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SECTION 4(f) DeMINIMIS EVALUATION:  US 6 / IL 7 / 159th Street (Will‐Cook to Ravinia) 

1. Marked Route: 

 

a. Project Number:  P‐91‐284‐93 (IDOT) 

b. Project Name:    US 6 / IL 7 / 159th Street (Will‐Cook to Ravinia) 

c. Location:    Village of Orland Park, Cook County, Illinois 

d. Project Type:    Reconstruction and Widening 

e. Project Size:    The project is 2.55 miles long. 

f. Purpose and need of the project:  The purpose of this project is to implement necessary 

components of  the  Strategic Regional Arterial  system  to  supplement  the existing and 

proposed expressway facilities by accommodating a significant portion of long distance, 

high‐volume automobile and  commercial vehicle  traffic  in  the  region.   This project of 

roadway  also  contains  high  crash  rate  intersections  and  roadways.    This  segment 

increases the capacity and updates US 6 /  IL 7 / 159th Street to  improve traffic safety, 

provide  socioeconomic  benefits  to  the  surrounding  communities,  and  expand  the 

network of multi‐use pathways. 

g. NEPA Class of Action:  Categorical Exclusion Type II 

h. Project Status:    The project report was approved on September 22, 2011 and is  

      currently under Phase II design. 

 

2. Section 4(f) Resources: 

 

a. Name of Resource:  Centennial Park 

b. Type of Resource:  Municipal Park 

c. Official with Jurisdiction:  Village of Orland Park  

d. Description of role/significance in the community:  Centennial  Park  is  a municipal 

park located north of 159th Street and south of 153rd Street, East of the Norfolk Southern 

Railroad  (Metra)  and  West  of  West  Avenue.    The  park  contains  several  amenities 

including walking / bike paths and Lake Sedgewick. 

 

3. Description of Intended Section 4(f) Resource Use 

 

a. The proposed improvements include providing additional shared‐use path access to the 

park at 104th Avenue.   The regional shared‐use path to be constructed along the 159th 

Street corridor will be connected  to  the  internal walking / bike path  in  the park.   The 

improvements  will  also  include  additional  right‐of‐way  to  provide  a  natural  buffer 

between the roadway and the park.  The overall impact will be 0.146 acre of temporary 

easement for construction of the path connections and 0.52 acres of permanent right‐

of‐way for a natural buffer between the roadway and park. 

b. The anticipated impact to the Park property is limited to the removal of several trees as 

necessary  to  construct  a  drainage  ditch  and  the  shared‐use  path  connections.    Tree 

replacement will follow IDOT policy.  The improvement will provide additional access to 



SECTION 4(f) DeMINIMIS EVALUATION:  US 6 / IL 7 / 159th Street (Will‐Cook to Ravinia) 

the Park’s amenities through the additional path connections and avoid construction of 

retaining walls along the park property from the railroad to 104th Avenue.  

 

4. Description of Efforts to Avoid, Minimize, and Mitigate or Enhance the Resource 

 

a. The proposed median width along 159th Street has been reduced  from Sta. 372+60  to 

Sta. 413+50 to minimize the roadway width from 28 feet wide to 18 feet wide.  The path  

connection  is  intended  to enhance public access  to  the park.   The additional  right‐of‐

way will allow for a natural buffer area between the park and the roadway by allowing 

for graded  slopes.   Without  the  right‐of‐way,  retaining walls are  required and vary  in 

height  from 1  foot  to 8  feet high  adjacent  to  the  existing park  internal path.      Trees 

replacement will follow IDOT policy. 

b. List of Commitments for Mitigation or Enhancement:  None. 

 

5. Evidence of Opportunity for Public Review and Comment: 

 

a. A  newspaper  ad  will  be  posted  to  allow  the  public  an  opportunity  to  review  and 

comment on the section 4(f) impacts. 

 

6. Evidence of Coordination with Official(s) with Jurisdiction 

 

a. Copy of the Preliminary Plan Comments provided by the Village of Orland Park in a letter 

dated June 3, 2013 

b. Copy of IDOT BDE/FHWA meeting minutes regarding Village Request 

 

7. Supporting Documentation 

a. Project Location Map          (See Attachment 01) 

b. Existing Aerial            (See Attachment 02) 

c. Preliminary Proposed Plan and Profile      (See Attachment 03) 

d. Photographs of Resource        (See Attachment 04) 

e. Newspaper Public Comment Display Ad    (See Attachment 05) 

f. Copies of other Correspondence      (See Attachment 06) 

i. Copy of the Preliminary Plan Comments provided by the Village of Orland Park 

in a letter dated September 6, 2012 

ii. Copy of IDOT response letter dated July 25, 2013 

iii. Copy  of  IDOT  BDE/FHWA  meeting  minutes  regarding  Village  Request  dated 

September 17, 2013 

 

 



Attachment 01 

US 6 / IL 7 / 159th Street (Will‐Cook to Ravinia) 

Municipality:    Village of Orland Park 

County:     Cook 

Project Number:  P‐91‐011‐11 

Route:      F.A.P. 351 

PROJECT LOCATION MAP 
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LOOKING NORTH TOWARDS THE WESTERN ACCESS POINT EAST OF RAILROAD (APPROX. STA. 370+00)
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LOOKING EAST ALONG THE NORTH SIDE OF 159TH STREET R.O.W. (APPROX. STA. 371+50) 

 
 

 LOOKING EAST ALONG NORTH SIDE OF 159TH STREET R.O.W. (APPROX. STA. 372+00) 
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LOOKING EAST ALONG NORTH SIDE OF 159TH STREET R.O.W. (APPROX. STA. 373+00) 
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LOOKING NORTH TOWARDS CENTENNIAL PARK (APPROX. STA. 376+75) 

 

LOOKING NORTHEAST TOWARDS CENTENNIAL PARK (APPROX. STA. 376+75) 
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LOOKING EAST ALONG NORTH SIDE OF 159TH STREET R.O.W. (APPROX. STA. 376+75) 

 

LOOKING NORTH TOWARDS CENTENNIAL PARK (APPROX. STA. 378+00) 
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LOOKING NORTH TOWARDS CENTENNIAL PARK (APPROX. STA. 379+25) 

 

LOOKING NORTH TOWARDS CENTENNIAL PARK (APPROX. STA. 381+25) 

 



 

 
IDOT is seeking public comments on impacts the U.S. 6 / IL 7 / 159th Street (Will-Cook to Ravinia) project will have 
on Centennial Park, owned and operated by the Village of Orland Park. 
 
The U.S. 6 / IL 7 / 159th Street (Will-Cook to Ravinia) improvement consists of the reconstruction and widening of 
159th Street from Will-Cook Road to Ravinia Avenue and adjacent to Centennial Park.  Effects of the U.S. 6 / IL 7 / 
159th Street (Will-Cook to Ravinia) project on Centennial Park will include right-of-way acquisition, temporary 
construction easements and the connection of multi-use paths to Centennial Park. As this project is anticipated to 
utilize federal funds, the NPD property is eligible for protection under federal regulations 23 U.S.C. 138 and 49 U.S.C. 
303, which were originally enacted as Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966 and are still 
commonly referred to as “Section 4(f).”  Section 4(f), which is implemented under 23 CFR 774, is the federal act that 
protects publicly owned parks, recreation areas, and wildlife and waterfowl refuges.  IDOT is seeking public 
comments on the impact of acquiring this right-of-way.  This is the first opportunity for the public to comment on the 
public land needed for this project.  
 
Hard copies of the proposed plans and the de miminis documentation will be provided at the following location during 
normal business hours.   
 
                                                         DATE:    November 1, 2013 to November 30, 2013 
                                                          TIME:   9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, Monday thru Friday 
                                                        PLACE:  Illinois Department of Transportation 
                                                                        Bureau of Programming – 4th Floor 
                                                                        201 West Center Court 
                                                                        Schaumburg, IL 60196 
 
                                                                                            OR 
 
                                                                        Village of Orland Park 
                                                                        14700 Ravinia Avenue 
                                                                        Orland Park, IL 60462 
 
Written comments can be submitted at the IDOT office, mailed to the IDOT office, or submitted electronically via the 
website at http://www.dot.state.il.us/section_4.html.  Comments must be received by November 30, 2013 to be 
considered part of the public record. 
 
This documentation will be accessible to handicapped individuals.  Anyone needing special assistance should contact 
Terry Walloch, at (847) 705-4479.  Persons planning to visit the IDOT office to review the documents and who need a 
sign language interpreter or other similar accommodations should notify the Department's TDD number (888) 642-
3455 at least five days prior. 
 
All correspondence regarding this project should be sent to: 
 
Illinois Department of Transportation 
Bureau of Programming 
Attn: Terry Walloch 
201 West Center Court 
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096
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AGENDA ITEM #4 
 

US Route 6/Illinois Route 7 (159th Street) 
West of Gougar Road to West of US Route 45 

Will & Cook Counties 
P-91-284-93 

 
September 17, 2013 

 
This was the 18th FHWA/BDE presentation of this project. The previous meeting was on April 
13, 2011.  Design Approval was granted on September 22, 2011. The purpose of today’s meeting 
was to discuss potential 4f impacts to Centennial Park located in Orland Park, Illinois. 
 
The following items were discussed at this meeting: 
 
The Village of Orland Park approached IDOT and requested to have the proposed multi-use path 
connect directly to Centennial Park at 104th Avenue.   To provide a connection to Centennial 
Park at this location, it would require additional ROW from the Park and it would classify as 4f 
impacts to recreational areas.  Current accommodations to the park were provided through transit 
at 108th Avenue, but the Village desired access at the 104th Avenue location.  The Village of 
Orland Park stated that they do not have a separate Park District, and the property is owned by 
the Village and they are willing to donate the ROW to IDOT at no cost to make the connection at 
104th Avenue.  
 
Since the property is owned by the Village of Orland Park, and they are offering to donate the 
ROW necessary to provide the connection to Centennial Park, IDOT wanted to clarify the 
process to be followed.  FHWA and BDE agreed that this would not adversely affect the 
activities of the park and would provide enhancement to the recreational facility.  However, the 
Department should prepare a de minimis impact report and open the plan for a public comment 
period.   
 
Public coordination will be considered complete when all comments received during the public 
comment period have been addressed.    

 
 
Craig Bauer 
 
 
 
S:\WP\Css\Bauer\US 6 - IL 7(Will-Cook Rd to Ravinia) - LOCHNER\FHWA-BDE minutes Presentation_18Sept172013.docx 
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