


Stearns Road

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Executive Summary

I ntroduction

1.1 Transportation PErSPECIVES........coiiieiieiieie ettt es 1
1.2  The Strategic Regional Arterial SyStem .......cccccveviiciievie e 2
1.3  SRA Route Types and Improvement TEChNIQUES...........cccevveeereerenieeneeneeee e 2
O S 1170 | @ o= (A= S 5
15 The SRA Planning Study PrOCESS.........cceiieiiiiieieese e 7
1.6  Study Data Sources and MethOdOIOGIES.........coveierrieririieeieeee e 8
1.7  Organization of the REPOI .........ccoiieiieeciee e 9
Route Overview

21  The StearnSR0ad StUAY ATA........ccoiiiiiirierieie e 11
2.2  Land Use/Development CharaCteristiCS........ouvereeneeieesieerieseeseesieseeseeseeseesseeeas 11
2.3  Regiona Transportation FaCilities..........ccccevieieiie i 13
24  Roadway/Right-of-Way CharaCteristiCs. ........ccovvrririrnieieseseeree e 13
228 T I -1 | PP 15
Route Analysis

31  Segment1- Dunham Road to IL ROULE 59 ........cccceiiiiiiiiiriee e 18
3.2  Segment 2- IL Route 59 to Bartlett Road .........ccccecevievecceceeceee e 46
3.3  Segment 3 - Bartlett Road to County Farm Road............cccceeeeeveecieieeseece e 59
34  Segment 4 - County Farm Road to U.S. Route 20..........ccccevvneenenienneeneeeeceee 75

Public I nvolvement

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4

The Public INVOIVEMENE PrOCESS.........coiiiiiiieiesiesee et 87
Individual ComMMUNILY INEENVIEWS.......coieiiiiiereeeeeee e 87
AdVISOry Panel MEELINGS ......cccueiiicieie et 88

o T 1= T o SR 89




Stearns Road

LIST OF FIGURES

Figure No.

11
21
2.2
31

LIST OF TABLES

Table No.

11

312
3.2.2
331
34.1

Page No.
The Strategic Regional Arterial SYSteM .......c.ooeiiiinieseeeee e 3
Stearns ROad LOCALION IM@D..........ciiiirieieiesie ettt 12
Stearns ROad Corridor M@ .........cceeieiieieeie e s see s e et e et eneesreense e 14
COrridOr SUMIMEAIY ....ccueecuieieeiecieesieete st esteete e steeste st e sseesseeseesseesseeneesseesseensesneesneensens 19
Existing Facility CharaCteristiCs.........ccoovririnerinieeeesese e A-01 thru A-08
Land Use and Environmental CharaCteristiCs.........covvvvrenererieeneneneens B-01 thru B-08
RecommeNded Plan .........ccoviiiiinieeee e C-01 thru C-08
INtErsSeCtion DELaIlS .....c.ooeiieiiiee e D-01 thru D-05

Page No.
2010 Desirable Route CharaCteriStiCS.......couuririnerenineeieie e 6
Segment 1 - Construction Cost EStIMELE..........coierieieeieeie e 25
Segment 2 - Construction Cost ESHIMELE........c..ooiveriiieeiereereses s 49
Segment 3 - Construction Cost EStIMALE..........cevvieeiieereee e seesie e eeesee s 62

Segment 4 - Construction Cost EStIMALe..........ccoveeeiieeiieie et 78




Stearns Road

Executive Summary

Since the early 1970s, development patterns have reflected a significant migration of people and
employment from the City of Chicago to the surrounding suburbs. Though the region’s population
grew by only 4% during the 20-year period from 1970 to 1990, the region’s urbanized areaincreased
by approximately 70%. This new development created dramatically different travel patterns. While
the principa transportation systems were designed to efficiently handle traditional suburb-to-city
commuting patterns, significant growth occurred in suburb-to-suburb travel. These new travel
demands overwhelmed the capacity of many of the region’s expressways and arteria streets, causng
traffic to spill over into adjacent neighborhoods as drivers have attempted to avoid congestion.
Despite significant investments in transportation system improvements over the last two decades,
traffic congestion in the Chicago region has increased steadily.

Regional population and employment forecasts suggest that even more difficult challengeslie ahead.
The Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission (NIPC) has estimated that the region’s population
will increase by as much as 24% between 1990 and 2020; this is four times the growth rate
experienced between 1970 and 1990. Employment in the region is expected to increase by as much
as 37% over the same period. Though growth will continue in outlying suburban areas, significant
infill growth is expected to occur in the City of Chicago and inner-ring suburbs as well. If the
region’s economic vitality and qudity of life are to be preserved in the face of this expansion,
significant improvements to transportation mobility must be achieved.

Trangportation planning agencies have recognized that needed mobility improvements cannot be
achieved solely through expansion of the region’s expressway system. Thus, they are planning the
creation of the Strategic Regional Arterial (SRA) system which isacomprehensive network of 1,390
miles of existing arterial highways in Northeastern Illinois. The SRA system is intended to
supplement existing and proposed expressway facilities in accommodating long-distance, high
volume automobile and commercial vehicle traffic. In order to meet the objectives of the SRA
system, it will be necessary to transform the historic context of these arteria highways to one which
emphasizes traffic mobility while still accommodating land access needs.

Thisreport summarizes a planning study conducted for one of the routes on the SRA system: Stearns
Road. This corridor follows Stearns Road from U.S. Route 20 (Lake Street) in the Village of
Hanover Park west to its terminus at Dunham Road near the Village of Wayne. The study
developed a conceptual improvement plan which, when implemented, will significantly improve
transportation mobility along the corridor. The study is considered a “pre-Phase 1’ study, since it
may be anumber of years before the SRA improvements can be realized. Before constructing these
improvements, detailed Phase | engineering and environmental studies as well as Phase Il design
activitiesmust still be completed. The concept plan is primarily intended to serve as aguide for land
use and access decisions that will be made aong the route between now and when an SRA
improvement could actually be constructed. It is hoped that the long-range SRA plan for this route
will be used by local agencies in their land use planning activities. Only with the support of the
communities through which Stearns Road passes, can the ultimate improvement plan be realized.
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Stearns Road is designated as a suburban SRA corridor. The typica cross section for this
designation is a six-lane roadway with a 30 foot median to allow for dua left-turn lanes at mgor
signalized intersections. The current roadway is a two-lane minor arterial with no median through
the majority of the corridor and an 18 foot grass median through the one mile section at the eastern
limit. It was determined that a four-lane roadway with a varying median would achieve the
recommended capacity and operating performance.

The Stearns Road SRA corridor was divided into four segments for the purposes of this study.
Following isa summary of the mgjor improvement recommendations within each segment.

Segment 1:  StearnsRoad - Dunham Road to IL Route 59

e Reocate Stearns Road/IL Route 25/Dunham Road intersection to the north and west
providing a four-legged standard intersection.

e Align Powis Road/Access Road intersection to the west of present location. Signdlize
if Stearns Road Metra station is constructed.

e Widen existing two-lane roadway to four-lanes with an 18-foot barrier median and
curb and gutter.

e Install futuretraffic signa at Munger Road.

Segment 2. StearnsRoad - IL Route 59 to Bartlett Road

e Adddud left-turn and separate right-turn lanes on all four approaches at the Stearns
Road/IL Route 59 intersection.

e Widen roadway to afive-lane cross section with a painted 12 foot median and curb
and gutter.

e Install new traffic signal at Stearns Road/Sycamore Lane/Apple Orchard Park
intersection - as planned by DuPage County.

Segment 3:  Stearns Road - Bartlett Road to County Farm Road

e Add separate right-turn lanes on both approaches at the Stearns Road/Bartlett Road
intersection.

e Widen roadway to afive-lane cross section with a 12 foot painted median and curb
and guitter.

e Signadizetheintersections of Stearns Road with Prospect Avenue and Redford Lane.
Add left-turn lanes to Stearns Road in support of these intersections.

Segment 4:  Stearns Road - County Farm Road to U.S. Route 20 (L ake Street)

e Widen Roadway to four laneswith an 18 foot barrier median and curb and gutter.

e Signalizetheintersection of Stearns Road with Arlington Drive.

e Install dua left-turn lanes on the eastbound approach at the Stearns Road/U.S. Route
20 intersection.
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|. Introduction
1.1 Transportation Per spectives

The transportation systems in the Chicago region have evolved around historic land use
development patterns. Reflecting first the origina rura travel needs and then the early suburban
development patterns, the principal arterial highways, commuter rail lines and the early expressways
developed in a radia pattern emanating from the City of Chicago. These transportation systems
efficiently served the traditional suburb-to-city commuting patterns.

Since the early 1970s , however, development patterns have changed dramatically as a result of the
migration of people and employment from the City of Chicago. According to the Northeastern
lllinois Planning Commission (NIPC), between 1970 and 1990 the population of the six-county
region increased by only 4% but the urbanized area increased by approximately 70%. This rapid
decentralization brought with it dramatically different travel demands. While the traditional suburb-
to-city travel demand remained strong, tremendous growth occurred in city-to-suburb and suburb-to-
suburb travel. The radial design of the region’s transportation systems was inadequate to
accommodate the shift to decentralized travel patterns.

Despite significant investments in transportation improvements over the last two decades to address
the new travel patterns, the rapid growth in demand has overwhelmed the capacity of much of the
highway network, resulting in increased congestion and delay. Travel delays have caused long-
distance commuting trips to spill over from the expressway and principa arteria street systems onto
minor arterial, collector and even local streets while seeking to avoid congestion.

The task of improving highways to accommodate expanding travel demand has become increasingly
difficult in recent years. Compounding the difficulty of improving arterial highways, is the fact that
adjacent development occurs many years before a roadway can be expanded. Oftentimes, the
development that has occurred conflicts with the expansion requirements for the highway. Thus,
when expansion finally does occur, quite often it cannot be done without significant impact and/or
cost.

Regional population and employment forecasts suggest that even more difficult challengeslie ahead.
NIPC has estimated that the region’s population will increase by as much as 24% between 1990 and
2020 (four times the regiona growth rate experienced between 1970 and 1990). Regional
employment is expected to increase by as much as 37% over the same period. Based on these
predictions, the Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATS) has predicted a 28% to 34% increase in
daily auto trips along with a 32% to 34% increase in trangit trips. The number of vehicle miles of
travel (VMT) on the arteria street system alone is expected to increase between 50% and 70% over
the 1990 level. Evenif only a portion of the forecast growth occurs, significant improvements to the
capacity and/or efficiency of the expressway and arteria street systems will have to occur to prevent
further incursions of long-distance trips into portions of the street network where they do not belong.

The Illinois Department of Transportation has recognized that the ability to expand the expressway
system to meet long-distance travel needs is severely limited. The decentralized travel patterns of
the Chicago area adso limit the ability of mass trangit to efficiently serve this demand. Thus,
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improving mobility on the existing arterial street system represents the most feasible and cost
effective strategy to accommodate existing and future mobility needs. In order to meet this travel
demand on arterial streets, a comprehensive network of roadways will have to be developed.
Roadways on this network will be modified to emphasize mobility for through traffic while till
recognizing land access needs. This modified arterial street system has been designated the Strategic
Regional Arterial (SRA) street network.

1.2 The Strategic Regional Arterial System

The Strategic Regional Arterid (SRA) system is a 1,390-mile network of existing roads in
Northeastern Illinois. The system includes 68 routes in Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry, Will
and Kendall Counties (see Figure 1.1). Creation of the SRA system is a mgor component of
Operation GreenLight, an eight-point plan designed to deal with urban congestion and improve
regional mobility. The plan was developed by IDOT in cooperation with the Illinois State Toll
Highway Authority (ISTHA), CATS, NIPC and the Regional Transportation Authority (RTA). The
SRA system, which was designated as part of the 2020 Regional Transportation Plan adopted by
regiona planning agenciesin November, 1997, is intended to supplement the existing and proposed
expressway facilities by accommodating a significant portion of long-distance, high volume
automobile and commercial vehicle traffic in the region.

Implementation of the SRA concepts and proposals will provide significant benefits to the region as
a whole as well as to each of the communities through which SRA routes pass. A coordinated
system of routes designed to provide high mobility will attract a large percentage of the vehicular
travel demand, thereby protecting lower tiered streets from unwanted through traffic. Thiswill help
improve traffic safety and operations as well as improving the quality of life in many of the
neighborhoods adjacent to these facilities.

1.3 SRA Route Typesand I mprovement Techniques

Within the SRA network there are significant differences in the roadway environment. These
differences affect how routes will function in the system. Three different types of SRA routes have
been designated to correspond to three types of roadway environment:

Urban Routes
Suburban Routes
Rural Routes
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SRA routes located in densdly urbanized areas typicaly are existing routes with minimal
possihilities for roadway expansion. Possible techniques for improving mobility on urban routes
could include the following:

Improve intersections by adding auxiliary lanes or lengthening storage bays.
Coordinate traffic signals.

Prohibit on-street parking or restrict parking during peak hours.

Install barrier medians to concentrate left turns at protected |ocations.
Relocate bus stops to far-side intersection locations.

Install bustraffic signal preemption systems.

Improve structural clearances.

SRA routes located in suburban areas typically are existing routes that may have wider rights-of-way
and/or greater building setbacks than urban routes. Thus, expanson may be feasible. Possible
techniques for improving mobility on suburban routes could include:

Construct additional travel lanes.

Construct new roadway connections to improve route continuity.

Expand critical intersections by adding auxiliary lanes, lengthening storage bays, or constrt
Coordinate traffic signals and limit the number of new signals.

Ingtall barrier medians to concentrate left turns at protected |ocations.

Consolidate local access drives.

Install bustraffic signal preemption systems.

Construct Park and Ride or Park and Pool facilities.

Improve structural clearances.

In rural areas, access control and right-of-way preservation are the two most important techniques to
provide for movement of through traffic and accommodate future needs. Other improvement
techniques could include:

Construct additional travel lanes.

Construct new roadway connectionsto improve route continuity.

Congtruct bypass roadways around restricted town centers.

Expand critical intersections by adding auxiliary lanes, lengthening storage bays, or constrt
Install barrier medians to control access and concentrate left turns at protected

locations.

Consolidate local accessdrives.

Improve structural clearances.

A full description of the recommended designs and features applicable to al SRA routes, and
techniques for specia circumstances can be found in the Strategic Regional Arterial Design Concept
Report, dated February, 1994 available from IDOT and CATS. The Stearns Road corridor is
classified as a suburban SRA route along its entire length. Table 1.1 indicates the desirable route
characteristics for suburban SRA routes. These desirable characteristics served as a guide for the
conceptual improvement plan presented in Section 3 of this report.

1.4 Study Objectives
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As an SRA route, Stearns Road is intended to function as part of aregional arteria system, carrying
high volumes of long-distance traffic in conjunction with other SRA routes and the regional
expressway and transit systems. To implement the SRA system, it will be necessary to develop a
comprehensive long-range plan for the entire network. The planning process for the SRA systemis
being accomplished in five parts or subsets. Work on the first four subsets has been completed or is
nearly complete. Stearns Road isincluded in the fifth subset of SRA routes.

The Stearns Road SRA study is considered a“pre-Phase I” study, since it may be a number of years
before the SRA improvements are actualy constructed. As a pre-Phase | study, a conceptua
improvement plan is developed, based on preliminary engineering and environmental investigations.
The plan is primarily intended to serve as a guide for land use and access decisions that may be
made along the route between now and when an SRA improvement could actually be constructed.
Before constructing an SRA improvement, detailed Phase | engineering and environmental studies
as well as engineering design activities (Phase 1) must still be completed. Completion of these
detailed studies may result in refinements of or alterations to the original SRA concept plan.

The Stearns Road SRA study identifies both short-range and long-range improvements to enable the
route to function as part of the SRA system. The following objectives have guided the study process:

Determine the types of roadway improvements needed for each route
including additional lanes, signdization, and intersection improvements.
Define future right-of-way requirements.

Enhance access to the regional transit system.

Deveop an access management plan to improve through-traffic flow and
reduce conflicts.

Coordinate recommended route improvements with projected devel opment.
I dentify necessary improvements to accommodate commercid traffic.
Accommodate necessary bicycle and pedestrian travel.

I dentify potentia environmental concerns,

The completed study can be used by loca and State agencies to help guide implementation of
improvements on or along the Stearns Road corridor. In doing so, the development of individua
public or private sector projects can be consistent with the coordinated |ong-range development plan
for theroute. The development of local land use planswhich
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recognize the recommendations for SRA routes is encouraged. Only with the support of the
communities through which Stearns Road passes can the ultimate improvement plan be realized.

Tablel.1
2010 Desirable Route Char acteristics
Suburban Strategic Regional Arterial

Right-of-Way Width 120’ - 150
Level of Service (Peak Hour)/ Cor D /45 mph
Design Speed
Number of Through Lanes 3ineach direction; 12" width
Median Width 18' - 48, raised
Bicycle Accommodation 13 outside lane desirable
Right Turns Turn lanes at all mgjor intersections
Left Turns Dudl left turn lanesat all major intersections.
Shoulders Where appropriate, 10’ paved width
Curbs Yes, with 2' gutters
Sidewaks Where appropriate, 5 width
Parking Not recommended
Cross Street Intersections Signalswith collectors and arterials
New local roads right-in/right-out only
Curb Cut Access Consolidate access points at 500°
spacing with cross easements
Transit Busturnouts, signs and shelters.
Express bus service only. Signa
pre-emption and HOV potential.
Number of Traffic Signas/Mile 4 maximum
Signalization Synchronization with pedestrian
actuation where needed.
Freight: Radii WB-55 typica/WB-60 Type Il truck route
Vertical Clearances New structures: 16'-3"
Existing structures: 14'-6"
Railroads Evaluate the need for a grade separation
at al railroads.
Loading Off dtreet loading
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1.5 The SRA Planning Study Process
The SRA planning study processis accomplished through six phases:

Data Collection/Evaluation - The SRA study process is designed to efficiently use available data
for each route. The datais assembled from right-of-way information, roadway plans, traffic volume
counts, trangit information, bicycle usage, adjacent development characteristics, accident data, and
environmenta inventories. The data is reviewed to establish current conditions, constraints, and
improvement needs.

Route Analysis - Possible improvements for the SRA route are determined by incorporating the
recommended design features and, where necessary, accommodating loca conditions or congtraints.
Improvements are identified as recommended, short-term/low-cost, or Ultimate (post 2020).

Environmental |ssues/Screening - The SRA study involves a screening process which identifies
notable, important or sendtive environmental resources, areas, or systems aong each route. The
SRA planning process does not include detailed environmental assessments or analysis of specific
mitigation measures. The results of the screening process are used to evauate improvement
alternatives and serve as an early indicator of environmental issues for future studies and design.

Cost Egtimates/Identification of Right-Of-Way Needs - A cost estimate is prepared for each
segment of theroute. Right-of-way needs to accommodate the improvements are a so identified.

Local _Involvement and Coordination - Throughout the SRA route planning process, the
involvement of local and regional agencies is an important consideration. Coordination efforts
include conducting initid interviews with each community along the route to identify attitudes and
concerns, and forming Advisory Panels for each SRA route which work with IDOT during the
planning process. Meetings with each Panel inform members about the SRA program and ongoing
route studies. A public hearing in an open house format is also conducted in each county on the
route.

Final Route Improvement Plan/Report - As the fina step in the planning process, a report for
each SRA route documents the recommended improvements and findings.
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1.6 Study Data Sour ces and M ethodologies

Existing Roadway Characteristics - Severad data sources were compiled to create route
inventories. Traffic counts for the route segments and for selected magjor intersections were obtained
from IDOT Traffic Volume Maps. The route was videotaped from a helicopter. On-site inspection
confirmed IDOT scoping data for number of lanes, location of traffic signals and turn bays,
structures, setbacks, pavement width, speed limits, existence of sidewalks, frontage roads, and
median. Pavement widths and right-of-way limits were further confirmed with construction plan
sheets whenever possible.

Existing Trandgt Characteristics - Data on existing transit service and facilities was obtained from
published data and reports as well as limited field verification of location and characteristics of
trangit facilities. Basic information on trangit services in the SRA study area, including routes and
schedules, was obtained by reports from operating entities, including Pace, Metra and the CTA,
which provided information on trangit ridership and other operating characteristics. Location of
trangit facilities, including bus stops and facilities at commuter rail and rapid trangit stations, were
verified in the field. In addition, CATS and NIPC provided the 2010 TSD Plan which was used to
define other planned and proposed transit improvements throughout the corridor.

Land Use/Development Characteristics - Development characterigtics include existing and
planned uses. Current uses were included in the route inventory and derived from NIPC aeria
photography, video and on-site inspection. These uses were identified in some detail and later
grouped into more general development categories, such as residential, commercial, industrial,
public and semi-public. Access was examined in the course of this analysis. Planned uses were
identified in response to a specific inquiry at the beginning of the SRA study, within adopted
Comprehensive and/or specific plans identified by municipal and county officias, and during
meetings with municipal and county officials. Such information was used to assess potential route
impact and plan for access.

Environmental Considerations - Because the purpose of the analysis was to identify those
conditions and uses which may be negatively impacted by improvement of the SRA, the selection of
data was as inclusive as possible. Numerous public and private entities were contacted to determine
the locations of wetlands, natural areas and parks, threatened or endangered species, floodplains,
prime farmland, historic structures and archaeologica sites, hazardous waste sites or those with
leaking underground storage tanks, as well as land uses which are sengitive to the effects of highway
congtruction, or changes in air quality and ambient noise levels. The approximate locations of all
environmental resources and senditive receptors are shown on aerial photographs contained in this
report. However, no representation is made regarding the accuracy of the information received from
governmental agencies with respect to chemical releases, wetland limits, or endangered species
habitat, since no field verification of such sites was carried out. Such determinations are aspects of
detailed Phase | studies.

Year 2010 Traffic Demand Projections - The Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATYS)
projected Y ear 2010 traffic volumes for all routes originally in the SRA system and for tollways and
expressways. Projections made for the SRA system are different from those made for most projects,
because they assume that al routes in the system have been improved as suggested in the design
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criteriafor the system. This assumption ensures that no route or part of a route would be expected to
handle more than its share of the expected 2010 traffic volumes which may be traveling in that
general direction. It aso ensures that no part or segment of a route would be improved more than is
necessary to provide a consistent level of service throughout the route.

Cost Estimates - The cost estimates, an opinion of probable costs, were developed to give IDOT
and other agencies involved an idea of the investment necessary for the SRA routes. Cost estimates
were developed for two types of improvements, recommended and short term/low cost. The costs
are summarized in SiX categories per corridor segment. These categories are Roadway, Intersection
Improvements, Structure Modifications, Interchange Improvements, Transit Improvements, and
Right-of-Way Acquisition. The planning level cost estimates were defined by using historical
figuresfrom IDOT. Cost estimates include a standardized factor for land value added to construction
cost estimates typical for the improvement type. The estimates are provided in 1991 dollars to
provide consistency with previous SRA reports.

1.7 Organization of the Report

The SRA corridor report for Stearns Road is divided into four sections:

l. I ntroduction - Provides information about the SRA system and Operation
GreenLight, SRA route types, desirable route characteristics, study objectives and

process, and the organization of the report.

. Route Overview - Presents ageneral description of the existing route
characterigtics, and type of recommended improvements for the overal route.

IIl.  Route Analysis- Presents adetailed anaysis of existing route characteristics and

recommended route improvements. This section is organized by the following
route segments:

e Segment 1: Stearns Road - Dunham Road to IL Route 59

e Segment 2: Stearns Road - IL Route 59 to Bartlett Road

e Segment 3: Stearns Road - Bartlett Road to County Farm Road

e Segment 4: Stearns Road - County Farm Road to U.S. Route 20
For each route segment the following analyses are presented:
Existing Facility Characterigtics - The existing facility characteristics are defined. Current
traffic volumes are listed. Existing right-of-way, number of lanes, pavement widths, location
of existing traffic signals, existing transit usage and routes, location of structures, and other

appropriate existing facility characteristics are discussed and shown on the corresponding
aerial base maps.
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Land Use and Environmental Conditions - Environmental characteristics of the route
segment are defined. Existing streams, wetlands, and floodplains, historic properties and
digtricts; flora and fauna; sensitive land uses; and other environmental characteristics are
discussed and shown on the corresponding aerial base maps.

The existing and projected development characteristics of the route segment are anayzed.
Jurisdictional boundaries are defined. Existing land use characteristics are examined with
respect to the type, density, or intensity of use. Setbacks and access locations are identified.
Future development potential is examined by identification of vacant land, planned or likely
redevelopment and other planned development in the vicinity. Finadly, public and
ingtitutional areas are identified by location and type. The existing and projected
development characteristics are shown on corresponding aeria base maps.

Recommended Plan - The recommended improvements are identified for each route
segment. In addition, where appropriate, ultimate (post 2020) and low-cost improvements
are specified in the categories of roadway, intersection, traffic signalization, access
management, transt and other relevant aress. Right-of-way requirements for the
implementation of the recommended improvements are identified. Potential environmental
considerations of the implementation of the recommended improvements are identified.
Cost estimates relating to construction for the recommended improvements and acquisition
of right-of-way are given.

Public Involvement - Summarizes the public involvement process during the  study
including individual community interviews, SRA Panel meetings, public hearings, and other
efforts to promote loca involvement in the study process.

10
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1. Route Overview
21  The StearnsRoad Study Area

The SRA corridor extends aong Stearns Road from Dunham Road east to U.S. Route 20. The
corridor begins in the Villages of Wayne and South Elgin in Kane County and passes through the
communities of Bartlett and Hanover Park in DuPage County for a total route length of
approximately 8 miles. A Location Map is shown on Figure 2.1.

This corridor provides a much needed SRA connection between U.S. Route 20 (being studied
currently as part of SRA study number 5) and three crossing SRA routes; IL Route 59, County Farm
Road and IL Route 25/DunhanvKirk/Farnsworth Road. These corridors were analyzed in studies
One, Two and Four respectively.

Stearns Road is essentidly a two-lane roadway throughout the corridor. Current and planned
roadway improvements will result in three and four-lane cross sections being implemented from the
DuPage/Kane County line east to U.S. Route 20 by Spring of 1999.

2.2  Land Use/Development Characteristics

The Stearns Road SRA corridor passes through primarily residential areas and agricultural/forest
preserve lands. The east and central sections of the route consist of well established residential
areas in Hanover Park and Bartlett. These residential areas extend to just west of IL Route 59 in
Bartlett. Commercia land uses occupy parcels adjacent to the maor intersections aong the
corridor, a U.S. Route 20, County Farm Road, Bartlett Road and IL Route 59. Vacant parcels at or
near these intersections are anticipated to house additiona commercial activities. West of IL Route
59, the pattern of land use changes from primarily residential to agricultural lands, gravel mining and
forest preserve. From IL Route 59 west to Dunham Road, the Pratts Wayne Woods Forest Preserve
is located on the the south side of Stearns Road. This forest preserve includes agricultural lands that
are still farmed, as well as an operating gravel pit which will revert to recreational use in the near
future. The main access to the forest preserve is off Powis Road while Munger Road passes
through an undevel oped section.

On the north side of Stearns Road, Tri-County State Park and the Pratts Wayne Woods occupy
primarily undeveloped lands extending from Dunham Road east to the E.J.& E. ralroad crossing.
East of the tracks, a gravel mine operates on lands zoned for Mixed Use/Business Park by the
Village of Bartlett. This future development area extends east across Munger Road to Lynfield
Lane, aresidential street located just west of IL Route 59.

There are three historic farms located aong the west end of the corridor. The Stearns Farmstead is
located on the north side of the roadway opposite Powis Road while the Hammond Farm North and
Kershaw Farm are located at the Munger Road intersection.

Within the timeframe of the SRA study, it is very likely that development will occur along the
corridor west of IL Route 59. Thiswill probably consist of additional residential

11
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subdivisions (located off extensions of existing residentia streets and cul-de-sacs) and
commercid/light industrial development fronting on Stearns Road in the planned mixed
use/office/lbusiness park areain Bartlett.

2.3  Regional Trangportation Facilities

A Corridor Map which depicts major transportation facilities and crossing SRA routes is shown on
Figure 2.2. Stearns Road connects with four other designated SRA routes. U.S. Route 20 from the
Cook County line south to 1-355, County Farm Road, from the Cook County line south to IL Route
38/Roosevelt Road, IL Route 59 extending from IL Route 173 south to the Will County line, and IL
Route 25/Dunham Road, which extends south from IL Route 62 to U.S. Route 34.

The Elgin, Joliet & Eastern railroad tracks cross Stearns Road at-grade in the vicinity of Powis
Road.. Illinois Central tracks pass below Dunham Road adjacent to the Stearns Road/Dunham Road
intersection. The proximity of these tracks constrains any widening on the existing south Dunham
Road approach to thisintersection.

24  Roadway/Right-of Way Characteristics

The existing roadway cross sections and right-of-way widths vary along the length of the Stearns
Road corridor. From Dunham Road east to IL Route 59, the roadway consists of one through lanein
each direction with no median, gravel shoulders and open ditch drainage. This section of the
corridor is essentialy arura collector road passing through forest preserve lands. There is limited
loca commercial access along this section. The existing right-of-way varies from 80 to 100 feet.
The roadway flares to a five-lane cross-section at the intersection with IL Route 59, with left-turn
lanes provided on al four approaches. DuPage County is planning to widen the roadway in this
section to four lanesin 1999. The widening project will require atotal Right-of-Way of 100 to 120
feet. The Right-of-Way acquisition processis currently under way.

East of IL Route 59 to Bartlett Road, the existing right-of-way width again varies from 80 to 100
feet. This section of Stearns Road has been widened to a three-lane cross section providing one
travel lane in each direction with a 12 foot center lane available for left-turn movements.

From Bartlett Road east to County Farm Road, DuPage County plans to upgrade the existing two-
lane roadway to the same three-lane cross section. Right-of way in this segment again varies,
typicaly from 80 to 100 feet with a narrow 66 foot section at the Country Creek crossing. The new
roadway will most likely taper down to the existing two-lanes at the bridge in order to avoid
replacing the existing structure.

The fina segment of the corridor extends east from County Farm Road to U.S. Route 20. The
Village of Hanover Park has widened the pavement to provide two 12 foot travel lanes in each
direction with the raised grass median. Existing right-of-way aong this segment is typically 100
feet. Traffic signalsarelocated at Arlington Drive and Lake Street.

13






Stearns Road

25 Transit

This section of the report and the attached exhibits are the transit technical analysis for the Stearns
Road corridor from Dunham Road in Kane County east to U.S. Route 20 in DuPage County,
[llinois. The analysisisdirected at assisting the corridor manager in devel oping a concept plan that
integrates highway planning with transit planning, within the parameters of the SRA Design
Concept Report (DCR). The analysis has three main parts:

1. Existing Conditions and Overview Relative to Suburban/Rural SRA Transit Analysis

e SRA objectives
e Planning methodol ogy
e EXisting transit services

2. Future Growth in the Corridor and Transit Plans

e Projected service growth (CTA, Pace, Metra)
e 2010 TSD projectsin the Corridor
e Pace-Metra Future Agenda for Suburban/Rural Transportation (FAST) Plans

3. Recommended Improvements - (Suburban/Rural Guidelines)

Recommendations are based on existing and potentia land uses, certain environmental
considerations, ADT, and concept improvements. These recommendations may relate to existing
traffic and transit but may also project further transit development of existing services. Except for
right-of-way preservation, no recommendations are made where there is currently no service.
Some of the recommendations include:

e Park and ride/park and pool lots
e Passenger facilities - bus stop locations and bus turnouts
e Signalization - transit station accessibility

This analysis is consistent with SRA objectives and the methodologies outlined in the SRA
Design Concept Report. It should be noted that this route exhibits characteristics of a suburban
SRA route.

251 Existing Conditions and Overview

This is a suburban corridor as defined by the densities of the area. There is no existing transit
route along this corridor.
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252 FutureGrowth In TheCorridor And Transit Plans

Bus

According to NIPC 2010 forecasts, the genera area in DuPage County is expected to have a
47% growth in households between 1990 & 2010. Growth in fixed route service in DuPage
County is expected to increase by 171% by 2010 as specified in Table IV-1 of Pace's
Comprehensive Plan (COP), April 1992 report.

Metra- Rail: 2010 TSD (Regional Plan)
Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Suburb to Suburb Commuter Rail Service

According to Metra’ s Extended Transportation Agenda, there is a service proposal to implement
new suburb-to-suburb rail service on the freight line of the Elgin, Joliet and Eastern (E.J. & E.)
Railway. The circumferential route extends from Waukegan on the north, through Elgin and
Aurora on the west, Joliet to the southwest, then eastward into Gary, Indiana. As part of the
initial proposal, the segment that is physically implementable has been identified in the report
issued by Metra (1990) as the Outer Circumferential Corridor. Twelve potential new station
sites have been proposed for this corridor. There is a proposed Metra station site on Stearns
Road, although the exact location of this station has not been finalized.

25.3 Recommended | mprovements

e Since there are no existing transit routes along this corridor specific bus stop and bus
turnout locations are not identified along this corridor. Based on the guidelines set forth
in the Design Concept Report for a suburban SRA corridor the recommended
improvements are as follows.

e From the Metra " Extra Transportation Agenda” plan there is a proposed Metra Station on
Stearns Road. A bus stop, bus turnout and a park & ride facility are proposed at this
location.

Bus Stop L ocations (future)

e All segments - far side at all intersecting arterials
e All segments - at major traffic generators such as schools, shopping centers, and major
employment centers

Bus Turnouts (future)

e All Segments

e Intersecting SRA’s

e Schools and other traffic generators such as shopping centers, and major employment
centers
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Park and Pool Lots (future)

e Atall intersecting SRA’s
e At mgor traffic generators such as schools, shopping centers, forest preserves and major
employment centers

Park and Ride/Park and Pool Lots (future)

e Park and Ride Lot near the proposed Metra Station

Other
e No other recommendations are proposed at thistime
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[Il. RouteAnalysis

This section provides a detailed summary of existing conditions and recommended improvements
along the Stearns Road SRA corridor. The corridor has been divided into four separate roadway
segments.  The limits were chosen to provide consistency within each segment of factors such as
right-of-way width, travel demand, and adjacent land use patterns. The four segments are shown on
Figure 3.1 and are defined asfollows:

Segment 1: Stearns Road - Dunham Road to IL Route 59

Segment 2: Stearns Road - 1L Route 59 to Bartlett Road

Segment 3: Stearns Road - Bartlett Road to County Farm Road

Segment 4. Stearns Road - County Farm Road to U.S. Route 20 (Lake Street)

The route analysis for each segment consisted of an evaluation of existing conditions (right-of-way,
roadway characteristics, traffic and accident conditions, environmental factors, trangit facilities, and
land use) and future travel demand. The existing constraints and future needs were then compared to
the SRA Design Guiddlines to identify improvement alternatives and recommended improvements
that would both meet the objectives of the SRA program and be prudent and feasible for the project
area. Followingisasummary of the route analysis for each roadway segment.
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Segment 1

Stearns Road
Dunham Road to IL Route 59 - Kane County and DuPage County,
Villages of Wayne, South Elgin and Bartlett

20



Stearns Road

31 Segment 1. Stearns Road - Villages of Wayne, South Elgin and
Bartlett

311 L ocation

Segment 1 extends along Stearns Road from Dunham Road near the Villages of Wayne and South
Elgin to IL Route 59 in the Village of Bartlett. This segment is approximately 3.1 miles in length
(seeFigure 3.1).

312 Existing Facility Characteristics

Existing facility characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits A-01, A-02, A-03 and A-04.
Right-of-Way - The existing right-of-way in this segment varies from 80 to 100 feet in width. A
planned DuPage County widening project will require a 100 to 120 foot right-of-way. Acquisition

procedures are currently underway.

Roadway Characteristics- Stearns Road from Dunham Road to IL Route 59 currently has one 11-
foot through lane in each direction with no median and 8-foot gravel shoulders with open drainage.

Traffic Volumes - lllinois Department of Transportation Traffic Maps indicate that the 1992
average annual daily traffic for this segment varies from 4,500 on the west end to 10,700 vehicles
per day (vpd) in the vicinity of IL Route 59.

Accidents- Thereis one high accident location in the segment, on the approaches to and at the
intersection of Stearns Road with IL Route 59.

Parking, Sidewalks, and Frontage Roads - There are no on-street parking spaces, sidewalks or
frontage roads on this segment.

Traffic Control/lIntersection Configuration - There are two signaized intersections in this
segment, at the “tee” intersection with Dunham Road and at IL Route 59. The existing lane
configuration at these intersections is shown on Exhibits A-01 and A-04.

Structures- There are no existing structures in this segment.

Transit - At the present time, there is no mass transit service provided in Segment 1. The E.J.&
E. Railroad tracks crossing Segment 1 at-grade do not currently support Metra service.
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3.1.3 Existing Environmental Characteristics

The existing environmental characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-01 through
B-04.

L akes/Streams/Wetlands/Floodplains - There are no lakes or streams adjacent to Stearns Road
in this segment. However, a floodplain exists north of the roadway near the Kane/DuPage
County line in the open area behind a row of single family residences fronting on Stearns Road
just east of Dunham Road. This floodplain extends east into the Tri-County State Park lands.
Isolated wetland areas are located in the forest preserve lands and at the E.J.& E. crossing.

Structures with Historical Significance - There are three historically significant farmsteads in
Segment 1. The Stearns Farmstead is located on the north side of the roadway opposite Powis
Road, just west of the E.J.& E. tracks and Commomwealth Edison utility easement. Further
east, at Munger Road, the Hammond Farm North occupies the northwest corner of the Stearns
Road/Munger Road intersection while the Kershaw Farm is situated on the southwest corner.

Hazar dous Waste/L UST Sites - There is one leaking underground storage tank (LUST) sitein
Segment 1, located behind the Hammond Farm North historic farmstead in a planned mixed
use/business park area of Bartlett which is currently occupied by an asphalt manufacturing plant.
This siteis shown on Figure B-03.

Threatened or Endangered Species - There are no known threatened or endangered species
inhabiting areas adjacent to Segment 1.

Prime Farmland - There is a great deal of designated prime agricultural land adjacent to
Segment 1, as shown on Exhibits B-01, B-02 and B-03. The majority of this land is forest
preserve or Village of Bartlett planned open space. Much of the forest preserve land adjacent to
Stearns Road is currently used for agriculture.

314 Existing Land Use Characteristics
The existing land use characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-01 through B-04.

Type and Intensity of Development - This section of Stearns Road in the Villages of Wayne
and South Elgin is primarily undeveloped (see Exhibits B-01 to B-04). An isolated residential
area is located at the western terminus at Dunham Road. This area consists of approximately
eight side by side residences fronting on the north side of Stearns Road. From this point east,
lands on both sides of the road are forest preserve up to the E.J.& E. crossing. Just east of the
tracks, the asphalt plant and quarry occupy large parcels. These uses, located opposite one
another, generate a substantial volume of truck traffic through the daytime hours. To the east of
these uses, vacant and forest preserve land extend to Lynnfield Lane on the north side and al the
way to IL Route 59 on the south side of the roadway.
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Lynnfield Lane and Sayre Road serve the only recent residential subdivisions located on the
roadway west of IL Route 59. The Bartlett Baptist Church is aso located here, as is the Bartlett
Commons Shopping Center, which occupies the northwest corner of the Stearns Road/IL Route
59 intersection.

There are no institutional uses adjacent to Stearns Road in this segment. Mature trees are
prevalent on both sides particularly in tree lines separating agricultural fields in the forest
preserve district.

Planned Development - The Village of Bartlett Comprehensive Plan calls for conversion of the
quarry lands located between the E.J.& E. tracks and Munger Road north of Stearns Road to
mixed use and business park areas. This conversion will take place when the quarried materials
are exhausted. To the east of Munger Road, a large vacant parcel extending to Lynnfield Lane
has been designated as a planned office area.

3.15 Recommended SRA Improvements
The Recommended Plan for this segment is shown on Exhibits C-01, C-02, C-03 and C-04.

Roadway - The proposed cross section for this segment is a modified suburban cross section of
4 lanes @ 12' with an 18 barrier median and curb and gutter. This design will serve the
anticipated traffic volumes and minimize right-of-way takes along the corridor. Additional
right-of-way will be required to accommodate this cross section at the IL Route 59 and
Dunham/IL Route 25 intersections. The amount of additional right-of-way varies from 115 - 127
feet at the realigned Stearns Road approach to the proposed Stearns/Dunham/IL Route 25
intersection, to 10 - 15 feet at the IL Route 59 intersection (refer to Exhibits C-01 and C-04 for
precise R-O-W requirements).

Traffic_Control/Intersection Configuration - The intersection of Stearns Road with
Dunham/IL Route 25 will be redesigned as shown on Exhibit D-01. As discussed previously,
the Dunham/IL Route 25 intersection will be shifted to the north, eliminating the current “tee”
Stearns Road terminus at Dunham Road, and also eliminating the “Y” intersection of Dunham
Road and IL Route 25. These two intersections are substandard and in the case of the “Y”
intersection, present unsafe conditions. A Phase 1 study being conducted by DuPage County,
Kane County and IDOT will identify a suggested design for this new intersection. This report
will incorporate that design.

At Powis Road, future signalization is recommended if the potential Metra station is located
there. Metra is studying the potential for initiating service on the E.J.& E. and Stearns Road is
considered as a possible future station location. Signalization will not be required if the Metra
service or station do not occur or are located elsewhere.

Future signalization is also recommended at Munger Road as future plans call for its northward
extension to Naperville Road. This connection would provide a good alternative route between
Naperville Road, Stearns Road and Army Trail Road to the south.
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Access M anagement - There are no access related recommendations along this Segment. A
proposed barrier median will restrict all local turning movements to right-in/right-out.

Structures - There are no proposed structures in Segment 1.

Transit - Thereis currently no transit operating along this segment.

3.1.6 Right-of-Way Requirements

The recommended cross section will require additional right-of-way at the realigned Stearns
Road approach to Dunham Road/IL Route25 and at the IL Route 59 intersection. 115 - 127 feet
of additional feet of Right-of-way will be required to accommodate the new roadway and
intersection alignment at Stearns Road/Dunham Road/IL Route 25. At the IL Route 59
intersection, 10 feet of additional Right-of-Way will be required on the north side of the roadway
and 15 feet on the south side to accommodate the proposed dual left and separate right turn
lanes.

3.1.7 Environmental Consider ations

Environmental concerns exist along this segment as forest preserve lands border both sides of the
roadway in many areas. The 18 foot recommended median allows the proposed cross section to
fit within the existing right-of-way in these areas.

3.1.8 Land Use Considerations

Considering that there is very little development along this segment, there are no land use
considerations beyond minimizing impacts to the forest preserve lands.

3.19 Construction/Right-of-Way Cost Estimates

The cost estimate for Segment 1 isshownin Table 3.1.1.

3.1.10 Short Term/Low Cost | mprovements

Improvements which are consistent with SRA policy, and are low cost are recommended for
short term (1-5 years) implementation. Within Segment 1 the recommendations focus on

widening, and at the west end, realigning the roadway. Therefore there are no low cost
recommendations along this segment.
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Table3.1.1
Construction Cost Estimate
Segment 1 - Dunham Road to IL Route 59

I mprovements Estimated Cost

Recommended | mprovements

Roadway $9,200,000
| ntersection Improvements $2,500,000
Right-of-Way Acquisition $950,000
Total - Recommended | mprovements $12,650,000

3.1.11 Ultimate (Post 2020) | mprovements

Improvements which are consistent with SRA policy for suburban routes but are considered best
implemented beyond the SRA planning horizon are recommended for Post 2020 consideration.
There are no ultimate (post 2020) improvements recommended in this segment.

3.1.12 Crossing SRA Routes
This SRA corridor will provide east-west connection to four north-south SRA routes. Segment 1

begins at the Dunham Road portion of the IL Route 25/Dunham/Kirk/Farnsworth SRA and
terminates at the IL Route 59 SRA corridor.
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Segment 1
Stearns Road - Dunham Road to IL Route 59

EXISTING FACILITY CHARACTERISTICS

Exhibits A-01, A-02, A-03 and A-04
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Segment 1
Stearns Road - Dunham Road to IL Route 59

LAND USE AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

Exhibits B-01, B-02, B-03 and B-04
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Segment 1
Stearns Road - Dunham Road to IL Route 59

RECOMMENDED PLAN

Exhibits C-01, C-02, C-03 and C-04
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Segment 1

INTERSECTION DETAIL
Stearns Road and Dunham Road/IL Route 25

Exhibit D-01
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Segment 1

INTERSECTION DETAIL
Stearns Road and IL Route 59

Exhibit D-02
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Segment 2

Stearns Road - IL Route 59 to Bartlett Road
Village of Bartlett
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3.2 Segment 2: StearnsRoad - IL Route 59 to Bartlett Road

321 L ocation

Segment 2 extends along Stearns Road from IL Route 59 to Bartlett Road in the Village of
Bartlett (see Figure 3.1). The segment is approximately 1.2 milesin length.

3.2.2 Existing Facility Characteristics
Existing facility characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits A-04 and A-05.
Right-of-Way - The right-of-way in this segment is typically 100 feet.

Roadway Characteristics - The existing pavement width in this segment is 24 feet with one
12-foot through lane in each direction and open ditch drainage. As of Summer 1997, DuPage
County has initiated a roadway widening project throughout Segment 2 that will result in athree-
lane cross section with curb and gutter. This cross section will provide one 12 foot travel lane
in each direction with a 12 foot center lane for |eft-turning movements at local and private streets
and driveways. Thisimprovement should be complete by Fall, 1998.

Traffic Volumes - Illinois Department of Transportation Traffic Maps indicate that the 1992
average annual daily traffic for this segment range from 9,600 to 11,600.

Accidents- The eastern approach to the IL Route 59 intersection is a high accident location.

Parking, Sidewalks, and Frontage Roads - There are no on-street parking spaces or frontage
roads on this segment. Sidewalks are present on the south side of the roadway throughout
Segment 2.

Traffic Control/Intersection Configuration - There are two signalized intersections in this
segment, at Bartlett Road and Sycamore Lane. EXxisting lane configurations for this intersection
are shown on Exhibit A-05.

Structures- There are no structures located within Segment 2.

Transit - At the present time, there is no mass transit service provided in Segment 2.

3.2.3 Existing Environmental Characteristics
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The existing environmental characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-04 and B-
05.

L akes/Streams/Wetlands/Floodplains - There is one pond and one wetland area in this
segment located on the north side of the roadway. Beaver Pond is located just east of IL Route
59 between Braintree Lane and Kingston Lane. A small contained wetland area is located
further east, within the Apple Orchard Golf Course. There are no floodplains in the vicinity of
Segment 2.

Structures with Historical Significance - There are no sites of documented historical
significance located along this segment.

Hazardous Waste/L UST Sites- There are two hazardous waste or LUST sites documented by
the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency along this segment, located on the northeast corner
of the Stearns Road/IL Route 59 intersection and north and west of the Apple Orchard Golf
Course and Community Center. The first location is a gas station. The second property is listed
asagovernmental land use.

Threatened or Endangered Species - There are no Threatened or Endangered Species in this
segment.

Prime Farmland - According to the Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS), prime
farmland occurs in a large vacant parcel located on the southeast corner of the Stearns Road/IL
Route 59 intersection. This parcel is currently used for agriculture but available for
development. The Village of Bartlett comprehensive plan shows this parcel being converted to
commercia and open space uses.

3.24 Existing Land Use Characteristics Error! Bookmark not defined.
Existing land use characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-04 and B-05.

Type and Intensity of Development - Land uses tend to be residential on both sides of Stearns
Road and commercial/retail at the IL Route 59 and Bartlett Road intersections. The Apple
Orchard Park and Golf Course occupy lands on the north side of the roadway from Kent Circle
east to Bartlett Road.

There are vacant parcels located at the two major intersections in this segment. These parcels
will most likely develop with commercial/retail type uses.

Planned Development - The vacant parcel located at the Stearns Road intersection with IL
Route 59 is currently being considered as a potential location for a new commercial devel opment
anchored by a Dominic’s grocery store. Most other lands adjacent to the roadway in Segment 2
are fully developed with residential subdivisions. Additiona lots will be built-out in the
Kingston Lane subdivision, but this development is approaching full build-out.
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3.25 Recommended SRA Improvements
The recommended plan for this segment is shown on Exhibits C-04 and C-05.

Roadway - The recommended roadway cross section for Segment 2 includes two 12-foot
through lanes in each direction, with a 12 foot painted median, and B-6.24 curb & guitter.
Additional right-of-way will be required at the IL Route 59 and Bartlett Road intersections to
accommodate additional turn lanes. No additional right-of-way will be required to fit the five-
lane cross section through the remainder of the corridor, as shown on Exhibits C-04 and C-05.

Traffic Control/lntersection Configuration - Dual left-turn and separate right-turn lanes are
proposed on both approaches at the IL Route 59 intersection. The additional lanes will require
between 15 feet and 25 feet of additional right-of-way on the westbound approaches. At the
Bartlett Road intersection, 20 feet of additional Right-of-Way will be required to accommodate
additional turning lanes.

Access M anagement - Due to the large number of private residential driveways and local streets
along this segment, full access is recommended throughout Segment 2. The addition of a 12 foot
painted median will separate |eft-turning movements from through traffic.

Structures - There are no structuresin Segment 2.

Transit - There are no transit improvements recommended for this segment.

3.2.6 Right-of-Way Requirements

The proposed cross-section will fit within the existing 100 foot right-of-way through this
segment. At the major intersections, between 15 feet and 25 feet of additional Right-of-Way will
be needed to fit additional turning lanes and sidewalks.

3.2.7 Environmental Considerations

The pond and wetlands in the Apple Orchard Park area will be unaffected as there will be no
right-of-way acquisition in these locations.

It is anticipated that by 2020 the prime agricultural land in this segment will be developed as
commercia/retail uses.

During the environmental and design study phase of an SRA improvement project as well as
during the final design phase, measures will be taken to avoid impacting environmentally
sensitive areas. If they cannot be avoided, mitigation plans will be devel oped.

3.2.8 Land Use Considerations

Minimal right-of-way acquisition in Segment 2 will minimize the potential impact to residential
property. Additional right-of-way needs at the major intersections may impact the businesses
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located there, particularly gas stations located on the corners. The right-of-way takes will be
determined in a manner that accommodates the needs and concerns of all businesses and
provides continued access.

3.2.9 Construction/Right-of-Way Cost Estimates
The cost estimate for Segment 2 is shown in Table 3.2.1.
Table3.2.1

Construction Cost Estimate
Segment 2 - IL Route 59 to Bartlett Road

I mprovements Estimated Cost
Recommended | mprovements
Roadway $1,300,000
Intersection |mprovements $450,000
Structure Modifications $0
Right-of-Way Acquisition $363,000
Total - Recommended | mprovements $2,113,000

3.2.10 Short Term/Low Cost | mprovements

Improvements that are consistent with SRA policy, and are either low cost or should be
implemented prior to construction of the overall SRA improvement are recommended for short
term (1-5 years) implementation. Widening of the roadway to a three-lane cross section, which
will separate left-turn movements from through traffic is currently underway. There are no
additional short-term recommendations in Segment 2.

3.2.11 Ultimate (Post 2020) | mprovements
Improvements that are consistent with SRA policy for suburban routes but are considered best

implemented beyond the SRA planning horizon are recommended for Post 2020 consideration.
There are no ultimate (post 2020) improvements recommended in this segment.
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Segment 2
Stearns Road - IL Route 59 to Bartlett Road

EXISTING FACILITY CHARACTERISTICS

Exhibit A-05
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Segment 2
Stearns Road - IL Route 59 to Bartlett Road

LAND USE AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

Exhibit B-05
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Segment 2
Stearns Road - IL Route 59 to Bartlett Road

RECOMMENDED PLAN

Exhibit C-05
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Segment 2

INTERSECTION DETAIL

Stearns Road and Bartlett Road

Exhibit D-03
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Segment 3

Stearns Road
Bartlett Road to County Farm Road - Villages of Bartlett and Hanover
Park
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3.3 Segment 3: Stearns Road - Bartlett Road to County Farm Road
3.3.1 Location

Segment 3 extends along Stearns Road from Bartlett Road to County Farm Road (see Figure
3.1). The segment is approximately 1.7 miles in length and is located in residential sections of
Bartlett and Hanover Park.

3.3.2 Existing Facility Characteristics
Existing facility characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits A-05 through A-07.
Right-of-Way - The existing right-of-way in this segment varies from 66 to 100 feet.

Roadway Characteristics - The existing pavement width throughout the segment is 24 feet
with one 12-foot through lane in each direction and open drainage. The typical right-of-way
varies from 80 to 100 feet except on the approaches to Country Creek where the right-of-way
narrows to 66 feet. There are two curved sections in Segment 3, the first in the vicinity of
Country Creek and the second located further east near Nicole Drive. The origina alignment of
Stearns Road continued straight at this location, passing behind what is now the Nicole Drive
subdivision to an intersection with County Farm Road. A western extension from Greenbrook
Boulevard occupies the present alignment and tiesin at Nicole Drive.

Traffic Volumes - Illinois Department of Transportation Traffic Maps indicate that the 1992
average annua daily traffic on Stearns Road in this segment varies from 9,000 vpd east of
Bartlett Road to 13,100 vpd east of Newport Boulevard, near County Farm Road.

Accidents- There are no high accident locations in this segment.

Parking, Sidewalks, and Frontage Roads - There are no on-street parking spaces or frontage
roads in this segment. A sidewak/bikepath is located on the north side of the roadway
throughtout the segment. This bikepath connects with a path that runs soutwest from the Stearns
Road/Bartlett Road intersection, accessing the western section of the Hawk Hollow Forest
Preserve.

Traffic Control/Intersection Configuration - There is one existing signalized intersection in
this segment at County Farm Road, a crossing SRA corridor. This intersection was upgraded in
1996 to provide left-turn lanes on all approaches and a through-right lane on both Stearns Road
approaches.

There are several unsignalized intersections with local streets in this segment. Most are “tee”
intersections located very close to one another.

Structures - There is one structure in this segment, a small bridge that carries Stearns Road
over Country Creek.
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Transit - At the present time, there is no mass transit service provided in Segment 3.
3.3.3 Existing Environmental Characteristics

The existing environmental characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-05 through
B-07.

L akes/Streams/Wetlands/Floodplains - Country Creek, traveling approximately north-south,
passes below Stearns Road in Segment 3.  Its flood plain spreads out nearly 400 feet and
includes the roadway. This section of the roadway dips down to alow point at the bridge. There
isno indication that flooding of the roadway is aregular problem.

On the south side of Stearns Road, Country Creek flows out from the Hawk Hollow Forest
Preserve. This is a prairie forest preserve that extends from west of Bartlett Road to County
Farm Road. Generally, the forest preserve is located several hundred yards to the south of
Stearns Road, but fronts on the roadway at three separate locations. The west branch of the
DuPage River flows through this forest preserve, approximately 1/2 mile to the south of the
roadway.

Prime agricultural lands are situated on the three forest preserve parcels that front on Stearns
Road. These tracts are no longer farmed. Two smaller parcels of prime agricultural land are
located just west of Redford Lane. The parcel located south of Stearns Road is planned
public/semi-public land in Hanover Park. The smaller parcel north of the roadway is a
stormwater retention basin in Bartlett.

Structureswith Historical Significance - There are no structures with historical significance
located in this segment.

Hazardous Waste/LUST Sites - There are no LUST sites documented by the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency in this segment.

Threatened or Endangered Species- There are no known threatened or endangered species in
this segment of the corridor, according to the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.

Prime Farmland - There are five tracts of prime farmland in this segment. While the three
largest are situated on the south side of the roadway in the Hawk Hollow Forest Preserve, two
are situated within Village boundaries and will be devel oped.

3.34 Existing Land Use Characteristics
Existing land use characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-05 through B-07.

Type and Intensity of Development - This segment passes through a well developed
residential area with occasional sections of forest preserve and vacant lands. The vacant lands
will be developed with additional residential and public/recreational uses. The Centennial Grade
School is situated in this segment, just east of Country Creek as is the Alliance Bible Church.
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Vacant parcels located at or near the intersections with Bartlett Road and County Farm Road will
support commercial/retail development. The parcel occupying the northwest corner of the
Stearns Road/County Farm Road intersection is being developed with commercial uses at this
time.

Planned Development - This segment will see continued residential fill-in development in the
near future and commercial development at the magjor intersections. However, there is not an
abundance of developable land available. Full build-out should be achieved relatively soon.

3.3.5 Recommended SRA Improvements
The recommended plan for this segment is shown on Exhibits C-05 through C-07.

Roadway - The recommended cross-section is similar to that in Segment 2, providing a four-
lane roadway with a 12 foot painted median and B-6.24 curb and gutter. This cross-section will
add capacity to the three-lane roadway installation planned by DuPage County for construction
in 1998 or 1999. Between 2 feet and 25 feet of additional right-of-way will be required in this
segment.

Traffic Control/Intersection Configuration - Separate right-turn lanes are recommended on
both approaches at the Bartlett Road intersection while dual left-turn and separate right-turn
lanes are recommended at County Farm Road. County Farm Road is a crossing SRA corridor.
A new traffic signal is recommended at ProspectAvenue (Centennial School access). Redford
Lane will provide access to the planned public/semi-public area in Hanover Park. Left-turn
lanes are proposed at both these intersections.

Future signals should be installed on the route only at the recommended locations and only when
signal warrants recommended for SRA routes are met. (Recommended signal warrants for
SRA’s are discussed in Section 10.4.2 of the Strategic Regional Arterial Design Concept

Report.)

Access Management - Full access will be maintained throughout Segment 3. The 12 foot
painted median will serve to separate |eft-turning movements from through traffic.

Structures - The structure carrying Stearns Road over Country Creek will need to be modified
to accommodate the proposed four lane roadway. In order to minimize impacts associated with
this modification, the proposed median will be reduced to a 4 foot painted median across the
structure. The parallel bikepath structure will be removed, with the bikepath shifted to the north
outside of the roadway Right-of-Way. The bikepath will cross Country Creek on a second
existing structure.

Transit - There are no transit improvements recommended for this segment.
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3.3.6 Right-of-Way Requirements

Two to 25 additional feet of right-of-way will be required to accommodate the recommended
Cross section in Segment 3.

3.3.7 Environmental Consider ations

In order to minimize impacts on the forest preserve and open lands located along this segment,
the additional right-of-way needs should be taken from the north side of Stearns Road.

3.3.8 Land Use Considerations

Taking right-of-way requirements from the north side of Stearns Road will impact private land
owners. However, these impacts are minimized by the fact that very little additional land is
required. The constrained area just west of Country Creek will feel the greatest impact as taking
between 11 and 14 feet from the north side of the roadway will affect the single family
residences located there.

3.3.9 Construction/Right-of-Way Cost Estimates
The cost estimate for Segment 3 is shown in Table 3.3.1.
Table3.3.1

Construction Cost Estimate
Segment 3 - Bartlett Road to County Farm Road

I mprovements Estimated Cost
Recommended | mprovements
Roadway $1,850,000
Intersection |mprovements $1,125,000
Structure Modifications $500,000
Right-of-Way Acquisition $166,500
Total — Recommended | mprovements $3,641,500

3.3.10 Short Term/Low Cost | mprovements

Improvements that are consistent with SRA policy, and are either low cost or should be
implemented prior to construction of the overall SRA improvement are recommended for short
term (1-5 years) implementation. DuPage County is planning to upgrade the existing roadway to
athree-lane cross section in 1998. There are no additional short term recommendations.
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3.3.11 Ultimate (Post 2020) I mprovements

Improvements that are consistent with SRA policy for suburban routes but are considered best
implemented beyond the SRA planning horizon are recommended for Post 2020 consideration.
There are no ultimate (post 2020) improvements recommended in this segment.

63



Stearns Road

Segment 3
Stearns Road - Bartlett Road to County Farm Road

EXISTING FACILITY CHARACTERISTICS

Exhibits A-06 and A-07
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Segment 3
Stearns Road - Bartlett Road to County Farm Road

LAND USE AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

Exhibits B-06 and B-07
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B-07

Segment 3
Stearns Road - Bartlett Road to County Farm Road

RECOMMENDED PLAN

Exhibits C-06 and C-07
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Segment 3

INTERSECTION DETAIL

Stearns Road and County Farm Road

Exhibit D-04
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Segment 4

Stearns Road
County Farm Road to U.S. Route 20 - Hanover Park
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3.4 Segment 4: Stearns Road - County Farm Road to U.S. Route 20

34.1 Location

Segment 4 extends along Stearns Road from County Farm Road to U.S. Route 20. Both of these
roadways are crossing SRA routes. The segment is approximately 1.0 mile in length and lies
within the Village of Hanover Park.

3.4.2 Existing Facility Characteristics

Existing facility characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits A-07 and A-08.
Right-of-Way - The existing right-of-way in this segment varies from 100 to 175 feet in width.
Roadway Characteristics - The existing cross section from County Farm Road to U.S Route
20 provides one 18 foot travel lane in each direction with an 18 foot raised grass median and
curb and gutter. The Village of Hanover Park intends to widen the roadway in this segment to

provide two 12 foot travel lanes in each direction with a raised grass median and new curb and
gutter. Thisimprovement is planned for construction in 1998.

Traffic Volumes - Illinois Department of Transportation Traffic Maps indicate that the 1992
average annual daily traffic for this segment varies from 10,100 to 14,000 vpd.

Accidents- There are no high accident locations within this segment.

Parking, Sidewalks, and Frontage Roads - There are no on-street parking spaces or frontage
roads on this segment. Sidewalks are present on the north side of the roadway from Madera
Drive west to Arlington Drive, and on the south side of the road from County Farm Road east to
Barrington Court. The proposed roadway widening project will add sidewalks to the center
section of the Segment.

Traffic_Control/Intersection Configuration - Within this segment, there are signalized
intersections at the two terminus points; the County Farm Road intersection to the west end and
the U.S. Route 20 intersection at the eastern terminus of the corridor. Existing lane arrangements
for these intersections are shown on Exhibits A-07 and A-08.

Structures- There are no existing structures located within this segment.

Transit - At the present time, there is no mass transit service provided in Segment 4.
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3.4.3 Existing Environmental Characteristics

The existing environmental characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-07 and B-
08.

L akes/Streams/Wetlands/Floodplains - The DuPage River runs paralel to the roadway for a
short distance in the vicinity of Arlington Drive. The river floodplain extends to within 200 feet
of Stearns Road near this intersection. West of Arlington Drive, the river curves to the south.
There is no indication of roadway flooding problems due to proximity to the river at this
location. Besidestheriver, there are no wetlands, lakes or streams located in Segment 4.

Structures with Historical Significance - There is one structure of historical significance in
Segment 4, that being the Mueller farmstead located on the east side of the Stearns Road/U.S
Route 20 intersection.

Hazardous Waste/L UST Sites - There is one hazardous waste site located along Segment 4,
located behind the Greenbrook Plaza shopping center on the southwest corner of the Stearns
Road/U.S. Route 20 intersection. Thissiteis currently undergoing remediation.

Threatened or Endangered Species- There are no threatened or endangered species known to
exist aong this segment of the corridor, according to the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources.

Prime Farmland - Thereisno prime farmland adjacent to Stearns road in Segment 4.

344 Existing Land Use Characteristics
Existing land use characteristics for this segment are shown on Exhibits B-07 and B-08.

Type and Intensity of Development - Existing land uses along Segment 4 tend to be residential
and institutional with commercial uses located at the magjor intersections with County Farm Road
and U.S. Route 20. Two churches and the Horizon Elementary School are located adjacent to
the roadway west of Arlington Drive. A vacant parcel is located on the southeast corner of the
Stearns Road/Arlington Drive intersection. This parcel is planned open space in Hanover Park
(aportion of this parcel is situated on the floodplain of the DuPage River). The DuPage County
Water Reclamation District has a filtration plant located near the southeast corner of the Stearns
Road/Arlington Drive intersection, with aright-in/right-out access drive located just west of this
intersection.

Planned Development - For the most part, lands adjacent to Segmet 4 are fully built-out. The
Village of Hanover Park is planning to construct a water park on a large parcel located on the
northeast corner of the Stearns Road/County Farm Road intersection, across the street from the
Horizon Elementary School. Site preparation is underway (five single family residences have
been removed) and completion of the project is expected in late 1998.
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345 Recommended SRA Improvements
The recommended plan for this segment is shown on Exhibits C-07 and C-08.

Roadway - The recommended roadway cross section in this segment consists of two 12-foot
through lanes in each direction, an 18 foot raised grass median, and B-6.24 curb and gutter. The
recommended typical section is shown on Exhibit C-07 and C-08. This cross section will fit
within the existing 100 foot (typical) right-of-way.

Traffic_Control/lntersection _Configuration - The two existing traffic signals within this
segment at County Farm Road and U.S. Route 20 will be maintained. Dual left-turn and separate
right turn lanes are recommended on both Stearns Road approaches to County Farm Road and
dual left-turn lanes are recommended on the western approach to U.S. Route 20. A new
signalized intersection is planned at Arlington Drive. This signal will be installed as part of the
current roadway widening project.

Access Management - The raised grass median design will be maintained in this segment,
restricting all local access to right-in/right-out except at local cross streets where median breaks
will be maintained and left-turn lanes provided.

Transit -There are no recommended transit improvements in this segment.

3.4.6 Right-of-Way Requirements

Additional Right-of-Way requirements in this segment vary from 4.5 feet to 10 feet at the two
major intersections (see Exhibits C-07 and C-08).

3.4.7 Environmental Considerations

There will be no additional environmental impacts in this segment as minimal additional right-
of-way isrequired.

3.4.8 Land UseConsiderations

With a minimal amount of additional right-of-way required to implement the proposed cross
section through Segment 4, land use impacts are reduced. Access to planned commercial
development at the Stearns Road/County Farm Road intersection and open space/recreational
development at Arlington Drive can be accommodated.
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3.4.9 Construction/Right-of-Way Cost Estimates
The cost estimate for Segment 4 is shown in Table 3.4.1.
3.4.10 Short Term/Low Cost | mprovements

Improvements that are consistent with SRA policy, and are either low cost or should be
implemented prior to construction of the overall SRA improvement are recommended for short
term (1-5 years) implementation. Due to heavy peak-hour traffic volumes on this segment,
adding roadway capacity is recommended. This will be accomplished by the Village of
Hanover Park in 1998,

3.4.11 Ultimate (Post 2020) | mprovements

Improvements that are consistent with SRA policy for suburban routes but are considered best
implemented beyond the SRA planning horizon are recommended for Post 2020 consideration.
There are no ultimate (post 2020) improvements recommended in this segment.

Table3.4.1
Construction Cost Estimate
Segment 4 - County Farm Road to U.S. Route 20

I mprovements Estimated Cost

Recommended | mprovements

Roadway $0
Intersection | mprovements $600,000
Right-of-Way Acquisition $22,000
Total - Recommended | mprovements $622,000

3.4.12 Crossing SRA Routes

The U.S Route 20 and County Farm Road SRA corridors cross Stearns Road in this segment.
U.S. Route 20, which was entered into the SRA system in subset five, extends from [-355 to the
Cook County line. A second portion of this corridor extends from Elgin north and west to the
Dekalb County line. The County Farm Road corridor was entered into the SRA system in subset
two. This corridor, an extension of the Barrington Road SRA, extends south from the Cook
County line to Roosevelt Road. The recommendations for the Stearns Road/U.S. Route 20 and
Stearns Road/County Farm Road intersections are consistent with those presented in these
studies.

78



Stearns Road

Segment 4
Stearns Road - County Farm Road to U.S. Route 20

EXISTING FACILITY CHARACTERISTICS

Exhibit A-08
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Segment 4
Stearns Road - County Farm Road to U.S. Route 20

LAND USE AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

Exhibit B-08
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Segment 4
Stearns Road - County Farm Road to U.S. Route 20

RECOMMENDED PLAN

Exhibit C-08
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Segment 4

INTERSECTION DETAIL
Stearns Road and U.S. Route 20

Exhibit D-05
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V. Public I nvolvement
4.1 The Public Involvement Process

Public involvement is a key part of the SRA study process. During the study period, public
involvement occurred in severa stages. Initia public involvement efforts centered around
communities and jurisdictional agencies that would be directly affected by SRA improvements.
Before commencing detailed studies, individual community interviews (ICI’s) were conducted
with municipal leaders and/or staff members to sample community attitudes towards SRA goals
and to identify concerns regarding potential improvement concepts. Interviews were also
conducted with some jurisdiction agencies such a county transportation departments or forest
preserve districtsif their facilities would be directly affected.

Once data collection was completed and alternatives/design concepts were developed,
communities were invited to attend an Advisory Panel meeting at which the SRA design
concepts were presented. After obtaining input from the first Advisory Panel meeting, the
concepts were revised and a draft report was prepared. These will be presented at a second
Advisory Panel meeting as well as at a public hearing which will be open to the general public.

Individual Community Interviews were conducted during May, June and July of 1996. The first
Advisory Panel meeting was held on October 22, 1997. The second Advisory Panel meeting was
held on April 28, 1998, followed by the public hearing on April 30, 1998.

Copies of the meeting minutes, public hearing minutes and comments are included in Appendix
A.

4.2 Individual Community Interviews

Each unit of government was contacted to obtain data early in the study. Meetings were then set
up with each individual community to discuss their comments and concerns. The primary goals
of the Individual Community Interviews (ICI’s) were to present the goals of the SRA system and
to gather information on community attitudes and concerns regarding the corridor before
improvement concepts and alternatives were developed.

A summary of the individual community concerns and attitudesis as follows:

o DuPage County
- Favorable attitude towards SRA designation
- Plan to implement roadway widening program in 1998

o Kane County
- Support Stearns Road inclusion in SRA system
- Would like to tie Stearns Road in with a proposed new bridge
carrying IL Route 25 over the Fox River in South Elgin.
- Would support a six-lane SRA corridor east to IL Route 59
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- Support the Stearns Road/IL Route 25/Dunham Road intersection
realignment whether the river crossing project isimplemented or
not.

o Village of Wayne
- Support Stearns Road inclusion in the SRA system.
- Concerned with crossing safety as several equestrian trails exist in
and around the forest preserve lands on the west end of the
corridor.

o Village of South Elgin
- Favorable attitude toward SRA designation
- Would benefit from improved east-west access, particularly if the
Fox River Crossing project isimplemented.

) Village of Bartlett
- Skeptical of Stearns Road SRA designation
- Concerned with speed and safety - the Bartlett section of Stearns
Road is surrounded by fairly dense residential neighborhoods.
Thereis also apopular park and a grade school located on Stearns
Road in Bartlett.

. Village of Hanover Park
- Favorable attitude toward the SRA designation.
- Need to relieve peak hour congestion at the east end of the
corridor - the Villageis planning to widen the Greenbrook
Boulevard section to four lanes in 1998.

- Safety an issue - there are two churches and a grade school
fronting on Stearns Road in Hanover Park. The Village is aso
planning to

build awater park across from the grade school.

Copies of the ICI meeting minutes are included in Appendix A.
4.3 Advisory Panel Meetings

A mesting of the SRA Advisory Panel was held on October 22, 1997. At the first Panel
Meeting, presentations were made to introduce the SRA system, its relation to the 2010 TSD
Plan and Operation GreenLight, and the SRA study process. In addition, alternative
improvement concepts considered for Stearns Road were presented. At the second Panel
Meeting, held on April 28, 1998, the recommended improvements were presented along with the
Draft SRA Report. At each of the Panel Meetings, opportunity was provided for those attending
the meetings to ask questions, make comments, and discuss the presentations and
recommendations. Copies of the minutes of the Panel Meetings are contained in Appendix A.
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4.4 Public Hearing

A public hearing was held on April 30, 1998 to present recommended improvements to Stearns
Road as part of the SRA system and to obtain public input. The public hearing was held in an
open house format with exhibits displayed showing the recommended improvements for the
entire SRA route on aerial photographs as well as typical cross-sections. Also, a dide
presentation was shown every half-hour during the hearing. This presentation included the scope
and objectives of the SRA system; the relation of Stearns Road to the overall system; and the
scope of recommended improvements for the entire Stearns Road SRA route.

Representatives of the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the SRA project
consultant were available during the hearing to discuss the project and answer questions. A
court reporter was also present during the hearing to take oral comments, and record written
statements. An additional period of 30 days following the hearing was provided for submission
of written statements to the IDOT District One offices. Copies of the public hearing minutes,
recorded comments and statements are included in Appendix A.
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APPENDIX A

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Individual Community Interview (ICIl) Meeting Minutes
First Advisory Panel Meeting Minutes
Second Advisory Panel Meeting Minutes

Public Hearing Roster and Transcripts
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METRO TRANSPORTATION GROUP, INC.
1300 GREENBROOK BOULEVARD

o ™, . HANOVER PARK, ILLINOIS 60103-5482
E f TELEPHONE 630 213-1000
FAX 630 213-3227

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING.
METRO TRANSPORTATION GROUP, INC. ENGINEERING AND DESIGN

Village of Hanover Park Individual Community Interview
Meeting Minutes

Subject: Strategic Regional Arterial Study - Subset #3
Individual Community Interview
Corridor 4: U.S.20/L 72
Corridor 7: Stearns Road

Date: June 4, 1996
Time: 9:00 A.M.
Place: Village of Hanover Park
Village Hall
In Attendance: William J. Béckman. P.E., Village Engineer

Timothy J. Doron, V.P., Metro Transportation Group
Stephen B. Corcoran, P.E., Metro Transportation Group
Robert N. DuBoe, Metro Transportation Group

Jeffrey R. Young, Metro Transportation Group

John J. Walsh, Metro Transportation Group

The meeting began with Mr. Doron introducing the Metro representatives, and in
conjunction with Mr. Corcoran and Mr. DuBoe, providing a brief history and
description of the SRA study planning process. The Village has two Subset #5 SRA
routes within its boundaries; US 20 (Lake Street), which runs from the Elgin-O'Hare
Expressway east to I-355, and Stearns Road, running from US 20 (Lake Street) west
to Dunham Road. The Village has been involved in the SRA process previously with
County Farm Road, a part of SRA Subset #2. This ICI meeting was designed to
address both the Stearns Road and US 20 corridors.

The discussion began with Stearns Road. Mr. Corcoran is the Route Coordinator for
the Stearns Road corridor. Mr. Beckman pointed out that the Village is planning to
widen Greenbrook Boulevard (the eastern segment of the Stearns Road SRA
corridor) to a five lane cross section from US 20 west to County Farm Road. The
widening project will include adding dual east bound left-turn lanes at the US 20
intersection, adding a traffic signal at Arlington Drive, and maintaining a portion of the
existing raised grass median. The plans for this project are expected to be completed
by December of this year, with construction scheduled to begin in the Spring of 1997.
Once the reconstruction project is completed, Greenbrook Boulevard will transition to
DuPage County jurisdiction, from the present Village jurisdiction. - ‘

Mr. Beckman pdinted out that the Village feels the propdsed 5-lane cross section is
appropriate given the existing conditions. Existing conditions of concern to the Village
include the grammar school located on Greenbrook, just east of County Farm Road
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Village of Hanover Park
Page 2

and the vacant parcel located at the intersection of Greenbrook and Arlington Drive.
A good deal of pedestrian traffic crosses Greenbrook Boulevard in order to access
the school, as well as the community park located just east of Greenbrook on
Arlington Drive. A 20 mph speed zone is present currently in the vicinity of the school.
The Village would want to insure safe access to the school and park lands.

The vacant parcel has development potential, although there are floodptain
implications (currently zoned B1). Good access for the Arlington intersection parcel
will need to be addressed.

Mr. Beckman described future plans and the effect SRA designation may have. The
Vilage Park District is planning a water park which will be developed on
approximately four parcels currently occupied by single-family homes, located just
east of the northwest corner of Greenbrook and County Farm Road {(across the road
from the school). Safe pedestrian movements across Greenbrook will need to be
insured. The Village is also planning to extend a bike path along the north side of
Greenbrook, from County Farm Road to US 20. This path currently runs along
Stearns Road, terminating at County Farm Road.

Overall, the Village agrees that the current and projected traffic volumes along the
Stearns Road corridor will be better served by adding fanes in the corridor. The main

. concerns of the Village focus on local access to the corridor, and safety issues
surrounding the school/park and proposed water park.

The discussion now turned to US 20. Mr. DuBoe is the Route Coordinator for the
1.S. 20 corridor. The U.S. 20 SRA begins in the east at I-355 and continues west up
to the Elgin-O’'Hare Expressway. The SRA corridor then begins again at Randall
Road on the west side of Elgin and continues west where it changes at linois Route
75 and then continues until it terminates at the Kane County/DeKalb County line. The
missing section of U.S. 20 between the Elgin-O'Hare and Randall Road is
supplemented by the future extension of the Elgin-O'Hare Expressway.

Mr. Beckman stated several items concerning the Village of Hanover Park along U.S.
50. Pointed out was the fact that the eastern boundary of Hanover Park along U.S..
20 is Gary Avenue. Also pointed out was the IDOT plan to widen a portion of U.S. 20
west of the Elgin-O’Hare Expressway. However, this section of U.S. 20 is not within
the study area of the SRA. Mr. Beckman suggested that perhaps the U.S. 20 SRA
alignment should include this section and be continuous from [-355 to the west of the
region. In conjunction with the planned widening of Greenbrook Boulevard, additional
turning lanes would not be added on U.S. 20 at its intersection with Greenbrook
Boulevard. A future connection between Greenbrook Boulevard and Central Avenue
was also introduced. The purpose of the extension is to aide the expected
development north of U.S. 20 and west of Bartels Road and to provide a connection
to Central Road. '







METRO TRANSPORTATION GROUP, INC.
1300 GREENSRCOK BQULEVARD
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TRANSPORTATION PLANNING,
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Village of Wayne Individual Community Interview
- Meeting Minutes

Subject: Strategic Regional Arterial Study - Subset #5
Individual Community Interview
Corridor 7: Stearns Road

Date: May 28, 1996
Time: 8:30 AM.
Place: Village of Wayne
Village Hall
In Attendance:  Carol Schoengart, Intergovernmental Liaison

Eileen Phipps, Village President

Joel Lamplough, Village Trustee & Public Works Chairman
Stephen B. Corcoran, P.E., Metro Transportation Group
John J. Walsh, Metro Transportation Group

Mr. Corcoran began the meeting by giving a brief history and description of the SRA
planning study process. He also explained the timetable for task completion and
described the tasks completed or in progress at this time. The Village of Wayne has
been involved in the SRA process with IL'Route 25!Dunham/K1rkfFamswonh This
was a part of SRA Subset 4.

Mr. Corcoran pomtcd out that the Village of Wayne does not border Stearns Road
directly, but its planning may be impacted indirectly by its proximity to Stearns Road.
Thercfore, Village of Wayne input would be beneficial to the process.

Mrs. Phipps pointed out that the Village of Wayne is on record as being opposed to any
widening of Dunham Road. The Village feels that this development would destroy the
character of the area by, among other things, destroying the existing tree line and
affecting the horse traffic along Dunham Road. This is a horse community, with many
riders and paths. The area near the intersection of Dunham Road and Army Trail Road
is on the Nat1onal Register of Historic Places.
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Mrs. Phipps pointed out that the Village supports the proposed Fox River Crossing in
Kane County for reasons of improved safety and traffic diversion from Dunham Road.
The current *Y” intersection at Dunham/IL 25 was pointed out as a safety problem.

Mrs. Phipps also noted that the Stearns/Dunham intersection may be realigned
regardless of the river crossing project. The question then arose < would the alignment
recommendations change without a river crossing.

Mrs. Schoengart mentioned that an announcement {presumably about the river crossing
project) will be made in the near future by Kane County.

Mrs. Phipps raised the question of current and projected traffic volume on Stearns
Road. Current ADT is moderate on the west end, but CATS 2010 projections do not
include a river crossing scenario, which may increase long-term ADT.

Mr. Lamplough raised environmental issues. First, the future status of the gravel pit
area on west Steams Road was questioned. Incorporation into the Tri- County Park

System is possible, which would allow for increased bike/equestrian mobility via
extension of current trails in the immediate area.

Second, the issue of provisions for bikepaths/sidewalks along the corridor was brought
up, specifically the way these issues would be addressed. Ideally, these features would
be completely separated from the roadway with ample ROW designated for this
purpose. Mr. Corcoran expressed the SRA’s planning objective of connecting with the
regional bike trail system.

Third, Mr. Lamplough questioned the impact of roadway construction on aquifer

quality. Capped wellheads are located off Powis Road, but the type and nature of these
wells was unknown.

Mrs. Phipps stated that there are no current Village plans to annex any unincorporated
areas near Stearns Road, and that there are no large scale development proposals in the
works which would impact Stearns Road. Any future annexation/development would
include provisions to provide bike/equestrian trail links to the Prairie Path or
connecting links. A long term goal of the area is to have complete access to the
bikeway systems, with wider trail ROW allowing for enhanced passing and two-way
movements.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 AM.







Village of Bartlett Individual Community Interview
Meeting Minutes

Subject: Strategic Regional Arterial Study - Subset #5
Individual Community Interview
Corridor 7: Stearns Road

Date: June 11, 1996
Time: 1:00 P.M.
Place: Village of Bartlett
Village Hall
In Attendance: Paul Kuester, Director of Public Works

Brian Goralski, Building Director

James Ploncynski, Community Development Director
Dale Marting, Village Engineer

Robert Smith, Traffic Engineer

Timothy J. Doron, V.P., Metro Transportation Group
Stephen B. Corcoran, P.E., Metro Transportation Group
John J. Walsh, Metro Transportation Group

Tim Doron began the meeting by introducing the Metro team and our
experience/expertise in dealing with the SRA program and processes. Stephen
Corcoran then presented a brief history and description of the SRA planning study
process, explaining the timetable for task completion and describing the tasks
completed or in- progress at this time. The Village has been involved in SRA route
studies in the past with IL Route 59 and County Farm Road. '

M. Ploncynski brought up the river crossing project in Kane County. A second
alignment is being examined - north of the railroad track alignment. Any river crossing
project will impact Stearns Road tremendously, creating an important east-west route.
Wetlands are present just east of the Kane County line, in Bartlett’s jurisdiction. This
may be an obstacle .

Mr. Smith asked why IDOT is pursuing the SRA program along corridors that are not
IDOT jurisdiction. The Village is concerned that IDOT may want to take over
jurisdiction on Stearns Road if it becomes an SRA. Mr. Corcoran explained the need
for proper spacing within the SRA system. Stearns Road fits well within the suburban
spacing dimensions while also providing good connectivity within the system. '
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Subject: Strategic Regional Arterial Study - Subset #5
‘ Individual Community Interview
Corridor 7: Stearns Road

Date: June 4, 1996
Time:  2:00PM.
Place: Village of South Elgin
Village Ha]l
In Attendance: Mark R. Igackson, Village Administrator

Stephen B Corcoran, P.E., Metro Transportation Group
John J. Walsh, Metro Transportation Group

Stephene Corcoran began the meeting by giving a brief history and description of the
SRA planning study process. He also explained the timetable for task completion and
described the tasks completed or in progress at this time. The Village of South Elgin
has been involved in the SRA process with Il Route 25/Dunham/Kirk/Famsworth, a -
part of SRA Subset #4. : ' :

Mr. Corcoran pointed out that the Village of South Elgin does not border Stearns Road
directly, but its planning may be impacted indirectly by its proximity to Stearns Road.
Therefore, Village of South Elgin input would be beneficial to the process.

M. Isackson pointed out that the Village of South Elgin is not particularly concemed
with any Stearns Road widening plans, as the Village has no short term plans (5 - 7
years) to annex any lands in the southeast comer of their jurisdiction. A border
agreement with the Village of Wayne limits the South Elgin future south line at the IC
railroad tracks. The Village Future Land Use Plan, completed in 1991 (update due in
1997) calls for conservation/private open space lands in the southeast quadrant of
Village lands. The State DOC owns a plot of land in this area, as does the DuPage
County Forest Preserve District, which recently purchased a 60 acre parcel.
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DuPage County Individual Community Interview
Meeting Minutes

Subject: Strategic Regional Arterial Study - Subset #5
Individual Community Interview
Cormridor 14: IL Route 53
Corridor 7: Stearns Road
Corridor 4: U.S. Route 20

Date: June 11, 1996
Time: 9:00 A.M.
Place: DuPage County Department of Transportation

130 N. County Farm Road

In Attendance: John E. Loper, Principal Transportation Planner
William J. Heniff, AICP, Senior Planner
Stephen B. Corcoran, P.E., Metro Transportation Group
John J. Walsh, Metro Transportation Group

Stephen Corcoran began the meeting by introducing the Metro team and our
experience/expertise in dealing with the SRA program and processes. He then
presented a brief history and description of the SRA planning study process, explaining
the timetable for task completion and describing the tasks completed or in progress at
this time. Unlike the majority of ICI meetings, the goal of this meeting was to discuss
County concemns and future development plans along three corridors. The County has
been involved in SRA route studies since the inception of the program. Twelve DuPage
County corridors have been examined in the five studies to date.

Mr. Loper began by describing the problems and current and proposed improvements
along each of the three corridors. On IL 53, peak hour congestion in Lisle - from
Maple Avenue north to Ogden Avenue and 1-88 continues to be a problem. No
corrective actions are proposed at this time. Along U.S. 20, the County has no
improvement plans, although an extension of Medinah Road to Army Trail is possible -
probably not in the near future as Addison has voiced objections. Stearns Road will be
widened to a three lane roadway through Bartlett, with the project beginning in late
1997. This will tie in with the village of Hanover Park’s improvement project along
Greenbrook. The Greenbrook segment will revert to County jurisdiction after the
project is completed. ' : ' ' :




@
ICI Meeting Minutes

DuPage County
Page 2

Future projects and potential obstacles along each corridor were discussed next. On
U.S. 20, the extension of Central Avenue to align with Greenbrook Boulevard at the
Greenbrook/U.S. 20 intersection will impact both corridors as a through movement
from Steamns to Gary would now be possible. There is no timetable for this extension
project, as it will be linked to development of vacant properties adjacent to the
proposed right-of-way. Peak hour traffic volumes at the west end of the corridor pose
problems, as traffic exiting the Elgin-O’Hare continues west on Stearns Road, creating
congestion atong both U.S. 20 and Stearns. Mr. Corcoran pointed out that the eventual
extension of the Elgin-O’Hare will relieve traffic on U.S 20.

On IL 53, widening Hobson Road to three lanes from 53 west is planned within the
next five years. A school located at the IL 53/Hobson intersection has been vocal in
opposition to the proposal. Seventy-fifth street will be widened from 4 to 6 lanes
within a ten year time frame. The County has discussed expanding Maple Avenue in
Lisle, but widening is resticted by proximity of retail and commercial buildings to the
existing right-of-way. Finally, the design of the I-88 access ramps is a concern, as
access to Warrenville Road is difficult. Mr. Loper and Mr. Corcoran agreed that
redesigned I-88 access to IL 53 would be beneficial.

There appear to be no “new” obstacles to the Stearns Road construction plans. The
Village of Bartlett strongly opposed the planned four lane cross section, which was
subsequently reduced to three. As mentioned, the Village of Hanover Park will begin
widening the Greenbrook section in 1997.

The focus of the meeting shifted to bicycle/recreation access. Mr. Heniff discussed
County plans for bike trail extensions and potential SRA crossings along the three
corridors. On U.S. 20, future bikeway crossings are planned for the Greenbrook and
Springfield intersections. Conceptual crossings are being discussed at Rosedale and
Medinah, pending the outcome of a proposed Old Town access trail parallel to U.S. 20
and the Medinah to Army Trail extension.

Stearns road currently has a bikepath running parallel to the corridor from County Farm
Road west to Bartlett Road. This trail may see a substantial increase in use as Bartlett
plans to build a new high school near the intersection of Bartlett and Schick Roads.
Hanover Park plans to extend this trail eastward to U.S. 20, parallel to Greenbrook
Boulevard. A U.S. 20 crossing may occur at a later date. '

Several bike trail extension concepts are being discussed along the IL 53 corridor. The
DuPage County Forest Preserve District proposed a trail paralleling IL 33, along the
east branch of the DuPage River. This trail would run south from the Morton
Arboretum. An IL 53 crossing would be added in the vicinity of Short Street in Lisle,
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Kane County Individual Community Interview
Meeting Minutes

Subject: Strategic Regional Arterial Study - Subset #5
Individual Community Interview
Corridor 4: U.S. 20/IL 72
Corridor 7: Stearns Road

Date: July 10, 1996
Time: 10:30 AM.
Place: Kane County Department of Transportation

Saint Charles, lllinois

In Attendance: Terrence Heffron, Chief of Planning and Programming
Thomas B. Rickert, Planner
Timothy J. Doron, V.P, Metro Transportation Group
Stephen B Corcoran, P.E., Metro Transportation Group
Jeffrey R. Young, Metro Transportation Group
John J. Walsh, Metro Transportation Group

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss SRA issues in Kane County stemming
from the ongoing study of SRA routes US 20 (western leg) and Stearns Road, which
extends into Kane County near its terminus at Dunham Road.

Mr. Doron, Metro Transportation Group {Métro), began the meeting by introducing the
study team, then asked Mr. Corcoran to give a brief history and description of the
SRA planning study process in the corridor. Mr. Corcoran is the Stearns Road SRA
corridor manager. He also explained the timetable for task completion and described
the tasks completed or in progress at this time. He mentioned that the County is well
aware of the SRA study process, having been involved since the inception of the
program. Ten Kane County corridors have been examined in the five studies.

Stearns Road was addressed first. Mr. Heffron stated that the county supports the
Stearns Road corridor, considering its designation as an SRA important in assuring
east-west access for Kane County. ldeally, Kane County would like to see Stearns
Road developed to full suburban SRA standards. The county has very few east-west
arterial roadways extending eastward into DuPage and Cook Counties due to the
location of the Fox River. Therefore, Stearns Road is crucial for insuring access to IL
59, US 20, and the Elgin-O’Hare Expressway.
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The importance of Stearns Road as an east-west connector will increase dramatically

as the proposed Fox River Crossing and Stearns Road/lL 25 intersection realignment
projects move toward implementation.

Mr. Rickert pointed out-that any proposal to expand Army Trail Road would meet
tremendous opposition, magnifying the importance of Stearns Road in the future.
Army Trail Road would be a logical alternate corridor due to its importance as an east-
west arterial and its fit within the suburban SRA spacing guidefines. Without Stearns
Road, there would be an eight mile gap in the system.

Future development affecting Kane County would occur west of 1L 59. Currently,
several vacant parcels are zoned for various commercial and residential uses in
Bartlett, between IL 59 and the EJ&E rail crossing. However, there are no pending
development plans at this time. '

Bicycle and pedestrian crossings will probably be incorporated in the Pratts Wayne
Woods area. This DuPage County forest preserve is linked to the new Tri County
Forest Preserve as well as residential developments further east in Bartlett and west
in Kane County. The County supports a future Metra station location at the EJ&E
Stearns Road location as this would be accessible for Kane County residents.

Pertaining to U.S. 20, Mr. Heffron stated the county’s desire to include the portion of
U.S. 20 between the Elgin O'Hare Expressway and Randall Road as part of the SRA
study area. The request is due to the portions of U.S. 20 that are sub-standard. Mr.
Heffron commented on the numerous problems associated with the interchanges
along U.S. 20 in Elgin as well as the traffic situation at the Shales Parkway
intersection at the eastern end of the U.S. 20 expressway on the south side of Elgin.
The section of U.S. 20 east of Shales Parkway was also mentioned as containing
traffic congestion and should be upgraded from an arterial classification to an
expressway to conform with the expressway around Elgin and the future extension of
the Elgin-O’Hare Expressway.

Mr. Heffron stated that based upon county’s traffic projections they recommend that
U.S. 20 continue as an expressway up to IL 47 west of Elgin. Another concern of the
county is the section of U.S. 20 through Pingree Grove. Mr. Heffron stated that the
option of creating a “by-pass” in this area should be considered to eliminate the tight
horizonta! curves along U.S. 20.

The county also has plans to widen Randall Road to six lanes from Big Timber to IL
72 to accommodate the anticipated growth along that corridor. Staff had also stated
that future plans include bikeways either along or crossing U.S. 20 andIL 72.
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Stearns Road - First Panel Meeting
Meeting Minutes

Subject: Strategic Regional Arterial Study - Subset #5
First Panel Meeting
Corridor 7: Stearns Road

Date: October 22, 1997
Time: 10:00 A M.
Place: Village of Bartlett
Village Hall
In Attendance: .
Hon. Tom Johnson State Representative, 50th District
Hon. Carole Pankau State Representative, 49th District
Marc Hummel Village of Hanover Park
Bill Beckman Village of Hanover Park
Dale Martine Village of Bartlett
Cathy Melehart ' Village of Bartlett
Valerie Salmons Village of Barilett
Jim Plonczynski Village of Bartlett
Eileen Phipps Village of Wayne
Carol Schoengart Village of Wayne
Carl Schoedel Kane County Division of Transportation
Bob Vick DuPage County Forest Preserve District
Michele Dick DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference
Lisa Heaven-Baum IDOT - District 1
Dawn Marincic Civiltech Engineering
Stephen Corcoran Metro Transportation Group
John Walsh Metro Transportation Group

Stephen Corcoran began the meeting with a brief overview of the SRA program and the
inclusion of Stearns Road within this system. Stearns Road provides a vital east-west
link between the regional expressway system and municipalities located in western
DuPage County and northeastern Kane County. CATS projects substantial increases in
ADT along all sections of Stearns Road by the year 2010. In addition, Kane County is
proposing a new bridge across the Fox River in South Elgin which would connect
directly to Stearns Road via a realigned Stearns Road/Dunham Road/IL Route 25
intersection. -

Stearns Road is currently a two-lane east-west roadway extending from Dunham Road
on the west to its terminus at U.S. Route 20 in Hanover Park. The corridor is
characterized by residential development east of IL Route 59 and open lands, forest
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preserve and gravet pits to the west. Future development adjacent to Stearns Road is
likely on the western portion of the route, where the gravel mining operations may one
day be converted to commercial and mixed use developments.  For future SRA
planning purposes, a four lane roadway with an 18 foot median is recommended
through the majority of the corridor. One segment in Bartlett where additional R.O.W. is
not available is recommended with a narrower 12 foot median.

Mr. Corcoran then opened the floor to general questions, responding to each as follows.
Mr. Johnson asked what the standard recommended R.O.W. would be. The response
was 100 feet.

Mrs. Salmons asked when Stearns Road was included in the SRA study. The
response was approximately five years ago by CATS. '

Mr. Hummel wondered how the future U.S. Route 20/Stearns Road intersection
operation would be handled with a fourth leg added to the current three legged
intersection. Mr. Corcoran responded that as of this time, we have not seen projected
traffic volumes that include the proposed connection of Stearns Road with Central
Avenue to the east, but that we will ask CATS to provide this information if they have
inctuded this link in their model.

Mr. Martine asked if the Fox River Crossing would increase the future traffic projections
on the west end of the corridor. Mr. Corcoran stated that the current CATS projections
do not consider the Fox River Crossing and that the numbers would most likely
increase, particularly west of [L. Route 59.

Mr. Martine also asked if six through lanes would be required with the Fox River
Crossing in place. Mr. Corcoran responded that four lanes will be sufficient.

Mrs. Melehart asked if the Fox River Crossing would increase traffic volumes east of IL
Route 59. Mr. Corcoran said yes, but to a lessor degree than to the west.

Mrs. Schoengart asked what the proposed timing of implementing the SRA cross
section would be. Mr. Corcoran responded that this has not been determined precisely
at this time.

After the general question period, Mr. Corcoran began to go through the proposed
recommendations in more detail, referring to the proposed concept drawings which were
provided for those in attendance. For planning purposes, the corridor has been divided
into four segments. Mr. Corcoran began with the first segment, which extends from
Dunham Road east to IL Route 59. The plans show Stearns Road realigned at it

western terminus to meet IL Route 25 and Dunham Road north of the present
intersection location. The remainder of this segment remains within the existing R.O.W.,
with 11 additional feet needed in Bartlett east of the E.J.&E. crossing. The E.J.&E. has
~ been identified by Metra as having future commuter rail potential, with a possible station

location at the Stearns Road crossing. ' :
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A comment was made that Metra has been working with Bartlett and Elgin to acquire
land for a station location to the north, where the E.J.&E. intersects with the SOO Line.
Other attendees felt that this location would be better than at Stearns Road.

Bartlett representatives asked if the 11 foot R.O.W take in their jurisdiction could be
acquired on the south side of the roadway, which is DuPage County Forest Preserve
land.

At the Stearns Road/il. Route 59 intersection, dual lefts will be provided on both legs of
Stearns, with two through lanes. R.O.W. will be required to accommodate the dual lefts.

Segment two continues from IL Route 59 east to Bartlett Road. This segment serves
residential areas in Bartlett and private homes have direct access driveways. In order to
maintain the existing access, the proposed median in this segment will be reduced to a
12 foot painted in order to support left-turns at numerous locations. This median is
consistent with that being installed currently through this segment (Stearns Road is
currently being widened from two to three lanes from IL Route 59 to Bartlett Road).
The current project will also include aligning the Apple Orchard Community Center and
Golf Course driveway with Sycamore lane. This intersection will then be signalized.

Segment three continues east from Bartlett Road to County Farm Road. The 12 foot
painted median will be maintained. This segment will be widened to a three-lane cross
section in 1998. At the Country Creek crossing, the painted median will be reduced to 4
feet for a distance of approximately 400 feet, minimizing additional R.O.W. needs in this
very constrained area.

Mr. Ploncynski asked if their was any plans to straighten the roadway in the vicinity of
the creek. Mr. Corcoran respond'ed that there were none.

East of the creek, the median will flare back to a 12 foot painted and continue to County
Farm Road. Mr. Ploncynski noted that a curved section in the vicinity of Nicole Drive will
be flattened a bit with the planned construction project. .

At the County Farm Road intersection, dual left-turn lanes will be provided on the
eastbound leg of Stearns Road.

The forth segment extends east from County Farm Road to U.S. Route 20. This
section, along Greenbrook Boulevard, consists of one 17 foot lane in each direction with
an 18 foot raised grass median. The Village of Hanover Park is planning to widen the
roadway to four lanes in 1998. R.O.W. varies along this section. '

Mr. Beckman noted that the curve adjacent to the Horizon Elementary School will be
eliminated with the roadway shifting to the north.
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Mr. Hummel asked if our proposed plans for the Stearns Road/County Farm Road
intersection were consistent with those of Hanover Park. Mr. Corcoran responded that
the SRA plan includes dual lefts on the eastbound approach.

With no further questions, Mr. Corcoran outlined the remaining steps in the process, and
asked all in attendance to review the plans and contact him directly with any comments
Or Concerns.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 A.M.
o (o . bilotr (1P
John J. wa¥h
Date: [@/3/ iﬁ’)
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Stearns Road - Second Panel Meeting
Meeting Minutes

Subject: Strategic Regional Arterial Study - Subset #5
Second Panel Meeting
Corridor 7: Stearns Road

Date: April 28, 1968
Time: 2:00 P.M.
Place: Village of Bartlett
Village Hall
In Attendance:
Thomas Rickert Kane County DOT
Carol Schoengart Village of Wayne
Jim Plonczynski Village of Bartlett
Paul Kuester Village of Bartlett
Bill Beckman Village of Hanover Park
John Case DuPage County
Lisa Heaven-Baum IDOT - District 1
Rich Starr IDOT - District 1
Kathy Meyerkord Civiltech Engineering
Stephen Corcoran Metro Transportation Group
John Walsh Metro Transportation Group

Stephen Corcoran began the meeting with a brief review of the SRA program and the
focus of the second panel meeting. The purpose of this meeting was to distribute the
draft SRA report for Stearns Road to focal officials and representatives and discuss the
recommendations for the corridor. The corridor is classified as a “suburban” SRA which
would normally support a six-lane recommended cross section. A six-lane roadway is
not required on Stearns Road due to existing build-out and fimited projected growth.

At this point, Mr. Corcoran opened the fioor for general questions. Mr. Plonczynski
asked how the FElgin-O'Hare extension will relieve current traffic conditions on
Greenbrook Boulevard. Mr. Corcoran responded that a County Farm Road interchange
may divert much of the traffic that currently exits at Lake Street and continues west on
Greenbrook. : ‘

Mr. Corcoran then began to discuss the recommended improvements for the corridor,
beginning at the west end of Stearns Road at Dunham Road. Mr. Plonczynski asked if
the IL 25 improvements were part of this study. Mr. Corcoran responded that they are
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part of a previous SRA study, and also a current study being conducted by Kane
County, DuPage County and IDOT. Mr. Rickert mentioned that the Phase 1 portion of
this study was currently underway.

Mr. Beckman asked what DuPage County's proposed cross-section was west of IL 568.
Mr. Corcoran responded that the proposed cross section for Stearns Road west of IL 58
was a four-lane roadway with a four-foot painted median, paved shoulders and open
drainage. This cross section is scheduled for implementation in 1998. '

Moving further east, Mr. Plonczynski asked why Lynnfield Lane was not continued
straight south across Stearns Road to provide potential access to the forest preserve,
and also why the proposed office area access was connected to Lynnfield. Mr.
Corcoran responded that intersection spacing requirements played a big part in locating
the combined access point at this location, in the event that future signalization would be
warranted.

At the IL 59 intersection, Mr. Plonczynski mentioned that the proposed develdpment on
the southeast corner had just been approved. Also, the proposed signal at Sycamore
{ ane has been installed.

Mr. Plonczynski also noted that a senior housing development is being proposed on a5
- 10 acre parcel on the south side of Stearns Road east of the Jewel at the
Stearns/Bartlett Road intersection. Access will need to be provided.

A bikepath extending to the east through the Hawk Hollow Forest Preserve has also
been mentioned. This path may link with the Stearns Road sidewalk/bikepath at some
point.

Mr. Beckman asked that the proposed access for the water park currently under
construction at the Stearns/County Farm intersection be shown on the C-07 aerial. Mr.
Plonczynski asked if the new commercial development located on the northwest leg of
this intersection will be restricted to right-infright-out. Mr. Corcoran responded that full
access could be provided via a connection to Newport Boulevard (the development site
plan shows this connection)

With no further questions or comments, Mr. Corcoran outlined the remaining steps in the
process, asking the attendees to review the draft report and submit comments or
concerns to Metro. The attendees were also invited to attend the public hearing
scheduled for Thursday, April 30th.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 P.M.

By: éé% cx/é(“

/john ¥ \Walsh
Date: C7’/‘ 30 / 7o
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STRATEGIC‘REGIONAL ARTERIAL
OPERATION GREENLIGHT

STEARNS ROAD FROM U.S.

ROUTE 20 (LAKE STREET) IN
HANOVER PARK THROUGH BARTLETT
TO DUNHAM ROAD IN WAYNE

R i i i = g

BARTLETT PUBLIC HEARING

REPORT of comments made at the Public
Hearing of the abové—captioned study and summary
of recommendations, takén before Joan M. Kenny,
C.S.R., a Notary Public in and for the County of
DuPage, State of Illinois, at the Bartlett Public
Library, 800 South Bartlett Road, Bartlett,
Illinois, on Thursday, the 30th day of April,
A.D. 1998, between the hours of 2:00 P.M. and

7:00 P.M.




STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS.
COUNTY OF DU PAGE )

I, JOAN M. KENNY, C.S.R., a Notary Public
in and for the County of DuPage, State of Illinois,
do hereby certify that on the 30th day of April,
A.D. 1998, between the hours of 2:00 P.M. and 7:00
P.M., at the Bartlett Public Library, 800 South
Bartlett Road, Bartlett, Illinois, there was no
request by the public that I record any comments
and/or statements at the public hearing regarding
the above-entitled matter.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto
set my hand and affixed my notarial seal this 2nd

day of May, A.D. 1998,

/(M . %amﬁ//

Notary ﬁu?ﬁic

v

JOAN M KENNY

NCTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF ILLINCIS
MY COMMISSION EXPRES: 12009/01
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