite 220 « Deerlield, Iiinois §0015 « (708) 405-0252 ¢ Fax (708) 405-02617



Several Advisory Panel members and other attendees
regquested that peak hour parking restrictions be
considered in lieu of permanent 95th Street on-
street parking restrictions.

Concerns were expressed about snow piling up on
narrow sidewalks with removal of parking proposal.

Alderman Buchanan inguired about status of

previously IDOT designed interchange at 95th Street
and Stony Island.

Response: SRA recommendation is for at-grade
intersection with dual left-turn lanes and se-
parate right-turn lanes with right-of-way
protected for post-2010 interchange design.
Previous interchange design will likely
require modifications prior to implementation.

Mayor Forsyth of Hometown ingquired about the
project recommendation to relocate Metra Station at
83rd Street closer to 87th Street as the vicinity
exhibits a large amount of traffic congestion.

Response: This project recommendation will be more
thoroughly analyzed in Phase I design and, if

found to be not beneficial/workable, would not be
followed through with.

Question was posed about IDOT's ability to fund
off-street parking improvements. Roger Valente of
IDOT responded that IDOT can fund off-street
parking improvements. Mr. Valerte also added that
none of the SRA project recommendations are
currently founded in the 5-year program of IDOT
projects and that all SRA recommendations are based
upcon what ultimate improvements are required to
accommodate the projected traffic of year 2010.



Please inform the writer of any modifications
revisions to these meeting minutes.

Respectfully submitted,

HARLAND BARTHOLOMEW & ASSOCIATES,

R;a%fé%. Hull, P.E.

Project Manager

INC.

RFH:cr

cc:  Nancy Magnus
Advisory Panel Members
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U.S. ROUTE 12/20 AND B7TH STREET
SECTION 4: Public Involvement

4.3 PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES AND RECORDED COMMENTS

A Public Hearing was held to present recommended improvements to U.S. Route 12/20 and 87th
Street and to obtain public input. The Public Hearing was conducted at Oak Lawn Community High
School on August 8, 1991, The Public Hearing was held in an open house format with exhibits
displayed showing the recommended improvements for the entire SRA routes on aerial photographs
as well as typical roadway cross-sections. Also, a slide presentation was shown every half-hour during
the hearing. This presentation included the scope and objectives of the SRA system; the relation of
U.S. Route 12/20 and 87th Street to the overall system; and the scope of recommended
improvements for the entire SRA routes.

Representatives of the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the SRA project consultant
were available during the hearing to discuss the project and answer questions. A court reporter also
was present during the hearing to take oralcomments, and written statements were accepted during
the hearing. An additional period of 30 days following the hearing was provided for submission of
written statements to the IDOT District One Offices.

included in this section are copies of the following:

® public hearing notice

e summary of public hearing

® public hearing register (Attachment A)

e slide presentation narrative (Attachment B)
® recorded oral comments (Attachment C)

® written comments (Attachment D)

¢ [DOT response letters {Attachment E)
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HINOIS Lepartment
@oﬁranspoxtahon

INVITES YOU TO ATTEND
A PUBLIC HEARING

CONCERNING:

U.S. 12/20 (95th Street)
fromU.S.45¢t0
INDIANA STATE LINE

87th STREET
from CICERO AVENUE to
INTERSTATE 94 (Dan Ryan Expressway)

THURSDAY, AUGUST §, 1991
2:00 - 8:00 p.m.

OAK LAWN COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL
95th STREET & SOUTHWEST HIGHWAY
(Use south end parking lot and
enter north door on Southwest Highway)
OAK LAWN, IL 60453

PURPOSE OF MEETING:

*  To present recommended improvements
for the above routes as part of the Strategic
Regional Arterial (SRA) system

*  To obtain public input

A slide presentation will be shown every half
bour starting at 2:00 p.m. with the last show at
7:30 p.m. Exhibits will be on display with
Lllinois Department of Transportation personnel
available to discuss the project and answer
questions.

Reports concerning the recommended
improvements will be available for inspection at
the hearing and prior to the hearing at the
District One office (address below).

Handicapped persons desiring to participate in
this activity should telephone or write Rich
Starr 708/705-4095 to make arrangements for
their participation.

DISTRICT ONE OFFICE

Nlinois Department of Transportation
District 1
Division of Highways
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, IL. 60196-1096




Summary of Public Hearing
U.S. 12/20 (95th Street)/87th Street
Strategic Regional Arterial

Thursday, August 8, 1991
2pmto 8 pm
Oak Lawn Community High School
9400 Southwest Highway
Oak Lawn, lllinois

A public hearing was held by the [llinois Department of Transportation to present
recommendations for improvements to U.S. 12/20 (95th Street) and 87th Street
as part of the Strategic Regional Arterial System and to obtain public input. The
public hearing was conducted in an open house format. A copy of the
attendance register for the hearing is provided as Attachment A to this summary.
Exhibits showing the recommended improvements were displayed for public
viewing. During the hearing, a narrated slide presentation was given every 30
minutes. This presentation included general information about the Strategic
Regional Arterial System and Operation Green Light, as well as identifying the
scope of improvements recommended for the Strategic Regional Arterial Route.
A copy of the narrative for the slide presentation is provided as Attachment B to
this summary.

Representatives of the lllinois Department of Transportation as well as the project
consultant, Harland Bartholomew & Associates, Inc., were present during the
hearing to answer questions and discuss the project recommendation. Also, a
court reporter was present during the hearing to take oral comments, and
provision was made for submission of written comments at the hearing and for a
period of 30 days following the hearing. A copy of the recorded oral comments is
provided as Attachment C to this summary; copies of the received written
comments are provided as Attachment D. IDOT response letters to the
municipalities concerning additional final evaluation of SRA project
recommendations are provided in Attachment E. In addition to the recorded oral
and written comments, the following comments were expressed to IDOT or
project consultant representatives by those attending the hearing. Included
beneath each comment, in the form of an IDOT response, is the final disposition
of the recommended improvement for that particular segment of the SRA route,

e Many concerns and objections were expressed about the proposal to
eliminate on-street parking between Harlem Avenue and Western
Avenue on 95th Street to create a continuous median. Specific
objections related to detrimental effect of parking elimination on local
businesses and spillover effect onto residential areas.



Re: Relocation of on-street parking is no longer necessary since the
recommendation for a continuous median from Harlem Avenue to
Western Avenue has been dropped from the final report.

e Many concerns were expressed that the SRA project
recommendations would create expressway-type conditions on 95th
Street and, when coupled with elimination of curbside parking, would
make the sidewalk areas unsafe for pedestrians.

Re: Curbside parking to remain, per previous comment, as a buffer area
for pedestrian areas and businesses.

¢ Concerns were expressed that sidewalk areas would be inadequate for
piling of snow that is normally piled in the parking lanes and that road
salt and slush would be thrown against the windows of businesses.

Re: Final route recommendations revised to maintain curbside parking
areas.

e Many concerns and objections were expressed over the SRA project
recommendation to implement peak hour parking restrictions between
Western Avenue and Cottage Grove Avenue to allow operation of
BUS/HOV lanes. Specific objections related to the detrimental effect of
parking restrictions on local businesses, safety for children who need
to walk across 95th Street to attend school and inadequacy of
designated off-street parking locations to provide proper parking

supply.

Re: The final route recommendation on this segment includes Bus/HOV
lanes operating in the peak hours, however, the improvement will not
be implemented before pedestrian safety has been properly
addressed and before an agreement can be reached with the local
officials on an acceptable parking plan.
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U.S. 12/20 (95TH STREET)/87TH STREET
PUBLIC MEETING SLIDE PRESENTATION

Welcome to this Public Hearing. The lllinois Department of Transportation
is pleased to present recommended improvements for two routes desig-
nated as part of the Strategic Regional Arterial System. These routes are:

- U.S. 12/20 (95th Street) from U.S. 45 to the Indiana State Line;
and

- 87th Street from Cicero Avenue to I-94 (Dan Ryan Expressway)

The Strategic Regional Arterial System is a 1340-mile network of existing
roads in Northeastern lllincis. This system is part of the 2010 Transporta-
tion System Development Plan adopted in 1989 as the official long-range

plan for transportation improvements in the six-county area of Northeastern
lllinois.

The Strategic Regional Arterial System is also a major element of Opera-
tion GreenlLight, an eight-point program developed inresponseto a
growing awareness of traffic congestion in the region. In the last few years,
rapid economic development and population growth have resulted inin-
creased congestion on the expressways and on arterial and local streets as
well. Although projects are underway to increase the capacity of the high-
way and transit system, continued economic and population growth are
expected to place increasing demands on the transportation system.

As one of the key elements in Operation Greenlight, the Strategic Re-
gional Arterial System is intended to supplement the expressway system by
providing a network of roads for long-distance travel across the region. The
system is also intended to improve access to the expressway system and
major transit routes for regional trips.

However, the Strategic Regional Arterial System alone is not intended to
solve the congestion probiem in the Chicago area. In addition to creating
the Strategic Regional Arterial System, Operation GreenlLight also includes
other elements, such as developing major transit and highway facilities;
improving other arterial routes in the region; and reducing demand on the
highway and arterial system.

Together the eight points of Operation GreenLight are a blueprint for a
comprehensive approach to improve transportation in Northeastern lllinois,
and planning the Strategic Regional Arterial System is receiving high prior-
ity.
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Within the overall system, three different route types have been defined
based upon future density of development in the region. The three route
types are designated as rural, suburban and urban.

Urban routes are located in the City of Chicago and adjacent portions of
more densely developed suburbs such as Oak Park. Suburban route
designations encompass most of suburban Cook and Lake Counties, all of
DuPage County and the more developed portions of McHenry, Kane and
Will Counties. Rural routes are located in the cuter portions of Lake,
McHenry, Kane and Will Counties.

Each of the three route types has different characteristics which affect the
type and scope of potential future improvements. Routes located in
densely urbanized areas typically have minimal possibilities for roadway
expansion. However, improvements could be made to intersections, local
transit facilities and low structural clearances. For routes in developing
suburban areas, preservation of right-of-way, additiona! lanes on roadways,
and signal coordination may be considered. Inrural areas, preservation of
right-of-way and controlled access would provide for movement of through
traffic and accommodate future needs.

Desirable characteristics for each of the three route types have been
defined in the Strategic Regional Arterial Concept Report, completed in
January, 1991. These characteristics identify desirable standards in plan-
ning for the routes on the system.

Detailed studies of the entire 1340-mile system are being carried out in
phases over the next five years. The first phase of studies, which began in
January, 1990, covers 245 miles of the system, including the U.S. 12/20
and 87th Street routes.

Development of a comprehensive, long-range plan for the entire Strategic
Regional Arterial network is necessary in order to implement improvements
to the system in a coordinated and cost effective way. To accomplish this
consistently throughout the system, the route studies are guided by eight
objectives.

- Determine the types of roadway improvements needed for each
route including additional lanes, signalization and interchanges.

- Identify and protect needed right-of-way.
- Examine ways to enhance public transportation.

- Manage access to Strategic Regional Arterial routes to improve
through traffic movement and reduce conflicts.
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- Coordinate land use and development projects with transportation
improvements.

- Identify ways to accommodate the growth in commercial traffic.

- Accommodate necessary bicycie and pedestrian travel on the
Strategic Regional Arterial route corridors.

- |dentify potential environmental concerns.

For the past twelve months, U.S. 12/20 and 87th Street route studies have
been carried out. This began with the collection and analysis of informa-
tion about conditions along both route. With information about existing and
projected conditions, possible improvements for the Strategic Regional
Arterial route were determined and a screening process identified signifi-
cant environmental conditions along each route. Construction cost esti-
mates for the recommended improvements for each route were prepared.
Consideration also was given to right-of-way needs and availability to ac-
commodate recommended ultimate improvements.

Throughout the planning process, local involvement and coordination
efforts included meeting with an Advisory Panel for each Strategic Regional
Arterial route. A regular newsletter for each Panel has informed members
about the Strategic Regional Arterial program and ongoing route studies,
and a draft report has been prepared for each route.

Following this public hearing, a final report will be prepared, documenting
the route studies, recommended improvements and public involvement
including comments from this meeting.

Implementation of improvements may occur over a period of many years
and each improvement project will involve more detailed study to develop
specific plans. Continued public involvement and community coordination
will be an integral part of the process throughout the design and construc-
tion of future improvements.

U.S. 12/20 is a Strategic Regional Arterial route between U.S. 45 and the
Indiana State Line, a distance of 18 miles. The route is designated a
Strategic Regional Arterial on 95th Street between U.S. 45 and Ewing
Avenue, on Ewing Avenue Between 95th Street and Indianapolis Boule-
vard and on Indianapolis Boulevard between Ewing Avenue and the Indi-
ana State Line. The route passes through the communities of Hickory
Hills, Palos Hills, Chicago Ridge, Bridgeview, Oak Lawn, Evergreen Park
and Chicago.
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As part of the SRA system, U.S. 12/20 is connected to the regional trans-
portation facilities by seven intersecting Strategic Regional Arterial Routes:
U.S. 45, Harlem Avenue, Cicero Avenue, Pulaski Road, Western Avenue,
Stony Island Avenue and Torrence Avenue. The Tri-State Tollway, 1-294 ,
and the Dan Ryan Expressway, I-94, are the two expressways intersecting
with U.S. 12/20. Major transit facilities that intersect U.S. 12/20 include the
Metra lines Norfolk Southern, the Rock Island Main Line, the Rock Island

Beverly Branch, the Metra Electric Main Line and the CTA Dan Ryan rapid
transit line.

U.S. 12/20 is classified as a suburban SRA route from U.S. 45 to Harlem
Avenue and as an urban SRA route from Harlem Avenue to the indiana
State Line. For a suburban SRA route it is desirable to have three through
lanes in each direction with at least a 120-foot wide right-of-way. For an
urban SRA route it is desirable to provide a minimum of two through lanes
with at least a 72-foot wide right-of-way.

The projected travel demand for U.S. 12/20 in the year 2010 varies over the
length of the route. Between U.S. 45 and Tri-State Tollway the projected
traffic is less than 30,000 vehicles per day; between Harlem Avenue and
Pulaski Road the projected traffic is between 30,000 and 40,000 vehicles
per day; between Pulaski Road and Western Avenue the projected traffic is
between 40,000 and 50,000 vehicles per day; between Western Avenue
and Cottage Grove Avenue the projected traffic is between 30,000 and
40,000 vehicles per day; and, between Cottage Grove Avenue and the
Indiana State Line the projected traffic is less than 30,000.

The recommended roadway improvement for 95th Street between U.S. 45
and Harlem Avenue maintains a consistent two through traffic lanes in
each direction with an 18-foot center median. The ultimate desirable right-
of-way width is 120 feet for this roadway improvement. ks also recom-
mended that all existing traffic signals between U.S. 45 and Harlem Av-
enue be coordinated to improve traffic fiow at a relatively low cost. ltis
recommended that right-of-way be protected in the northeast quadrant of

the interchange at Tri-State for eventual implementation of a Park-N-Ride
lot.

The recommended roadway improvement for 95th Street between Harlem
Avenue and Western Avenue maintains a consistent three lanes in each
direction with a 12-foot center median. Implementation of this roadway
improvement will require the relocation of all on-street parking. Other
improvements include the coordination of all existing traffic signals to
improve traffic flow and the construction of a parking deck at the Qak Lawn

Metra Norfolk Southern commuter station to promote increased transit
usage.
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The recommended roadway improvement for 95th Street between Western
Avenue and Cottage Grove Avenue is 6 through lanes with the existing
center median during peak hours and 4 through lanes with the existing
center median during off peak hours. Impiementation of this roadway
improvement will require on-street parking be prohibited during peak hours.
It is recommended that the curb lanes be used only by bus and other high
occupancy vehicles during the peak hour travel period. To increase traffic
fiow all existing traffic signals should be coordinated. Additional parking
and other improvements are recommended for the Metra Rock Island Main

and Beverly Branch lines and CTA rapid transit station at the Dan Ryan
Expressway.

The recommended roadway improvement on 95th Street between Cottage
Grove Avenue and Torrence Avenue is a consistent three lanes in each
direction with an eighteen-foot center median. The ultimate desirable right-
of-way width for this roadway improvement is 120 feet. It is recommended
that major intersection improverments be implemented at the 95th Street/
Stony Island intersection, such as dual left turn lanes on all intersection

legs. All existing traffic signals should be coordinated to improve traffic
fiow.

The recommended roadway improvement for 95th Street between
Torrence Avenue and Ewing Avenue is a consistent two through lanes in
each direction with a 12-foot center median. 1t is recommended that all
existing traffic signals be coordinated.

The recommended roadway improvement for Ewing Avenue between 95th
Street and Indianapolis Boulevard is two through lanes in each direction
with coordination of existing traffic signals.

The recommended roadway improvement for indianapolis Boulevard be-
tween Ewing Avenue and the Indiana State Line is a consistent three
through lanes in each direction with a 12-foot center median.

87th Street is a Strategic Regional Arterial route between Cicero Avenue
and interstate 94, the Dan Ryan Expressway. The route passes through
the communities of Hometown, Evergreen Park and Chicago.

As part of the Strategic Regional Arterial system, 87th Street is connected
to the regional transportation facilities by three intersecting SRA routes:
Cicero Avenue, Pulaski Road and Western Avenue. Interstate 94, the Dan
Ryan Expressway, is the major expressway facility intersecting 87th Street.
Major transit facilities that intersect 87th Street include the Metra Norfolk
Southern and Rock Island lines and CTA rapid transit facility at the Dan
Ryan Expressway.
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87th Street has been classified as an urban Strategic Regional Arterial
route. For anurban SRA route it is desirable to provide a minimum of two
through lanes in each direction with at least a 72-foot wide right-of-way.

The projected travel demand for 87th Street in the year 2010 varies over
the length of the route. Between Cicero Avenue and Damen Avenue the
projected traffic is between 40,000 and 50,000 vehicles per day; between
Damen Avenue and Halsted Street the projected traffic is between 30,000
and 40,000 vehicles per day; between Halsted Street and the Dan Ryan
Expressway the projected traffic is less than 30,000 vehicles per day.

The recommended roadway improvement for 87th Street between Cicero
Avenue and Western Avenue is three eastbound through lanes and two
westbound through lanes with a 12-foot center median. It is recommended
that all existing traffic signals be coordinated to improve traffic fiow.

The recommended roadway improvement for 87th Street between Western
Avenue and Halsted Street is 3 through lanes in each direction during peak
hours and 2 through lanes in each direction during off peak hours. Imple-
mentation of this roadway improvement will require elimination of all on-

street parking during the peak hours. All existing traffic signals should be
coordinated.

The recommended roadway improvement for 87th Street between Halsted
Street and the Dan Ryan Expressway is a consistent three through lanes in
each direction with a 12 to 18-foot center median. Implementation of this
roadway improvement will require a minor roadway realignment and a 90-
foot right-of-way width near the Dan Ryan Expressway. R is also recom-

mended that a parking deck be constructed near the CTA Dan Ryan rapid
transit line.

Additional information concerning the Strategic Regional Arterial Program,
as well as the studies and recommended improvements for U.S. 12/20
(95th Street) and 87th Street as part of the Strategic Regional Arterial
system may be viewed in the adjoining room. Representatives of the
Department of Transportation and the project consultant wili be available to
answer questions. A court reporter, also located in an adjoining room, will
be available to take any statement you may wish to make. Written com-
ments may be submitted at this meeting or may be sent to the Department
of Transportation at the address shown in the project brochure.

Thank you for participating in this public hearing.
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Opening Statement
Lawrence Busking: Residents of the 19th Ward of
Chicago would welcome the opportunity to approve the flow of
traffic on U.S. 12/20, but we do not want to downgrade our
neighborhood to improve a street, After reading the draft of
the study, I have detected some misconceptions about our area

which need to be addressed.

Parking, Sidewalks and Frontage Roads, On Page 51,

Section 3.4.2, it says, "on-street parking is permitted
throughout, but it's not extensively used.® The report's most
serious flaw has been its failure to take into account the
extensive strip shopping and associated on-street parking from
Western to Ashland Avenues. The report has also flawed to take
into account the cohesive nature of the surrounding residential
area and its reliance on the shopping strip.

Transit, Although the report acknowledges public
transportation, it fails to take into account the relationship
between public transportation, and the traveling public and
their destinations. As a result, public transportation seems
to be given second class status while it i{s used as an excuse
to widen this route for private transportation flow.

Historical Significance, Page 53, Section 3.4.3, The
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report has the boundaries of the Ridge Historical District all
wrong. Prospect Avenue is the eastern boundary, while Hoyne
Avenue is the western boundary.

Sensitive Land Uses, This section identifies some of

the public buildings directly on 95th Street, but does not
identify other public areas close to the route which are
accessed by 95th and its cross streets. (i.e., Ridge Park,
Kellog School, Christ The King School, four (4} churches, and a
regional shopping center}. Because of the makeup of this area,
heavy pedestrian traffic is a hallmark of this cohesive
neighborhood and is entirely neglected by this report.

Development Characteristics, Page 53, Section 3.4.4,

Development Access and Setbacks, "Curb cuts provide access to
the strip commercial establishments.®" This statement is wholly
wrong as on-street parking provides for the majority of parking

for shopping.

Recommended Improvements, Pages 53 to 57, Section

3.4.5; On Page 54, the report recommends the widening 95th

Street; On Page 57 under, "Potential Environmental Concerns,"”
the report says, "no major widening®" is proposed, and yet in
table 3.18, the estimated cost of this non-major widening is

$9.1 million., 1In comparison, the major widening of 95th street
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from 96th Avenue to Harlem Avenue is estimated to cost $12.5
million. What exactly constitutes major widening and its
impact? Doesn't the people environment of a cohesive
neighborhood count for something in an impact statement?

Traffic Signalization, Page 56, "All traffic signals

should be interconnected into a signal system."

This one statement is the highlight of this report. 1If traffic
can be improved up or down 95th Street without having to stop
at every traffic signal, you would have accomplished the one

goal on which we can all agree.

87TH STREET SEGMENT 2

Sensitive Land Uses, Page 99, Section 3.10.3, The area

of the abandoned railroad right-of-way near 87th and Damen
Avenue and the adjacent Dan Ryan Woods has been identified as a
high-quality wetland area with many rare and endangered plant
Species, This fact must be included in the SRA report.

Since 87th Street lends itself to heavier traffic
volume and since it also passes under the Tri-State Tollway
(I1-294) and the Skyway (I-90), perhaps consideration should be
given to providing access to these highways and designating

87th Street as the preferred long trip SRA.
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Calvin Pearce: First and foremost, I understand that
IDOT has an obligation to try to utilize the consultants o
come up with the current picture for aviating the traffic
problem. The only problem is that with that professional
consultant's opinion, we lose sight of what the priorities are
for the communities that are involved.

The traffic is there. It exists because of businesses
that are nourishing. This is the reason why people come in.
If you do anything that upsets that business flow, then there
will be no need for the expansion, after the fact, having
serious concern needs to be considered when you look at the
loss of parking meter revenue. That loss of revenue is going
to be felt by the City of Chicago and also by all the suburban
cities and have a very serious impact on our schools. Those
businesses that fail because of the loss of street parking,
it's going to cause students to lose jobs; it's going to
destroy businesses, businesses that support schools right now,
businesses that are helping to turn the whole educational
process around.

I don't think we need a 95th expressway. The reason
why is because loss of one life, one child. Because of this,

eXpansion would be too much of a price to pay. I think that
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the Illinois Department of Transportation should be supporting
our return to standards in education and shquld be doing all
that they can to nurture family and the community.

And I think that those, as priorities, is what will
make our state great. I don't know what the solution is; I
just know that it's not widening 95th Street and destroying
businesses, because most of our students will not be going off
to college to become rocket scientists. The majority of our
students will be coming right back to work in those businesses

that flourish on 95th Street and B87th Street,

Lois Weber: I am the Executive Director of the 95th
Street Beverly Hills Business Association. For over 30 years
the 95th Street Business Association has represented the
interests of the nearly 150 retail merchants and business
people on 95th Street between Western and Ashland in Beverly
Hills. The Association strives for growth and activity while
maintaining a safe, attractive, and economically viable
business districk.

It has come to our attention that the Illinois
Department of Transportation is looking at ways to increase

traffic capacity and alleviate traffic congestion on arterials,
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in this case, 95th Street. We understand that recommendations
include restricting or removing on-street parking, creating a
high-volume lane adjacent to the curb and possibly narrowing
the sidewalks.

The major problem facing the business disftrict at this
time is the lack of convenient accessible parking. Vacancies
are rising for this reason; business attraction efforts are
thwarted for this very reason; and the customer base is
dwindling, again because of the lack of available parking,

The 95th Street business district grew as a major
shopping area at a time when reliance on the automobile was not
so strong and no consideration was given to setting aside
vacant parcels for future parking needs. Our small businesses
strive to compete with suburban malls and mini malls, which all
provide on-site parking. It is a well documented fact that
although people will walk for miles in a mall, they will only
shop on a city strip if they can park on the block with which
they wish to patronize.

This past November, the City of Chicago, Department of
Planning commissioned Barton Aschman Associates of Evanston to
do a parking study of 95th Street from Ashland to Western.

once again, this study, as all of those done before, points to
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the fact that there is a shortage of parking on 95th Street,
The study also reports that there is no cost effective way to
increase parking, and that 95th Street businesses depend on
curb side parking in close proximity to their stores.

If the Illinois Department of Transportation follows
through on this proposal and eliminates 95th Street's 300
curb-side parking spaces, it will also be sounding the death
knell of a vibrant, residential shopping strip which in turn
will have a devastating, negative impact on the Beverly Hills
community,

In 1984 the 95th Street business district was declared
a special service area which means that property owners have
opted to tax themselves to pay for beautification projects,
marketing programs, and various efforts to strengthen 95%th
Street, and now the State of Illinois wants to create a highway
and probably a "ghost town®" in the process.

There are much broader issues at stake in moving
traffic more gqguickly. There are seriocus economic, safety, and
environmental conciderations that must be addressed.

It is absurd to think that a city strip shopping area
can survive without on-street, curb-side parking. No vacant

land is available to create parking lots, It is too costly to
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purchase and demolish existing structures to develop parking
alternatives. Parking on local side streets is minimal due to
residential parking zones and cul-de-sacs regquire more width
than currently exists on these side streets,

If a high-volume roadway is needed to move traffic
east and west, the Illinois Department of Transportation must
look for an alternative that does not bhisect a residential
community. It seems hardly fair to destroy a business district
and possibly an entire neighborhood just for the sake of

improving traffic flow,

Lester Racine: Where am I going to park my car? I
live the third house off of 95th Street north. I have no
driveway to park my car. I have to park it on the street,

Now, I go shopping at a store, any store, come back, people
that are shopping on 95th Street, they are in front of my
house; they are parked. And even the employees on 95th Street
will park in front of my house. I never have a place to park
my car. I have to walk maybe three blocks down to park my car,

which is wrong.

Lee Tolksdorf: My complaint is the intersection of
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87th Street, Pulaski Road and Southwest Highway. There is a
bottleneck there in normal times. 1If you get caught by the
light, it's a three minute wait, 1If you're in rush hour, it's
usually a six minute light if you don't make the first light.
If you're on the edge of that nine minutes, you're going to
waikt at this intersection.

I would suggest that an overpass on 87th Street,
similar to the one on Archer and Ashland Avenue in Chicage, be
put there. This way the through traffic on 87th Street would
go over the overpass and straight through and you only have to
coordinate your light between Southwest Highway and Crawford
Avenue., It would also eliminate the bottleneck of the railway

that goes in there toc, because ycu would be going over the

railroad tracks.

Patricia Boyd: Regarding Operation GreenLight, as a
senior representing seniors in the community where I spent my
youth, raised our family, and currently choose to enjoy
involvement and opportunities, I present here with the concerns
that loom regarding the Operation GreenLight proposal being
considered by IDOT for 95th Street,

Schools, youngsters cross 95th Street from nerth to
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south, south to north as often as four times per day on foot.
No closed-campuses sometime during prime time,

Concerns, Would you expose your children, or
grandchildren to the hazards that the proposal would present?
You would not, because to free a neighborhood with this stigma,
thus creates a real estate disaster.

Churches, Members enjoy the convenience of walking to
the church of their choice, many on a daily basis, crossing
95th Street during morning prime time.

Concerns, seniors' lives definitely would be
jeopardized with the present mode of traveling 95th Street
altered. Churches would suffer a declined anticipation, a
threat to their survival.

Businesses, Countless businesses provide convenient

local shopping easily accessible on feet or via handy meter
parking.

Concern, A survey organization considered the IDOT
proposal a "plus” for any business on such a route. Do local
businesses ever survive damaging manmade blows? Bottom line,

*we are our community.® oOur community life is important to

us. Qur present health is the result of constant people

participating in local decisions at the Civic Association
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level. Therefore, we consider the proposal of IDOT a devisive
one for our community, geographically, as well as in the three
years outlined above.

Thank you for this opportunity to share our vital

concerns with you. Sincerely, Patricia K. Boyd

Otto K. Kaiserauer: Basically I am a business owner
and resident of the Beverly Hills Community along the 95th
Street where I have owned an Art Gallery for over 20 years.
and, historically, it has been our desire on the street as far
as the business community is concerned., As a business
associate, as well as individual business owner, I want to
improve the parking situation along 95th Street.

Based on the outline of Operation GreenlLight, the
parking situation would be pretty much eliminated or impaired,
which would be devastating, in my opinion, to the local
business community. I am strickly speaking for Beverly, but
95th Street and Ashland also would be true for the extent of
95th Street shopping strip in Oak Lawn. But I am confining my
remarks to the Beverly area and Western Avenue. And it's very
difficult and always has been confined to added-parking, which

is essential to the business community, retailing business
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community.

To eleviate parking, as Operation Greenlight suggests,
would be so detrimental that that would, in my opinion, leave
the retail community totally wiped out because nobody can park
and nobody can come to shop as far as the residential community
is concerned, which is immediately north and south of 95th
Street, they are very much dependen%, not only dependent, but
also declined to shop 95th Street.

There is very definite danger points which cross over
from local area schools. The children have to cross 95th
Street which would become even more dangerous to the children
if they would have to contend with the increased high speed
traffic that is contemplated by this IDOT plan.

In short, my recommendations would be to improve the
parking at 95th Street as it is now, and take 87th Street as an
alternate route for Operation GreenLight and improve and expand
on 87th Street, which has a lot less shopping areas, has a
wider street, and has a better potential for expansion and
improvement for purposes of what Operation GreenLight would be
doing.

In short, this is my statement which I am saying I'm

totally against eliminating parking and in favor of traffic
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improvement. We are all in favor of traffic improvement, but
traffic improvement, in my opinion, can be acccomplished by
rerouting or reutilizing 87th Street instead of wiping out
complete businesses. Besides, I also have a strong feeling in
the residence community because I am a resident of Beverly,
that there might be a hitch in real estate in the community,
which is a very solid integrated community in Chicago property,
and would have a negative impact to the residence community,
needless to say, the commercial industry.

S50 I am against abolishment of parking; I am for
increasing of parking on 95th Street, and I am in favor of the

survival of the business community.

Gingerrugai: Alderman of the 19th Ward of Chicago. 1
am very cohcerned with IDOT's proposal, Operation GreenLight,
for 95th Street from Western to Ashland. As a particular
proposal is written, I would have to strongly oppose
implementation. The loss of commercial parking and increased
safety hazards for our children crossing 95th Street en route
to school would be the most important reason for this
opposition. Where the plan does not propose to proceed in

steps and phases, I could see that there could be worthwhile
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improvement such as signal modification and traffic
interconnecting of signals. This could be done without loss or
minimum loss of parking. I am interested in future discussions
that in fact coenhances the residential character of our
community and our adjacent small town business district.

I am very aware that there is no funding for any of
these proposals at this time and that any future action will
not be considered for many years and only after further input
in public hearings. I think an additional concern is the
potential for any damage to prospective businesses considering
relocating in the area with the thought of limited parking. We
may dissuade some pétential businesses from locating in your
area. I would offer that IDOT can do some positive PR
regarding this too. 1In fact, clear up any misconceptions

regarding it.

Jonathan A, Ellis, Himmel & Sons, 2201 West 95th
Street, Chicago (Beverly): We just want to go on record that
we strongly oppose any traffic, any number of traffic spaces
throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park business area on 95th
Street. There is no off-street parking, no off-street

parking. Every street is, "permit parking only," and if they



Strategic Regional Arterial

U.S. 12/20 (95th Street)
87th Street

Public Hearing Augqust 8, 1991 15

come in and restrict parking anytime, they're going to kill the
businesses on the street plus the fact any reduction in the
sidewalk. We have a lot of walking traffic on the street; any
reduction in the sidewalk due to bus terminals and lanes will
endanger pedestrians.

We see that if they go to three lanes that probably
there would be an increase of the traffic when using the
street. And secondly, the street in which they go is going to
increase, again pedestrian problems. We have a lot of school
kids that cross the street, tight knit community, and we would
just like to see them help us with our parking rather than make

1t a large street for increased traffic.

Eda Schrimple, Director of Economic Development for
Beverly Area Planning Association: I am here to testify
against the recent proposal by IDOT and NPIC to upgrade the
flow of traffic on 95th Street to higher volume, specifically
from Ashland to Western, to eliminate on-street parking,
narrowing the sidewalks and creating a mini highway.

The proposal, 1 feel, has not taken into account the
merchants, the surrounding residential area, or the pedestrian

traffic currently on the strip as far as parking. The proposal
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would eliminate or reduce the parking space currently
available. Merchants on 95th Street have suffered. It is now
very difficult to locate tenants on the strip right now because
that's what I do for a living, because of potential customers.
I know this for a fact. 1If he doesn't find a parking space
within a block of the store he wishes to patronize, he will go
elsewhere, so we strongly oppose.

We have been, for the past 10 vears, working to create
more parking on the street for this reason. Increasing the
flow of traffic, this is absolutely unacceptable. 95th Street
suffers from high volume of traffic right now. It would be
dangerous for children crossing 95th Street that go to several
schools there; and to senior citizens, who already find it
dangerous and refuse to shop there; and to residents, who live
on both sides of 95th Street are traveling at a high speed, the
visibility of the merchants that are located along the street
is hindered, therefore, creating a lack of customers.

If you don't see the stores, you're not going to take the time
to stop, so you will not go in there and shop.

The focus of the 95th Street Business Association and
the Beverly Area Planning Association have been to bring back

the walking traffic on the strip by reducing the fear of the
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high volume of traffic that now exists.

The Beverly Planning Association, along with the
community and 95th Street Business Association, have worked for
many years to create a shopping atmosphere with plantings,
trees, flowers etc. We have done all this to create parking to
reduce the speed of traffic. We put stop signs, yield signs,
and traffic signals, and now this study is going to undue like
efforts by the City, by all of us in order to do this.

If this proposal is enacted, all the efforts would be
fruitless. The results would be a reversal of positive
efforts, If this became a mini expressway, the merchants would
leave. There would be a lack of customers, very little walking
traffic, and it would be difficult to bring in new business
structures. They should look at 87th Street. There is no
commercial surroundings there. 1It's very little traffic

because they use 95th Street,

Adeline Ray: I am the Education Coordinator for the
Beverly Area Planning Association located at 10233 S, Wood
Street, Chicago. 1It's part of my job in working with all of
the schools in the Beverly Hills/Morgan Park community of

Chicago to look out for their best interests and %o represent
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their needs and concerns., It is to that end that I am here to
address the proposed widening of 95th Street under Operation
Greenlight and to express our strong opposition to any such
plan.

95th Street runs through the heart of Beverly and
affects the day-to-day lives of over 1700 students. This
number represents only the students who attend the public,
private, and parochial elementary and preschools whose
boundaries and geographic locations straddle this
thoroughfare., It is these children, and indeed all of the
children of this community, that this plan endangers who,
daily, must cross 95th Street to get to and from school, home,
the library, the babysitter, the park, CCD classes, church
services, tutoring sessions, sports programs, dance lessons,
doctor appointments, to get a hamburger, an ice cream cone, or
school supplies.

Increasing the through traffic on 95th Street, as this
proposal is designed to do, presents a serious safety hazard to
the pedestrian traffic, much of which is composed of our local
student population, Crossing guards now have the difficult

task of assisting children across intersections that have no

traffic signal. The Operation Greenlight plan drastically
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increase the threat to the safety of these youngsters and the
adults who are responsible for them.

Increasing the number of lanes on 95th Street would
bring on more through traffic than it would alleviate, would
turn our community hub into a speeding highway, would seriously
jeopardize the safety of our young, and would divide our
closely-knit schools by dividing those who attend them.

Beverly Hills is much more than a dot on a map or a
space to get through from here to there. Please keep in mind
the devastating, reverberating effects this proposal presents.
Thank you for this opportunity to present our strong opposition

to this proposal.

Kathy Fredricks, President of East Beverly
Association: This is a statement from that organization.
"Dear Sir or Madam, It is our understanding that your
department is conducting a study regarding traffic congestion
and traffic flow on arterial streets. Operation Greenlight is
the reference name for this study. We are concerned with 95th
Street in the Beverly neighborhood.

We appreciate your interest and efforts to improve

traffic problems. However, there is one fundamental that must
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not be overlooked and that is: It is absolutely critical that
changes considered for 95th Street in Beverly not involve any
reduction or restriction of available parking.

For many years, limited parking has made it difficult
for businesses located along 95th to attract customers. The
health of Beverly is directly related to the health of this
business area. Therefore, the East Beverly Association is
stating our position on some options which we understand are
being considered:

1. We are categorically opposed to any restriction or

reduction of on-street parking along this stretch,.

2. We are opposed to any alterations which would
increase traffic along 95th Street.

3. The implementation of bus lanes at the sidewalk or
curb is very undesirable as it would necessarily
reduce on-street parking,

We can be reached at P.0. Box 438582, Chicago, 60643

should you have a need to contact us. We appreciate your

consideration of our position.®

Arthur C. Munin, Chicagoc Policeman assigned to the

22nd District in Morgan Park: My current assignment is the
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foot patrol on 9%th Street from Western Avenue to Ashland
Avenue, My hours are from 8:00 in the morning to 4:30 p.m.

My main concern with any improvements on 95th Street
is the safety of the many children that cross the street to the
different schools. We also have a major parking problem as it
is with not enough parking on or off street for the many
businesses that occupy 95th Street.

Currently, on my beat there are over 150 businesses
from Ashland to Western Avenue. Another major problem we have
would be the senior citizens that use the many stores in our
community. Currently, within just the past six months, one
senior citizen was hit, struck by a car on 95th Street, killed
due to the heavy traffic we have now. I don't think adding a
bus lane would help, especially when it comes to the senior
citizens attempting to cross these many intersections.

I do think there are improvements that could help.
One such thing, the street could be repaved to make it safer.
There is a large lump on 95th to Damen which has caused a few

accidents. A few of these improvements would help.

Jim Cosme, Beverly Improvement Association: I just

want to go on record as our Association opposing any
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restricting or removing of on-street parking of 95th Street
between Ashland and Western. Ve feel this would cause a major
loss of business to the local stores.

It would also increase our traffic flow and would have
three major schools that would have to cross children every
day. We also have two parks that the children have to have
access to coming and going from the schools., We feel that any
increase in the traffic flow would endanger these children. We
don't see any advantage to the neighborhood in the type of plan

they are suggesting and we hope they won't do it.

Carol Vining: I am here on the behalf of the Beverly
merchants and two local retail stores. What I am protesting
against is the changes that the proposal is advising because it
would take away all of our street parking that the local
merchants need for their customers.

In other words, in shopping in the stores, most of
them don't have their own lot, their own private park, soO
without the meter parking on the street, most of them would be
out of business., Convenience is what a customer comes to shop
for, and in order to support the local merchants, they have to

give them the added incentive of convenient, safe parking. The
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changes that they are proposing, the traffic would increase,
the speed would increase; that would be endangering people
getting in and out of their cars.

This is a local residence and this is a local
community and the school kids, I think there are three or four

grammar schools, parochial shools, and I am sure you heard all

this before.

Ernest F. Kolbh, Mayor of the Village of Oak Lawn: I
thoroughly object to this proposal along with Evergreen Park
because it takes away parking for the people in the village of
Oak Lawn to shop at their local stores. 1It's a dangerous
situation because taking away that lane and using it for
traffic only allows sidewalk width between moving traffic and
the building that people are shopping in, so there is no buffer
there for the people to walk on and shop.

I think they're sacrificing all of the private
business and also the shopping in the village of Oak Lawn in
their efforts to move more traffic in the Village of Oak Lawn.
It's a dangerous situation; it should not be done. Alternate
routes should be found, not 95th Street, We saw that happen on

Cicero Avenue where all parking was eliminated and all that
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street is now, it's a pass through. And that's all they're
using 95th Street for is a pass through and that's not the
intention of the outset, and I really thoroughly object to this
proposal.

As a private citizen, Ernest F. Kolb, my wife, and my
family object because we use those stores. We get our gasoline
there. We go to the cleaners there. We shop at the
supermarkets there. We buy our clothes there. We do all those
things there. We eat dinners there at the restaurants. This
will have an effect on all of us., I really emphatically object
to this procedure, speaking as the Mayor of Oak Lawn and
speaking as a private public citizen,

I am submitting a resolution on behalf of the
President of the Village Board and Village of Oak Lawn,
Resolution No. 91-15-10, a rescolution objecting to IDOT's
proposal to eliminate parking in Oak Lawn and Evergreen Park
areas to provide left turn bays and 'stacking lanes' and taking
away the parking lane on 95th Street,

Representative James Keane, 28th District asked that I
would represent his support of the community's position in
opposition to the elimination of parking on 95th Street. An

increase is hazardous for the children's crossing. He is
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supportive of the Business Association's as well as the

community's position on this matter.

Phil Hansen, President of Beverly Ridge Homeowners
Association, Serving the community bounded by 95th to 103rd
Streets and the Rock Island Suburban Line Railroad to Western
Avenur: I am here to come out against the widening of 95th
Street for about four reasons: One, there are two schools
north of 95th Street that serve students south of 95th Street,
and they come in the morning, go home for lunch, and then they
go home in the afternoon, and that's three times a day over
that the children would have to cross 95th's traffic flow.

Secondly, there is a severe parking problem already on
95th Street for the businesses, and if they're not able to park
during those peak periods, those businesses are going to suffer.

Thirdly, if those husinesses close, that would hurt
the entire character of the neighborhood, and our neighborhood
businesses because they won't be able to survive if people
can't park to get there.

And 95th Street between Western in the neighborhood
shopping area, people walk back and forth and cross that street

all day. A lot of senior citizens would use those stores on
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95th. A lot of families, my own children go to 95th Street a
lot. Make it wide, you make more traffic come through which is
going to make it drown the neighborhood. So we represent
approximately 450 residents that live within those boundaries
that I talked to you about earlier, and for the consensus,
people do not want that change on 95th Street, They need more

parking and not less parking, and they really need more

parking, so that's basically my standard.

Glenn Williamson, Beverly Area Local Development
Company: I saw the slide show and the presentation, and it
talks about how 95th Street between Western through Balsted,
they expect the traffic to be up to 30,000 to 40,000 cars a
day. cCurrently, the traffic in their report is 24,000 cars in
the same area.

I know from looking at past traffic flow records, that
the traffic is actually decreased between Western and Ashland,
which is the area that we're concerned about in the Beverly and
Morgan Park area, I don't know why the IDOT people think that
the traffic will nearly double in the next 20 years.

Therefore, a mandate getting rid of on-street parking,

but I don't think that that's right. I don't know that they
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have any specific information that says that is the solution.
I think that what they are talking about doing by eliminating
restrictive parking, there are 400 something spaces on 95th
Street altogether, 300 of those spaces are on-street parking.
If you eliminate those spaces in response to some fancy feet
for additional traffic flow, you're going to severely hurt that
area, There doesn't seem that there is any real reguirement
that mandates such a drastic step.

The written testimony that I submitted shows that I am
strongly opposed to the recommendation for elimination of any

parking on 95th Street, I think it's going to be a terrible

thing for the businesses.

Vince Gavin: I am Vice President of Rubloff Real
Estate. I am general manager of Evergreen Plaza, and a
principle owner in the properties in Chicago that run on 95th
Street from Western to Claremont to Oak Lawn. I am definitely
opposed to the removal of parking spaces in Evergreen Park aé
well as Beverly. I feel it would have a definite impact on the
business climate of the street. 1I'm a leasing agent; I know
how hard it is to lease stores if people do not have convenient

local parking. I am also greatly concerned about the safety
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factor of people walking on the street, especially with
children in Beverly, discouraging them from coming over on 95th
Street to do any shopping. Once you have a situation where
your commercial mart or your retail strip starts to
deteriorate, it's only a matter of time before your residential
community is affected,

I think that if this proposal is perceived, an
alternative should be proposed by IDOT relative to concern and

consideration, not only for retail property owners, but also

the residents.

Mayor Anthony Vacco of the village of Evergreen Park:
Oon behalf of Mayor Kolb of Oak Lawn and myself, I want to make
a statement that we believe this is a violation of the Opening
Meetings Act. A public hearing is just what it says, a hearing
that the public should be able tc hear everything that's being
said. That we feel this is an illegal meeting because the
Opening Meetings Act,

"Resoclution No. 6-1991,

Resolution of the Village of Evergreen Park for the Illinocis
Department of Transportation to abandon all plans to eliminate

parking lanes along 95th Street.
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WHEREAS, the Village of Evergreen Park has studied a
proposal by a consultant to the Illinois Department of
Transportation recommending left turn bays and stacking lanes
at five intersections on 95h Street; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Evergreen Park has identified
the resultant loss of on-street parking totaling 98 spaces
which will have a negative economic impact on our entire
business community: and

WHEREAS, the elimination of said parking spaces will
create a hardship on local residents who support our business
community and will likely force them to shop elsewhere; and

WHEREAS, the safety of shoppers would be compromised
due to the removal of a parking lane which serves as a buffer
between a busily traveled roadway and an extremely narrow
sidewalk of less than four feet in some areas; and

WHEREAS, the removal of a parking lane would lessen
the attractiveness of the business due to the rainwater, slush,
and road salt that would be splashed on storefronts and
customers entering and exiting the businesses along 95th
Street; and

WHEREAS, the IDOT plan does not take into account the

limited number of available parking spaces to the rear of the
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storefronts when it detailed the elimination of parking on 95th
Street,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board
of Trustees of the Vvillage of Evergreen Park, Cook County,
Illinois, that the Illinois Department of Transportation should
abandon all plans to eliminate the parking lanes along 95th
Street which are vital to the economic health of the private
businesses, along said route.

ADOPTED by the Mayor and Board of Trustees this 5th
day of August, 1991.°"

I also have a letter that is addressed to
Mr. James Slifer, District Engineer of the Illinois Department
of Transportation in Schaumburg, "Dear Mr. Slifer: It is with
grave concern that the village of Evergreen Park has received
indications that IDOT is proposing to 'streamline' traffic flow
on 95th Street., We understand that it is your job to handle
traffic, but the way it is being done is detrimental to our
village.

Qur Engineer's have received various reports from your
consultants indicating that four (4) intersections in Oak Lawn

and five (5) intersections in Evergreen Park are proposed for

traffic signal upgrades and new left-turn bays. We understand
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that in order to accomplish the intent of your design, parking
must be eliminated almost 1 1/2 blocks in each direction from
the center of those intersections. Then, we get a second
document, called an "SRA Plan®, under which I am told IDOT
proposes to eliminate all parking for the entire 2 mile stretch

in Evergreen Park, to say nothing of what will be done in

adijacent areas.

The consegquence of your SRA Plan would be total
devastation in Evergreen Park. We pride ourselves on our
commerical community, and the Chamber of Commerce works very
hard in trying to keep all storefronts rented and occupied. If
parking is removed, business will die. 1It's as simple as
that. Then, we can have all vacant storefronts, and that will
be the beginning of the end for commerical enterprise in our
village.

I know I speak for our entire vVillage Board when I say
that this concept is totally unacceptable, and there is no way
that we could endorse or possibly consider a proposal of this
nature.

Insofar as the work involved on five (5) intersections
is concerned, that project will have a similar effect, and will

in essence, be getting a 'foot-in-the-door.' There are only
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six-foot (6') sidewalks on each side of the road, and if 35 MPH
traffic travels down the curb lane of 95th Street at these
intersections, there will be danger presented to pedestrians,
rocks kicked up from car tires to break store front windows,
and snow and slush in the wintertime to adversely affect
businesses within the limits of your project. There are also
very few vacant parcels that could be considered for
development of off-street parking. Your plan shows only one
small lot that could be developed for off-street parking on a
two mile section of urban roadway.

To sum it all up, Evergreen Park is totally against
the implementation of this project. 1Improving traffic movement
in general only attracts more traffic. We would prefer that
everything be left as it is, and if it takes people 10 more
minutes to get to where they want to go, then so be it.

Please take our comments under consideration before
pursuing this project any further.®

I believe 95th Street has been and should always
remain a commercial street and not a superhighway or freeway.
It was not intended for that and should remain just as it is.
Thank you very much, Mayor Anthony Vacco.

Mayor Anthony Vacco continues, representing State
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Representative John J. McNamara, 27th District in Schaumburg,
Illinois. This is also addressed to Mr, James Slifer, District
Engineer for the Illinois Department of Transportation, In re:
Improvements for U.S., 12/20 (95th Street). "It is my
understanding that there is a proposal to eliminate parking on
one side of 95th Street through Qak Lawn.

This is a dangerous proposal. The sidewalks on both
sides of 95th street are already very narrow. At some points
people are actually blocked by street light poles, and any
traffic close to the curb could seriously jeopardize the safety
of our residents, Making Oak Lawn a community with a major
thoroughfare through its middle with no room for parking will
not only ruin the business community but establishes a (7) lane
traffic expressway through the center of the town,

It is already impossible to safely cross 95th Street,
and adding turning lanes of traffic may further jeopardize a
precarious situation. Sincerely, John J. McNamara, State

Representative, 27th District."

Carolyn Williams: I am the Executive Director of the

Beverly Hills Preschool. We have a program for childern who

are 3 months old to 10 years old in a building that has a front
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that is entirely glass between 95th and Longwood Drive and 95th
and Winchester. We are very concerned about the traffic

patterns that we have to be exposed to because we have had cars

to jump the sidewalks and run through the front of the
building. No children have been hurt to this date, but we have

had to place cement flower pots along the front of the building
to slow down the cars so that they won't hit the glass. 1If the
streets are made more widened and the sidewalks are made more
narrow, that would put us in greater jeopardy because we would
be closer to the trafffic than we are now.

Also we have parents who drop off children in the
mornings between 6:00 o'clock and 9:00 o'clock in the morning,
and if we have traffic stopped between 7:00 and 9:00, it would
interfere with our parent's ability to drop off their
children. They also pick up the children in the evening after
work between the hours of 4:00 and 6:00, and if there is no
parking, they would not be able to pick up the children and put
them in their cars. We feel that it is a very serious problem
for the preschool, and the preschool does take up half of the
block so we have a lot of exposure to the traffic,

I also own a boutique two blocks west of the preschool

on 95th and pDamen, and there is no parking for the customers
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that frequent the boutique. And we have had customers come in
and tell us that their tires have been flattened because they
had to park in the Chicago Health Club parking lot because
there was no where else to park and someone from, I guess, the
health club got angry and flattened all their tires.

We have had customers to tell us they cannot shop at
our store because there is no place to park on 95th Street.
There are very few businesses that have parking lots. This
problem has always been severe, and this proposal is going to
make it even worse, and a lot of businesses are going to have
to close their doors on 95th Street. Ccarolyn J. Williams,
Beverly Hills Preschool, 1845 West 95th Street, and Razz Ma

Tazz Boutique, 2023 West 95th Street.

Louis Cavelle: I am the president of the Evergreen
Park Chamber of Commerce. I am president of Century 21 -
Cavelle Realtors, 1'd like to start by reading a resolution

that was prepared by the Evergreen Park Chamber of Commerce.
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*Resolution

WHEREAS: The Evergreen Park Chamber of Commerce has
studied a proposal by a consultant to the Illinois Department
of Transportation (IDOT) which recommends left turn bays and
*stacking lanes"™ at certain intersections on 95th Street (at
Millard, Homan, Utica, California and Campbell Avenues) in
Evergreen Park; and

WHEREAS: The Evergreen Park Chamber of Commerce has
identified the resultant loss of on-street parking as having a
negative economic impact on the entire business community of
Evergreen Park; and

WHEREAS: The safety of the Evergreen Park shoppers
would be negatively impacted by the elimination of the parking
lane that now serves as a buffer between a busy thoroughfare
and a sidewalk of less than four feet in many areas; and

WHEREAS: The elimination of a parking lane would
detract from the attractiveness of businesses due to seasonal
problems resulting from waste water and road salt; and

WHEREAS: The Evergreen Park Chamber of Commerce has
determined that the business community along 95th Street would
suffer a negative impact and since it is the responsibility of
the State of Illinois to protect its communities from
unreasonable hardship and/or loss; and

THEREFORE, be it resolved that the State of Illinois
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should not require the sacrifice of two villages' private
businesses, Evergreen Park and Oak Lawn, where similar
*easements" are planned, in its efforts to make traffic flow
more quickly in the two communities; and

THEREFORE, the Illinois Department of Transportation
should immediately abandon its proposal to eliminate parking
lanes in Evergreen Park and Oak Lawn along 95th Street in order
to provide left turn bays and stacking lanes and should
immediately begin a study for relocation of pass-through
traffic on other streets."”

As a realtor of Evergreen Park, I can tell you that if
this proposal does go through, it will drastically affect the
business community; and if it does affect the business
community, it's going to affect the residential community. I
feel a plightened area within two or three years which would
have very hard economics, a resource on not only the State of
Illinois, but the surrounding areas as well.

I further want to go on record that I think this here
has been a shamble. I feel it's not a public hearing, and I
feel it should be open to the public of hearing everybody's

comments and answers.
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Joe DiNovo: I own Mal's Men Shop in QOak Lawn at 5201
West 95th Street, and there are 10 businesses in my area; we
all share 35 parking spots on 95th Stree*t., That's 3 1/2 spots
per business, and there is a lot of retail stores and real
estate where there is people coming in and out all the time.
We are at a stoplight at 57th Avenue where there is a lot of
traffic and a lot of accidents, and to put in this thoroughfare
would increase the accidents a lot more.

Also, this is not my idea of a public hearing. A
public hearing should be discussions and answers and guestions
being answered. There's none of that going on. There's
statements, "who's going to get these, who's going to hear
them,"

Another thing is if they want to make the flow on 95th
Street better, there's a train up there on 95th Street in Qak
Lawn that has at least 34 passenger trains a week, Monday
through Friday, and at least 25 freight trains that hold up,
Yyou know, at least 7 or 8 hours a week that hold traffic up dt
different periods.

There's parking alongside of my store that would be
taken away also. This would completely devastate business in

the heart of 0ak Lawn. Also, the pedestrians' sidewalk, the
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people that walk on the sidewalk, there would be nothing left.
It would be dangerous to the pedestrians, people walking by,
and also we would have more cars going through our windows than
we already do from accidents. Moving the curb over, and moving
the sidewalk, making less of a sidewalk, would increase more
accidents and alsc make it rougher traffic during the snow and

rain, and that's my statement.

Dr. Evo Binotti: I have a practice at 5208 West 95th
Street. 1I'm associated in there with one orthodontist, one
family practice physician, a specialist, and another dentist.

I feel that this family practice physician has a lot
of ©ld people that have to park in front, and an orthodonist
that has a children's practice, and another dentist in there,
and there is no place for them to get off in the front. 1If
they park in the front, there's no way for them to get in the
office. I also live there. I have a medical -- I own the
building and I live there. I think it's very, very
inconvenient for everyone else, and if they can't have a
parking place for theﬁ to park, it would be very difficult to

maintain practice.
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Ann Binotti: I live at 5208 West 95th Street in the
big medical building. We have an apartment upstairs, and I
object to this because it would interfere with the welfare of
our tenants., We have two tenants and a family practice, and
it's important that they have parking that's available to
them. People do not like to be inconvenienced and look for
off-street parking.

And another objection I have is the fact we have a lot
of elderly people in Oak Lawn and crossing the street; six
lanes of traffic is quite hazardous because it's hard enough
getting across four lanes, and besides I don't see so much --
any jam of traffic on 9$5th Street. I lived there for 30
years. I don't see any jams that should require taking our

parking away, which is important to all of us.

Harriet Murphy: I am a citizen and have been involved
in the life of the Village of Cak Lawn for most of my adult
life. When I moved to Oak Lawn nearly 45 years ago, it was
shortly after the war, and my family was among those of the
young veterans moving into their first homes.

It is a bit of a shock to now find myself among the

old-timers. Oak Lawn grew from a small town of 8,000 to a
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community of 25,000 in a few short years. 1In the late '40s and
'50s, our downtown was compact with many businesses, both
service and retail, that were easily accessible, 95th had
diagonal parking then.

I don't want to start sentimentalizing about the good
0ld days, but neither do I want so-called progress to convert
95th to a throughway which will kill off local enterprise. For
if parking is removed from the center of town, that's what can
happen.

Many, if not most shoppers on 95th, who see
"no-parking signs®™ in front of the store they want to visit,
will simply go elsewhere, even though off-street parking may be
available,

I understand the mission of the Department of
Transportation is to facilitate the flow of traffic. I ask, at
what cost? We've already seen 95th Street widened twice; the
last time nearly eliminating our sidewalks so vital to a
business district. The danger to pedestrians on these narrow
sidewalks when traffic will be moving along 95th at the curb
without the buffer of parked cars cannot be minimized.

I hope the officials of IDOT would agree the viability

of life for our town and its citizens is at least as important
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as pushing cars through it, I plead with your people to seek
other alternatives to putting a further squeeze on our already
beleaguered business people. We want to keep the center of our

village alive. Thank you.

Thomas Murphy: I'm the alderman of the 18th wWard of
the City of Chicago. 1'm here representing the people from the
18th ward. This project includes work on 87th Street, and it's
my purpose being here today to just address the 87th Street
portion of the Strategic Regional Arterial Route,.

I think that 87th Street needs to be improved
especially at the intersection of 87th and Pulaski. I would
like to see a grade improvement at that intersection as there
are railroad tracks currently there, and I believe that greatly
disrupts the flow of traffic of 87th Street and Pulaski as well
as our Southwest Highway. It is the intersection of three
streets plus a railroad lends itself to the longest traffic
signal on the southwest side of Chicago and, I believe, the
southwest suburbans as well, It is a dangerous intersection as
well as an inconvenient intersection for traffic.

I would recommend an overpass on 87th Street to

improve the Strategic Regional Arterial Route described in this
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program or in this project. I think by doing so, it would not
only improve the flow of traffic on 87th Street, but it could
include a planned Metra station at the intersection of 87th and
Pulaski, as both 87th Street and Pulaski Road are considered
regional arterial routes. The Metra station at the
intersection of two regional arterial routes would seem to me
to be logical. With an overpass, this could be accomplished
without disrupting further flow of traffic on 87th Street and
without creating more problems than already exist at that
intersection. A Metra station at that intersection will also
help improve the flow of traffic because it would bring
additional riders and additional ridership to the Metra system.
We currently have problems within the 18th Ward as to
parking problems and traffic problems at 83rd and Lawndale in
which their Ashburn Metra station now stands. I would like to
see this grade improvement at 87th and Pulaski which I feel
would help improve not only the flow on 87th Street, but also
help traffic and parking problems which currently exist in our

ward near the Ashburn Metra station. Thank you.

My name is William Eakins from 5142 West 95th Street

in 0ak Lawn. I own American Health Foods in Oak Lawn. I just
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want to go on record as being against this proposed route that
the State is proposing. 1 believe that the State did not take
into consideration the business community, the lives involved
in the area, or how this would be very detrimental to the way
people are living in Oak Lawn, the shopping people do in Oak
Lawn, Evergreen Park, or Beverly.

I feel that the State has really much better things to
do with their money than to try to go out of their way to hurt
people, and I think this is what it's going to do is hurt the
business community. And 95th Street would be very hard to
cross for children, old people, big senior citizens'
communities, all of our senior citizens' communities here; I
feel it's going to be very detrimental to them also.

I feel that people are drawn on 95th Street to shop,
and I think that it's not going to be -- they won't have to
worry about the movement of people because the people are not
going to be going on 95th Street once the businesses are taken
down and destroyed, which is basically what the State is trying
to do,

Many businesses, as myself, do not have parking in the
back of the stores which goes for many places in Evergreen

Park, Beverly, and Oak Lawn. And if the parking on 95th Street
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is taken away, then there's no sense to stay in business, and

just close up and move somewhere else. It will be detrimental

for all of us.

Judith A. Macnamara: I'm here as a resident of the
Beverly Community. I object thoroughly to this. I think now
that I live in a community where traffic is down, and I think
it's a safe community. It's a safe community to go back and
forth between the two Beverlys as far as children and people
walking and everything, and that's going to change if this
proposal goes through,

I also own a business -- my husband and I own a
business in Evergreen which is right on 95th Street. We Jjust
purchased the building recently. Our business is dependent on
customers having access to us on 95th Street. I think this is
horrible., The sidewalks are unsafe to run traffic through
there like that, 1It's unsafe right now to run it through
there., People speed through there, especially trailer trucks
running through there. They're speeding through there all the
time. We have accidents because of that, and I can't see where
it's going to be any safer with this proposal going through.

This is going to hurt the community; it's going to
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hurt the businesses; and it's also going to hurt the homeowners
in this community., We have children all the time walking down
these sidewalks going to the schools that are located in this
community, and it will not be safe for them anymore.

I object because I do not think this is a public

hearing. I think this is a whitewash by IDOT.

Robert Macnamara: I oppose to this project on three
points of view. As a businessman in Evergreen Park, this will
definitely affect us because of the elimination of parking.
And also because of the traffic flow back and forth, people
just getting across the street, I think this will have a
definite impact on businesses in general in our entire area.

Secondly, I object because of the number of schools;
children have to cross 95th Street and 87th Street to get to
their respective schools. Also by going down these streets
that have both the center of the communities pretty much
separating the communities from one another.

I also object to this type of a public hearing. I
think that when we can hear what others have to say positive,

as well as negative, is much more beneficial for everyone.
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Rosa B, Hudson, president of the Vanderpoel
Improvement Association in Beverly:

"To whom it may concern, the prﬁposal that would alter
95th Street and restrict or remove on-street parking to provide
bus lanes would be an extreme detriment to both the business
and residential community.

The Vanderpoel Improvement Association has long
supported a strong business district along 95th Street east of
Western Avenue, Restrictions or removal of the already short
supply of on-street parking would increase the hardship
suffered by these businesses. Many businesses have had to move
out because their customers cannot park, and therefore, take
their much needed patronage elsewhere. Recent traffic studies
have shown that the area is generally parked at a rate of 110%.

The residential community is very proud of the
recreational, educational, and religious facilities available
on both sides of 95th Street, Residents of all ages daily
cross 95th Street to make use of these facilities. Many
children cross 95th Street daily to make use of these
facilities at Ridge Park.

The Vanderpoel Magnet Elementary School, located

between Vanderpoel and Prospect on 95th Street, is serviced by
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several school buses during peak driving hours. There will
further be a great increase of traffic when the Jewel Grand
Bazaar on 95th and Ashland opens fully this fall. At present,
there is already a great safety risk in crossing the street at
peak drive times. The proposed changes would increase the
density of traffic as well as the speed at which it would
travel.

Further, there exists a great need for more commuter
parking around the 95th Street Metra Train Station.
Restrictions or removal of any of the already heavily used
parking areas would push more of these cars back into the
neighborhoods.

The need for improved access through the city for all
kinds of traffic is well appreciated. However, the growth
potential and safety of a community should not be sacrificed.
1t is important that residents and shoppers have good access to
an area, It is important for residents and shoppers to be able
to stop, park, and use all facilities in the neighborhood. It
is important that the present proposal for 95th Street be
changed to help our community thrive and not just become
another drive through lane in another big city. Sincerely,

Rosa B. Hudson"
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My name is Laurie Roche, and I am speaking on behalf
of the Sheriff of Cook County, Michael Sheehan, he is opposed
to the proposed I.D.0.T.'s plan for reasons which include a
safety factor. Number one, all along 95th Street children
cross back and forth, north and south to go to school and to
both sides of the street. With the increase of traffic and
increase of speed, it would make it completely unsafe, also for
senior citizens who find difficulty in crossing a wide, high
speed street. There would be an increase in traffic on this
widened street, and it would be going at a high rate of speed
also causing traffic accidents and accidents in general.

The third thing I am opposed to would be the economic
decline of our communities, At the present time, most
residents who live in these communities walk to shop in their
neighborhood. Small businesses would be forced to go out of
business because there is no place to park and there would be
an economic decline in their community. Businesses would close
and people would soon be selling their homes. I am opposed to

this proposed I1.D.0.T.'s plan. Michael Sheehan

Laurie Roche; I live at 2624 W, 94th Street,

Evergreen Park. As a resident of the village of Evergreen Park
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for 29 years, I am opposed to the proposed I.D.0.T. plan for
the reasons I stipulated before. The increase in traffic, the
safety factor for the children and the elderly, and the
economic decline in our community because businesses will go

out of business and people would soon sell their homes and move

on. Thank Yyou.

William Ohearn: I am a vice president of the Standard
Bank & Trust of Evergreen Park. My first comment is I thought
the public meeting would be a different format than it is
today. My comments as a resident and a businessman is
concerning the affect it will have on local businesses and
on-street parking through Evergreen Park but also through Oak
Lawn and part of the Hickory Hills. As a resident, I am also
concerned about the safety issue. There would be one more lane
of traffic pedestrians would have to cross from one side of the
street to the other and also concerning the safety of
pedestrians on the sidewalk with passing vehicles and the

effect of snow and ice in winter months.

Mary Murphy, 1923 South Mazart, Evergreen Park. I am

appearing for a State Representative, Sam Burrill, 29th
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District and myself. We both are opposed to the development on
the changing of 95th Street, on the safety and traffic, and
economic plight. Our businesses on 95th Street and Evergreen
Park rely on the on-street parking to survive, and this would

wipe them out, We can't get through so we are relying on this.

Laura Shallow: I am addressing my remarks as a vice
president of Standard Bank. We're a business in the community
with four of our six offices on 95th Street. The offices
include one in Evergreen Park, Oak Lawn, Hickory Hills, Chicago
Ridge, and then we have two other offices in Palos Park, and
Orland Park.

I am also addressing my remarks as an employee of the
Oak Lawn community, the 95th Street Association where the
bank's devotion to the other banks and other businesses in the
community rely on making it very convenient for the residents
and for business people to obtain goods and services from the
community.

This proposed I.D.0.T plan will severely affect the
economic plight of the area by making it more inconvenient for
people to go do their business in Evergreen Park, Oak Lawn, and

in the other communities. The businesses' primary concern
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right now is parking. If we were to survey them, which we have
done in the past, we would list parking as the number one
problem. Despite the fact that some of the areas still have
on-street parking, eliminating on-street parking would make a
major hardship on the businesses who rely on parking to draw
customers to their businesses and stores.

Businesses in this area are not interested in speeding
up traffic. We are interested in slowing down traffic, so the
people will look at the businesses that are on 95th Street, so
that they will stop at the businesses, spend their dollars in
the community, and therefore, put money back in the area and
making the area economically viable for residents.

This also poses a direct hardship and tremendous
inconvenience because people want to park very close to their
location., We have a number of lots, vacant lots, in the
community, but people did not like to park there because it's
too far away from the businesses.

In addition, there is also the major concern of
safety. People will not want to walk on the sidewalks because
there will be no buffer from the street area. Additionally,
there is a concern with bad weather because we have snow,

sleet, and rain coming up on to the sidewalks and coming into
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the properties, And it will make it more difficult and more
costly for the businesses to maintain their businesses in an
attractive place.

This proposal is particularly bad for senior citizens,
for residents, and for children, who are a very important part
of our community. This plan does not take into account the
businesses' concerns, the residents' concerns, the concerns of
all the organizations that try to keep dollars inside of
Evergreen Park. If businesses go elsewhere, so will the
community, and so will the shoppers in the community. This
plan will cause a decay of Evergreen Park, in Oak Lawn, and
surrounding neighborhoods. There will be no need for this
plan, no need to speed up traffic because if the plan goes
through, there will be no traffic, no travelers, and no
community.

Also, I want to communicate that I am opposed to the
matter in which this hearing is conducted. I think when you
say a public hearing, I think the people should be able to make

their comments in public and should be addressed publicly.

Arthur Bliss: I am a resident of Evergreen Park, and

I simply wish to make a statement that I feel the I.D.O.T. plan
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would be extremely harmful to the business community and would
be extremely dangerous should we have parking on one side of
the street or the other side of the street and residents
running across the street to try to get to businesses that are
in the area. It just wouldn't work out,

The whole plan itself, I believe the essence of the
plan is to move traffic. and I don't believe a plan would
accomplish that much., We really do not experience traffic jams
in Evergreen Park. Saturday and Sunday, or Friday nights are
the heaviest traveled times. We do not have a problem. Wwe're
able to keep the traffic moving with our police department, and
we do not see a problem coming. The problem is being created
by the state. Why, I don't know, We are totally against this

plan, and I am totally against this plan.

Maureen Murphy of Evergreen Park: I am here to speak
against the proposal. More importantly, I want to point out
the 95th Street throughout is not just a thoroughfare, but a
businessfare, and our small business owners are very concerned
as we are in our small Village dependent on the revenues
generated from these businesses on 95th,

It is my hope that the I.D.O,T. officials will work
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with the various Village structured departments to somehow
reach a compromise with regard to the flow of traffic.
However, we have to emphasize the importance of the small

business owners in our community.

pave Lacine, manager of Concordia Insurance in
Evergreen Park: We are located on 95th Street, and we are one
of the typical smaller businesses on 95th Street, and this
would create a real problem for our business. There is
absolutely nowhere else to park except on 95th Street. There
would be a problem in the winter when you really have traffic
going right by our building.

I think it would be dangerous too because if anybody
rides, or whatever, through there, they're going to be right
next to business, and that's going to create a real problem. I
have driven down 95th Street between 94th and Kedzie. 1 am
within one or two minutes everyday. I don't really know what
they're talking about.

Overall, I just think it will be a real problem for
our business. I don't think the economic value is considered

in making this decision, and as you problably heard a hundred

times already, this is not really considered an open format, as
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many people have to stand for an hour in line. This should be

different, in an open form.

James Busch-Bach: I own the Busch-Bach Insurance
Agency at 5615 West 95th Street and also the World Travel Mart
at the same address. 1 came here with the idea that this was
going to be a public hearing, and I am very disappointed in the
way it's set up.

I feel that many of the businesses in 0Oak Lawn and
Evergreen Park would have to go out of business if this goes
through. I feel it would force most businesses out because
there would not be sufficient parking or enough parking
available in these areas. They depend on on-street parking.

That's really all I have to say.

William Sullivan, Executive Director of Qak Lawn
Chamber of Commerce: I would like to start with this comment,
that this is not a public hearing. This was advertised as a
public hearing; the legal notice said it was a public hearing.
This is a different thing entirely.

Secondly, in behalf of all of the business people and

mempbers of the Chamber of Commerce who I have talked to, there
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is no one who is in favor of this plan. The engineer himself,
consulting engineer from Bartholomew, mentioned that they did
not consider the economic impact of this plan. They merely
want to move traffic through Oak Lawn faster.

Many of the traffic problems on 95th Street feature
I.D.0.T."'s widening of 95th Street in 1966, and they're only
going to make a bad situation worse. This proposal is nothing
less than economic suicide for the business communities of Oak
Lawn and Evergreen Park, and we hope that this plan will be

given all the consideration it deserves before it is depleted.

Ruth Gilke: I am a resident of Evergreen Park and
have been since 1951, I am also employed by the First National
Bank of Evergreen Park, and I am here representing the bank.
While we are one of the very, very few businesses who will be
affected by this change or would be affected by this proposed
change, our concern is great with the remaining businesses who
totally, totally rely on the 95th Street parking.

I've lived in this town long enough to watch it grow.
Oour bank has been one of the anchor businesses in the
community, and while we have, like I say, really a problem of

parking presently, we would Jjust hate to see the business
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community decline and evaporate, which we really believe would
totally decline and thereby affect the residential community.
And also I will continue to say how the business community goes
up, so does the rent, when that fails, so does the town and

that would be a tradegy.

Deloris Kostecki: I am a resident of Oak Lawn. We
are very much against this. We have a lot of children, and
this is going to be like a highway, and it is going to be very
dangerous for our kids. And the kids have doubled, I guess, in
the last year, so we are very concerned., And also we are
concerned about the businesses on 95th Street, because if this

goes through, those people are going to lose an aweful lot of

money.

Ruth Negrete, 6033 West 95th Street, Oak Lawn: I am a
mother of 2 children, and I am also a secretary here in Qak
Lawn. I have lived here in Qak Lawn for 15 years. I am a
native of Chicago, born and raised, and I was on the south side
and we moved to the north side when I was 13 years old.

I have always been involved in the community, when I

lived up north Foster and California and in the Logan Square
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area and now in Qak Lawn. I have become familiar with what
they are trying to do now, My opinion is, "look what happend
to our great State Street." “"Look what happened with the Dan
Ryan.® And they are going to take the character out of 95th
Street. Whether you go to Chicago, Beverly Hills, or Evergreen,
Oak Lawn, or Hickory Hills, 95th Street has its character.

And I feel as an Oak Lawn resident as I did when I was
living in Chicago, you are going to take the character out of
Oak Lawn. You are going to be destroying the private lives of
Oak Lawn. I am concerned about the businesses in QOak Lawn, but
I am also concerned about the residents. Once you have this
many lanes, people will be going to the next street, the next
block, those people in turn will then be complaining to the
Village, to the police department that those people who want to
shop on 95th are taking up their spots.

And how do I know, because I am a Chicagoan, and I
have a dad who lives in Cchicago. And now you need a permit to
park on his street, and this is what is going to happen on 95th

Street.

Theodore Tuzik: My comments are, if I lose my

parking, I'm going to lose my business., It's very important
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especially at peak time. If I don't have the parking, people
will go to the mall or somewhere else and will put me out of
business. I don't see the necessity of moving the traffic
between the two expressways, expressways, which are being
worked on all summer. They're just moving us to another
traffic jam. If I lose my business, I lose my livelihood.

Thank you.

Bill Love: I think that this would be disasterous for
the businesses. I mean we lose from 75 to 85 percent of our
customers. If we lose that, we lose our businesses. The
1.0.0.T. is worried about what's going to happen 20 years from
now., I think if they put this expansion into effect, a lot of
these businesses will not survive, and I just can't see

anything good coming out of this.

Roger Benson: My family owns B.J. McMahon's. Their
business is on 5400 West 95th Street., Besides that, from a
business standpoint, it would be the difference between me
making a living and going under. I desperately need the
parking. I don't feel that 95th Street is a problem. I have

never had a problem going to the TriState or getting anywhere
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in town. Traffic flows. My business is right up on 95th
Street near the sidewalk. I see where traffic backs up on 95th
Street, but going west it's never a problem.

I also live on 96th Street, and from the view of a
resident, I don't want a faster moving street through my
community, The community is single-family homes around 95th
Street. This is the center of town. It is the heart of the
community, and by taking and eliminating parking, they're going
to destroy the business climate in town.

And people don't realize it has a lot to do with the
tax base. It could be a difference in their taxes. And there
is a lot of recommendations that nobody considers. 1It's more
at stake than the cost of building our rcad. We have a
community, and if they do this, it's going to change., 1It's
never going to be the same.

I am against it, I will do whatever I can to stop
it. This will be disastrous to our town. And anything I can
do to stop it, I will. If they think that people are upset
now, when the residents down the street from my business
realize that there are going to be customers parking in front

of their houses. This is just the tip of the iceberg when the

residents find out that they're going to lose parking
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privileges to keep the business afloat, I think you're going to
find this is going to be nothing in comparison. I just hope

that common sense prevails, and we don't want it.

Joyce Anderson, Oak Lawn Camera: I have been in
business for two years, and I am opposed to the parking being
eliminated on 95th Street., We have a business on 95th Street

in Oak Lawn.

Beth Schopper: I am also opposed to them removing the
parking from 95th Street. I feel that it would be financial
suicide for them to do it to the businesses. We are all small
owners, and the people would not walk two blocks to our
storefront to puchase something. Whether it is a roll of film
from our store, or to get film developed. They're going to the
main malls and strip malls where they got convenient parking,
and will be able to run in and out. They don't want to spend
much time getting to the store. That's what a lot of our
customers want, They want to be able to pull up in front of
the store. That's part of why they come to our store besides

the personal service that they get.

It's already very difficult to compete with the mass
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merchants without them now taking away that convenience of
parking in front of the store so they can run in and out. It

would be financial suicide for the stores.

Mark Anderson, Oak Lawn Camera Shop: I am opposed to
the removing of parking on 95th Street for the reason and the
fact that that would more than likely put my parents business
out of business, and we've been there for 22 years.

I would hate to see QOak Lawn turn into some sort of a
ghost town neighborhood up and down 95th Street which seems
inevitable with the removing of the parking which would remove
the businesses from 95th Street in Oak Lawn.

The form for this public hearing was a bit ridiculous,
making people stand in line for half an hour to 45 minutes just
to talk to a court reporter. It doesn't seem to be a fair way

to express our feelings toward this matter,

Peloris Cappel: I have property on 95th Street, 5307
to 5311. There are three stores involved. The parking in Oak
Lawn is getting to be a total premium. I bought a house
directly in front of me, and I put thousands of dollars into a

lot because we have virtually no downtown parking. There is no
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parking there, If the State goes through with this kind of
proposal, it's going to completely put all these merchants out
of business, There is no way that this could exist. They got
to have that parking on 95th, Basically that's about it. We
have got to have that parking. 1It's essential. We are all

going to be on the bread line if you don't.

John Valentino: I have been in Oak Lawn in business
for 10 years, and I just bought property on 95th Street. And
the reason I moved there is because I wanted access to the
street and now they want to take away the parking, and I would
probably have to lose my business if they did that because I

depend very heavily on the front parking. 1It's an impulse

business.

I believe there is no problem on 95th Street now with
traffic. 1It's 6 lanes now. The only time there is a problem
-- if they wanted it to flow better, they could maybe put a
little viaduct where the train is because every time a train
goes by, it's usually a slow train, a cargo train, and that's
the only time there is a problem with traffic, So if they did
something with that where they could maybe put a little viaduct

over it, it would eliminate some percent of the problem.
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Robert Kuenster, owner of the Thompson and Kuenster
Funeral Home at 95th and Central in Oak Lawn: I do oppose to
what they're trying to do with the speed limit and the widening
of streets because they're going to put a lot of the small
businessmen out of business in QOak Lawn as the parking in Oak
Lawn is terrible as people know. They will put a lot of people
out of business, and it would be loss income for a lot of

people, and people would be out of work which I am not for.

Cheryl Saladino, Oak Lawn Hair Fashion: We have been
established there for 20 years. 1In representing the other
established businesses for 20 years or more, we plan to stay in
Oak Lawn and be profitable, and we Jjust feel that this no
parking will hurt us deeply.

My other main concern is our service or inner
business, how would we service our handicapped people in wheel
chairs, our senior citizens with walkers? I find that it's
just a disastrous plan, and the final Jjudgment of it would be

totally to destroy all the businesses in Qak Lawn.

Jeanne McMeekin: I am a small business owner, and my

main concern is the elimination of parking on 95th Street
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between the Metra Station and Cicero Avenue. By eliminating
the parking on that street, you're going to have disastrous
results with the business community. Small businesses will be
actually going out of business. And congestion as far as the
traffic flow, will not be eased up with the elimination of
parking. By making parking lots in certain areas, such as 95th
and Cicero, it would just congest the area more with parking
lots there.

I believe the parking should be left as it is. And to
ease the traffic flow, the traffic signals should be timed to
make the traffic flow smoother. And 1 also believe that like I
said before, the small businesses will be going out of business
because their customers will not want to park a couple blocks
away and walk to the stores,

In our instance, we have a small appliance business,
and people would be carrying appliances to our shop for repair,
and they're not going to carry them 2 1/2 blocks to a shop, so
our business would definitely be out of business., If an
elimination took place, they should work around the eliminating
of parking and work in other areas that would make the traffic

smoother.
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Jim McMeekin: We service all appliances. 1I'm here
basically about the concern of the parking on the south side of
95th Street. Most of my customers are elderly, and I run a
small appliance business, mixers and toasters, and for a old
person, that is heavy.

They're proposing a public parking lot at 95th and
Cicero which is 2 blocks away from my business. 1It's much too
far for any of my customers to carry, I think. 1In the same
token, I can see how that will really impose on the cars not
being able to get in and out on 95th and Cicero.

They're also talking about having the Metra Station
become a 2-level deck parking. They're going to have to pay to
park there, and that's also 2 blocks now to the west. That's
why I am here, Jjust to voice my opinion, hopefully get them to

keep the parking on the south side of 95th street,

Lloyd Cieplak: I am an Oak Lawn resident, and a
senior citizen. I am opposed to this idea of adding additional
lanes for various reasons, and I know it's going to destroy the
businesses on 95th Street,

Secondly, they say that they're not going to increase

the speed limit, but even though they might pose the same speed
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limit signs, I still think the people will exceed that speed
limit sign. I think it will be dangerous for pedestrians, for
senior citizens walking, and as I said, primarily, it's going

to destroy the business district completely.

Mary Cieplak: I am opposed to this proposal. I think
if they coordinate the traffic lights first, they will be
pleasantly surprised at how well the traffic moves. And I also
think this proposal will change the whole character of our

village. We like it just the way it is.

Marianne Spitzer: We have a service station at 55th
and 95th, and we are against the widening of 95th Street. They
had a hard time getting our service station to be at the end of

town through all the businesses in our town, so I am against it,

Ron Spitzer: I have a business on 95th and 55th
Avenue, and I don't think this will help us a bit if you put no

parking on 95th Street,

Judith Pillsbury: I have businesses on 95th Street,

I am going to make this very short. all that I would like to
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say is that if this proposal goes through, my business will be

gone so I am opposed to it,

Jerome Sochat: I am against it, First of all, it's a
speedway now, and if they make it no parking, it's going to be
even worse. Now, when I try to get onto 95th Street from a
side street, it's almost like taking your life into your own
hands. And if they make it no parking, it's going to be even
worse. If people can't park on 95th Street, it's going to hurt

business and endanger our children's lives.

Ernest F. Kolb, Village Trustee, 5252 West Dumke, Oak
Lawn, Illinois 60453-2489: This is a resolution objecting to
I.D.0.T.'s proposal to eliminate parking in the 0Oak Lawn and
Evergreen Park area to provide left turn bays and "stacking

lanes®*,

"RESOLUTION NO. 91-15-10

WHEREAS, the Village of Oak Lawn has studied a
proposal by a consultant to the Illinois Department of
Transportation recommending left turn bays and 'stacking lanes'

at certain intersections on 95th Street; and
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WHEREAS, the Village of Oak Lawn has identified the
resultant loss of on-street parking as having a negative
economic impact on our entire business community; and

WHEREAS, the safety of Oak Lawn shoppers would be
negatively impacted by the elimination of a parking lane which
now serves as a buffer between a busily traveled roadway and a
sidewalk of less than four feet in many areas; and

WHEREAS, the removal of a parking lane would lessen
the attractiveness of the businesses due to seasonal inundation
of the stores with rainwater and road salt; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Qak Lawn has concluded due to
a study of similar improvements along Cicero Avenue that the
effect on the business life of Oak Lawn would be seriously
impacted, and it is the responsibility of the State of Illinois
to protect its communities from unreasonable hardship and loss.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the State of Illinois
should not require the sacrifice of private businesses in their
efforts to move more traffic throughout the Vvillage of 0Oak Lawn
and Evergreen Park,

Now, therefore, the Illinois Department of
Transportation should immediately disregard the proposal to

eliminate parking in the Qak Lawn and Evergreen Park area to
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provide left turn bays and ‘'stacking lanes' and again study for

the relocation of pass through traffic on other routes."

Karla Perkins: I think this is a progressive step
that I.D.0.T. is taking by attempting to envision the traffic
problems of the future and now pursuing solutions. As a daily
user of 95th Street, I think that this would be a positive step
to increase the through lanes, but I do hope that a public
hearing or a public meeting similar to this one is held in the
vicinity of the eastern limits of the project in order to get a

more diverse cross section of input from the community.

Joseph Coglianese, Joseph's Barbara Shop, 3570 West
95th Street: I run a little business on 95th Street, and if
they take all my parking away, it will just put me out of
business. Not only that, it's going to lower property value
around there. I own the building that I work in, and the
property value is going to go down because if you don't have
parking, the building is worth two cents.

The parking is at a premium right now, and if they
take -- what I can't understand, we did have a median. Why put

a wider one in and take the parking away. That doesn't make
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much sense to me. And my business edge concern is the
parking. If they take the parking away, you're taking my
business away, my livelihood. Not only my livelihood, but my
investment of the building. 1It's not going to be worth
anything if people are just going to drive right by the place.
You can't operate a business that way.

It's a tough street to cross right now. The median
strip is a good idea in the middle of the street, but why did

you take it out in the first place.
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Summary of Written Comments
U.S. 12/20 (95th Street)/87th Street
Strategic Regional Arterial

The majority of the written responses centered on the improvements
recommended for U.S. Route 12/20 (95th Street) from Harlem Avenue to
Western Avenue in Oak Lawn and Evergreen Park and from Western Avenue to
Ashland Avenue in Beverly Hills. The draft report recommendation to install a
12-foot wide median along 95th Street and remove all on-street parking in Oak
Lawn and Evergreen Park generated many negative comments in the following
areas:

¢ potential loss of business for merchants along 95th Street who depend
heavily on on-street parking,

insufficient/inconvenient off-street parking areas,

displaced parkers using residential streets,

loss of buffer area between traffic and pedestrians,

increased speed of traffic, and

increased maintenance probiems for merchants due to snow storage on
sidewalks and debris spayed against storefronts by passing vehicles.

e & & & ¢

These comments were similar to the comments received concerning the
recommendation to relocate parking in the peak hour and provide a bus/HOV
lane on 95th Street from Western Avenue to Cottage Grove Avenue., The largest
number of negative responses came from Beverly Hills who in addition to
reiterating many of the concerns expressed by Oak Lawn and Evergreen Park
were concerned about;

* the potential safety problems created by the confusing peak hour
roadway configuration,

e pedestrian safety with buses travelling in the curb lane, and

* bus exhaust closer to pedestrians and businesses.

Very few written comments were received concerning recommendations on the
remainder of 95th Street or on the 87th Street SRA route.

After consideration of these comments, the 12-foot wide median and parking
relocation recommended between Harlem Avenue and Western Avenue was
dropped from the final report in favor of maintaining the existing cross-section.



October 11, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, Illinois 60196

To Whom it may concern:

This letter is to protest the plan to make a thoroughfare of 95th
Street. We are senior citizens living in a residential area and
feel it would be detrimental to us and also the children who live
in this area.

Thanks for your consideration.

Conrad H. Herget 9342 So. Avers Ave

G%vvma¢/4.ﬁkﬁﬁif- Evergreen PESEAZIL

Evelyn O. Herget Same as above
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évﬂﬂru(ﬁ.ﬂ@é}tx,
CC: IDOT Mayor Anthony Vacco
Evergreen Park Village Hall

9418 South Kedzie Ave. BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING
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October 28, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, Illincis 60196

Gentlemen:

I am writing as a long time resident of Evergreen Park and
the Beverly Hills area of Chicago to protest the proposed

plan for eliminating parking and the widening of 95th
Street.

It is inconceivable that any one could feel that such a plan
would be of any benefit. The number of local businesses
that will be forced to close and or move because of this
change is frightening. These merchants, many of them in lo-
cations for years will be facing losses from which they
won't recover.

Aside from the unfairness of this, what about the residents
and school children who cross this already busy street?

The danger from increased traffic and increased speed is
evident to all of us. Why can't you people who are
supposedly experts, see what havoc this will cause.

Residents living near will also be relocating, particularly
seniors, or those with growing families, the danger of such
a speed-way 1is not attractive.

It is my sincere hope that some good common sense will be
invoked and this plan will be cancelled.

Yours very truly, /”*)
j:%ﬁ%;;§54a¢>£4f:42% i:;;%; T
Marcalla M. Moore

3558 West 95th Street
Evergreen Park, Illinois 60642

cc: Mayor Anthony Vacco
Administration Building
9418 S. Kedzie Avenue
Evergreen Park, Illinois 60642



itk ale e, .

BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING

RECEIVED

0CT 311991
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

201 West Center Court DlsTRlC'T‘ 1

Schaumburg, Illinois 60196

October 29, 1991

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to advise you that as a resident of Evergreen
Park for the past 15 years, I am opposed to the proposed
plan to eliminate parking and the widening of the 95th
Street corridor.

I find it hard to believe that any person would feel that
this proposed plan would benefit any person or business.
The losses to businesses are inconceivable.

As a concerned parent who has children attending Evergreen
Park Junior High and Evergreen Park High School, the thought
of increased traffic and speeds on 95th Street is a danger
that our community does not need.

I hope that the people involved with this proposed plan will
sincerely think about its' consequences and the plan will be
canceled. The communities of Beverly Hills Chicago,
Evergreen Park and Oak Lawn will benefit from its
cancelation.

Sincerely yours,

o . b7

Thomas L. Koenig
9034 S. Richmond Avenue
Evergreen Park, Illinois 60642

cc: Mayor Anthony Vacco
Administration Building
9418 S. Kedzie Avenue
Evergreen Park, Illinois 60642
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October 15, 1991
VIR o Vi
,ékVAQ’zﬂf—‘féy “- 7R
5‘_ g
Secretary Kirk Brown <= ’2;/i7'
Illinois Department of Transportation A

2300 S. Dirksen Parkway
Room 300
Springfield,

Illinois 62764

Dear Secretary Brown,

I have read in various area newspapers that the Illinois
Department of Transportation has announced a proposal

tc eliminate parking along 95th Street from Western
Avenue to Harlem Avenue in order to have viable usage
of additidnal lanes and to expedite traffic.

It is my opinion that such a plan would result in
irreparable harm to the business and commerce along
95th Street in the communities of Oak Lawn and Evergreen
Park.

Rather than ban parking along this stretch of roadway
the Deprtment should consider better regulation of
existing traffic signalization and other less severe
means to address traffic flow. Such alternatives would
solve the Department's problem and allow local commerce
to continue to be viable.

Yours very truly,

a

Terry {A. Steczo
State Representative

cc: Mr. James Sliferi///
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October 25, 1991
Patricia M. Berry
V.P. Most Holy Redeemer
School Board
9536 S. Millard
Eve BHREAH OF FROGRANNING

s062RECEIVED

Illinois Department of Transportation NOVO1 1991

201 West Center Court
DISTRICT #%

Schaumburg, Ill. 60196
I.D.0.T.,

Enclosed you will find the petitions of our neighborhoed
against your proposed plan to make a thoroughfare of 895th Street.
573 residents and voters have signed this petition in hopes of
stopping you from destroying our community. Not only would the
merchants be ruined along 95th street if their parking was taken
away but a serious saftey factor would result for our many
children.

85th Street runs through the center of our village. Many of
our children cross this already hazardous street daily to attend
school and other activities. Your turning 95th street into a
thoroughfare would result in even more traffic and more danger
for our children. Our play ground for Most Holy Redeemer School
is directly on 95th street. We no longer feel it would be a safe
place for our children to recreate If such a change were made in
the traffic flow. All this to save road eating trucks a few
minutes to gain access to I 294 we DO NOT feel is worth the
price!

Sincerely,

F 3777

Patricia M. Berry
9305 S. Millard Ave.
Evergreen Park, Ill.
60642

cc: Mayor Anthony Vacco, Evergreen Park
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October 17, 1991

Anton R. Iberle

9534 S. Sawyer Ave.

Evergreen Park, Il 60642
Illinois Department of Transportation ' ¢
201 W. Center Court
Schaumburg, Il 60196

CUT 23 00
Subject: 95th Street

Dear Sirs: 1 A e o d

I am writing to make you aware of my opposition to your proposition to eliminate
parallel parking on 95th Street in Evergreen Park and Oak Lawn. In my opinion,

this action would have several negative aspects. It would become more hazardous
for shopper and pedestrians to cross a thoroughfare that would be faster and busier!
By eliminating parking for merchants and businesses on 95th Street, the possibility
of less business would force some of them to close, resulting in a loss of tax
revenue to the Villages and a loss of jobs for local residents.

I strongly urge you to reconsider your proposal and not eliminate the parallel
parking on 95th Street.

Sincerely,

'/;nton R. Iberle

]“F\ ?r\¥$3

cc: Mayor Anthony Vacco - Evergreen Park

(L Rd
=
-9



i |

Patricia Telander
9421 South Turner Avenue
Evergreen Park, IL. 60642

Qctober 6, 1991

T1linois Department of Transportation
201 Center Court
Schaumburg, Il 60fﬂ£

To whom it may concern:

I am protesting the proposal to create a thoroughfare
along 95th Street. As a resident of Evergreen Park, it is
necessary for me to use this street both as a driver and a
pedestrian, The increased traffic utilization would impair
those of us who must use this street to conduct our daily
business in our community. The increased traffic speeds would
make it very dangerous for my children to cross 95th Street for
school and recreational activities,

Please consider the residential nature of the community
that would be divided unrepairably by this proposal for the
sake of expediency of those who do not live there.

:Respectfully,
cc Anthony Vacco —
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doe Farris

Flowers & Gifts

2807 WEST 957H STREET
EVERGREEN PARK, ILLINOIS 60642
PHONE 424-5200

September 30, 1991

Illincis Department of
Transportation

201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196

To Whom It May Concern:

As a businessman who has had an automobile come
through the front window of his store (even with cars
parked on the street), I cringe to think of what might
happen if there are no parked cars to serve as a
buffer. Increased speed will be an additional hazzard.

Quite a number of children walk along 95th Street
sidewalks going to and from school. I fear for their

safety if the IDOT proposed plan for 95th Street goes
though.

Please, please reconsider--and drop your plans to
make a speedway out of 95th Street.-

Sincerely,
C‘:éz:a-:ﬁ:irris
cc: Mayor Anthony Vacco
Governor Jim Edgar 7
State Rep. John McNamara

VO0 151880
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EDWARD F. BRABEC TRUSTEES
MARAZING DIRECTOR
or THE

ARTHUR R. BUTOW

THOMAS J, CLENNON
SECAKTARY

AS8'T. MANAGING DIRKCTOR PLULIBERS’ WELFARE FUND

UNION TRUSTEES

LOCAL 130, U. A.

CONTRACTOR TRUSTEES
ARTHUR R. BUTOW

EDWARD F. BRABEC
RICHARD L. WELDON 3D FLOOR., 1340 W, WASHINGTON BLVD. LEONARD V. STUTZ
RAYMOND J. BMITH CANAL 6.4200 PAUL R. BMITH
STEPHEN A, KENDRICKB JAMEB L. ALTHOFF
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 80807 WILLIAM J. REICHERT

JONATHAN N. BOOSE
278
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K.1.P. Secretarial & Resume Service 00 G
2805 West 95th Street, Evergreen Park, IL 60642 » (708) 425-6100 Ve

e
October 3, 1991 RECEEVE@

0cT 2291
Ilinois Depa{tment of LAND Acums”:m

Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196

To Whom It May Concern:

During the 25 years I have been in business it Evergreen Park, one of the biggest
physical problems faced here has been that of parking. Installing parking meters on
95th was discussed at length, but cost was a factor. Limiting parking to an hour or
two was also discussed, but cost of added police to check was too great also.

An ordinance was then passed that required all new business construction have a
certain percentage of space for parking. That was fine--but most of the buildings in
Evergreen Park (a majority of which are on 95th Street) were constructed before that
ordinance! What were they to do? They had to depend on parking on 95th Street for
their customers and often employees.

Now IDOT comes along and wants to take away that space. Perhaps you are not
close enough to the daily business environment to realize that your plan will mean
closing of many 95th Street businesses, more people out of work, less revenue for the
Village from sales tax, an increase in our taxes, and a decrease in the value of our
homes.

With this country in a recession now, please don’t add to it by implementing your

plans. Spend my tax money more wisely. We don’t need a speedway on 95th Street.
We do need the parking space.

Most sincerely,

P rarecd L, /\06‘4‘47’

Frances L. Loving
Owner/Manager

c¢c:  Mayor Anthony Vacco
Governor Jim Edgar
State Rep. John McNamara
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9417 SouwHn Tuvrey Averwae.
Evergreen Park, IL. 60642
October 6, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 Center Court
Schaumburg, Il 60642

To whom it may concern:

I am protesting the proposal to create a thoroughfare
along 95th Street, As a resident of Evergreen Park, it is
necessary for me to use this street both as a driver and a
pedestrian. The increased traffic utilization would impair
those of us who must use this street to conduct our daily
business in our community. The increased traffic speeds would
make it very dangerous for my children to cross 95th Street for
school and recreational activities.

Please consider the residential nature of the community
that would be divided unrepairably by this proposal for the
sake of expediency of those who do not live there.

:Z?pectfully,
cc Anthony Vacco E
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Most Holy Redeemer Parish School Board .-~ CT 700577 0G
8525 8. Lawndale Avenue ! . -
Evergreen Park, IL 60642 b

Rectory Telephone: 425-5354 School Telephone: 422-8280 Ui 22 Lol

1 . L ave s b 4"1

October 6, 1991

Ms. Nancy Magnus

Program Development Section Chief
Illinois Department of Transportation
201 Center Court

Schaumburg, Illinois 60196

Ms. Magnus:

The proposal calling for the creation of a thoroughfare
along 95th Street has serious implications for the entire
Evergreen Park Community. Although it may be true that
automobile, bus and truck traffic flow would be improved, it
would be devastating to the pedestrian traffic along 95th
Street.

Many of the children of Most Holy Redeemer School live
on the north side of the street and therefore must cross 95th
Street to attend school and the numerous other activities held
after the school day is over. The addition of another lane in
each direction would make passage impossible for our students.
Increased traffic volume at increased speeds pose a threat for
all pedestrians along 95th Street, especially our children as
they walk to and from school or play on school grounds, Our
playground is located alongside 95th Street.

Our children also participate in neighborhood programs
including baseball, softball and swimming which require
crossing of 95th Street. Presently, utilization of the traffic
lights has made it possible for safe access to activities,
Children will not have the opportunity to engage in many
community activities if the thoroughfare is created.

It is apparent that the study that IDOT invested in
neglected to consider the community surrounding 95th Street and
the effects on residents that must utilize the street many
times every day for schocl, recreation and shopping.

Please do not divide our parish school and our community by
creating a2 thoroughfare along 95th Street.

Respectfully submitted,

C{m Sttt i S

S ‘Lézédl_ 7\.} ﬂj : g
cc Anthony Vacco 26:é2§:;’ Léi"“fgé‘Lk— F]&ﬂbk, aéa?- A

Andrew McGann rf7~7#ﬁLh*ﬂ*~4—ﬁgL— Aﬁgrb{'4{ AP
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Oak Lawn Area Chapler # 3558

AARP

CHAPTER

PR i
N
0Cr214%.;
October 16th, ;?Q}‘“:_':;_;'a??

Mr. James C. Slifer, P.W,

District Engineer

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court

Schaumberge, Illinois - 60191-1096

Attention: Mr. Walter S. Kos, P....
Gentlemen:

1 was unable to attend your "Operation Green Light"
slide presentation on August 8th, 1991, atthe Oak Lawn Community
High School in Oak Lawn, Illinois. However, I understand your
representatives were not to receptive tothe objections
made by those present.

OQur Oak Lawn Area Chapter No. 3558 of The American
Association of Retired Perssons meets monthly at Our Lady of
Fatima K. C. Hall at 5830 West 95th Street, Oak Lawn, which is
just off the corner of 95th Street and Southwest Highway in Oak
Lawn. Many of our members come by Bus fromthe area West of
there and must cross 95thStreet to enter ourmeeting place.
Inasmuch as the parking lot adjacent tothemeeting hall is not
large enough to accomodate all memberswho drive, they find it
necessary topark their cars in a lot on the South side of 95th
Street and pray that they will get across the street alive.

If your "hair-brain" plan goes through, our members
will never get across the streetin time for our meeting (if they
are lucky).

Present merchants of Oak Lawn have a good business and
mosthave beenin business here for many years. Thelack of street
parking will cause many to shop elsewhere and many stores to
close resulting in a loss of revenue to0Oak Lawn, plus the in-
convenience to our citizens.

A Chapter of the American Association of Retired Persons. Inc.
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Mr. James C. Slifer, P. E. October 16th, 1991
Page Two

Children living South of 95thStreet will be deprived
of their right to use the Great Oak Lawn Liabrary. In other
words, the Worldof Oak Lawn, forone place, will beentirely
disrupted.

In other words please SCRAP your plans for :0Operation
Green Light" as I am sure every citizen of Oak Lawn, as well
as those in the Villages along 95thStreet are OPPOSED toit.

Yours very truly

,ﬁm@zﬁ f?m/wa'?.

Corresponding Secretary
Oak Lawn Area AARP No. 3558
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EVERGREEN LOCKS & KEYS
2805%4 West 95th Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60642
(708) 423-2890

September 30, 1991

Illinois Department of
Transportation

201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196

To Whom It May Concern:

A few years ago, we moved our place of business from a side street with
ample parking space to a location on 95th Street, where we would have
better exposure and more walk-in trade. Naturally, we depend on the

parking space in front of our store for our customers. Now IDOT wants
to take that away from us.

With parking in Evergreen Park at a premium, this could mean that a
number of businesses will close, thereby making this practically a ghost
town. Also, closing of businesses will result in higher unemployment.

We wish to register our protest with you and to beg that you reconsider
and not do this horrible thing to Evergreen Park and Oak Lawn.

Sincerely vours,

EVERGREEN CKS & KEYS
7/
Robert & Joan Nawrot

cc:  Governor Jim Edgar A
Mayor Anthony Vacco D;"" Y 1 lga\
State Rep. John McNamara
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Kenneth B. Miller, D.D.S.

2809 WEST 95TH STREET
EVERGREEN PARK, ILLINOIS 80842

September 30, 1991

- corlT it
Illinojs Department of : J
Transportation v e -
201 West Center Court M
Schaumburg, IL 60196 : .
Lo~ N . ek,

To Whom It May Concern:

It is my understanding that IDOT is proposing to ban all parking on 95th

Street through Evergreen Park, Oak Lawn and on to the Tollway. This, to
me, does not seem to be a wise plan.

Traffic on 95th Street moves at a fast pace now, so why plan to make it
faster? Our sidewalks are narrow, and the traffic driving right along the curb
would be extremely dangerous. I have heard of several incidences where cars
coming from previous drive-in fast food places on the corner have pushed
parked cars up into the store fronts. That problem has been solved, but what
about cars speeding right along the sidewalk with school children often
walking during the morning rush-hour period?

Please spend our tax money on better causes.

Sincerely, %@@% /Dﬁ //j%/x{{%j

Kenneth B. Miller D.D.S.

cc: Governor Jim Edgar
Mayor Anthony Vacco

Rep. John McNamara
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Patricia Telander * ! %1
9421 South Turner Avenue
Evergreen Park, IL, 60642

October 6, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 Center Court
Schaumburg, Il 60}’%

To whom it may concern:

I am protesting the proposal to create a thoroughfare
along 95th Street. As a resident of Evergreen Park, it is
necessary for me to use this street both as a driver and a
pedestrian. The increased traffic utilization would impair
those of us who must use this street to conduct our daily
business in our community. The increased traffic speeds would
make it very dangerous for my children to cross 95th Street for
school and recreational activities.

Please consider the residential nature of the community
that would be divided unrepairably by this proposal for the
sake of expediency of those who do not live there.

Respectfully,

cc Anthony Vacco
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Octorer B, 1981

Illinecis Department of Transportation
201 W. Center Court
Schaumbure. Illinois 60196

Ger L lemen:

1l would like to go on record AGAINST the propeserd super =i
lane highwav for 95th Street.

£ miles over the limit but Lhere are nunercus cars who pa

me by doing A40-D4 (1 assume) because thev pull awav from n
1 have aleo cbserved truckers who blatantly disregard red
lights and barrel right through repgardless of who is in the
way be it a straight drive or turn. 95TH STREET IS A
BUSINEES DISTRICT FOR A SMALL SUBUREAN AREA. If truckers
wart to make fast tracks between the Tri-State (294) and the
Dan Ryan Expressway. let them use I 55 (Stevenson Expressway)
and theyv do a good job on tearing up those roads, we don't
need them tearing up ours as well.

I work three miles from the houvse and freguentlv drive. I dn

=]
e

Another reason for not committing to this proposal is the
number of school children. not only in Evergreen Park, but in
the other suburban areas who must cross 95th St.. As a parent
who Bees what traffic speed 1s now. I worry how manyv deaths
or injuries would it take before the 1DOT will listen to the
voices of the majoritv. What about the senior ecitizens who
have difficultv in crossing the street and who take longer to
cross than us quick stepping adults? Remember. it was some
transportation department who took out all of the 18"-24"
median for pedestrian protection in the event of being czught
in the middle of the street. At least I felt safe being on
one of these concrete dividere.

Finally I want to add fuel to the fire by informing IDOT of a
child who was struck by a car while on his bike trving to
cross 95th St. 1 block west of 95th & Menard. There is no
concrete middle there, only two vellow lines which is not
enough rcom to even put vour bike horizontal without fear of
being hit. PBut the child was hit on the north side of 95th
St. Just west of the Pace Southwest Suburban Bus Barn. This
happened sometime in August (I believe). 1 work for Pace,
did not witness the hit but saw a limp child being taken to
the ambulance. I°'m sure Oak Lawn has a record of this
accident. I don’t even think that the car that hit him
stopped but I cannot be sure. Is thie just the beginning”



-3

IDOT needs to open its eves and stop being for guick traffic
patterns. Through truck traffic does not belong on 95th St.
Let. them use 87th or go around the city. 95th Street as a
croscstown expressway is not the answer. THE SPEERRERS AND
TRUCKERS DO NOT RULE COUR HIGHWAYS AND IT TIME TO GET THAT
MESSAGE TO THEM. Let them take the time to "smell the

roses' .

Sincerely,

Lo

athleen Mazurek
9511 S. Homan Ave.
Evergreen Park, IL. 60642

cc: Mayor Anthony Vacco
Village of Evergreen Fark
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October 7, 1991 ) i
0:?! 12 uu‘d?
Illinois Department of Transportation ' - e g
201 West Center Court VT S ey | ""1

Schaumburg, Illinois 60196

Re: No Parking proposals for
95th Street in Evergreen
Park and Oak Lawn, Ill.

Dear Sir or Madam,

I have been a resident of Evergreen Park since 1939 and have
had the opportunity to witness the growth of both Evergreen Park
and Oak Lawn for over fifty vears.

The growth of the business community along 95th Street has
been a result of the needs of the residents of both Evergreen Park
and Oak Lawn. There are medical and dental facilities, Drug
Stores, Meat Markets, Grocery Stores and many other businesses
which furnish the needs of these Communities without requiring us
to travel long distances.

As the residential communities developed in the past, there
was a need to widen 95th Street t¢ both handle the increased
traffic and meet the parking needs of the Community. While some
people may have been upset at the time, the end result was
beneficial to both businesses and residents.

Now the Illinois Department of Transportation has presented a
proposal to eliminate parking along 55th Street in both Evergreen
Park and Oak lLawn as a means to providing faster transportation
though both Communities. This is being proposed without regard to
the businesses and residents of the Communities. People cannot
park in residential areas while going to the business
establishments, and the business people cannot survive without
customers, patients or clients. I am 82 years old, have never
driven a car, and walk with the assistance of a tripod cane. My
family and frienas provide my transportation, but I cannot walk
long distances. How will I go the businesses and offices which
have served my needs for more than fifty years if parking is not
permitted in the area where these facilities are located? Will we
be forced to become part of the traffic problems because we must
now travel outside of our Community to secure products and
services? How will this help scolve the problem?

Your proposal is a guaranty that the business communities of
Evergreen Park and Oak Lawn will become a long line of abandoned
stores and offices. It is a guaranty that we will have to go
outside of our Community to secure the goods and services we need
with the result that the Villages will lose Sales Tax Revenues and
be forced to raise the Real Estate Taxes. This is a tragic result



October 7, 1991
Illinois Department of Transportation
Page Two of Two Page Letter

for people trying to raise families and for people on fixed
incomes. Many of the business people are also residents of these
Communities. They know and care about the needs of the other
residents. They often carry items not normally carried by major
stores because they know their customers. Many of the businesses
donate to fund raising activities, which benefit the community and
residents, because they are part of the community. When these
businesses are forced to leave, will some business in Orland
Square care about the fund raising projects in Evergreen Park or
Cak Lawn? No. They will have to say that "We can't give to every
need because of the size of the area we serve."”

I fail to recognize the need to provide for a faster means to
get from Chicage to the Toll Road. An extra fifteen minutes 1is
not worth the loss of jobs and services, the destruction of two
business communities which provide many tax dollars to the
Villages and the State of Illinois and jobs for the Village
residents. For a short time each morning and each evening, some
people have to wait for a few lights to change from Red to Green
so they can hurry off to where they are going. Most people who
take these routes know the traffic conditions, they allow for
backups, they plan ahead. It is my request that your Department
do the same thing. Plan ahead, enforce the time limits at
railroad crossings, maybe provide for "No Parking" areas from 7:00
a.m. to 9:00 a.m. on one side of the street and "No Parking” areas
from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on the other side of the Street. This
will speed traffic in the direction which is most used during
those hours while still permitting the business communities and
the Villages to exist and provide for the needs of the residents.

Thank you, in advance, for the consideration which you will
give to my letter.

Very truly yours,

7 Agnes M, Kink ©
9209 South Sacramento
Evergreen Park, Ill. 60642

¢.¢c. Anthony Vacco,
Mayor, Village of Evergreen Park
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9433 S. Massasoit
Oak Lawn, I1 60453
October 11, 1991

ro ILlOFPRO”“'”"NG

Lt hl
\ g [ t ‘\. ‘ )
Illinois Dept. of Transportation 0C1 16 Aoy
201 W. Center Ct.
Schaumburg, I1 60196 -,
2] L‘_;-.b .L\lh‘-'k #1
Gentlemen:

Apparently there is a possibility that 95th Street might
become a super highway and all parking would be prohibited.
This letter is in strong opposition to such a proposal.

Since 1959 we have lived at the above address, just steps
away from 95th Street. Over the years we have seen the
traffic on that street increase dramatically and today, it
is almost impossible to cross that street on foot. This

is a matter of great concem to our family and our neighbors.
There are no shopping malls in our immediate area ans we shop
at local neighborhood stores, many within walking distance

of our home,

Eliminating parking on 95th Street would cause a seriocus
problem for those who would drive to these stores because of
the limited parking available. As it is now, we find it
almost impossible to ever park in front of our own home since
the overflow of cars park on the side streets. If this is a
problem now, it is hard to imagine what it will be like if
even this parking is banned on 95th Street.

Please do not do this to the residents and businesses in the
area. Such a proposal can only hurt all of us.

Cordially,

}'“jiz,z (a% e w%_

Ronald & Catherine McLaren



10140 S. Komensky Ave.
Qak Lawn, Ill. 60453
Oct. 10, 1991

Illinois Dept. of Transportation
201 W. Center Court o
Schaumburg, Illinois 60196 o ;

I
i
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0CT 16155

TUOTRROD U s
Gentlemen:

RE: 95TH STREET PROJECT

We are against 95th Street becoming a super six lane Higﬁwa&l\k\" L3
without any parallel parking as proposed by the Illinois Dept.
of Transportation.

It could ruin the business community and it could become a hazard
for shoppers and for pedestrians to cross such a busy thoroughfare.

We are concerned about the transformation of a busy commercial street
into a 6 lane "speedway" and hope that you will reconsider your
current plans and find some other alternative.

Yours truly,

%’LQF 6 AL

-~ JGHN F. BORGE

;}1LLL Qk 445;4k92;

MARY L/, BORGE 07/




2801 West 95th Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60642
October 1, 1991

LI UOTPROI e s
Lo . i
Illinois Department of OCT 16151
Transportation
201 West Center Court N -
Schaumburg, IL 60196 Lo v L #]

To Whom It May Concern:

We are writing to protest any attempts at changing the
present operation and direction of traffic on 95th street
through Evergreen Park.

The designation that you are proposing would do grievous
harm to the economics of this small village. Property
owners and small businesses would bear the brunt of this
"Administrative" decision. City planners, citizens, and
business persons (code words for taxpayers, voters) built
this village around the concept of strip shopping centers
with parking available in the front of their stores. Most
of the business and property owners along this street are
not prepared and cannot accommodate parking in the back of
their buildings for tenants and customers alike. 1In
addition, the sidewalks are just a few feet from what will
be rapidly moving traffic, which creates a very dangerous
situation for pedestrians. In essence, these accommodations
were "grandfathered" in a time when the village was being
built and developed.

We find it appalling that at a time when the economy is in
such dire straits that the federal government has lowered
interest rates that another branch of the same government
would attempt to effectuate such an injurious policy.

You may add our names to what we are sure is a growing list
of individuals who will not sit idly by as you attempt to
turn our village into just a place to pass through instead
of a place to live, raise families, work and enjoy.

Sincerely, '“jféi;;_xxJéL//
7 vu?__,% 3
MW

€
Antone J. and Edna Mae Haas

cc: Mayor Anthony Vacco
Gov. Jim Edgar
State Rep. John McNamara



MARY’S HAIRITAGE e e
9506 South California Avenue v LT 7
Evergreen Park, IL 60642 ‘ e

October 3, 1991 ~

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196

To Whom It May Concern:

IDOT’s plan to ban parking on both sides of 95th Street from Western
to Harlem and to increase speed limits most certainly would be disastrous for
Evergreen Park and Oak Lawn.

Parking space, especially in Evergreen Park, is at 2 minimum, with
parking on 95th Street a necessity for most businesses’ customers. Those
places that do have small parking space will probably be plagued by others
who are not their customers using this space--leading to arguments and hard
feelings.

I have yet to see any benefits from IDOT’s plan. We certainly don’t
need increased speed. We do need the parking space.

Sincerely,

‘7%947_7%417'4,

cc:  Mayor Anthony Vacco
Governor Jim Edgar

John McNamara, State Representative



October 9, 1991 Co:

I1linoils Department of Tramsportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196

Gentelemen:

REFERENCE: RETAINING BUSINESS AND STORES ON 95TH STREET
IN THE EVERGREEN PARK AND OAK LAWN AREAS

Recently it has been proposed to eliminate on-street parking

in the communities of Qak Lawn and Evergreen Park, 1t is
imperative to have accessible parking and stores to retailn the
tax base to both of these communities. I have lived and shopped
in these stores for over thirty years and believe they are a
desirable part of the living environment, If the parking is
restricted, the commercial establishments will leave and we will
have vacant stores in place of our well established business
community.

Also, and very importantly, increased truck traffic will be

a danger to our children. We are communities of families and
schools. Additional trucks and increased speed limits will rob
us of our well established life styles.

Sincerley,

oo Plinsor—

Lorraine Peterson
10720 South Kenneth Avenue
Oak Lawn, IL 60453



HAMBURGER HOTLINE
2801 West 95th Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60642

October 3, 1991

Illinois Department ' -

of Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196

To Wiiom It May Concern:

This is to protest IDOT’s plan to ban parking on
both sides of 95th Street in Evergreen Park and Oak
Lawn. Most small businesses in these two villages
depend on the street parking for their customers.

If the speed is increased, that will definitely be
a hazard. We have enough accidents occurring at 95th
and california as it is. I shudder to think about how
many more there will be with increased speed. I have
heard several people say they will never again cross
95th Street on foot if your plan becomes fact. Too
many of our children have to cross 95th going to and
from school.

Please think of us--the small business men and
women, the mom and pop stores--who are working many,
many hours daily to make a living. What will we do if
we have to close because of lack of parking space for
our customers?

S}ncerely Yo

A

Evelyn & Vlnce

Esposito

cc: Mayor Anthony Vacco
Governor Jim Edgar
Rep. John McNamara, Transportation Committee

Y

L



9437 S, Millard Ave.
Evergreen Park,' L 60642
10 October 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation . ca e a
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196

Re: Proposal to make West 95th Street a thoroughfare
Gentlemen:

Iwish to express my displeasure at the proposal to ban
parking along the curb on West 95th Street. I really
believe this would be an extremely dangerous situation
for pedstrians walking on the sidewalk. The sidewalks
on West 9th Street are very narrow and all the buildings
but right up to the sidewalk. ' E a car or truck were to
jump the curb a pedistrian or occupant of a store would
be placed in a dangerous situation.

The many small stores along 95th Street depend very much
on having their customers park in front of their business.
To take away this parking space will invite closure for
many of these business and with their closing would also
go your sales tax receipts.

' Thope you will earnestly consider your decision very
carefully.

Very truly yours,

@f%f
Warre . Johnson

Copy to:
Mayor Anthony Vacco



ROSEANGELA'S

2807 %2 West 85th Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60642 P OF PR NG
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OCT 161931

Illinois Department of
Transportation

201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196

To Whom It May Concern:

This is to protest your plan to prohibit parking on both sides of 95th Street and to increase
the speed limit. This will certainly be detrimental to Evergreen Park, Oak Lawn, and other
businesses along this main thoroughfare.

In the first place, many businesses have no parking other than on 95th in front of their stores
(many places were built here before an ordinance was passed making it mandatory that space
be left for parking). These stores will have to close. Customers just will not walk a block
or more to trade--they find a place where they can drive up in front, even if they have to
drive a distance.

In the second place, and really more important, is the fact that 95th Street is very heavily
traveled by children walking to and from school. The sidewalks are narrow enough now
since 95th Streel was widened; with speeding automobiles coming right up to the curb--we
have no doubt that there will be children injured and perhaps killed.

Won’t you reconsider and drop your proposed plan. Life is much too fast as it is, so why

speed it up?
Smcerely

. t (
Jack Pesce and Vince Rizzi

cc:  Governor Jim Edgar
Mayor Anthony Vacco
State Rep. John McNamara



SOUTHWEST COUNCIL OF MAYORS

6701 South Archer, PO. Box 128 Bedford Park, Illinois 60501
(708) 458-2067
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CHICAGO AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY
300 West Adams Street « Chicago lllinois 60606

September 27,1991

BUREAU OF PROGRAMMING

RECEIVED
DCT 02 1991

DISTRICT #1

Mr. James C. Slifer, P.E.

ANTHONY VACCO
Council Chairman
Mayor, Vilage of Evergreen Park

ERNEST F. KOLB
Council Vice-Charrman,
Presigent, Viiage of Qak Lawn

EUGENE L. SIEGEL
Council Yice-Charman
President Village of Chicage Ridge

ARNOLD ANDREWS
Presigent Viiage ol Alisp

CHARLES F. PLOSZEK, JR.
President Village of Bediord Park

JOHN A. OREMUS
President Village ol Bridgeview

HARRY KLEIN
Mayor, City of Burbank

CHESTER STRANCZEK
Mayor, Village of Crestwood

DAMIEL A. RILEY
Mayor, City of Hickory Hils

RAYMOND J, FORSYTH
Mayar, City ol Homelgwn

EDWARD C. RUSCH, JR.
Mayor, Village of Justice

JOSEPH 5. FORZLEY
Presioent, Village of Lemont

MADELEON ROGOWSKI
President. Village of Mernonette Park

LORIN L SCHAB
Presdent, Village of Orland Hills

FREDERICK T. OWENS
Presidant, Village o Ortand Park

EUGENE G. SIMPSON
Mayar, Ctty of Palos Hewghts

GERALD R. BENNETT
Mlayor. Crty of Palos Hills

ROSEMARY S KAPTUR
Mayer, Village of Paios Park

JAMES A. RIZD
Prasident, Village of Willow Sprngs

DANIEL A. KUMINGO
Preexdinet, Village of Worth

RICHARD B. BOEHM
Counci) Luaison

District 1 Engineer

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, Illinois 60196

Dear Mr. Slifer:

In the interest of the 87th/95th Street SRA
Study, I am forwarding to you an editorial and
a full page add regarding some of the
recommendations contained in the report. The
editorial is being carried in all fourteen
editions of the Southwest Messenger Press
publication. The full page add is being run in
the Oak Lawn Independent and the Evergreen Park
Courier. Both the editorial and add were in
the Thursday, September 27, 1891 -edition.
These news clips do reflect the basic opinions
of many of the areas residents and business
owners.

Sincerely,

S~ f; ff

Richard B. Boehm
Council ILiaison




RESIDENTS
CIVIC LEADERS
ELECTED OFFICIALS

WE NEEDYOUR HELP!

AMERICAN HEALTH

. g s . OAK LAWN FIRESTONE
FOODS We're united in the fight to keep 95th street S600 W _95in Sireet
5142 W 9510 Sueel . s . 42213710
423.5099 from becoming a super six lane highway OAK LAWN
ANGELO's LeaTHer | without any parallel parking as proposed by INDEPENDENT
F inoi : 5211 W 951h Stree
o :‘:aﬁlg?ﬁ“' (tﬂ;-o T{;lmms Department of Transportation N e
) . . . . OAK LAWN
ANNIE'S LTD. Not only would it ruin the business communi- OFFICE SUPPLY
5203 W 95th Street 5211 W 95th Slreet
£36.9600 ty, but would become a hazard for shoppers Ga 40006
ARTLYNN PHOTOGRAPHY and forjh pedestrians to cross such a busy OAK LAWN TOYOTA
ree| 4 w h Slrest
1250080 thoroughfare. iyl
BAXTER PHYSICAL The Oak Lawn and Evergreen Park w:rLllage PARK MAGNAVOX HOME
THERAPY boards and chambers of commerce have issued | ENTERTAINMENT CENTER
.3759 W 951h Street 3 . 36534 W 95th Sires!
4227960 resolutions condemning the plan. Mayor Vacco 4240630
sinos reaLtors | of Evergreen Park and Mayor Ernie Kolb of |pars Hoseies & crarts
vk Oak Lawn urge all citizens concerned about 130w G e
, the transformation of a busy commercial street 4248121
BROWN'S FRIED CHICKEN]| | . X } . .
3414 W 951 Straet into a 6 lane ‘speedway’ to write their objec- PAUL J. DOBIAS
a36casd tions to: SAFE SERVICE
" $132.34 W 95th Stresi
CAPTAIN'S CHAIR ILLINOIS 4240294
422.9403 DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION RICKETTI'S RISTORANTE
CENTURAY 21, 201 W. Center Court 3172 W osin Smet
CAVELLE REALTORS Schaumburg, lilinols 60196
3923 W 95tn Siree! ROSANGELO'S PIZZA
& RESTAURANT
2807% W 951h Stresl
CENTURY 21 SRl MADEWELL DRAPERY 4722041
el FSTATE 5209 W Ssin Strent ‘a2 SOUTHWEST AUTO
B3t el 8877300 RADIATOR
4254533 EVERGREEN PARK NN A S BhipaL 6209 W 95In Sireet
COURIER 4251011
CHICAGO TITLE 3214 W 95th Street
INSURANCE 388-2425 SOUTHWEST PHYSICAL
1759 W 95Ih Sleel MEINEKE THERAPY &
2 azsres0 EXCLAMATIONS! DISCOUNT MUFFLERS REHABILITATION Ltd.
3523 W 95th Siresl 5458 W 351 Stren] 4305 W 95tn Sirest
CHRISTOPHER JOHN 4959909 s {owasr
FLORAL DESIGNS JOHNGAN.PUELPE vry MENU-MART TRAVEL UNLIMITED, INC.
130T Fh Sieet POST & LADIES AUXILIARY 3259 W GSth Sireel 5411 W 95Ih Sireat
4228313 9514 5 $2nd Averus 4776840 636-1400
4235220
Dy s AN G- KELLY-KEAN NISSAN, INC. MILEX TUNE UP VELI'S KOFY KuP
580091 4300 W 951h Street & PRAKE CENTER 8579231
4991000 9600 Soutrrwesi Highwiy
Lt
DON ROBERTS KUPPENMEIMER T2z WHITE CASTLE
CHOOL g
-y S A MEN'S CLOTHIERS NAPLES BAKERY 1o FRESTAURANT
636-2584 &0t :vnsssgl:?SItnl 4241810 3300 W 951n Steeel - Evergreen Park
T MEAT MARKET § WHITE HEN PANTRY
ECKE;G‘? W 95Ih Sireet LA;;H?;AQEA';E‘”LTD NOHM,GN\E Eg,ns[h,lfll WEAR 4501 ‘W 95th Streel
4224630 430-1964 4250786 858428

EDEN'S OPTICIANS
5569 W 251n Sreeed
439 J6%6

THIS INFORMATIVE MESSAGE BROUGHT TO YOU
BY CONCERNED BUSINESS PEOPLE
OF OAK LAWN AND EVERGREEN PARK.

WOLF'S BAKERY
3247 W §5ih Sireel
422.7429

- - -
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Water
Run-Off

The Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District
{MWRD) has agreed to grant
2 )0-year easement to the
Village of Alsip for a storm-
water run-off into the Cal-
Sug Channel. The easement
was needed for the construc.
tion of a Budgetel Mote] by
Hartz Construction on the
east side of Cicero Ave.
between 128th 5t. and 128th
Pl

Also agreed to was a
40-year lease of 6.7 acres of
land adjacent to the village's
boat launch along the Cal-
Seg. In exchange, Alsip
would give the MWRD 4.
acres of village property next
to an MWRD sludge-drying
areu south of the Tri-State
Tollway near Ridgeland Ave.
which will be used for the
expansion of the sludge-
drying operation.

However, the village's
parcel is subject to long-term
leases for billboards that
generate about $14,000 of
rental income for the village.
In the beginning, the MWRD
proposed  spliting  the
revenue but it has agreed
that the village will continue
to get all renta! income for
five years. After that, the
money would be split
between the village and the
MWRD for fifteen years.
After fifteen years. monies
would be given completely to
the sanitary district.

Deadline

Secretary of State George
H. Ryan today reminded
passenger car owners who
have license plates expiring
in September to buy their
renewal stickers at a Secre-
tary of State vehicle facility
in Chicago or Springfield or
at 8 financial institution that
sells stickers. It is now too
late to mail applications and
guarantee delivery of stick-
ers before the Sept. 30th
expiration date.

Nearly 660,000 pre-printed
renewal applications have
been mailed to passenger car
owners who renew their
stickers in September.

All“‘Pointg

Southwest

WALTER H. LYSEN

Opposition to the proposed elimination of parking along 85th Street (US
12-20) from Route 45 (LaGrange Road) to Lake Michigan is gaining
momentum as business and residents join together to fight the Illinois
Department of Transportation's (IDOT) proposal.

Both Mayor Vacco of Evergreen
and Mayor Ernie Kolb of Oak
Lawn are contemplating erecting
signs, on both sides of 95th Street
through their villages, objecting to
the proposal and urging support
from residents, Mayor Kolb told us
Tuesday.

Both Oak Lawn and Evergreen
Park Village Boards have passed
resolutions rejecting the plan, Both
villages Chambers of Commerce
bave also gone on record as oppos-
ing the move.

‘“‘Ninety-tifth Street would
become an Autobahn with cars
zooming through,’”’ commented
Mayor Kolb. *'Loss of business also
means loss of sales tax money upon
which both Oak Lawn' and
Evergreen Park depend heavily
Then, too, pedestrians and shop-
pers would find it difficult
erossing the six lane super
highway much like trying to cross
the Expressway,” added Kolb.

Vacco pointed to a flaw in the
plan that apparently has not been
addressed by IDOT. ““The loss of
revenue from sales taxes would af-.
fect not only Evergreen Park and
Oak Lawn, but the State of Ilinois
as well. With a virtual loss of 85th
Street as a commercial artery, this
tremendous source of revenue
would disappear. Does that make
any sense at all?"

This projected spéeedway would
be an economic nightmare. Loss of
revenue would be juxtaposed with
construction costs, maintenance
costs etc. and the plan should be
scrapped before it goes any fur-
ther. Negative aspects so far out
weigh any advantages that an im.
mediate abortion is the only course
of action.

ALL POINTS extends con.
dolences to the family of the late
Senator Walter LeRoy Lemke who
died Thursday at LaGrange
Memorial Hospital. Lemke serv-
ed two years in the Illinois House
{"73-'75) before moving over to the
Senate where he served for 11
years in the 24th District which in-
cludes portions of Palos Hills,
Hickory Hills, Bridgeview, Oak
Lawn and Worth.

299

Local mobile home owners and
mobile park owners shouldn’t miss
the committee hearing State
Representative Dave McAfee
(47th) is holding at 7p.m. on Thurs-
day, Oct. 10th at the Lyons
Township Hall, 6404 Joliet Road.

McAfee is co-sponsoring legisla.
tion that involves a 'Bill of Rights’
for residents of mobile home
parks, as well as an ‘Ombudsman’
program to help settle disputes be-
tween home owners and park
owners. The Illinois House of
Representatives ‘““Subcommittee
on Manufactured Housing.”

“We have thousands of mobile
home residents in half a dozen
parks in southwest suburban com-
munlties and I urge as many peo-
ple as possible to attend the hear-
ing,” McAfee concluded,

L]

Jim Gierach, Attorney for the
Village of Worth and Worth
Township, will announce his can.
didacy for Cook County States At-
torney at 10 a.m. Monday, Sept.
30th at a press conference to be
held in the Joliet Room of the
Chicago Hilton and Towers, 720 S.
Michigan Ave. Jim is the son of
Cook County Circuit Court Judge
Will Gierach.

Aronanne Lahoratarv In Vanonard OFf Todaov’'es Racanwak
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Helen Cuprisin
9233 South Homan Avenue
Evergreen Park. IL 60642
708/424-3546

EUTZAU OF PROSRAM 115

September 6, 1991 -
" \L.CL. %, L_d...) IPJM
a

James C. Slifer, District Engineer s/
Illinois Dept. of Transportation SEP]-ITSEH H ’dﬂ"
201 West Center Court _

Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096 D....- i Rhui 444

ATTN: Walter S. Kos

Dear Mr. Kos: GQ&/’JG’ ’Iﬂl",

I attended the public hearing on August 8, 1991, to protest
the proposed widening of 95th Street from U.S. Route 45 to
the Indiana state line.

First of all, this was not a true public hearing since there
was no exchange or dialogue possible with IDOT officials

as is to be expected at a hearing. Dialogue is necessary
and both sides must be heard by all in attendance.

Why on earth should established communities such as Evergreen
Park and Oak Lawn with thriving {(and struggling) businesses
be expected to welcome a plan that would drastically change
their quality of life by imposing a six-lane highway in their
midst? There is no good reason that I can think of that
would justify IDOT doing this to our residents and businesses.

IDOT does NOT have the right to:

- deprive businesses of their parking spaces, thereby driving
away patrons

- place pedestrians in danger by having traffic roaring past
them in lanes that were formerly available for parking

- make it difficult for pedestrians, especially seniors and
school children to cross 95th Street

- subject us to increased pollution from additional traffic

The state of Illinois does NOT have the right to deny needed
funding for mass transportation while it sguanders money
on UNNEEDED highway projects such as the 95th Street widening.

Sincerely yours,

[l é,%ww
cc: Mayor Anthony Vacco, Evergreen Park
Mayor Ernest Kolb, Oak Lawn




9437 S§. Millard Ave.
Evergreen Park, IL 60642
5 September 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
310 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, IL

Re: Project to add a lane of travel on West 95th St.

Gentlemen:

I wish to express my protest to the banning of all on-street
parking on 95th street in Oak Lawn and Evergreen Park, Illinois.

I enjoy walking or riding my bike on the sidewalk to do shopping
along 95th Street, and to think that speeding cars and trucks will
be within a few feet of me gives me the shudders. The sidewalk is
very narrow on this stretch of road and all the stores but right

up to the sidewalk. A very frighting situation could develop if

a car or truck should come over the curb. At least in the present
situation if a car goes out of control chances are that it will hit
a parked auto instead of a pedestrian.

I agree with the protests of the many “merchants along this street
that they will be hurt severely if on-street parking is eliminated.
At the present time about 25% of the stores are vacant and if your
plans is put into effect more than 50% will become vacant. Can the
State of Illinois and the villages afford to lose this sales tax
revenue?

The speed limit is 30 mph and most cars and trucks now travel at
about 40 mph, and with vour plan of a faster traffic flow they will
begin to travel 50 mph. This will become a dangerous situation to
pedestrians and school children along the street.

I sincerely hope you will reconsider your plans.

Very truly yours,

P lapas

Warren

Johnson

Copy to:
Anthony Vacco, Mayor
Village of Evergreen Park



9515 South Hzmlin Avenue
Bvergreen Park, Illinois 60642
September 13, 1991

BU?SNJOFPRC”:‘M-MVC
T o R MR RTE PRI -1
Mr. James C. Slifer, P.E. Fa L

~

e a 1 ' l

District Enslneer Ll
I1linois Department of Transvortation SEP iy oy
201 West Center Court N
Schaumburg, IL. 601961096 .

, - L. Feea -
e d s #'E
Attention: Mr, Walter 5, Kos, P,E,

Gentlemen:

On August 8, 19G1, I attended the sc-called "rutlie re-ring" held at the
Qzk Lawn Community High Schocl regarding "Operation Green Light", I
viewed your slide presentation, disagreeing with some points which you
attenpted to bring out, I also studied the various dilagram exhibits
which were on disrlay in the large gymnasium and directed questions and
comments to your representztives, However, I did not express my views

to the court reporter to be recorded because by thet time I felt it would
nerely be a waste of tire., I did not feel any of the men present were
interested in the comments of a "little old lady",

I have resided at 9515 South Hsmlin Avenue in Evergreszn Park for over

43 years and my home is merely about 200 feet from 95th Street, Over

the years I have seeh new merchants enter the area who have provided a
great service to the residents of Evergreen Park., Many of these small
merchants do not have parking areas and derend on street parking., To take
that away would be disastrous to them and to the consumers, The loss of
revenue from these merchants would in turn result in increased real est:zte
taxes to the homeowner, As a senlor citizen who does not receive a rension
of any sort and depends solelv on a small soclal security check and meager
life-time savings, this would createa great hardship on me in tryving to
make ends meet,

Your vlan to eliminate curb parking in our Village would merely sveed

uy traffic which already travels too fast, To make a left-hand turn

on to 95th Street is virtually impossible, For a Senior Citizen to
attempt to cross 95th Street on foot is out of the question, One had
better say thelr prayers before attempting to cross. Your recresentatives
told me that will all be eased with your proposed 12 foot median strip and
turning lanes. That sound good to a young rerson, but for a Senior, one
must first attenct to cross three lanes of high speed traffic before
reaching the median, I challenge you to come to the corner of 95th and
Hamlin Avenue someday and try it for yourself,

I also would like to know just where the snow plows would push the snow
after a heavy snow fall., Would it simply be plled on tor of the nutlic
sidewalks, thereby making it impossible for the pedestrians tc use the
walk? What happens when the snow turns inte slush and I happen to be
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=Pzge Two-

walking on that sidewalk when traffic goes flying by? My clothing
would be comrletely splattered and would result in large cleaning bills,
To take awey the parking lanes would mean traffic would be speeding
past just inches away from the pedestrian on the sidewzlk == cuite 2
hazardous condition, Your representatives c¢lsim this plan is to keep
traffic moving. At the present time, our public buses are able to

rull to the curb to take on or discharge passengers, Will you rlezse
tell me what will hzpoen to thenm?

At the present time, I am faced with the problem of trving tec find 2

srot to rark in front of my own home. To take zwzy the 95th Street
parking lane would intensify this » roblem, Additional traffic on G5th
Street weculd also add to the 2ir and noise vollution which alrez-y exists,

I brought up some of these voints while sreaking with your represent:tives.
However, I was told not to worry as things were only in the vlanning stage
and orobably would not go into effect until the yesr 2010, They nrobably
assume thet I will be dead and buried by that time, ‘fell, let me tell
you == my hair may be white and I admit to being in the 70's-- but I
intend tc hang around for a good maryyesrs yet. Right now, I am forced
to live with the mistakes made 20 years ago. Do not force those who may
come after me 20 years from now to live with mistakes you are planning

to make right now. You refer to them as "im-rovements". I call them

a DISASTER, I love Evergreen Park, Do not ruin our "Hometown", I
strongly OPPOSE "Operation Green Light',

Yours truly,

E?Mg&jug/

Mrs, Eileen Elazsey
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KELLY F. MURPHY INSURANCE AGENCY
EUFTAU OF PROGRAM' “'NG

10709 South Kilbourn Avenue i
Ogzk Lawn, IL 60453 SO A

{312) 424-3280 )
'7,4 0CT 64 1951

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
201 West Center Court
Schammberg, Illinois 60196 Ocgnber 4, 1991

IDOTS:
You can't imagine how close I came to writing 'Idiots’.

Anyway, I'm writing to voice my objections to IDOT'S plan to widen
95th Street, (a/k/a Hwy. 12-20).

) The concept is foolish. Not only will it be a very
disruptive monster to control, it will be extremely difficult
t0 negotiate.

Come to Oak Lawn. Try crossing the current three lane
highway at any time during the day. From six in the morning“til
elght at night, 95th Street is a very, very busy thorofare!

(I'm ?ot sure I spelled thorough fare correctly but you know what I
mean.,

There is & Super Market, FreshlinePoods, located at
95th and 5400 West. Try crossing 95th Street at that corner!
It is a fully lighted, (Stop Lights...the whole thing), corner.
Still, If you are on feot, be sure to have your St. ChristoPher
Medal with you..you'll need it crossing 95th Street.

And now you want to make it a six lane,one way,super
highway??? Please reconsider this idiocy. We, tﬂe people of
Oak Lawn are against any such ‘improvement®. .

2Re
KEJ.ly F. Mur Y,

%§3151ﬁ§a‘
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Beverly Area Planning Association

10233 South Wood Street, Chicago, lllinois 60643 312/233-3100
August 20, 1991

Lo osrar DM NG
James C. Slifer, P.E. ' - ‘L_J
District Engineer L
Illinois Department of Transportation nhc o
201 West Center Court M

Schaumburg, Illinois 60196-1096 "‘"r-_--’-*14l1
L_\_*ll;i.l-;l i.
Attention: Walter S. Kos, P.E.

Dear Sirs:

The Public Education Committee of the Beverly Area Planning
Association is concerned with the public schools of our
community as well as the students who attend them. Those
schools include Barnard, Clissold, Esmond,

Kellogg, Sutherland, Vanderpoel, and Morgan Park High
School, all located in the city of Chicago.

Several of those schools would be directly affected by the
suggested plan to widen 95th street to six lanes. Several
private and parochial schools in our community would also be
affected by the widening of this busy street.

Qur committee is absolutely opposed to this plan.

Crossing 95th street is already a serious task for young
people, and crossing six lanes of traffic would be
considerably more dangerous than what our children are faced
with now.

Further, there is a large Chicago Public Library branch on
95th street used by families on both sides of the street,
many with preschoolers. Crossing six lanes of traffic,
perhaps pushing a stroller, would certainly not be something
I would want to attempt - assuming there was some place to
park to make going to the library possible at all.

Since our understanding is that the lanes would have to be
12 feet wide instead of their present 10 feet, the sidewalks
would have to be narrowed, only increasing the hazards of
using 95th street.

We all appreciate that six lanes of traffic, unimpeded by
parking would move more cars more rapidly from the tollroad
to the Dan Ryan, but we DO NOT WANT MORE CARS MOVING MORE
RAPIDLY DOWN A STREET THAT IS IN THE MIDDLE OF OUR
COMMUNITY.

BAPA 15 a non-profit organization serving the Beverly Hills/Morgan Park neighborhoods since 1947.



This is a time when we must all recognize that the lives and
safety of our citizens, especially our children, simply must
take precedence over moving automobiles.

Please feel free to contact the undersigned if you wish
further comment or have guestions that need to be addressed.

Sincerely.

%ZZ%D‘?/ Loz

Gretchen McDowell

Chairman

BAPA Public Education Committee
9932 South Maplewocod Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60642-3636

312/238-0885



PHONE (312) 443-6444

SHERIFF'S OFFICE OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
RICHARD J. DALEY CENTER, CHICAGO, IL 60602
MICHAEL F. SHEAHAN

SHERIFF
August 9, 1991

Mr., James C. Slifer. P.E.

District Engineer

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, Illinois 60196-1096

Dear Mr. Slifer:

As the Sheriff of Cook County, former Alderman of the 19th Ward in the City

of Chicago and father of six children, I am writing to express my opposition

to the proposed IDOT plan for US 12/20 (95th Street) and 87th Street. I oppose
this plan for a number of reasons.

First, the proposal, Operation Greenlight, would jeopardize the safety of
children. Nelghborhood school children must cross 95th Street on their way
to and from their respective schools.

Second, our senior citizens who walk and shop in the community would be
fearful of crossing a widened high-speed street, These same senior citizens
often have difficulty crossing the street within the allotted time now and
opening additional traffic lanes would increase that difficulty.

In addition, the proposed changes would increase the amount of auto and truck
travel thereby, creating excessive nolse levels for nearby residents.

Finally, Operation Greenlight would adversely effect the economic stability of
our neighborhoods. Small businesses which are the backbone of our

communities would suffer because of the loss of street parking. This would have
a negative effect on their businesses and consequently, many of them would be
forced out of business. The result would be vacant commercial property which

is usually a precursor to blight and residential relocation.

I recognize that we are faced with an increase in traffic wherever we live or
travel however, I do not believe that your plan offers viable alternatives.

?"7;7.,,,/*/; A

ichael F. Sheahan
Sheriff of Cook County
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ILLINOIS HOUSE OF R

DISTRICT- COMMITTEES:

APPROPRIATIONS |

ELEMENTARY & SECONDARY
EDUCATION

PUBLIC UTILITIES

5323 WEST 95TH STREET
OAK LAWN. ILLINOIS 604353
708/422 9300

SPRINGFIELD OFFJCE-

CHAIRMAN
SELECT COMMITTEE ON
VETERANS' AFFAIRS

JOHN J. McNAMARA SELECT COMMITEE ON

STATE REPRESENTATIVE » 27TH DISTRICT SMALL BUSINESS

STRATTON BUILDING
SPRINGFIELD. ILLINOIS 62706
217/782-8404

August 8, 1991

James C. Slifer, P.E.

District Engineer

I1linois Department of Transportation
Division of Highways/District 1

201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096

RE: Improvements for US 12/20 (95th Street)

Dear Mr. Slifer,

It is my understanding that there is a proposal to eliminate
parking on one side of 95th Street through Oak Lawn.

This is a dangerous proposal. The sidewalks on both sides of 95th
street are already very narrow. At some points people are actually
blocked by street light poles and any traffic close to the curb
could seriously jeopardize the safety of our residents. Making QOak Lawn
a cormunity with a major thoroughfare through its middle with no room
for parking will not only ruin the business community but establishes a
(7) lane traffic expressway through the center of the town.

It is already impossible to safely cross 95th street and adding
turning lanes of traffic may further jeopardize a precarious situation.

State Repre
27th Distric



The
i Beverly Hills Gallery

Original Oil Paintings * Lithographs  Drints
— Expert Custom Framing —

2133-35 Wesl 95th Street (312) 7239-7460
Chicago, lllinois 60643

Illinois Department of Transpertation
Springfield, IL August 6, 1991
RE: "Operation Greenlight"

To: Whom it may concern

As a resident and businessman of Beverly Hills for over 20
years, I am objecting to IDOT's proposed restrictions or
removal of parking along the 95th Street business shopping
strip, and the creation of "bus lanes" along the curbs.
Whatever the ultimate objectives are on the part of the
State government on contemplating to implement such pot-
entially damaging restrictions, it is my contention that
there are much better and more viable alternatives, e.qg.
B7th Street, to eleviate traffic congestion from 95th Street
to a much less commercial and more open street that lends
itself to smoother traffic at a possible higher rate of
speed limit.

There are well over 300 parking spaces along 95th Street
(between Western and Ashland Avenues) on which the local
merchants desperately depend for their customers to park.
To take away this vital means of accessibilty to customers
in their way of patronizing their favorite merchant stock
along 95th Street would be a devastating blow meore sc to
our business community as a whole, and would spell doom

to the survival of this viable strip shopping area.

Furthermore, the immediately adjacent residential community
of Beverly Hills would be threatened as a strong, viable
housing stock as well as the residents' cohesion with the
business community. - The proverbial inter-dependence
between the residential and business community provides the
true backbone of a viable and striving community, as Beverly
Hills/Morgan Park presently presents itself.



The |
Beverly Hills Gallery

Original Oil Paintings ® Lithographs  Drints
— Expert Custom Framing —

3335 West 95th Htreet (312) 239-7460
Chicago. Hlinois 60643
_2_

Enough studies for improved parking along 95th Street have
been conducted over the years by the c¢ity and the state;

the need for m o r e parking, not less, has always been
the prime concern of the business community, the residential
community, aleng with the encouraging involvement and
guidance of the city government. To continue to do less than
what the merchants and the 95th Street Business Association
have tirelessly worked for for decades, would be irrespons-
ible. - In addition, there are three grade schools in the
immediate area of 95th Street, that have daily a stream of
school children crossing 95th Street. The proposed parking
restrictions in favor of a better traffic flow would cert-
ainly bring along higher speed limits and thus endanger the
lives of these children.

In summary, I am totally and categorically opposed to IDOT's
proposed plans for 95th Street, out of concern for the con-
tinued health and prosperity of our fine community.

Cordially yours,

cc: 95th Street Business Assn.
Ald. Ginger Rugai
Sen. Jeramiah Joyce
Rep. James Keane
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, East Beverly Association,
| = Inc.

//} P.O.BOX 438582

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS €0643

July 29, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
Springfield, Illinois

RE: Operaticn Greenlight and 95th St.

Dear Sir/Madam,

It is our understanding that your department is conducting a study
regarding traffic congestion and traffic flow on arterial streets.
Operation Greenlight is the reference name for this study. We are
concerned with 953th St. in the Beverly neighborhood.

We appreciate interest/efforts to improve traffic problems.
However, there is one fundamental that must not be overlooked and
that is:

It is absolutely critical that changes considered for 9%5th St. in
Beverly not involve any reduction or restriction of available

parXxing.

For many years, limited parking has made it difficult for
businesses located along 95th to attract customers. The health of
Beverly is directly related to the health of this business area.

Therefore, the East Beverly Association is forwarding our position
on some options which we understand are being considered -

1. We are categorically opposed to any restriction or reduction of
on-street parking along this stretch.

2. We are opposed to any alterations which would increase traffic
along 9%5th St.

3. Implementation of bus lanes at the sidewalk/curb is very
undesirable as it would necessarily reduce on-street parking.

We can be reached at the address shown above should you have a need
to contact us. We appreciate your consideration of our position.

Sincerely,

etk

Kathy 'Fredricks, President



" VANDERPOEL IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC.

Organized May 19, 1947
Incorporated November 15, 1948

9705 5. Prospect Avenue .
Chicago, Illinois 60643
August 7, 19M

Illinocis Department of Transportation
310 S, Michigan
Chicago, Illinecis

To whom it may concern:

The proposal that would alter 95th Street and restrict
or remove on-street parking to provide bus lanes would be an
extreme detriment to both the business and residential community.

The Vanderpcel Improvement Association has long supported
a strong business district along 95th Street East of Western
Avenue. Restriction or removal of the already short supply
of on-street parking would increase the hardship suffered by
these businesses. Many businesses have had to move out because
their customers cannot park and, therefore, take their much
needed patronage elsewhere. Recent traffic studies have shown
that the area is generally parked at a rate of 110%.

The residential community is very proud of the recreational,
educational and religious facilities available on both sides
of 95th Street. Residents of all ages daily cross 95th Street
to make use of these facilities. Many children cross 95th Street
daily to make use of the facilities at Ridge Park. The
Vanderpoel Magnet Elementary School located between Vanderpoel
and Prospect on 95th Street is serviced by several school buses
during peak driving hours. The fire station located on 95th
and Charles is already facing a part of 95th Street that becomes
very congested during peak driving hours. There will further
be a great increase of traffic when the Jewel Grand Bazaar
on 95th and Ashland opens fully this fall. At present, there
is already a great safety risk in crossing the street at peak
drive times. The proposed changes would increase the density
of traffic as well as the speed at which it would travel.
Further, there exists a great need for more commuter parking
around the 95th Street Metra Train Station. Restriction or
removal of any of the already heavily used parking areas would
push more of these cars back into the neighborhoods.
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The need for improved access through the city for all kinds
of traffic is well appreciated. However, the growth potential
and safety of a community should not be sacrificed. It is
important that residents and shoppers have good access to an
area. It is important for residents and shoppers to be able
to stop, park, and use all facilities in the neighborhood.

It is important that the present proposal for 95th Street be
changed to help our community thrive and not become just another
drive through lane in a big city.

Sincerely,

%@).H—plﬁw

Rosa B. Hudson
President, Vanderpoel Improvement Association



Beverly Area Local Development Company

Serving Beverly Hills / Morgan Park Since 1977
10731 South Western, Suite 8
Chicago, [linois 60643
July 29, 1991 (312) 233-7225

To: Illinois Department of Transportation
Re: Proposed Restriction or Elimination of Parking on 95th Street

Dear sirs:

This is a terrible idea. 1In the interest of providing better
traffic flow you will destroy the viability of the 95th Street
shopping area. The stores on 95th Street already have a difficult
time attracting customers due to the need for convenient parking.
By restricting or eliminating the on-street parking in favor of bus
lanes, you will drive these stores and offices out of business or
out of the area and vou will create a situation where new
bisinesses will nct move 1n.

We are a neighborhood development corporation with a l4-year
track record of redevelopment projects in the Beverly/Morgan Park
community, including a 25,000 square foot commercial building at
95th and Longwood Drive. We have assisted local businesses to
obtain over $6 million in financing for redevelopment. Most of our
projects have involved small single-story and mixed-use buildings

that form the backbone of the Beverly / Morgan Park shopping
strips.

The stores and services in these buildings depend on the
availability of street parking, They also require a shopping
street where customers and clients can identify thair business as
they drive by at a reascnable speed. Both of these requirements
would be destroyed by crezting a faster through street with bus
lanes and no parking. This will be especially true during the
evening rush hours, when customers run errands on their way home
from work.

"Operation Greenlight" will bring disaster for 95th Street and
Beverly / Morgan Park if these recommendations are carried out.

- .. ~ . - - . an . - -— Ky .
You mast search for other ways tc creates hetter tvaffic flow thz

will not destroy the business climate. More parking is needed on
95th Street, not more buses or faster cars and trucks. .

Sincerely,

G, Wllai, f—
Glenn Williamson
Executive Director,
BALDC



TESTIMORY

Glven to: The Illinols Department of Transportation/
Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission

By : The Beverly Area Planning Assocciation
Transportation Committee ’
E4 Gabriel, Chairperson &ﬂw
Regarding: Upgrading the Traffic ¥low/Densiry of 95th Street
From I-94 (Dan Ryan Expressway) to I-294
(Tri-State Tollway) and the Negative Impacts on
the Beverly Hills/Morgan Park Community Areaa,
On: Thuraday, August 8, 1991

At Qaklawn High School, Oak Lawn, Illinois

Recently a proposal has been presented by the Illincia
Department of Transpertation (IDOTY sand the Northeastarn
Illinocie Planning Commission (NIPC) wherain 95th Scraat will be
upgraded to handle a much higher volume of traffic. This
proposal involves drastically restricting parking along 95th
Btreet, the posaible elimination of the grass, tree and flower
covered median and decreasing the width (eliminating parkway
trees) of the sidewalks. What would result would be a
minl-expreaawvay running through the central axis of Bevarly's
main arterial scrip shopping center.

This Committee and these communities oppose this proposal for
the following reasons:

=Traffic along 95th Street is already at a high level for a
street traversing a low density residential area, any increase
should not be encouraged.

~An increass in traffic flow would pose a danger to
childran and also to senior citizens, who already find it
difficult and dangeroua to cross 95th Street due to the
existing traffic flow,

=The garass, tree and flower landscaped median adds
aesthetic appeal and environmentally positive attributes to the
neighborhood., We do not want the median negatively alterad or
eliminated,.

~The 95th Streac commarcial strip needs more parking in
order to survive and compsts with the stores located in the
nearby Evargreen Plaza shopping center wherea plentiful parking
ia provided free. The proposal would eliminate or reduce the
number of parking spaces currently available. This i
unacceptable.



Page 2.

-Thea Baverly Area Planning Association, Economic
Development Committee, as well a3 tha 1local busineas
aggoclationa, are currently attempting to attract more upacale
typea of businesses to the %5th Strest commercial strip. This
is being done in order to maintain the economic viability of
the bualness community, If cthis proposal 1s enacted, these
efforts will be fruitlesas., Ths result could well be a reversal
of the recent poamltive businesas trend meen along 95th Street
with devastating impacts being the result.

=Finally, we do not wish to mee our community bifurcated by
an expressway type traffic arterial,

This community is adamently opposed to this proposal and does
not wish to Bee it enacted.

Three alternatives offered which we belisve would be viable
counter proposals are, 1, time the traffic signals along 95th
Street so that traffle flows at 2 more even and consimtant
pace, 2, ume the 87th Street corridor as ths major Interstatea
1ink and 3, extend 103rd Street west through Chicago Ridge to
intergect with 1-294 and Harlem Avenue to merve as a feeder
batween Interstates,

Thank you for the opportunity to presant our point of view.

ce! Chicage Tribunae
Chicago Sun-Timea
Bevarly Review
Representative Martin Rumso
Senator Jeremiah Joyce
Amseasor Thomas Hynas
Representative Jamas Keana
Aldermean Ginger Rugail
Tranaportation Committee Members

ep4a?
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CAROLYN }. WILLIAMS, M Ed.

Executive Director

MAUREEN M. BROPHY, B.S.
Direclor

ROSA VECCHIO, M.A.
School Psychologist

IUDY PLATT, M.S.
Speech Pathologist

LOR!S RAYNER, M.D.
Consulting Pediatrician

TRICIA PLATT, R.N.
School Nurse

CLALUDIA EPHRAIM, B.S.
Physical Education Coordinator

1845 West 951h Street
Chicago, HNlincis 60643
(312) 779-9797

August 8, 1991

To Whom It May Concern:

I am here to express my concern over the proposed
changes in the streets and sidewalks on 95th streert.

I am the executive director of the Beverly Hills
Preschool on the corner of 95th and Longwood Drive.
We care for children on a full-time basis for the
working parents of Beverly and surrounding areas.
The children range from three months of age to

ten years of age. We have space for 164 children,
and we are usually filled to capacity.

The entire front of our building is glass, and we
therefore are very nervous about the traffic patterns
on 95th street. We have had a car to lose control
and drive through our front window once a few years
ago. Since then, we have placed huge concrete flower
pots along the front of the building in an effort to
slow down any oncoming cars in the future. We do not
want the sidewalk to be made narrower as this would
place the children in even greater jeopardy.

Many parents also wait at the corner of 95th and
Longwood Drive to catch the bus. They usually have
small children with them, and therefore stand as
close to the building as possible and away from the
street. Qur building covers about one-half of the
block between Longwood Drive and Winchester, so we
are very exposed to the traffic on 95th street.

The proposed changes would create a very unsafe
situation for our parents and children.

Sincereby yours,
\

arofZyn J. Williams
Executive Director

Cw
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Beverly Area Planning Association

10233 South Wood Street, Chicago, lllinois 60643 312/233-3100
Testimony

TO: 1Illinois Department of Transportation
Thursday, August 8, 1991
Oak Lawn High School
Oak Lawn, IL

BY: Adeline Ray
Education Coordinator
Beverly Area Planning Association

Good evening, my name is Adeline Ray and I am the Education
Coordinator for the Beverly Area Planning Association located at 10233 s.
Wood St., Chicago. It ie part of my job in working with all of the schoole
in the Beverly Hills/Morgan Park community of Chicago to look out for their
best interest, and to represent their needs and concerns. It ie to that
end that I am here to address the proposed widening of 95th Street under
Operation Greenlight and to exprese our strong oppesition to any such
plan.

95th Street runs through the heart of Beverly and affects the day
to day lives of over 1700 students. This number represents only the
students who attend the public, private and parochial elementary and
preschools whose boundaries and geographic locations straddle this
thoroughfare. It is these children, and indeed all of the children of this
community that this plan endangers, who daily must cross 95th Street to get
to and from school, home, the library, the babysitter, the park, CCD
classes, church services, tutoring seseions, sporte programs, dance
lessons, doctor appointments, to get a hamburger, an ice cream cone, or
schoel supplies. Increasing the through traffic on 95th Street, as this
proposal is designed to do, presents a serious safety hazard to the
pedestrian traffic, much of which is composed of our local student
population. Crossing guards now have the difficult task of asseisting
children across intersections that have no traffic signal. The Operation
Greenlight plan drastically increases the threat to the safety of these
youngsters and the adults who are responsible for them.

Increasing the number of lanes on 95th Street would bring on more
through traffic than it would alleviate, would turn our community hub into
a speeding highway, would seriouely jeopardize the safety of our young, and
would divide our closely-knit schoole by dividing those who attend them.
Beverly Hills is much more than a dot on a map, or a space to get through
from here to there. Please keep in mind the devastating, reverberating
effects this proposal presents. Thank you for this opportunity to present
our strong opposition to this proposal.

BAPA 15 a non-profit organization serving the Beverly Hills/Morgan Park neighborhoods since 1947.



Beverly Area Planning Association

10233 South Wood Street, Chicago, lhinois 60643 312/233-.3100

TESTIMONY TO ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION/AND NORTHEASTERN
ILLINOIS PLANNING COMMISSION

By: BEVERLY AREA PLANNING ASSOCIATION
Eda Schrimple/Director
Economic Development

Re: Strategic Regional Arterial System.
Upgrading Traffic from I-94 to I-294
and the negative 1lmpact on the Beverly
Hills/Morgan Park Community

On: Thursday, August 8, 1991

At: Oak Lawn High School, 0Oak Lawm, Illinois

I am here to testify against the recent proposal by IDOT (Illinois
Department of Transportation) and NPIC (Northeastern Illinois Planning
Commission) to upgrade the flow of traffic on 95th Street to a higher
volume, specifically from Ashland to Western, to eliminate on-street
parking, narrowing sidewalks, therefore creating a mini-expressway.

The proposal did not take into account the devastating effect 1t would
have on the merchants, the surrounding residential area, and the pedestrian
traffic that are currently on the street.

PARKING

The proposal would eliminate or reduce the number of on-street parking
spaces currently avallable. Merchants on 95th Street have suffered

from the lack of parking on this strip. It is now very difficult to
locate tenants on this strip because of lack of parking. If a potential
customer does not find a parking space within a block of the store

he wishes to patronize, he will go elsewhere. We are strongly opposed
to reducing or eliminating on-street parking.

INCREASING THE FLOW OF TRAFFIC

This 1is totally unacceptable. 95th Street now suffers from a high
volume of traffic. An increase in the traffic flow would pose a danger
to children who now cross 95th Street to go to school, and to senior
citizens who already find it dangerous, and to the residents who live
on both sides of 95th Street.

BAPA 15 a non-profit organization serving the Beverly Hills/Morgan Park neighborhoods since 1947,
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If vehicles are traveling at a high speed, the visability of the merchants
along the street is hindered. Therefore, creating a lack of customers.

The focus of the 95th Street Business Association and the Beverly Area
Planning Association has been te bring back the walking traffic on

the strip by reducing the fear of the high volume of traffic that now
exists.

The Beverly Area Planning Association, along with the community and

the 95th Street Business Association, have worked for many years to
attract businesses to locate on 95th Street, to create a shopplog atmos-
phere with plantings, trees, flowers etc., to create parking, and to
reduce the speed of the traffic already on 95th with stop signs, yield
signs, and traffic signals so that it is more conducive to shoppers.

If this proposal is enacted, all the efforts would be fruitless. The
results would be a reversal of the recent positive efforts on the strip.
If this became a "mini-expressway', the merchants would leave. There
would be a lack of customers, very little walking traffic, and it would
be extremely difficult to bring in new businesses to the strip.

An alternative proposal would be to use 87th Street corridor as the
major Interstate Link.
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My name is Harriet Murphy. I have been involved in

the life of the Village for most of my adult life.

When I moved to Qak Lawn nearly 45 years ago, it was

shortly after the war and my family was among those
the

of young veterans moving intc their first homes.

(It is a bit of a shock to now find myself among the

'old-timers'). Oak Lawn grew from a small town of

B,000 to a community of 25,000 in a few short years.

In the late '40s and '50s our downtown was compact,
with many business, both service and retail, that
were easily accessible. Ninety-fifth had diagonal

parking!

aboul
T don't want to start sentimentalizing 'the good old
days', but neither do I want so cal ed 'progress'
to convert 95th to a thruway whic nklll off local
enterprise. For if parking is removed from the
center of town, that's what can happen. {over)
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Many, if not mpst shoppers on 95th street who see 'No
Parking' signsgfin front of a store they want to visit,
will simply go elsewhere, even though off street park-
ing may be available.

I understand the mission of the Department of Transpor-
tation is to facilitate the flow of traffic; 1 ask,
at what cost?

We've already seen 95th Street widened twice, the last
time nearly eliminating, our sidewalks, so vital to a
business district ¥ I aB°f&e the officials of IDOT
would agree the viability of life for our town and its
citizens is at least as important as pushing cars thru
OuE—ComEuRibY (T

I plead with your people to seek other alternatives to
putting a further sgueeze on our already beleagured
business people. We want to keep the center of our
village alive. Thank you.
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TO THE TLLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION:
My name is Maureen Hart and I am the immediate past

president of the Parent-Teacher Association of Sutherland School,
10015 South Leavitt St., Chicago. My husband, three children and
I live at 10609 South Bell Ave. I tel]l you this so that you will
know that opposition to any widening of 95th Street is not
limited to those who live near that street.

As the mother of three children and friend of many more, I
protest any plan that increases traffic or traffic speed along
the street that bisects the heart of Beverly. Sutherland
students, as well as the rest of the neighborhood youth, are
drawn to Top Notch hamburgers, McDonald's, Taco Bell and the
Beverly Branch of the Chicago Public Library on 953th Street, as
well as Rainbow Cones on Western Avenue north of 953th Street.
Sutherland students who attend religious education classes at
Christ the King school must cross that street. The thriving AYSO
soccer program that dominates summer in this neighborhood meets
in venues ranging from 83rd Street to 118th Street, carrying
children back and forth acrogss 95th Street four nights a week for
two menths each summer.

To widen 95th Street and take away its parking would rob our
area of its village atmosphere and replace it with that of a
tollway oasis. HWe didn't invest our home and rehab docllars, as
well as our dreams, to have them dashed by a cold and impersonal

plan. Think again.
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president of the Parent-Teacher Association of Sutherland School,
10015 Sou;h Leavitt St., Chicago. My husband, three children and
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drawn to Top Notch hamburgers, McDonsald's, Taco Bell and the
Beverly Branch of the Chicago Public Library on 95th Street, as
well as Rainbow Cones on Western Avenue north of 95th Street.
Sutherland students who attend religious education classes at
Christ the King school must cross that street. The thriving AYSO
soccer program that dominates summer in this neighborhood meets
in venues ranging from 83rd Street to 118th Street, carrying
childreﬁ bghk and forth across 9§th Street four nights a week for
two months éach summer.

To wihea 95th Street and take away its parking would rob our
area of its village atmosphere and replace it with that of a
tollway oasis. We didn't invest our home and rehab dollars, as

Wwell as our dreams, to have them dashed by a cold and impersonal

plan. Think again.
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August 8, 1991
To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is written to express my concerns about the
proposed changes in the streets and sidewalks on the
95th street.

I recently opened the above women's clothing store on
95th street, knowing that parking would be a problem for
my customers. I did not realize how much business I
would lose as a result, however, until I finally began
operating and had customers to tell me that their tires
were flat when they went back to their cars because they
had parked in the Chicago Health Club parking lot.

Some women said they would have to shop somewhere else
where parking was more accessible.

The proposed changes would make it impossible for any
business on the 95th street strip to stay in business,.
This would have a devastating effect on the Beverly

community. Ways need to be found to increase the parking,
not decrease it.

Sincerely yours,

S et
CargJyn J. Williams

Proprietor

Cw

2023 WEST 95TH STREET ® CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643 e 312/39-7444




Mr Robert L. Ulatoski
5665 W, 95th Street
Oak Lawn, Illinois 60453

August 8, 1991

I1linois Department of Transportatiom
Schaumberxrg, Illinois

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

My name is Robert L, Ulatoskl and I reside at 9248 South Sproat Avenue
Oak Lawn, Illinois., I have lived in Od& Lawn for 63rd years and
have been in business in Oak Lawn since 1956 or for 35 years. I
purchased my present offiee at 5665 W. 95th Street in August 1960,
My office 1s on 25X]108 lot and bldg 1s 16X30 eement block. My
taxes increased $439.50 this year to $2,736.79, I constructed a
2 story office bldg at 5667 W, 95th Street on 25X108 lot., The
building is 25X36, These two buildings have parking lot for 9
wvehicles, The Real Estate taxes on bui2ding at 5667 W. 95th Street
amounted to $2,086,27 in 1976, $3,234,02 in 1981, $4,481.60 in 1986
and $6,181,51 in 1991, This is a 300% increase since 1976, The
rent amounts to $10,920,00 a year,

I am very interested in my community and was instrumental in

Oak Lawn forming a traffic Review Committee, My suoesses include
having speed reduced on many highways, regulated speed on residental
streets, diagonal parking on business side street, chamge in
parking regulations and other items., I have seen Oak Lawn grow
from under 2,000 to a community of over 60,000, I ean remenber
when Oak Lawn was a 2 lane highway with diagonal parking on 95th Street.
Qur business community lost 17 foot frontage when the last ¢5th
Street widening occurred and many business now only have 6 foot from
building to curb. The changes in parking, due to Central Avenue
improvement resulted in a loss of 60 parking spaces on 95th street,
near my buildings.

Our 95th Street Business community eannot absorb more losses, of
parking. A drive down 95th Street discloses that ¥EE—tic b1 fidss
properties are for sale or remt, with no potential seekers, due to
present restriotions on parking and taxes. It is my hope Il1linois
Departtment of Transportation reevaluates the engineering report

to preserve a portion of Dk Lawn 95th Street business community,

Thank you.

Yours truly,

(ot
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CHRIST THE KING SCHOOL
9240 SOUTH HOYKE AYENUR
CHICAGO, I1LLINOCIS 60620

August 8, 1991

TO THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION:

As the principal of Christ the King School, I would like
to give testimony concerning the proposed "OPERATION GREEN LIGHT"
that is being considered. Our school would be greatly impacted
by more traffic on 95th Street. At least 24% of our students
cross at 95th and Hamilton, and 95th and Damen with a crossing
guard four times a day. With a heavier flow of traffic, pro-
ceeding with greater speed, those 82 student's safety would be
at greater risk. As administrator and principal, I ask you to
consider the safety of those B2 students, who range in age from
six to fourteen, with equal concern as you consider the flow

of traffic on 95th Street.

Sincerely,

(!!itez /f«?'wwu

Carole R. Finn, Principal
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2201 West 95th Stzeet, Chicago, Il 60643
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August 8, 1991

I1llinois Dept. of Transportation
Springfield, Il.

RE: OCperation Greenlight

Gentlemen:

As a business of more than 30 years in the Beverly
area on 95th Street, we must strongly protest any re-
duction in parking facilities or changing of traffic
patterns to make 95th Street a major thoroughfare. If
designated bus lanes are implemented, the resulting
decrease in sidewalk space would have terrible consequen-
ces for the businesses on the street and would endanger
public safety.

The 95th Street business area in Beverly has been
vital for many years, but the one short-fall has been a
lack of adequate parking for businesses on the street.
Many studies have been funded by the 95th Street Business-
men's Assn. to try and determine how to increase and
improve parking. In addition, the business area suffers
from no off-street parking and almost all side streets
are permit parking only. The loss of one parking space
is not acceptable and if your plan goes through, it will
certainly cause the closing of many businesses.

We strongly oppose any change in the traffic pattern
of 95th Street which would make this area a major thorough-
fare. The effects on the local businesses would be devastat-
ing and the local community would suffer greatly from the
losses. Finally, public safety on the street would diminish
due to increased traffic flows and traffic speeds.

Sincerely yours,

e v W2

onathan A. Ellis
Controller

JAE/mc
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JUiLY &2, lvywl
iit1inoi1s Department of Transportation

Lear 3irs,

AS Chalrperson or tne kellogg Locai Scnooi Counclili. i wouldg
like tO express My OppoSitlion To the "Business Route 12-2U°
proposail tor “5th Street. Many of our keilogg cniiaren
Cross ¥5tn 3treet to get to School ana home rrom Schooi ana
aiso at lunch time. That IS rour times a Qay that our
cnliQaren wouid nave o Cross a street, WIiTNOUT a Crossing
guarqQ, that is iike a mini: nignway. OQur cnlidren go to
thelr |ocal Scnool because they want to go to tnhe
neignoornood scheool that they can walk to. it you put in
tNis puUsS lane you Will be takling away theilr rignt to ao to
their nelgnoornood Scnooi .

The pbusinesses on 95tn Street are seelng tnhe effects of tne
recession going on i1n our Country and the majority oOif these
neianpornood stores are family owned., ToO take away parxking
IOr their patrons would in essence take away their patrons
which wouid ena up in their aiready struggling pusinesses
naving to close. The nice part of living in Beveriy for tne
past <cu years 1S the Smail town atmosphere that we have. we
enjoy shopping at our local stores where peopie know us.

Tnere are several Keilogg famliiies who own pusinesses on
¥oth Street wno oppeose thls pus route. At Keliogg we have
iookeda tO tne local businesses tor monetary Support whicn
they have always given us, [If these pusinesses were forcea
to close, |t wouig take money away trom Keilogg that has
nelped us pay for extra programs for our cnilaren.

The buses may be able to go faster down 95th Street 1t you
put in this pus lane, but they will not have to stop very
orten pecause there wiil pe nothing 0o Stop ror.

Sincerely,

/JCQ/M d?mdmm

Heien Anacersen
Keliogg Locail School Council
vhalrperson
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August 8, 1991

Hearing Committee

T1linois Department of Transportation
c/0 Oak Lawn Community High School
Oak Lawn, Illinois

RE: 1IDOT Proposal Regarding the Removal of Parking Lanes on 95th
Street

Dear Sirs:

T am opposed to the Illinois Department of Transportation’'s proposals
regarding the elimination of parking lanes along 95th Street. I am
opposed to both the short-term proposal to put in left turn bays,
eltiminating some parking spaces and the long-term propeosal to eliminate
all parking lanes along 95th street.

95th Street forms the main commercial street through Evergreen Park and
many of our fine local businesses are located on this street. The
design of the Village provides little off street parking and most
business do not have parking behind their buildings. Eliminating

parking on 95th Street would virtually destroy many, if not most, of
these businesses.

In addition, many parts of 95th Street have very narrow sidewalks.
Having an active driving lane immediately alongside these narrow
sidewalks would be hazardous to our residents and to the patrons of our
businesses. Attempting to cross 95th Street is already a challenge,
especially since the last change which removed the median strip.
Removing the parking lanes will make this even more treacherous.

Finally, from an economie standpoint, Evergreen Park has enjoyed
relatively low property taxes compared teo other suburbs, primarily
because of the sales tax revenues generated from our businesses.
Structuring 95th Street to help traffic flow through the Village rather
than encouraging them to stop and shop will hurt the businesses and
correspondingly the sales tax revenues.

I respectfully ask that IDOT drop their proposal to eliminate parking
along 95th Street. We are proud of our community and our businesses. We
want people to visit and shop in Evergreen Park, not just drive on
through.

cc, Mayor Anthony Vacco Sincerely

Evergreen Park, IL Pl
e Setteree

William S. Moore
10112 S. St. Louis
Evergreen Park, IL 60642



August 8, 1991

Hearing Committee

Illinois Department of Transportation
c¢/o Oak Lawn Community High School
QOak Lawn, Illinois

RE: TIDOT Proposal Regarding the Removal of Parking Lanes on 95th
Street

Dear Sirs:

I am opposed to the Illinois Department of Transportation's proposals
regarding the elimination of parking lanes along 95th Street. I am
opposed to both the short~term proposal to put in left turn bays,
eliminating some parking spaces and the long-term proposal to eliminate
all parking lanes along 95th street.

95th Street forms the main commercial street through Evergreen Park and
many of our fine local businesses are located on this street. The
design of the Village provides little off street parking and most
business do not have parking behind their buildings. Eliminating
parking on 95th Street would virtually destroy many, if not most, of
these businesses.

In addition, many parts of 95th Street have very narrow sidewalks.
Having an active driving lane immediately alongside these narrow
sidewalks would be hazardous to our residents and to the patrons of our
businesses. Attempting to cross 95th Street is already a challenge,
especially since the last change which removed the median strip.
Removing the parking lanes will make this even more treacherous.

Finally, from an economic standpoint, Evergreen Park has enjoyed
relatively low property taxes compared to other suburbs, primarily
because of the sales tax revenues generated from our businesses.
Structuring 95th Street to help traffic flow through the Village rather
than encouraging them to stop and shop will hurt the businesses and
correspondingly the sales tax revenues.

I respectfully ask that INOT drop their proposal to eliminate parking
along 95th Street. We are proud of our community and our businesses. We
want people to visit and shop in Evergreen Park, not just drive on
through.

cc. Mayor Anthony Yacco Sincerely

Evergreen Park, IL i>?%&146' ’044637

Maureen D. Moore
10112 5. St. Louis
Evergreen Park, IL 60642



August 4, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
Division of Highways Maintenance Dept.
1000 Plazg Drive

Schaumburg, Illinois 60172

Dear Illinois Department of Transportation:

I am writing as the President of the School Board of Christ
the King Elementary located at 93rd and Hoyne in The Beverly
neighborhood. The boundaries of our school extend to 9700 South
which means 1/4 of our school community resides south of 95th Street.
Our school children cross 95th Street four times a day on their
route to and from school.

It has come to cur attention that your department is considering
a plan to limit or do away with parking on 95th street in order to
facilitate traffic between the Dan Ryan Expressway and the Illinois
Toll Road. We feel that this situation would cause our children to
be in jeapardy as they travel back and forth to school.

This proposal will cause a major highway to go right through
the heart of a neighborhood which will have far-reaching implications,
not the least of which will be the safety of our children.

We would suggest as an alternate, 87th Street to the north.

Sincerely,

Mscireer ¥,

Maureen R. Harrigan
President
Christ the King School Board

MH



9006 S. Hoyne Avenue - Chicago, lllinois 60620 - 312/238-4094

Illincis Department of Trancsportation

From: 95th Street Beverly Hilles Business
Association

Fe: Strategic Regional Arterial Study

For owver 20 years the 95th Street Business Assoclation has
represented the interests of the nearly 130 retail merchants
and business peaple on 95th Street between Ashland and
Western i1n Beverly Hills. The Association strives to promote
and coordinate growth and activity while maintaining a safe,.
attractive and economically viable business district.

It has come to our attention that the Illinois Department of
Transportation 1s looking at ways to 1ncrease traffic
capaclity and alleviate traffic congestion on arterials, in
this case, 93th Street. We understand that recommendations
include restricting or removing on street parking, creating a
high volume lane adjacent to the curb, and possibly narrowing
the si1dewalks.

The major problem facing the business district at this time.
is the lack of convenient, accessible parking. Vacancies are
trising for this reasons business attraction efforts are
thwarted for thie very reasonj and the customer base is
dwindling, again because of the lack of availabhle parking.

The 95th Street business district grew as a major shopping
area at a time when reliance on the auvtomobile was not so
strong and no consideration was giliven to setting aside wvacant
parcels for future parking needs. 0Our small businesses
strive to compete with suburban malls and mini malls which
all provide on-site parking. It is a well documentea fact
that although people will walk for miles in a mall, they will
only shop on a City strip if they can park within the block
of the shop they wish to patronize.

This past November. the City of Chicago, Department of
Flanning commissioned Barton Aschman Associates of Evanston
to do a parking study of 95th Street from Ashland to Western.
Once again, this study, as all of those done before, points
ta the fact that there i1s a shortage of parking on 95th
Street. The study also reports there is no cost effective way

For Values Worth While - Shop the Quality Mide



i 1ncrease parking and that ZZth Street businescses depend an
curh si1de parhing 1n close oroxaimity to their stores.

If the Illinagis Department of Transportation follows through
on this proposal and eliminates 75th Street’'s 200 curb side
parking spaces. 1t will also be scounding the death knell of a
vibrant, reszidential shopping strip which in turn will have a

devastating, negstive inpact on the Beverly Hills community.

In 1984 the ?3th Street business district was declared a
Specilal Service Area which means that property owners have
opted to tax themselves to pay Tor beautification proiects,
markteting programs and various efforts to strengthen the 95th
Strecst commercial strip. Tens of thousands of dollars are
spentk each vear to improve the 1mage and appearance of 93th
Street and now the State of Illincls wantse Lo create =
highway and probably a "ghost town" in the process.

There are much broader issues at stake than merelv moving
traffic more quickly. There are seriopus economic. safety and
enviranmental considerations that must be addressed.

It 1s absurd to think that a City strip shopping area can
survive without on street, curb side parking. No vacant land
15 avallable to create parking lotse. It is too costly to
purchase and demolish existing structures to develop parking
alternatives. Farking on local side streets is minimal due
to residential parking zones and cul-de—sacs reguire more
width than czurrently exists on these side streets.

If a high volume roadway is needed to move traffic east and
weest, the Illinois Department of Transportation must look for
an alternative that does not bisect a residential community.
It seems hardly fair to destroy a business district and
possibly an entire neighborhood just for the sake of
improving traffic flow.

Fio 0 o

Lois D. Weber
Executive Ditector

cc: Senator Jeremiah Jovce
Alderman Ginger Rugai
Fep. James Keane
Senator Howard Brgokins



Barton-Aschman Associates, Inc.

820 Davis Strest Phone: (708) 491-1000
Evanston, IL 60201 Fax: (708) 475-6053
USA Telex: 270258 EXPRSTLX CGO

August 7, 1991

Ms. Lois Weber, Executive Director

95th Street Beverly Hills Business Association
9006 South Hoyne

Chicago, Illinois 60620

Re:  95th Street Beverly Hills Parking Study

Dear Ms. Weber:

As you requested, Barton-Aschman Associates, Inc.,has reviewed the Operation GreenLight
Access Management Implementation Project prepared by the Northeastern Illinois Planning
Commission (NIPC). Based on our study of West 95th Street between South Western and South
Vanderpoel Avenues, we have made specific recommendations regarding parking in this area
that would be useful to the Illinois Department of Transportation and NIPC as they finalize this
report.

The purpose of Barton-Aschman’s study was to address alternatives for providing additional
parking to serve this area, including a proposed parking lot on West 95th Street between South
Bell and South Leavitt Avenues. Approximately 70 percent of the on-street spaces are located
directly on West 95th Street, with the remainder located on local side streets, Additionally,
there are a number of private off-street spaces reserved for customers of those establishments
owning the lots. A municipal lot is located at West 95th Street and Pleasant Avenue, which has
66 spaces and is 60 to 70 percent occupied.

We evaluated the parking situation and found no way to increase the parking supply in a cost-
effective manner for three major reasons:

1, No land is available within a close proximity to the West 95th Strect businesses.
Shoppers/visitors to smaller establishments are typically discouraged if parking
is located too far away.

2. The one site identified for a new surface lot would be too costly due to building

demolition and high land costs.




Barton-Aschman Associates, Inc.

Ms. Lois Weber
August 7, 1991
Page 2

3. Parking on local side streets is limited to the area between West 95th Street and
the alley or first driveway. The development of cul-de-sacs was investigated, but
determined not to be possible due to the inadequate amount of right-of-way.

For these reasons, curb parking is very important to the busincsses on West 95th Street. Qur
recommendations reflect this, identirying ways to increase on-street parking and improve the
efficiency of the parking system.

I hope this information is helpful to you and those involved with the Access Management
Project. Please contact me if you need any further information or assistance.

Sincerely,

Cindy Z\ Fish

Senior Associate

CAF:pas

weberB07 By



Beverly Area Planning Association

10233 South Wood Street, Chicago, llinois 60643 312/233-3100

TESTIMONY TO ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION/AND NORTHEASTERN
ILLINOIS PLANNING COMMISSION

By: BEVERLY AREA PLANNING ASSOCIATION
Eda Schrimple/Director E} S 0 ) Q
Economic Development q;

Re: Strategic Regional Arterial System.
Upgrading Traffic from I-94 to I-294
and the negative impact on the Beverly
Hills/Morgan Park Community

On: Thursday, August 8, 1991

At: Oak Lawn High School, Oak Lawn, Illinois

I am here to testify agailnst the recent proposal by IDOT (Illinois
Department of Transportation) and NPIC (Northeastern Illinois Planning
Commission) to upgrade the flow of traffic on 95th Street to a higher
volume, specifically from Ashland to Western, to eliminate on-street
parking, narrowing sidewalks, therefore creating a mini-expressway.

The proposal did not take into account the devastating effect it would
have on the merchants, the surrounding residential area, and the pedestrian
traffic that are currently on the street.

PARKING

The proposal would eliminate or reduce the number of on-street parking
spaces currently available. Merchants on 95th Street have suffered
from the lack of parking on this strip. It is now very difficult to
locate tenants on this strip because of lack of parking. If a potential
customer does not find a parking space within a block of the store

he wishes to patronize, he will go elsewhere. We are strongly opposed
to reducing or eliminating on-street parking.

INCREASING THE FLOW OF TRAFFIC

This is totally unacceptable. 95th Street now suffers from a high
volume of traffic. An increase in the traffic flow would pose a danger
to children who now cross 95th Street to go to school, and to senior
citizens who already find it dangerous, and to the residents who live
on both sides of 95th Street.

BAPA 15 a non-profit craanization serving the Beverly Hills/Morgan Park neighborhoods since 1947



Page 2

If vehicles are traveling at a high speed, the visability of the merchants
along the street 1s hindered. Therefore, creating a lack of customers.

The focus of the 95th Street Business Association and the Beverly Area
Planning Assoclation has been to bring back the walking traffic on

the strip by reducing the fear of the high volume of traffic that now
exlsts.

The Beverly Area Planning Association, along with the community and

the 95th Street Business Assoclation, have worked for many years to
attract businesses to locate on 95th Street, to create a shopping atmos-
phere with plantings, trees, flowers etc., to create parking, and to
reduce the speed of the traffic already on 95th with stop signs, yield
signs, and traffic signals so that it is more conducive to shoppers.

If this proposal is enacted, all the efforts would be fruitless. The
results would be a reversal of the recent positive efforts on the strip.
If this became a "mini-expressway', the merchants would leave. There
would be a lack of customers, very little walking traffiec, and it would
be extremely difficult to bring in new businesses to the strip.

An alternative proposal would be to use 87th Street corridor as the
major Interstate Link.



TESTIMONY

Given to: The Illinois Department of Tranaportation/
Rortheaatern Illinoia Planning Commiassion

By: The Beverly Area Planning Assoclatien
Tranaportation Committee ¢
Ed Gabriel, Chairperson &M
Regarding: Upgrading the Traffic Flow/Density of 95th Btrest

From I-94 {(Dan Ryan Expreasway) to I-264
(Iri-State Tollway) and the Negative Impacts on
the Beverly Hills/Morgan Park Community Areas,

On: Thursday, August 8, 1991

At: Caklawvn High School, Oak Lawn, Illinois

Recently a ©proposal has been presented by the Illinois
Department of Transportatiem (IDOT) and the Rorthesstarn
Illinoie Planning Commiesion (NIPC) wherein $5th Street will be
upgraded to handle a much higher volume of traffic. This
propoaal involves drastically restricting parking along 95th
Street, the posgible eliminatlon of the grass, tree and flower
covered median and decreasing the width (eliminating vparkvay
trees) of the aidevalks, What would result would be a
mini-expresaway running through the central axia of Beverly's
main arterial atrip shopping center.

This Committee and these communlities oppose this proposal for
the following reasons:

=Traffic along 95th Street is already at a high level for a
atreet traveraing a low density residential area, any increase
should not bes encouraged.

-An 1increase 4in traffiec flow would pose a danger to
children and slso to aenior citizens, who alresady find it
difficult and dangercus to croms 95th Street due to the
exiating traffic flow.

-The grass, ¢tree end flower landacaped median adds
aeathetic appeal end environmentally poeitive attributss to the
naighborhood. Wa do not want tha median negatively altarad or
eliminated.

-The 95th Street commercial atrip needs more parking in
order te asurvive and compete with the atores located in the
nearby Evergreen Plaza ashopping center vhere plentiful parking
ia provided free. Tha proposal would eliminate or reduce the
number of parking spaces currently available, Thie 1is
unacceptable,



TESTIMONY

Glven to: The Illinois Department of Transportation/
Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission

By: The Beverly Area Planning Aseociation
Transportation Committee ’
Ed Gabriel, Chairperson :@M
Regarding: Upgrading the Traffic Flow/Denaity of 95th Street
From I-94 (Dan Ryan Expreaawvay) to I-294
(Tri-S5tate Tollway) and the Negative Impacts on
the Beverly Hills/Morgan Park Community Areas.
On: Thuraday, August 8, 1991

At: Oaklawvn High School, Cak Lawn, Illineis

Recently a2 propogal has bHeen presented by the Illinela
Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the Northeastern
Illinois Plamning Commission (NIPC) wherein 95th Streat will be
upgraded to handle a much higher volume of traffie. This
proposal involves drastically restricting parking along 65%th
Street, the possible elimination of the graseg, tree and flover
covered median and decreasing the width (eliminating parloway
treea) of the sidewalks. What would result would be a
mini-expressway running through the central axia of Bevarly'a
main arterial strip shopping ecenter.

This Committee and theme communities oppose this propeaal for
the following raasona:

~Traffic along 95th Etreet is already at a high level for a
atrest traverping a low density residential aresa, any increase
should not be encouraged.

~An increase in traffic flow would poae a danger to
children and alao to senior citizens, who already find it
difficult and dangerous to crogse ©O5th Street due to the
existing traffric flow.

=The grass, tree and flower landscaped median adds
aesthetie appeal and environmentally positive attributes to the
neighborhood., We do not want the median negatively altered or
eliminated.

~The 95th Street commsrcial strip needs more parking in
order to aurvive and compete with the stores located in tha
nearby Evergreen Plaza shopping center where plentiful parking
is provided frea. The proposal would eliminate or reduce the
nuzber of parking spaces currently available, This 1is
unacceptable,



Testimony

Given to: Il1linois Department of Transportation

By: R Tt Sl
Lawrence Busking

Regarding: Strategic Regional Arterial System
U.S5. Route 12/20 and 87th Street

On: August 8, 1991 5:00 p.m.

At: 0ak Lawn Community High School

Oak Lawn, Illinois

———— T —— ——— T — T ——— e S v — A - —— A P e A W= —— - —— = o ——

The draft report for U.S. 12/20 and 87th Street is riddled
with errors and misconceptions. The Nineteenth Ward of
Chicago is specifically concerned with segment 4 of the
route 12/20 study and segment 2 of the 87th street study.

p. 51 section 3.4.2 Parking, Sidewalks and Frontage Roads
"On street parking is permitted throughout but is not
extensively used".

The reports most serious flaw has been its failure to take
into account the extensive strip shopping and associated on
street parking from Western to Ashland Avenues. The report
has also failed to take into account the cohesive nature of
the surrounding residential area and its reliance on this
shopping strip.

Transit

Although the report acknowledges public transportation, it
fails to take into account the relationship between public
transportation, the travelling public and their
destinations. As a result, public transportation seems to be
given second class status while it is used as an excuse to
widen this route for private transportation flow.

p. 53 section 3.4.3 Historical Significance

The report has the boundaries of the Ridge Historical
District all wrong. Prospect Ave. is the eastern boundary,
while Hoyne Ave. is the western boundary.

Sensitive Land Uses

This section identifies some of the public buildings
directly on 95th street, but does not identify other public
areas close to the route which are accessed by 95th and its
cross streets.(i.e. Ridge Park, Kellog School, Christ The
King School, four churches, and a regional shopping center)
Because of the makeup of this area, heavy pedestrian traffic
is a hallmark of this cohesive neighborhood and is entirely
neglected by this report.




p. 53 section 3.4.4 Development Characteristics
Development access and setbacks

"Curb cuts provide access to the strip commercial
establishments™ This statement Is wholly wrong as on street
parking provides for the majority of parking for shopping.

pp 53to 57 section 3.4.5 Recommended Improvements

On page 54 the report recommends widening 95th Street.

On page 57 under Potentlal Environmental Concerns, the
report says " no major widening" is proposed and yet in
table 3.18 the estimated cost of this non-major widening is
9.1 million dollars. In comparison the major widening of
95th Street from 96th Ave. to Harlem Ave. is estimated to
cost 12.5 million dollars. What exactly constitutes major
widening and its impact? Doesn't the people environment of a

cohesive neighborhood count for something in an impact
statement?

p. 56 Traffic Signalization

"All traffic signals should be interconnected into a signal
system™

This one statement is the highllight of this report. If you
can get me up or down 95th street without having to stop at
every traffic signal, you will have accomplished the one
goal on which we can all agree.

B7th Street Segment 2

p.99 section 3.10.3 Sensitive Land Uses

The area of the abandoned rallroad right of way near 87th
and Damen Ave. and the adjacent Dan Ryan Woods has been
identified as a high gquality wetland area with many rare and

endangered plant species. This fact must be included in the
SRA report.

Since 87th Street lends itself to heavier traffic volume,
and since it also passes under the Tri-State Tollway (I-294)
and the Skyway (I-90), perhaps consideration should be given
to providing access to these highways and designating 87th
street as the preferred truck route.



PARK-BEVERLY HILLS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

10827 South Western Avenue
Chicago, lllinois 60643
312/779-2530

July 19, 1991

9%th St. Business Association
c/o Ms. Lois Weber

9006 5. Hoyne Avenue

Chicago, I1. 60620

To: The Illinois Department of Transportation

The Morgan Park/Beverly Hills Business Associatien is strongly
opposed to the Illinois Department of Transportation's proposed
plans for 9%5th St.

We object to increasing traffic on 95th Street and making it a
ma jor thoroughfare, and we are additionaily opposed to the creation
of any sort of "bus" lane or traffic lane next to the sidewalk.

95th Street is a major source of commerce in our area, a source
that our residential and business community relies heavily upon.
To eliminate the current extremely limited parking would also
eliminate many businesses along one of our finest commercial
strips.

We urge you to reconsider vyour ‘“"recommendation", and would
encourage you to plan for additional parking along 95th Street.

Thank you for vyour consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

ittr T} fodiicd

thleen M. Broderick
Executlve Director



July 29, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
c/o0 95th Street Business Association
9006 S. Hoyne

Chicago, Illinois 60620

To Whom It May Concern:

In response to the recommendations to restrict or remove parking
along the curb during peak periods, and to provide "bus lanes"
along the curb, it is my opinion that these recommendations are
contrary to every study that has been done in the past 20 years.

We have forever heard that we need to increase parking in the 95th
Street area, not decrease it. This proposal would cause great harm
to local merchants by making 95th Street a New Jersey style
highway.

Sincerely,

-

JQOQSEPH T. THOUVENELL, PRESIDENT
BEVERLY HILLS - MORGAN PARK BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION



Beverly Area Local Development Company

Serving Beverly Hiills / Morgan Park Since 1977

10731 South Westermn, Suite 8
Chicago, lllinois 60643

July 29, 1991 {312) 233.7225

To: Illinois Department of Transportation
Re: Proposed Restriction or Elimination of Parking on 95th Street

Dear sirs:

This is a terrible idea. 1In the interest of providing better
traffic flow you will destroy the viability of the 95th Street
shopping area. The stores on 95th Street already have a difficult
time attracting customers due to the need for convenient parking.
By restricting or eliminating the on-street parking in favor of bus
lanes, you will drive these stores and offices out of business or
cut of the arca ycu will create a situation where new busiuesses
will not move in.

We are a neighborhood development corporation with a l4-year
track record of redevelopment projects in the Beverly/Morgan Park
community, including a 25,000 square foot commercial building at
95th and Longwood Drive. We have assisted local businesses to
obtain over $6 million in financing for redevelopment. Most of our
projects have involved small single-story and mixed-use buildings
that form the backbone of the Beverly / Morgan Park shopping
strips.

The stores and services in these buildings depend on the
availability of street parking. They also require a shopping
street where customers and clients can identify their business as
they drive by at a reasonable speed. Both of these requirements
would be destroyed by creating a faster through street with bus
lanes and no parking. This will be especially true during the
evening rush hours, when customers run errands on their way home
from work.

“"Operation Greenlight" will bring disaster for 95th Street and
Beverly [/ horgan Parn i1f these recvommendations are carried ourt.
You must search for other ways to create better traffic flow that
will not destroy the business climate. More parking is needed on
95th Street, not more buses or faster cars and trucks.

Sincerely,

Glenn Williamson

Executive Director,
BALDC



Juiy £5, 1¥vi
l1111no1s Department of Transportation

Lear Sirs,

A4S Cnalrperson ot the ke)iogg Local Scnool Counclii, I wouid
l1ke TO exXpress my oppoSlition to tne “"Business koute iz Zu*
proposal tor Y5tn Street. The pusSinesses on %5tn Street are

seelhg the errects otf the recession 9olnNg on 1n our Country
anga tne maJority oOr these nelgnhbornoocd Stores are rtamily
ownea. 1O take away parklng tor thelr patlrons wouio 1n
essence take away their patrons wnich woula eng up I1n thelr
alreaay struggilng businessSes having to ciose. 1ne nice
part of living 1n Beverly ror the past 20 years |s the small
TOWNn atmosphere that we have. We enJoy shopplhg at our
local stores where people kKnow us.

Tnere are severai keilogg ramilies wno own businesses on
¥Stn Stireet wno oppose this bus route. At Kellogg we have
iookea to the local businesses for support which they have
aiways given us. If these pbusinesses were forced to close,
1t take money away ftrom us that has heiped pay ror extira
programs tor our children.

Tne puses maY be abie to go taster down 25th Street 1t you
put in tnis bus lane, DUt they wiil not nave to Stop very
orten because there wWlil be nothing to stop for.

Slncereliy,

fLedun 1

belen Anaersen
Kellogg Local School Councii



COLLINS T. FITZPATRICK

ATTORNEY and COUNSELOR at LAW
9033 SOUTH HAMILTON

CHICAGOQ, ILLINOIS 60620

July 29, 1991 TELEPHIONE

(312) 239834

Illinois Department of Transportation

Division of Highways Maintenance
Department

1000 Plaza Drive

Schaumburg, Illinois 60172

Dear Illinois Department of Transportation:

I am writing as a current elected member of the Kellogg Local
School Council and Director of the Beverly Improvement Association.
I have previcusly served a2n elected term on the Christ the King
School Board.

It has come to my attention that your department is
considering a plan to limit or abolish parking on 95th Street in
our community during rush hour and to provide curb side bus lane.
Although these may be good ideas in some situations, they are
terrible ideas for 95th Street.

Both the Christ the King and Kellogg Schools have many
students that have to cross 95th Street four times a day as they go
back and forth between school and home in the morning, at 1lunch,
and in late afternoon. Your efforts to increase the flow of
traffic on 95th Street is going to result in trucks, cars, and
buses being able to go faster regardless of what is the posted
speed limit. Our children will be in jeopardy.

Another reason that these proposals are bad is that they will
make it hard for shoppers to find parking by the neighborhood
stores, thus putting more cars on the road to drive further for
shopping. Needless to say, it would be a detriment to our entire
community if businesses failed because there was inadequate access
to them by shoppers.

If you need to provide better access east west between the
Toll Road and the Dan Ryan Expressway, I would suggest a better
expenditure of public funds would be to connect Interstate 57 to
the Toll Road where they cross. It would clearly be faster to go
from 95th and State to 95th and Harlem via such a connection rather
than down 95th.

The old adage of "if it ain't broke, don't fix it applies
here."

Sincerely,
o

Ol . Tt

Collins T. Fitzpatrick



August 4, 1991

Illinocis Department of Transportation
Division of Highways Maintenance Dept.
1000 Plazg Drive

Schaumburg, Illincis 60172

Dear Illincis Department of Transportation:

I am writing as the President of the School Beoard of Christ
the King Elementary located at 93rd and Hoyne in The Beverly
neighborhood. The boundaries of our school extend to 9700 South
which means 1/4 of our school community resides south of 95th Street.
Our school children cross 95th Street fcour times a day on their
route to and from school.

It has come to our attention that your department is considering
a plan to limit or do away with parking on 95th street in order to
facilitate traffic between the Dan Ryan Expressway and the Illinois
Toll Rocad. We feel that this situation would cause our children to
be in jeapardy as they travel back and forth to school.

This proposal will cause a major highway to go right through
the heart of a neighborhood which will have far-reaching implications,
not the least of which will be the safety of our children.

We would suggest as an alternate, 87th Street to the north.

Sincerely,

Maureen R. Harrigan
President
Christ the King School Board
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Beverly Tmprovement /ssaciation, Tne.

Serving the Residents of the Territory Bounded by
Forest Preserve, 95th Street, Western Avenue and Beverly Avenue, Chicago 60620
For More Than Sevenry Years.

IM11inois [Department of Transportation 2/20/21

liear Sir:

The Beverly Improvement Acssociation opposes
restricting or removing orn—-street parking on 95th
Street. This street is a major shopping area in our
community. EIA in coanjunction with other community
groups has worked to increase the amount of available
parking. The loss of parking will cause some stores to
consider closing or relocating outside our community.

Our association is also opposed to making 25th a
major thoroughfare. Through traffic does not use our
businesses. The increased traffic will only create
greater danger {for local traffic and pedestrians.
Vanderpoel, Kellogg, and Christ the King scheols all
have boundaries that regquire large numbers of children
to cross 95th Street.

Finally, the BIA sees no advantage to creating a
bus lane or traffic lane next to the sidewalk. The
already stated concerns for safety, traffic congestion,
and loss of business apply to this situation as well.

The EBeverly Improvement Asspociation supports any
program that improves the community. However, the idea
of increasing traffic on 95th Street will harm our
community.

The plan will hurt business, endanger our children, and
increase congestion. We ask that the plan to increase
through traffic on 92th Street be rejected.

Sincerely,

NWWAC I\

Jawmkes A. Cosme
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Serving the community bounded by 951h to 103rd Streets and the Rock Island Suburban Line Railroad to Western Avenue
] like to see a man proud of the place in which he lives. T like to see a man live 50 that his place will be proud of him.”
—Abraham Lincoin



VANDERPOEL IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC.

Organized May 19, 1947
Incorporated November 15, 1848

9705 S. Prospect Avenue
Chicago, Illincis 60643
August 7, 1991

I1linois Department of Transportation
310 8. Michigan
Chicago, Illinois

To whom it may concern:

The proposal that would alter 95th Street and restrict
or remove on-street parking to provide bus lanes would be an
extreme detriment to both the business and residential community.

The Vanderpoel Improvement Association has long supported
a strong business district along 95th Street East of Western
Avenue, Restriction or removal of the already short supply
of on-street parking would increase the hardship suffered by
these businesses. Many businesses have had to move out because
their customers cannot park and, therefore, take their much
needed patronage elsewhere. Recent traffic studies have shown
that the area is generally parked at a rate of 110%.

The residential community is very proud of the recreational,
educational and religious facilities available on both sides
of 95th Street. Residents of all ages daily c¢ross 95th Street
to make use of these facilities., Many children cross 95th Street
daily to make use of the facilities at Ridge Park. The
Vanderpoel Magnet Elementary School located between Vanderpoel
and Prospect on 95th Street is serviced by several school buses
during peak driving hours. The fire station located on 95th
and Charles is already facing a part of 95th Street that becomes
very congested during peak driving hours. There will further
be a great increase of traffic when the Jewel Grand Bazaar
on 95th and Ashland opens fully this fall. At present, there
is already a great safety risk in crossing the street at peak
drive times. The proposed changes would increase the density
of traffic as well as the speed at which it would travel.
Further, there exists a great need for more commuter parking
around the 95th Street Metra Train Station. Restriction or
removal of any of the already heavily used parking areas would
push more of these cars back into the neighborhoods.



Page 2

The need for improved access through the city for all kinds
of traffic is well appreciated. However, the growth potential
and safety of a community should not be sacrificed. It is
important that residents and shoppers have good access to an
area. It is important for residents and shoppers to be able
to stop, park, and use all facilities in the neighborhood.

It is important that the present proposal for 95th Street be
changed to help our community thrive and not become just another
drive through lane in a big citv.

Sincerely,

%@.H—.M

Rosa B. Hudson
President, Vanderpoel Improvement Association
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/ SEE East Beverly Association,

Inc.

//} P.0O.BOX 438582

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643

July 29, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
Springfield, Illinois

RE: Operation Greenlight and 95th St.

Dear Sir/Madam,

It is our understanding that your department is conducting a study
regarding traffic congestion and traffic flow on arterial streets.
Operation Greenlight is the reference name for this study. We are
concerned with 95th St. in the Beverly neighborhood.

We appreciate interest/efforts to improve traffic problems.
However, there is one fundamental that must not be overlooked and
that is:

It is absolutely c¢ritical that changes considered for 95th St. in
Beverly not invelve any reduction or restriction of available

parking.

For many years, limited parking has made it difficult for
businesses located along 95th to attract customers. The health of
Beverly 1is directly related to the health of this business area.

Therefore, the East Beverly Association is forwarding our position
on some options which we understand are being considered -

1. We are categorically opposed to any restriction or reduction of
on-street parking along this stretch.

2. We are opposed to any alterations which would increase traffic
along 95th St.

3. Implementation of bus lanes at the sidewalk/curb is wvery
undesirable as it would necessarily reduce on-street parking,

We can be reached at the address shown above should you have a need
to contact us. We appreciate your consideration of our position.

Sincerely,
J .

dn S

Kathy Fredricks, President



CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT
Bureau of Communify Services

BEAT REPRESENTATIVE PROGRAM DIVISION

25 July 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation:

In response to recommendations to change the flow of
traffic on 95th Street, the Beat Representative Center, located
at 1718 West 95th Street is in opposition to studies that are
currently on the way.

We are a community service providing assistance to the
entire 022nd Police District. Our office is currently
accessible to any and all that would seek our services. The
convenience of parking on 95th Street enables citizens to re-
ceive safe and immediate attention.

This new proposal would restrict the flow of traffic to
the Beat Representative Center and other businesses that are
located on 95th Street. This could possibly deter citizens
from seeking needed assistance and customers from shopping in
the area.

We therefore oppose any regulation to:
-—-—-further restricting or removing on street parking;
---to increasing traffic on 95th Street and makin it
a major thorough fare; and opposed to creating any
kind of bus lane or traffic lane next to the side-
walk.,

Sincerely,

Cuemiah Jackson
Coordinator, 022nd Police District
Beat Representative Center

1718 West 95th Street
747-8498

CJ/cw



CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT
Bureau of Community Services

BEAT REPRESENTATIVE PROGRAM DIVISION

22nd District Steering Committee
August 7, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
C/0 95th Street Business Association
9006 S. Hoyne Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60620

RE: Proposed "Operation Green Light" project
Dear Gentlemen

The officers and members of the Chicago Police
Department’s 22nd District Steering Committee most recently
met on Tuesday evening, August 6, 1991. This committee,
which is a police advisory board representing the citizens
from Chicago’s 19th, 21st and 34th Wards was recently made
aware of a proposal to increase traffic on 95th Street, in
Chicago. It was indicated to our committee that plans or
proposals include widening 95th Street (Illinois Route
12/20) west, from the Dan Ryan Expressway, (Interstate
90/94) to the Tri-State Tollway (Interstate 294), and may
include diminishing the size (width) of existing pedestrian
walkways, eliminating existing center of street parkways, or
dedicating a lane for bus usage and eliminating parking
areas.

I wish to inform you of our committee’s vehement
opposition to any of the above proposals. Our membership
unanimously objected to all of the above stated proposals
and is appalled that such a plan could even be discussed in
view of the obvious pedestrian safety problems such a plan
entails. Any plan to increase vehicular traffic on this
stretch of road which traverses a densely populated
residential district poses severe safety concerns.

Environmentally and ecstatically, we feel that your
proposal to expand the use of 95th Street would drastically
diminish the existing commerce in this area, and reduce
significantly the fragile green areas so well maintained
within the city.

The membership of our committee unanimously voted to
condemn any such plan to increase traffic or in any way
alter 95th Street {(Illinois Route 12/20), and urge you to
cancel any such plans and proposals.



If further, detailed objections are of assistance, the
committee will be pleased to send a representative to
personally explain our concerns and objections.

You

7/4

oger F. Shiels
Secretary

cc: Illinois Senator Howard B. Brookins
18th Legislative District
Cuemiah Jackson, Community Services



Toe: T1tinis Department of Ivzrsoortat fon
From: Pogpree Off3e-r 2virus Manrn st o5 17020 00 s,

Subjecl: Uperation Greenlight Y5th St. traffic concerns

T am 2 Chilcago Polpee Off:oery currenlls, and for thne

tast 30+ ponlhy, ascigned Lo Teot patyol duty on ¥50h St

from bestlerny Ywe. § 2400 bese P Lo Aellan: Ave. C1n00 kel
frome B a0M. to 4:30 PoM, Juee. throupgh Ss1.,

Moo opramary fanction a1r o bhne prereonsl o s470 by Al D ma
Chitdren, comnmuters. choppere, and business peopde whe use
anrd cross 83Lh St. on my beal. Second!s my duties include
the traffic flow and parking enforcement on this beat.

It is my professional op;nion that. any change in parking
restriction on 95th Si. in mv area which reduce parking on
05Lh would have serious adverge effect on the many businesses
on this strip. Anv method which increases traffic either car
or bus., via a bus lane or other, would seriously endanper the

many children and olher pedestrians that cross 95th St.

Sincerely,

| N & i

Patrol Officer Arthur C. Munin #17922

Chicago Police Department 22 Districl
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LEE’'S CLOTHES CLOSET
1706 W. 95TH STREET ¢ CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643 ¢ PHONE 233-1240

™ Tiiinots Dept. of Transportation

TO

1

DATE 7=22~91 . - 1

T T0 WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

- .

This is to advise you of our "OHPOSING" the following proposals =~
Opposed to further restricting qr removing on-sgreet parking:
Opposed to increasing traffic oy 95th St., and meking it & ma jor
thoroughtare: and opposed to crdating any sort of Ybus" lane or
traffic lane next to the A_s_fl}dewag.k. o

Yop;:j_s trul_y, .

| Gt T

. ... Ann I, Gentile _ .

By . . e e oL R SIGNED . - . e
Rem = NR73 The Drawing Board Dallas. Texas 75266-0429
¢ Wheeler Group Inc., 1982

INSTRJC NONE 70 BENRER INSTRUTTIONS TO RECEIVER

~ KEEP YELLOW CORY 2 SEND WHITE AND PiNk COPICS INTAST TAWRATE REELY 2 DETATH STUE FECR P JOPS Re TORS WHTE LOOY TC SENDER



/-ALFRED T. BEAN, D.D.S., P.C.

August 7, 1991

I11inois Department of Transportation

Gentlemen:

As a Tocal business person and commercial property owner
on 95th Street in Chicago, I am opposed to "Operation
Greenlight" as is written.

I believe that traffic flow along 95th Street could be
better improved by other means, hut certainly not by
eliminating parking. I am also opposed to making S5th
Street a major thoroughfare and ¢reating any sort of
"bus" Tane or traffic lane next to the sidewalk.

Respectfully ygdurs,
AN

Alfred 7. Bean, D.D.S.

L 1720 WEST 95TH STREET CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643 (312) B81-7444 ———)




¥
I- gfimme[ & SONS

2201 West 95th Street, Chucago, M. 60643
ALL TELEPHONES ...... (312)Y779-7000 \ ’
Freezing Cold Fur Storage Vaulis 0 ur r Ler 5 SINCE 1848

July 20, 1991

JLLINOIS Dept. of Transportation
RE: "QOperation Greenlight"
Gentlemen:

We have been informed two separate studies are
on-going regarding traffic on 95th Street.

As a long-time business resident of 95th Street
and a member of the 95th St. Business Association, I
strongly protest any moves in the direction of restrict-
ing or changing traffic patterns t¢ create a major
thoroughfare or any artificial development of bus lanes
or traffic lanes on 95th Street which would restrict
easy access to the businesses on this street.

This 1s a vital, healthy business area and 95th
Street is the life-blood of the community. Anything
that will be detrimental to it's survival must be
vigorously opposed. There has been a major parking
space problem for a long time in this area, compounded
by the needs of the commuters using the Rock Island
train station. Efforts should be geared toward solving
that deficiency rather than adding to the burden of
providing public access to the thriving businesses now
established on 95th St.

We strongly oppose making 95th St. a major thorough-
fare by changing traffic patterns or establishing bus
lanes and parking lanes. Please consider this in your
deliberations on the future of the 95th Street business
climate.

Sincerely,

—ﬁ%ﬁé/j@///bm Z ubf;

HARCLD 3. HIMMEL
PRESIDENT

HSH/mc



¥
| £ 3ft'mme[ & SONS

2201 West 95th Street, Chicago, 11, 60643 &

ALL TELEPHONES ...... (312)779-7000 r
AN r’
Freezing Cold Fur Storage Vaults n u r Ler SINCE 1848

July 23, 1991

Illinois Dept. Of Transportation

RE: Operation Greenlight

Gentlemen:

I am writing to you concerning the studies
being conducted on 95th Street traffic.

As an employee of Himmel Furs I must use
95th Street daily. 1 feel any changes to 95th
Street would only add to more confusion. Then
from this confusion the flow of traffic would
be effected and this would bring congestion on
95th Street, not only to cars and buses, but
also for the pedestrians crossing 95th Street,
(which I also do daily)

Please consider this letter to any changes
that you are planning for 95th Street.

Very Truly Yours

Denise Murray



¥
I 3&”2"26[ & SONS

NCORPORATED

2201 West 95th Street, Chicago, 1. 60643

- : ; [ 4
ALL TELEPHONES . .... (312)779-7000
%
Freezing Cold Fur Storage Vaults n urrters SINCE 1BaB

July 23, 1991

Illinois Dept. of Transportation

RE: Operation Greenlight

Gentlemen:

We've been informed that there are some
studies being conducted regarding traffic on
g5th St.

I am an employee of Himmel Furs and I
drive to work from my Beverly home. It is a
short and pleasant drive and anything that will
change or add congestion to the area is not a
good move to the well being of §5th Street or
the merchants on the street, their customers and
residents of the neighborhood.

I am not in favor of creating bus lanes or
alternate parking lanes, etc. Please leave our
street the way it is right now. It is a viable,
pleasant shopping strip, and should stay that way.

Very truly yours,

Gardy, St

Marilyn Cahill

MC



Plaques, Trophies & Gifts by Perci

1830-32 West 95th Street
Chicago, Illinois 60643

% 312.445.0846
¥ 312.445.0509

July 22, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation

To Whom It May Concern:

As a property owner-taxpayer, business owner,
registered voter and a grandmother in this community
for 17 years I am appalled that you should even
consider the restrictions of curb parking and bus
lanes along the curb on 95th St.

We have children in this area who attend schools
on both sides of 95th St. which would prove too
hazardous and would cause loss of lives to our
children, seniors and the handicapped who also use
g5th St. facilities.

My customers, employees and neighbors in the

Beverly Area are indignant and we are-

-opposed to further restricting or removing on-street
parking

-opposed to increasing traffic on 95th Street and
making it a major thoroughfare; and

-opposed to creating any sort of "bus" lane or

traffic lane next to the sidewalk.

Sincerely,

Aerie od Lottt
Doris Packnett
Owner-Plaques , Trophies & Gifts by Perci
Homeowner- 9230 S. Pleasant
(312) Lhs-6254



PRINTING CENTER, INC.

2224 West G5th Street
Chicago, Itlinois 60643
312/881-4210 Fax 881-3226

August 5, 1991

Illinois Dept. of Transportation

Attention: Mr. Mike Williamson

Let me cut right to the chase.

As a business located on the "strategic regional artery" if
the plan to prohibit parking on 95th street is implemented,
then the last business out can turn the lights off.

95th street parking is all we have for our customers. The
current traffic pattern of one-way streets and restricted
parking on the feeder streets makes 95th street the only
convenient access to and from our places of business.

Unless some thought is given to the particular circumstances
of the "Beverly Mile" parking needs then IDOT's operation
"Green Light" will become operation "Economic Blight" for
the businesses on 95th street.

Since

Thomas Gavin
Owner



ANNE W. LEONARD BOOEKS
1935 West 95th Street
Chicago, IL 60643
(312) 239.7768
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August 1, 1991

This is to be directed to:

TLLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

I am a merchant on 95th street in the Beverly area and am
opposing your propesal to change the city streets. I don't have
much parking as it is, just in front of my store location and need
the parking desperately., along with MANY other merchants.

Your proposal, will restrict our customers from parking,
therfore hurt all of our businesses. We as merchants need parking

for our customers to keep 95th street the shopping area it has been
for many many years.

Sincezazj)?ézzx/

ﬁiziZ‘Richard
CHICAGOLAND BICYCLES
1944 W. 95th Street

Chicago, Illineis 60643



The
Beverly Hills Gallery

Original Qil DPaintings * Lithographs s Drints
— Expert Custom Framing —

2133-35 Wesl 95th Streel (312) 739-7460
Chicago. lllinois 60643

Illinois Department of Transportation

Springfield, 1IL July 25, 1991

RE: Operation "Green Light®"

In response to IDOT's recommendations on addressing traffic
congestions on 95th Street, we as merchants on the shopping
strip are categorically opposed

1. to restrict or remove parking along the curb
during peak periods (rush hours), and

2. to provide "bus" lanes along the curb.

As a Beverly Hills resident and businessman on 95th Street,
we have for decades struggled to improve parking along our

business strip. The city and state have conducted one study
after an other to remedy the serious lack of parking.

The 95th Street commercial district as well as the resident-
ial Beverly Hills community as a whole would suffer serious-
ly if the Illinois Department ¢f Transportation would go
through with the above intended changes.

We are totally oprosed to restrictions of this kind; we need
more parking and not less.

i —

Cordially yours,

TH HILLS GALLERY

alserauer
Prop.



COMPLUS
r

COMPLUS INC. 9500 South Vanderpoel
Chicago, Itlinois 60643
Phone 312/233-0306
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Kimberly Beauty Supply
1759 wW. 95th St.
Chgo,I1. 60643

July 26, 1991

To: 1llinois Depariment Of Transportation

It has come to my attention, as well as other business people
of the 95th St., Beverly Hills area, that studies are being
done to improve traffic flow by removing curb parking and
adding a bus lane.

I am very opposed to these ideas for several reasons,

1f this is approved sales would drop drastically and that
means taxes would to. It maybe helpful for the flow of traffic
but, not for the business owners.

Parking in the area is bad enough, and it Keeps sales down

by a slight percentage. However, instead of decreasing the
flow of traffic, increase parking. More ample parking would
increase sales as well as more tax dollars for the state.

What the area is in need of is more parking. That is an

idea that the area and the business owners need.

Kimberly R. Richmond



.

Maurice Blackman and Sons
“The Friendly Jewelers”

/\‘

EST. 1933 July 23, 1991
Dear Sirs;

I am vriting to present my position on "Operation
Greenlight." 1 am most definitely opposed to further
restricting or removing on-street parking. I am opposed
to increasing traffic on 95th Street and making it a major
thoroughfare and I am opposed to creating any sort of "bus"
lane or traffic lane next to the sidewalk.

I already receive customer complaints due to inadequate
parking. For years, I have been trying to iﬂgzgggg_parking
on 95th Street. In my opinion, the prposed recommendations

would have a serious negative impact.

Sincerely,

GooeadiOBla ot .

Ronald Blackman

e, 2323 West 95th Street ® Chicago, Minois 60643 ® (312) 239-3737




MARKLANDHUBBARD

(wOURMET PROVISIONS

1931 West 95th Street © Chicago, IL 60643 o (312) 239-5757

Illinois Department of Transportation
95th Street Business Association

c/o Ms. Lois Weber

9006 South Hoyne Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60620

To Wham It May Concern:

As a business owner on 95th Street and resident of the Beverly Hills
Cammunity, I strongly object to the Department of Transportation's
recommendations to restrict or remove parking along the curb of 95th
Street, and the creating of "bus" lanes along the curb.

Our Business Association has spent years trying to create (not eliminate)
parking on 35th Street to help support our vital business community.
Further, I feel your recommendations would increase traffic on 95th
Street, which would endanger the safty of our residents.

Though your recommendations may lock good on paper, I feel the negative
impact would far outweigh the benefits.

Thanking you for your reconsideration.
Yours very truly

(Dbsdea? Prccke

Sandra M. Prusko
Owner



Chicago Independent

BULLETIN

INTERPRETIVE, INFORMATIVE
-— INVOLVED -

2037 WEST 95TH STREET - CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643 - ST 3-1040 and ST 3-1043

July 29, 1391 HURLEY GREEN
Publlsher-Editor

Iliinois Depertment of Transportation

It hzs come to my attention, &s & 95th Strezt RPusinsssmen thst
the =study "Cperstion Greenlicht," is concerned with the traffic
flov on C5th Stre=t.

It is my further understesnding thet two of the reccomendestions
being considered are: the rectriction or the removcl of rerking
along the curb; znd to provice 'bus' lenes zlong the curb,

Both ¢f these recommendztions are objgg}ioéable. Azs business
owners, we need reasonable parking for our customers, Buses,

£zt thie point and time, are not a problem.

The Mall concept wazs discerded in Englewocod becszuse there wss a
marked decreegse in shoprers. We do not went the same thing for
95th Street.

We howne you will tske our wishes 1nto considerztion as you

conclude your study.

Concerned,

Frelp £ s

Hurley L.  Green

CHICAGO'S INTERPRETIVE, INFORMATIVE AND INVOLVED WEEKLY NEWSPAPER
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STORE FOR MEN

1636 West 95th Street
I1linois Department of Transportation Chicago, lilinois 60643

Phone: 235-9200
July 26, 1991

To whom it may concern:

It has been brought to our attention that the Department
of Transportation is considering restricting parking along
95th Street between Ashland and Western Ave. There is
already a lack of parking space in the area. If you restrict
parking on the street, we would certainly lose a portion of
our customer base and we would be forced to search for a new
location for our business.

Sincerely,

@{ Ef{a/

Robert Raffeld
President
Maxis Store For Men

RR/rm



Eastern Criental Rug Company
1814 vest 95th Street
Chicago, Il. 60643

July 26, 1991
Illinois Dept. of Transportation

Eastern Crientzl Rug Co. has been at its present
location for over €0 years. Wwe want to continue to stay
here. 411 the btusinesses on 95th Street will greatly suffer
if we turn it into 2 highway. Wwe are very much opposed to
further restricting or removing on-street parking.
#e are definitely opposed to increasing traffic on
95th Street and making it 2 major thoroughfare. We are also
opposed to creating any sort of bus lane or traffic lane next
to the sidewzlk.
Qur community also has many schools where children must
cross daily 95th Street dzily.
Such a move as this would definitely have a negative
impact on our community.
incerely,
Gagrohan, s S
astérn Criental RLg Co.
1814 west 95th Street

Chicago, Il. 60643
312-233-4295



Mcponald's

&
Bias Enterprises
2250 West 95th Street

Chicago, lllinois 60643
312/881-9283

LICENSEE OF McDONALD'S CORPORATION



FURNITURE
CRAFTSMEN
SINCE 1812

1909 w. 95th STREET / CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643 / PHONE 238-5711

July 29, 1991

To; Illinois Department of Transportation

In regard to your survey, through "Operation Greenlight", on how to
improve traffiec flow on 95th Street. I, as owner and manager of Homer's
Furniture at 1909 W. 95ht Street, in the Beverly Area, em completely
opposed to your recommendations. We have been located here for thirty six
years and are proud to be a part of the history and beauty of this are=z.

The merchants on 95th Street are faced with the problem of not
enough parking. We are competing with mwall shopping and to take away or
restrict our parking will further endanger the accessibility to our places
of business,

We are definitely opposed to increased traffic on 95ht Street and to
making it a major thoroughfare. As we have five schools within five blocks
of 95th Street children are crossing at least three times daily. The
library is also located on 95th Street and therefore the Street gets added
foot traffie from the community.

As the Beverly Area of 95th Street gets heavy pedestrain traffie, the
idea of a "bus" lane or traffic lane is a most unfavorable solution. Young
mothers with toddlers and babies in strollers, senjor citizens, children
and young people are constantly strolling J5thStreet between Western and
Ashland Avenues. On week ends the people ot this community walk and take
in the beauty of their neighborhood. The fimes from the motorized vehieles
are bad enough without bringing them up to the sidewalk. Also the danger
of added injury in a case of a accident is more prevalent,

We hope you will take all these added thoughts into consideration
before going ashead with any of these undesirable plans.

/OgSth Street Homer!s Furniture



Sandman Waterbeds
2241 S. 95th Street
Chicago, Illinois

July 30, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
Dear Sirs:

I received a letter recently addressing the 95th Street district
in regards to removing parking along the street during peak periods,
rush hours, etc., and to provide bus lanes along the curb. This
supposedly is suggested to speed up traffic flow, through 95th Street.
1 would be completely opposed to this as a business person on this
street. We don't need less parking for our cusomers, but more. My
business as well as all the others depend on customers being able to
conveniently park to come into our stores. Please look for anm
alternate route, but don't disrupt the community.

Thank you,

Wbl

William Booth
Owner, Sandman Waterbeds



ROURS

Monday - Friday 9:00 - 4:00 TELEPHONE 2138 W, 95th Street

Saturda . : 779-4724 Chicago, IL 60643
y 9:00 - 3:00 82,

A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
IN SUPPORT OF

P\?. i\’z}\f\g gﬂg; LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL SOUTH
2 B

July 24, 1991

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Gentlemen:

It has come to the attention of Bargain Bazaar that our limited
on-street parking spaces in front of our store might be "reduced"
or (perish the thought) possibly taken away from us several hours
a day.

What a hardship that would put on our business! We would lose
customers because hiking with packages in hand is not their favorite
sport. And perhaps our business doors would have to close.

Bargain Bazaar is opposed to further restricting or removing
on-street parking;
is opposed to increasing traffic on 95th Street
and making it a major thoroughfare; and
is opposed to creating any sort of "bus"™ lane or
traffic lane next to the sidewalk.

If the Department of Transportation wants to create a fast moving
"Business Route 12/20" they should look for alternate locations.
Little businesses are what our country has thrived on in the past;
don't drive them out of business in this fast-pace world.

Very truly yours,

Ruth Dishop, Manager



LARRY’S AUTO REPAIR
2043 W, 95th Street
Chicago, Illinois 60643

July 23, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
310 S. Mi-znigan Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60604

Gentlemen:

As the owner of Larry’s Auto Repair on 95th Street, I am strongly opposed to certain
recommendations of "Operation Greenlight;" namely:

1. to restrict or remove on-street parking along the curb during peak periods
(rush hours), thus increasing traffic on 95th Street and making it a major
thoroughfare; and
2. to provide "bus" or traffic lanes next to the sidewalk.
As a member of the 95th Street Business Association we have been trying to increase
parking. Reducing on-street parking and turning 95th Street into a virtual highway
would have a serious negative impact on my business, the 95th Street commerical district
and the Beverly Hills community -- there are five schools within five blocks of 95th
Street; children cross 95th Street three times daily just going to school.
Thank you for your consideration.

Slncerely,

Run;ie

Owner

LR:gb
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Chicago's Largest Fabric Store « 1750 West 95th Street

« Chicago, lllinols 60643
e Phone: 312/238-5560

July 23, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation

Gentlemen:

I've been a merchant on 95th Street for 27
years. Many merchants and residents share my
feelings of not converting 95th Street into a
major thoroughfare. I strongly oppose a "bus™

lane or traffic lane next to the sidewalk.

Merchants on 95th Street need all the
parking and "normal street flow" for the bene-

fit of community and business welfare.

JIMW/mk1
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Illinois Department of Transportation
c/o 95th St. Business Association

c/o Ms. Lois Weber

9006 S. Hoyne Avenue

Chicago, Il. 60620

Dear Sirs:

As a local business person and as a Community resident, I au
opposed to any plans to restrict or remove parking along 95th,
St. in the Beverly Hills area of Chicago.

Beverly Hills/Morgan Park is an extremely vibrant business and
residential commnity. We do not need 95th. St. to become another
suburbanized highway. We want to attract shoppers and keep 95th.
St. "crossable" for all of our citizens.

Please dismiss any plans to reduce or eliminate curb parking in
the heart of our business commnity.

2

’

Dennis M. Ryan

Vice President

Beverly Hills/Morgan Park
Business Association



July 22 1991

Beverly True Value
2233 W 95th Street
Chfcago Il. 60643

I1llinols Department of Transportation

To Whorm 1t may concern:

Please be advised that thls busliness 1s looklhg to in-
crease, not decrease parking on 95th Street. We are
further opposed to dlviding our community in half by
making 95th Street a highway.

l. We are opposed to Increasing traefflec
on 95th Street and making it a
ma Jor thorocughfare.

2. We are opposed to creating any sort
of "bus" lane or traffic lane next
to the sidewnlk,

If the Department of Transportation wants to make
a fast moving "Buslness Route 12/20", please look
for alternate locations.

Thank You

Sincerely

anmon? Twema

Beverly True Value
2233 W 95th Street
Chicago I1 60643

RI:cl



Hilltop Puiat
1316 (Jes€ I5th St reet
Chicc:jo, Llinois 60645
F8(-T300

July 25, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
Gentlemen:

As a small Businessman on 95th Street I am
opposed to the proposed elimination of warking
spaces Because it would ®e detrimental to the
businesses on the street and there are more
negatives than positives in this proposal.

Negatives: 1l. Bus lines would Be dangerous
for the school children in the area.

2. Making a highway of 95th Street
would serve no useful »urpose
and would ®e harmful to the
surrounding neighborhood.

3. There is no available parking
on the side streets.

Positives: ?2?7?
Sincerely,
éiﬂjﬁ'67-f
Curtis 0, Hook
COH:arh



Citibank, F.S.B. Beverly (312} 238-4002
9449 S. Western Ave.
Chicago, llinois
60620-6249

CITIBANCS

T1linois Department of Trznepartatisn

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in order to voice my opposition to the proposed
reduction of on street parking in the viecinity of 95th and
Western. A~ a member of the ©5th Street 2usiness
Azsocialicn, I zi very coancerned about how such a proposal
would impact my business.

Specifically, I am proposed to any further restrictions or
the removal of on-street parking and the increasing traffic
on 95th Street if made a major thoroughfare. Lastly, I

am opposed to creating an sort of bus lanes or traffic lane
next to the sidewalk in this area.

The 95th and Western intersectiocn is already congested and
further traffic would only exXacerbate the situation.
Please register my opposition to this proposal and direct
any questions to me at (312) 238-4002.

Sincera2ly, .

Zarhl f

Frank V. Hynes
Branch Manager



Roosevelt J(im[nouglz, @.@3, Lid

2026 WEST 93T STREET
CHICAGO, It 60643

TELEFHORE 312 238-1933

.-linois Department of Transportation;

As a member of the 95th Street Beverly Hills Business Association
+nyld like to voice my opposition of "QOperation Greenlight."
I am opposed to further restricting or removing on-street parking.
m opposed to increasing traffic on 95th Street and making it a major
horoughfare. I also oppose the creation of any sort of "bus" lane or traffic
ne next to the sidewalk. We have five schobls within five blocks of 95th
Street with children crossing daily to go to school. Early this spring in the
iiddle of the day,a woman was killed by a hit and run driver at 95th and Damen.
95¢th Street does not need to be turned into a highway. We feel this would
have serious negative economic, environmental and safety effects on our

business and in the neighborhood.

If the Department of Transportation wants to create a fast moving

YBusiness Route 12/20" they should look for alternate locations,

Sincerely,

Lo

" Roosevelt Kimbrough D.D.S.,Htd.







A_merican General
Finance, Inc.

2313 W 95lh Street » Chicago, llingis  60643-1036 » (312) 445-7755 A Subsiaiary of

Amencan General Corporalion

July 22, 1991

To: The Illinois Department of
Transportation
C/0 95th Street Business Association
9006 S. Hoyne Avenue
Chicago IL 60620

ATTENTION: Ms. Lois Weber

Dear Ms. Weber:

In reply to the letter we received regarding removing on~-street parking:
we oppose to increasing traffic on 95th Street and making it a major
thoroughfare; and we oppose to creating any sort of "bus" lane or traffic

lane next to the sidewalk.
Sincerely,

TONRA

Rose Broughton
Manager

RB; tg

O Ao

|




" . THE
XX THERAPEUTIC
[N WORK CENTER

22 July 1891

Dear Sirs:

As owner/operator of a business located on West 95th St. and as a
resident of the Beverly Community I am opposed to further
restricting or removing on-street parking; opposed to increasing
traffic on 95th street and making it a major thoroughfare; and
opposed to creating any sort of "bus" lane or traffic next to the
sidewalk. This will have a considerable negative impact on the
already decreased availability of parking spaces thus creating
distress for business along 95th St; as well as promote serious
safety hazards tor residents and visitors to the community.

Sincerely,
oy it
Margo Strotter

MS/tw

2104 W. 95th Street = Chicago, lllinois 60643 »  (312) 445-7934



z

J. EDWARD MAHONEY

GENERAL INSURANCE AGENCY

July 22, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
5108 North Elston Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Sir/Madam:

I wish to register my disapproval of any attempt to restrict or remove curb parking during
peak periods on 95th Street between Ashland and Western Avenue. To provide bus Janes
along the curb at varying periods of time during the day would do nothing but add confusion
to an already congested situation. There is inadequate parking for customers of businesses
located on 95th Street at the present time. Anything that would restrict parking would only
add to an already bad situation.

J. Edward Mahoney
President

9448 South Vanderpoel Avenue Chicago, lllinois 60620 (312) 233-0093



EVERGREEN

9730 SOUTH WESTERN AVENUE
SUITE alB
EYERGREEN PARK. ILLINGIS 60647
AREA CODE 312-425-B900
FAX F0B-422-9780

July 23, 1991

Dear Sir:

It has been brought to my attention that the Illinois Department of

Transportation is making plans to remove all parking along the 95th
Street corridor - 94 to 294.

Our company owns the property along 95th on both sides of the street
(from Campbell Avenue in Evergreen Park into Chicago at Oakley}, and
we feel that this action will have a devastating effect on these busi-
nesses. We have had problems with insufficient parking for years
{east of Western on 95th Street), and this would only worsen the sit-

uation: retailers will not lease space, unless their customers have
convenient and close parking.

I would hope that there would be an alternative proposal or plan sub-
mitted, but to deny property owners the opportunity to provide ample

parking would create an added burden in renting the properties along
the corridor.

Any consideration you can extend, concerning this situation, would
be most appreciated. If you have any questions, I can be reached
at 312/445-8300.
Sincerely,
EVERGREEN /-

//mé( ,gn/-"‘-
Vincent J. Gavin

General Manager

VJIG:jm

AMERICA'S FINEST RETAiIL DEVELOPMENT



Yoola o Plush N &t

SPECIALIZING IN UNIQUE ACCESSORIES & APPAREL

2145 WEST 95TH STREET
CHICAGO, IL 60643
(312) 233-1304

July 22, 1991

TO: Illinois Department of Transportation:

We have an exsisting retail business on 95th Street and
every since I have been here there has been a parking
problem, so therefore we oppose further restricting or
removing on-street parking.

We are opposed to increasing traffic on 95th street and
making it a major thoroughfare; and opposed to creating any
sort of "bus" lane or traffic lane next tc the sidewalk.

Shficerely,



Chesterfield ffederal

SAVINGS nnn LOAN ASSOCIATION

10801 SOUTH WESTERN AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINO!S 60643
PHONE 239-6000
FAX 239-6114

July 22, 1991

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORATION

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

On behalf of our employees who live in the areas surrounding 95th Street and

do their shopping locally, I would like to inform you that your future plan

to increase the traffic flow, create "Bus" Tanes next to sidewalks, and restrict
the present on-street parking, will:

1.

Endanger the safety of hundreds of children who cross 95th
Street to go to their schools.

Endanger the safety of residents who shop at the stores
located on both sides of 95th Street.

Seriously change the neighborly and residential character
of the Beverly Hills area and the other communities situated
along the sides of 95th Street.

Result in the closing of a great number of stores which
depend on local shoppers and desperately need more parking
for their customers.

Thank you very much for your consideration. If you have any questions, or if
you would T1ike me to meet with you in person to discuss the seriousness of
your contemplating changes, please Tet me know.

GV:ri

Sincerely,

CHESTERFIELD FEDERAL SAVINGS

AND LOAN ASSOCIATION
o/

GREGORY VASSOS
Human Resources Director

cc: M. E. DeHaan

10135 Robarts Rosd Prios Hills, IL 80455 . 22 West Lincoln Highway Frankfort, IL 60423

706-430-2662 FAX TDB-430-2667 815-468-4500 FAX B15-469-0664 '\ o



THE COUNTRY THRIFT SHOPPE

sponsored by
Auxiliary of Christ Hospital & Medical Center
1800 West 95th Street
Chicago, IL 60643
Telephone: 238-6985

July 22, 1991

I1linois Lepurtment of [runsportsztiosn:
Lear Sir:

We heve become wware of your proposed plans for a cnanze
in tne exlsltinz paraing =long 9%th Street,

WZ +XE SIA0a3LY OFPOSED TO THE PROFPCSED rPlax.

48 a charltzble Auxlliazsry soonsored busliness, steffed
py Volunteers, we are z "Service Buslness" In the area.
Our customers need convient pzrklaz as many are elcerly
and fixed incomes. &lso, It would hinder our donors
parkinz znd n tneir "Droppling off" of contribations

to osur snop. People would Just zo by and pztronlze
SLher resale s8noDs wWhere parkinz would be convenlent
tota to patron ena donor.

PLE:EE...... I urze you not to put tris plzn 1nto effect
as It would be an enosrmous detriment to our buslness
in these zlready difficult times.

Sincerely, Cjﬁzifht/

Barbara Relser
Chalrmun
sountry Inrift Saopre



RoBeERT A. BERGHOFF & ASSOCIATES
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
134 NORTH LA SALLE STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINQIS 80602

ROBERT A. BERGHOFF
CHRISTOPHER J. BERGHOFF

TELERPHONE (312) 855-1818
FacsiMILE (312) 372-8504

July 22, 1991

llinois Department of Transportation

Gentlemen:

It has been brought to my attention that your department is considering various
measures that would turn West 95th Street into a faster-moving thoroughfare and to do
so that curb parking during rush-hours would be prohibited and bus-lanes would be
provided along the curbs. Such measures would no doubt speed the traffic on 95th
Street but would also jeopardize the safety of school children and citizens who cross it
daily and the parking restrictions would have a chilling effect on businesses which are
already hampered by a significant lack of on street parking.

95th Street bisects the residential Beverly Hills community of Chicago from Ashland
to Western Avenues. |t is a peaceful, local, commercial strip, with a carefully maintained
parkway medium and we (residents) want to keep it that way.

The writer has lived in the Beverly community for 26 years and is currently a
director of the Beverly Improvement Association and a member of the executive

committee of the Beverly Area Planning Association.

Robert A. Berghoft

Sincerely,

RAB:mb



1955 W. 91st Street
Chicago., IL 60620
July 22, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
c/0 95th Street Business Assocliation
Ms. Lois Weber

9006 S. Hoyne Ave.

Chicago, IL 60620

RE: 95th Street Parking
To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing with regard to the study currently in progress
for West 95th Street. I would like to state my strong
opposition to any restriction or removal of parking during
peak periecds along West 95th Street as well as a "bus lane”
along the curbs,

I have been a resident of the Beverly community for 25 years
and have been very involved with business development for the
past 10 years. My concerns are twofold:

1, Parking in urban areas has always been a critical
concern for the vitality ©f the business community.
95th Street businesses have limited parking at this
time, Reducing the parking by restricting or removing
parking during peak times will negatively impact the
existing business ability to attract customers, We are
already losing businesses to the suburbs with off street
parking and our abllity to attract new bhusinesses would
be seriously impalired with a loss of parking.

2. As 95th Street is a community shopping strip and five
schools are located within five blocks, the creation of
4 bus lane would imperil the safety of school children
and pedestrians, as well. It appears that these changes
would increase the amount and Speed of traffic on West
95th Street.



Page 2 - 95th Street

While realizing that this is a state highway., you must
understand that the road intersects a community and the
interests and safety of the businesses and residents must
remain a priority during the decision making process. You
nust leave the existing parking as it presently exists. I
realize the buses have a problem stopping at bus stops due to
illegal parking. The police should monitor this situation.
Do not penalize a community due to the wrongdoing of a few
individuals.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.
Sincerely.

LS55

Julia B. Girsch




July 26, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
C/0 S5th Street Business Association
9006 S. Hoyne Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60620

RE: Proposed "Operation Green Light"™ project
Dear Gentlemen

I wish to inform you of my strong opposition to any
proposal which would reduce parking or increase vehicular
traffic on that section of 95th Street (Route 12/20) located
within the Beverly Hills area of Chicago. Additionally, I
oppose any plan to introduce a "bus" lane or traffic lane on
95th Street. Any plan to increase commuter traffic on this
street would be a severe detriment to our residential
community, and would be adverse to the area's historic
district status.

I feel that your proposal to expand the use of 95th
Street would drastically threaten the safety of the children
in our area that must traverse this artery to attend one of
five schools serving our community.

Lastly, our area, and particularly the businesses on
95th Street, desperately needs more parking, not less, We
are a unigue, registered, urban historic district, that is
well served by mass transit commuter rail service. Our
needs and priorities should be guided to facilitate such
environmentally sound alternatives to individual vehicular
born modes of transportation.

Do not increase traffic on Illinois Route 12/20, (85th
Street).

Thank You

“Toiotly Lo
N\% \ eonond



July 26, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
C/0 95th Street Business Association
9006 S. Hoyne Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60620

RE: Proposed "Operation Green Light" project
Dear Gentlemen

I wish to inform you of my strong opposition to any
proposal which would reduce parking or increase vehicular
traffic on that section of 95th Street (Route 12/20) located
within the Beverly Hills area of Chicago. Additionally, I
oppose any plan to introduce a "bus" lane or traffic lane on
95th Street. Any plan to increase commuter traffic on this
street would be a severe detriment to our residential
community, and would be adverse to the area's historic
district status.

I feel that your proposal to expand the use of 95th
Street would drastically threaten the safety of the children
in our area that must traverse this artery to attend one of
five schools serving our community.

Lastly, our area, and particularly the businesses on
95th Street, desperately needs more parking, not less. We
are a unique, registered, urban historic district, that is
well served by mass transit commuter rail service. Our
needs and priorities should be guided to facilitate such
environmentally sound alternatives to individual vehicular
born modes of transportation,

Do not increase traffic on Illinois Route 12/20, (95th
Street).

Thank You
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Illinois Department of Transportation
C/0 95th Street Business Association
9006 5. Hoyne Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60620

RE: Proposed "Operation Green Light" project
Dear Gentlemen

I wish to inform you of my strong opposition toc any
proposal which would reduce parking or increase vehicular
traffic on that section of 95th Street (Route 12/20) located
within the Beverly Hills area of Chicago. Additionally, I
oppose any plan to introduce a "bus" lane or traffic lane on
95th Street. Any plan to increase commuter traffic on this
street would be a severe detriment to our residential
community, and would be adverse to the area's historic
district status.

I feel that your proposal to expand the use of 95th
Street would drastically threaten the safety of the children
in our area that must traverse this artery to attend one of
five schools serving our community.

Lastly, our area, and particularly the businesses on
95th Street, desperately needs more parking, not less. We
are a unigue, registered, urban historic district, that is
well served by mass transit commuter rajil service. Our
needs and priorities should be guided to facilitate such
environmentally sound alternatives to individual vehicular
born modes of transportation.

Do not increase traffic on Illinois Route 12/20, (95th
Street).

Thank You

Sy (77
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July 26, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
C/0 95th Street Business Association
9006 S. Hoyne Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60620

RE: Proposed "Operation Green Light" project
Dear Gentlemen

I wish to inform you of my strong opposition to any
proposal which would reduce parking or increase vehicular
traffic on that section of 95th Street (Route 12/20) located
within the Beverly Hills area of Chicago. Additionally, I
oppose any plan to introduce a "bus" lane or traffic lane on
95th Street. Any plan to increase commuter traffic on this
street would be a severe detriment to our residential
community, and would be adverse to the area's historic
district status.

I feel that your proposal to expand the use of 95th
Street would drastically threaten the safety of the children
in our area that must traverse this artery to attend one of
five schools serving our community.

Lastly, our area, and particularly the businesses on
95th Street, desperately needs more parking, not less. We
are a unique, registered, urban historic district, that is
well served by mass transit commuter rail service. Our
needs and priorities should be guided to facilitate such
environmentally sound alternatives to individual vehicular
born modes of transportation.

Do not increase traffic on Illinois Route 12/20, (95th
Street).

Thank You

Gawenk oy
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July 26, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
C/0 95th Street Business Association
9006 S. Hoyne Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60620

RE: Proposed "Operation Green Light" project
Dear Gentlemen

I wish to inform you of my strong opposition to any
proposal which would reduce parking or increase vehicular
traffic on that section of 95th Street (Route 12/20) located
within the Beverly Hills area of Chicago. Additionally, I
oppose any plan to introduce a "bus" lane or traffic lane on
95th Street. Any plan to increase commuter traffic on this
street would be a severe detriment to our residential
community, and would be adverse to the area's historic
district status.

I feel that your proposal to expand the use of 95th
Street would drastically threaten the safety of the children
in our area that must traverse this artery to attend one of
five schools serving our community.

Lastly, our area, and particularly the businesses on
95th Street, desperately needs more parking, not less. We
are a unique, registered, urban historic district, that is
well served by mass transit commuter rail service. Our
needs and priorities should be guided to facilitate such
environmentally sound alternatives to individual vehicular
born modes of transportation.

Do not increase traffic on Illinois Route 12/20, (95th
Street) .

Thank You

4 opdtf
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July 26, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
C/O0 95th Street Business Association
5006 S. Hoyne Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60620

RE: Proposed "Operation Green Light" project
Dear Gentlemen

I wish to inform you of my strong opposition to any
proposal which would reduce parking or increase vehicular
traffic on that section of 95th Street (Route 12/20) located
within the Beverly Hills area of Chicago. Additionally, I
oppose any plan to introduce a "bus" lane or traffic lane on
95th Street. Any plan to increase commuter traffic on this
street would be a severe detriment to our residential
community, and would be adverse to the area's historic
district status.

I feel that your proposal to expand the use of 95th
Street would drastically threaten the safety of the children
in our area that must traverse this artery to attend one of
five schools serving our community.

Lastly, our area, and particularly the businesses on
95th Street, desperately needs more parking, not less. We
are a unique, registered, urban historic district, that is
well served by mass transit commuter rail service. oOur
needs and priorities should be guided to facilitate such
environmentally sound alternatives to individual vehicular
born modes of transportation.

Do not increase traffic on Illinois Route 12/20, (95th
Street).

(fl;gﬁibﬁtd,/)7(@—1)L£x»crvt_,/
G Cen) oo 75?%
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Illinois Department of Transportation
C/0 95th Street Business Association
9006 S. Hoyne Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60620

RE: Proposed "Operation Green Light" project
Dear Gentlemen

I wish to inform you of my strong opposition to any
proposal which would reduce parking or increase vehicular
traffic on that section of 95th Street (Route 12/20) located
within the Beverly Hills area of Chicago. Additionally, I
oppose any plan to introduce a "bus" lane or traffic lane on
95th Street. Any plan to increase commuter traffic on this
street would be a severe detriment to our residential
community, and would be adverse to the area's historic
district status.

I feel that your proposal to expand the use of $5th
Street would drastically threaten the safety of the children
in our area that must traverse this artery to attend one of
five schools serving our community.

Lastly, our area, and particularly the businesses on
95th Street, desperately needs more parking, not less. We
are a unique, registered, urban historic district, that is
well served by mass transit commuter rail service. Our
needs and priorities should be guided to facilitate such
environmentally sound alternatives to individual vehicular
born modes of transportation.

Do not increase traffic on Illinois Route 12/20, (95th
Street).

Thank You

“m
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July 26, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
C/0 95th Street Business Association
9006 S. Hoyne Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60620

RE: Proposed "Operation Green Light" project
Dear Gentlemen

I wish to inform you of my strong opposition to any
proposal which would reduce parking or increase vehicular
traffic on that section of 95th Street (Route 12/20) located
within the Beverly Hills area of Chicago. Additionally, I
oppose any plan to introduce a "bus" lane or traffic lane on
95th Street. Any plan to increase commuter traffic on this
street would be a severe detriment to our residential
community, and would be adverse to the area's historic
district status.

I feel that your proposal to expand the use of 95th
Street would drastically threaten the safety of the children
in our area that must traverse this artery to attend one of
five schools serving our community.

Lastly, our area, and particularly the businesses on
95th Street, desperately needs more parking, not less. We
are a unique, registered, urban historic district, that is
well served by mass transit commuter rail service. Our
needs and priorities should be guided to facilitate such
environmentally sound alternatives to individual vehicular
born modes of transportation.

Do not increase traffic on Illinois Route 12/20, (95th
Street).

Thank You

Dbl k.



July 26, 1991

Roger Shiels
9410 S. Damen
Chicago, Illinois 60620

Illinois Department of Transportation
C/0 95th Street Business Association
9006 S. Hoyne Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60620

RE: Prcposed "Operation Green Light" project

Dear Gentlemen

I wish to inform you of my strong opposition to any
proposal which would reduce parking or increase vehicular
traffic on that section of 95th Street (Route 12/20) located
within the Beverly Hills area of Chicago. Additionally, I
oppose any plan to introduce a "bus"™ lane or traffic lane on
95th Street. Any plan to increase commuter traffic on this
street would be a severe detriment to our residential
community, and would be adverse to the area's historic
district status.

I feel that your proposal to expand the use of 95th
Street would drastically threaten the safety of the children
in our area that must traverse this artery to attend one of
five schools serving our community.

Lastly, our area, and particularly the businesses on
95th Street, desperately needs more parking, not less. We
are a unigue, registered, urban historic district, that is
well served by mass transit commuter rail service. Our
needs and priorities should be guided to facilitate such
environmentally sound alternatives to individual vehicular
born modes of transportation.

Do not increase traffic on Illinois Route 12/20, (95th
Street).

You

Roger F. Shiels
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July 26, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
C/0 95th Street Business Assoclation
9006 S. Hoyne Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60620

RE: Proposed "Operation Green Light" project
Dear Gentlemen

I wish to inform you of my strong opposition to any
proposal which would reduce parking or increase vehicular
traffic on that section of 95th Street (Route 12/20) located
within the Beverly Hills area of Chicago. Additionally, I
oppose any plan to introduce a "bus"“ lane or traffic lane on
95th Street. Any plan to increase commuter traffic on this
street would be a severe detriment to our residential
community, and would be adverse to the area's historic
district status.

I feel that your proposal to expand the use of 95th
Street would drastically threaten the safety of the children
in our area that must traverse this artery to attend one of
five schools serving our community.

Lastly, our area, and particularly the businesses on
95th Street, desperately needs more parking, not less. We
are a unique, registered, urban historic district, that is
well served by mass transit commuter rail service. Our
needs and priorities should be guided to facilitate such
environmentally sound alternatives to individual vehicular
born modes of transportation.

Do not increase traffic on Illinois Route 12720, (95th
Street).

Thank You

James J. Malcoly
9165 Sco. Damen Avenue
Chicago, I1. 60620
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Patricia M, Berry

V.P. Most Holy Redeemer
School Board

9536 S. Millard
Evergreen Park, Ill.
60642

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, Ill. 60196

I1.D.0.T.,

Enclosed you will find the petitions of our neighborhood
against your proposed plan to make a thoroughfare of 95th Street.
573 residents and voters have signed this petition in hopes of
stopping you from destroying ocur community. Not only would the
merchants be ruined along 95th street if their parking was taken
away but a serious saftey factor would result for our many
children.

95th Street runs through the center of our village. Many of
our children cross this already hazardous street daily to attend
school and other activities. Your turning 95th street into a
thoroughfare would result in even more traffic and more danger
for our children. Our play ground for Most Holy Redeemer Schocol
is directly on 95th street. We nc longer feel it would be a safe
place for our children to recreate if such a change were made in
the traffic flow. All this to save road eating trucks a few
minutes to gain access to I 294 we DO NOT feel is worth the
price!

Sincerely,

HsecziP77

Patricia M. Berr
9305 S. Millard Ave.
Evergreen Park, Il1,
60642

ec. /7?7‘1 0”‘0('7 Vaceo
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October B, 1891

Il1linois Department of Transportation
201 W. Center Court
Schaumburg. l1llinois 680196

Gent lemen:

1l wonld like to po on record AGALUST the proposed super six
lane highwav for 95th Street.

I work three miles from the houvee and fregquently drive. 1 do
5 mites over the limit but there are numerous cars who pass
me by doing 40-50 (1 assume) because they pull awayv from me.
1 have also observed truckers who blatantly disregard red
liehts and barrel right through regardless of who is in Lhe
way he it a etralght. drive or turn. 95TH STREET 1S A
BUISINESS DISTRICT FOR A SMALL SUBURBAN AREA. If truckers
want to make fast tracks between the Tri-State (294) and the
Dan Ryan Expressway. let them use 1 65 (Stevenson Expresesway)
and they deo a good .iob on tearing up those roade. we don't
need them tearing up ours as well.

Another reason for not committing to this proposal is the
number of school children, not only in Evergreen Park. but in
the other suburban areas who must cross 95th 8t.. As a parent
who sees what traffic speed is now. 1 worry how many deathe
or injuries would it take before the IDOT will listen to the
voicesa of the majority. What about the senior citizens who
have difficulty in crossine the street and who take longer to
cross than us quick stepping adults? Remember. it was some
transpnrtation department who took ovt all of the 18"-24"
median for pedestrian protection in the event of being caught
in the middle of the street. At least I felt safe being on
nne of these concrete dividers.

Finally 1 want to add fuel to the fire by informing IDOT of a
child who was struck hy a car while on his bike tryving to
crogs 95th St. 1 block west of 95th & MHenard. There is no
concrete middle there. only two vellow lines which is not
encugh room to even put your bike horizontal without fear of
being hit. But the child was hit on the north side of 95th
St. just west of the Pace Southwest Suburban Bus Barn. This

happened sometime in August (1 believe). 1 work for Pace,
did not witness the hit but gaw a limp child being taken to
the ambutlance. 1°m sure Oak Lawn has a record of this

accident. 1 don’t even think that the car that hit him
stopred but 1 cannot be sure. 1s this juat the beginning?



[<¥]

IDOT rneeds to open iks eves and slop being for quick traffic
patterns. Through truck traffic does not belong on 95th 5t.
Let them use B7th or go around the city. 95th Street as a
crosstown expregaway is not the anewer. THE SPEEDERS AND
TRUCKERS DO NOT RULE OUR HIGHWAYS AND IT TIME TO GET THAT
MESEAGE TO THEM. Let them take the time to “"smell the

roses' .

Sincerely.

fet) Lo

thleen Mazurek
9511 5. Homan Ave.
Evergreen Park, IL. 60642

v/gc: Mavor Anthony Vacco
Village of Evergreen Park
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October 29, 1991

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, Illinois 60196

To whom It May Concern:

I am writing to advise you that as a resident of Evergreen
Park for the past 15 years, I am opposed to the proposed
plan to eliminate parking and the widening of the 95th
Street corridor.

I find it hard to believe that any person would feel that
this proposed plan would benefit any person or business.
The losses to businesses are inconceivable.

As a concerned parent who has children attending Evergreen
Park Junior High and Evergreen Park High School, the thought
of increased traffic and speeds on %5th Street is a danger
that our community does not need.

I hope that the people involved with this proposed plan will
sincerely think about its' conseguences and the plan will be
canceled. The communities of Beverly Hills Chicago,
Evergreen Park and Oak Lawn will benefit from its
cancelation.

Sincerely yours,

Thomas L. Koenig
9034 S. Richmond Avenue
Evergreen Park, Illinois 60642

cc: Mayor Anthony Vacco
Administration Building
9418 S. Kedzie Avenue
Evergreen Park, Illinois 60642



Most Holy Redeemer School
9536 Millard Ave.
Evergreen Park, IL 60642

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196

Dear IDOT:

As students at Most Holy Redeemer School on 95th and Millard, we
are protesting the new plan to make 95th Street a faster connection
between I1-94 and 2-94 highways. The school is directly south of 95th
Street, and students live on both the north and south sides of 95th
8t. If the plan is approved, Evergreen Park will be split in two,
causing danger to the students on the north side who cross 95th St.
daily for school and many other reasons.

Also, some important and essential stores to Evergreen Park are
located along 95th Street, and if the parking lanes are eliminated,
our businesses will be in great danger.

Please help us keep our village of Evergreen Park alive.

Sincerely,

Mary Beth Topa, Secretary,
Moy Beth Topa
and the other members of the

Most Holy Redeemer School
Student Council



October 28, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, Illinois 60196

Gentlemen:

I am writing as a long time resident of Evergreen Park and
the Beverly Hills area of Chicago to protest the proposed
plan for eliminating parking and the widening of 95th
Street.

It is inconceivable that any one could feel that such a plan
would be of any benefit. The number of local businesses
that will be forced to close and or move because of this
change is frightening. These merchants, many of them in lo-
cations for years will be facing losses from which they
won't recover.

Aside from the unfairness of this, what about the residents
and school children who cross this already busy street?

The danger from increased traffic and increased speed is
evident to all of us. Why can't you people who are
supposedly experts, see what havoc this will cause.

Residents living near will also be relocating, particularly
seniors, or those with growing families, the danger of such
a speed-way is not attractive.

It is my sincere hope that some good common sense will be
invoked and this plan will be cancelled.

Yours very truly,

Marcalla M. Moore
3558 West 95th Street
Evergreen Park, Illinois 60642

cc: Mayor Anthony Vacco
Administration Building
9418 S. Kedzie Avenue
Evergreen Park, Illinois 60642



////_(/4/

e . 75&’&,&/“51 M%«JJ—J Lot VEott Httrs .
/ﬁ»»..i.n_, £ tlao pen ph v | oo
o proes P 7% attrd pakest.
Eren N ﬁé_ _ Arpmsiadig 7o
/%Zggﬁz/’a pteilke ?sﬁ/ffz.lx %‘xm‘f (Hret
pooridzn A et Gt Carge Sl
Bernadetie ~ Geac6~& Shnitzenbauwmer

Qo3a S Uico—
Eucr‘c\yce;\ ar k., T Gooda



A F MOORC &ASSOCIATES |NC

3T oear 2 ey L 204 T58) 38922

November 15, 1991

ILLINOIS DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, Illincis 60196

Gentlemen:

This letter is written as a protest to the proposed plan for
95th Street. What is being offered is a chance for a high
percentage of business failures, to say nothing of accidents
and dangers to schoeol children who must cross this already
hazardous street.

I have been a resident of Beverly and Evergreen Park almost
all of my life and travel 95th Street daily to my cffice.
If this plan goes thrcough, traffic will be so increased, I,
along with many others will be in a high risk situation
every day.

My businesses employ about 100 people, many of whom use 95th
Street coming and going to work. They all are in agreement
that this is indeed a bad prospect.

Where is the justice in knocking people out of work because
the business they have worked for many years is now forced
to close because of no parking? All the talk about helping
and protecting those Senior Citizens apparently has not been
heard by the people responsible for this decision.

Surely good sense will prevail and this plan will be
scrapped for something more helpful and healthful.

Yours very truly,

Albert F. Moore
3558 West 95th Street
Evergreen Park, Illinois 60642

cc: Mayor Anthony Vacco
Administration Building
9418 S. Kedzie Avenue
Evergreen Park, Illincis 60642



October 11, 1991

Illincis Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, Illinois 60196

To Whom 1t may concern:

This letter is to protest the plan to make a thoroughfare of 95th
Street. We are senior citizens living in a residential area and
feel it would be detrimental to us and also the children who live
in this area.

Thanks for your consideration.

Conrad H. Herget 9342 So. Avers Ave
a1 A v, f Evergreen Park, IL
< 60642

Evelyn 0. Herget Same as above

ey RS
CC: IDOT Mayor Anthony Vacco
Evergreen Park Village Hall
9418 Scouth Kedzie Ave.

Evergreen Park, IL 60642



October 17, 1991

Anton R. Iberle
9534 S. Sawyer Ave.
Evergreen Park, Il 60642

Il11linois Department of Transportation
291 W. Center Court
Schaumburg, I1 60196

Subject: 95th Street
Dear Sirs:

I am writing to make you aware of my opposition to your proposition to eliminate
parallel parking on 95th Street in Evergreen Park and Qak Lawn. In my opinion,

this action would have several negative aspects. It would become more hazardous
for shopper and pedestrians to cross a thoroughfare that would be faster and busier!
By eliminating parking for merchants and businesses on 95th Street, the possibility
of less business would force some of them to close, resulting in a loss of tax
revenue to the Villages and a loss of jobs for local residents.

I strongly urge you to reconsider your proposal and not eliminate the parallel
parking on 93th Street.

Sincerely,

< Anton R. Iberle

ec: Mayor Anthony Vacco - Evergreen Park
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e Letters

.Condemning IDOT
Highway Plan

Dear Editor: -

I'm glad to see by the merchants advertisement in last
week’s Oak Lawn Independent that they are interested in
senior citizens' welfare, That is crossing 95th Street. 1 shop

* inOak Lawp and have g bard time getting across a two lane

85th Street let alone three lanes. Doesn't IDOT care about
us seniors?
You can count on me to support whatever has to be done
to stop this stupidity by IDOT. We are important too.
Tell your editor I have read the Independent for the last
35 years, Keep up the good job!
A.K. Cronin, Oak Lawn

Dear Editor:

1 wasn't aware that 85th Street was to become another
Autobahn until 1 read about it in last week’s Independent. 1
support the merchants to defeat the IDOT proposal. I drive
and can’t walk too far and have been able to park in frant of
the stores 1 shop in which is many of them. I've lived in Oak
Lawn for 26 years and never thought we would have such a
problem.

Ed williams, Oak Lawn

Dear Editor:

It's time to throw the bums out. Do they represent us?
Why would anyone with normal intelligence want to make
95th Street through Oak Lawn and Evergreen Park a super

. bighway? It would, as in the merchants ad in the Courier,

B

-
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kill local business and make us shop elsewhere. 1 don't
want to and it would he a big Imposition. I've shopped
Evergreen Park and read the Courier for 22 years and hope
you can do something.

- Sol Abrams, Evergreen Park

"Editor:

It is refreshing to see all segments of the community
together for the common good. Your newspaper Is to be
congratulated for being in the forefront of the effort to
hlock the proposed six-lane highway that the state has
planned for 95th Street. Residents, elected officials,

. business owners and the media have joined in an etfort that

would be of benefit to everyone concerned.
We do not need another superhighway. This plan should

* be dropped immediately. The merchant’s along 985th Street

would suffer a drastic loss of business {f this highway is
built, Some would be forced to close and the resultant loss
of tax revenue would be catastrophic to the local
communities as well as to the state. In addition to this, the
elimination of parallel parking which is a huffer for
pedestrians crossing the street would mean that senior
citizens, the handicapped, mothers with young children and
others would be inconvenienced and would find it difficult,
if not impossihle, to cross six lanes of fast.-moving traffic.
To all concerned... keep up the good work. Nip this {ll-
advised plan in the bud. It's time everyone realized that we
must fight back and stop letting bureaucrats push us
around, Keep the pressure on and maybe these people will
realize that the local community should be listened to.
After all, we are the ones who will suffer unless this plan is
stopped. )/

Very truly yours,

8/s Tim Trogan




9437 §, Millard Ave.
Evergreen Park, Y 60642
10 October 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumbura, IL 60196

Re: Proposal to make West 95th Street a thoroughfare
Gentlemen:

" lwish to express my displeasure at the proposal to ban
parking along the curb on West 95th Street, I really
believe this would be an extremely dangerous situation
for pedstrians walking on the sidewalk., The sidewalks
on West 9th Street are very narrow and all the buildings
but right up to the sidewalk. ' ¥ a car or truck were to
jump the curb a pedistrian or occupant of a store would
be placed in a dangerous gituation.

The many small stores along 95th Street depend very much
on having their customers park in front of their business,
To take away this parking space will invite closure for
many of these business and with their closing would also
go your sales tax receipts.

" Jhope you will earnestly consider your decision very
carefully.

Very truly yours,

Warren G, Johnson

Copy to:
Mayor Anthony Vacco

P.S. to the Mayor: Re: Request by Park TV to make a parking lot
_on residential property owned by them:

h reference to our recent phone conversation‘ I. and my ne_siqhbors
in the 9400 block of Millard expect to be notified on this

expected request to make a parking lot on residential ;property.
éiﬁ%luz
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October 6, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 Center Court
Schaumburg, Il 60642

To whom it may concern:

I am protesting the proposal to create a thoroughfare
along 95th Street. As a resident of Evergreen Park, it is
necessary for me to use this street both as a driver and a
pedestrian. The increased traffic utilization would impair
those of us who must use this street to conduct our daily
business in our community, The increased traffic speeds would
make it very dangerous for my children to cross 95th Street for
school and recreational activities,

Please consider the residential nature of the community
that would be divided unrepairably by this proposal for the
sake of expediency of those who do not live there.

e Dsmton Tolaots

/%?/ S, 751/ &~
EF°

cc Anthony Vacco



OCTDBER. & ,199)

Mayor A. Vacco
Administration building
94th Street and Kedzie Av.
Evergreen Park, Il. 60642

Dear Mayor Vacco

Please forgive me for interrupting vour busy schedule, but this
subject is so critical, that I must speak out before it's too late.
This is in regard to making 95th Street a non-parking thruway.

In my opinion, this would bankrupt all small stores on 95th
Street because accessibility to them would be practically nil. In
addition, any prospective small business customers would have to
park on adjacent side streets. This will increase these side streets
usage many times over their present usage, not only decreasing
their useful life, but the added danger to children and seniors due
to the increase in automobile traffic is astronomical.

The life blood of the Evergreen Park Village is the small
business community we have. Our primary business centers are located
on 95th Street and Kedzie Ave. Qur primary business center is the
95th Street and Kedzie Ave. crossing.

I cannot imagine any of our small businesses surviving very long
without prospective customers easy access to their establishments,
namely, parking at the sidewalk in front of their stores.

To diminish these businesses' livelihood to the extent of
extinction would be the demise of the Evergreen Park Community.

I have been living in Evergreen Park for more than 22 vears.
It's my home, chosen above many available sites long ago for it's
reputation, Cleanliness and excellent school capabilities.....
Obviously, a reflection of the Village's management.

Through the years I've been proud of my home and jt's
environment
so I implore you to take the necessary steps to put a stop this
unproductive and destructive scheme,

Respectfully,
Roy7A. Kopejkin, Sr.

2,29 4. /° 7';_-/#
W /5«4/\32(- éﬂ‘VV



D. E. MOORE JR.
9642 8. MILLARD AVE.
EVERGREEN PARK. ILL. 60642
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K.IP. Secretarial & Resume Service
2805 West 95th Street, Evergreen Park, IL 60642  (708) 425-6100

October 3, 1991

Illinois Department of
Transportation

201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196

To Whom It May Concern:

During the 25 years I have been in business in Evergreen Park, one of the biggest
physical problems faced here has been that of parking. Installing parking meters on
95th was discussed at length, but cost was a factor. Limiting parking to an hour or
two was also discussed, but cost of added police to check was too great also.

An ordinance was then passed that required all new business construction have a
certain percentage of space for parking. That was fine--but most of the buildings in
Evergreen Park (a majority of which are on 95th Street) were constructed before that
ordinance! What were they to do? They had to depend on parking on 95th Street for
their customers and often employees. '

Now IDOT comes along and wants to take away that space. Perhaps you are not
close enough to the daily business environment to realize that your plan will mean
closing of many 95th Street businesses, more people out of work, less revenue for the
Village from sales tax, an increase in our taxes, and a decrease in the value of our
homes.

With this country in a recession now, please don’t add to it by implementing your
plans. Spend my tax money more wisely. We don’t need a speedway on 95th Street.
We do need the parking space.

Most sincerely,

-~
1

' 2] Y
C:—"—'*T‘.\’-—Cl'f'-ciuj_’/f : A ﬂ"*""“ﬁr
Frances L. Loving
Owner/Manager

cc:  Mayor Anthony Vacco
Governor Jim Edgar
State Rep. John McNamara
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HAMBURGER HOTLINE
2801 West 95th Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60642

Octeober 3, 1991

Illinois Department
of Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196

To Whom It May Concern:

This is to protest IDOT’s plan to ban parking on
both sides of 95th Street in Evergreen Park and Oak
Lawn. Most small businesses in these two villages
depend on the street parking for their customers.

If the speed is increased, that will definitely be
a hazard. We have enough accidents occurring at 95th
and California as it is. I shudder to think about how
many more there will be with increased speed. I have
heard several people say they will never again cross
95th Street on foot if your plan becomes fact. Too
many of our children have to cross 95th going to and
from school.

Please think of us--the small business men and
women, the mom and pop stores--who are working many,
many hours daily to make a living. What will we do if
we have to close because of lack of parking space for

our customners?
S;ncerely your§

Evelyn & Vince: Esposito

cc: Mayor Anthony Vacco
Governor Jim Edgar
Rep. John McNamara, Transportation Committee



MARY’S HAIRITAGE
9506 South California Avenue
Evergreen Park, IL 60642

October 3, 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196

To Whom It May Concern:

IDOT’s plan to ban parking on both sides of 95th Street from Western
to Harlem and to increase speed limits most certainly would be disastrous for
Evergreen Park and Oak Lawn.

Parking space, especially in Evergreen Park, is at 2 minimum, with
parking on 95th Street a necessity for most businesses’ customers. Those
places that do have small parking space will probably be plagued by others
who are not their customers using this space--leading to arguments and hard
feelings.

I have yet to see any benefits from IDOT’s plan. We certainly don’t
need increased speed. We do need the parking space.

Sincerely,

cc:  Mayor Anthony Vacco
Govemnor Jim Edgar
John McNamara, State Representative



ROSEANGELA’S

2807%: West 95th Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60642
708-422-2041

October 1, 1991

Illinois Department of
Transportation

201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196

To Whom It May Concem:

This is to protest your plan to prohibit parking on both sides of 95th Street and to increase
the speed limit. This will certainly be detrimental to Evergreen Park, Oak Lawn, and other
businesses along this main thoroughfare.

In the first place, many businesses have no parking other than on 95th in front of their stores
(many places were built here before an ordinance was passed making it mandatory that space
be left for parking). These stores will have to close. Customers just will not walk a block
or more to trade--they find a place where they can drive up in front, even if they have to
drive a distance.

In the second place, and really more important, is the fact that 95th Street is very heavily
traveled by children walking to and from school. The sidewalks are narrow enough now
since 95th Street was widened; with speeding automobiles coming right up to the curb--we
have no doubt that there will be children injured and perhaps killed.

Won’t you reconsider and drop your proposed plan. Life is much too fast as it is, so why

speed it up?
Sincerely,
} (= Ew o)

R 2

Jack Pesce and Vince Rizzi

cc: Govemor Jim Edgar
Mayor Anthony Vacco
State Rep. John McNamara



AbTedé Ty edun mpc s
2801 West 95th Street
Evergreen Park, IL. 60642
October 1, 1991

Illinocis Department of
Transportation

201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196

To Whom It May Concern:

We are writing to protest any attempts at changing the
present operation and direction of traffic on 95th street
through Evergreen Park.

The designation that you are proposing would do grievous
harm to the economics of this small village. Property
owners and small businesses would bear the brunt of this
"Administrative" decision. City planners, citizens, and
business persons (code words for taxpayers, voters) built
this village around the concept of strip shopping centers
with parking available in the front of their stores. Most
of the business and property owners along this street are
not prepared and cannot accommodate parking in the back of
their buildings for tenants and customers alike. 1In
addition, the sidewalks are just a few feet from what will
be rapidly moving traffic, which creates a very dangerous
situation for pedestrians. 1In essence, these accommodations
were "grandfathered" in a time when the village was being
built and developed.

We find it appalling that at a time when the economy is in
such dire straits that the federal government has lowered
interest rates that another branch of the same government
would attempt to effectuate such an injurious policy.

You may add our names to what we are sure is a growing list
of individuals wheo will not sit idly by as you attempt to
turn our village into just a place to pass through instead
of a place to live, raise families, work and enjoy.

%}%

Antone J. and Edna Mae Haas

cc: Mayor Anthony Vacco
Gov. Jim Edgar
State Rep. John McNamara



Kenneth B. Miller, D.D.S.

2809 WEST 05TH STREET
EVERGREEN PARK, ILLINOIS 80842

September 30, 1991

Illinois Department of
Transportation

201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL. 60196

To Whom It May Concern:

It is my understanding that IDOT is proposing to ban all parking on 95th
Street through Evergreen Park, Oak Lawn and on to the Tollway. This, to
me, does not seem to be a wise plan.

Traffic on 95th Street moves at a fast pace now, so why plan to make it
faster? Our sidewalks are narrow, and the traffic driving right along the curb
would be extremely dangerous. I have heard of several incidences where cars
coming from previous drive-in fast food places on the corner have pushed
parked cars up into the store fronts. That problem has been solved, but what
about cars speeding right along the sidewalk with school children often
walking during the morning rush-hour period?

Please spend our tax money on better causes.

%"‘@ @%4%/@/ /%,%f 205

Kenneth B, Miller D.D.S.

cc: Governor Jim Edgar
Mayor Anthony Vacco

Rep. John McNamara



EVERGREEN LOCKS & KEYS
2805% West 95th Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60642
(708) 423-2890

September 30, 1991

Mlinois Department of
Transportation

201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196

To Whom It May Concern:

A few years ago, we moved our place of business from a side street with
ample parking space to a location on 95th Street, where we would have
better exposure and more walk-in trade. Naturally, we depend on the

parking space in front of our store for our customers. Now IDOT wants
to take that away from us.

With parking in Evergreen Park at a premium, this could mean that a
number of businesses will close, thereby making this practically a ghost
town. Also, closing of businesses will result in higher unemployment.

We wish to register our protest with you and to beg that you reconsider
and not do this horrible thing to Evergreen Park and Oak Lawn.

Sincerely yours,
EVERGREEN LOCKS & KEY
I
/ &qfa%-\
obert & Joan Nawrot
ccs Governor Jim Edgar

Mayor Anthony Vacco
State Rep. John McNamara



Joe Farris
Flowers & Gifts

2807 WEST 95T7TH STREET
EVERGREEN PARK, ILLINOIS 60842
PHONE 424-5900

September 30, 1991

Illinois Department of
Transportation

201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60186

To Whom It May Concern:

As a businessman who has had an automobile come
through the front window of his store {(even with cars
parked on the street), I cringe to think of what might
happen if there are no parked cars to serve as a
buffer. Increased speed will be an additional hazzard.

Quite a number of children walk along 95th Street
sidewalks going to and from school. I fear for their
safety if the IDOT proposed plan for 95th Street goes
though.

Please, please reconsider-~and drop your plans to
make a speedway out of 95th Street.

Sincerely,
ég Joe Farris
cc: Mayor Anthony Vacco

Governor Jim Edgar
State Rep. John McNamara



,/_7./ 25 /9%
” fzjﬂw—.
a’d/ LL o
)JWA?

S tional é,,.“, et

- W
1 g

W‘,MMM 96 A
A

woutd Lo
brd o M,&m&. ﬂmdwdfjmm
Ry MMM W wrede, ,z M w: |
oatb, AL 3 ‘%’ y M
it e
/’E‘% M ot eheo 2 2l
- : .M.uﬂ-' ,wwclc_.’—:

g%w 2 \ﬂtz. 60642



_/ o A1/

~J7 -

| _ 0 - /“: ’/" -
B ‘J!“f— /'._,! —/“( - f/,’/-/ B ]
YA t AT
by, NPARNN { ’7.) "'/ZL LAl . ' o /
s - . o sof
" N o -Q’/’“l
J1i 4’/// /’4‘./”’ i 7~ A

/’ S
T AL //
e 17 jf’—t/ (,7/“"1(/(’_,-

/
4f{iy
e j ’?Jf i ﬁ’ o,

m/}?’?’* A
A
P yy e jnm’//,@( Al

)71,1];7"//«/“/ L//

7“’#‘, _1‘7’/(/ J/e—




,i’f.é. 1’9, 199/
\_ﬁ(jvy_Mc/oﬂdjc @%&W@ﬂﬂa

Lor M At.d_/../
//x{/cfZL [&e’_.(_/m/r—-u/t';/ﬁf, \EZ, & O G

) )
j,&-zu Clc srte, <

P ek X N S
I x/r ac it gy ad o a ﬂMM%
T/Au e G T ..4776_44,& Lz

/u,l/,uf,‘_/ /DM,/g . L.

e ,kajﬁ? Wﬂ«/w

qf—r_c,/‘é AJZL;&UW /(fut//t-xf»? e,

jfgL,(,/ et gt l M e o % el
Y,Z’V < Mf—L Ao “—ﬁ.-a_ e . LZ{{_,L/%Z
J

/sz nelic. f} /

W/L/f/,uyt, opa/«./(’ sQ( botea
A Atie dernd af JL;&J(W‘W?’*“%

N



9415 South Hamlin Avenue
Bvergreen Park, Illinois 60642
Sertember 13, 1991

Mr, James C. Slifer, P,E,

District Enfineer

J1linois Department of Transmortation
201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL, 6019621096

Attention: Mr, Walter S, Kos, P.E.

Gentlemen:

On August 8, 1991, I attended the so~called "public he ring" held at the
Oak Lawn Community High School regarding "Operation Green Light", T
viewed your slide presentztion, disagreeing with some points which you
attenpted to bring out, I also studied the vericus diagrom exhibits
which were on disnlay in the large gvmnasium and directed questions and
comments to your representatives, However, I did not express my views
to the court reporter to be recorded because by that time I felt it would
merely be a waste of tire., I did not feel any of the men present were
interested in the comnents of & "little old lady",

I hzve resided at 9515 South He-mlin Avenue in Evergre:zn Park for over

43 years snd my home is merely about 200 feet from 95th Street, Over

the years I have seen new merchants enter the area who have provided a
great service tc the residents of Evergreen Park, Many of these small
mercnants do not have parking zreas and derend on street parking, To take
that away would be disastrous to them and to the consumers. The loss of
revenue from these merchants wculd in turn result in inereased real est:cte
taxes to the homeowner. As a senior citizen who does nat receive a pension
of any sort and depends solely on a small soclal security check and meager

life-time savings, this would createa grezt hardship on me in trying to
make ends meet,

Your plan to eliminate curb parking in our Village would merely speed

up traffic which already travels too fast, To make a left-hind turn

on to 95th Street is virtually impossible, For a Senior Citizen to
attempt to cross 95th Street on foot is out of the question, One had
better say their prayers before attemrting to cross, Your representatives
told me that will all be eased with your proposed 12 foot median strip and
turning lanes, That sound good tc a young nerson, but for a Senior, cne
must first attemnt to cross three lanes of high speed traffic before
reaching the median, I challenge you tc come to the corner of 95th and
Hamlin Avenue someday and try it for yourself,

I alsc would like to know just where the snow rlows would push the snow
after a heavy snow fall, Would it simply be riled on tor of the mublic
sidewslks, thereby rmaking it impossible for the redestrians tc use the
welk? What happens when the snow turns into zlash end I havpen to be



Mr. James C. Slifer, P.E. Seprtember 13, 1991

-Page Two=

walking on that sidewzlk when traffic goes flying by?! My clothing
would be completely splattered and would result in large cleaning bills,
To take away the parking lanes would mean traffiec would be speeding
past Jjust inches away from the pedestrian on the sidewalk -- quite a
hazardous condition, Your representatives claim this plan 1s to keep
traffic moving, At the present time, our public buses are able to

pull to the curb to take on or discharge passengers. Wlll you please
tell me what will happen to them?

At the present time, I am faced with the problem of trying to fimd a

spot to park in front of my own home, To take awsy the 95th Street
parking lane weuld intensify this p roblem, Additionmal traffic on 95th
Street would also add to the alr and noise rollution which alresdy exists,

I brought uv some of these noints whlle sreakling with your representztives,
However, I was told not tc werry as things were only in the rlanning stage
and rrobatly would not pe inte effect unti) the ve:r 2010. They rreobstly
assume thot I will be dead and buried by th=* time, ell, let me tel

you =~ my hzir mey be white and I admit to being in the 70's-- out I
intend to hing around Ter a good maryve rs veh., PRickt nou, I 2r forced

to live with the mistskes made 20 yesrs ago. Do not f-rce these - ho may
corie after me 20 years {rom now to live with mistzkes you are mlanning

to make right now. You refer te them as "imorovements", 1 e21l them

a DISASTER, I love Evergreen Fark, Do not ruin our "Hometown", I
strorgly OPFOSE "Cperation Green Light",

Yours truly,

Eéii;tiiélTL”{ZgngZ;L;}<ixzaL/”

Mrs. Elleen Blazsey



Helen Cuprisin
9233 South Homan Avenue
Evergreen Park, IL 60642
708/424-3546

September 6, 1991

James C. Slifer, District Engineer
Illinois Dept. of Transportation
201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096

ATTN: Walter 5. Kos
Dear Mr. Kos:

I attended the public hearing on August 8, 1991, to protest
the proposed widening of 95th Street from U.$S. Route 45 to
the Indiana state line.

First of all, this was not a true public hearing since there
vas no exchange or dialogue possible with IDOT officials

as is to be expected at a hearing. Dialogue is necessary
and both sides must be heard by all in attendance.

Why on earth should established communities such as Evergreen
Park and Qak Lawn vwith thriving (and struggling) businesses

be expected to welcome a plan that would drastically change
their quality of life by imposing a six-lane highway in their
midst? There is no good reason that I can think of that
would justify IDOT doing this to our residents and businesses.

IDOT does NOT have the right to:

- deprive businesses of their parking spaces, thereby driving
away patrons

- place pedestrians in danger by having traffic roaring past
them in lanes that were formerly available for parking

- make it difficult for pedestrians, especially seniors and
school children to cross 95th Street

- subject us to increased pollution from additional traffic

The state of Illinois does NOT have the right to deny needed

funding for mass transportation while it squanders money
on UNNEEDED highway projects such as the 95th Street widening.

Sincerely yours,

[ llon. Cusgrivam

cc: Mayor Anthony Vacco, Evergreen Park
Mayor Ernest Kolb, Oak Lawn



9437 5. Millard Ave.
Evergreen Park, II 60642
5 Septamber 1991

Illinois Department of Transportation
310 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, IL

Re: Project to add a lane of travel on West 95th St.

Gentlemen:

I wish to express my protest to the banning of all on-street
parking on 95th street in Oak Lawn and Evergreen Park, Illinois.

I enjoy walking or £iding my bike on the sidewalk to do shopping
along 95th Street, and to think that speeding cars and trucks will
be within a few feet of me gives me the shudders. The sidewalk is
very narrow on this stretch of road and all the stores but right

up to the sidewalk. 1A very frighting situation could develop if

a car or truck should come over the curb. At least in the present
situation if a car goes out of control chances are that it will hit
a parked auto instead of a pedestrian.

I agree with the protests of the many . werchants along this street
that they will be hurt severely if on-street parking is eliminated,
At the present time about 25% of the stores are vacant and if your
plans is put into effect more than 50% will become vacant. Can the
State of Illinois and the villages afford to lose this sales tax
revenue?

The speed limit is 30 mph and most carg and trucks now travel at
about 40 mph, and with your plan of a faster traffic flow they will
begin to travel 50 mph. This will become a dangerous situation to
pedestriana and school children along the street.

I sincerely hope you will reconsider your plans.

Very truly yours,

7/ .
Warren 4;. Johnson
Copy to: J/

Anthony Vacco, Mayor
village of Evergreen Park



August 8, 1991

Hearing Committee

Illinois Department of Transportation
c¢/o Oak Lawn Community High School
Oak Lawn, Illinois

RE: IDOT Proposal Regarding the Removal of Parking Lanes on 95th
Street

Dear Sirs:

I am opposed to the Illinois Department of Transportation's proposals
regarding the elimination of parking lanes along 95th Street. I am
opposed to both the short-term propasal to put in left turn bays,
eliminating some parking spaces and the long-term proposal to eliminate
alt parking lanes along 95th street.

95th Street forms the main commercial street through FEvergreen Park and
many of our fine local businesses are located on this street. The
design of the Village provides little off street parking and wost
business do not have parking behind their buildings. Eliminating
parking on 95th Street would virtually destroy many, if not most, of
these businesses.

In addition, many parts of 95th Street have very narrow sidewalks.
Having an active driving lane immediately alongside these narrow
sidewalks would be hazardous to our residents and to the patrons of our
businesses. Attempting to cross 95th Street is already a challenge,
especially since the last change which removed the median strip.
Removing the parking lanes will make this even more treacherous.

Finally, from an economic standpoint, Evergreen Park has enjoyed
relatively low property taxes compared to other suburbs, primarily
because of the sales tax revenues generated frow our businesses.
Structuring 95th Street to help traffic flow through the Village rather
than encouraging them to stop and shop will hurt the businesses and
correspondingly the sales tax revenues.

I respectfully ask that IDOT drop their proposal to eliminate parking
along 95th Street. We are proud of our community and our businesses. We
want people to visit and shop in Evergreen Park, not just drive on
through.

cc. Mayor Anthony Vacco Sincerely

Evergreen Park, IL
Maureen D. Moore g

10112 §. St. Loulis
Evergreen Park, IL 60642



August 8, 1991

Hearing Committee

Illinois Department of Transportation
¢/o Oak Lawn Community High School
Qak Lawn, Illinois

RE: IDOT Proposal Regarding the Removal of Parking Lanes on 95th
Street

Dear Sirs:

I am opposed to the Illinois Department of Transportation's proposals
regarding the elimination of parking lanes along 95th Street. I am
opposed to both the short-term proposal to put in left turn bays,
eliminating some parking spaces and the long—term proposal to eliminate
all parking lanes along 95th street.

95th Street forms the main commercial street through Evergreen Park and
many of our fine local businesses are located on this street. The
design of the Village provides little off street parking and most
business do not have parking behind their buildings. Eliminating
parking on 95th Street would virtually destroy many, if not most, of
these businesses.

In addition, many parts of 95th Street have very narrow sidewalks.
Having an active driving lane immediately alongside these narrow
sidewalks would be hazardous to our residents and to the patrons of our
businesses. Attempting to cross 95th Street is already a challenge,
especially since the last change which removed the median strip.
Removing the parking lanes will make this even more treacherous.

Finally, from an economic standpoint, Evergreen Park has enjoyed
relatively low property taxes compared to other suburbs, primarily
because of the sales tax revenues generated from our businesses.
Structuring 95th Street to help traffic flow through the Village rather
than encouraging them to stop and shop will hurt the businesses and
correspondingly the sales tax revenues.

I respectfully ask that IDOT drop their proposal to eliminate parking
along 95th Street. We are proud of our community and our businesses. We
want people to visit ang shop in Evergreen Park, not just drive on
through.

cc. Mayor Anthony Vacco Sincerely

Evergreen Park, IL -
442%25%%%&a£;r_ ot
William S. foore

10112 S. St. Louis
Evergreen Park, IL 60642



EVERGREEN
9730 SOUTH WESTERN AVENUE
SUITE 418
EVERGREEN PARK, ILLINOIS 60642
AREA CODE 312-445.B900
FAX 70B.-422-97B0

July 23, 1991

Dear Sir:

It has been brought to my attention that the Illinois Department of
Transportation is making plans to remove all parking along the 95th
Street corridor - 94 to 294.

Our company owns the property along 95th on both sides of the street
(from Campbell Avenue in Evergreen Park into Chicago at Oakley), and
we feel that this action will have a devastating effect on these busi-
nesses. We have had problems with insufficient parking for years
{east of Western on 95th Street), and this would only worsen the sit-
uation: retailers will not lease space, unless their customers have
convenient and close parking.

I would hope that there would be an alternative proposal or plan sub-
mitted, but to deny property owners the opportunity to provide ample

parking would create an added burden in renting the properties along
the corridor.

Any consideration you can extend, concerning this situation, would
be most appreciated. If you have any gquestions, I can be reached
at 312/445-8900.

Sincerely,

EVERGREE

l/}'ﬂd ra 2 2% .
Vincent J. Gavin
General Manager

VJG:jm

AMERICA'S FINEST RETAIL DEVELOPMENT



Progress & Prosperity

Olficars

President

Louts Cavelie

Cantury 21 - Cavel's Reakors
3029 W 95th Streal

{708 636-11M1

First Vice Presicent

Phylhs Duttrer

Advance Federa! Bank for Savings
2320 Thomion Road (Lansing)
{708) 474-1600
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Evergreen Park Courier Newspaper
3840 W 147th St (Mxdlothian)
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9901 5 Kedzw Ave
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Park Men's Shop L1d
3545 W 9510 Strem

David Schaefar .
Stendare Faderal Bank for Savings
P60 W 95th Siremt

Elien Thiale
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2826 W B71h Strest
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0256 S Hadzie Ave

Monarsry Beard of Dirsctors

Hl{or Anthory Vacco
Vililage of Evergreen Park
1885 Kedre Ave

of Commerce

JULY 26, 1991

EVERGREEN PARK

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

2BUS West 95th Street - Evergreen Park, 1L 60642
(708) 423-1118

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS: The Evergreen Park Chamber of Commerce has studied a
proposal by a consultant to the 1Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT) which recommends 1left turn bays and
"gtacking lanes™ at certain intersections on 95th Street (at

Millard, Homan, Utica, california and cCampbell Avenues) in
Evergreen Park; and

WHEREAS: The Evergreen Park Chamber of Commerce has identified
the resultant loss of on-street parking as having a negative

economic impact on the entire business community of Evergreen
Park; and

WHEREAS : The safety of Evergreen Park shoppers would be
negatively impacted by the elimination of the parking lane that
now serves as a buffer between a busy thoroughfare and a sidewalk
of less than four feet in many areas; and

WHEREAS: The elimination of a parking lane would detract from
the attractiveness of busineesses due to geasonal problems
resulting from waste water and road salt; and

WHEREAS: The Evergreen Park Chamber of Commerce has determined
that the business community along 95th Street would suffer a
negative impact and since it is the responsibility of the sState

of Illincis to protect its communities from unreasonable hardship
and/or loes; and

THEREFORE, be it resolved that the state of Illinois should not
require the sacrifice of two villages’ private businesses
(Evergreen Park and Oak Lawn, where similar “easements™ are

planned) in its efforts to "make traffic flow more quickly in the
two communities; and

THEREFORE, the Illinois Department of Transportation should
immediately abandon its proposal to eliminate parking lanes in
Evergreen Park and Oak Lawn along 95th Street in order to provide
left turn bays and "stacking lanes™ and should immediately begin
a study for relocation of pass-through traffic on other streets.

MARY ELLEN McGUI
Secretary
Evergreen Park Chamber
of Ccommerce

Evergreen Park Chamber

1
* s e

"Together...Getting

ings done in '91"



Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce

9400 S. Cicero Ave., Suile 203 » Oak Lawn, lllinois 60453 » Phone: (708) 424-8300

RESOLUTTION

WHEREAS: The Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce has studied a
proposal by a consultant to the Tllinois Department of
Transportation recommending left turn bays and "stacking
lanes" at certain intersections on 95th Street, and;

WHEREAS: The Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce has identified
the resultant loss of on-street parking as having a negative
economic impact on our entire business community, and:

WHEREAS: The safety of Oak Lawn shoppers would be negatively
impacted by the elimination of a parking lane which now
serves as a buffer between a busily traveled roadway and a
sidewalk of less than four feet in many areas, and;

WHEREAS: The removal of a parking lane would lessen the
attractiveness of the businesses due to seasonal inundation
of the stores with waste water and road salt, and;

WHEREAS: The Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce has concluded due
to a study of similar improvements along Cicero Avenue that
the effect on the business life of Oak Lawn would be
seriously impacted and that it is the responsibility of the
State of Illinois to protect its communities from
unreasonable hardship and loss.

THEREFORE, Be it resolved that the State of Illinois should
not reguire the sacrifice of two villages' (Evergreen Park
and Oak Lawn) private businesses in their efforts to move
more traffic through those villages.

THEREFORE, The Illinois Department of Transportation should
immediately discard the proposal to eliminate parking in the
Oak Lawn and Evergreen Park area to provide left turn bays
and "stacking lanes" and begin studies for the relocation of
pass-through traffic on other routes.

Wolam. ) o

William J. S llivan
Presidént Executive Dlrector

Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce
July 25, 1991




IDOT RESPONSE LETTERS
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Summary of Response Letters
U.S. 12/20 (95th Street)/87th Street
Strategic Regional Arterial

As stated in the following IDOT response letters, the results of the public hearing required the

turther evaluation and modification of some of the recommended SRA improvements. Mostnotably,
the recommendation to construct a 12-foot wide median on 95th Street through Oak Lawn and
Evergreen Park and permanently relocate all parking off-street has been removed from the report
altogether. Also affected communities and neighborhoods along other portions of the SRA routes
will be given aditional consideration and input into the possible future implementation of the SRA
improvements. As previously stated in the Summary of Recommendations the recommended
improvements on U.S. Route 12/20 (95th Street) and 87th Street are:

u.s.

Route 12/20 (95th Street) SRA Segment 1: U.S. Route 45 (96th Avenue) to lllinois Route

43 (Harlem Avenue)

Two through lanes in each direction with a raised 18-foot median

Acquisition of 10 feet of right-of-way on each side of the roadway

Signal interconnection from U.S. Route 45 to 88th Avenue and from Roberts Road to 76th Avenue
Post-2010 improvement of six through lanes with an 18-foot raised median

U.S. Route 12/20 (95th Street) SRA Segment 2: lllinois Route 43 (Harlem Avenue) to Pulaski Road

u.s.

u.s.

u.s.

* Retention of existing cross-section which consists of three through lanes in each direction and on-
street parking

» Signal interconnection from Oak Park Avenue to 52nd Avenue and from Illinois Route 50 {Cicero
Avenue) to Western Avenue in Segment 3

Route 12/20 (95th Street) SRA Segment 3: Pulaski Road to Western Avenue

& Retention of existing cross section which consists of three through lanes in each direction and on-street
parking
® Signal interconnection from !llinois Route 50 in Segment 2 to Western Avenue

Route 12/20 (95th Street) SRA Segment 4: Western Avenue to Halsted Street

e Two through lanes in each direction plus a 16-foot raised landscaped median with on-street
parking restrictions during peak hours to provide BUS/HOV lanes within the existing right-of-way
# Signal interconnection of all signals in this segment

Route 12/20 (95th Street) SRA Segment 5: Halsted Street to Cottage Grove Avenue

e Two through lanes in each direction plus a 16-foot raised landscaped median with on-street
parking restrictions during peak hours to provide BUS/HOV lanes within the existing right-of-way

& Signal interconnection of all signals in this segment

& Structure modification at lllinois Central Gulf Railroad



U.S. Route 12/20 (95th Street) SRA Segment 6: Cottage Grove Avenue to Ewing Avenue

¢ Three through lanes in each direction with an 18-foot raised median from Cottage Grove Avenue
to Colfax Avenue; and four through lanes and a 12-foot median from Colfax Avenue to Ewing
Avenue

e Additional 10 feet of right-of-way on both sides of the roadway between Cottage Grove Avenue
and Torrence Avenue and from the Calumet River to Ewing Avenue

¢ Structure modifications to nine railroad structures and removal of one structure

¢ Signal interconnection from Cottage Grove Avenue to Jeffrey Boulevard and from Colfax Avenue
to Ewing Avenue

e Diamond interchange at Stony Island Avenue as a post-2010 improvement

U.S. Route 12/20 (Ewing Avenue) SRA Segment 7: 95th Street to Indianapolis Boulevard

® Two through lanes in each direction with on-street parking within the existing right-of-way
e Structure modifications to four railroad overpasses
¢ Signal interconnection to include the signals at 99th Street and indianapolis Boulevard

U.S. Route 12/20 (Indianapolis Boulevard) SRA Segment 8: Ewing Avenue to the indiana State Line

e Retention of the existing cross-section which consists of three through lanes in each direction and
a 12-foot flush median within the existing 100-foot right-of-way

87th Street SRA Segment 1: lllinois Route SO (Cicero Avenue) to Pulaski Road

e Retention of the existing cross-section which consists of two through lanes for westbound traffic,
three through lanes for eastbound traffic and a 12-foot wide flush median within the existing right-
of-way

e Signal interconnection from Kostner Avenue to Lawndale Avenue (87th Street SRA Segment 2)

87th Street SRA Segment 2: Pulaski Road to Damen Avenue

¢ Retention of the existing cross-section between Pulaski Road and Western Avenue which consists
of two through lanes westbound, three through lanes eastbound and a 12-foot wide flush median
within a 100-foot right-of-way; and from Western Avenue to Damen Avenue, three through lanes
in each direction and a 12-foot wide flush median with peak hour parking restrictions within the
existing 100-foot right-of-way

e Signal interconnection from Kostner Avenue (87th Street SRA Segment 1) to Lawndale Avenue
and from Kedzie Avenue to Damen Avenue

87th Street SRA Segment 3: Damen Avenue to Halsted Street

e Three through lanes in each direction, a 12-foot wide flush median and peak hour parking
restrictions within the existing 100-foot right-of-way

e Structure modification at the Chicago Rail Link

e Signal interconnection from Western Avenue to Halsted Street



87th Street SRA Segment 4: Halsted Street to Interstate 94 (Dan Ryan Expressway)

e Three through lanes in each direction, an 18-foot raised median and frontage roads within the
existing 200-foot right-of-way from Halsted Street to the Chicago & Western Indiana Railroad and
three through lanes and a 12-foot flush median from the Chicago & Western Indiana Railroad to
interstate 94 (Dan Ryan Expressway) within a desirable ultimate right-of-way of 90 feet requiring
an additional 24 feet on the north side of the route

& Structure modification at the Chicago & Western Indiana Railroad

¢ Signal interconnection from the shopping center to State Street with removal of one shopping
center signal



Office of the Magor
o
9418 SOUTH KEDZIE AVENUE
EVERGREEN PARK, ILLINOIS 60642

ANTHONY VACCO
MAYOR July 30, 1991

Mr. James Slifer, District Engr.
I1linois Dept. of Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg. Illinois 60196

Attention: Mr. Ken Hemstreet

Re: U.S. kKoure 12/29, 95th Street
Melvina Road to Western Avenue
Intersection Improvements

Dear Mr. Slifer:

It is with grave concern that the Village of Evergreen
Park has received indications that I.D.0.T. is proposing to
"streamline'" traffic flow on 95th Street. We understand
that it is vour job to handle traffic, but the way it is
being done is detrimental to our Village.

Our Engineer's have received various reports from your
consultants indicating that four (4) intersections in Oak
Lawn and five (5) intersections in Evergreem Park are
proposed for traffic signal upgrades and new left-turn bays.
We understand that in order to accomplish the intent of your
design, parking must be eliminated almost 1% blocks in each
direction from the center of those intersections. Then, we
get a second document, called an "S.R.A. Plan', under which
I am told I.D.0.T. proposes to eliminate all parking for the

entire 2 mile stretch in Evergreen Park, to say nothing of
what will be done in adjacent areas.

The consequence of your "S.R.A. Plan" would be total
devastation in Evergreen Park. We pride ourselves on our
commercial community, and the Chamber of Commerce works very
hard in trying to keep all store fronts rented and occupied.
If parking is removed, business will die. It's as simple as
that. Then, we can have all vacant store fronts, and that

will be the beginning of the end for commercial enterprise
in our Village.

- LA



Mr. James Slifer
July 30, 1991
Page 2

I know I speak for our entire Village Board when I say
that this concept is totally unacceptable, and there is no

way that we could endorse or possibly consider a proposal of
this nature.

Insofar as the work involved on five (3) intersections
is concerned, that project will have a similar eifect, and
will in essence., be getting a "foot-in-the-door". There are
onlv six-foot (6') sidewalks on each side of the road, and
iT 25 ooh traific travels down the curb lane of 95th Street
at tnese intersections. there will be danger presented to
pedestrians. vrocks kicked up rrom car tires to break store
Iront windows, and snow and slush in the Wintertime to

adverseiv zifect businesses within the 1limits of vyour
projsct. There are also very few vacant parcels that could
be considered for development of off-street parking. Your

plan snows only one small lot that could be develcped for
ofr-sctreet parking on a two mile section of urban roadway.

To sum it all up, Evergreen Park is totally against the
implementation of this project. Improving tratffic movement
in general only attracts more traffic. We would prefer that
evervthing be left as ic is, and if it takes people 10 more
minutes to get to where Thev want to go, then so be it.

Please take our ccmments under consideration before
pursuing this project anv further.

Yours truly,

VILLAGE OF EVERGREEN PARK

Vi ees

Anthony Vacco, Mayor

AV/1d

cc: Mr. Ernest F. Kolb, Pres.
Village of Oak Lawn
F. Novotny & Assocs., Engrs.

Mr. Rick Boehm, S.W. CATS Liaison
File



RESOLUTION NO. 6 - 1991

RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF EVERGREEN PARK
FOR THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION TO ABANDON ALL PLANS TO
ELIMINATE PARKING LANES ALONG 95TH STREET

WHEREAS, the Village of Everﬁreen_Park has studied
a proposal by a consultant to the [llinois Department of
Transportation recommending left turn bays and stacking lanes
at five intersections on 95th Street:; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Evergreen Park has identified
the resultant loss of on street parking totaling ninety eight

spaces which will have a negative economic impact on our
entire business community; and

WHEREAS, the elimination of said parking spaces will
creats a2 nardship on local residents who support our business
community and will likely force them to shop elsewhere; and

WHEREAS, the safety of shoppers would be compromised
due to tne removal of a parking lane which serves as a buffer
between a busily traveled roadway and an extremely narrow
sidewalk of less than four feet in some areas: and

WHEREAS, the removal of a parking lane would lessen
the attractiveness of the business due to the rainwater, slush
and road salt that would be splashed on store fronts and

customers entering and exiting the businesses along 95th
Street; and

~_ WHEREAS, the IDOT plan does not take into account
the limited number of available parking spaces to the rear

of the storefronts when it detailed the elimination of parking
on 95th Street,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor angd Board
of Trustees of the Village of Evergreen Park,_ Cook County,
I1linois, that the Illinois Department of Transportation
should abandon all plans to eliminate the parking lanes along
85th Street which are vital to the economic health of the
private businesses, along said route,

ADOPTED bf the Mayor and Board of Trustees this 5th

day of August, 199
Ao
}, Mayor

ATTEST:



THE HONORABLE ANTHONY VACCO
MAYOR

VILLAGE OF EVERGREEN PARK
9418 SOUTH KEDZIE AVENUE
EVIRGREEN PARK INL 60642

November 27, 1991

Dear ¢

Subsequent to the public hearing held at Oak Lawn High School on
August B, 1991, the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT)
has conducted additional analysea of the Strategic Regional
Arterial (SRA) recommendations for 95th Street through the
Villages of Osk Lawn and Evergreen Park. FPurther evaluation has
determined that the original proposal should be modified.

IDOT will revise the year 2010 recommendation in the final SRA

report for 95th Street through Oak Lawn and Evergreen Park to
indicate the following:

l. The existing three through lanes in each direction will be
maintained. However, 8 continuous median 1s not recommended.

2. Channelization for left turn lanes should be provided at 2zll
aignalized intersections to provide an adequate level of
traffic progression and to maximize safety.

3. The existing on-street parking conditions will remain in
place throughout Oak Lawn and Evergreen Park, except where
additional pavement is required for the channelization of
left turn lanes zt signalized intersections. At thoae
locations the removal of parking will only occur after

agreewment is reached with Oak Lawn and Evergreen Park on an
acceptable parking plan.

With regard to the ongoing IDOT engineering study to provide
channelization and a signal interconnection system between
Melvina and Western, our comsulting firm 15 currently studying
projected turning movements and capacity analyses at the
locations proposed for channelization. Options involving a
reduction in the number of intersections being considered,
length of needed turning bays, prohibition of left turns in lieu
of channelization, as well as Begmented signal interconnect
sections of a shorter length are all under consideration.

IDOT is sensitive to the concerns of the citizens of Osk Lawn
and Evergreen Park regarding the availability of parking along
95th Street. We hope thst through continued coordination 2z plan

can be developed that is acceptable and servee all parties
concerned.

Very truly yours,

James C. Slifer, P.E.
District Engineer



ERNEST F.KOLB
Village President

RICHARD E. O’'NEILL

Village Trustees Village Manager

EDWARD BARRON
WILLIAM P. HEFKA
MARJORIE ANN JOY
HAROLD MOZWECZ
RONALD M. STANCIK
ROBERT J. STREIT

5252 West Dumke Drive
Oak Lawn, lllinois 60453-2489
Phone (708) 636-4400

FAX (70B) 636-8606

Village Clerk
A, JAYNE POWERS

RESOLUTION NO. 91-15-10

RESOLUTION OBJECTIRG TO IDOT'S PROPOSAL TO
ELIMINATE PARKING IN THE OAK LAWN AND EVERGREEN
PARK AREA TO PROVIDE LEFT TURN BAYS AND "STACKING LANES"

WHEREAS, the Village of Oak Lawn has studied a proposal by a consultant
to the Illinois Department of Transportation recommending left turn bays and
"stacking lanes"™ at certaln interesections on 95th Street; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Oak Lawn has identified the resultant loss of

on-street parking as having a negative economic impact on our entire business
community; and

WHEREAS, the safety of Oak Lawn shoppers would be negatively impacted
by the elimination of a parking lane which now serves as a buffer between a
busily traveled roadway and a sidewalk of less than four feet Iin many areas;
and

WHEREAS, the removal of a parking lane would lessen the attractiveness
of the businesses due to seasonal inundation of the stores with waste water
and road salt; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Oak Lawn has concluded due to a study of similar
improvements along Cicero Avenue that the effect on the business life of Oak
Lawn would be seriously impacted and it is the responsibility of the State of
Illinois to protect its communities from unreasonable hardship and loss.

THEREFORE, be it resolved that the State of Illinois should not require
the sacrifice of private businesses in their efforts to move more traffic
through the Villages of Oak Lawn and Evergreen Park.

NOW THEREFORE, the Illinois Department of Transportation should
fmmediately discard the proposal to eliminate parking in the Oak Lawn and
Evergreen Park area to provide left turn bays and "stacking lanes" and begin
studies for the relocation of pass-through traffic on other routes.

Ernest F. Kolb, Viligge President

ATTEST:

Vill% e Clerk, A. Jayne Powers

=

Ay, miwaamy
errouiwmITY



THE. HONORABLE ERNEST F. KOLB
MAYOR

VILLAGE OF OAX LAUWN

5252 WEST DUMKE DRIVE

OAK LAWN IL 60453

November 27, 1991

Dear :

Subsequent to the public hearing held at Oak Lawn High School on
August B8, 1991, the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT)
has conducted additional analyses of the Strategic Regional
Arterial (S5RA) recommendations for 95th Street through the
Villages of Oak Lawn and Evergreen Park. Further evaluarion has
determined that the original proposal should be modified.

IDOT will revise the year 2010 recommendation in the final SRA

report for 95th Street through Oak Lawn and Evergreen Park to
indicate the following:

1. The existing three through lanes in each direction will be
maintailned. However, a continuous median 1s not recommended.

2. Channelization for left turn lanes should be provided at all
signalized intersections to provide an adequate level of
traffic progression and to maximize safety.

3. The existing on-street parking conditions will remain in
place throughout Oak Lawn and Evergreen Park, except where
additional psvement is required for the chanmelization of
left turn lanes at signalized intersections. At those
locations the removal of parking will only occur after
agreement i1g reached with Oak Lawn and Evergreen Park on an
acceptable parking plan.

With regard to the ongoing IDOT engineering study to provide
channelization and a signal interconnection system between
Melvina and Western, our consulting firm is currently studying
projected turning movements and cAapacity analyses at the
locations proposed for channelization. Options involving a
reduction in the number of intersections being considered,
length of needed turning bayse, prohibition of left turns in lieu
of channelization, as well as segmented signal interconnect
sections of A shorter length are all under consideration. -

IDOT i sensitive to the concerns of the citizens of Osk Lawn
and Evergreen Park regarding the availability of parking along
95th Street. We hope that throupgh continued coordination a plan

can be developed that is acceptable and serves all parties
concerned.

Very truly yours,

James C, Slifer, P.E.
District Engineer



CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS

CITY OF CHICAGO POLICE AND FIRE

(VICE-CHAIRMAN)

BUDGET AND GOVERNMEMNT OPERATIONS

10231 SOUTH WESTERN AVENUE COMMITTEES, RULES AND ETHICS
CHICAGO, ILLINDIS 60643

TELEPHONE. 238-8766

ECOMNOMIC AND CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT

FINANCE
GINGER RUGAI

ALDERMAN. 19TH WaARD

HISTORICAL LANDMARK PRESERYATION

HUMAN RELATIONS

August 8, 1991

o

Illinois Department of Transportation : Y.
Bureau of Programming - e
201 West Center Court .
Schaumburg, Illinois 60156 - . ,’#
4

e

Dear Sirs:

As Alderman of the 19th Ward in the City of Chicago, I am very
concerned with IDOT'S proposed "Operation Greenlight" for 95th
Street from Western to Ashland.

As the particular proposal is written, I would have to
strongly oppose implementation. The loss of commercial parking and
the increase of safety hazards for our children crossing 95th
Street enroute to school would be the two most important reasons
for opposition.

While the plan does not propose to proceed in steps or phases,
I see that there could be worthwhile improvements, such as signal
modernization and traffic interconnecting of signals that may be
done without loss or minimal loss of parking. I am interested in
further discussions that in fact could enhance the residential
character of our community and our adjacent "Small Town" business
district.

I am aware that there is no funding for any of these proposals
currently, and that any future action will not be considered for
many years, and then, only after further input and public hearings.

Sipcerelyf"*“

/v/" . /—/
%\fﬁéﬁfﬂbf"4agc£4"
Ging%} Rugai 7

Alderman, 19th Ward

GR/mh



November 27, 1991

Alderman Ginger Rugai
10231 S. Weaterm
Chicapo, Illinois 60643

Dear Alderman Pugai:

Subsequent to the public heartng held at Oak Lewn High Scheool on
August &, 1991, the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT)
has conducted additional Aanalyses of the Strategic Rezional
Artorial (SRA) recommendations for 95th Street through the
Beverly area. Our further evalvation has indicated that the
oraiginal proposal through Beverly is still the best plan to
facilitste the overall demand for transportation on 95th Street .

The SRA project recommendation for 95th Street frosw Western
Avenue to Cottage Grove Avenue will include:

1. MNetenticn of the existing two through lanes, existing mediarn
aad on~streat psrking during off-peak hour travel periods.

2. PRestriction of parking on 55th Street during peak hour
travel periods and deszignation of the two curb lanes as
special use lanes for buases, cerpoola and vanpools. This
vill enhance the publie tramsportation and vehicular service
through Beverly. This proposal will not be implemented
until agreement i reached on an acceptable parking plan.

IDOT 18 semsitive to the concerns of the citizens and businesses
through the Beverly area regarding the availability of parking
along 95th Street. IDOT will work closely with the citizens of
Beverly to minimize the impacts of these proposals. Ve lLope
that through continued coordination a plan can be developed that
is acceptatle and serves all psrties concerned,

Very truly youre,

Janes C., Slifer, P.T.
District Engineer



! v

9006 S. Hoyne Avenue - Chicago, lilinols 60620 - 312/238-4094

December 1%, 19%1

Mr. James L. Slifer

District Engineer

Illinois Depatrtment of Tranmsportation
Division of Highways

201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, Illinois &01%4

Dear Mr. Slifer:

It has come to our attention through Alderman Ginger Rugai
that the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) has
conducted additional studies for the Strategic Regional
Arterial (SRA) recommendations for 25th Street east of
Western in Feverly Hills.

The plan to restrict parking on 93th during pealk hours and
the designation of the two curb lanes fotr busses and high
occupancy vehicles is totally unacceptable to both Reverly
resi1dents and 95th Street business people.

It is obvious that IDOT has not taken into account the
overwhelming oppeosition to this plan as expressed by the
written and oral testimony presented at the August 8, 1991
public hearing at Oak Lawn High School. If it is necessary
to submit each letter of opposition again, I will do so.

Senator Jeremiah E. Joyce (D—-14) stated in his press release
dated Sentember 25, 1291 that "1 am opposed to this project
and the governor iz aware that I am opposed to it. It would
be disruptive to the effected husiness community, and as a
member of the Senate Transportation Committee I can assure
Governor Edgar that we would resist any expenditures for the
25th Street project.”

In addition, Senator Joyce has introduced legislation to stop
Operation Greenlight’'s proposed parking restrictions.

Alderman Ginger Rugal stated in her letter to IDOT an August
8, 1921 that "As the particular proposal is written, I would
have to strongly oppose implementation. The loss of
commercial parking and the increase of safety hazards for our

For Values Worth QWkile - Shop the Duality Mife



children crossing 25th Street enroute to school would be the
two most important reasons for opposition.”

Although I do not claim to be a transportation expert, 1
believe that the HOV/bus lane defeats the purpose of
encoutraging people to ride together in carpools or vanpools.
If IDDT wishes to encourage carpooling in order to lower the
number of vehicles on the streets, why would the experts ever
think that carpool occupants would like to ride in the same
lane as the busses™ Doesn’'t that slow their commute to work
1f they must ride behind the busses?™

Ferhap= you are not aware of the number of schools 1in the
imnediate 95th Street area and the number of times children
croes 95th Street enroute to theze schools.

If IDDT sincerely wishes to be sensitive to the concerns and
rneeds of the residents and busineszes 1n RBeverly it must not
move forward with the proposal to limit on street parking
during +ush hours and create a fast moving lane adjacent to
the curb.

Flease contact me at your earliest convenience about the
possibility of setting up a meeting to discuss these
proposals.

Sincerely,

Lois D. Weber
Executive Director

cc: Senator Jeremiah Jovce
Alderman Binger Rugai
M=, Sis Costello, BAFA
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9006 S. Hoyne Avenue Maintenance

TraMtic

Chicago, Illinois 60620 Traf. Sys. Con)

Administration

To:
Dear Me. Weber: 2

To:

Ve are in receipt of your letter of December 13, 1991 expressing
concern over the Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA)
recommendations for 95th Street east of Western Avenue.

As vas expressed previouely, this is a long-term proposal for
95th Street and should not be regarded as a recommendation that
would be implemented ghortly. The proposal for a HOV lane is
based on the fact that numeroua buses, in excess of 100 per
hour, use this facility during the peak period.

Peak hour parking restrictions in the AN period (eastbound)
would occur prior to the opening of most bueinesses along 95th
Street. Similar peak hour parking restrictions are already in
effect along numerous streets in the City of Chicago.

Finally, a3 was mentioned in our letter to Alderman Rugai, no
proposal to remove parking would be undertsken until an
agreement is reached with the local officials on an acceptable
parking plan.

Very truly yours,

James C. Slifer, P.E.
District Engineer

Prepared by Rich Starr/1a/7167d
Program Development, Ext. 4095



U.S. ROUTE 12/20 AND 87TH STREET
SECTION 4: Public Involvement

4.4 NEWSLETTERS

A semi-monthly newsletter was prepared and distributed to members of the U.S. Route 12/20 and
87th Street Advisory Panel. This newsletter, called the S potlight, was designed to inform Panel
members about the SRA Study and its progress. Included in the newsletter were articles concerning
topics and issues of general interest for the SRA system, as well as articles covering particular aspects
of the U.S. Route 12/20 and 87th Street Study. In addition, a Question and Answer section addressed
specific concerns about U.S. 12/20 and 87th Street in relation to the SRA Study.

Copies of all seven issues of the S poatlight, prepared for the U.S. Route 12/20 and 87th Street
Advisory Panel, are contained in the following pages.

134



NO. 1

AUGUST, 1990

DN

SPOTLIGFH

iT

Q/A

87TH AND 95TH STREETS ADVISORY PANEL

THE SRA PROJECT

The Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA)
system is 3 1,340 mile network of
existing roads in the Northeastern Illi
nois region. They create a network of
146 routes which is to act as a second
tier to the expressway systemn. Routes
are found in urban, suburban and rural
areas. They carry a large volume of
long hau! automobile and commercia!
traffic.

The SRA system is defined in the
2010 Transportation System Develop-
ment Plan. The Plan was adopted by
the Chicago Area Transportation Study
(CATS) and the Northeastern illinois
Planning Commission (NIPC).

The SRA systemn is one response to
mounting traffic congestion through-
out the region. CATS estimates travel
in the year 2010 will be 23 percent
more than it was in 1980. Meeting the
2010 needs is the goal of the study.

Historically, some arterial roads have
accommodated regional travel. Roads
such as Milwaukee Avenue in the north,
Rand Road in the northwest, Harlem
Avenueto the south, and the east-west
North Avenue were the regional travel
routes before the expressways. Oth-
ers, such as Lake-Cook Road and Ran-
dall Road offer continuous stretches of
roadway which lend themselves to long
L Astance travel. These are the roads
which are becoming the most con-
gested with regional travelers. The

lliinois Department of Transportation
(IDOT) and local governments have
identified over 1,300 mites of these ar-
terials.

The primary purpose of the siudy 1s
to answer the following guestion:

Whet con be done fo make
fhis existing crteriol streef sysfem
function as efficiently as possible?

The search for answers 1o this ques-
tion yields the following topics’

* The desirable SRA route design;
® The appropriate level of service;

o Intetreiationshp ot atterials within
the SRA system,

* Methods to reduce delay;

{Contnued on page 4)




SRA ONE PART OF
OPERATION GREEN LIGHT

SRA is one part of a much larger
project to address traffic congestion:
Operation Green Light. Other activi-
ties include:

Develop Major Transit/High-
way Facilities: This element will
contribute to freeway and transit proj
ects in the 2010 Plan. Also, it will
begin engineering studies and pre-
serve right-of-way for future routes.

Improve Other Key Arterial
Roadways: If the SRA network is to
carry regional traffic, the remaining
roadways must play a more important
role in carrying local traffic. This ele-
ment will address improvements that
will make them more efficient.

Identify Strategic Transit Im-
provements: There are two goals
for this element. This element will
work to make transit more convenient
and swift. Also, it will encourage more
pedestrian and bicycle routes.

Improve Freeway Traffic Man-
agement: Information about acci
dents and blocked lanes is available
almost immediately. This element will
develop ways to provide this informa-

tion to other drivers and to emergency’

personnel more quickly. Other priori-
ties are controlling the rate at which
vehicles enter the freeway and con-
tinuing the installation new toll collec-
tion equipment.

Improve Arterial Traffic Man-
agement: Like freeways, better in-
formation systems for these routes
will reduce congestion. Providing this

information to individual drivers will
require sophisticated systems. New
equipment for private cars is being
tested. Traffic signal networks are
also very important. SRA will address
these same topics.

Reduce Demand for Highway
Use: This element examines ways to
reduce the number of vehicles on the
road, particularly at rush hours. In-
creasing the number of people in each
vehicle is the purpose of most strate-

gies. Sharing rides and taking mass
transit are ways that workers could
help. Businesses could offer preferred
parking to people sharing rides and
support the costs of sharing rides. This
element also encourages shifting work
schedules.

Increase Environmental Con-
sideration: Studies of ways to re-
duce noise and air pollution, to im-
prove the appearance of roads, and to
increase cooperation among local gov-
ernments are all part of this element.

OPERATION GREENLIGHT
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STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIALS
AND THE ROADWAY HIERARCHY

The Strategic Regional
Arterial will be a new kind
of road - an arterial that
takes on some of the func-
tions of an expressway.
This is how it fits into a
conventional roadway hi-
erarchy.

Freeway: The function of a free-
way is to provide regional transporta-
tion for large volumes of traffic over
long distances. There is no parking on
a freeway. Accessis controlled by on-
and offvamps that are generalty spaced
at least a mile apart. Distance or
height often separate the freeway from
the land around it. Expressway, super-
highway, parkway, and tollway are all
terms used to describe freewaydike
roads.

OTHER ARTERIAL
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« fa) / & ~4
_-)"' 4 y Py
& J 2o
4
i
- c
- G
EXPRESSWAY

Strategic Regional Arterlal

(SRA): A second tier to the freeway
system. These routes were selected
because they carry, or are projected to
carry, large volumes of long haul traf-
fic. As a group, they form a network
that can carry such traffic to and from
locations the freeway system cannot.
They can also handle some of the
overflow from the freeway system.
Because of their strategic importance
to regional travelers, IDOT and CATS
are working to insure they receive
needed improvements, Recommen-
dations concerning parking, access,
traffic control, transit, land additions
and intersection widenings are ex-
amples of typical improvements.

Arterlal: An arterial has two func-
tions. The primary purpose of an arte-
rial road is to carry traffic within the
region. Secondly, it serves the homes
and businesses along it. Parking is
sometimes allowed, especially in older
commercial centers. Other streets and
the properties along it are directly con-
nected. Usually, the roadway is not
separate from the land around it.

Collector: The collector street di-
rects traffic from local streets to arteri-
als or local destinations such as shop-
ping, schools, and offices. The collec-
tor looks like the arterial, but it covers
less distance, so it carries less regional
traffic.

local: A local street provides
access to property. Moving trafficis a
secondary function. Local streets route
traffic onto a collector or arterial street
as quickly as possible. Parking is usu-
ally allowed.

Page 3



THE SRA PROJECT
{CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

e Appropriate locations for road-
way widening;

e Existing and needed right-of-way,

¢ Methods to increase capacity
without widening the roadway;

* Integration of surrounding de-
velopment;

¢ frequency and design of access
points (medians, curb cuts, driveways);

¢ The role of traffic signals;

® Accommodation of vehicles other
than cars induding mass transit, trucks,
construction vehicles, emergency ve-
hicles, and pedestrians;

* Parking;

® Pedestrian safety and conven-
ience; and

s Environmental impact.

There are two parts to the study.
The purpose of Part One is to provide
standards that address identified is-
sues. It will define existing and desir-
able roadway characteristics for urban,
suburban, and rural segments of the
system; and offer techniques for ad-
dressing special circumstances. InPart
Two, SRA roadway designers will be
able to use these recommendations
and techniques to reduce congestion
on the SRA system.

The study of all 1,340 miles of SRA
routes is divided into five phases. The
concepts and standards developed will
be applied to the first 250 miles of
specific SRA routes. These routes are
now under study. The routes selected
for this first phase reflect the variety of
route types from the very rural IL 64
near DeKalb County to the very urban
Michigan Avenue. The resuftant plans
for each of the routes will include both
short and long term improvements.
The second set of roadways will be
under study by January 1991 and
another set each year after that until
the entire system is complete.

87th & 95th Streets SRA Route

The future traffic demand projected
for each route will depend more on
planned land development and rede-
velopement and travel times than on
the specific cross-section of the road-
way. The study will suggest alterna-
tives for improving each route. From
the various alternatives, a desirable
roadway design will be selected on the
basis of efficiency, cost, environmental
impact, and local development priori-
ties.

By January 1992, each Advisory
Panel will have reviewed alternatives
for its route, have offered its sugges-
tions, and have seen the final study
results, A public meeting will have
been held for each route segment,
Each route will have a prioritized list of
projects and activities for route im-
provements. This list will be a part of
a final written report. The recom-
mended physical improvements could
then proceed to conventional Phase |
engineering and design studies.

Bridgeview

Calumet

2 Burbank ;% Chicago IE
| Hicko < £
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ARTERIAL.
ANSWERS

Arterial Answers will be a regular feature of this newsletter.
Please use the form at the end of the column to send us your
questions in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator, We will
see that you receive an answer.

The topics in this column arose at the first meeting of the
Advisory Panel for this and other routes.

What are the duties of the Ad-
visory Panel and when during the
study Is it scheduled to meet?

The Panel is responsible for review-
ing and commenting on the study
recommendations and condusions. The
Pane! will meet with the consultants
two additional times during the study:
once to review altematives for the routes
(Fall or Winter 1990) and once before
the public hearing (Summer through
Winter 1991).

Who should be on the Panel?

In addition to those government
Tepresentatives invited to this meeting,
the panel may wish to add representa-
tives from businesses and community
organizations along the route.

Will the consultants be avall-
able to meetseparately with rep-
resentatives of all the communi-
ties along the route?

No. The Advisory Panels are the
only formal community contact included
within the contract for the consultant
services. Harland Bartholomew and
Associates (HBA) does plan to meet
informally with community officials as
needed to gather information and
identify focal concerns.

How many years will t take to
study all the SRA routes?

The SRA routes are planned to be
studied in five groups over a five year
period.

Will the study be involved In
protecling right-of-way at the §5th
and Stony Island Mall?

No. The study is too late to affect
this particular development.

Does the word corridor mean
that the roadway tself will be ex-
panded?

Not necessarily. It can be very
expensive to buy buildings, so this alter-

native is expected to be recommended
very infrequently.

{Continued on Page 6)
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ARTERIAL ANSWERS

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5)

Why are 87th and 95th Streets
both on the SRA?

Both 87th and 95th Streets are
included to handle the extensive traffic
projected for this area.

Wil the study set the design
standard for the roadway?

Yes. The study will provide goals,
such as intersection improvements and
traffic signalization, to work toward.

Must all routes be studied be-
fore any improvements can be
made?

No. The five year capital improve-
ments plan caninclude new projects as
soon as each phase of the study is
complete,

How do other studies for this
route relate to this study?

This study will consider the conclu-
sions and recommendations of other
studies to be existing conditions of the
roadway. Recommendations of this
study may include additional improve-
ments.

Are local communlty goals im-
portant to the study?

Yes. We are looking to the Advisory
Panels to keep open the lines of com-
munication. Keep those questions
coming!

response.

MILESTONES

e January 29, 1990
SRA Project Began

* March 7, 1990
First Advisory
Panel Mesting

* April 16, 1990
Draft Part One
Design Concept

Report Submitted
for review

e October 1990
Final Part One
Design Concept
Report

Do you have questions about the Strategic Regiona! Arterials Plan? 1s §
there something you would like to contribute? Use this form, or another §
sheet of paper (as many as you like), and send them to your Advisory |
Panel Coordinator listed below. We'll see that you get an answer or |

Please send to:

Rick Boehm

Village Hall

P.O. Box 128

Bedford Park, IL 60501
{708) 458-2067

r
|
i
1
i
|
|
|
|
i
i
|
i
|
]
i
|
i
i
i
I
|
i
1
I (312) 793-3470

Name
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ALOOK AT THE
SPOTLIGHT

The SRA Spotlight is a
newsletter about the Strategic
Regional Arterial system study.

Each segment of the system has
its own edition published once every
other month. This first issue will go to
all members of the Advisory Panel and
any others who were on the mailing
list. Please use the form below to
change your address or add others to
the mailing list.

mailing list:

Name

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add
someone to our mailing list? If so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your

The purpose of the Spotlightis toin-
form Panel members about progressin
the study and to respond to their ques-
tions and comments. There will be
regular features including the Mile-
stones and Arterial An-
swears. Arterial Answers
will respond to Panel member ques-
tions. Please use the form at the end
of Artarial Answars to sub-
mit your questions and comments about
the SRA and the Spotlight.

Title/Organization

Street

City

— . —— —————— ————— | — o e ]

State

Sendto: BRA SPOTLIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator
whose address is shown at the bottom of the box to your left.

Zip
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_SPOTLIGHT

87TH AND 95TH STREETS ADVISORY PANEL

ROUTE TYPES DESIGNATED

The Chicago Area Transportation
Study (CATS) and the lllinois Department
of Transportation (IDOT) have designated

road types on the SR A, These designa-
tions will help identify such things as right-of-way
width, number of lanes, and type of signals that
could be desirable for each route.

SRA routes are found in urban, suburban, and
rural areas. Urban routes are concentrated in the
City of Chicago and adjacent suburbs. Suburban
routes include most of suburban Cook County, all of
DuPage County, and the contiguous parts of Lake,
Kane, McHenry and Will Counties. The routes
furthest from the City of Chicago are Rural.

Designations are based on the number of
households per acre projected for 2010. Some
routes do not appear as intensely developed today
as they will by 2010.  Where household densities
are projected to be less than or equal to one half per
acre, the area is designated rural. Suburban areas
are expected to experience densities between one
half and five households per acre by 2010. Over five

e——
[ ——

ROUTE TYPES

McHenry

-

Kane

-Urban
Sd:urhn
[ rurat

’

households per acre by 2010 is considered to be an urban area. Each area

represents the general trend within a given region not the growth rate of a
particular community. This allows some “smoothing” of designation, so that

the different types are not mixed together.

Some routes offer segments which appear more intensely developed
than their designation. One such segment might be the part of Milwaukee

Aboutone third of US 12/20, that
part between LaGrange Road and Pu-
laski Road, has been designated as a
Suburban route. The ultimate 2010
desirable characteristics for a Subur-
ban route could include:

Road that passes through central Libertyville. These segments will be consid-

ered as special circumstances in the intensive analysis which follows the
route’s preliminary designation. These special segments can be improved in

ways which would not be proposed for the normal segments.

" e A 120 o150 foot right-of-way
width,

{Continued on page 3)



ARTERIAL
ANSWERS

Please use the form on page 4 to send us your questions
in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator. We will see

that you receive an answer.

What is the right-of-way?

Right-of-way (ROW) is the amount
of land set aside for the roadway.

is the ROW always the same
width as the actual road?

No. Often more land is available
than is needed for the existing pave-
ment. This allows the road to be wid-
ened later when needed.

How do you find out where the
ROW ends and private property
begins?

There are maps in each county re-
corder’s office that show exactly where
the ROW is. These maps are impor-
tant, because sometimes private prop-
erty owners have buift within the ROW.

About how wide dare most
ROW's on 95th Street and 87th
Streot?

Most ROW's are about 100 feet
wide even through major intersections.

Are there many segments
where the ROW is not about 100
feot wide?

Yes

Are these segments wider or
narrower than most?

Narrower. The portionof U5 12/20
(95th Street) on Ewing Avenue has 80
feet of ROW. There is also a small
segment of 80 foot ROW on 95th
Street between Avenue *N" and Ewing
Avenue.

and

SIGNAL TIMING
AND
COORDINATION

Properly timed and coordinated
traffic signals is a cost effective tech-
nique that can greatlyimprove the flow
of traffic on SRA routes.

When a series of signals is coordi-
nated, thereisa window of time during
which cars can drive through the sys-
tem without stopping. Once the driver
passes through the first light in the
series, chances are very good that the
driver will be able to drive through the
rest of the signals in the series without
having to stop. In this manner, the
optimal flow of traffic along the SRA
can be achieved.

Usually this is achieved By linking
neighboring signals to a master signal.
The master controller signals the other
traffic signal controllers when to start
their cycles. On SRA routes, signals
within one-half mile of each other should
be properly timed and coordinated.

Waiting at a traffic signal ‘costs driv-
ers time, gasoline, and patience. Idling
cars add to noise and air pollution.
Uncoordinated traffic signals can actu-
ally compound congestion.

In this area, the lllinois Desartment
of Transportation (IDOT) has a Signal
Coordination and Timing (SCAT) pro-
gram. During 1988 and 1989, 25
signal timings were implemented un-
der the SCAT program. Examples of
SCAT systems on SRA routes are Mil
waukee Avenue in Libertyville, Pros-
pect Heights and Niles, Willow Road at
the Tri-State, and two segments of
Lincoln Highway.

{Continued on page 3)

Page 2



ROUTE DESIGNATIONS

———

{Continued from page 1)

Three lanes for through traffic in each direction,

The rest of US 12/20 and all of 87th Street have been
designated as Urban routes. The ultimate 2010 desirable
characteristics for an Urban route could include:

A raised median,
® A 96 to108 foot right-of-way width,
Curbs and gutters,
) &  Two lanes for through traffic in each direction,
Sidewalks where appropriate,
® A median,
No parking on the street,
®  Curbs, gutters and sidewalks,
Synchronized traffic signals at arterial and
collector streets, and e  Limited parking on the street,
Dua! left turn bays at major intersections.
{Continued on Page 5)
87TH AND 95TH STREETS

1 “"'"1!
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Milestones

o Jonuary 29, 1990 "
SRA Project Began e October 1990
o Morch 9. 1990 . ™" Pre-Final Part One
arcn v, ' ’ "~ Dasignh Concept
First Advisory e ' *  Report P
Panel Meeting L
e * January 1991
o August, 1990 ; Final Part One
Final Draft Part One Mgn CODCepf
Design Concept Report
Report

e d g Riv ay

« Panel Coordinator listed below. We'll see that you get an answer or response,

Do you have questions about the Strategic Regional Arterials Plan? Is there something you 'w"vould'i'ik-‘ef 0
contribute? Use this form, or another sheet of paper (as many as you like), and send them to your Advisory -
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Rick Boehm - l
Viiage Hall eer o |
P.O. Box 128 e |
Badiford Park, IL 6050} ceo3n |
(708) 458-2067; (312) 793-3470 i :
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ROUTES

SIGNALS

{Con't from page 3}

o Synchronized traffic signals at
arterial and collector streets, and

o Left turn bays at traffic signals.

' AItgrnatwes for 87th and 95th
Streets ;mII be presented at the next
Advisory. ‘Panel Meeting. This meeting
is tentatively scheduled for November.
Your Advisory Pane| Coordinator will
contact you concering the meeting
arrangements. +

&

Happy
Hallowecen

{Con't from page 2}

The Libertyville system is south of
the downtown area. It contains five
intersections from Greentree Parkway
to Park Avenue. Average travel speeds
increased as much as eight miles per
hour. During evening rush hour, collec-
tive fuel consumption was reduced by
over 100 gallons and vehicles were
delayed 52 hours less than they would
have been if the signals had not been
coordinated.

Lt}

The Prospect Heights system in-
cludes intersections from Des Plaines
River Road to the Palatine Road inter-
change. While travel speeds did not
increase as much as in Libertyville, fuel
consumption decreased by 600 gallons
each noon rush hour. Evening rush
hour delay was reduced by 80 hours.
The Niles system is saving motorists
almost 63 hours each evening rush
hour, Willow Road system over 200
hours, and the two systems along the
Lincoln Highway over 170 hours. As
long as these systems are periodically

.b i restudied to assure they are timed to

handle current traffic pafterns, these

p

systems will continue to save time and

money. .
l'_"—"'_——'__"'_""_"‘-—__'—_—__._'_"__‘T_"""l
I I
| Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want 10 add someone to our |
I mailing list? If so, please complete the following: |
[ Please change my address on the mailing label to: |
| Please add the following name and address to your mailing list: [
| I

Name

I I
[ Title/Organization :
I Street |
{ City State ip ;
l Send1o: SRA SPOTLIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator whose address |
| is shown at the bottom of the box to your left. |
i I
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87TH AND 95TH STREETS ADVISORY PANEL

ADVISORY PANEL REVIEWS ROUTE CONCEPTS

The second US-12/20 (95th Street)
and 87th Street Strategic Regional Ar-
terial {SRA) Advisory Panel meeting
was held on November 16, 1990 at the
Oak Lawn Village Hall. Atthe meeting
the lllinois Department of Transporta-
tion (IDOT) and its consultant, Harland
Bartholomew & Associates (HBA),
presented the preliminary analysis for
87th Street and 95th Street. Prelimi-
nary analysis included applying the
desirable suburban and urban SRA route
characteristics to 87th Street and 95th
Street, and identifying both the im-
pacts and some alternatives to those
impacts.

95th Street west of Pulaski is a
suburban SRA and east of Pulaski is an
urban SRA. 87th is entirely an urban
SRA. The desirable right-of-way for a
suburban SRA route is at least 120 feet
and includes three lanes of through
traffic in each direction, a median 18
{eet wide that can be widened at major
intersections to accommodate right and
dual left turn lanes, sidewalks, and
such appurtenances as curbs and gut-
ters. The desirable right-of-way for an
urban SRA route is at least 84 feet and
includes two lanes of through trafficin
each direction, a median, and such
appurtenances as curbs and sidewalks.
(Please see the October Spotlight

for amore complete explanation of the
route types.)

Alternatives are being offered for
those portions of the route which offer
special circumstances and are as fol-
lows:

ON 95TH:

 Protection of right-of-way to bring
roadway to 120 foot width be-
tween US45 and 1294, and be-
tween Cottage Grove Avenue and
Torrence Avenue;

¢ Development of six through lanes
plus a median between U.S. 45
and Western Avenue, between
Cottage Grove Avenue and Tor-
rence Avenue, and between the
Chicago Skyway and indiana on
Indianapolis Boulevard;

» Development of four through lanes
with a median between Western
Avenue and 194 (the Dan Ryan)
and without a median between |-
94 and Cottage Grove, and Tor-
rence and the Chicago Skyway;

e Relocation of parking during rush
hours between Western Avenue
and Cottage Grove Avenue con-

verting the lanes to bus/high occu-
pancy vehicle only lanes; and

# Construction of an interchange with
Stony Island.

ON 87TH:

 Protection of right-of-way between
Chicago and Western Indiana Rail-
road and Lafayette Street to pro-
vide rightof-way of at least 120
feet;

e Construction of five through lanes
(two west bound and three east
bound) west of Western Avenue;

& Construction of six through lanes
east of Western Avenue, restric-

tion of parking during the rush
hours;

& Consideration of aninterchange at
Pulaski-Crawford Avenue;

® improvement of the intersection at
Vincennes Avenue; and

e Development of additional offsite

parking for transit at Lafayette
Street {(near Dan Ryan).

{(Continued on page 3 )



ARTERIAL
ANSWERS

Arterial Answers is a regular feature of this newsletter. Please
use the form at the back of the newsletter to send us your

questions in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator. We will
see that you receive an answer.

Are these detailed recommen-
dations?

No. This is a preliminary analysis of
the route. No recommendations have
yet been formulated. No detailed analy-
sis will be done until the Advisory Pan-
els have had an opportunity to re-
spond. The recommendations will be
made after detailed analysis. Results
will be presented at the next Advisory
Panel Meeting.

Were accidents considered
when determining which intersec-
tions would be studied in detail?

Yes. Particularly if the number is
unusually high in relationship to the

number of vehicles traveling through
the intersection each day.

Is it feasible to extend 95th
Streot as far as Indiana? East of
Stony Island, there are many rail-
road and highway structures that
will require meodification to ac-
commodate the desirable cross
section. Would 130th Street and
Brainard provide a more feasible
route?

This suggestion will be evaluated.
Recommendations of this study will be
implemented over the next 20 years.
During this period, many of these high-
way and railroad structures may have
to be rebuilt providing an opportunity
to construct sufficient horizontal and
vertical structural clearance.

Is ¢5th Street wide encugh to
accommeodate 12 foot lanes if
parking is relocated?

Yes, if parking is relocated on both
sides of the street.

Will plans to increase parking
at the Oak Lawn Metra station to
450 spaces affect the SRA?

Improvements to transit stations are
encouraged. If transit stations are
made more accessible, more people
would be likely to use transit. As
people substitute transit for automo-
bile trips, the number of automobiles
on the SRA route is reduced.

Would you like the Advisory
Pane! members to contribute their
ideas?

Yes! One of the primary purposes
of these Panels is to open the lines of
communication between the consult-
ant and the communities along the
route. Please direct all comments, sug-
gestions, and questions to your Panel
Coordinator at the address on the
bottom of the masthead. Also, you can
use the form provided elsewhere in this
newsletter., The Coordinator will in-
sure your thoughts are properly di-
rected.

Page 2
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ROUTE CONCEPTS

{Con't from page 1)

BOTH ROUTES:

e e e S — ———— S ——

® Management of access through
driveway consolidation and provi-
sion of coordinated internal circu-
lation in new development;

¢ Interconnection or coordination of

signal systems to improve traffic
flow;

¢ Improvement of intersections in-
cluding lengthened or additional
turn lanes with emphasis on inter-
sections with other SRA routes and
arterials;

@ Relocation of on-street parking to
the rear of commercial buildings;

¢ improvement of alleyways as load-
ing areas; and

& Modification of grade separations
which have insufficient horizontal
and vertical clearances.

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add someone to our
mailing list? If 5o, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your mailing list:

Name

St — —— — i — — — — ——

Specific intersection improvements

for 95th might include:

e Modification of the intersections
on 95th Avenue with Cottage Grove
Avenue, Ewing Avenue, Avenue
"L", at 100th Avenue with Avenue
*I" and Torrence Avenue, and at
Ewing Avenue with 99th and Indi-
anapolis; and

¢ [mprovements of the intersections
at US-45, 76th Avenue, 54th Ave-
nue, Cook, 52nd Avenue, Millard,
Homan, Kedzie, Utica, California,
Vanderpoe, Prospect, St. Charles,
Ashland, Vincennes, Parnell, Cot-
tage Grove.

Please see the Question and

Answer column in this Bpot-
light for a summary of the issues
raised at the Advisory Panel meetingon
these alternatives.

Title/Organization

Street

City State

Zip

Sendto: SAA SPOTLIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator whose address
is shown at the bottom of the box to your left.
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87th AND 95th STREETS ADVISORY PANEL

WORKING WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

A key element in the success of the

SRA program goalsis the active partici-
pation of local governmentsinimplem-
entation in their own communities and
in cooperation with other jurisdictions.
Some are land use and development
goals which will require implementa-
tion by local governments over the
next 20 years. Others are the kinds of
changes which can be enforced by
local law enforcement officers.

Once the recommended improve-

ments have been determined, local
governments can support the SRA pro-
gram in the following ways:

¢ Right-of-way protection - Protect-

ing right-of-way is important for all
SRA routes. Frequently the desir-
able configuration will require more
right-of-way than currently exists.
Because the majority of rights-of-
way on the SRA system are 100
feet wide or less, buildings are
sometimes close enough to the
existing right-of-way that the desir-
able configuration is not likely to
be achieved in the foreseeable
future. The existing situation may
not be permanent. Eventually,
properties along many of these
route segments will be redevel
oped and could then be brought to
the desirable width,

Whether for development or rede-
velopment, there are two principal
ways in which rights-of-way can be
protected:  subdivision right-of-
way dedication requirements; and
building setback requirements
which add an additional right-of-
way allowance to the normal set-
backs. Dedication is usually the ac-
quisition method of choice, be-
cause, by definition, the right-of-
way is donated for the roadway at
the time land is platted. Setbacks
are most usefu! when development
of additional right-of-way is not
planned, but could be necessary;
and when development is expected
to take place outside of the subdi-

vision and platting process.

The municipal official map is one
logical vehicle to use in setting the
right-of-way standard for commu-
nity subdivision requirements. Sub-
division regutations are another.
Local governments can be espe-
cially helpful if they design regula-
tions to insure the property owner
retains a development potential
equal to that before additional right-
of-way is required. This could be
accomplished by atlowing any ad-
ditional right-of-way to be included
in the calculation of land available
for development

(Continued on page 2 )

=.TO IMPROVE
87TH AND
a5TH .
STREETS

Each. of the local jurisdictions along
87th and 95th Streels can act to
improve ftraffic conditions in the
corridor. Parts of the corridor, par-
ticularly the eastern and western
ends of 95th Street, have less than
the minimum desirable right-of-way.
Future developments and redevel
opment may provide opportunities
‘to obtain portions of the needed
rightofway. = - .~

® L ocal planning and zoning agen-
cies in Cook County, the City of
Chicago, and the Villages of
Hickory Hills and Palos Hills should
require dedications adequate for
the desirable cross section each
time a parcel is subdivided or re-
developed.

~ @ Comprehensive and specific
plans should include designation
of the full desirable nght-of-way
for 87th and 95th Streets.

* Saving right-of-way asit becomes
available will insure that eventually
the roadway can be widened to the
full desirable right-of-way.

(Continued on page 2)
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WORKING WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

{Cantinved from page 1}

Local
-
]
=
&

Easornan

access. Owners of prop-
erties served by alleyways
should be encouraged to
make use of the alley-
ways.

Arterial

internal access roads
are recommended for all
new development and re-
development. Thiscircu-
lation should accommo-
date autos, pedestrians,

STRATEQIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL

delivery vehicles, transit,
and bicycles. This strat-

Access Consolidation

e Access Management - Froper
management of access can signifi-
cantly improve traffic flow on the
SRA system. There are at least
three levels of access: mid-block,
intersection with non-SRA streets,
and intersections with other SRAs,
The development approval proc-
ess should address these issues for
all new development and redevel
opment. Access from existing
development can also be improved.

It is recommended that mid-block
access be limited to right-in/right-
out in new developments and re-
developments. Along segments
with many curb cut access points,
it is recommended that the access
be consolidated into single points
about 500 feet apart. Any proper-
ties that have less than 500 feet of
frontage can beinterconnected via
easements allowing access across
property lines. This is particularly
workable when there are parking
lots between neighboring build-
ings and the streets they use for

( egy will encourage ve-
hicles to enter and exit the SRA
from non-SRA routes; insure load-
ing and loading is accomplished
within the development: and will
draw pedestrians, transit riders and
bicyclists closer to many origins
and destinations.

Demand Management - Local
governmentscan assist in reducing
the demand for highway use
through the

«TO IMPROVE .
i HContinued from page 1), .
", Colnty, City, and Village govern- :
“ments having jurisdiction along the
| route”can; also’ effectively create™
additional - roadway ,capacity . by
“making “operational changes.’ Of:
particularimportance to 87th and’

Access consolidation, especially
through ‘cross easements in -

parking lots; -

Participation with private devel-
opers, the CTA, and Metra to "
develop transportation centers;

» Signal -Synchr'o;\iza'tibrli; e

* . (Continued on page 3) ]

(TMAs} include employers as well
as transit and local government of-
ficials, so can be the most effective
vehicle for organizing such pro-
grams. The Chicago Area Trans-
portation Study (CATS} can pro-
vide technical assistance to TMAs,
and to local governments and
employers to form TMAs.

promotion of
strategies such
as alternative
work sched-
ules, ride shar-
ing programs,
and parking
incentives. In
rural and sub-
urban areas,
such programs
are best camed
out by groups
of neighboring
communities.
Transportation —

)

Locel

Clreutation m

Arterial

Management E

S
STRATEGIC REGIONAL ARTERIAL i)

Associations

/4 Mils Mindmum Spacing M [ 'd

Internal Circulation
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WORKING WITH LOCAL GOVERNNMENTS

(Continued from page 2)

Synchronization

Traffic Signal Network

» Auxiliary Improvements - Auxit-
iary improvements include both op-
erational and physical changes. Be-
cause the primary cause of delay
on arterial routes is stopping and
turning movements at intersections,
relief of existing congestion will

wYdS

intersacling Streed

H‘_\‘Egé; ‘l

intersacting Street

— e ——

:

Connector Route Improvement

involve some form of improvement
of peak period operations at inter-
sections. The three greatest sources
of delay are waiting at traffic sig-
nals for the green phase, waiting
for left turning vehicles, and wait-
ing for right turning vehicles. Large
vehicles are particularly difficult to
move through any narrow seg-
ments, because they are slow to
accelerate and frequently need
more turning space in these inter-
sections than is available to them.
Typical projects might inciude:

- Signal Networks - Signal co-
ordination projects typically involve
many intersecting routes and dif-
ferent jurisdictions, so are best im-
plemented as a cooperative effort
among the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT) and any
other local governments that might
have jurisdiction. This strategy al-
lows signals on intersecting routes
to be coordinated as well. Theo-
retically, signal networks can in-
clude an indefinite number of sig-
nals as long as nointerval between
the signals exceeds one half mile.

- Intersection Redesign - Fre-
quently intersection improvements
involve rights-of-way belonging to
more than one jurisdiction. Coop-
erative ventures will assure thatim-
provements to both (or all) legs of
the intersection are improved as ef-
ficiently and economically as pos-

sible.

- Improvement of Auxiliary
Routes-Upgrading of intersecting
and parallel routes which would re-
lieve traffic on the SRA by allowing

.To IM'PFIDVE )

Intersection redesign to accom-
modate freight. vehicle turns
wherever possnb]e

Addition of of turn bays' atin-

Improverhé"ht of alleyways to
accommodate loading areas
semng busmesses on the route;

. Parﬁapaﬁon Wrth the lllinois
" Department of Transportation

in an active parking relocation
_program and .

. Enforcement of turnmg, park—_
lng, and ioadmg restnctlons i

; e — —— q—? SRA
f‘\\ T
%
Yo, |
\-T
Local Reliever Route T\

traffic to proceed more directly to
its destination. As one example,
vehicles can be forced onto the
SRA because an intersecting route
ends at one point on the SRA and
picks up at another. If the inter-
secting streets are directly con-
nected, the through traffic no
longer needs to use the SRA.
Another example is improvement
of an existing route which would
allow traffic using intersecting SRAs
to accomplish the trip more di-

({Continued on Page 5)
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ARTERIAL
ANSWERS

Please use the form at the back of the newsletter to send us your questions in care
of your Advisory Panel Coordinator. We will see that you receive an answer.

One alternative for 95th Street
oastof Westernis to provide right-
of-way for buses and, perhaps,
other high occupancy vehicles
(HOVs)., What were the crileria
usedto determine whether ornot
congestion on 95th Stree! would
improved by such a provision?

The average travel time for all route
users should be improved. Prior to
considering 2 bus or HOV lane, the
peak hour ridership must be at least
1,200 passengers on the lines that
serve the route, the traffic flow in the
general use lanes should not be seri-
ously disrupted by the turn restrictions
and signalization adjustments neces-
sary to implement the HOV lane, and
there must be at least two through
lanes remaining for non-HOVs. Also, if
the HOV is in the curb lane, it must be
feasible to prohibit parking and load-
ing in that lane during hours of HOV
operation.

Reducing the number of
through lanes from six to four on
95th Street east bound at Westem
Avenue and from six to five on
87th Streel west bound at Wes!-
ern Avenue could have a disrup-
live effect on the flow of traffic.
How could that effect be miti-
gated?

Western Avenue is another SRA.
On 87th Street traffic volumes are
expected to be significantly less west of
Western Avenue. Mass transit traffic
is much heavier east of Western Ave-
nue on 95th Street than west. The
dedication of lane space for high occu-
pancy vehicles during peak hours is ex-
pected toreduce overall travel timeson
95th Street.

What Is a transporiation cen-
ter?

Transportation centers have been
proposed where more than one form

llinois.

CELEBRATE APRIL 15TH???!!!

GOOD ROADS DAY

The fifteenth day of April in each year is designated as
llinois Good Roads Day to be cbserved throughout the State
as a day for holding appropriate exercises in the public schools
and elsewhere to show the value of our public highways in the
economy of our State and the contributions they represent to
the prosperity, comfort and wellbeing of the Citizens of

(An Act to designate ... Good Roads Day. Approved March
6, 1943, Hlinois Revised Statutes, Section 401.)

of transit intersect within walking dis-
tance of an SRA route. The centers
would include parking, ticket sales,
newsstand/coffee bar, and a range of
convenience commercial businesses
such as dry cleaners, convenience gro-
cery, day care, and shoe repair. The
convenience commercial and parking
would allow participation in manage- .
ment and construction by private en-
terprise, thereby reducing the cost to
the RTA and government. The concen-
tration of transit and convenience can
be expected to attract additional rider-
ship.

$ & 3 6 4 646 5635455055888 50 ¢50 08 84
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WORKING WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

{Con't from page 3)

rectly. Still another example is the
improvement of collector routes to
accommodate local traffic.

- Accommodation of Selected
Uses in Parallel Rights-of-Way -
Improvements of parallel routes to
accommodate pedestrian paths,
transit ways, and bike paths can
also help. To bring pedestrians, bi-
cyclists, and transit riders to the
shopping centers, office buildings,
and business parks, relocating
sidewalks, HOV (High Occupancy
Vehicle) lanes, and bike paths off
of the SRA should be considered.
Already, many suburban bus routes
use shopping center entrances as
stops. Bicycles and pedestrians
can be much more safely accom-
modated in separate parallel path-
ways than within the inadequate
right-of-way of many SRAs.

— — — A —— — — ———— — — — — — — ————— — — — — —

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add
someone to our mailing list? If so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your

e Changes in Traffic Regulations
and Enforcement - Changing the
way a route operates can increase
the number of vehicles it can handle.
Operational changes are those im-
provements which may be made
without extensive construction.
Theyinclude such things as prohibi-
tion of parking, loading, and left
turns as well as coordination of
traffic signals.  Usually these
changes are made in the traffic
regulations and can, in effect,
exchange parking or turn fanes for
through traffic lanes on a one-to-
one basis. Conversely, parkingina
no parking zone, double parking,
andillegalleft turns can block lanes
which should be used by through
traffic.

Local governments can support the
SRA in all these ways. The companion
article details which of these are most
relevant to 87th and 95th Streets.

mailing list:
Name
Title/Organization
Street
City State Zip

Send to: SRA SPOTLIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel
Coordinator whose address is shown at the bottom of the box to

your left.
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Do you have questions about the Strategic Regional Arterials Plan? Is there
something you would like to contribute? Use this form, or another sheet of paper
(as many as you like), and send them to your Advisory Panel Coordinator listed
below. We'll see that you get an answer or response.

Name
Please send to:
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Bedford Park, IL 60501
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SPOTLIGHT

87TH AND 95TH STREETS ADVISORY PANEL

YEAR 2010 SRA SYSTEM TRAVEL DEMAND
PROJECTIONS UNDERWAY

This article was contributed by the Chicago
Area Transportation Study.

The Chicago Area Transportation
Study (CATS) makes forecasts of future
traffic levels and patterns as part of its
regional planning function. The Strate-
gic Regional Arterial system identified
in the 2010 TSD Plan was developed
and evaluated, in part, using these
types of forecasts. For the first phase
of the SRA system study, CATS
changed its regional highway

The Northeastern Illinois Planning
Commission (NIPC) prepared new esti-
mates of population, households and
employment for the year 2010 cover-
ing the six county area in November
1990. CATS maintains a computer
based representation of the regional
highway network which contains the
entire freeway system, ail roads on a

forecasting modeltoreflect the

recommendationsdevelopedin
the Design Concept Report. The
traffic forecasts thus developed
will be used in preparing the
initial design recommendations
for each SRA segment.

An explanation, in a general

The 2010 SRA system
travel demand projections
assume that all routes in the
SRA system have been improved
as suggested in the Design
Concept Report for the system.

fashion, of the methods usedin

forecasting will make the re-
sulting traffic forecasts more
understandable. There are two pri-
mary inputs used in developing traffic
forecasts:

¢ estimates of future levels of socio-
economic development (e.g., num-
ber of households, amount and
type of employment, etc.} and

e arepresentation of the transporta-
tion network.

designated federal aid system and
about 70 percent of the roadways des-
ignated as minor arterials or collectors.
This network represents approximately
5,300 centerline miles in the six coun-
ties. In addition to this network data-
base, CATS has developed and main-
tains a set of travel simulation models
used in forecasting future travel de-
mand. The traditional four steps used
in travel demand forecasting are briefly
described below.

1.Trip generation - The NIPC socio-

economic data is gathered into
land areas called traffic zones which
range in size from one to nine
square miles. The forecast popula-
tion, households and employment
in each zone determine how many
(and what kind of) trips that zone
will produce and attract. For ex-
ample, azone which hasalarge
population and no employment
will produce many work trips,
but not attract any work trips (a
zone the employment attracts
work trips).

2. Trip distribution - A work
trip produced by a residential
zone needs to be linked to a
zone with work attractions to
mimic a real world trip which
always has a particular starting
and ending point. This step
turns trip productions and attrac-
tions from the previous step into
trip interchanges using travel time
(few people are within five min-
utes of work, most people travel
about an hour to work, and a few
travel muchlonger} and how many
opportunities there are to satisfy

(Continued on page 2)
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PROJECTIONS

{Continued from page 1)

the trip purpose (there are more
jobs closer to Glenview than there
are to Woodstock).

3.Modal split- Knowing where trips
will begin and end, it is possible to
estimate how many will use auto
or transit based upon cost of mak-
ing the trip and user characteris-
tics. A work trip to the Chicago
central area is very likely to use
transit because of the high quality
service and high auto cost; while a
nonwork trip is far less likely to use
transit to suburban shopping loca-
tions because service levels are low
and auto costs are minimal.

4.Trip assignment - The auto trips
determined above are combined
with estimates of truck trips and
allocated to computer coded rep-
resentation of the highway net-
work. This is done in the same
manner that people usually choose
their travel routes: minimize total
time spent travelling. The esti-
mates of future trafficon any road-
way link is the sum of all the vehicle
trips assigned to that link by this
final model step.

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your mailing list:

Name

— — s — — et — e — — et — —

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add someone to our
mailing list? (f so, please complete the foliowing:

The processoutlined above has been
developed and refined for over thirty
years. It produces an estimate of traffic
for all roads (including the SRA system)
at once. This is useful and necessary
when a very large number of estimates
are needed. However, itis very difficult
to produce thousands of “perfect” es-
timates simultaneously. The proper
application of estimates developed at a
regional scale is for ascertaining the
future capacity needs; i.e., are two,
four or six lanes likely to be required in
the future. This is why the traffic
forecasts CATS developed were pro-
vided in the form of volume ranges
corresponding to the carrying capacity
of various sized roadways. This allows
the preparation of preliminary designs
based upon the best current forecast
of future travel developed in a consis-
tentmanner. The traffic forecasts used
in this preliminary work will continue to
be refined as these SRA projects move
along the established IDOT design/
implementation process. This process
includes considerable opportunity for
public comment and review of the
traffic data used in actual project de-
sign.

Street

City State

Zip

Send to: SRA SPOTLIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator whose
address is shown at the bottom of the box to your right.
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ARTERIAL
ANSWERS

How will the Year 2010 SRA
system travel projections for the US
12/20 and 87th Street corridor af-
fect proposed improvements? Are
there other factors that will go into
the improvement plans?

Travel projections are important to
the SRA planning process, but they will
not be the only determinant of the level
of improvements proposed. As part of
the roadway concept development,
Harland Bartholomew and Associates,
Inc. (HBA) is conducting roadway ca-
pacity analyses. The results provide
some indication of the ability of pro-
posed improvements to meet future
travel demand.

A roadway capacity analysis esti-
mates how many vehicles can be car-
ried on the roadway. The analysis
allows variation of several conditions
that change the flow of traffic. The
capacity of an arterial roadway de-
pends most heavily on the number of
vehicles that can be accommodated at
its signalized intersections (traffic lights),
so a group of variables describe how
long the average vehicle is stopped at
eachsignal. The number of signalsand
distance between them is included.
Variables relating to the roadway and

its operation, such as the number of
through lanes in each direction, how
many vehicles each lane can accommo-
date, the posted speed, how many
vehicles are likely to make turns, and
the characteristics of rush hour traffic,
complete the information used in the
analysis.

Desirable right-of-way criteria
for SRA routes are included in the
Design Concept Report completed
atthe beginning of the SRA project.
Would protecting the desirable
amount of right-of-way be recom-
mended in areas through which it
woulid be difficult to obtain enough
right-of-way?

Not always. The desirable right-of-
way width for a suburban SRA is at
least 120 feet with a six lane roadway.
Much of 95th Street (US 12/20)is 100
feet. Buildings front directly on the
sidewalk. Recommendations for this
portion will focus on improvements
within the existing right-of-way. Addi-
tional rightof-way from developed
properties to accommodate the desir-
able roadway should be acquired if
redevelopment along the segment
occurs.

The desirable number of
through lanes for an urban route
isfour and for a suburban route is
six. 95th Steet is both an urban
and asuburbanroute. lfthe read-
way does narrow, is congestion
to be expected?

Not always. Such things as signal
coordination (see October 1990
Spatlight), adding bays for turn-
ing vehicles, managing driveway and
side street access, and improving alley
access to strip commercial areas can all
reduce the amount of congestion in
ways that add little or no additional
pavement to the roadway.

Such congestion reduction strate-
gies require the active cooperation of
the local governments involved.

Please send us your questions

in care of your Advisory Panel
Coordinator. We will see that
you receive an answer.
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87TH AND 95TH STREETS ADVISORY PANEL

TRANSIT AND THE SR A SYSTEM

One of the goals of the SRA process
is to examine ways to enhance public
transportation. This goal supports the
SRA system's primary function as a
regional transportation network. The
role of public transportation is also a
tunction of the type of route. Each
route has been designated as Urban,
Suburban, or Rural. Some have been
divided into more than one type.

For 87th and 85th Streets, as for all
SRA routes, recommendations are
made not only for relatively inexpen-
sive improvements which might be com-
pleted in the short term, but for im-
provements which might ultimately be
implemented bythe Year 2010, Objec-
tives such as increasing the capacity of
the corridor, improving travel times,
reducing demand and providing for
better integration of the SRA with the
expressway system, and other modes
of travel are important in considering
potential transit improvements.

Potential types of transit improve-
ments to be considered may include:

& High occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes
which can include carpooils and
vanpools as well as buses;

The photo is an example of the
sign system used in Lockport.

® Access to regional transit systems;
® Pedestrian access;
® The links between different transit

routes and type, and between tran-
sit and the automobile;

® Transit stop safety, convenience
and comfort; and

¢ Transit information systems visible
from the roadway

Specific characteristics for these
types of improvements were developed
as part of the Design Concept Report
that was part of the first phase of the
SRA study. Improvements appropriate
to the type of route - urban for 95th
Street east of Pulaski Road, and subur-
ban west of Pulaski Road and for all of
87th Street - were evaluated for appli-
cation to the specific route. For ex-
ample, turnouts are desirable for bus
stops ©n rural and suburban SRAs,
while urban stops are within the lane of
traffic. For rural and suburban SRAs
park and ride locations may be consid-
ered. for urban SRAs improved pas-
senger facilities to link regional local
transit routes may be considered.

A clear system of graphics identify-
ing transit stops, and information and
directions concerning transit is desir-
able for all routes. Extensive rail and
bus systems are near or on most SRA
routes, but, too often, the stations are
poorly marked, and schedules and
routes not widely known. Adoption of
an attractive, uniform signing system
and clear directions to the stations can
go a long way toward improving tran-
sit use on SRAs.
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ARTERIAL
ANSWERS

For this issue we are devoting the Arterial Answers column to a glossary of transit terms. Next
issue we will return to our normal question and answer format. Please send us your questions
in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator. We will see that you receive an answer.

Busway/Bus Lane - An HOV lane
reserved exclusively for buses.

Bus Shelter - A small, roofed struc-
ture designed to protect waiting
bus passengers from the elements.
Shelters are normally adjacent to
the sidewalk at a bus stop, but can
be part of an adjacent building.

CTA - The Chicago Transit Authority
operates buses in the City of Chi-
cago and several adjoining sub-
urbs, and the rapid transit system.

Demand Management-Technigues
such ascarpooling, staggered work
hours, and controlled development
which are employed to reduce the
number of vehicles using the road-
way at any one time.

Dial-a-Ride Bus Service - curb-to-
curb bus service for the general
public as well as those individuals
having special needs such as eld-
erly persons or persons with dis-
abilities. (Pace, Development
Guidelines, December 1989, p. VIil-
1) o

Diamond lane - An HOV lane
marked with painted diamonds.

Emergency Ride Program - Some-
times offered as part of a rideshare
or regular transit user program;

workers without a personal vehicle
are allowed a limited number of
immediate trips in the event of
emergency.

Headway - The amount of time
scheduled between buses or trains
teaving from a particular stop.

HOV/High Occupancy Vehicle -
Usually refers to buses, vans, and
other transit or service agency ve-
hicles; some localities also include
private vehicles carrying as few as
two people.

HOV Lane - A lane in or next to the
roadway which can be used only
by HOVs.

Jitney - A privately-owned,
unscheduled cab, van, or small bus
that carries paying passengers
along a specified route.

Kiss and Ride/Kiss-n-Ride - Passen-
ger drop-off/pick up point for tran-
sit riders.

Light Rail - A railroad system (tracks
and cars) that carries only passen-
gers. Cars are typically an updated
version of streetcars.

Metra - Operating agency for com-
muter rail service, Lines include the
Chicago and North Western, Mil-

waukee Road, Burlington North-
ern, Metra Electric, Metra/Heritage
Corridor, Norfork Southern, Rock
Island, and Chicago South Shore
and South Bend lines.

Pace - Operating agency for subur-
ban bus service.

Paratransit - Alternate transporta-
tion services for those not able to
use conventional public transit. Ve-
hicles used include buses, jitneys,
taxis, and vans that are especially
outfitted with seat belts, lifts, and
often wheelchair anchors.

Parking Facility - A parking lot or
garage.

Park and Ride/Park-n-Ride - A park-
ing facility for transit riders.

Peak Hour/Peak Period - The hour
or period of the day during which
traffic is heaviest. This time is
usually assumed to be that during
which most people go to or from
work.

Rideshare (Carpool, Vanpool) -
Usually refers to a private arrange-
ment between a driver and one or
more others to share a ride to and
from work. Driving responsibility
may rotate in these arrangements.

(Continued on Page 3)
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{Continued from page 2)

Rideshare may also include em-
ployer supported vanpools in which
the van is owned by the employer
who pays, or otherwise compen-
sates, the driver.

RTA - The Regional Transportation

Authority for the Chicago metro-
politanregionisanumbrella agency
for the CTA, Pace, and Metra.

Transit-dependent - Anyone who

cannot or may not drive a car,
including those who would use
paratransit (see Paratransit), chil-
dren and those without a valid
driver's license.

TMA (Transportation Manage-

ment Association)-Agroup, com-
posed of representatives from busi-
ness and government, that is re-
sponsible for developing ways to
manage the demand for roads in
their jurisdiction. Usually, a TMA's
area of responsibility covers a rela-

Is your address wrong? Have you moved? Do you want to add someone
to our mailing list? If so, please complete the following:

Please change my address on the mailing label to:
Please add the following name and address to your mailing list:

Name

tively large area and may be cen-

tered about a particular roadway.

Examples in the Chicago metro-

politan region include the Lake-

Cook Corridor TMA and the lllinois

Corridor Transportation Manage-
. ment Association.

Transportation Center - A facility
built at the intersection of two or
more transit routes or modes. The
facility includes parking, bus lay-
over facility, cab loading areas, and
passenger shelter, and may also
include privately held space for con-
venience retail and service outlets.

Vehicle Occupancy Ratio - Number
of people per vehicle. Transporta-
tion planners normally assume that
the number of pecple and the num-
ber of trips made will remain con-
stant; so as the number of people
in each vehicle increases, the num-
ber of vehicles on the road at any
one time will decrease.

Title/Organization
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Send to: SRA SPOTLIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Coordinator
whose address is shown at the bottom of the box to your right.
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87TH AND 95TH ADVISORY PANEL

URBAN SHOPPING DISTRICTS

An urban shopping district is a long-established strip of
stores. Many were established before World War Il
Typically, these districts, and the communities around
them, have been developed in a grid-like pattern. Buildings
are very close together. Doors open onto sidewalks which
abut on-street parking. The properties lining them often
are served by alleys. These alleys range from 16 to 24 feet
wide. They are used for garbage collection and can provide
access to parking lots and loading areas behind the stores.

The SRA study recognizes urban
shopping districts as important to
the vitality of their communi-
ties and is particularly con-
cerned about the impacts

turnouts are all improvements that can be expected to
reduce the number of times vehicles must slow for others.

Relocating bus turnouts to the far sides of intersections
can help to relieve any congestion buses might cause
during peak periods. This reserves the near-side corner for
vehicles turning right.

On-street parking and loading areas can take up as
much space as two through lanes of traffic, or
space which could be used for turning
bays, medians and bus turnouts.
Cars and trucks moving in
and out of spaces slow or
stop through traffic.

improvements might

People getting in and

have on that vitality.

Urban shopping

out of the driver's side
of modernvehiciesare
placed in the path of

districts often are quite

congested, particularly
during the rush periods.
Because thereis often less

on-coming traffic.

The most effective
waytoeliminate conges-

right-of-way to accommo-
date traffic, improvementsto
the way the route operates and
relocating some uses out of the right-

ETRATEGIC REGIOMAL ARTERIAL

tion caused by on-street
parking is to prohibit on-
street parking and loading ei-
ther permanently or during rush

of-way are most important.

A basic principle is that the closer the average vehicle's
speed is to the posted speed limit, the more vehicles can be
accommodated on the roadway. Adding lanes of through
traffic is one method of reducing congestion. Reducing the
number of times a vehicle must slow for others is also
beneficial. Left- and rightturn bays, medians, and bus

hours only, and either for the entire section
or near signalized intersections only.

Prohibiting parking and loading during rush hours would
logically have less of an impact on merchants in the district
than permanent parking removal. 1t works best when
traffic during the peak period is much greater than at other
times. However, it can be confusing to customers and

(Continued on Page 3)
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e January 29, 1990
SRA Project Began

e March 7, 1990
First Advisory
Panel Meeting

*» November 16, 1990
Second Advisory
Panel Meeting

* February 1991
Design Concept
Report Published

e July 8, 1991
Third Advisory
Panel Meelting

e August 8, 1991

ARTERIAL
ANSWERS

Please send us your questions in care of your Advisory Panel
Coordinator. We will see that you receive an answer.

Has there been a public hear-
ing on the recommended im-
provements for 87th and 95th
Streets.

Yes. On August 8, 1991 a pub-
lic hearing to review and com-
mentonrecommendedimprove-
mentstothe 87th and 95th Streets
SRA was held from 2:00 to 8:00
p.m. at the Oak Lawn Commu-

nity High School. The hearing was
held in an open house format.
There were exhibits and a slide
presentation for public review.
Representatives from IDOT and
the project consuitant, Harland
Bartholomew and Associates,
Inc., were presentto answer ques-

Fublic Hearing tions. Writtenresponses were ac-
e Fall 1991 cepTed and a court reporter was
. available.
Final Route
Report Due
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URBAN SHOPPING DISTRICTS

(Continued from page 1)

others who may not know which of
many streets in the area do not allow
parking during the rush period. There
is also a continuing need for enforce-
ment, as the occasional vehicle remains
in the on-street space during the rush
period.

Parking can be relocated to scat-
tered off-street lots throughout the dis-
trict. Frequently, buildings are set back
from the rear lot line allowing some
space for parking. Vacant lots in the
district can be developed into parking
lots. If the alleys are particularly wide,
22 feetor more, parallel parking may be
developed as well. Loading areas can
be moved from the street to the rear of
the stores.

Ancther potential source of parking
spaceison crossstreets that have been
closed to through traffic. Conversion of
selected cross streets into parking areas
can benefit both the district merchants
by providing convenient parking nearby
and the surrounding residential areas
by reducing through traffic.

Qccasionally, a urban shopping dis-
trict is undergoing a redevelopment

Please change my address on the mailing label to:

Name

phase. This is a unique opportunity to
protect additional right-of-way where
the strip of parcels next to the roadway
is deep enough to allow dedication of
adequate right-of-way and still leave
enough to rebuild.

Vehicles entering the arterial road-
way from side streets, particularly those
turning left, add to congestion. Be-
cause they must pull in front of on-
coming traffic from both directions,
there should be a median large enough
to provide refuge from far-side traffic.
Similarly, those turning left from the
arterial roadway should be able to pull
into a median before making that turn.
Where there is not adequate right-of-
way to accommodate such a median,
or where the right-of-way could be put
to better use, it is desirable to limit
turns onto and from the arterial to right
turns, except atsignalized intersections.

The improvements discussed here,
along with coordination and timing of
signals, can make a real difference in
how safely and efficiently traffic can
move through an urban shopping dis-
trict.

Street

City State

Zip

Send to: SRA SPOTLIGHT in care of your Advisory Panel Caordinator
whose address is shown at the bottom of the box to your right.
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